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            J. A. Reynolds Outline and Commentary for OUBMS2021 

                                              “A More Sure Word of Prophecy” 

Read 2nd Peter 1:16-21 

All of our direct revelations from God confirm and make the Bible “more sure” to each of us.                
It contains NO “cunningly devised fables/myths”! 

Transfiguration accounts:  Matthew 16:28 - 17:8  //  Mark 9:1-8  //  Luke 9:27-36  Fulfilled Jesus’ 6-8 day 
old prophecy by His “transfiguration”  //  The glory/brightness of His return shined through his “likeness 
of sinful flesh” // Moses and Elijah appeared, discussing  with him His upcoming Crucifixion  //  Peter 
suggested honoring all  three  // the Father spoke from heaven, “This is my beloved Son …  hear Him!”  

Peter’s final prediction warns us:  Read 2nd Peter 3:9 – 13.  To not doubt the Biblical Genesis account 
as many scoffers will do in the “last days.” (We are there!!)  

Three great changes in our universe and Earth and their very nature took place subsequent to God’s 
original “good” earthly creation.  

The intrusion of Sin was the first and greatest!  The earth was cursed because of man’s sin.  All things 
must die/pass away, including finally this Earth itself with its material universe. Natural death 
became universal! 

Secondly, a universal flood came after more than 1600 years which destroyed all natural life-forms on 
Earth’s surface which could not survive the year-long cataclysmic floodwaters, except those preserved to 
repopulate the Earth on the Ark which God instructed Noah to build.  

This natural world which survived that flood was greatly changed from what it had formerly been! This 
is a fact which Peter was strongly affirming was abundantly evident in nature, but which late age 
scoffers would deliberately refuse to consider, because the “same word” which chronicled that world 
history flood account promises that the present Earth and its universe will be finally annihilated by 
fire, after which all human beings of all ages will be brought before God for eternal judgment.  

It is a scientific fact that all of the top layers of the Earth’s crust, except where they have been 
interrupted   by volcanic and earthquake activity from beneath, are sedimentary (that is, laid down 
by water.) Desiring to deny this evidence of a world-changing worldwide flood since the beginnings, in 
recent times some have hypothesized that every layer was laid down separately over vast ages of time and 
very slowly as their elevations rose and fell repeatedly above and below sea level. (yo-yo theory?)  
However, the scientific fact that Earth’s sedimentary crust is on every continent and in every latitude 
and longitude a gigantic tomb containing relics somehow preserved of formerly living plants and 
animals, some species living but many extinct, belies this yo-yo theory and its corresponding ancient-age 
theory wonderfully. It is impossible to entirely explain this away. In some places these relics are petrified 
(turned to stone.) Many of these leave evidence of having been buried while alive. In thousands of miles 
of Arctic tundra, they are quick-frozen and preserved fresh. In most latitudes they are merely bones, 
with the soft tissues rotted away. Often these remains are jumbled together promiscuously with many 
of various other species who do not cohabit the same spaces in life. Relics of huge extinct species of 
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land animals are mingled with others yet living, some herbivorous and some carnivorous. Sea 
dwelling relics are sometimes mixed in with their remains and sometimes relics of trees are included. 
No vehicle but a disastrous widespread flood is capable of leaving such evidence. This evidence is a 
great reason why most genuine geological scientists were unable to believe the ages-long 
“uniformitarian” falsehood which Peter had long before prophesied when it was first proposed.  

Mention Howorth’s books and Mark Twain’s witty criticism?  

2000 years ago Paul also agreed that the remaining visible Creation in the heavens and earth contained 
sufficient declaration of God’s existence and his almighty eternal power to leave every denier “without 
excuse.” (Romans 1:18-20) 

Recent discoveries in the microscopic and telescopic realms have added mountains of evidence which 
demand a belief in an awesome Creator God, but which evidence proud and Spiritually blind and dead 
scholars have misinterpreted so as to direct admiration, amazement, praise, and even worship to the 
“created”  things which they prefer to say evolved, rather than to the obvious Creator which they reject.  

Disbelief in the creation account of Genesis is only the beginning of a slide into agnosticism and even 
atheism. Another powerful incentive to this slide is the false notion that Christians blindly and 
presumptuously accept the “simplistic” and “primitive” “legends” written in the Bible by ancient 
writers poorly learned in their deified so-called “science.”  True born again Christians are like Peter, 
having been made “more sure” of the truth of  the “word of prophecy” in the Bible by its part in 
bringing each of them to direct experience with God.  Unfortunately there are today far too many 
superficial “believers” of the Bible who have been taught that blind acceptance of the Bible and its 
God and Savior are sufficient for time and eternity. These people are often not only enemies of  the 
doctrine of essential experimental knowledge of God, simply because they wish themselves saved without 
it, but they leave their deceived disciples (and sometimes themselves also ) very vulnerable to be even 
more deceived by these modern worshippers of so-called science who regard the biblical record as a 
myth. 

