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                         HE  WHO  HAS  THE  BRIDE 

                 J. A. Reynolds'  March 23 lesson prepared for the 2016 Old Union Baptist Ministers' School 

 John 3:22 "After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; and there he tarried 
with them, and baptized. (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples - John 4:2) 3:23 And John also was 
baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.  3:24  
For John was not yet cast into prison.  3:25  Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the 
Jews about purifying.  3:26  And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, He that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same baptizes, and all men come to him.  3:27  John answered 
and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven.  3:28  Ye yourselves bear me witness, 
that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him.   3:29  He that has the bride is the bridegroom: but 
the friend of the bridegroom, which stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this 
my joy therefore is fulfilled.  3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease.  3:31  He that comes from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaks of the earth: He that comes from heaven is above all." (John 3:22-
31) John the Baptist said Jesus already "has the bride!" This was before He began his Galilean ministry. The 
first chapter of John tells us who some of these first members were. 
 
 Matthew 4:12  Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into Galilee; ….  
4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 4:18  And 
Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew 4:19  And he said unto 
them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.   And they straightway left their nets, and followed him. 
And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship 
with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them. 4:22  And they immediately left the ship and 
their father, and followed him"  (Matthew 4:12-22)  

 John 3:1  There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 3:2  The same came to 
Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these 
miracles that thou does, except God be with him. 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again (from above), he cannot see (perceive) the kingdom of God." (John 3:1-3) Jesus 
was already the King and had a kingdom with him (consisting of the beginnings of his church), but the Pharisaic 
teacher, being Spiritually dead and blind, could not perceive what stood before his eyes.  

 Matthew 5:13  Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? 
it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 5:14  Ye are the light of 
the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. 5:15  Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."  (Matthew 5:13-16) Ask any well-read 
Bible student, "who is the salt of the earth and the light of the world?"  Most will reply, "the church."  Evidently 
Jesus already had one! The city set on the hill, and the candlestick figures (see Revelation 1:20), both array many 
lights together as one great light, which is the most excellent way for His disciples to "let your light so shine 
before men," "in one accord" as a local church body!  He had already told them, "Blessed are the poor in spirit 
(not the high-spirited): for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ß Matthew 5:3; & Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness' sake (not the well-liked):  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ß Matthew 5:10  

 "Hearken, my beloved brethren, Has not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom which he has promised to them that love him?" (James 2:5) This is not universal, but it is generally true, 
whether we like it or not! While not all church members are materially poor in earthly goods, all must be "poor in 
Spirit." 
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 700 years before any churches of Jesus' earthly kingdom existed, God spoke to the temple- worshiping 
Jews through Isaiah's pen, "Thus says the LORD, The Heaven is my throne, and the Earth is my footstool: where is 
the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? For all those things has my hand made, and all 
those things have been, says the LORD: but to this (man) will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite 
(crushed) spirit, and trembles at my word."  (Isaiah 66:1-2) At this troubled time, God was very displeased that the 
Jewish religious leaders had transformed Solomon's temple into something less than God's desired dwelling among 
men. God desired to dwell in the hearts of men like Isaiah's pen here described. When Jesus later came to Earth 
He built His model church (and later many such churches) out of  these "living stones." (1st Peter 2:5) Paul 
described one such local church as the New Testament "temple of God" (1st Corinthians 3:17), and another as "the 
house of God, which is the church of the Living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." (1st Timothy 3:17) 

 Stephen later abruptly closed his message to the temple-controlling Jewish council which had him on trial 
after quoting this very scripture from Isaiah 66, before immediately accusing those elders very harshly! Stephen 
said, "Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Joshua into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God 
drove out before the face of our fathers, unto the days of David; Who found favor before God, and desired to find a 
tabernacle for the God of Jacob. But Solomon built him an house. Howbeit  'the most High dwells not in temples 
made with hands;' as says the prophet, 'Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build 
me?' Says the Lord: 'or what is the place of my rest? Has not my hand made all these things?'  Ye stiff-necked and 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.  Which of the 
prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which showed before of the coming of the Just 
One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: Who have received the law by the disposition of 
angels, and have not kept it. (Acts 7:45-53)  These keepers of Solomon's glorious temple always resisted The Holy 
Spirit, God's real presence and power, and so were unable to recognize who Jesus really was. They were keeping 
"a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof:" (2nd Timothy 3:5), as Paul would later warn Timothy was 
soon coming among the first century churches also. Today, there are many so-called evangelical churches and 
preachers who expertly do this. To the eyes of carnal men they are preaching the gospel, but they will not purposely 
allow their messages to cause such discomfort to their audience as might diminish their church's attendance. Neither 
will their controllers, whether they be a dictator or oligarchy, purposely allow enough presence of the Holy Spirit's 
power to intrude as might induce terrifying doubts into the minds of their hearers whose souls are deceived 
regarding their own personal eternal salvation. This modern trend appears to be a perfect fulfillment of Paul's 
warning. 

