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INTRODUCTION: “Mat 11:1  And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding 
his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities.  

Although we often use the words teach and preach interchangeably, there is a clear distinction in the 
method employed for each.  In the gospel accounts of Jesus ministry, it clearly shows him employing 
both methods, but while referencing him as “preaching” is used nine (9) times, he is portrayed as 
“teaching” over forty-one (41) times.  The differences in Greek words employed will help us understand 
the methods themselves. 

PREACH = κηρύσσω 

kērussō 

Thayer Definition: 

1) to be a herald , to officiate as a herald (an official messenger bringing news) 

1a) to proclaim after the manner of a herald 

1b) always with the suggestion of formality, gravity and an authority which must be listened to and 
obeyed 

2) to publish, proclaim openly: something which has been done 

3) used of the public proclamation of the gospel and matters pertaining to it, made by John the Baptist, 
by Jesus, by the apostles and other Christian teachers. 

 

TEACH =διδάσκω 

didaskō 
Thayer Definition: 

1) to teach 

1a) to hold discourse with others in order to instruct them, deliver didactic (instructional) discourses 

1b) to be a teacher 

1c) to discharge the office of a teacher, conduct one’s self as a teacher 

2) to teach one 

2a) to impart instruction 

2b) instill doctrine into one 

2c) the thing taught or enjoined 

2d) to explain or expound a thing 

2f) to teach one something 



AS Ministers of Christ we are instructed to both preach and to teach.  There is a time for preaching, but 
today is a time for teaching.  It is therefore not our purpose to arouse your emotions, but rather to 
challenge your minds into serious consideration of facts presented.  

Reading Lesson:   Col 2:8  Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

Col 2:9  For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

Col 2:10  And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: 

Col 2:11  In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting 

off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 

Col 2:12  Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the 

operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 

Col 2:13  And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 

Col 2:14  Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to 

us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

Col 2:15  And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 

triumphing over them in it. 

Col 2:16  Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of 

the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

Col 2:17  Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

Reason For The Lesson: Much of our organized special worship services are derived from 
and centered around erroneously declared holidays established by the apostate Catholic Church.  While 
we find it convenient to build special services around these publicly recognized holidays, we 
unconsciously validate their authenticity even though there is no Biblical support for their existence or 
their observance.  As pastors, preachers and teachers, we have a responsibility to clearly differentiate 
between those things we do by tradition and those things we do by scriptural authority.  In order to 
differentiate, we ourselves must learn so we can then teach others.  

Overall Aim Of This Lesson:  To promote within each of us a Berean attitude, to be more 
noble than others, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, but then searching  the scriptures daily 
to see whether those things are so.   

Specific Aim  Of The Lesson: To  Expose The Error of a Friday Crucifixion By Using Biblical 
Types, Shadows and Eye Witness Accounts. At The Same Time Validating Jesus Own Words That Proof of 
His Messiahship Would Be Three Days and Thee Nights in The Heart of The Earth.   

The Origin Of Easter Celebration: “What does the term Easter mean? It is not a 
Christian name. It bears its Chaldean origin on its very forehead. Easter is nothing else than Astarte, one 
of the titles if Beltis, the queen of heaven, whose name as pronounced by the people of Nineveh, was 
identical with that now in common use in this country ( Britan). That name, as found by Layard on 



ancient Assyrian monuments is Ishtar.  The worship of Bel and Astarte was very early introduced into 
Britain, along with the Druids, ‘the priests of the groves;.” (The Two Babylons. by Alexander Hislop, 
Second American Edition. Page 103). 

 

1. THE PICTURE OF JONAH:   

 Text:  Mat 12:38  Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we 

would see a sign from thee. Mat 12:39  But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous 
generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 
Mat 12:40  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man 
be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth 

 

“The Jews  say, that:  "for three days the soul goes to the grave, thinking the body may return; but when 
it sees the figure of the face changed, it goes away, and leaves it, as it is said, Job 14:22.'' 
 
