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Lesson Objectives: 

• Point out some scriptural examples of men who could have asked this question: 

o Reason 

o Their response 

• Why we, as God’s called ministers, ask this question? 

o Reasons  

o How should we respond? 

• Why it is imperative for us to deal with this question on a personal basis effectively 

We have a 

o Responsibility to the Lord 

o Responsibility to His church 

o Responsibility to His people 

o Responsibility to the lost 

 

Reading lesson: Isaiah 6:1-13 

 

First consider Isaiah 6:1-5 

 

In these verses, Isaiah did not say the words “Why Me Lord?” but did identify his unworthiness 

and inadequacy before the Lord. 

 

Consider the words Isaiah used in verse 5.  

From Strong’s Concordance: 

• Woe: lamentation, crying out after, Oh! 

• Undone: to be silent, to fail or perish, to destroy, to be cut down, be brought to silence. 

• Unclean: foul in a religious sense, defiled, polluted. 

• Lips: language or speech – spoken words 

 

Why did Isaiah feel so unworthy and incapable of speaking for the Lord? 

• In his vision, Isaiah saw the magnificent glory of the Lord and how unworthy he stood 

before Him. 

• Isaiah must have been struck by the conditions surrounding him in Jerusalem and Judah. 

In the chapters preceding the reading lesson the we read about the falling away of the 

people, their rebellion, their unsoundness, their selfishness, their unacceptable sacrifices, 

their bloody hands – in other words, their sins and spiritual decline. 

• With the glory of God revealed, Isaiah could vividly see his own inability and 

unworthiness to stand before the Lord. Also, he must have wondered how with words he 

could ever get the Hebrew children, to whom God had called him to preach, to recognize 

and address their spiritual decline and sinfulness before the Lord? 

• Did he perhaps think if not say, “Why me Lord?” or “Lord I can’t do this” or something 

like that? 

 

How could Isaiah be qualified?  How did Isaiah react?  

Continue the scripture reading with Isaiah 6:6-8 

 

Summary 
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• God qualified him.  

• Symbolically the angel took the coal of fire and placed on his unclean lips.  

• Then Isaiah heard the Lord’s voice, “thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin is purged”. 

• God qualified Isaiah by saving his soul and calling him to be His prophet. 

• After this experience Isaiah again heard the voice of the Lord, “Whom shall I send, and 

and who will go for us?” 

• Isaiah responded, “Here am I; send me.” 

 

If God saves us and calls us, He qualifies us to labor for Him. He will not disqualify us unless we 

disqualify ourselves by actions, words, or deeds – or ask irreverently or too often “Why me 

Lord?” 

 

Some other examples from scripture where a servant could have said or thought,  

“Why me Lord?” 

 

Examples: some reasons, reactions or how they handled the question – answers & results 

• Adam – Broke God’s commandment (Genesis 3:6) – repentance – salvation  

• Abraham - Get thee from your country, kindred, and father’s house (Genesis 12:1) – 

Obedience – Providence and blessings 

• Jacob – Deception forced him to leave home (Genesis27:43) – his dream of the ladder to 

heaven, built an altar – God’s promise of blessing thru Jacob’s seed yet he still had to 

reap what he had sown. 

• Joseph – sold into slavery (Genesis 37:28), suffered for others sins – he was faithful 

before God – the savior of his people. 

• Moses – called to deliver God’s people(Exodus 3:10)  – questions “Who am I …”, “What 

shall I say”, “They won’t believe me.” - felt unworthy for the task – God answered his 

questions with assurance that the great “I AM” would be with Him.. 

• David – unfaithfulness (2 Samuel 11:1-4) – lost a son, sword in his own house, denied 

building the temple – repented before the Lord – maintained his throne and chose 

successor but damaged his influence 

• Jeremiah – hardship in service to God – faithful in delivering God’s word – vindicated by 

seeing come to pass the prophecy the Lord had sent through him. 

• The Apostles – opposition and persecution – bold in their preaching – many souls 

converted. 

• Paul – thorn in the flesh (2 Corinthians 12:7) – besought the Lord to take it away – “My 

grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 

• Jesus – let this cup pass if it be possible (Matthew 26:38-44) – not my will but thine – 

took the sins of the world upon Himself. 

 

Why do we as God called ministers ask “Why me Lord?” 

The short answer is the circumstances of life. Many things can be named such as: 

• We must contend with this flesh. Temptations, rebellion and sin. 

• We must seek God’s will – then we must have the courage to follow it. 

• We sometimes have to make difficult choices that affect not only own lives but the lives 

of our families and others around us. 
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• We sometimes face rejection, scorn and ridicule (possibly even persecution) for what we 

believe the Bible to teach. 

• We sometimes face rejection, scorn and ridicule (possibly even persecution) for what we 

preach and teach. 

• We sometimes face opposition even within our own churches. 

• We sometimes need to instruct and guide in church, social, community and personal 

matters and situations. 

• We sometimes encounter and must intervene and council in difficult church or spiritual 

situations – disagreements, conflicts, family matters, matters of discipline, behavior, etc. 

• We sometimes experience personal and family difficulties, tragedies, failures, etc. 

• We sometimes suffer from physical and or emotional limitations, infirmities and 

disabilities. 

 

When we feel overwhelmed with one or more of the above (or other life challenges), it is 

tempting and easy to ask, “Why is this happening to me Lord?”  

 

Where is and what is the answer? –  

• Try the spirits – 1 John 4:1 

• Examine and take inventory of our own life. 

• Is it something I have done or failed to do Lord? 

• Or is it an opportunity You are setting before me to help me learn, grow and become 

stronger? 

