
Old Union Ministers’ School 
March 22-24, 2017 

Prepared by Elder Jeff Moran 

 

 

 
 

IT’S HARD TO BE HUMBLE 

The Evil of Pride 
 

 

The title of this lesson comes from a song written and sung by a pop music entertainer of the 
1970‘s, named Mac Davis.  Some of you are too young to have seen his weekly television show, 
so to introduce my subject today, I’d like to share the lyrics of the chorus with you: 
 
  Oh Lord, it’s hard to be humble when you’re perfect in every way 
  I can’t wait to look in the mirror ‘cause I get better looking each day 
  To know me is to love me - I must be one heck of a man 
  Oh Lord, it’s hard to be humble but I’m doing the best that I can 

 
Although the song was no doubt written for its comedic and entertainment value, it contains an 
element of truth about a very serious and pesky problem that bedevils all of mankind.  That 
problem is the focus of this lesson:  the evil of pride.   
 
 
The Evil of Pride 
Compared to other sins, we do not consider pridefulness to be all that bad, but God’s view of it 
is quite different.  He is not just displeased with it - He is repulsed by it.  We know this from 

God’s own Top Seven List of Most Hated Things, found in Prov. 6:16-19.  As I read these four 
verses, please notice what is mentioned first:  “These six things doth the Lord hate; yea seven 
are an abomination unto him: a proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent 
blood, a heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, a 
false witness that speaketh lies and he that soweth discord among brethren.” 
 
God’s hatred of pride is confirmed in Prov. 16:5, “Every one that is proud in heart is an 
abomination to the Lord; though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.”  In Prov. 21:4, 
we find that “A high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin.”  And the 

familiar passage of James 4:6-10 says, “...Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble.  ...Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift 
you up.”  So it is abundantly clear from God’s Word, that he has no use for prideful hearts. 
 
 
The Deception of Pride 
Not only is pride evil, it is deceptive both to ourselves and to others.  “For if a man think himself 
to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself” (Gal. 6:3).   Sometimes being lifted 
up with pride, we believe ourselves to be more than we are.  Not wanting those thoughts to be 

known by others, we attempt to hide them and to manifest a humble spirit.  It is not all that 
hard to look, sound or act humble but it is hard to BE humble.  Just because we say things like 
“I’m the weakest of His children” or “I feel like I’m the least in the kingdom” doesn’t necessarily 
mean that is really what is in our hearts.  Jer. 17:9 says “The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked:  who can know it?”  We may fool one another, and even convince 
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ourselves, but I Sam. 16:7 tells us that God looks on the heart, and He knows whether we are 
truly humble in spirit or delivering an Oscar-worthy performance. 
 

 
The Origin of Pride 
Let’s turn now to consider where pride originated.  We understand, from Isaiah 14:12-15, that 
pride was the first sin, beginning in the mind of the angel Lucifer, before his expulsion from 
heaven.  As I read this passage, notice how many times he refers to himself using that prideful 
pronoun, “I.”  
 
“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  how art thou cut down to the ground, 

which didst weaken the nations!  [In other words, what was the cause of your downfall?] For thou hast 
said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God:  I will sit also 
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:  I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High.  Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” 

 
In reading these verses, it is as if we are listening in on Lucifer’s thought process, as he dares 
to think the unthinkable:  his own promotion and replacement of God Almighty.  How vain and 
foolish the idea and how tragic and catastrophic his fall!  Truly, “Pride goeth before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall” (Prov. 16:18). 
 
Still not satisfied, Satan set out to plant his poisonous seeds of pride in the garden paradise of 

Eden.  Genesis chapter 3 records how that Satan, having taken the form of a serpent, began to 
entice Eve to partake of that which was forbidden.  In parallel to I Jn. 2:16, he appealed to the 
lust of the flesh (for the tree was good for food), to the lust of the eyes (for it was pleasant to 
look at) and to the pride of life (for it was a tree desired to make one wise).  In fact, Satan 
touted that “... in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil.” (verse 5)   Do you hear the similarity between this tempting 
idea of being equal to God, and Satan’s own earlier intentions?  What illusions of grandeur!  So 
sin, with pride and self-gratification at its heart, entered the world and passed upon all men. 
 

 
The Pervasiveness of Pride 
Because we are all born with that sinful nature, we all tend to fall prey to feelings of self-
importance and superiority from time to time.  We might not verbalize them aloud, but they 
exist in the deep recesses of the heart and sooner or later they surface.  Secretly, we believe 
we are special, even better.  Prov. 16:2 tells us that “All the ways of a man are clean in his own 
eyes; but the Lord weigheth the spirits.”  No wonder it’s hard to be humble - we often view 
ourselves and our thoughts as being nearly “perfect in every way,” like the song says. 
 