So of Jonah's being three days and three nights in the whale's belly, they say, "these are the three days a 
man is in the grave, and his bowels burst; and after three days that defilement is turned upon his face.'' 
 
Hence, they do not allow anyone to bear witness of one that is dead or killed, that he is such an one, 
after three days, because then his countenance is changed , and he cannot be well known.” (John Gill on 
John 11:39) 

 

The Difficulty Stated: Traditional Timing Does Not Work 

The choice of a Sunday date for Easter is based on the assumption that Christ rose from the grave early 
on a Sunday morning. The popular belief is that Christ was crucified on a Friday and rose on a Sunday. 
But are these suppositions true?  A close reading of the Bible cast serious doubt on this tradition.  

 
Some try to reconcile Christ’s words with their belief in a Friday crucifixion and Sunday resurrection by 
rationalizing that Christ’s “three days and three nights” statement does not require a literal span of 72 
hours. They reason that a part of a day can be reckoned as a whole day. Hence, since Jesus died in the 
afternoon—around “the ninth hour” after daybreak, or about 3 p.m. (Matthew 27:46-50)—they think 
the remainder of Friday constituted the first day, Saturday the second and part of Sunday the third. 
 
However, they fail to take into consideration that only two nights—Friday night and Saturday night—are 
accounted for in this explanation. After all, the Bible is clear that Jesus had already risen before the 
daylight portion of Sunday (John 20:1).  
 
 

A. The Gospels are clear that Jesus died and His body was hurriedly placed in the tomb late in 
the afternoon, just before sundown when a Sabbath began:  

a.  Joh 19:31  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should 
not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) 



besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Joh 
19:41  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a 
new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.  Joh 19:42  There laid they Jesus 
therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.  

 

B. By the traditional “ Good Friday–Easter Sunday ” timing, from Friday sundown to 
Saturday sundown is one night and one day. Saturday night to Sunday daybreak is another 
night, giving us two nights and one day. So where do we get another night and two days to 
equal the three days and three nights Jesus said He would be in the tomb? 
 

C. This is definitely a problem. Most theologians and religious scholars try to work around it 
by arguing that any part of a day or night counts as a day or night. Thus, they say, the final 
few minutes of that Friday afternoon were the first day, all day Saturday was the second 
day, and the first few minutes of Sunday morning were the third day. 
 
 

D. THIS DOES NOT WORK!  THIS ONLY ADDS UP TO THREE DAYS AND TWO NIGHTS, NOT THREE 
DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS.  THERE IS NO WAY YOU CAN CALCULATE THIS TO BE THREE DAYS AND 
THREE NIGHTS.   
 

E. IMPORTANT STATEMENT IN JOHN 20:1 “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the 
sepulchre.”  Jesus was already resurrected well before daybreak so we clearly understand that 
he was not in the tomb ANY of the daylight portion of Sunday, so none of that can be counted as 
a day.   
 

F. That leaves us with, at most, part of a day on Friday, all of Friday night, a whole daylight portion 
on Saturday, and most of Saturday night. That totals one full day and part of another, and one 
full night and most of another—still at least a full day and a full night short of the time Jesus said 
He would be in the tomb. Clearly something doesn’t add up. Either Jesus misspoke about the 
length of time He would be in the tomb, or the “Good Friday–Easter Sunday” timing is not 
biblical or accurate. 
 
 
 

2. UNDERSTANDING GOD’S CLEAR PICTURE OF TIME 
 

A. One key to understanding the timing of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection lies in 
understanding God’s timetable.  This includes counting when days begin and end as well as the 
timing of biblical festivals during the spring of the year when these events took place. 
 

B. We first need to realize that God doesn’t begin and end days at midnight as we do—that is a 
humanly devised method of counting time. God Himself defines a “day” as having a period of 
darkness (called night) and a period of daylight (call day).  God’s day begins with the night 
period.  Gen 1:5  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening 
and the morning were the first day. HE STATES THIS 6 TIMES IN GENESIS CHAPTER 1.  
 

https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/the-good-friday-easter-sunday-question
https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/the-good-friday-easter-sunday-question


C. Jesus defines the daylight period as having 12 hours, not some portion thereof. Joh 11:9  Jesus 
answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, 
because he seeth the light of this world.  Joh 11:10  But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, 
because there is no light in him.  
 

