
  



The Midnight Ride of Nehemiah 

Chapt 2:12-16 

I read a little fictitious story of a man who experienced a flood so great he had to go on top of his house 
to escape the flood waters.  While up on his house he was spotted by a helicopter which dropped the 
ladder and swooped down to offer a way to safety and he refused them stating, “I have prayed for the 
Lord to save me and I am sure he will do just that.”  The waters were still rising and once again a man in 
a boat came by and offered him a way off the roof and the man told him the same thing as he told the 
Helicopter, “the Lord will deliver me, no thanks!”  As the man sat there on top of his chimney and 
waters rising higher, a large log came floating right up next to him and bumped into the chimney and the 
man refused the way of escape….as the story goes he eventually drowned and when he arrived in 
heaven he asked Jesus why he did not save him?  Obviously, Jesus told him he had sent a Helicopter, a 
boat and then a log….  The word of God is for our learning, for our understanding, for our rising up and 
our going forth: our guide to holiness, righteousness, line upon line, precept upon precept, we are to be 
so familiar with the truth so that we will understand the ways of God as the Spirit moves us to 
obedience.   The Lord is the same yesterday, today and forever and our expectations of Him should not 
be our own thoughts but our thoughts to be molded and formed by His eternal word.  The Word of God 
is a Lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path.  Place yourself in the midst of God’s word as you study 
and see the patterns established for our going, doing, performing, planning and concluding the work of 
God. 

I would like to now look into a relatively short narrative of 5 verses but the impact of this Mid-night ride 
God used to set the heart of a man to give the rest of his life in the restoration of the worship of the 
living God.  In this wonderful account of Nehemiah’s desire to rebuild the wall, became the theme to re-
establish a Nation of people, Holy and submissive to their God.  This private viewing of the damage to 
the wall and most apparent, the damage to the people who still lived around or in Jerusalem, gave vivid 
conformation to the reports told him by first hand accounts.   

Traveling by the cloak of darkness –  

Verse 12 “And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me: neither told I any man what my God 
had put in my heart to do at Jerusalem: neither was there any beast with me, save the beast that I rode 
upon.” 

With the devastation and breakdown of all the safe guards of the city, he had a good idea that he would 
be able to view without interruption the actual state of the walls, burnt doors, etc.   

Imagine how his soul must have been so constantly in communion with the Lord to establish his 
thoughts and plans as well as hold back the anger, fear and remorse of a People who had forgotten God.  
At the same time the Lord had given him a plan in his heart and being a seasoned, mature soldier of the 
Lord, he would follow the pattern the Lord had given him. 

I pause in this to ask if any of this revelation of God’s word is relevant to our day and time?  

Does this situation that strikes despair in most also strike a cord in the heart to not allow circumstances 
to establish our thoughts but let God direct our path to establish the reality.  Too many times in my 
lifetime I have seen our culture establish our Worship instead of our Worship establishing the culture. 



Nehemiah was riding through a place where the people had replaced worship with fear and had allowed 
the world to establish their way of living, but God had not forgotten His word and placed the desire in 
the hearts of those coming home to do what they were enabled to do by the grace of God to restore the 
old paths. 

Verse 13 “And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon well, and the Dung 
Port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates thereof were consume 
with fire.”   

The Valley Gate (West side of Jerusalem) - in the valley many suburbs were establish and somewhere in 
the Valley was a well or spring (have not found agreement on the location of the Dragon well among 
historians).   

The question should be asked, where is the keeper of the Gate and who is standing in the Gap of the 
wall?  No one was found responsible for these tasks; the devastation was so extreme and the 70 years of 
exile had left the way of worship and life of the Jews in shambles.  But God had paved the way for 
restoration and the three waves of those coming into the city would need to be organized and a clear 
vision of what needed to be done and in what order would be the demand upon Nehemiah’s life.  

Verse 14 “I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king’s pool: but there was no place for the 
beast that was under me to pass.”  

To think that this was once the most pristine, efficient, beautiful place that God chose to have a people 
to represent his kingdom on earth.  Now it lays waste with no one in sight to champion the restoration 
except one single man on a mission from God to be the catalyst to lead the way.   

His beast he was riding could not advance into the area he wanted to see so he followed the creek along 
the area outside the wall a little way and was able to comprehend the devastation to every aspect of the 
wall. 

Verse 15 “Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed the wall and turned back, and entered 
by the gate of the valley, and so returned.” 

Nehemiah had seen enough to confirm what he had been told and his faith now would be tried by fire 
both his dealing with those returning and those not wanting the return to make it what it once was.   

There is a great parallel in what Nehemiah was facing in his day and our current generation of believers 
desiring to worship but not having the leadership available to show them the selfless, sacrificing, 
obedient way to correct the broken-down walls of protection, and rebuild the doors of admittance into 
the kingdom.   

Take a walk around your parameters of responsibility concerning the Church of the living God.  There is 
never a thought by this author to remove any Autonomy from any Church but there must be the same 
material in the walls to protect those within the Church and Gates that have specific function in the 
order of the kingdom.  These must be the consistency of Doctrine and Practice with each movement 
orchestrated by the Holy Spirit in all the Churches.   



As the Lord moved Nehemiah, Ezra, and all those involved, both men and women in the building of the 
wall, so will the Lord use all the membership in His Individual Churches to rebuild/restore them into the 
glory he desires them to be.  

We have the pattern: 

#1  Humility and determined prayer of repentance to put the cause of Christ 1st as the Lord set reveals in 
His word and not as our own ideas of what we think it should be. 

#2  Be determined to know clearly the complete pattern before you start.  Nehemiah was not starting 
with a concept but with the word of God as his guide.  

#3  Be determined to be the example to the church on how to behave, act, give, do and how to set up 
the long term process of continuation. 

#4  Let God be the center of your actions giving Glory to Him in all things. 

#5  Know opposition will come from without and within as some will want to stop, some will fear the 
change more than realize the promises awaiting the faithful 

#6  Be willing to go the distance and finish the course.  You will be traveling a road few have traveled 
with Christ.  Remember, only one leper of the ten that Christ cleansed came back to thank Him and 
though Christ was seen of above 500 brethren after his resurrection, on 110 were in fasting and prayer 
before the manifestation of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.   

#7  Be determined to  your focus on Christ throughout this ministry of restoration.   

May your mid-night ride allow you by the grace of God to see the need and establish the pattern of 
leadership necessary for the restoration of His Church.  

 

  



Chronological Order of the Return to Jerusalem 

There were three recorded returns to Jerusalem beginning about the time of the 70 years captivity in 
Babylon. 

First Return:   

 By Zerubbabel  (Ezra 1-6)     538 – 515 bc 

  Note: Esther reigned as Queen of Persia   483-473 bc 

Second Return: 

 By Ezra  (7-10)      457 bc 

Third Return: 

 By Nehemiah  (all of the book of Nehemiah)    444 – 425 bc 

  Note: Persian King Artaxerxes was the son of Xerxes – Husband of Esther   

 

 


