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The Conclusion of the Whole Matter—study notes 
 
 

Ecc 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  
Ecc 12:14  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil.  
 
This subject, like many others, cannot be covered comprehensively, but only facets of it can be 
examined, and those incompletely.  This lesson attempts to look at “The Conclusion of the 
Whole Matter” from five different perspectives. 
 
I. Victory 
 
VIC'TORY, n. [L. victoria, from vinco, victus, to conquer.] 
1. Conquest; the defeat of an enemy in battle, or of an antagonist in contest; a gaining of 
the superiority in war or combat. Victory supposes the power of an enemy or an antagonist 
to prove inferior to that of the victor. Victory however depends not always on superior skill 
or valor; it is often gained by the fault or mistake of the vanquished. 
Victory may be honorable to the arms, but shameful to the counsels of a nation. 
2. The advantage or superiority gained over spiritual enemies, over passions and appetites, 
or over temptations, or in any struggle or competition. 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor 15. 
 
Jos 11:1  And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor had heard those things, that he sent to 
Jobab king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to the king of Achshaph,  
Jos 11:2  And to the kings that were on the north of the mountains, and of the plains south of 
Chinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the west,  
Jos 11:3  And to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and to the Amorite, and the Hittite, 
and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite in the mountains, and to the Hivite under Hermon in the land 
of Mizpeh.  
Jos 11:4  And they went out, they and all their hosts with them, much people, even as the sand 
that is upon the sea shore in multitude, with horses and chariots very many.  
Jos 11:5  And when all these kings were met together, they came and pitched together at the 
waters of Merom, to fight against Israel.  
Jos 11:6  And the LORD said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them: for to morrow about 
this time will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hough their horses, and burn 
their chariots with fire.  
Jos 11:7  So Joshua came, and all the people of war with him, against them by the waters of 
Merom suddenly; and they fell upon them.  
os 11:8  And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who smote them, and chased them 
unto great Zidon, and unto Misrephothmaim, and unto the valley of Mizpeh eastward; and they 
smote them, until they left them none remaining.  
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Jos 11:9  And Joshua did unto them as the LORD bade him: he houghed their horses, and burnt 
their chariots with fire.  
 
Jos 11:23  So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD said unto Moses; and 
Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes. And the 
land rested from war.  
 
A. The Israelites had just won a great battle in the southern part of the country.  Upon 

hearing that the Jabin of Hazor became concerned that the advancing army of Israel  
would overtake the north and proceeded to organize the kings of the northern peoples. 

B. According to the historian Josephus that newly formed army had 300,000 foot soldiers, 
and 100,000 cavalry, along with 20,000 iron chariots.  Josephus notes that Israel greater 
feared the iron chariots because they have never gone against before. 

C. Joshua did what Moses had done, all he could do, he went to the Lord and received the 
promise of victory.   
Jos 11:6  And the LORD said unto Joshua, Be not afraid because of them: for to morrow 
about this time will I deliver them up all slain before Israel: thou shalt hough their 
horses, and burn their chariots with fire.  

D. These kings met and pitched together at the waters of Merom to fight against Israel.   
E.  According to God’s direction Israel force marched to Merom and attacked from multiple 

directions.  The Canaanites were caught by surprise in the dark and did not have room to 
maneuver their forces, and were utterly destroyed. 

F. The book of Joshua is written in two parts, and this ends the first section; “And the land 
rested from war.” 

G. One of the Conclusions of the Whole Matter will be after 6,000+ years of spiritual 
warfare on earth, the land will rest from war.  It will be finished, the war will be over, the 
victory will have been won. 

H. Mar 16:19  So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, 
and sat on the right hand of God.  
Mar 16:20  And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, 
and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.  
 

 Jesus, He that is so much greater than Joshua, had won the victory for ever and ever, and 
sat down on the right hand of God, but not from weariness because His people were still 
engaged in conflict. 

I. Rev 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for 
he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, 
and faithful. 

 
 The Lord Jesus Christ won the victory over sin and Satan on Calvary, but at the 

Conclusion of the Whole Matter that victory will be manifested before all creation and 
for all of eternity. 
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II. Reconciliation 
 
RECONCILIA'TION, n. [L. reconciliatio.] 
1. The act of reconciling parties at variance; renewal of friendship after disagreement or 
enmity. 
Reconciliation and friendship with God, really form the basis of all rational and true 
enjoyment. 
2. In Scripture, the means by which sinners are reconciled and brought into a state of favor 
with God, after natural estrangement or enmity; the atonement; expiation. 
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression and to make an end of sin, and to make reconciliation for iniquity. Dan 9. 
Heb 2. 
3. Agreement of things seemingly opposite, different or inconsistent. 
 