D. The Gospel writers confirm God’s time of a complete cycle of days and nights.  Mat 4:1  Then 
was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. Mat 4:2  And when 
he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred.  
 

E. JEWISH vs. ROMAN RECKONING OF TIME. Most of the confusion relating to the crucifixion can 
be traced to the way a Jewish person in the Bible would have interpreted time as compared to 
how someone from the West interprets time today. The Jewish "day" starts at sunset, the exact 
timing of which changes slightly depending upon the season. Therefore, their day is getting dark 
when it begins. A Roman "day," however, started at midnight (as does most of the western 
world today). So when their day began it would be dark and would soon be getting light--just 
the opposite of the Jewish day. 
 
During the time of Christ the Israelites adopted the Roman practice of counting 4 "watches" 
during the night. These watches began at approximately 9:30 PM, 12:00 midnight, 2:30 AM 
(called the cockcrow watch), and 5 AM. From sunrise they divided the day in sections into what 
they termed "hours". Thus when they said that something happened at the 6th hour it was 
about noon or 6 hours after sunrise, not 6 AM like we would reckon time in the West. 
 
Most scholars agree that John wrote his Gospel late in the first century, around 80 AD, from 
Ephesus--the capital of the Roman province of Asia. Therefore he used Greek terms and would 
often interpret the meaning of Hebrew words, which would have been unnecessary if he had 
been writing for a Jewish audience. Therefore he was obviously writing to the Gentiles and 
would have used terminology related to the time of day that Gentiles would have understood, 
i.e., Roman reckoning of time. 

An example of this confusion of the different terminologies can be found when Christ was 
crucified. According to Mark it was the third hour, the third hour since sunrise or 9 am Mar 
15:25  And it was the third hour, and they crucified him.  However John says it was "about the 
sixth hour" when he was still being sentenced by Pilate and before he was led to the cross. Joh 
19:14  And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto 
the Jews, Behold your King!  

 

The difference lies in the fact that John is thinking Roman time, which starts at midnight, and 
thus it was about 6 am. It probably took a few more hours for Christ to make his way to the 
cross and thus it is not hard to imagine that it was accomplished by 9 AM.  

 
Following is a chart that shows what events took place during the different Hours of the day for 
both Jewish and Roman readers of the Gospels: 
 
 



Jewish Reckoning of Time  Hour of the Day  Roman Reckoning of Time  

Jewish "Hours" start at Sunrise  Roman Day starts at Midnight  

Sunrise = 1st hour = 6AM   Midnight = 1st hour = 12 AM  

Luke 22:61 Jesus had already been arrested in 
the middle of the night and taken to the High 
Priest. Peter is in the High Priest's courtyard 
and denies Jesus three times and the rooster 
crows. At daybreak the elders took Jesus to 
Pilate. The Cockcrow watch began about 2:30 
am  

      2-6 AM  

John 19:14, "It was the day of 
Preparation of Passover Week, about 
the sixth hour. . .Pilate handed him 
over to them to be crucified."  

 
Mark 15:16-24 and Luke 22:60-23:32, Soldiers 
Mocked Jesus, struck him, spat on him and 
took him to Golgotha.  

       6-9 AM  
John 19:17 Jesus carried his own 
cross, to Golgotha.  

Mark 15:25, "It was the third hour when they 
crucified him." 3 + 6 = 9  

       9 AM   

Mark 15:33, "At the sixth hour darkness came 
over the whole land until the ninth hour." 6 + 
6 = 12/Noon  

   12 Noon - 3 pm  

                                                                                                                   
John 19:18-29: John records several 
events and words of Jesus while on 
the cross.  