The problem of pridefulness is not exclusive to any one particular group of people.  It does not 
plague only women, or only men, or only the rich, the famous or the powerful.  No, it exists in 
everyone like a dormant virus ready to emerge.  From the young in age, with sometimes cocky 
attitudes - to those more mature, with heads swelled from a lifetime of achievement and 
possessions.  No one is immune to this insidious evil. 
 
Pride is at work at all levels as well.  We see it in individuals, like Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel chpt 
4) and Diotrephes (III Jn. 9), who loved to have the pre-eminence.  We also see it in churches, 
such as Corinth (I Cor. 5:2) and Laodicia (Rev. 3:17-18), where self-satisfied people needed eye 
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salve to see their true condition.  And, we see it in nations, such as the Jewish people (Mt. 3:9; 
Rom. 2:17-29; & Jn. 8:31-33), and Americans, who today have largely abandoned their 
dependency on God and placed their confidence in themselves. 

 
 
 
The Pervasiveness of Pride (Continued) 
The fingers of pride have also reached out to touch people in all ages of time:  from the kings 
of the ancient world, who erected monuments in their own likeness, to modern day “wanna-
be’s,” like Harold Schmitt, the developer of a subdivision that he named Schmitt Farms, in 
which there is a Schmitt Road, Schmitt Circle, Schmitt Lane and Schmitt Court.   This seems to 
prove the truth of a statement that Zig Zigler used to make:  he used to say “The sweetest 

sound to anyone’s ears, is the sound of his own name!”  Isn’t that pride at work?  Sure it is! 
 
 
Pride in the Pulpit 
If the layman is prone to prideful thoughts, how much more so is a man who stands to speak 
on behalf of Almighty God, someone convinced that he has been called by God and had the 
glorious gospel committed to his trust?  We must really be special for God to have chosen us, 
right?  Not according to I Cor. 1:26-29.  Let us not deceive ourselves, brethren.  I Cor. 10:12 
says “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.”  The ministry has 
many potential pitfalls and pride is certainly one of them. 

 
We read in Mk. 9:33-35 that even the Apostles were afflicted by this evil at one point, and were 
caught arguing among themselves as to which of them was the greatest!  It is also important to 
note that, among the qualifications of a bishop found in I Tim. 3:6, Paul warns that the 
inexperienced minister (called a novice) is not yet qualified for ordination.  The reason?  “...lest 
being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.”   How could this happen?  
Perhaps he experiences some success early on, hears the compliments of those trying to 
encourage him, sees some souls saved under his preaching, has several opportunities come his 
way - perhaps helping in some revivals, speaking at a Youth Weekend, or preaching at an 

Associational Meeting.  Before long, the compounded effect of these things inflates his ego, and 
before he knows it, he begins to think more highly of himself than he should - a victim of pride. 
 
At the other end of the spectrum, we find a seasoned Apostle, also susceptible to feelings of 
self-importance.  To prevent these, Paul tells us in II Cor. 12:7 that he was given a thorn in the 
flesh:  “...lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should 
be exalted above measure.”  Paul understood that it’s hard to be humble and readily admitted 
in Rom. 7:18, “For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no good thing.”  Here we 

find a truth that every saved person, and every preacher, would do well to remember:  any 
good in us, is not us!  II Cor. 10:12-13 offers valuable admonition to us all, not to engage in 
comparing ourselves with one another.  When we do this, our natural inclination is to focus on 
the ways in which we are better than others, while minimizing our own shortcomings.  This 
attitude can easily lead to feelings of superiority, jealousy and strife, all of which are snares of 
the devil (Prov. 13:10). 
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Well-meaning people sometimes become enamored with a certain preacher.  We know that the 
Corinthians got caught up in this, and some said “I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos”   
(I Cor. 3:4); the same thing happens today.  Let us be fully persuaded that preacher worship is 

nothing less than idolatry.  If we have been blessed to see an increase, we can rest assured 
that it came from the Lord of the harvest and not from the laborer!    
 
 

Preacher Praise 
Flattery can be addictive.  If a preacher is not careful, he may begin to listen for it and crave it.  
He may even begin to secretly entertain the idea that he (in a small measure) is responsible for 
the increase given by God - after all, it happened on his watch!  This is a dangerous thought to 
have, for the scriptures tell us in II Cor. 10:17-18, “But he that glorieth, let him glory in the 
Lord.  For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth.”  
While endorsements of the truth are appreciated, we as ministers of the Lord should discourage 
attention to ourselves:  first, because it detracts from the Lord, and second, because it feeds 

the ego monster.  Instead, we should lovingly redirect the attention to Him who deserves all the 
praise, citing I Cor. 3:21 - “Therefore let no man glory in men.”  We should also teach our 
members that their loyalty needs to be to their church, and discourage them from being 
preacher-followers.  It is not a good sign when churches have membership losses every time 
they change pastors! 
 

