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Galatians 3:1-14 

O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose 

eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?  

This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing 

of faith?  

Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  

Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.  

He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by 

the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  

Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  

Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.  

And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached before 

the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.  

So then they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.  

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is 

every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.  

But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by 

faith.  

And the law is not of faith: but, The man that doeth them shall live in them.  

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 

Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:  

That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might 

receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.  

 

Introduction 

God, our God, our Creator and Master of all things is infinite, limitless, self-existent, self-

sufficient, omnipotent, omniscient, sovereign, eternal, holy, wise, perfect, true, just. . .  and good 

and immutable. 

1. This great blessed God has a right to make laws for the government of his intelligent 

creatures. 

2. These laws may justly be connected with rewards to the obedient and punishments to the 

disobedient. 

3. Men will be held accountable regarding these laws. 

4. These rewards/punishments will be administered personally by the omniscient, eternal, 

just, equitable God. 
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5. We can know nothing with certainty regarding these eternal results, EXCEPT what is in 

the Word of God. 

 II Corinthians 5:10, 11 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 

the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 

bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made 

manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.  

6. God requires absolute obedience; righteousness; holiness.  Adam and Eve were righteous 

through obedience, until they weren’t. 

 

I. The Law 

1. The law is revealed in the Holy Scriptures.  The “moral law” was first put into the 

hearts and consciences of Adam and Eve, generations later codified on the tablets 

of stone, and Christ later summed them up into two great commandments. 

 Matthew 22:37-40 

Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  

This is the first and great commandment.  

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 

 Every duty to God and to man is included in these two. 

2. The law is holy, just, and good. 

 Romans 7:12 

 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

 (definitions by John Gill and 1828 Webster’s Dictionary) 

Holy: because of its author, the holy God, from whom nothing can come but 

what is holy; and because of the matter of it, it is a transcript of the holy 

nature of God, a declaration of his holy will; it requires holiness both of 

heart and life; it forbids whatever is unholy, and commands nothing but 

what is holy; it teaches men to live holy, sober, righteous, and godly lives. 

Just: or righteous, as it demands perfect obedience to all its precepts, or it will 

not admit of it as a righteousness; as it pronounces guilty, curses and 

condemns for every disobedience of it; as it deals impartially with persons 

the transgressors of it; and as it acquits believers upon the foot of the 

righteousness of Christ, the fulfilling end of it. 

Good: from the author of it, God, from whom every good thing comes, and 

nothing else; from the matter of it, and from the use of it both to saints and 

sinners. 

 (also:  benevolent, having a kind aspect to those for whom it legislates and 

productive of their happiness). 

 That which contributes to diminish or remove pain, or to increase 

happiness or prosperity; benefit; advantage; opposed to evil or misery.  
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3. All mankind is under the law.  The law of God is for the human family.  It is the 

law of the Creator for everyone.  The law of the Benefactor; of the great Judge. 

4. The consequences of disobedience is suffering God’s curse; God’s displeasure, 

and frown, and being exposed to eternal death.  Every transgressor and 

transgression bring eternal consequences. 

5. The law does not provide a remedy for transgressors.  

Galatians 3:10  

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, 

Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book 

of the law to do them. 

The law will not (cannot) relax its claims; not one violation is allowed; not one 

transgressor will be blessed through the law.  It will not be satisfied with 

repentance; floods of tears will avail nothing.  The law demands purity and 

holiness.  It blesses the obedient and curses the sinner. 

6. No one can be saved by the law.  Every man is condemned by the law—from it 

there is no hope. 

 

II. The Law and Grace 

 Romans 5:20, 21 

Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 

did much more abound:  

That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness 

unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The object of the law was “that the offence (sin) might abound,” but, then by the Gospel, 

“grace did much more abound.” 

1. God sent the law into the world “that the offense might abound.  That the offense 

might be seen as an offense.  The law states the claims of God.  Without divine 

revelation men can sin—conscience, the wonder of existence, and reason are 

sufficient to condemn them of their violated commandments.   

 Romans 1:20 

 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, 

being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 

Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 

 Psalm 19:1-8 

 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 

handywork.  

Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.  

There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.  

Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the 

world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,  

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong 

man to run a race.  
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His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends 

of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.  

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 

LORD is sure, making wise the simple.  

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment 

of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes.  

The law does not make sinners, that comes from Adam; but the law does 

make the offense (sin) abound that it may be recognized for what it is.  

A. The law states the claims of God.  The law increases the sinfulness of sin 

by removing all excuse of ignorance.  To sin against conscience shall be 

condemned, but to despise the voice of Jehovah defies His sacred 

sovereignty and willfully tramples his commandments.  By the light of the 

law man discovers sin there.  Previously insignificant appearing sin 

becomes eternally condemning sin.  The sinner sees how black he is 

compared the to holiness of God.  He sees the wickedness of his heart.  He 

comes to understand that “the heart is deceitful above all things," and that 

he is chiefest of sinners.  

B. Law applied by the Holy Spirit convicts men of sin.  By the law is the 

knowledge of sin: 

 Romans 7:9-11 

 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, 

sin revived, and I died.  

And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto 

death.  

For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew 

me.  

C. The law destroys  all self-righteousness.  The requirements of the law are 

so strict and unflinching that man is convinced he cannot keep it.   

 Galatians 2:16 

 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the 

faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 

be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by 

the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.  

 Men must say, “I cannot bear it, I will ask the Savior to bear it for me.”  

The law was not sent to save, but to make evident that salvation by works 

is impossible. 

D. By the law the sinner discovers the depravity of his own heart.  It is not 

the devil or the serpent’s sin but his own.  He comes to loath himself, and 

sees, that certainly, salvation by works is impossible.   

