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                   BEHIND FOUR WALLS  

                (Lesson for Old Union Baptist Ministers School scheduled for 3-28-2019 by J. A. Reynolds)  

 

 "But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 

ministry." (2nd Timothy 4:5)                 

 

 "For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 

And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, 

that I might gain them that are under the law; To them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law 

to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak became I as weak, 

that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men that I might by all means save some." (1st Corinthians 

9:19-22)      

                                                                   

 Pastors who do not seem burdened for the community or locality where they pastor will likely 

influence their church members to also become complacent regarding people who live neighbors to their 

churches. If as a church member I never feel Holy Spirit led to solicit those who dwell in close proximity to 

my church location, or are otherwise connected to some members of the church so as to be prime targets for 

Spiritual and doctrinal influence coming from my church, I ought to question myself, "why am I here?" Are 

we really obeying the commission of our Lord Jesus Christ when we keep the most precious gift we have ever 

received hidden within the four walls of our earthly sanctuaries made by man? Are we exhibiting the love of a 

soul-saving God toward humanity when we allow our earthly neighbors to waste their life's opportunity to be 

saved from eternal Hell without a disturbing warning from our hearts of Godly love? 

 

 Is our attachment confined to a one-way benefit concerning what our church membership can do for us and 

our families?  If so, it is no wonder that so many people are abandoning our churches, some selfishly complaining 

that they and/or their loved ones are not getting enough Spiritual benefits from church attendance or membership, 

and others with the legitimate complaint that their church is apparently doing little to influence its community, 

society, country, or world in which it is strategically placed.  

 

 The first duty of every true church and of every member thereof is to "worship God in Spirit and in 

truth."  That ought to be the most important goal to pursue in any given week. The public display of such 

dedicated worship when humbly and properly done is a powerful silent witness to every perceptive beholder. 

Our first duty is to properly glorify God! This comes ahead of all other duties directed toward our fellow men. 

When His disciples erred in their assessment of this first priority Jesus reproved them. When the woman who in a 

priceless demonstration of Godly love and honor anointed Jesus' head with a costly ointment some complained, 

judging  her deed a "waste," and expressed their preference that it could have been sold for a great sum on money 

which could be better "given to the poor." Jesus replied that this Spirit-led visionary woman  had done this to 

"anoint His body for burying,"  and also said, "you have the poor with you always, and whensoever you will you 

may do them good: but me you have not always." (Mark 14:3-9, Matthew 26:7-13, & John 12:3-8)  This woman's 

witness in her humble act of devotion was promised by Jesus to be preserved to the end of the world and so is 

enshrined in the Book of Books (Bible) by three gospel writers. 

 

 The second priority of the churches (reflecting Jesus second greatest commandment to love our neighbors 

as ourselves) is to Spiritually help lost souls in this lost world in grave danger of eternal ruin to find and 

embrace the truth of the soul-saving gospel entrusted to us by our Lord Jesus Christ. "Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners…" (1st Timothy 1:15)  "The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost." 

(Luke 19:10 & Matthew 18:11) "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believes 

in him should not perish but have everlasting life." (John 3:16) "Go ye (plural="all of you") therefore and disciple 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to 

observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the world." 

(Matthew 28:19-20) "Go ye into all the world, and preach (=proclaim) the gospel to every creature." (Mark 16:15) 
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"You all go to the world" is not the same as commanding "you all see that the pure and powerful gospel is 

always publicly preached within your earthly sanctuaries and welcome all who will come to go inside and 

hear it."  While such a welcome is a very good and essential practice, it is far from sufficient to effectively obey our 

commission as the Lord's true churches. This measure often worked very effectively at times in the past when 

nearly all citizens in our culture respected God's churches , and furthermore most of them at some time and 

place ventured inside a church's worship service, especially when a Christian neighbor warmly invited them to do 

so. I well remember, however, that in those most favorable times for evangelism, which were already waning 

when I was a child, many of the most faithful and Spiritually burdened church members went well beyond such 

formal invitations to personally evangelize their neighbors. They were not about to leave any of their neighbors' 

eternal fate to chance and some hoped-for favorable impulses from their unregenerate human spirits. This 

was one of the most Divinely blessed times written on the pages of history, second only to the age of Jesus and His 

apostles and young churches. Most of the rest of the last 2000 years offered very few times of such abundant 

spiritual success and Heavenly blessings. I fear that we are rapidly entering a time more difficult (but also more 

normal) when compared to the whole of the last 2000 years.  