According to Jesus’ account of the “rich man” recorded  in  Luke Chapter 16, long departed Abraham 
speaking from Heaven told him that if his unrepentant five brothers were to escape the Hell which he was 
already in they must hear the words of Moses and the prophets, and also if they would not hear Moses, 
neither would they hear one who went to them from the dead. Jesus later rose from the dead and such 
unbelief is still proving that to be true, especially among some of these proud ”scholars.”  

Moses himself believed the literal Biblical Genesis account which He recorded by Divine inspiration 
from his Creator God. In Exodus 20:11, in the midst of the Ten Commandments, Moses wrote, “For in six 
days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:…” 
(Exodus 20:11)  So did all of the subsequent Bible writers! 

       RENEGADE  THEOLOGIANS 

One of the greatest reasons the “evolutionists” won the modern war in “science” and “education” against 
the Bible “fundamentalists,” is that so many “theologians” bent over backwards to accommodate what they 
falsely believed was scientific fact by reinterpreting the first few chapters of Genesis as somehow merely 
symbolic or legend rather than historical facts. Somehow, these gullible people, unlearned in either true 
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science or experimental knowledge from God’s Holy Spirit, defied logic also by not considering that 
Jesus Himself, their acclaimed Savior and God in the flesh having come down from Heaven, also 
acknowledged the Genesis creation account as true, in Matthew 19:3-8. Here after the Pharisees, as 
usual trying to trap Jesus in his words using apparent contradictions in the scriptures asked him, “Is it lawful 
for a man to put away his wife for every cause? And He (Jesus) answered and said unto them, Have ye 
not read, that He which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cling to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh? 
Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put 
asunder. They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her 
away? He (Jesus) saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away 
your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. This was Jesus directly quoting from Genesis 1:27 & 
2:22-24, affirming its authority and accuracy from the early six-day creation account, even above 
Moses’ precept later added “for every cause” (in Deuteronomy 24:1&2), which was added because of 
transgressions to regulate that sinful behavior.  Seeing that God and Savior Jesus Christ affirmed 
the Genesis creation as accurate historical fact, how could any professing Christian teacher submit 
to any interpretation of origins which contradicts Jesus? Thus does hypocrisy, even when not perceived 
in oneself, contribute to the success of  mankind’s greatest enemies and deceivers, the devils? 

                               Often overlooked words of the Genesis Creation account: 

The sequence of Biblical creation events contradicts the sequence of popularly accepted ancient-age 
evolutionary origins.  

Light and its the day and night sequence were all that was created on the first day after the earth 
spinning in its heavenly space were created with Earth totally covered by the water of an ocean 
“deep.”. The Sun, Moon, and Stars were not created until the fourth day, to regulate days, years, and 
seasons.  

The land masses and all plant life were created on the third day before sunlight could warm and 
nourish them. No reasoning of these “days” being millions of years long can bring the two together 
in harmony. 

All that was created on the second day was earth’s atmosphere, with half of the waters originally 
covering Earth’s surface suspended above the “expanse” (Hebrew for “firmament”) and half below  
on the surface. In five separate phrases this division is mentioned in Genesis verses 1:6-9, yet students 
read over it un-noticed because modern science correctly teaches that there is no such band of water 
above our atmosphere; this is now scientific fact, but that does not mean that it was never there. That 
one ancient difference must have made vast differences in climate, fertility of lifeforms, and likely 
age spans.  Such is impossible to prove as scientific fact because the experiment is impossible, but known 
scientific facts make its acceptance irresistible if such a band of water above the atmosphere is even 
considered. This consideration makes all such additions as a 40 day torrential rain (“things not seen as yet” 
Hebrews 11:7 ), a worldwide flood, a rainbow’s first appearance after the flood, “giant” animals and plants 
soon becoming extinct after that flood, and a lot of poorly explained other geological discoveries, make 
good sense.   
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The creations of the fifth and sixth days were the fowls flying in the atmosphere (“firmament”) and the 
animals swimming in the ocean “deep” (both on the 5th  day), followed by all of the land-dwelling animals 
including humans (on the 6th day). All life, plant and animal, was created full grown with power to 
reproduce “after its kind,” which phrase Genesis repeats about eight times to make the point strongly. All 
of God’s creation of our Earth and its surroundings was created full grown and full blown, functioning as 
if it always was!  How did God do it?  He decreed, “let it be” and “it was so.” All the plants were producing 
their fruits and seeds before any of those seeds were ever in the soil to sprout and grow and reproduce. So 
were the animals, walking, flying, or swimming, full grown with power to reproduce the moment they were 
spoken into existence, including human beings. This is what Genesis declares and what the ancient prophets 
who wrote the ancient Biblical accounts, and also Jesus and His disciples, believed and taught.  