Gen 45:1  Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, 
Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made 
himself known unto his brethren.  
Gen 45:2  And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.  
Gen 45:3  And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his 
brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.  
Gen 45:4  And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came 
near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.  
Gen 45:5  Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for 
God did send me before you to preserve life.  
Gen 45:6  For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in 
the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.  
Gen 45:7  And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance.  
Gen 45:8  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.  
Gen 45:9  Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God 
hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:  
Gen 45:10  And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, 
and thy children, and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou 
hast:  
Gen 45:11  And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy 
household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.  
Gen 45:12  And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth 
that speaketh unto you.  
Gen 45:13  And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and 
ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.  
Gen 45:14  And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his 
neck.  
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Gen 45:15  Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren 
talked with him.  
Gen 45:16  And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethren are 
come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.  
Gen 45:17  And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, 
and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;  
Gen 45:18  And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the 
good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.  
Gen 45:19  Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for 
your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.  
Gen 45:20  Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.  
Gen 45:21  And the children of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the 
commandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the way.  
Gen 45:22  To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three 
hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of raiment.  
Gen 45:23  And to his father he sent after this manner; ten asses laden with the good things of 
Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn and bread and meat for his father by the way.  
Gen 45:24  So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye 
fall not out by the way.  
Gen 45:25  And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob their 
father,  
Gen 45:26  And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is governor over all the land of 
Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not.  
Gen 45:27  And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them: and when he 
saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived:  
Gen 45:28  And Israel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see him before 
I die.  
 
A. Joseph reconciled his brethren unto himself. 

1. Twenty-two years after his brothers sold Joseph into slavery he reconciled them 
unto himself.  

2. Undoubtedly Joseph understood the purpose of events and watched continually 
for his brethren to come to Egypt; to come to him.  He was ready, willing, and 
very able to provide their needs. 

3. Before Joseph could provide his family’s needs, there had to be a reconciliation; 
some relationships re-established.  This had to accomplished by Joseph.  Only 
Christ can reconcile us to himself. 

 
Rom 5:6  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  
Rom 5:7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to die.  
Rom 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.  
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Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.  
Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.  
Rom 5:11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we 
have now received the atonement. 
 
B. God takes the initiative in reconciliation.  
 1. We were powerless—Christ died for the ungodly. 
 2. We were still sinners—Christ died to pay our debt to the law. 

3. We were enemies of God—Christ made the plan of reconciliation and called us to 
Himself. 

 
2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.  
2Co 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation;  
2Co 5:19  To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.  
2Co 5:20  Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we 
pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.  
2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.  
 
C. God reconciles man unto Himself by making man new through regeneration. 
 1. Man becomes an new creature, all things are new. 

2. In reconciling man Christ does not impute their trespasses unto them, but rather 
the righteousness of Christ.  He who knew no sin was made to be sin for man, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in man. 

3. He has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
 
Joh 17:20  Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through 
their word;  
Joh 17:21  That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.  
Joh 17:22  And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as 
we are one:  
Joh 17:23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 
may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.  
Joh 17:24  Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that 
they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world. 
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D. At the conclusion of the whole matter reconciliation will be eternally complete. 
 1. We will be one with God as the Father and Son are one with another. 
 2. We will be with Jesus and all other saints of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 



8 
 

III. Consolation 
 
CONSOLATION, n. [L. See Console.] 
1. Comfort; alleviation of misery, or distress of mind; refreshment of mind or spirits; a 
comparative degree of happiness in distress or misfortune, springing from any 
circumstance that abates the evil, or supports and strengthens the mind, as hope, joy, 
courage and the like. 
Against such cruelties, with inward consolations recompensed. 
We have great joy and consolation in thy love. Phile 7. 
2. That which comforts, or refreshes the spirits; the cause of comfort; as the consolation of 
Israel. Luke 2. 
 
Php 2:1  If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship 
of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,  
Php 2:2  Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind.  
 
A. “Consolation” became necessary because of “sorrow” from the garden.  There is no true 

consolation to be found except in Christ.  Consolation that is provided to those whom He 
has bought with His blood. 

 
B. The Holy Spirit, during this present time, is referred to as the “Comforter.”  He is the 

“Comforter” and Christ is t he “Comfort.”  The Holy Spirit performs many tasks but He 
principally comforts—consoles. 

 
C. Christ at all times has been the consolation to the children of God.  Follow the path of 

Christ and the consolation is always close.  
1. In His omniscience God knew before creation that man would become a creature 

of sorrow because of sin and, therefore, predestinated the plan of grace.  The 
covenant was sealed before its need and provided the eternal means of holy 
consolation. 

2. Christ consoled His children in the Old Testament; e.g., the three Hebrew children 
in the furnace.  Saints were comforted by the sure promise of the coming Messiah. 

3. The steps of Christ can be closely followed as He put on the visible garment of 
humanity.  He suffered all that His children have, do, and will suffer and is 
therefore fully able to console them in each step they take through life.   