 At this present time in our history as a nation the general cultural attitude toward what the world 

perceives as "church" has rapidly and greatly deteriorated from what it was fifty to a hundred  years ago. Now, 

when our church members do invite their neighbors to regular "church services,"  the ones invited often do not 

know the difference between what their church believes and practices and the beliefs and practices of a dozen 

or more nearby "churches" also issuing invitations to them. Many times, those people so casually invited have 

already been disappointed or repulsed by the experience that some former invitation or invitations which they 

accepted led them into, which they correctly perceived was very lacking in real Spiritual value or attraction.  

Either that, or their former experiences included one or more of soul deception in which they remain held 

captive.  

 The most effective of our church members, in my early memory, often understood the necessity of 

going much deeper than inviting a neighbor to our church services. Thus they first communicated their love 

and concern for the welfare, first and foremost the eternal welfare, of their neighbors in such a way that many 

were disarmed by an approach they did not expect. They were able to sense the genuine love and concern 

included in that extended friendship, even while perhaps not clearly understanding that what they were 

sensing was a genuine extension of God's unfathomable love toward themselves.  Even if they initially thought 

the invitation or concern to be worthless, they were often disarmed enough to listen to the words of such a deeply 

concerned fellow citizen. After opening their minds and consideration to the salvation experience which was usually 

soon shared with them, many were touched by something they had never before heard or considered, enough 

to begin desiring such a safe assurance for themselves. The  salvation experience of a born again child of God 

remains the greatest offensive tool possessed for influencing a lost soul toward seeking eternal salvation. That 

is obvious from the Biblical accounts of the Apostle Paul's repeated use of his conversion experience in his diverse 

evangelistic endeavors. No child of God should ever be so embarrassed or self-conscious about sharing with others 

his or her soul-saving experience with God that their silence or hesitation would effectively be a denial of their 

Savior before a soul desperately needing to hear such genuine accounts. I had a critic one time to smugly reply to 

my experience that I had a hallucination. Far from being intimidated by his response I asked him how long such 

hallucinations lasted, because after more than ten years I was still having it. After more than sixty years, at present, 

it yet continues. An invitation to attend public church services acquires a much more alluring effect under 

such consideration by the one being invited, so that the invitation becomes many times more likely to be accepted. 

Also, when such attracted people do attend, their minds are likely to be many times more open and enquiring than 

they would have been had they been following a mere invitation to attend. In many cases of such efforts, it took 

numerous times of such cultivation to get some neighbors interested enough to attend their first time, and 

occasionally a neighbor would be saved through the Spiritual witness of these personal evangelists even 

before he or she reached the inside of the church's four walls to behold the assembly inside for their first time 
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ever. Are we pastors aware of this general change? Are we teaching our people to recover this practice which 

formerly worked so well?  Do we practice this ourselves as an example? 

 The third priority regards those who are naturally more precious to us than any others, our own children 

and family members. These most precious souls must all become personal partakers of this new birth experience 

by God's grace and His Spiritual operations upon them. This individual and eternal salvation experience becomes 

many times more likely to occur if the conducive measures of constant public and private Spiritual worship are 

maintained by parents and close relatives. Parents putting these first and second priorities ahead of this one 

greatly enhances the likelihood of their own children's submission and embrace of these eternal truths and 

priorities in their own hearts and lives. In this Spiritual atmosphere children can perceive God, Jesus, and the 

Holy Spirit unmistakably working in their parents' lives and in the lives of others close to their own families . 

Thus their firm mind belief is greatly secured long before essential heart belief becomes a necessary element 

of their eternal salvation. 

