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                                 Paul To The Corinthian Saints 

                                         (prepared for the 2018 Old Union Baptist Ministers School by J. A. Reynolds) 

 

1:1-2  →   Called to be saints           1:9   →    Called into His "fellowship" 

1:12 → "Divisions" over favorite preachers  

1:17-18 → "Christ sent me … to preach the gospel (Greek → evangelize), not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should 

be made of none effect. For the preaching (Greek → logos = word) of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us 

which are saved it is the power of God."  

1:20 →  "…  has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?" 

1:26-29  "For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 

called: But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world 

to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, has God chosen, yea, and 

things which are not, to bring to nothing things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence."  

2:1-5 → "And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of 

God. … And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 

power:  That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God."   

(Was Paul a poor speaker?  See 2nd Corinthians 10:10-11→ "For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily 

presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. Let such an one think this, that, such as we are in word by letters when we are absent, 

such will we be also in deed when we are present."  //  11:5-6 → "For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles. But 

though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; … "  ////// 

12:7-9 → "And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in 

the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me … For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And He 

said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. … " )  

 2:6-8 → We speak God's "hidden wisdom" to them who are (Spiritually) "mature" enough  to perceive it. (Reference Matthew 

11:25 & Mark 10:21 where Jesus said God "hid these things from the wise (educated, learned) and prudent (clever) and revealed 

them unto babes." (his Spiritual children!) 

2:9-10→ God has revealed unto us by His Spirit His preparations for His beloved, which Isaiah declared had not entered into 

the heart of man. 

2:15-16 → The Spiritual man "discerns all things, yet is discerned of no man" … "we have the mind of Christ."  

SUMMARY: The wisdom of God in the gospel is foolishness to the natural man, but the wisdom of men is foolishness to God! 

3:3-4 → Do not "divisions" prove that "ye are yet carnal, and walk as men? "For while one says, I am of Paul; and another, I am 

of Apollos; are ye not carnal?                               3:5-6 → "God gives the increase," not the various laborers.  

3:10-15 → I (Paul) laid the only proper foundation (Jesus Christ) for the Corinthian church.  " … whatever  others now build 

on that same foundation will be tried by fire "of what sort it is."  "If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 

himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."   

3:16-17 → "If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are." (ye = 

plural & collective = His church)  

3:19 →  "For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God…."  
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4:3-5 →  "But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you, or of man's judgment: … He that judges me is the 

Lord. … judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come (in Spiritual presence and power),  who both will bring to light the 

hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts:…"  

4:6 → "And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us 

not to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be puffed up (exalted) for one against another." (Paul used 

himself and Apollos so as not to name the leaders causing the divisions) 

4:19-21 → "But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up (exalted), but 

the power. For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in 

the spirit of meekness?"  

(2nd Cor. 1:23 → "to spare you" I delayed my return to Corinth. It appears that Paul was coming back to Corinth through Philippi 

and northern Greece when he wrote this 2nd Corinthian letter. /// It seems more likely that 1st Corinthians was written from Ephesus.)  

5:1-2 → "It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the 

Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife.  And ye are puffed up (exalted),  and have not rather mourned, that he that has done 

this deed might be taken away from among you. "  

5:6  → "… Know ye not that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?" (This should be a frightening truth to all diligent disciples.)  

5:11 → A "fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner," must not be tolerated within the 

church membership!   

5:5 & 5:13 → "Deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 

Jesus. ///  "them that are without (put outside the membership) God judges. Therefore put away from among yourselves that 

wicked person." (Obviously the right way to view such vile behavior is to treat it as if the transgressor is unsaved, as Paul 

seemed to do and clearly urged the church to think likewise, although it may not be so, as it proved not to be after the church 

repented of its laxness  (2nd Cor. 7:8-11) and disciplined the transgressor with immediate exclusion, which in turn provoked genuine 

repentance in the transgressor so that Paul was exhorting the church to forgive him in his second letter, writing, "Sufficient to such a 

man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many (by the more = majority).  (2nd Corinthians  2:6-8)  

(Between Paul's first and second letters to Corinth such an amazing change occurred in the Spiritual character of this carnal church 

that Paul described it with these words: "For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 

wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, 

yea, what revenge (punishment)!  In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter." (2nd Corinthians 7:11) 

Unlike the first letter, almost entirely directed at carnal errors, Paul's second letter to Corinth contains some of the most sublime 

Spiritual doctrines found anywhere in the Bible between verses 2:14 and 6:10,  comparable to, and in harmony with, similar 

scriptures in Paul's letters to the Romans, Philippians, and Hebrews.) 

