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Introduction 
 
A strange experience on a family vacation. 
An incident involving paramnesia. 
Def.  paramnesia:  a disorder of memory especially:  déjà vu sense; 
Def.  déjà vu:  a feeling of having already experienced the present situation. 

 
“Déjà vu” is a common intuitive experience that has happened to many of us.  The 
expression is derived from the French, meaning “already seen.”  When it occurs, it seems 
to spark our memory of a place we have already been, a person we have already seen, or 
an act we have already done.  It is a signal to pay special attention to what is taking place, 
perhaps to receive a specific lesson in a certain area or complete what is not yet finished. 

                                                                                                      Psychology Today 
 
This “disorder of memory” was caused by a long forgotten, faint but very distinctive 
smell; a smell connected to intense experiences and emotions.  Of the five human senses, 
sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch, memory is most readily invoked by the sense of 
smell. 
Thus, the subject, “A Sweet Smelling Savour.” 
 
Scripture Lesson: 
 
Gen 8:13  And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the 
first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the 
covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.  
Gen 8:14  And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the 
earth dried.  
Gen 8:15  And God spake unto Noah, saying,  
Gen 8:16  Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with 
thee.  
Gen 8:17  Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they 
may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.  
Gen 8:18  And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him:  
Gen 8:19  Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, and whatsoever creepeth 
upon the earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.  
Gen 8:20  And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and 
of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.  
Gen 8:21  And the LORD smelled a sweet savour; and the LORD said in his heart, I will 
not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart 
is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have 
done.  
Gen 8:22  While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.  
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Text 
 
Exo 29:18  And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto 
the LORD: it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 
 
 
I. Man’s Perception of God’s Creation. 
 

1. God created space, matter, and time in preparation for the creature to be 
created in His own likeness.  Man was enabled to connect with this 
environment created for him. 

 
2. Man was given the abilities to see, hear, touch, smell, and taste.   
 
3. This lesson is directed toward the sense of smell as a similitude of how 

spiritual realities are perceived. 
 
II. Good and Bad Odors. 
 

1. God is good. God smells good.  Each of His perfect attributes and 
characteristics contribute to His infinite holiness. 

  Son 2:1  I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 
 
 

2. Being born again in the likeness the Lord Jesus Christ, saints are 
acceptable to the Holy God. 

  Son 2:2  As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. 
 3. God hates sin.  It stinks. 
  Why does God hate sin? 
  A. It is the antithesis of His nature; 
  B. It separates God and man; 
  C. It deceitfully entices man toward a sin-cursed world; 
  D. It blinds man from the truth; he can’t smell either; 
  E. It enslaves and destroys man; 
  F. It steals the love that rightfully belongs to God. 
 

4. Fallen man is a sinner.  He stinks.  Man is not pleasing to God and cannot 
dwell with Him.  He must be cast out. 

 Mat_25:41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 

 
III. What To Do With Sin? 
 

1. Sin and sinners cannot dwell with God, or with those who have been made 
holy by Him. 
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2. God has prepared a place for sin. 
Mat_22:13  Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, 
and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 3. The destruction of sin will glorify God eternally. 
Rev 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, 
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: 
which is the second death. 
 
Mat_10:28  And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill 
the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell. 
 
Rev 19:1  And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in 
heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, 
unto the Lord our God:  
Rev 19:2  For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged 
the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and 
hath avenged the blood of his servants at her hand.  
Rev 19:3  And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever 
and ever. 

 
IV. The Sweet Savour of Holy Vengeance 

  
1. God reserves vengeance to Himself. 
  

Rom 12:19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place 
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the 
Lord.  
 
Psa 94:1  O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom 
vengeance belongeth, shew thyself.  
Psa 94:2  Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a reward to the 
proud.  
Psa 94:3  LORD, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked 
triumph?  
Psa 94:4  How long shall they utter and speak hard things? and all the 
workers of iniquity boast themselves?  