 In all of this activity embracing these first three priorities in proper order, the greatest personal fulfillment 

of a Christian heart is reached. A Christian's heart and spirit is best blessed by doing and giving of self to 

others, not by getting for self as the world and the unregenerate spirits of men naturally suppose. Their 

hearts and lives are also becoming more like Jesus in the process, which sums up God's will and purpose in 

the predestined goal of God for all of his children, "to be conformed to the image of His son," (Romans 8:29) 

"not conformed to this world!" (Romans 12:2) This conformance begins with regeneration, our personal Spiritual 

experience with God of being born again. Living our lives after our new birth, ever adhering zealously to these 

Christian priorities, enables us to also glorify God demonstrably when we "with open face beholding as in a mirror 

the glory (= Spiritual brightness) of the Lord are changed (transfigured=Greek→metamorphed) into His image 

from glory (brightness) to glory (brightness), even as by the Spirit of the Lord." (2nd Corinthians 3:18)  In such 

Spiritual presence, others, even lost souls, can sometimes sense this transformation. Even while they do not 

understand what it is, they can sense that it is the presence and working of God. 

 Such priorities in their execution will ultimately tend to fill the space within our churches' four walls 

by us first going in Spirit, in burdened prayer, and then in person, outside those four walls to effectively reach 

the hearts of those neighbors who may otherwise live a long life, perhaps within sight or earshot or our 

earthly sanctuaries, only to someday to die and lose their souls in eternal Hell nevertheless. God forbid it!  

 All pastors are supposed to have a shepherd's heart toward the welfare of God's saved sheep,  His 

stray sheep who have wandered away from that flock,  and "lost" sheep who have never yet experienced 

God's soul-saving grace. Public pulpit preaching boldly proclaiming what God's word declares as truth is a 

necessary part of a pastor's duty, but that task is not to be all of a pastor's proper duties. In fact, public preaching 

may be the easiest and most pleasant part of a pastor's duty!  One-on-one private counsel to saved people and 

faithful members, backslidden stray members, and lost souls in the community are much neglected duties of 

pastors and their church members. These ministries we must regain if ever we are to achieve such glorious 

conquests over a sinful world as our predecessors rejoiced in so abundantly. Where in the Biblical record of the 

Apostles' generation of churches do we find a pattern of keeping the proclamation of God's truth behind the 

four walls of our designated earthly sanctuaries?  Even when "scattered abroad" by severe persecution,  

members "went every where evangelizing" (Acts 8:4),  that is, declaring the "good message" of Christ's saving 

gospel, through which each of them had found peace and real fellowship with God, and assurance of themselves 

going to Heaven after this life. While much of this witnessing was doubtless done by God's specially called 

preachers, very much more was also done by the testimonies and exhortations of all manner of born again 

church members who had not experienced such special ministerial calls. Their "call to be saints" (Romans 1:7 

& 8:30, & 1st Corinthians 1:2) which came with their new birth experience was enough to excite them with 

evangelistic zeal.   
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 I can fondly remember growing up in a church where church members were often spiritually revived 

enough to fulfill this duty of personal evangelism within all spheres of influence which they had acquired. This 

continued from year to year even after pastors were called who traveled from afar to each scheduled 

preaching appointment and seemed to exert very little personal effort to "make full proof of their ministry" 

(2nd Timothy 4:5) within the territory of their pastorate's influence by doing as Paul exhorted Timothy. Perhaps 

that neglect was partially due to the fact that many of them practiced the recently acquired American frontier 

tradition of pastoring multiple "half-time" or "quarter-time" churches simultaneously, or perhaps it was partially 

due to the acquired tradition of changing churches very frequently, which prevented them from ever 

becoming very well acquainted with any of their communities. It was very fortunate, however, that many of 

the members of each local church retained personal Spiritual burdens for their neighbors even after many 

years of not often seeing this influence by example from their frequently changing pastors. While I rejoice in 

this long-standing maintenance of this right practice in many churches by certain members who remembered and 

understood this essential doctrine, I lament the gradual loss of this quality of Spiritual burden which I cannot deny I 

am seeing in many of our surviving churches today. It is imperative to our future success and survival as true 

churches that preachers and pastors resume practicing this and teaching and exhorting church members to 

do likewise. 