 

6:1-8  →  While suing Christian brothers in Roman courts "you are setting them to judge who are least esteemed in the church." 

This is an accusation, NOT a command as the KJV translation implies! The next two verses clarify this!  "I speak to your shame. Is 

it so, that there is not a wise man among you?  no, not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren?" 

 

 6:9-10 → "Be not deceived!"  Paul warned, and then listed 10 "unrighteous" offenders who "shall not inherit the kingdom of God:" 

"Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 

covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners,  shall inherit the kingdom of  God.   

 

6:12-13a →  is only about all foods being all lawful for Paul, NOT the preceding 10 offenses already condemned!  This harmonizes 

with 1st Corinthians 10:23→ "All things (foods) are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 

but all things edify not."  
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 6:15-20 →  "Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take the members of Christ, and make them the 

members of an harlot? God forbid. … What? know ye not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body (with her)? for two, says 

he, shall be one flesh."  (This reveals God's original intent for lifetime monogamous marriage, and also helps explains God's 

tolerance of polygamy, which He did not originate.)  "Flee fornication. Every sin that a man does is without (outside) the body; but 

he that commits fornication sins against his own body. What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 

you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 

your spirit, which are God's."  (Here, the body of the individual child of God is presented as a temple - dwelling place - of God's 

Holy Spirit.) 

 

7:1-9 Paul (not the Lord!) commends lifetime virginity (male and female) as an advantage, so that those who can make this surrender 

can better serve the Lord. 

 

7:10-17 → What to do when a believer is married to an unbeliever. 

 

7:21-24 → Saved slaves are not to worry about their bondage to other men, but if freedom can be obtained, "use it rather!"  

 

7:25-38 →  Paul commends male virginity as an advantage to evangelistic success, using himself as an example, but noting that 

this is not God's commandment. "Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one 

(virgin!) that has obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful.  I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it 

is good for a man so to be. (a virgin) …  that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction. But if any man thinks that he behaves 

himself uncomely (improperly)  toward his virginity, if he pass the flower of age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sins 

not: let them marry. Nevertheless he that stands stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but has power over his own will, and has so 

decreed in his heart that he will keep his virginity, does well. So then he that gives in marriage does well; but he that gives not in 

marriage does  better."  (This passage is perhaps one of the most confusing translations in most New Testament Bibles.)   

 

8:1-13 → (whole chapter) Idols are "nothing"  but imagined superstition, but be careful not to confuse or offend others who do not 

perceive this. 

 

9:1-12 & 13-18 →  God-called preachers have authority (potential power)  to "forbear working" and "live of the gospel," to each 

take a "wife" and have a family, but Paul and Barnabas did not, lest they should "hinder the gospel of Christ." 

 

9:19-22  → Paul's ministry was versatile, tailored to the audience which was before him. He wrote, "For though I be free from all 

men,  yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more.  And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the 

Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;   To them that are without law, 

as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law.  To the weak 

became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some." Compare 

Paul's public address to the Athenian philosophers in which no Bible verses were quoted (Acts 17:22-31)  to his epistle to the Hebrew 

churches which includes  80+  Old Testament quotes or references.  

 

9:24-27 →  Paul used the Greek Olympic games as an example of disciplined conditioning enabling contestants to win the contests 

challenging them, while also warning the church that a called minister can become disqualified for his calling by his own 

transgressions ("a castaway" = not approved). (Paul was certainly not a sports fan, but he knew that the Greeks were. They were 

addicted to seeking a "corruptible crown" (very temporary), but we an "incorruptible crown" (eternal!)  In sports contests, and many 

other human contests, one is a winner and the rest must lose. In our eternal contest, every runner can win, and that eternally!  

 

10:1-4 → Israel was "baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea."  This type and its symbology from the Old Testament conveys 

the same sense in which water baptism now saves us by separating our earthly lives from the world and placing us in the smaller 

company of a Holy Church of Jesus Christ. Neither we nor they were saved from the wrath of God by these symbolic "baptisms," 

but rather separated from the influences of a wicked world, and there to have maximum fellowship with our Lord Jesus.  
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10:5-15   →   Examples for us of Israel's failures, for us to avoid! 

