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Psa 8:1  To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David. O LORD our Lord, how excellent 
is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.  
Psa 8:2  Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine 
enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.  
Psa 8:3  When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained;  
Psa 8:4  What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?  
Psa 8:5  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory 
and honour.  
Psa 8:6  Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things 
under his feet:  
Psa 8:7  All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;  
Psa 8:8  The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of 
the seas.  
Psa 8:9  O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!  
 
Gen 1:26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.  
Gen 1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them. 
 
Introduction 
  
Man is a complex being.  Scripture attributes to him:  body, mind, heart, bowels, conscience, 
soul, and spirit.  This complexity and his likeness to God makes it possible for man to commune 
with and worship God. 
 
The image of God in man illustrates the awesomeness of God’s creative purposes and the 
uniqueness of man in God’s grand design.  God made man be “like us” and to “represent us.”   
 
God is a spirit but, because the law required man to die eternally because of sin, God (the Son) 
became a man (the last Adam) that He might die as a substitute for man. And having defeated 
sin, death, and the grave He arose with a spiritual body—thereby becoming the first of many that 
would be resurrected in His likeness. 
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1Co 15:45  And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit.  
1Co 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward 
that which is spiritual.  
1Co 15:47  The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.  
1Co 15:48  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are 
they also that are heavenly.  
1Co 15:49  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
heavenly. 
 
While Scripture does not explicitly explain this “image of God” in man, several characteristics 
can be observed that are common to God and the man made in His image: 

 
I. God is a spirit and man was created in that likeness.   

 
A. God is self-existent (“I am”) and is eternal past, present, and future.  Man’s 

spiritual nature makes him eternal from his creation forward.  He will live 
eternally or die eternally, but once created will always exist.  To worship and 
represent a spiritual, eternal God, man must be spiritual in nature.  
Joh 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.   
  

B. When Adam and Eve sinned, they died spiritually and became destined to die 
naturally; and, were sentenced to eternally die, both spiritually and bodily, in hell.  
This being the eternal second death. 
Gen 2:17  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of  
it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
 

C. By repentance and faith man is remade (born again) in the image of Christ. 
The image of God in man can only be restored by the creative hand of God.  The  
newly created being within man is holy like God, sealed by the Spirit of God until  
the day of redemption, and is occupied by God Himself in the person of the Holy  
Spirit.  Communion with God is restored by reconciliation though the  
substitutionary death of Jesus Christ 
  
 2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are  
passed away; behold, all things are become new.  
2Co 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 
2Co 5:19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 
reconciliation.  
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2Co 5:20  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech 
you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.  
2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in him. 
 
The dead inner man is made alive by the quickening spirit of God. 
1Co 15:45  And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the  
last Adam was made a quickening spirit.  

 
II. God made man to be self-aware; to be a person.  

Gen 2:7  And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. (“self”). 

 
A. The Creator is a personal God, and the personhood of man reflects that aspect of 

God.  Men were created with personality, and each one is an unique individual 
with self-consciousness and purpose.  Being made in the image of God, each 
human life has significance before God. 
Scripture presents some of the personality traits of God.  He is described as being:  
knowable, welcoming, forgiving, honest, gentle, loving, kind, faithful, true, loyal, 
trustworthy, merciful, holy (pure, undefiled), perfect (finished, complete, 
consummate, not defective), just, impartial, and jealous.  

 
Man is not only a “self,” but he can know: 

1. Who he is;  
2. What he is;  
3. Where he came from;  
4. Where he is; 
5. Where he is going; and even 
6. Why he is. 

 
B. When man became a sinner his personhood was severely marred, but he retained  

his “self.”  That identity (self) will exist eternally. 
Several scriptural passages demonstrate that God considered man to exist in His 
own image, even though that image became tainted because of sin. 
Gen 9:6  Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the 
image of God made he man.  

 
Jas 3:8  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly 
poison.  
Jas 3:9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, 
which are made after the similitude of God.  

   
C. The born-again man retains his personal identity, but spiritually he is a new  
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person—the old things are passed away and all things are new.  Then the Holy 
Spirit, using the Word of God, works to sanctify the renewed man throughout his 
natural life.   

  Joh 17:17  Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  
 

2Ti 2:21  If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto 
honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good 
work. 

   
  In the fullness of time, the born-again man will be like Jesus. 

1Jn 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is.  

 
III. God created man to know right from wrong—a moral being.   

 
A. God created man with a sense of right and wrong—a conscience.  That conscience 

can be deadened, seared, or desensitized by sin; or it can be enhanced by holy 
instruction.   
 

B. When man sinned he lost his moral purity which was replaced with a sinful 
nature. Man was no longer a free moral agent but a sinner. 
Rom 7:21  I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  
 
Eph 2:1  And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  
Eph 2:2  Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the 
children of disobedience:  
Eph 2:3  Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts 
of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others. 

 
Importantly, this moral capacity makes man accountable to God for his actions. 
Rev 20:11  And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.  
Rev 20:12  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according 
to their works. 
 
Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  
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Rom 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death.  
 
1Co 3:11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.  
1Co 3:12  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble;  
1Co 3:13  Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, 
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of 
what sort it is.  
1Co 3:14  If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive 
a reward.  
1Co 3:15  If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire.  
 
Luk 19:15  And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the 
kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to whom he 
had given the money, that he might know how much every man had gained by 
trading.  
Luk 19:16  Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.  
Luk 19:17  And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast 
been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.  

 
C. Man’s born-again spirit is holy and kept by the Spirit of God. 

Joh 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever;  
Joh 14:17  Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you.  
 
Eph 4:30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption.  