Near exact lifespans and chronology (see addendums on pages 7&8) are recorded in Genesis from 
Adam to Jacob. At the most, this was only third-hand or fourth-hand by oral history (from Adam to 
Methuselah  to Shem to Jacob.)  Four more “generations” (Genesis 15:13-16) were before Moses who 
with direct inspiration wrote the first Biblical books, approximately 2700 years after the beginning.   

Contradictions of the Bible: Modern “science,” so-called today, begins by ruling the possibility of a 
creator or creation off limits. What is a creator?  Someone who could create something out of nothing by 
the power of His own will! Thus a God so mighty that He could do that, as the Bible declares God did, will 
be rejected or ignored by modern “science,” as if “science“ is the only reality in the universe, despite its 
beliefs which change constantly with each new discovery.  

Newer scientific facts:  Matter is mostly empty space. This has been a scientific fact since 1908. The mass 
of an atom is determined by the protons and neutrons in its nucleus, but its volume is determined by its 
massless electron cloud surrounding that nucleus, the volume of which is very tiny by comparison. 

Matter and energy are somewhat interchangeable. Known as fact since atomic fission was harnessed to 
produce power in the middle to latter 20th century.  

Until recently it was taught in “science classes” that protons, neutrons, and electrons were the fundamental 
particles of matter. Since then, it is now believed that protons and neutrons are composed of “quarks” held 
together by “gluons.” Apparently, neither quarks or gluons have mass. A scientific quest is now in 
progress to determine how protons and neutrons could have mass when their constituent elements 
do not. Who but God, who created it all, knows? Perhaps as the energy which sustains electrons in their 
orbits about a tiny atomic nucleus appears to the outside observer as solid matter, so the energy of within 
and between quarks and gluons somehow pose as mass to the outside observer. Do we really need to 
know?  If so, will a gracious and all-knowing God not show us? 

                    Much more important questions!  What is life?  Physical and Spiritual? 

Physical life: Only in the middle of the last century did “science” begin to understand much about the 
makeup of physical life. The living microscopic cell was thought to be a rather simple functioning part of 
living matter. We now know that its works are incredibly complex and that the maintenance of life is a 
continuously laborious process. All the cells in any living body are being continuously replaced as the old 
ones die. Very complex molecules consisting mostly of the elements of Carbon, Hydrogen, Oxygen, & 
Nitrogen make up biological life and everything in it. Not only that, discovery of  DNA molecules made of 
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these same elements, has found that they contain instructions of how to remake every cell in a living body 
as each one dies, and that this is accomplished about every seven years in every human body. This continues 
until that life-form grows old and dies or is prematurely killed by some outside invader large or small. The 
complex brain in animate life controls all of these complex and laborious processes. Who or what controls 
all of this complexity?  Spiritual life: This even existing apart from the human brain and biological 
life is generally denied or ignored by modern “science.” It does not lend itself to accepted scientific 
endeavor. According to the Bible, every human being will discover moments after biological death that the 
widely accepted belief that all human intelligence resides in the brain is very untrue. The rich man Jesus 
taught us about who died without true repentance and reconciliation to his Creator God quickly discovered 
that he remained as intelligent after death as he ever had been. He was more intelligent in that which matters 
most than he ever had been during his previous sumptuous life, even while his brain was decaying in the 
grave. So, the life which matters most is that which is Spiritual and everlasting and transcends natural 
death. Not science, but true religion deals with this, and it had better be accurate, because the results 
are eternal. The Bible was written for that purpose. 

                                            What is a “church?”  Does the Bible tell us?    

It is a “called out” assembly of regenerated persons, a replica and continuation of the company of 
disciples which Jesus gathered during the 3.5 years he was here, and which was visited with a great 
Spiritual outpouring and revival after his ascension as we find described in the Biblical book of Acts, and 
which afterward became many such churches scattered unto the uttermost parts of the earth.  

What should it look like?  Like Jesus! He was placed in a manger in the hour of his birth, grew up an 
obscure carpenter in not so respectable Galilee, persecuted by his own people after he began to preach, and 
died on a cruel cross falsely accused as a heretic and criminal.  

Like the first one Jesus gathered as described in the New Testament, called “little flock” which would 
inherit His kingdom by Jesus in Luke 12:32. 