4. Being the first fruits of them that slept His resurrection is consolation to each of 
His children.  Death is now completely changed, it is no to be feared and dreaded, 
but to be approached in great hope and promise. 

Rev 21:1  And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 
passed away; and there was no more sea.  
Rev 21:2  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
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Rev 21:3  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God.  
Rev 21:4  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away.  
 
D. In the conclusion of the whole matter every misery, distress of mind, heart, and soul, and 

misfortune will be completely and eternally alleviated. Satan and sin will be cast eternally 
away into outer darkness. 
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IV. Vindication 
 
VINDICA'TION, n. [L. vindico.] 
1. The defense of an thing, or a justification against denial or censure, or against objections 
or accusations; as the vindication of opinions or of a creed; the vindication of the 
Scriptures against the objections and cavils of infidels. 
2. The act of supporting by proof or legal process; the proving of any thing to be just; as 
the vindication of a title, claim or right. 
3. Defense by force or otherwise; as the vindication of the rights of man; the vindication of 
our liberties or the rights of conscience. 
 

1Ki 18:36  And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the 
prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this 
day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at 
thy word.  
1Ki 18:37  Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, 
and that thou hast turned their heart back again.  
 
A. All that has been done in the name of Jesus will be vindicated. 
 
 
Isa 45:22  Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is 
none else.  
Isa 45:23  I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall 
not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.  
Isa 45:24  Surely, shall one say, in the LORD have I righteousness and strength: even to him 
shall men come; and all that are incensed against him shall be ashamed.  
Isa 45:25  In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.  
 
B. In the conclusion of the whole matter the Lord Jesus Christ will be vindicated and those 

“incensed” against him shall be ashamed.  Without exception every knee will bow and 
every tongue will confess that He is Lord. 

 
Php 2:7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men:  
Php 2:8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.  
Php 2:9  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name:  
Php 2:10  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth;  
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Php 2:11  And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  
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V.  Vengeance 
 
VENGEANCE, n. venj'ance. [L. vindico.] 
The infliction of pain on another, in return for an injury or offense. Such infliction, when it 
proceeds from malice or more resentment, and is not necessary for the purposes of justice, 
is revenge, and a most heinous crime. When such infliction proceeds from a mere love of 
justice, and the necessity of punishing offenders for the support of the laws, it is vengeance, 
and is warrantable and just. In this case, vengeance is a just retribution, recompense or 
punishment. In this latter sense the word is used in Scripture, and frequently applied to the 
punishments inflicted by God on sinners. 
To me belongeth vengeance and recompense. Deu 32. 
The Lord will take vengeance on his adversaries. Nahum 1. 
With a vengeance, in familiar language, signifies with great violence or vehemence; as, to 
strike one with a vengeance. 
Formerly, what a vengeance, was a phrase used for what emphatical. 
 
 
Ecc 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  
Ecc 12:14  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be 
good, or whether it be evil.  
 
A God reserves vengeance for Himself. 
 
Rom 12:19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  
 
Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;  
 
B. God’s wrath is not random but is focused on ungodliness and unrighteousness. 
 
Rev 6:15  And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, 
and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in 
the rocks of the mountains;  
Rev 6:16  And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:  
Rev 6:17  For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?  
 
C. It will be the wrath of the Lamb of God. 
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D. The characteristics of the final wrath of God: 
 1. It will be eternal. 

2. It will be terrible—the fire is not quenched and the worm dieth not, it is dark, and 
a lake of fire. 

3. It will be deserved which will not be denied—God’s wrath will not be too strong 
or too weak but will be measured by the wisdom of God. 

4. It will be inescapable—men cry to have the rocks and mountains fall on them to 
hide them from God. 

 
E. Those who overcome will sit with Christ on His throne. 
  
Rev 3:19  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.  
Rev 3:20  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  
Rev 3:21  To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.  
Rev 3:22  He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.  
 
Mat 25:21  His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord.  
Mat 25:22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me 
two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.  
Mat 25:23  His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 
 
1Co 6:3  Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that pertain to this 
life?  
 
F. The Lord will avenge his saints who had been so badly mistreated by Satan. 
 
Rev 6:9  And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were 
slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held:  
Rev 6:10  And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou 
not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  
Rev 6:11  And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that 
they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that 
should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.  
 
Rev 19:1  And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, 
Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God:  
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Rev 19:2  For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, which 
did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of his servants at her 
hand.  
Rev 19:3  And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.  
Rev 19:4  And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and worshipped God that 
sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.  
Rev 19:5  And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants, and ye 
that fear him, both small and great.  
 
The “Conclusion of the Whole Matter” is that there will be complete and eternal Victory, 
Reconciliation, Consolation, Vindication, and Vengeance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 