  
2. As the smoke from the burning ram provided a sweet savour to the Lord, 

so will the eternal burning destruction of Satan, his angels, unbelieving 
men, and all sin serve to satisfy God and His law.  It will be a sweet 
savour to Him.  GOD IS A GOD OF VENGEANCE.  He is a consuming 
fire. 
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 3. Christ was bruised for us (He suffered the vengeance of God in our place). 
  

Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed.  
Isa 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
Isa 53:7  He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.  
Isa 53:8  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall 
declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was he stricken.  

  
4. Christ not only saved mankind but, at the same time, magnified and 

honored the law. 
  

Isa 42:21  The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will 
magnify the law, and make it honourable.  

 
 
V. Holy Service. 
 

1. It is the saint’s privilege to present an acceptable to God—a sweet 
smelling savour. 

 
 Son 2:2  As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters.  
 
2. However, the carnal flesh that does not have the capability to present to 

God a holy service without the touch of God Himself.  It is only by grace 
that man can glorify God.  In His prayer for His people before He was 
crucified, Jesus asked that His disciples would be sanctified for service. 

 
 Joh 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
 
3. The Priests’ service in the Tabernacle required a continual, careful 

preparation for the Holy Service. 
  

A. The priest was to wash at the laver which was shiny and reflective 
so his need of washing could be seen. 

 
 Psa 139:23  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and 

know my thoughts:  
Psa 139:24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlasting.    
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B. All the articles used in the holy service and Aaron and his sons 
were to be anointed with the special ointment designated by God, 
representing the perfections of Jesus Christ.  

  
 Exo 30:30  And thou shalt anoint Aaron and his sons, and 

consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in the priest's 
office. 

 
C. Incense was burned every evening and every morning, 

representing the perfection and suffering of Jesus Christ. 
 
 Exo 30:7  And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every 

morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon 
it.  
Exo 30:8  And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall 
burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the LORD 
throughout your generations. 
 
 
 

 
VI. A Sweet Savour Produced by God in the Heart of Man (The King’s Garden). 
  

Son 4:12  A garden inclosed is my sister, my spouse; a spring shut up, a fountain 
sealed.  
Son 4:13  Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; 
camphire, with spikenard,  
Son 4:14  Spikenard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of 
frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices:  
Son 4:15  A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, and streams from 
Lebanon.  
Son 4:16  Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, 
that the spices thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat 
his pleasant fruits.  
 
1. In the hands of the divine Husbandman the human heart has great potential 

to produce a savour sweet to God. 
A. That heart must have been totally surrendered to God’s use. It is 

the King’s Garden. 
B. Seeds from the nurseries of heaven can produce abundantly in a 

well-prepared heart; seeds of faith, love, hope, patience, meekness, 
courage, uprightness, etc. 

C. Constant hoeing, raking, pruning, etc. is required. 
D. Jesus bought this garden with His own blood; He claims it as His 

own.  The keys to it must never be given to anyone else. 
E. Separation is implied; it is well-fenced by sovereign power. 
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F. It is a place of order and must be well-weeded. 
G. It is place of labor. 

  
 2. Location, location, location. 
 

Neh 3:15  But the gate of the fountain repaired Shallun the son of 
Colhozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah; he built it, and covered it, 
and set up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and the bars 
thereof, and the wall of the pool of Siloah by the king's garden, and 
unto the stairs that go down from the city of David.  
 

A. It is close to the dump, Just outside and east of the Dung Gate 
where Jerusalem’s refuse was taken.  God chose to put His saints 
(and His Church) in a sinful world. 

B. Its close, but down from, the king’s house.  He occasionally 
manifest Himself to enjoy His fruits (the ones He sent from 
Heaven). 

C. It was on the south slope to provide maximum sunlight.  God’s 
saints (and church) enjoy the favor of God. 

D. It was below Mt. Zion.  The rich waters from the worship there 
flowed to the garden. 

  
 3. A well-tended heart produces a sweet smelling savour to God. 
 
VII. Conclusion. 
 

1Co 2:9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.  
1Co 2:10  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  
 
One day soon, the saint will be in a new place.  Though having never been there 
before, it will seem familiar and comfortable.  The atmosphere there will be 
totally saturated with the sweet smelling savour of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 
savour first smelled by the saint somewhere in an altar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