Like the last Biblical view we have of “seven (true) churches in Asia” in Revelation, Chapters 1-3, 
approximately 70 years after Jesus’ ascension into Heaven. Not much to the world, but all transfigured as 
“golden candlesticks” by God’s description!  

Like the “woman clothed with the Sun,” the churches hidden from persecution and so preserved in the 
high valleys of the Alps during centuries of “dark ages” in Europe. 

Like the ten thousands of little flocks situated in as many local communities soon after the great 
awakening revivals in America which occurred between 1720 and 1830,  

                           SUMMARY OF CHANGES IN NATURE SINCE THE CREATION 

Before sin entered!: All was good, no curses on earth or mankind, no death, no carnivores, no thorns and 
thistles (pests), only pleasant and edible plants, no excessive subjection of women, no toil and sweat for 
survival, no need of a Savior or salvation to live forever. Before the worldwide flood (first 1700 years): 
no rain, no rainbows, more land area, no deserts, no frozen places, no wide temperature differentials, giants 
(plant, animal, and human?), much longer lifespans. Before Babel: no language barriers, no vastly differing 
cultures, no confusion about there being only one human race all inherently equal. 
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                                                                 ADDENDUMS:  

            "Sons  of  God"  (before  Bibles  existed) 

Adam at age         130 begat Seth 
Seth  at  age          106 begat Enos 
Enos  at  age          90 begat Cainan 
Cainan at age        70 begat Mahalaleel 
Mahalaleel at age  65 begat Jared 
Jared at age           162 begat Enoch 
Enoch at age          65 begat Methuselah 
Methuselah at age 187 begat Lamech 
Lamech at age       182 begat Noah 
Noah at age            500 begat Shem (and his brothers) 
Shem at age            100 begat Arphaxad 
Arphaxad at age       35 begat Salah  
Salah at age              30 begat Eber 
Eber at age               34 begat Peleg 
Peleg at age         30 begat Reu 
Reu at age         32 Begat Serug 
Reu at age        30 begat Serug 
Serug at age         29 begat Terah 
Terah at age         70 begat Abram (renamed Abraham) 
Abram at age         100 begat Isaac 
Isaac at age               60 begat Jacob (renamed Israel) 
Jacob at age         130 moved to Egypt 
Israelites dwelled     400 years in Egypt, until their Exodus 
Moses died               40 years after the Exodus, having since completed the first 6 books of the Bible. 
 
How did the "sons of God" = the righteous lineage, know God for 2700 yrs. with no inspired Bible? 
Evidence is overwhelming from the Genesis account that all those who knew God knew from direct 
revelation and experience. 
 
Before the fall into sin, while in the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had a daily fellowship with God. 

After the fall, Abel, their second son, obtained God's witness that "he was righteous" = right with God.  

Enoch, 7th from Adam, "walked with God" in this life and was translated so as to "not see death." 

Noah, 10th from Adam, "walked with God,"  "found grace," and survived the great flood with his family. 

Abraham, "believed God," and "it was counted unto him for righteousness (rightness with God).  

Moses was favored by God and chosen by God to lead Israel to their "Promised Land" 

How did the creation account get to Moses without being corrupted? 
Adam's 930 year life overlapped with Methuselah's 243 years  -  first hand account? 
Methuselah's 969 year life overlapped with Shem's 100 years -  second hand account? 
Shem's 600 year life overlapped with Jacob's 50 years - third hand account? 
Israel was in Egypt's bondage "four generations" learning from Jacob's and his "fathers" experiences. 
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In less than two human lifespans, of 930 years average, God destroyed the ancient world because of sin. 
Sin again prevailed over most of mankind until God called Abraham, whose singular "seed" (offspring) 
was promised to bless people of all nations. Jesus told the unbelieving Jews, "Abraham rejoiced to see my 
day, and he saw it and was glad."  This specially chosen "father of many nations," during his sojourn in 
Canaan, met Melchizedek, whom he recognized as a "better" man than himself.  
 
Of Job, who probably lived his many years (140 after his great trial - 42:16) sometime between Abraham 
and the sons of Israel, and before Moses initiated the Bible, God asked Satan, "have you considered my 
servant Job, for there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that fears God and 
avoids evil?" (Job 1:8) Between Job and the young prophet Elihu, who reproved Job's complaints against 
God, there was no point of the Gospel of Jesus omitted, except their "Redeemer's" name as "Jesus of 
Nazareth." Jesus is a contraction of Joshua which means "Jehovah's Salvation," but Moses had not yet 
revealed this name which means "I AM" when Abraham's and Job's generations were calling Him "The 
Almighty," whom they knew was Creator of the universe. From the Garden of Eden they remembered that 
God had prophesied that "the seed of the woman" (but not of the man) would bruise Satan's head. Again, 
despite the short generational distance between the first man and these few righteous "sons of God," direct 
revelation and experience was always among God's gifts to His chosen (born again) believers, and yet is! 
 