 

10:20-22  → Paul said idol sacrifices are offered to demons. Pagans were not stupid enough to think that an Idol created by human 

hands could save or help them. Rather, these icons to them represented some  imagined spiritual "god" with supernatural powers.  That 

is why Paul said that they "sacrificed to devils" ( demons), who while they are not gods, they are deceptive spirits who are often 

able to inspire the gullible with their craftiness and falsehoods. 

 

10:21-33  →  Meats sacrificed to imaginary idol gods are not harmful of themselves. Therefore if you are invited to a feast, 

"whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question for conscience sake. But if any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice 

unto idols, eat not for his sake that showed it, and for conscience sake: … Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other:…"   

 

11:1-16  → This difficult passage deals with an apparently well known custom which signifies a woman's place secondary to a 

man's, that being women wearing a head covering during public worship. A man praying or prophesying with his head covered 

"dishonors his head" … "forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God."  The woman "is the glory of the man," therefore, "every 

woman that prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head…"   The man and woman are of equal importance, but 

their functions in God's plan varies, but "the woman was created for the man," therefore she "ought to have authority on her head 

because of the angels. ( messengers, heavenly or earthly??)"  Paul ends this instruction with" "But if any man seem to be 

contentious, we have no such custom, neither the churches of God."  Perhaps this was only a well-established tradition, to be 

practiced for the sake of peace and harmony among the churches. Note a few other questions here: (1) Are women allowed to publicly 

"prophesy" (speak by the Holy Spirit)  in church assemblies?  (2) How does "nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long hair, it 

is a shame  (not a sin?) unto him?" 

11:9-34  →  Paul deals with the unworthy manner in which the Corinthian church is attempting to practice the ordinance  of the 

Lord's Supper.  

11:17-19  →  "Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.  For 

first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions (schisms) among you; and I partly believe it. For there 

must be also heresies ( chosen opinions) among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.  (We 

know that Paul did not mean that these "heresies" = dissenting opinions, which continued to cause so much trouble at Corinth were 

needed for good or were God's will, but this sounds like another of his accusations against those members who were so anxious 

to take sides with one opinionated faction or another.  

11:20-22  → "When ye come together therefore into one place,  is not to eat the Lord's supper.  For in eating every one taketh before 

other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is drunken.  What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in?  or despise ye the 

church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. (Apparently some 

Corinthians were regarding this solemn ordinance and its symbolic remembrance of Jesus' sacrificial death as a gluttonous and 

drunken feast instead.  In the next 4 verses Paul rehearsed the account of how that Jesus ordered it and what it symbolized.)  

11:23-26  →  Paul then set forth the proper order in accord with the way in which Jesus first instituted the ordinance,  assuring the 

church that when so practiced, "ye do show the Lord's death till he come."  

11:27- 30  Paul wrote that eating and drinking so "unworthily" was inviting upon themselves "damnation" (meaning 

"condemnation"),  "not discerning the Lord's body."   " For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep."  (The 

exact meaning of these ill rewards of condemnation are uncertain!)  

11:31-32  →  "For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 

that we should not be condemned with the world."  (This is applicable not only to proper practice of this ordinance, but to many 

other matters of life and worship also.)  
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11:33-34 →  "Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another. And if any man hunger, let him eat at 

home; that ye come not together unto condemnation. And the rest the rest will I set in order when I come." ( This should correct the 

disorder and its associated  condemnation. Paul repeated his  plan to soon visit them again.)  

12:1-12  → All that we do in service and worship to God is to be done "by the (Holy) Spirit."  "No man speaking by the Spirit of 

God calls Jesus accursed: and no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost." Likewise, all of the best Spiritual 

"gifts" can only be obtained and exercised by the power, will,  and working of the Holy Spirit.  

12:12  → "For as the body is one, and has many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also 

Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or free; and have been all made 

to drink into one Spirit." (This highly controversial passage ought not to be so! The following verses, 14-26, go into great detail 

describing how a properly working local church of Jesus Christ functions in terms of the way a healthy human body cares for all of its 

members. How Bible students can get the idea of some far flung worldwide universal invisible church of which the members never 

come together in one place out of this is beyond incredible!) We are all led by the same Spirit which gives all Spiritual gifts to 

men to submit to the ordinance of water baptism in order to unite with the one local church to which He leads us, and so 

become a member of that particular Body,  which addition God adds in that prescribed manner! 

12:27 →  Paul ended this laborious description of the proper interactions of  all members of  each local church body with,  "Now ye 

(plural = the Corinthian church to which he was writing) are a (not the!)  body of Christ, and members in particular."  