 One of the most chilling statements the Son of God made about the dominant Pharisees was, "Behold, they 
have their reward!"  (Matthew 6:2, 5, & 16)  That is, they already had all the reward that they were going to get, 
right here in this present lifetime, a fulfillment of their own secret desires to be honored by fellow men as holy 
men of God. They would get nothing good from Jesus beyond death!  Will it be any different in eternity for the 
"modern Pharisee baptists," and all other present day religionists who similarly prove themselves "hypocrites" in the 
opinion of Jesus the Judge?  Why should we imitate them to appear like the world and blend in with it for sake 
of men's acceptance? 

 Paul, the converted Pharisee well understood this perpetual principle and taught it to the Corinthians, and 
hopefully to us also! "For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called: But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and 
God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, has God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nothing  things 
that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence." (1st Corinthians 1:26-29) Do we see it?  Jesus wants his 
churches to look like Him, like he did while he walked on Earth! Too many churches have lusted to appear more 
acceptable in the eyes of the world, while having no thought of losing their gospel's "power of God unto salvation." 
This love of worldly acceptance displeases God, and will never preserve our churches.  
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 God sometimes allows his children to have what their outward minds desire. Read the seventh Chapter of 
2nd Samuel.  An idle David sat in his own luxurious house and conceived the idea of building a temple for God's 
glory which he called, "exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout all countries:" (1st Chronicles 22:5) 
God conceded to David's wishes, but not before protesting against it, declaring that He had never asked anyone to 
build Him a house to dwell in. He had chosen a tent for His earthly dwelling, and had housed all that which 
symbolized His Spiritual glory within its interior and furniture, representing His Spiritual and Heavenly things, not 
for the world to see! He had led Israel for centuries in this manner. (2nd Samuel 7:5-11)  God continued by 
instructing David regarding His true purpose. God wanted to build David a house, that is preserve a righteous 
and holy people who would always honor and glorify God after David was gone. Yet God conceded to allow 
David's son Solomon to carry out David's wishes by later building the temple he desired to house the God-designed 
furnishings of the tabernacle, and blessed it with a filling of His Spirit. (2nd Samuel 7:11-29)  But was that glorious 
temple good for Israel?  

 Isaiah's marvelous prophecy of the Messiah gave the most detailed description of the manner in which he 
would appear on Earth before sinful men, "… He has no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is 
no beauty that we should desire him.  He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not." (Isaiah 53:2-3)  Was 
it necessary that the "only begotten Son of God" wear such an humble outward appearance in this world?  Is 
it necessary that His churches look like Him?  "And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: …   The 
disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord. It is enough for the disciple that he be as his 
master, and the servant as his lord." (Mathew 10:22-25)  Is that attitude enough for us? 

  "But it will be said, are we then to drive away all but the children of God? I reply, is there any Holy 
Ghost?  If we preach in such a manner that the disciples of Christ are separate from the world, prayerful, 
humble, earnest, self-denying, and laboring for the conversion of men, the Spirit of God will be in the midst of 
them, and souls will be converted. The thing will be noised abroad. There is never an empty house where the 
Spirit of God is present. You could not keep men away from a church where souls are asking what they 
should do to be saved, and where converts are uttering the new-born praises of the King of Zion. There are 
certainly these two views to be taken on this subject. There are two ways of seeking to fill our houses of worship. 
Which is to be preferred? Which looks most like fidelity to the Master?" (From Principles and Practices of 
Baptist Churches published in 1857 by Elder Francis Wayland: From 1821 to 1826 Pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Boston; From 1827-1856 President of Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. // Emphasis mine! 
- J.R.) 