Mark 15:34, "and at the ninth hour Jesus cried 
out in a loud voice. . . With a loud cry, Jesus 
breathed his last."  
(9 + 6 = 15 hours - 12 = 3 pm  

        3 PM  
John 19:30: After receiving the 
vinegar Jesus bows his head and gives 
up the Ghost.  

Mark 15:42-43, "It was Preparation Day (that is 
the day before the Sabbath). So as evening 
approached, Joseph of Arimathea, . . . asked 
Pilate for Jesus body." (no work was allowed 
on the Sabbath).  

       3-6 PM  

 
John 19:31, "Now it was the day of 
Prepartion, and the next day was to 
be a special Sabbath. Because Jews 
did not want the bodies left on the 
crosses during the Sabbath . . . " (no 
work was allowed on the Sabbath).  

Sabbath starts at 12th hour or Sunset.         6 PM  Sabbath starts at Sunset 6 PM  

 

GOD MAKES A CALENDAR CHANGE:  The Jewish year began in the Fall and coincided with the 
harvest time and the Autumn Equinox. We find various references to that in both scripture and secular 
writings.  While in Egypt the Israelites observed the same beginning of the year and course of the 
months as Egypt as intimated by Josephus, in his Antiquities of the Jews. The Egyptians 1st month was 
Thot and the Jews  first month of the year was Tisri, both answer to a part of our September.   But in 
Exodus, when God delivered them from bondage and gave Moses the command for preparation of the 
Passover, here is what he said, “Exo 12:2  This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall 
be the first month of the year to you.  

 

 



3. TWO KINDS OF SABBATHS – A PICTURE MISREAD 
 

A. Most people have no idea that the Bible talks about two kinds of Sabbath days; the normal 
weekly Sabbath day that falls on the seventh day of the week and seven annual Sabbath days 
that were also observed by resting and no work allowed. 
 

B. The reason that Friday is the day most think of as the day of Christ’s crucifixion is that Mark 
15:42 states that it was the preparation day (the day before the Sabbath). Mar 15:42  And now 
when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the 
sabbath, Mar 15:43  Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the 
kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.  In the 
normal weekly Sabbath cycle, Friday is indeed the preparation day. But in this case, there were 
two kinds of Sabbaths during that week. The Sabbath referred to in Mark 15:42 was an annual 
Holy Day—NOT the weekly Sabbath.  John 19:31 confirms this by specifically stating that it was a 
high day. or annual Holy Day.  Joh 19:31  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, 
that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was 
an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken 
away. Then two days later was the weekly Sabbath, which is the one referred to in Luk 23:56  
And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to 
the commandment.  
 

C. In order to get the whole picture one must piece together the information given in the gospels, 
co-ordinating this picture with the information in the Old Testament describing what was going 
on during the Passover season.  
 

THE FEASTS OF THE LORD 

Lev 23:1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

Lev 23:2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, which 
ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.  

The Sabbath 

Lev 23:3  Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye 
shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings.  

The Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread 

Lev 23:4  These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their 
seasons.  

Lev 23:5  In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD'S passover.  

Lev 23:6  And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: 
seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.  

Lev 23:7  In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.  

Lev 23:8  But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an 
holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.  

 



The Feast of Firstfruits 

Lev 23:9  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

Lev 23:10  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I 
give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your 
harvest unto the priest:  

Lev 23:11  And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after 
the sabbath the priest shall wave it.  

Lev 23:12  And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of the first 
year for a burnt offering unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:13  And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an 
offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, 
the fourth part of an hin.  

Lev 23:14  And ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that 
ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in 
all your dwellings.  

The Feast of Weeks 

Lev 23:15  And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought 
the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete:  

Lev 23:16  Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer 
a new meat offering unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:17  Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine 
flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:18  And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one 
young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat offering, 
and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:19  Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year 
for a sacrifice of peace offerings.  

Lev 23:20  And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the 
LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the priest.  

Lev 23:21  And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye 
shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings throughout your 
generations.  

Lev 23:22  And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make clean riddance of the corners 
of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy harvest: thou shalt leave 
them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God.  

The Feast of Trumpets 

Lev 23:23  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

Lev 23:24  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, 
shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.  

Lev 23:25  Ye shall do no servile work therein: but ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD.  