 

Prideful Problems 
Pride has been the soil from which the ugly weeds of jealousy and resentment have sprouted; 
some examples follow.  It is sad but true that some ministers have actually pouted because 
they were not asked to conduct “the main part” of a funeral service.  Satan is constantly at 
work sowing seeds of discord, and it is not unheard of for preachers to be jealous over their 

congregation’s affection for a former pastor or some other preacher.  One minister declined an 
invitation to preach on a Sunday evening, saying he only wanted to preach if he could do so on 
a Sunday morning.  Apparently, he felt that the smaller Sunday evening crowds were beneath 
him.  Sometimes, ministers feel slighted when they are not recognized and given the honor to 
which they are accustomed or to which they feel they are entitled, but Jesus warned us against 
such arrogance in Lu. 14:7-11, and ended with this admonition:  “...whosoever exalteth himself 
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”  He also left no doubt that 
people who seek the glory of men have that as their reward (Mt. 6:1-2). 
 

 

The Price of Pride 
Pride carries a huge price tag with it!  Because of his prideful rebellion against God, Satan was 

expelled from the presence of the Lord and cast into the earth (Rev. 12:9).  Adam and Eve 
were evicted from a perfect environment.  And, untold thousands have lost their souls because 
they allowed pride to stand in the way of humbly seeking the Lord.  Ps. 10:4 says, “The wicked, 
through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God:  God is not in all his thoughts.” 
 

As God’s ministers, we must not forget the high price that we too will pay if we allow ourselves 
to be lifted up with self-glory, or to be consumed with our own will.  We will soon find our 
usefulness to God suspended as He resists our haughtiness.  His withdrawal from us will leave 

us struggling, with only a scant  supply  of liberty and power to preach.  Instead,  let  us  
remember  the  admonition  of  Ph. 2:3-8, which holds up Christ as our example, and says:  
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“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better 

than themselves.  Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.  Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men:  and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 

became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.” 
 
 

Preventing Pride 
So, what can we do to avoid the pitfalls of pride?  Here are some suggestions: 
 

A. Stay close to the Lord.  Our spiritual proximity to Jesus will help us see Him for who He is, 
and ourselves for who we are.  With this clarity, we can say like John the Baptist, “...he must 
increase, but I must decrease,” as we desire for Him to have the preeminence! 

B. Conduct frequent and honest self-examination, asking God to help us see ourselves as He 
sees us. 

C. Ask God, every time we pray, to keep us humble and submissive to His will. 

D. Resist the temptation to compare ourselves with others. 

E. Remember that we are just the husbandmen; the increase comes from God. 

F. Kindly but firmly reject the attempts of others to puff us up with flattery. 

G. Read the scriptures daily to renew and refocus our minds on our true place before God. 

H. For those who are pastors, remember that we are only “under-shepherds” and that Jesus is 
the Chief Shepherd.  We are not rulers or lords over God’s sheep but simply servant 

caretakers. 
 
I’d like to also share with you the admonition of Eld. Calvin Perrigo from a lesson he  taught in 
1989, called “That the Ministry Be Not Blamed.”  In it, he said:  
 
“If you climb the mountain of pride, get ready to protect yourself from the winds of strife and envy 
because they are going to blow there.  They have full access to you there on that mountain of pride.  But 

if you will find yourself a safe abode in the valley of humility, all the graces of God flow downward - and 
there the vessel of humility will receive all those graces. You can sit there in the graces of God and enjoy 
the things of the ministry.  So stay off of those mountains!” 
 
 

Closing 

As we close, let’s think back to the last line of the title song, that says: “Oh Lord, it’s hard to be 
humble, but I’m doing the best that I can.”  We must always “do the best we can” to keep pride 
in check, lest it gain a foothold in our lives.  May we remember that, staying humble is a life-
long duty that requires constant diligence.  Avoiding pride and staying usable by God are 
essential elements of our high calling as ministers of the Gospel.  May we never lose sight of 
these simple truths: 
 

• Humility will make a silent exit unless we strive to retain her company; 
• The evil of pride is never more than one thought away; and 

• Because of our flawed nature, it really is...Hard to Be Humble! 
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May the Lord bless you in your respective fields of labor - not for the credit that you might 
receive - but that HIS name might receive all the honor and glory! 