 "The line of demarkation between the churches and the world was much more distinct in 1837 than 
in 1887. Those who then "named the name of Christ" seemed to feel it an imperative duty to "depart from iniquity." 
I state this as a general truth requiring qualification, of course, in particular cases. Church members acted under the 
impression that they had been called out of the world, and were therefore separate from it and antagonistic to 
it. They were afraid of the world, and watched against the encroachments of worldly influences. They had not 
heard of the ruinous fallacy which teaches that Christians should live pretty much as do men of the world, 
that the latter may thereby be led to think more favorably of Christianity. They dreaded anything that looked 
like an obliteration of the line between them and the world, and thought it a matter of supreme importance 
for that line to be kept so distinct that all could see it. I think, therefore, that there was greater spirituality in 
most of our churches, to say the least, fifty years ago than now." (From J. M. Pendleton's 1887 Jubilee Sermon at 
the Kentucky Baptist General Association reminiscing about the Baptist churches of Kentucky in the 1830's when he 
began preaching. // Emphasis mine! - J.R.) 

                  The world will not like us if we look like Jesus!  GOD WILL! 
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 QUESTION:  Do you think that this present historically unusual peace and ease being experienced by 
American "evangelical Christians" is being tolerated and allowed by Satan and his demons toward no evil purpose? 
They know that our forbidden love for the world, and its Laodicean limitation of the real presence and power of 
God, is steadily forfeiting the good future we desire, and perhaps the eternal souls also, of our descendants! The 
Laodicean church really did exclude God's Spiritual presence by their misplaced love and ease.  

 Jesus revealed to John the prophecy of the true church, her virtues, and her future victory: "And there 
appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars: And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered.  And 
there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and 
seven crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: 
and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was 
born. And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught 
up unto God, and to his throne. (Read Revelation 2:26-27 to see that this "child" does not symbolize Jesus, but 
rather his imitators consisting of faithful disciples of His church and kingdom!) And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she has a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and 
threescore days. (Under threat of Roman Catholic persecution these true churches fled for refuge into uninhabited 
("wilderness" or deserted) places, like the high valleys of the Alpine mountains, and were hidden there and 
preserved!)  …  And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives unto the death. Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has 
but a short time. And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which 
brought forth the man child. And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the 
wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the 
serpent.  And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be 
carried away of the flood. And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the 
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war 
with the remnant of her seed (offspring), which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. (Revelation 12:1-17) How do you think these many "Waldensian" churches outwardly appeared 
during this long period of hiding for their Divine preservation?  Perhaps much like the seven churches of 
Asia, or the tens of thousands of local churches throughout an earlier United States of America? 

 In stark contrast, Jesus had his angels show John the future apostate church or churches which became 
married to the worldly powers: "And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with 
me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sits upon many 
waters:  With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been 
made drunk with the wine of her fornication.  …  and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names 
of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and 
decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and 
filthiness of her fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  And I saw the woman drunken with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration."  
(Revelation 17:1-6)  

Is our appearance important? Ref. Elder Howard Taylor's ministers' school lesson, "God Invisible!" 

 The first three chapters of Revelation present to us the circumstances then existing in seven selected 
churches in seven locations within the Roman Empire's province of "Asia" about the end of the first century A.D.,  
and what Jesus thought about the condition of each one. Five of the seven were reproved for serious transgressions 
of neglect or cowardly tolerance of evil, with demands for immediate repentance, and as much as possible, 
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correction.  It is evident that none of these churches were very large by today's normal. Severe trials and 
persecutions were frequent. The severest threats Jesus made seem to have been against the churches of Ephesus and 
Laodicea , which also seem to have been among the oldest and perhaps largest and wealthier of the group. Ephesus 
seems to have been a showcase of rightness when Paul wrote his epistle to it soon after it was first organized. That 
would have been 30 or 40 years before John's letters were sent to them as recorded in Revelation, chapters 2 & 3. At 
this later date they had "left their first love."  They appear to have remained very strict in their legalistic formality,  
but that godly love with which they had first came together was gone, and the Lord was much displeased. He 
demanded that they quickly "repent" of that loss, and "do the first works" lest He "come quickly and remove thy 
candlestick" from that place. He wanted them back like they were when Paul wrote to them. Now the "seven 
candlesticks" shown to John were "the seven "churches!" (Revelation 1:20) It is evident that the Ephesian 
church's recognition as one of His churches was in immediate jeopardy. 