12:28-31→ "And God has set some in the churches"  with different members having and exercising different gifts  according to the 

dictates of the Holy Spirit.   Paul ends the passage with, "But covet earnestly the best gifts, and yet I show unto you a more excellent 

way."   That more excellent way is the subject of Chapter 13. 

13:1-8  → Here "Charity" in the KJV translates "agape" in the Greek, the highest form of love,  and here applied to love similar to 

God's love for us which we are enabled by grace to have and are expected to exercise toward all the brothers and sisters in our local 

church. Without this "perfect (mature) love" abounding,  the greatest Spiritual gifts are of little value.  

13:4-7  →  Paul lists actions which this perfect love displays in and among our church members   

13:8-11  →  Such perfect love ("charity") never fails, while all Spiritual gifts are "in part."  However their purpose is means to the end 

of accomplishing this condition of love in every church. When that level of perfection is reached, those gifts have accomplished their 

purpose and are unemployed, their activity being unneeded until the church slips from that level of perfect love. The same Greek 

word is used four times by Paul in Chapter 13, and had it been translated with its preferred meaning, which is "unemployed" or 

"inactive" by reason of temporary obsolescence, all of those four times, the meaning of this chapter would be much clearer. Those 

verses are: 13:8 → "Prophecies shall fail" and "knowledge shall vanish away;"  13:10 →  "That which is in part shall be done  

away;"  13:11 → "I put away childish things." The allowable meanings of this word range between the mildest, which is also the  

preferred, which is "unemployed" or "inactivated," which could be a temporary state, to the very strongest, which is "abolished," 

which implies a permanent state.  In all four cases the translators chose words much stronger than the preferred, and I think more 

accurate, translation.  

13:12  →  In our normal carnal condition "we see through a glass darkly,"  but when "that which is perfect" is achieved  we can see 

"face to face" and "know (each other and all other essential things) even as we are known" by God. How much better do the least 

regarded of God's called saints appear to a heart full of God's love which sees every member even as God sees them?  

13:13  →  Charity (perfect love) is "greater"  than even the ever-abiding gifts of "faith"  and "hope," for at least  two reasons. (1) It is 

the only gift which can be experienced as perfectly,  here and now,  as ever it will be in future eternity, if only temporarily. (2) Faith 

and hope will both be permanently obsolete when we get to our Heavenly home, while perfect love will be eternal and 

undiminishing.   This "more excellent way" is the central theme of Paul's 1st Corinthian letter. 
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14:1  → "Pursue this perfect love, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that you may prophesy" (speak clearly by the Holy Spirit 

speaking through you,) 

The "tongues" which Paul was discussing with the Corinthians were obviously far different from the miracle they thought to 

imitate, which occurred on that great Pentecost in Acts 2, at the house of Cornelius in Acts 10, and at Ephesus in Acts 19.  

Those miracle tongues consisted of God's people enabled to witness the gospel fluently in languages which they had never 

learned. This wholly and completely defines God's miracle "tongues!"  

14: 2-23 → Of whatever was occurring at Corinth in the name of "tongues" Paul wrote:  14:2 → "no man understands him;"  

14:4 → "does not edify the church;" 14:6 → "does not profit you;" 14:8 → "gives an uncertain sound;" 14"9 → not "words easy 

to be understood;" 14:11 → "meaning of the voice" unknown;  14:12 →  does not "excel to the edifying of the church;" 14:16 → 

The unlearned "understands not what you say;" 14:19 → "five words understood" by the assembly better than "10000 in an 

unknown tongue;"  14:21-22 → the real gift of "tongues" are a "sign" to the "unbelieving Jews;" 14:23 → If the "whole 

church" is speaking with tongues (languages not known) with "unlearned" persons and "unbelievers" present, "will they not 

say that you are mad?" (crazy?)   

14:24-25 →  In contrast with the above, Paul wrote concerning unbelievers present, "but if all prophesy" (speak by the Spirit), 

every speaker's message is worked together by God so that "the secrets of his heart are revealed" to him, "and so falling down 

on his face he will worship God and report that God is in you of a truth."  

It is very obvious that Paul perceived that these attempts by the Corinthians to imitate the Pentecostal tongues was yielding 

something not Spiritual, which needed to be corrected,  but had he said the obvious, instead of the Corinthians all considering 

the obvious, some of the participants in this false "tongues" contest might have solidified their opposition to Paul.  