 



The Day of Atonement 

Lev 23:26  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

Lev 23:27  Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an 
holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the 
LORD.  

Lev 23:28  And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement 
for you before the LORD your God.  

Lev 23:29  For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from 
among his people.  

Lev 23:30  And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will I destroy 
from among his people.  

Lev 23:31  Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all 
your dwellings.  

Lev 23:32  It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the 
month at even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.  

 

The Feast of Booths 

Lev 23:33  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  

Lev 23:34  Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the 
feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:35  On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.  

Lev 23:36  Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be 
an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn 
assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein.  

Lev 23:37  These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an 
offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and drink 
offerings, every thing upon his day:  

Lev 23:38  Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, and beside 
all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD.  

Lev 23:39  Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, 
ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth 
day shall be a sabbath.  

Lev 23:40  And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and 
the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven 
days.  

Lev 23:41  And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever 
in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month.  

Lev 23:42  Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths:  

Lev 23:43  That your generations may know that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.  

Lev 23:44  And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the LORD.  



IMPORTANT!  The verses above speak of three different feasts.  Passover, Unleavened Bread, and 
First Fruits.  Passover was on the 14th and was a day of Holy Covocation.  The next day, the 15th was also 
a  High Sabbath and no work could be done.  No matter what day of the week Passover fell on, it was 
ALWAYS immediately followed by a second day that was also a  Holy Convocation.  THIS IS IMPORTANT.   

Then we have the Feast of First Fruits, always observed during the seven day weekly Feast of 
Unleavened Bread.   It was always observed the day after the weekly Sabbath which fell after the 1st day 
of the Feast of Unlevened Bread.  We know this by observing that in Leviticus 23:1-22, the only time the 
word Sabbath is used is in relation to the weekly seventh day Sabbath, all other days of rest are referred 
to as Holy Convocations.  The timing of Pentecost was specifically tied to the counting of Sabbaths ( 7 
from the time of the First Fruit offering) so this Feast becomes critical in painting the picture and 
establishing the reason for the resurrection on the first day of the week.   

D. HERE IS WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE TIME LINE: 
 

a. We know that Jesus prepared for the Passover meal  in obedience to the 
commandments to do so given in Leviticus 23, Exodus 12 and Numbers 28:16-25.  
 

b.  DEFINITION OF PASSOVER  Strongs: G3957: Πάσχα  pascha pas'-khah  = Of Chaldee 
origin (compare [H6453]); the Passover (the meal, the day, the festival or the special 
sacrifices connected with it): - Easter, Passover. 

 

The preparation for the Paschal Meal at the home of a friend (possibly that of John Mark's father and 
mother) 

Mat 26:17-19 Mar 14:12-16 Luk 22:7-13 

17  Now the first day of the 
feast of unleavened bread the 
disciples came to Jesus, 
saying unto him, Where wilt 
thou that we prepare for thee 
to eat the passover? 

18  And he said, Go into the 
city to such a man, and say 
unto him, The Master saith, 
My time is at hand; I will keep 
the passover at thy house 
with my disciples. 

19  And the disciples did as 
Jesus had appointed them; 
and they made ready the 
passover. 

12  And the first day of 
unleavened bread, when they 
killed the passover, his disciples 
said unto him, Where wilt thou 
that we go and prepare that thou 
mayest eat the passover? 

13  And he sendeth forth two of 
his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Go ye into the city, and there shall 
meet you a man bearing a pitcher 
of water: follow him. 

14  And wheresoever he shall go 
in, say ye to the goodman of the 
house, The Master saith, Where is 
the guestchamber, where I shall 
eat the passover with my 
disciples? 

15  And he will shew you a large 

7  Then came the day of 
unleavened bread, when the 
passover must be killed. 

8  And he sent Peter and John, 
saying, Go and prepare us the 
passover, that we may eat. 

9  And they said unto him, Where 
wilt thou that we prepare? 

10  And he said unto them, 
Behold, when ye are entered into 
the city, there shall a man meet 
you, bearing a pitcher of water; 
follow him into the house where 
he entereth in. 