 It is hard to see much difference in this and the severity of the threat Jesus made against the church at 
Laodicea. Rather than being legalistic and loveless like Ephesus, Laodicea was worldly, wealthy, self-satisfied, at 
ease, and perfectly content to have shut the real presence of God out of their meetings. The Lord expressed his 
disgust with them this way: "So then because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue (vomit) you 
out of my mouth.  Because you say, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and know not 
that you are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:  (Revelation 3:16-17)  Jesus said that they 
would have to come to Him to obtain correction of these disgusting attitudes, but He was shut out, and standing on 
the outside of their assembly knocking for the members to let Him back in. The members were obviously 
satisfied without intimate Spiritual fellowship with their Lord. This, I think, is a perfect description of how 
wealth, prosperity, and ease can still endanger churches with a gradually encroaching deadly Spiritual slumber 
which leaves them without perception of subtle Satanic intrusion and deception. By this means tens of thousands of 
American Baptist churches have departed from the faith and have ceased to be recognized as His churches by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

 When Paul wrote to the Roman churches, "For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest He 
also spare not thee." (Romans 11:21), he was warning the churches that it was possible for them to fall into the 
same fatal error that brought Divine rejection and destruction upon the Jews. By the time of  Revelation , Chapters 
2 & 3, this seems to have been in the process of happening, as it would later happen on a wholesale basis in 
the coming centuries, and again in our 20th century America. 

 Of the seven churches, only Smyrna and Philadelphia escaped the Lord's reproofs. What Jesus said to 
Philadelphia ought to be coveted by every one of our churches: "These things says He that is holy, He that is true, 
He that has the key of David, He that opens, and no man shuts; and shuts, and no man opens; I know thy works: 
behold, I have set before you an open door, and no man can shut it: for you have a little strength, and have kept 
my word, and have not denied my name. Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are 
Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and worship (bow down) before your feet, and to 
know that I have loved you. Because you have kept the word of my patience, I also will keep you from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. Behold, I come quickly: hold 
that fast which you have, that no man take your crown."  (Revelation 3:7-11) 

Is it not obvious when we contrast Philadelphia and Laodicea, which one was worth empowering and preserving 
in the sight of God and which was not?  Is it not also obvious that Laodicea would have appeared better and more 
pleasing in the opinions of worldly and carnal men? What greater gift could God offer charitable hearts 
burdened for the eternal salvation of all fellow men than an "open door" of opportunity which "no man can 
shut?" All of the Lord's churches were initially given a "crown" with which to rule and reign with Him in His 
kingdom here on earth. This ruling crown could possibly be lost by being deceived into serving the worldly "man" 
instead of the Heavenly Jesus. Philadelphia seemed to be in little imminent danger of that loss, but what would Jesus 
say about Laodicea? 
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 It is evident that while God will never abandon one of His born again children to eternal banishment in Hell 
regardless of their failures toward Him, Jesus' claim upon local churches which he espouses for inclusion in his 
future bride is not so eternal and immutable. Those who erroneously suppose the saved and the true church, 
Jesus' bride, to be synonymous have many difficulties to reconcile. They must either condemn as eternally lost all 
those whose lives and loves prove unfaithful to Jesus, or they must include some churches and people whose actions 
include spiritual unfaithfulness as a "chaste virgin"  "espoused" to Christ, (2nd Corinthians 11:2-3) or,  ignore the 
whole contradiction!  It seems evident that it is not hard for churches once claimed by Jesus to lose that "crown" and 
that "espousal" by allowing men to "beguile" (seduce) them into unfaithful embraces with heretical practices and 
doctrines. What happens when a local church is thus seduced?  Do they cease to function as an organization? NO! 
They usually continue on as a "church" appearing more outwardly prosperous than ever, henceforth deceiving 
greater and greater numbers of fellow men.  Historically, this is the way in which the "mother of harlots" came into 
existence and achieved great worldly power. After being legalized by Roman Emperor Constantine, the large 
metropolitan churches courted the Roman state and soon married the empire while claiming all Christianity in one 
"universal" unit, and later began persecution of all Christians who refused to join that unit. 

 Protestant "reformed churches" coming into existence after more than a thousand years of "dark ages" in 
Europe have indeed made marvelous progress toward regaining many Biblical truths for their followers. I commend 
them for that much improvement! Yet all of them jealously retain a few teachings and practices of their whorish 
mother. Suppose they succeeded in reforming so many of those errors as to become a virtuous woman as some 
appear to have done, could it still be possible that reformers could have succeeded in converting a harlot to become a 
chaste virgin?  Suppose they had succeeded in correcting all of those errors, which none apparently have, would 
they yet qualify as a "chaste virgin" "espoused" to Christ?  Confessing that no one apparently had totally succeeded 
in this venture, some later reformers have claimed special dispensations and gifts which they thought they used to 
revive or restore the "true churches" to the Earth, thus counteracting the great "falling away" (2nd Thessalonians 
2:3-4) which Paul predicted, which led to centuries of  "dark ages."  Despite these many claims, none of these new 
movements have succeeded in capturing the essence of the original churches which Jesus promised to preserve, 
"away from the face of the serpent" (Revelation 12:14), not within the bowels of the "mother of harlots." Neither 
did Jesus admit failure of His promises to preserve His "church" "throughout all ages" (Matthew 16:18 & 28:20 & 
Ephesians 3:21), by later raising up gifted prophets who could restore what Jesus Himself could not keep! What kind 
of man must such a restorer be, but one who is somehow greater than the Son of God Himself?  Besides that, none 
of these professed restorers have agreed with each other on the design of their own "restored churches!"  