 The early churches whose whole memberships excelled at this Biblical and successful evangelism 

often did not have four physical walls to hide behind. Their fortress of protection even in days of severe 

persecution was God's Providence for which they prayed and in which they trusted. The protective walls of 

the churches were not material, but Spiritual, consisting of "living stones"(1st Peter 2:5) which were "builded 

together for a habitation of God through the Spirit." (Ephesians 2:22) These praying saints gathered together 

to form a sanctuary for those who came among them who lacked their degree of faith, if they had any saving 

faith at all. This sanctuary was more important than any physical barrier to shield them from the influence of evil 

men. It formed a "wall of prayer" to help prevent evil spiritual forces from intruding with the goal of 

destroying faith before it was Divinely created in the hearts of the unbelievers. This was especially important 

to the children of the church members also, as well as to their neighbors whose interest had been stirred by 

personal witnessing to the extent that they began attending the worship services of the praying saints. Children and 

all such people lacking a "shield of faith" and other Spiritual "armor" with which to withstand the "wiles" of 

the devil" (Ephesians 6:11-17), which were always so prevalent in the outside world, have great need to be 

shielded from the world lest by its allurements they succumb to its addictions to "love the world and the things 

that are in the world" (1st John 2:15) which loves are forbidden to the saints, the end result being that "the 

love of the Father is not in them," perhaps ever! Our own dear children are in this jeopardy! Many of them 

have already succumbed!   

 IN THE FOLLOWING WORDS I AM NOT ADVOCATING UNPROVEN INNOVATIONS TO 

REPLACE TRIED AND TRUE WELL-PROVEN SUCCESSFUL METHODS, BUT RATHER THAT KIND 

OF VERSATILITY WHICH PAUL SAID HE STROVE TO LEARN, WHICH, AS CULTURES CHANGE 

THROUGH TIME OR DISTANCE, WE CAN BE INSTRUCTED BY GOD IN UNPRACTICED BUT YET 

ACCEPTABLE BIBLICAL APPROACHES WHICH WILL BECOME MORE SUCCESSFUL. GOD KNOWS 

WHAT PRACTICES WILL WORK BEST IN EVERY TIME, PLACE, AND CIRCUMSTANCE!  WE 

MUST NEVER FORGET TO ASK HIM, WHILE ALWAYS LISTENING FOR HIS RESPONSES.! 

 The Old Testament Bible strongly teaches that we are to be a separated people. All such Biblical 

words such as "holy, consecrated, and sanctified", have "separated" for their root. As Jesus was "separate from 

sinners," (Hebrews 7:26) we are to try to be as "separate" as possible also. The creation of Israel as a nation was 

all about separation from the world, partly for self-preservation but also partly to serve as a beacon light for 

other nations. The adults who escaped from Egyptian slavery by following Moses' and God's leadership could 

never get Egypt's customs entirely out of their desires. In moments of trial they repeatedly abandoned faith in God 
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and lusted after the security such as they had while they lived in bondage. They would rather tolerate the 

miserable security of slavery than to trust God for his miraculous Providence in the barren desert. For this 

reason God judged them unfit to inhabit their "promised land" and sentenced them to wander forty years in the 

desert and die there before their children were allowed to enter and subdue Canaan for their future holy nation. Only 

that generation of Israel which was reared and educated as an isolated nomadic nation cut off from all the 

influences of the world and educated thoroughly in the written law dispensed by God through Moses never 

deviated from God's ways. Twice is this repeated in Joshua 24:31 and Judges 2:7.  While on that isolated 

wilderness trek, the parents were instructed to diligently teach their own children all commands of God's law: 

"These words, which I command you this day, shall be in your heart: And you shall teach them diligently unto your 

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie 

down, and when you rise up. And you shall bind them for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 

between your eyes. And you shall write them upon the posts of your house, and on your gates." (Deuteronomy 6:6-

9)  Note that the parents were given four times and situations of every day to orally teach God's commands to 

their children, and four familiar places to post His laws in written form. Perhaps one of the most important 

aspects of these instructions is the clear impression that the children were expected to remain with their parents 

most of the day, every day, for this purpose of being properly taught. These instructions are repeated precisely 

in two places in Deuteronomy, in verses 6:6-9 and 11:18-20. In Deuteronomy 7:9 (also quoted in 1st Chronicles 

16:15 and Psalm 105:8) God declared that if they continued to successfully transfer this knowledge He would 

preserve them "to a thousand generations."  That could be estimated to be perhaps 30,000 years, five times longer 

than the world has thus far lasted. They failed in that bargain to last little more than one twentieth of that time as a 

nation, despite God's repeated forgiving mercy, because they allowed the world around them to corrupt their 

children. This downfall began with the first generation to be raised in the land of Canaan where they failed to obey 

God's decree to drive out all of the former inhabitants whose customs God predicted would corrupt their own 

children. God's commandments concerning rearing and teaching children for the purpose of cultural 

preservation have not changed, and did not change when Jesus came and instituted a new order. 