E. By the law, the sinner understands that he is “condemned already.”  He 

understands that the sentence is just; he even sees a glimpse of the torment 

that awaits him.  He understands that mercy is not deserved.   
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F. The law reveals to the sinner his powerlessness to help his condition.  He 

who once thought that he could repent and believe whenever he wanted, 

finds that in himself he can do nothing.  The law kills, the sinner is “dead 

in trespasses and sins.” 

 2. Grace did much more abound. 

A. Grace exceeds sin it its measure and effect.  Although sin is great, grace is 

broad, ample, free, immense, infinite.  

B. The law traces its origin to our own heart; grace traces its own origin to 

the King of kings.  The sinner is poor and wretched and vile, but is 

adopted into the family of God. 

C. Graces lifts man up higher than the place from which he fell.  Adam could 

and did fall from the law, but the saved soul is sealed by the Spirit of God 

until the day of redemption—and being kept by God, cannot fall. 

 

III. Saints’ Obedience Throughout Life 

 Galatians 3:10, 11 

For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed 

is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to 

do them.  

But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall 

live by faith.    

 Hebrews 11:8 

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after 

receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.  

Obedience is the requirement of God, and because of man’s sinful condition, can only be 

accomplished though faith in He who did obey.  Sinners are saved through faith and the 

just shall live by faith. 

1. The faith which produces obedience. 

  A. Faith in God as having the right to command our obedience. 

  B. Faith in the rightness of all that God says or does. 

  C. Faith in the Lord’s call upon us to obey. 

 2. The obedience which faith produces. 

  A. Prompt obedience.  “By faith Abraham, when he was called obeyed.”   

  B. Exact obedience.  Abraham was called to go out. . . and he went out. 

C. A practical obedience.  He did not discuss the pros and cons of it, he just 

obeyed. 

D. Faith produces a far-seeing obedience.  “Abraham, when he was called to 

go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance. 

E. Faith sometimes  produces obedience that can’t be seen through.  “He 

went out, not knowing where he went.” 

 II Corinthians 5:7 

 II Corinthians 5:7  (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)  
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 3. The resulting life. 

A. A life led by the omniscient God.  Otherwise we only have our weakness 

to lead us.  Providence is God’s business, obedience is ours. 

B. When our only care is to follow God, other things fade away. 

C. The way of obedience is a life of the highest honor. 

D. An obedient life brings communion with God.   

E. An obedient life is a good example to others.  A necessity for preachers, 

teachers, and parents.. 

 

IV. To God Be the Glory 

 1. God’s purpose in creation, as in all He does, is to glorify Himself. 

  Psalm 19:1   

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his 

handywork.  

A. The crowning of creation was man, made in the image of God.  God gave 

him free will and made him an eternal spirit (soul) like himself. 

B. God gave Adam one law providing Adam the opportunity to glorify God 

through obedience.   

C. God chose to allow Lucifer to have access to the garden and to Adam and 

Eve.  It can be safely inferred that Lucifer had already sinned and been 

cast from heaven; and was, and is, the enemy of God.   

D. This would provide the total defeat and eternal destruction of Lucifer 

through the obedience of the race of Adam to the will of God.  Note: the 

first Adam failed, but the second Adam totally succeeded in defeating 

Lucifer and glorifying God.  Men are counted as righteous (obedient) 

through repentance and belief in the Savior who paid the infinite price of 

their sin. 

 2. Because of God’s goodness toward man He extended mercy to him by: 

A. Giving him the law, that he might see his guilt, his wretchedness in God’s 

sight, his inability to help his own condition, and the eternal destruction to 

which he is doomed.   

B. Sending the Son of God to become the Son of Man, who kept the entirety 

of the spirit and the letter of the law. 

C. Bruising His only begotten Son in the place of Adam’s race and thus 

completely satisfying every claim of the law.  And, Christ obeyed, even to 

the death on the cross. 

D. Sending messengers empowered by the Holy Spirit to carry the good news 

of God’s gracious plan (God would that no man would perish). 

3. After their fall from the law, men had to be justified by gaining an understanding 

of their sinfulness by being cut down by the law, repenting of their sin, and 

believing that Jesus who being holy, had no need to die, did die in their place—
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for each and every one of them.  Believing in the Savior’s love for them, his 

righteousness, or obedience, is imputed unto them.  By their faith in the obedience 

of Jesus Christ they have the privilege and responsibility of glorifying God. 

4. All men, obedient and disobedient, will glorify God eternally.  

A.  The smoke from the destruction of the disobedient will rise eternally from 

the bottomless pit to glorify God. 

B. The obedient (righteous) will be eternally glorified with Christ. 

 Revelation 19:1-9 

 And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, 

saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the 

Lord our God:  

For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great 

whore, which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged 

the blood of his servants at her hand.  

And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever.  

And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and 

worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.  

And a voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his 

servants, and ye that fear him, both small and great.  

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of 

many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for 

the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.  

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the 

Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.  

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and 

white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.  

And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the 

marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true 

sayings of God.  

 Romans 8:15-18 

 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 

received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of 

God:  

And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so 

be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 

compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  
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Conclusion 

God, our God, our Creator and Master of all things who is infinite, limitless, self-existent, 

self-sufficient, omnipotent, omniscient, sovereign, eternal, holy, wise, perfect, true, just. . 

would be a terrible God except that He is also good and immutable.  He loves the man 

that He created and desires his happiness.  He would that no man would perish.  And with 

God being immutable, that can never change. 

God gave the law because of this love.  The law shows man his need of the grace of God.  

It also provides for sinful man a guide of how to live a happy life during his walk on 

earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 