11  And ye shall say unto the 
goodman of the house, The 
Master saith unto thee, Where is 



upper room furnished and 
prepared: there make ready for 
us. 

16  And his disciples went forth, 
and came into the city, and found 
as he had said unto them: and 
they made ready the passover. 

the guestchamber, where I shall 
eat the passover with my 
disciples? 

12  And he shall shew you a large 
upper room furnished: there 
make ready. 

13  And they went, and found as 
he had said unto them: and they 
made ready the passover. 

 

 

 

At the Paschal Meal, Jesus points out Judas as the betrayer 

Mat 26:21-25 Mar 14:18-21 Luk 22:21-23 Joh 13:21-30 

21  And as they did eat, 
he said, Verily I say 
unto you, that one of 
you shall betray me. 

22  And they were 
exceeding sorrowful, 
and began every one of 
them to say unto him, 
Lord, is it I? 

23  And he answered 
and said, He that 
dippeth his hand with 
me in the dish, the 
same shall betray me. 

24  The Son of man 
goeth as it is written of 
him: but woe unto that 
man by whom the Son 
of man is betrayed! it 
had been good for that 
man if he had not been 
born. 

25  Then Judas, which 
betrayed him, 
answered and said, 
Master, is it I? He said 
unto him, Thou hast 

18  And as they sat and 
did eat, Jesus said, 
Verily I say unto you, 
One of you which 
eateth with me shall 
betray me. 

19  And they began to 
be sorrowful, and to say 
unto him one by one, Is 
it I? and another said, Is 
it I? 

20  And he answered 
and said unto them, It is 
one of the twelve, that 
dippeth with me in the 
dish. 

21  The Son of man 
indeed goeth, as it is 
written of him: but woe 
to that man by whom 
the Son of man is 
betrayed! good were it 
for that man if he had 
never been born. 

21  But, behold, the 
hand of him that 
betrayeth me is with 
me on the table. 

22  And truly the 
Son of man goeth, 
as it was 
determined: but 
woe unto that man 
by whom he is 
betrayed! 

23  And they began 
to enquire among 
themselves, which 
of them it was that 
should do this thing. 

21  When Jesus had thus 
said, he was troubled in 
spirit, and testified, and 
said, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, that one of you shall 
betray me. 

22  Then the disciples 
looked one on another, 
doubting of whom he 
spake. 

23  Now there was leaning 
on Jesus' bosom one of his 
disciples, whom Jesus loved. 

24  Simon Peter therefore 
beckoned to him, that he 
should ask who it should be 
of whom he spake. 

25  He then lying on Jesus' 
breast saith unto him, Lord, 
who is it? 

26  Jesus answered, He it is, 
to whom I shall give a sop, 
when I have dipped it. And 
when he had dipped the 
sop, he gave it to Judas 
Iscariot, the son of Simon. 

27  And after the sop Satan 



said. entered into him. Then said 
Jesus unto him, That thou 
doest, do quickly. 

28  Now no man at the 
table knew for what intent 
he spake this unto him. 

29  For some of them 
thought, because Judas had 
the bag, that Jesus had said 
unto him, Buy those things 
that we have need of 
against the feast; or, that he 
should give something to 
the poor. 

30  He then having received 
the sop went immediately 
out: and it was night. 

 

Jesus washes the feet of His disciples 

Joh 13:1-20 

1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he should 
depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them 
unto the end. 

2  And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to 
betray him; 

3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God, 
and went to God; 

4  He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 

 

c. After eating the meal (seder), Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane with the 
disciples to pray. (Matthew 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:40-46)  

 
d. Mark 14:32  And they came to a place named Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples, 

"Sit here until I have prayed."  
 

e. After praying, Jesus  was arrested, tried and on the cross by 9 a.m. the next day. 
 

f. Luke 22:54  And having arrested Him, they led Him away, and brought Him to the house 
of the high priest...  