 During the twentieth century, the "customized" church became the fad! Instead of having a few dozen 
denominations to confuse the world, we now have as many variations as we have local assemblies claiming to be 
churches. In early America, the title over the front door usually described what the informed visitor could expect in 
doctrine and practice. The so-called "interdenominational" and "nondenominational" movements, while seeking to 
eliminate denominations, have succeeded in creating a thousand times more confusion than they solved. Now each 
such local assembly, usually run by a pastor dictator or oligarchy instead of democratic under the monarchy of 
Jesus, forms its own unique sect customized to suit its leaders.  

 In the 21st Century the "megachurch," often with its various "campus" locations, has become the latest fad 
in customized churches. Congregations claiming to be "Baptists," which denomination was traditionally very 
adverse to such fads, have often taken the lead in these practices. Most of them have long ago abandoned basic 
traditional Baptist practices. Sinners are no longer invited to public prayer for personal salvation, and members are 
admitted without giving a credible new birth experience. Democratic government has been abandoned, thus voiding 
the member equality Jesus demanded (Matthew 23:8 & Luke 22:24-26), in favor of a supposed representative 
oligarchy. Pastors are chosen for their charismatic ability to attract a crowd and for their "public relations" abilities, 
rather than by seeking the will of the Master. The facts are, Jesus never intended for his "little flocks" to become 
very large, or at least to remain very large. Historically, taking into account all ages and localities during the last 
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2000 years, it has been the "little flocks" which have repeatedly preserved the faith and the church through 
the best and worst of times. As the modernizing Baptists of the twentieth century were rapidly succumbing to the 
Protestant mass evangelism craze spearheaded by men like D. L. Moody, Billy Sunday, and Billy Graham, many 
proponents of this simultaneous movement toward larger and larger "Baptist" churches, pointed to the swelling 
thousands in the first church of Jerusalem as justification for this trend. Many of us who feared this changing fad 
were temporarily at a loss to counter this argument in favor of large Baptist churches.  The answer is obvious 
that God never intended for that produce of the great Pentecost revival to remain very long in Jerusalem. 
They were to all "continue stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship …"  (Acts 2:42) only until they were 
soon made ready to carry out the worldwide commission already given to the church immediately before Jesus 
ascended into Heaven. (Matthew 28:18-20)  As soon as they could be prepared, they were to return to their native 
lands (the 15 named nations in Acts 2:9-11) taking this saving gospel and the church with them, and planting it 
there, and in regions beyond. Their reluctance to leave Jerusalem required the martyrdom of the best deacon, 
Stephen, and one of Jesus' closest Apostles, James, in order for them to be "scattered abroad" and as they scattered 
they "went everywhere evangelizing." (Acts 8:4 & 11:19-21) Soon the churches were being rapidly planted 
throughout the Gentile world. By the end of the century churches existed eastward to India, south to Ethiopia, and 
north and west to Britain. 