 New Testament emphasis is much different, in that conversion of the world to God's ways is now the 

main goal of God's people. However, separation remains as important as it ever was to both the preservation 

and conquering power of God's people. How do we reconcile the two goals?  It is not as complicated as one 

might suppose. Shielding our children from the vain, addictive, contagious, malignant, sinful influences of the 

world is as important a concern as it ever was. It is important not only for their sakes but also for the sake of 

those ensnared by the evil ways of the world, whom God's people are left here to rescue through the gospel and 

God's Holy Spirit power. Whereas Joshua's generation was told to eliminate evil cultures, by either driving out or 

destroying the people and cultures of Canaan lest they corrupt Israel's children, Jesus taught His churches to 

conquer such people through God's converting power, using the gospel message with the attendance upon it of 

God's Holy Spirit enabling power.  

 Early Americans, having learned from European ancestors not to trust governments, and when they were 

isolated colonists having of necessity for survival learned to trust only God, their own self-reliance, and each other 

guardedly, generally in that order, tended to copy Israel's decentralization of power,  Providentially,  if not by 

design. Even before the "Great Awakening" evangelistic revivals began, this tendency was demanded by 

circumstances. These revivals, beginning about 1720 and continuing to reverberate throughout large parts of the 

country into the 1830's fitted wonderfully with the developing American mindset. By the 1830's the whole 

nation felt the influence of Biblical and Spiritual Christianity whether or not they embraced it actively.  By 

1837, when the U.S. Congress decided to seed the universal state-sponsored free school movement with twenty 

million dollars allocated according to population to the 26 then existing states, this decentralization mindset was so 

universally trusted that Congress left up to each state the how and the execution of  this enterprise. The only "string 

attached" was that the money be used to start such a system for the benefit of all children. The states, in turn, tended 

to leave control of each school up to each local district and the elected school boards which each local community 
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would choose from among their own parents and citizens. Generally three (or more) of the most respected men in 

each community were elected to represent the wishes of the schoolchildren's parents in controlling their own local 

school. Those school boards were the final arbiters of any disputes which arose in their school or between parents 

and teachers. Local control was generally understood and almost universally favored at that time. By 1908,  

Kentucky had more than 8000 local school districts operating under the immediate supervision of about 25000 

school board members. That year a law was passed for each of Kentucky's 100+ counties to also elect a county-wide 

school board for closer control of state education, but very little was changed at that time to reduce local control 

by the parents and each local community. It seems apparent that most other states operated their public school 

systems yet maintaining a safe measure of local control also.  For more than 100 years this decentralized 

principle prevailed in child education as larger combined districts steadily added High Schools as rapidly as was 

practical. In all of that time local churches remained one of the primary influences affecting local schools and 

child education. 

 Theorists inhabiting the colleges and universities long had ambitions to usurp control from the parents and 

local communities to obtain that influence and control for themselves. They had little chance of success in 

converting the nation to their ideas so long as parents and local communities, churches included, held primary 

influence over the pliable young minds of their own children. That is what the so-called Scopes Monkey Trial in 

1925 Dayton, Tennessee was all about. Evolution theory was only the issue chosen to try to get the courts to 

take away local control from parents and give it to academia.  In this quest they who desired this then failed 

altogether, but by 1987 the Federal courts had done exactly what this influence from academia desired. 

Godless "evolution theory" cannot even be countered by a "creation" alternative in any American public 

school science class, according to judicial decree. During this 62 year interim, the nationwide movement called 

"consolidation" took place, being generally accomplished by mid-century. By 1962 and 1963 the Federal Courts had 

essentially outlawed both the Bible and prayer in all of the public schools of this nation based on a gross 

misinterpretation of the U. S. Constitution's First Amendment. The minds of the children, so long the 

responsibility of parents and local communities, had been nationalized, and henceforth academia would 

largely determine the content of public education from sea to shining sea.  