 
In the fullness of time, born-again men will join the returning Christ and either be 
raised from a grave or be immediately changed into the likeness of Him.  The 
fullness of the promised salvation will be realized.  

 
The unregenerate sinner will eternally remain a sinner and face the unending 
vengeance of God.  
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IV. God gave man the ability and desire to relate to other like beings. 
 
A. The three persons of the Trinity worked together in complete harmony. 

Gen 1:26  And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 
 

That is pertinent because Jesus prayed for such a relationship between God and 
fallen men. 
Joh 17:11  And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast 
given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

 
Man was created in a state of holiness, and before sin, he enjoyed unrestrained 
communion with God 

    
The first relationship between human beings designed by God was that of 
marriage. 
Gen 2:18  And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I 
will make him an help meet for him.  

 
God’s commandments deal with his relationships with to other beings: 
Mar 12:30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment.  
Mar 12:31  And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these.  

 
Jesus even taught about a special relationship among regenerated men. 
Joh 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love one another.  
Joh 13:35  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another.  
 
Gal 3:26  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  
Gal 3:27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.  
Gal 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  
Gal 3:29  And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according 
to the promise. 

   
B. When man became a sinner he lost his close relationship with God, and began to 

have difficulties with interpersonal relationships with other men.  He could then 
commune with God only by grace through Jesus Christ. 
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Joh 16:25  These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, 
when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of 
the Father.  
Joh 16:26  At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will 
pray the Father for you:  
Joh 16:27  For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God. 

 
C. At resurrection the redeemed man will be raised in the likeness of the risen Savior 

and his relationship with God becomes perfect and complete.  
1Co 15:48  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the 
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.  
1Co 15:49  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly. 

  
V. The omniscient God made a man in His image that could think, know, and learn.  
  
 A. Man’s mind is an essential and vital part of how he relates to God. 

Mat 22:37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 

 
  Man is to cultivate his mind: 
  Eph 4:23  And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;  
 
  He is to renew his mind: 

Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.  

 
B. Because of sin man’s knowledge of truth is corrupted with false philosophies and 

vain imaginations. 
  Psa 94:11  The LORD knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.  
 

Mat 15:19  For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:  

 
C. The born-again man can gain absolute knowledge about God, existence, his own 

eternal well-being, etc.  Now believing God, he can learn the truths of God 
through the teaching of God’s Word and the Holy Spirit.  Man, being saved, is 
equipped to use the rational mind that God gave him to learn eternal truth. 
Rom 15:4  For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 
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VI. God (a God of love) made man capable of emotion. 
  

A. This characteristic of man allows him to experience intimacy in relationships; 
compassion for others; and the deep awe of God that causes him to delight and 
find soul satisfaction in God. 
Psa 17:15  As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake, with thy likeness.  

 
Psa 36:7  How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of 
men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.  
Psa 36:8  They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and 
thou shalt make them drink of the river of thy pleasures.  

  
 B. Emotions corrupted by sin can become lusts and evil desires. 

1Co 10:5  But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness.  
1Co 10:6  Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust 
after evil things, as they also lusted.  

 
C. Man, being restored, has a new heart with which he can feel.  He can strive to 

achieve the first and second great commandments; to love the Lord and his 
neighbor. 

 
VII. God made man in his image in that man was given the ability and desire to create. 
  

A. While man cannot speak things into existence as God can, God directed him to be 
“fruitful and multiply.  Man has made families and societies.  He has 
domesticated animals for his use.  He has harnessed energy to include electricity 
and the atom.  God has equipped and allowed man to do many marvelous things 
that has allowed him to advance in many areas of accomplihment.  

 
B. Man has used his creativity to pursue evil purposes. 

Gen 11:6  And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one 
language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from 
them, which they have imagined to do. 

 
Rom 1:21  Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, 
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish 
heart was darkened.  

 
Gen 6:5  And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  

 Ro 1:18-32; Ephesians 4:24-32 
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C. The restored man may, by the grace and power of God, accomplish things that 
have blessed eternal consequences.  He can fulfill the purpose for which he was 
created—to glorify God. 

 
VIII. Born-again men will be glorified with Christ when He returns. 
 1Co 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.  

1Co 15:20  But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept.  
1Co 15:21  For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead.  
1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  
1Co 15:23  But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ's at his coming.  

 
The Apostle Paul assures us that if Christ rose from the grave that all that believe in Him 
will also rise when He returns. 

 
1Co 15:35  But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do 
they come?  

 
The Apostle John writes that we will be like Him.   
1Jn 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as 
he is. 

 
Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.  Man must be changed into his final, 
perfect, eternal form—to be like Christ. 
The Apostle Paul wrote about the changes that must be made: 
Corruption to incorruption; dishonor to glory; weakness to power; a natural body changed 
to a spiritual body. 
1Co 15:45  And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last 
Adam was made a quickening spirit.  
1Co 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and 
afterward that which is spiritual.  
1Co 15:47  The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from 
heaven.  
1Co 15:48  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, 
such are they also that are heavenly.  
1Co 15:49  And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly. 

 
IX. Man made in the image of God has inherent dignity. 
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A. Human life is to be respected.  God commanded: “Thou shall not kill.”  That 
applies to all men, including self and unborn infants. 

 
B. Every human individual is significant to God and should be counted as such by all 

men.  
 
C. The Gospel is needed by and is to be taken to all men.  
 Mat 28:18  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 

me in heaven and in earth.  
Mat 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
Mat 28:20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 
In the modern world men often try to think of man as a being caused by random evolution.  
Perhaps that, at least sometimes, is due to an attempt to deny the existence of the sovereign God 
and man’s accountability to Him.  But, by faith is can be (and must be) known that God is the 
most important reality and that man was created in His image. 

 
 
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