 



g. Matthew 27:1-2  Now when morning had come, all the chief priests and the elders of the 
people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death;   and they bound Him, and led 
Him away, and delivered Him up to Pilate.   

 
h. Mark 15:25  And it was the third hour when they crucified Him.  

 
i.  Mat 27:45  Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth 

hour.  
 

j. Mar 15:34  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?  
Mar 15:35  And some of them that stood by, when they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth 
Elias. Mar 15:36  And one ran and filled a spunge full of vinegar, and put it on a reed, 
and gave him to drink, saying, Let alone; let us see whether Elias will come to take him 
down. Mar 15:37  And Jesus cried with a loud voice, and gave up the ghost.  
 

 

E. IMPORTANT: Whenever the Passover fell on the regular weekly Sabbath, the sacrifice was 

slain at 1:30 PM and offered at 2:30 PM on Friday to be finished before sundown on Friday, the 
beginning of the regular Sabbath.  If the Passover Sabbath fell on Friday, the sacrifice was slain 
at 12:30 PM on Thursday and offered at 1:30 PM on Thursday. However, on all other days the 
Passover sacrifice was slain at 2:30 PM and offered at 3:30 PM on the day previous to the 
Passover Sabbath itself. (Unger’s Bible Dictionary, page 354) 
 

 
3. THREE SABBATHS ALL IN A ROW – A CLEAR PICTURE DISTORTED 

BY TRADITION! 
 

A.  This passage in Leviticus  tells us that the Passover Sabbath is on the 14th and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread begins the 15th; they are back-to-back. These are “special” Sabbaths, also 
called a “high Sabbath”. Both days are Holy Convocations. Therefore, the Sabbath for which 
Jesus had to be removed from the cross was a High Sabbath, not the weekly Sabbath. Unlike 
the weekly Sabbath that is every Friday night to Saturday night, this special Sabbath can fall on 
any day of the week. 
  

B. Are there New Testament Scriptures that give us this information about this special Sabbath? 
Yes, there are:  
 

a. Joh 18:28  Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; 
and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but 
that they might eat the passover.  

b.  
c.  Luk 23:52  This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Luk 23:53  And he 

took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, 
wherein never man before was laid. Luk 23:54  And that day was the preparation, and 
the sabbath drew on.  
 



d. Joh 19:31  The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should 
not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) 
besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.  

 
e. Joh 19:42  There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the 

sepulchre was nigh at hand.  
 

 
C. Jesus died on the cross as the Passover lambs were being slain, but was removed from the cross 

before sunset, which began the High Sabbath, the day of Passover, which would then be 
followed by the 1st day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.   
 

a. On a Sabbath no work is done, therefore, the women could not prepare Jesus’ body for 
burial. Jesus was removed from the cross, wrapped in linen and placed in a tomb.  
 

b. Mar 15:46  And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, 
and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto the 
door of the sepulchre.  

 
c. Because of the encroaching High Sabbath, the linen wrapping was all that time allowed 

to be done for Jesus. Under the torah (law) one could not buy or sell on a Sabbath.  
 

d. Neh 10:31  And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the sabbath day to 
sell, that we would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on a holy day: 

 
D. Therefore, with the Sabbaths coming on, the women hurriedly purchased what they needed but 

could not anoint His body until after the Sabbaths had past.  
 

a.  Mar 16:1  And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. 
 

b. Luk 23:55  And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and 
beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. Luk 23:56  And they returned, and 
prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the 
commandment. Luk 24:1  Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain 

others with them.  

 

E. Thus far, Jesus has died, been placed in a tomb as the High Sabbath of Passover  began. The 
women that day purchased the spices and prepared them to anoint Jesus’ body. They then had 
to rest for the Sabbaths to pass. Since there were no electric lights to enable them to work at 
night, they waited until morning on the first day of the week, Sunday, to go to the tomb to 
prepare His body. When they arrived, the tomb was empty. Does this mean that Jesus arose on 
that day, or was the tomb empty because He had already arisen? 
 