 From that time forward, the "churches" would be coerced into a defensive instead of an offensive 

posture. This great fortress which protected the minds of their own children had been breached. Many Pastors 

lamented publicly their great loss of influence. A society which had initially viewed with fear all government and 

the "free press" as necessary evils, had learned to trust both far too much. Many parents were persuaded to 

believe that their children would have a better chance for success and prosperity in the world. Like the ancient 

Israelites they seemed not to remember that God had declared that their children would not be able to resist 

corruption when exposed to so much of "the world."  Henceforth,  the world could "salt" us, instead of us salting 

them, and that too often from the inside!   

 This nationalization of American child education and the helpless vulnerability of parents and localities to 

the onslaught of academia's secularist ideologies which are already proven to be preferred by the federal courts to 

parental control of education content, has made it impossible for churches and Christian parents to sufficiently 

mitigate academia's corrupting influences. Yet it seems that few have accepted the obvious fact that we are now 

placed in a losing position in the quest to save our own children, and more especially our neighbor's children. 

The attrition rate of our losses has already declared that changes in control of our public school systems from what 

they originally were has already put us on the road to defeat if we do not do something which can reverse this 

disadvantage. By some means we must take back our children from the forces which are enemies to true 

Christianity and the Bible, and in the process of this reclamation we must find ways to save our neighbor's 

children also. So far, we are not doing this well enough! Let us simply look back to Deuteronomy, chapters 6 and 

11, for God's guidance. Early America had the right trust, and even maintained it through a century or more 

of state sponsored public free schools. Due to much Constitutional misinterpretation by judges schooled by 
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increasingly anti-Christian academia, a public solution which will restore our influence seems largely impossible. 

We must resort to some solutions resembling what we had before the 1830's in some manner or other, with the 

parents and local people regaining their proper and Biblical place as primary instructors of each new 

generation. The big modern "churches" have launched a great variety of activities which they hope will help 

counteract these disadvantages, but so far all of them combined appear to fall far short of succeeding in 

counteracting these critical losses.  If  instead, they would use their often luxurious facilities to house alternatives to 

public schools and welcome all whom they have room for, they would have the potential to be much more 

successful in saving our youth from many evil influences. Some of them have tried to proceed in this direction by 

establishing their own private schools, but in most cases they try to preserve far too many of the vanities having 

nothing to do with essential education which the world has introduced into public child education in the first 

place. They are also plagued by the fact that too many professing "Christian" parents are unwilling to forsake 

the vanities they loved in the public schools, which they covet for their children to their own distraction and 

likely detriment. In other words, generations of parents, even professing Christians, have become so addicted to the 

vanities long ago introduced into large and expensive public school systems that they think their children are 

deprived if they are required to be schooled without them. Also, when using private schools launched by "churches" 

who are using deceptive evangelistic practices, true Christians run the risk of exposing their own beloved children to 

soul-deception and false doctrines, to which some do succumb. At the same time we forfeit a fertile evangelistic 

opportunity by not educating our own while welcoming the children of others to come under our influence, 

which includes the right doctrine and the right practices of true evangelism. 

 I must concede the fact that this modern world is not as fertile toward the flourishing of the seed of the 

gospel as it has been in our nation for two centuries or more. For this reason, and perhaps others also, evangelistic 

methods that worked well for many generations have become less productive than in former times. The devils are 

ingenious in arranging countermeasures, but their tactics are basically confined to this, whereas God knows all 

things from beginning to end. Do we not think that God is able to show us what will work best to both preserve 

our own and also reach the world in any given age or place?  I am not advocating abandoning any of our proven 

methods, but some of them were once considered innovations by many, while they were only wise adjustments led 

by God to achieve greater successes for the Lord. Only God knows the future and what will work well in the future, 

until He reveals it to some of us. Let us with heart-burdened prayers ask Him to show us how to win.  

 Historical records show that in times of fervent missionary activity when most of our churches were being 

established in their respective communities that the preachers leading these efforts were the prime examples of 

personal evangelism who set the standard for the church members they gathered. So well was this done that 

years and decades later, even sometimes centuries later, after many local pastors had ceased to practice such 

evangelistic visitation and personal witnessing, many of the members of their churches continued it with vigor, 

especially in seasons when they were stirred up into revival mode. I fear that many churches are entering, or 

have already entered a time when neither pastors, evangelists (revivalists),  or many members remember how 

this was done, and consequently many churches are slowly dying for lack of this burden and activity, while 

children of these churches, many of them now parents, are drifting away in complacency and apathy. 