 

When this question comes to mind, it is time to: 

• Retreat to our prayer closet and petition the One that called us and sincerely beseech, beg 

and plead for His guidance and leadership. 

• Then listen for that still small voice to answer. Don’t put limits on how that answer might 

come. 

• Seek wise council from older or more experienced brothers and/or church members as 

appropriate. 

• Put the cause of God first – before your own self-esteem, self-interests or even reputation. 

• Stand for and on the truth! There is no place for compromise on matters of doctrine. 

• If you are wrong – admit you are wrong, apologize and move on. If you are proven 

wrong on doctrine, scriptural, or spiritual matters – first repent toward God, then seek to 

right the wrong. Try not to wallow in self-pity or lead others in the wrong direction just to 

vindicate yourself. Learn from your mistakes. 

• If you are right, ask for the Lord’s help to convince others of what is right without 

causing damage or division if at all possible. 

• Handle each situation on its own merit – there is not a blanket answer or resolution to 

every situation even when similar in nature or circumstance. God deals with each person 

on a personal basis – doesn’t it make sense he expects the same from us. 

• We could go on but in summary if this question arises in our life, in our ministry – seek 

the Lord’s help and guidance, other reliable council if needed, and listen, 

then man up – face the situation, stay in God’s will and word, and depend upon His help 
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and guidance to work through until you have the answer, “Now I know Lord, I 

understand.” or “Here am I Lord send me. I will go!” 

 

Now why is it so important for us to face and with God’s help to seek the answer to this question 

personally without delay. 

 

Finish scripture reading: Isaiah 6:9-13 

 

Summary: 

• Go and tell the people so that the ones that will hear, heed and believe can be saved. 

• Then Isaiah asks, “How long?” – The Lord’s answer, Until My purpose is accomplished; 

until I let you know that I am finished with you. 

 

First and foremost, it is our obligation to the Lord. He saved us, He called us, and He has 

promised He will not burden us with more than we can bear.  

He has promised to help us always when we ask in the proper way - with humility and reverence 

in faith! 

 

Secondly, it is our obligation to people – church members, family, friends, saved people, 

confused people, lost people.  

 

People are going to come to us and ask many questions. Some of them might be, “Why is this 

happening to me?”; “Why is the Lord doing this to me?”; “Why is the Lord letting this happen to 

me?”; etc. In other words they are asking within themselves, “Why me Lord?” 

 

The proper answer – the answer they are seeking – is not,  

“You know I’ve been asking myself the same questions about things going on in my life – I just 

don’t know!”  

 

Do you think such an answer is the spiritual guidance the Lord wants to provide through us? 

“NO!” 

 

Does the scripture not tell us 

• To be instant in season and out of season able to reprove, rebuke and exhort with patience 

and sound teaching? 

• To be able to give an answer for the hope that lies within us? 

• To know that all things work together for good to them that love the Lord? 

• That God is love but that He is also a God of judgement and wrath? 

• That Jesus is the Light of the world and as such He knows and has the needed answers? 

• That Jesus hears a humble pleas and is our advocate and mediator with the Father? 

• That sometimes we need to repent of actions or deeds? 

• That sometimes our faith is tested? 

• That sometimes we are tempted in this flesh, sometimes we yield but that with every 

temptation there is a way out given? 

• How to approach our righteous God to receive His guidance and assistance? 

 



2017 Old Union Ministers School  Thursday, March 23, 2017 

 Why Me Lord? – Lesson Outline 
 Elder Mitchell Glasscock 

Page 5 of 5 

Although we may not always have the answer to the question posed we should be able to: 

• Point them to the One that has the answer – Jesus. 

• Listen. (with an attentive, understanding and sympathetic ear)   

• Council as our ability permits. 

• Refer them to other council with ability or experience beyond our own. 

• Provide assistance and help when appropriate – personally or through the church. 

• Teach – teach from the word of God – teach by the leadership of the Spirit – endeavor to 

make sure there is teaching in our preaching. 

 

Final thought: 

More and more we are living in a “me” world. 

There seems to be a prevailing attitude of, “It’s all about me!” from many people in all walks of 

life. A few examples: 

• Leaders attempt to accumulate accomplishments which they can point to as their legacy.   

• There’s a generation sprung up that entering the work force display the attitude of being 

entitled – equal ranking and compensation with those with more accumulated knowledge 

and experience. 

• Everyone is in competition – Politicians, businesses, entertainment, athletics, and 

religions. We see such demonstrated in both individuals and groups. Each one in their 

own eyes are better, more important, more correct than the others. 

• The liberty of our nation has given rise to almost every group or cause that arises in the 

Unites States to say “I have the right to be recognized, have a voice, be treated equally.”, 

even when ungodly, devilish and destructive even to human society.  

• Everyone wants to do their own thing! 

 

Such is the way of man!  

So, we should not consider it strange that we so often hear “Why me!” often even with the 

Lord’s name added to the question (whether sincerely or just casually). 

 

God’s people, and especially men called by the Lord to preach His gospel, should realize, 

remember and often tell the Lord, “It’s not about me Lord – it’s about You!”  

 

I am not free to do anything and everything I want, I am not my own. I have been purchased with 

a price, so have you and so has every child of God. 

 

If we will keep these thoughts in mind, keep our lives in order by living by His rules, maintain a 

close relationship with the Lord, and seek and follow His leadership, when those difficult, tragic, 

trying or uncertain times come, instead of asking “Why me Lord?”, we can say: 

• Help me understand Lord. 

• Show me what you want from me Lord. 

• Thank you for giving me this burden or test Lord. 

 

Or especially 

Here am I Lord; send me. 
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