14:27-41  →  Instead,  Paul began  to lay down ground rules to regulate tongues speaking  so as to eliminate the false without 

forbidding the true gift should it ever again appear in the Corinthian church. (Note that this is the only Church in which Paul had 

to deal with this question, and  it was occurring in the most carnal minded church he had to deal with.) 

14:27-28  → "If any speaks  in a tongue, let it be by two, or at the most three, and by course (in turn) , and "let one  interpret,"  or 

"let him keep silence in the church."  

14:29-33  →  "Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the others judge."  In this manner "you may all prophesy one by one …  

"The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets." (True miracle "tongues" are not a beside oneself exercise!)  "For God is 

not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."  

14:34 → "Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be 

under obedience, as also says the law."  (Not a command for all Christian women, but applicable to the Corinthian church under the 

present circumstance of "confusion."  Modern "Pentecostal" tongues and accompanying emotionalism,   is known for often being 

attractive to women, and what was occurring at Corinth was doubtless likewise! Paul had already spoken of women publicly praying 

and prophesying, but only with their heads covered in verse 11:5, so total silence in public assemblies demanded always of all 

women is not in context here.)  

15:1-58  →  This entire chapter Paul devoted to the central and essential doctrine of the bodily resurrection of both Jesus and 

all of his chosen saints. In verse 12 he indicated that this was in answer to some among them saying, "there is no resurrection of the 

dead?" Nowhere in the Bible is defense of this doctrine more thorough or detailed in every aspect of its certainty, its necessity, its 

benefits, and the exact manner of its occurrence.  Because of its clarity and its length, we will mention only a few special points:  

15:23-28 → "But every man (resurrected) in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. Then 

comes the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all 

authority and power. For He (Jesus) must reign, till he has put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is 

death. For he has put all things under his feet.  But when he says all things are put under him, it is manifest that He (God the Father) 

is excepted, which did put all things under him. And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be 
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subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all." (This passage seems to teach that the reign of Jesus' 

earthly kingdom is now, and will continue until his people are bodily resurrected in His complete likeness when He returns to 

Earth. Those two events will also coincide with the "end" of this world and the destruction of the "last enemy" which is 

"death," after which the man Jesus Christ will become eternally subject unto His Heavenly Father, not because his Deity is in 

any respect inferior, but because He will forever remain one of us bodily.)   

15:33 →  "Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners." (This warning is here applied to the false doctrine of 

denying bodily resurrection, but the warning applies also to other "evil communications" permitted to continue being propagated.)   

15:41-42  →  "There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differs from 

another star in glory (brightness). So also is the resurrection of the dead."  (Some resurrected saints will shine brighter than 

others in eternity!)  

15:51- 52  →   "Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep (meaning natural death), but we shall all be changed (bodily), In 

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and 

we shall be changed."  (When?  When the last trumpet signals Jesus' return in the clouds!)  

16: 1-24  → Contains salutations, exhortations and final words. Judging from verses 16:5-8 and verse 16:19, Paul was writing this 

from Ephesus, but was tentatively planning a return to Corinth in conjunction with his return to Macedonia, perhaps to spend 

a "winter" with them. According to Luke, Paul went back to Macedonia, and then "came into Greece, and there abode three 

months," then returned through Macedonia (Acts 20:1-6) before briefly visiting Troas and Miletus as he bypassed Ephesus in his 

hurry to return to Jerusalem before Pentecost. There he was arrested and held for two years before his missionary journey to Rome as 

a prisoner. 

                                  2nd Corinthians 

All or part of Paul's second visit of three  months in "Greece" was obviously spent in Corinth, but it appears that Paul had delayed 

this visit purposely to allow the church to acknowledge and repent of errors rebuked by his first epistle and make corrections 

before he arrived. (2nd Cor. 1:15-16 & 1:23)  His second letter reveals the fact that his hopes were fully rewarded during that few 

week or months between the two letters. The church had first fully repented of their proud tolerance of the adulterous member and 

obeyed Paul's advice in excluding him.  

