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"All Things Are Yours" 
by 

Elder Stephen Skinner                                             
 

I Corinthians 3:21-23 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;  
    Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or  

   things present, or things to come; all are yours;  
   And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's.  
 
I. Introduction 
 A. Earlier in the chapter the Apostle compared living to building and eternal   
  structure. 
  1. Only one true foundation. 
  2. Various materials are available--gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay,  
   stubble. 
  3. Those works of the flesh will be made manifest; tried by fire. 
 B. The Apostle warned against conceit. 
  1. If a man sees himself as wise, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 
  2.  Worldly wisdom is foolishness in the sight of God. 
 C. The Corinthians had differences among themselves regarding different ministers. 
  1. The Apostle reproved them:  "let no man glory in men." 
  2. But, then tempered the reproof by stating that "all things are yours." 
 
II. "All Things Are Yours" 
 A. All ministers are yours: 
  1. Paul--speaks clearly, logically, and powerfully; 
   Apollos--speaks with eloquence; 
   Cephas--plain spoken, blunt, honest, and straight forward. 
   All are yours--Apostles John (loving) and Peter (out-spoken). 
   Present day examples.  
  2. Would we try to fashion God's preachers to what we think? 
   What a sorry lot they would be? 
  3. Ministers are servants--and they are yours.  Whether they be a Paul, or an  
   Apollos, or a Cephas--make all the use of them you can. 
 B. The world. 
  1. This world where we live.  Men carve it up as "mine" and "yours,"--but it  
   is all yours. 
  2. The world exists only by and for the righteous.  "Ye are the salt of the  
   earth"--the preservers of it.  God is holding the flames back until he takes  
   all of His children home.  The world is yours, all others are merely tenets  
   that occupy it.  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.   
   Revelation 21:1 
   And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first  
   earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  
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  3. The earth is yours now.  The son of a rich man is the inheritor of the  
   estate, and as the has his needs met as a child, but will receive the full  
   estate when he comes of age.  As the children of God, all is yours. 
  4. God has promised to supply the needs of his children--"The young lions do 
   lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any  
   good thing." 
  5. And how about those who have persecuted--have they been provided for: 
   (THEY WILL BE) 
    And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of  

   them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they 
   held:  

    And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
   dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  

   And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto  
   them, that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants  
   also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be  
   fulfilled. 
 C. Life.   
  1. Life is a gift from God.  Jesus died for us.  We are his by purchase but He  
   gives us life enabling us to give it to Him.  
   Romans 12:1 
    I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present  
   your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your  
   reasonable service. 
   I Corinthians 6:19, 20 
    What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which  

   is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  
    For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and  
   in your spirit, which are God's. 
  2. Do not wish for life to end--only when your work is finished.  
    Acts 13:36 
   For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell  
   on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:   
  3. Life is precious gem but it may be set in a ring of iron. 
  4. Life is a God-provided opportunity, but if you do not plow it there will be  
   thorns and thistles. 
  5. Believers have life eternal. 
 D. Death. 
  1. Ecclesiastes 7:1  
   The day of death (is better) than the day of one's birth.  It is our door to  
   heaven.  It is the beginning of the realization of the promises of God.  It is  
   rest from our labors.  Do not fear it, it will be your privilege to die one  
   day--all is yours. 
  2. The death of saints is blessed:  (Revelation 14:13) 
   And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the 
    dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that  
   they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.  
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  3. Death is not to be trembled before, it is your servant--it is yours.  
  4. As you "die daily" in service you are preparing for passing to heaven. 
  5. The believer does not die alone.  
 E. Things present. 
  1. Prosperity--temporal prosperity may not be the best for you.  God knows  
   best what suits you.  Whatever He see fit for you, it is yours.  
  2. Adversity--you may shy away from it, yet God may use it to make you  
   better--to remove your dross and refine you as fine gold. 
   3. Providence--And we know that all things work together for good to them  

   that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  
   For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to  
   the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  
  4. Peace with God-- Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with  
   God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
   5. The Bible--The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our  

   God shall stand for ever. 
   6. Adoption into the family of God (holding citizenship in heaven)-- The  

   Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of  
   God:   

   7. The indwelling Holy Spirit--And I will pray the Father, and he shall give  
   you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;  

    Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth  
   him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,  
   and shall be in you. 

   8. Suffering with/for Christ 
    Acts 5:41 
    And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they  

   were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 
    Romans 8:17 
    And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so 

   be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  
   9. All things present belong to you! 
  F. Things to come. 
   1. Temporal things to come.  Even in uncertain times you are not to fear for  

   all is yours.  In storms and tempests, you have a Captain to guide you  
   through. 

   2. A grave is yours.  A place to rest, to sleep, to wait for the return of your  
   Savior. 

   3. With your grave comes the promise of resurrection. 
    John 14:1-4 
    Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  
    In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have  

   told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  
    And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

   unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.  
    And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  
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   4. Judgment is yours.   
    I Corinthians 3:13-15 
    Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it,  

   because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work 
   of what sort it is.  

    If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a  
   reward.  

    If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself  
   shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

    Romans 8:1 
    There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ  

   Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
    Revelation 22:12 
    And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man  

   according as his work shall be.  
    I Corinthians 6:2, 3 
    Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world  

   shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?  
    Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things that  

   pertain to this life?  
   5. Eternal glory and bliss. 
    Romans 8:18, 19 
    For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be  

   compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  
    For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation  

   of the sons of God. 
    I Corinthians 6:9, 10 
    But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered  

   into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that  
   love him.  

    But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth  
   all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

 
III.  Your Claim To All Things-- And ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 
  All things are yours by, through, and to the glory of Christ. 
  A. You are Christ's--How are you Christ's?  
   1. You are Christ's because God has given you to His Son.  By grace you are  

   Christ's.  
   2. You are Christ's by the purchase of His blood.  The Sacrifice of Jesus was  

   for you.  He paid the sin-debt for us all. 
   3. You are Christ's by His victory over sin and Satan.  You have been set free 

   and Satan has no more claim on you. 
   4. You are Christ's consecration.  You each had an experience with the Lord,  

   you surrendered to Him, and He received you as His.  "I am the Lord's and 
   He is mine." 

  B. Christ is God's. 
   1. Christ links Himself with men, and is also joined to God the Father. 
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   2. All things are God's.  Everything He created.  And all things are Christ's.  
    And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me  

   in heaven and in earth. 
   3. Through Christ everything is yours. 
   4. While the believer knows that "all things are yours," the unbeliever must  

   learn nothing is his--NOTHING! 
    
IV.  What Should You Do With Everything? 
  1. Great possessions place great responsibility upon the recipient.   
  2. You have no need to glory or be proud in one little thing because all things are  

  yours.  Some little talent, wealth, or position is nothing to be proud of because  
   "let no man glory in men. For all things are yours;" 
  3. When you suffer a loss or pass through a trial remember--"You are Christ's and  

  Christ is God's." 
  4. Since all is yours it is important to keep values appropriately aligned.   
   Matthew 13:45, 46 
       Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly  

  pearls:  
  Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had,  
  and bought it.  