To make all of these events fit, we can count backwards from the weekly Sabbath and figure out 
what evening Jesus and the disciples had the meal in the upper room and what day He was 
crucified. The timeline of events would look like this: 

13th.  Tuesday night – Meal and institution of Lord’s Supper, prayer in Gethsemane, arrested,  
brought before the Jews. Preparation Day for Passover.  

13th Wednesday morning – before Pilate, on the cross by 9 a.m., dead by 3 p.m.  Preparation 
Day for Passover 

14th Wednesday night –Jesus in the tomb – first night, High Sabbath of Passover begins 

14th Thursday –Jesus in the tomb – first day, High Sabbath,  

15th Thursday night –Jesus in the tomb, second night,  High Sabbath of Feast of Unleavened 
Bread begins. 

15th Friday –Jesus in the tomb, second day, High Sabbath continues 

16th Friday night –Jesus in the tomb, third night, weekly Sabbath begins 

16th Saturday –Jesus in the tomb third day, weekly Sabbath ends at 6PM.  

17th Saturday Night –Jesus NOT IN THE TOMB, Beginning of Sunday. Feast of First Fruits.  

  

F. In order for Jesus’ words to be fulfilled of three days AND three nights in the earth, He could not 
have spent a fourth night in the tomb! Therefore, sometime after  sunset at the end of Saturday 
and BEFORE sunrise on Sunday, Jesus arose. When the women arrived at the first opportunity to 
see what they had come to do, Jesus had already arisen! He was gone.  
 

G. Mat 28:1  In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. Mat 28:2  And, behold, there was a 
great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back 
the stone from the door, and sat upon it. Mat 28:3  His countenance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow: Mat 28:4  And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men. Mat 28:5  And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. Mat 28:6  He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay.  
 

H. IMPORTANT: Several Bible translations recognize that more than one Sabbath is discussed in 
these events. In Matthew 28:1 some Bible versions, including Alfred Marshall’s Parallel New 
Testament in Greek and English, Ferrar Fenton’s Translation and Green’s Literal Translation, 
properly translate a phrase occurring here as “after the sabbaths.” Young’s Literal Translation 
and The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament (1992, p. 1270) similarly 
acknowledge that multiple Sabbaths are intended here. 



 4. THE FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS – A PICTURE UNIQUE 

A. The timing and celebration of the Feast of Firstfruits provides us with a beautiful picture of 
the Resurrection of Jesus and the promise of many to follow.   If the Passover represents our 
deliverance from Sin by the death of the Lamb, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread  
represents our fellowship with God, then the Feast of First Fruits certainly pictures the 
promise of God’s future blessings.   
 

B. The scriptures gives us a beautiful picture of that promise in the resurrection of many saints 
at the time of Jesus resurrection. 

 

C. Mat 27:50  Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. Mat 
27:51  And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and 
the earth did quake, and the rocks rent;  Mat 27:52  And the graves were opened; and many 
bodies of the saints which slept arose, Mat 27:53  And came out of the graves after his 
resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.  

 

D. 1Co 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 1Co 
15:20  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 

  

CONCLUSION:  WITH ALL THIS BEING SAID, IT MUST BE REMEMBERED THAT THE DAY OF THE 
WEEK IS NOT SOMETHING WE KNOW EXPLICITLY FROM A CLEAR STATEMENT IN THE SCRIPTURES.  TO 
ME, THE PICTURES SEEM CLEAR, BUT OTHERS MAY SEE THEM DIFFERENTLY.  WHAT WE DO KNOW IS 
THAT CHRIST’S DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION  OCCURRED ON PASSOVER AS A MODEL OF THE 
SACRIFICE OF THE PERFECT LAMB, AND THAT HE ROSE AGAIN ON THE FEAST OF FIRST FRUITS, SINCE HE 
IS THE FIRST FRUITS OF THE RESURRECTION.  IT IS FINE TO HOLD A PERSONAL VIEW, BUT UNWISE RTO 
BE DOGMATIC ABOUT IT.  WE SHOULD CELEBRATE THE CROSS AND THE RESURRECTION EVERY DAY GOD 
GRANTS US TO LIVE THIS SIDE OF ETERNITY.  

 

 