  Where are the fervent, zealous, Spirit-driven, unflappable, church members whose ministry can 

reverse this trend? May God raise them up in this generation before we lose much or all of what our Spiritual 

forefathers revived of the apostolic methods of success. 
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                                                                SOME AFTER-THOUGHTS 

 Circuit riding preachers may have developed out of frontier necessity, but when settled and conquered, 

settled pastors were needed and church hopping needed to stop! 

 Cars have enabled many people to move far away from their churches without having to move their 

memberships to a closer church, but his invention also limited members from personally evangelizing and 

cultivating near neighbors. At the same time, new people move into our old communities who drive back to the 

distant churches from which they came. In both cases that direct Spiritual influence which was once normal is 

greatly diminished! What adjustments need to be made and how?  Strangers to Spiritual truth need a personal 

touch! 

 I am all for proper use of radio, Television, I-phones, Internet, etc. to draw people's interest to the doctrines 

of truth and salvation, but most people at some point need the personal touch before they can find salvation and 

embrace the collective Spiritual worship of the True and Living God. What methods need to be changed, and 

how do we restore the "GO" to our sacred commission from Jesus? Some of us seem to understand "GO" 

regarding missions far away, but not so much locally? 

 As culture changes, what adjustments do we need to make in our lives which will work best to 

accomplish the age-old tasks?  Only God knows, unless or until He reveals it to our inquiring hearts when we are 

seeking His Spiritual revelations!  (It has always been so!) We don't need clever human innovations, but rather 

God's  intimate leadership! We have the truth, and we have the Flawless leader Whom we all know.  

 In recent years Old Union Missionary Baptist Church has been led by the Lord to begin two enterprises 

which have shown some very encouraging results which are two-fold. They have helped children of the 

churches, while having simultaneously also served as promising effective outreaches to the children and 

young adults of outsiders. These are the Old Union School (preschool through 12th grade) and the Student 

Fellowship of Old Time Baptists on the Western Kentucky University campus. Those who have felt Holy Spirit led 

to use these effective methods have put much of their own burdened labor into these local missions.  It has been for 

them a labor of love with many Spiritual blessings and rewards. Let it not be forgotten that this Old Union Baptist 

Ministers' School was accused by some of being an innovation which some thought was useless or even dangerous. 

Yet it endures 46 years later, having helped many preachers and churches, and our missions and missionaries. 

Sustained participation at this present date continues to declare its great worth! Let none of us who have greatly 

benefitted from such helpful enterprises forget to thank God for those blessings or forget to pray for those whose 

labors sustain these productive efforts! 

 Sunday Schools were an enterprise which God led our forefathers to embrace more than a century ago, and 

they have endured as effective Spiritual tools until the present.  Almost beyond present day memories some of our 

preachers used public debate as a tool to teach Spiritual and rightly divided Biblical truths to souls which would 

likely never have otherwise heard them. Even our cherished tradition of "revival meetings," or  "revival efforts" as 

some rather call them, evolved out of the unplanned "protracted meetings" which frequently resulted from the 

revival activity of the American "Great Awakening" Revivals' Spiritual outpourings (1720-1830). These "Great 

Awakenings" were the primary factor in creating the most genuinely Christian nation ever, along with its 

multitude of local evangelical churches.  Some of these Spirit-led enterprises are not working as effectively as 

they once did, but God showed our forefathers in their times what would work effectively to bring the "lost" world 

to Him. That same God is able to show us what measures will work best to win the world to Him in the practices of 

our remaining churches when following His Holy Spirit.  

 We must get the Spiritual truths we know so well out to the people in our society and culture in the 

most effective and personal way possible. This is our "great commission!"  Modern technology is being used by 

some to help accomplish this, and where God leads his people to do so, it will be used with His help in our sacred 

mission. However, such long distant outreach cannot entirely replace the personal evangelism of the true children to 

God, whose Spiritual witnessing has always been God's main purpose in leaving us for a season in this vain sinful 

world. 

 