7:8-11 → "For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent (regret it), though I did repent (regret it): for I perceive that the 

same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to 

repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner … For godly sorrow works repentance to salvation not to be repented of 

(regretted): but the sorrow of the world works death … ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what 

clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge 

(punishment)!  In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter."  As a result of this discipline by exclusion of 

what Paul called  a "wicked person," that man whom Paul and the church properly judged to be unsaved, as declared by his wicked 

lifestyle, also fully repented to the degree that Paul urged the church, "Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted 

of many (the more = majority). So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should 

be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him." (2:6-8)  But more 

than this, this genuine "godly sorrow" to "repentance" on the part of the church drastically changed that whole church. (Note 

that the terms of forgiveness were genuine repentance toward God and all offended parties, and not simply an "apology." Note also 

that a majority ("the more") was sufficient to execute this discipline. If any super majority or unanimous vote had been 

required for a deserved exclusion an unresolvable condition of divided fellowship prohibiting "one accord" might likely  have 

been an undesirable result.  

2:14 - 6:10  → Whereas Paul's first letter was almost entirely a series of  stern rebukes of their lightness and carelessness which 

allowed them to tolerate nearly a dozen carnal errors, much of Paul's second letter contains some of the most sublime and 

Heavenly Spiritual utterances found anywhere in the Holy Bible, before he returned to further exhortations.   
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2:14-16  → "Now thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in Christ, and makes manifest the savor (fragrance) of his 

knowledge by us in every place.  For we are unto God a sweet savor (smell → fragrance) of Christ, in them that are saved, and in 

them that perish: To the one we are the savor (smell) of death unto death; and to the other the savor (fragrance) of life unto life…"  

3:6 →  (God) "has made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter kills, but the Spirit 

gives life."  

3:18 →  "But we all, with open (unveiled) face beholding as in a glass (mirror) the glory (Spiritual brightness) of the Lord, are 

changed (Greek - metamorphed = transfigured) into the same image from glory (brightness) to glory (brightness), even as by the 

Spirit of the Lord." This doctrine regarding a Spiritual brightness showing through our carnal flesh from the Spirit inside 

when He "quickens" the outside is taught by Paul in Romans 8:11, and again in 12:1-2 where he exhorts "be ye transformed 

(metamorphed = transfigured) by the renewing of your minds…" (This is exactly the same Greek word used by Matthew → 17:2 

and Mark → 9:2 describing the transfiguration of Jesus. Not that we are to expect a physical luminescence to be visible to the 

natural eyes, but nevertheless there is something real, and Spiritual, and enlightening, which can be sensed by the beholders 

when  the Holy Spirit within "quickens our mortal bodies" as Romans 8:11 expresses it!   Members of the Sanhedrin council who 

had Stephen on trial "saw his face as it had been the face of and angel" (Acts 6:15) from the glory within shining through.  

4:6-7  → "For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels (unadorned clay pots!), that the excellency 

of the power may be of God, and not of us."  

4:18 - 5:5   "For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While 

we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen (invisible): for the things which are seen are 

temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 

have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 

upon with our house which is from heaven: If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this 

tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed (that is, die!), but clothed upon, that mortality (death) 

might be swallowed up of life. Now He that has wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given unto us the earnest 

of the Spirit." 

5:14-17 →  "For the love of  Christ constrains us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died 

for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. Wherefore 

henceforth know we no man after (according to) the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after (according to) the flesh, yet 

now henceforth know we him no more.  (When Paul knew Christ according to his flesh, he hated Him!)  Therefore if any man be 

in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new."  

Philippians 3:8-12 → "… I count all things loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,   And be found in him, not having mine own 

righteousness, which is of the law, but that (rightness with God) which is through faith of (or from) Christ, the righteousness which 

is of God by faith: That I may know him, and (or even?) the power of his resurrection, and (or even?) the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had 

already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after (pursue) if that I may apprehend (lay hold of) that for which also I am 

apprehended (laid hold of by) of Christ Jesus." (Paul was not anxious for his bodily resurrection, but rather that some of that 

Spiritual perfection could adorn him here and now while in his earthly body!)   

In the last few chapters of his second letter Paul reverts to exhortations to the Corinthians on other things needful for and some yet at 

odds with Paul, and somewhat in contempt of him. Paul resorted to "boasting" of  his accomplishments, the persecutions he endured,  

and his knowledge of God through extraordinary revelations. None of this was for his self-promotion, but to counteract the falsehoods 

and attempted subversion continued by unnamed leaders who seemed to remain his rivals, detrimentally influencing the Corinthian 

church. Two verses near the end of this letter (12:14 & 13:1) tend to leave the false impression that Paul was planning his third visit to  

that church, but changes of plans had delayed his second visit which was yet to come as recorded by Luke in Acts 20:2-3.  
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