During 2700 years before the Bible: Adam communed directly with God and experienced Eden and his 
fall into sin. //  Methuselah's life overlapped Adam's by 243 years, who likely received Adam's first hand 
witness. //  Shem's life overlapped Methuselah's by 100 years. (second hand information?)  //  Shem's life 
overlapped Jacob's by 50 years (possibly third hand information?) //  Jacob was 130 when he moved to 
Egypt. Israel was afflicted in Egyptian slavery 400 years until their exodus to their promised land. Moses 
died 40 years having written the first six books of our Bible.  

 

   MARK TWAIN ON “SCIENTIFIC” EXTRAPOLATION 
 
Twain uses this set of facts for a sarcastic jab a science and extrapolation. I quote here from the Project 
Gutenberg version of Life on the Mississippi, from near the start of Chapter 17.  
 
"They give me an opportunity of introducing one of the Mississippi's oddest peculiarities,—that of 
shortening its length from time to time. ... The water cuts the alluvial banks of the 'lower' river into deep 
horseshoe curves; so deep, indeed, that in some places if you were to get ashore at one extremity of the 
horseshoe and walk across the neck, half or three quarters of a mile, you could sit down and rest a couple 
of hours while your steamer was coming around the long elbow, at a speed of ten miles an hour, to take you 
aboard again. ... 
"Pray observe some of the effects of this ditching business. Once there was a neck opposite Port Hudson, 
Louisiana, which was only half a mile across, in its narrowest place. You could walk across there in fifteen 
minutes; but if you made the journey around the cape on a raft, you traveled thirty-five miles to accomplish 
the same thing. In 1722 the river darted through that neck, deserted its old bed, and thus shortened itself 
thirty-five miles. In the same way it shortened itself twenty-five miles at Black Hawk Point in 1699. Below 
Red River Landing, Raccourci cut-off was made (forty or fifty years ago, I think). This shortened the river 
twenty-eight miles. In our day, if you travel by river from the southernmost of these three cut-offs to the 
northernmost, you go only seventy miles. To do the same thing a hundred and seventy-six years ago, one 
had to go a hundred and fifty-eight miles!—shortening of eighty-eight miles in that trifling distance. At 
some forgotten time in the past, cut-offs were made above Vidalia, Louisiana; at island 92; at island 84; 
and at Hale's Point. These shortened the river, in the aggregate, seventy-seven miles. 



 

8 
 

"Since my own day on the Mississippi, cut-offs have been made at Hurricane Island; at island 100; at 
Napoleon, Arkansas; at Walnut Bend; and at Council Bend. These shortened the river, in the aggregate, 
sixty-seven miles. In my own time a cut-off was made at American Bend, which shortened the river ten 
miles or more. 
"Therefore, the Mississippi between Cairo and New Orleans was twelve hundred and fifteen miles long one 
hundred and seventy-six years ago. It was eleven hundred and eighty after the cut-off of 1722. It was one 
thousand and forty after the American Bend cut-off. It has lost sixty-seven miles since. Consequently its 
length is only nine hundred and seventy-three miles at present. 
"Now, if I wanted to be one of those ponderous scientific people, and 'let on' to prove what had 
occurred in the remote past by what had occurred in a given time in the recent past, or what will 
occur in the far future by what has occurred in late years, what an opportunity is here! Geology never 
had such a chance, nor such exact data to argue from! Nor 'development of species,' either! Glacial 
epochs are great things, but they are vague—vague. Please observe:— 
"In the space of one hundred and seventy-six years the Lower Mississippi has shortened itself two 
hundred and forty-two miles. That is an average of a trifle over one mile and a third per year. 
Therefore, any calm person, who is not blind or idiotic, can see that in the Old Oolitic Silurian Period,' 
just a million years ago next November, the Lower Mississippi River was upwards of one million 
three hundred thousand miles long, and stuck out over the Gulf of Mexico like a fishing-rod. And by 
the same token any person can see that seven hundred and forty-two years from now the Lower 
Mississippi will be only a mile and three-quarters long, and Cairo and New Orleans will have joined 
their streets together, and be plodding comfortably along under a single mayor and a mutual board 
of aldermen. There is something fascinating about science. One gets such wholesale returns of 
conjecture out of such a trifling investment of fact." 
 

 