 After the great explosive ingathering of the Acts 2 Pentecostal revival had converted thousands of Jews to 
Christianity from all over the world, their immediate response was singular. "They continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. … And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved." (Acts 2:42-47) Three thousand were saved and added that very day, souls were 
added daily, and a short time later 5000 were counted as also added.(Acts 4:4) All of the reports indicate that this 
multitude, perhaps 10,000 or more, swelled the membership of the Jerusalem church with no sign of many leaving 
the city. Continuing  stedfastly is the apostles doctrine and fellowship was the right thing for them to do until they 
were grounded in the faith, but to long remain in one church in those numbers was a contradiction of the great 
commission Jesus gave that church immediately before he ascended. (Matthew 28:18-20) Temporarily 
continuing in this best of influences, examples, and teaching until they were ready to successfully carry out Jesus' 
orders agreed with the will of God, but it is evident that one large church, or any large church, was never the 
primary plan of God for the spread of Jesus' Spiritual kingdom. The doctrine of Jesus was the exact teaching of 
the apostles as they themselves continued to be reminded by the Holy Spirit of what He had taught them.  There 
could be no departures from this doctrine if the future churches were to remains sound. The model church 
had been begun in perfect order. The second absolutely necessary principle was the real presence of the Holy 
Spirit and His guidance, without which no church can long sustain its soundness in the faith. They must do nothing 
without consulting God's Holy Spirit. They must do nothing outside the boundaries of Jesus' doctrine. During the 
first century, the scriptures of the apostles and their close Spiritual associates were being written, completed, and 
finally accepted by Spiritual men and churches as canonical and equal to Old Testament inspiration. It was 
necessary that this be completed before this extraordinarily gifted inspired class of disciples were gone from the 
Earth. It is significant that Peter acknowledged some of Paul's "hard to be understood" writings as Holy "scriptures" 
in his own scriptures. (2nd Peter 3:16)  Paul's 14 epistles were soon widely acknowledged to be flawlessly inspired. 
Peter, James, John, and Jude added 7 more instructional letters for use by the churches. Together, with chapters 2 & 
3 of John's "Revelation,"  these instructions covered every type of situation which arose within and among the 
churches, and which might arise in the future churches. The apostle Matthew wrote his eyewitness account of the 
life, works, and teachings of Jesus which we call a "gospel." John Mark, a close acquaintance of both Paul and Peter, 
and nephew of the New Testament prophet Barnabas, wrote his brief gospel narrative. Luke, presumably a Gentile, 
and a close companion of Paul's on his mission journeys, wrote a third gospel narrative, and a lengthy narrative of 
the Acts of the Apostles and the early churches during the years after Jesus ascended. Last of all, the longest living 
apostle of all, John, wrote a gospel narrative of Jesus' works and teachings with more historical hindsight than the 
other three. His included many events not mentioned by the others, which were applicable to the changes in 
circumstances already occurring in the Christian realm. John's three brief epistles to the churches were also 
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evidently written during his last years.  Last of all, John wrote the apocalypse (Revelation) which Jesus gave to him 
to send to the churches immediately before this last apostle was removed from the earthly scene.  
 How large should a true church of Jesus Christ become and remain? That may be debatable, and good 
people will differ on the conclusion. However, when a church becomes too large for all members to actively 
participate in a given worship service, its size has become counterproductive.  Paul wrote to the Corinthians, 
"you may all prophesy (speak by the Holy Spirit) one by one." (1st Corinthians 14:31)  There are many other verses 
which give some such indications (without defining limits) of profitable church size. As churches become too 
large, a second class of citizens naturally develops which usually takes less and less part in the worship, 
outreach, and business of the church. As churches become huge, control of church business usually transfers to 
the pastor, deacons, and perhaps a few others. Soon these are accused, whether truly or falsely, of assuming to "run 
the church."  "One accord"  with the will of God and one another, which is the most preferred government of 
churches, becomes more and more difficult with larger size. Consensus, the second preferred government, also 
becomes more difficult to achieve. Even democracy which demands majority rule, the default method of church 
government, becomes more difficult as a church becomes very large. Almost all "megachurches" have long ago 
abandoned Jesus' demand for equality of the brotherhood and gone to some form of oligarchy to govern the church.  
The fact is, pure democracy becomes less and less workable as the governed  group increases in numbers. That is 
why the U. S. government was set up as a "representative democracy" or "democratic republic" by the wisdom of 
our founders, and also why the fabled Greek democracy did not extend beyond the bounds of the local city state. 
 While a lot of emphasis on our outward appearance before men has been made in this lesson, it has been 
aimed at achieving a God-pleasing "meek and lowly in heart" (Matthew 11:27) condition like our master's example, 
rather than the utterly impossible goal of living a flawless life. Our outward appearance in the latter regard is not 
without importance, and we make no excuses for our imperfections, but it is very much secondary to our 
appearance before a Holy God who clearly discerns our loves and real motives and often limits His spiritual 
presence accordingly. We must at all costs maintain that preaching of God's word which is "quick (alive), and 
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart; Neither is there any creature that is 
not manifest in His sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do." 
(Hebrews 4:12-13) Although such preaching becomes less and less popular with each passing year of this 
modern age, even among children of God, it is as necessary for exposing to themselves deceit which has 
entered our church members' hearts as it is for exposing the sinfulness of unsaved hearers. It is absolutely 
crucial to the continued existence of sound churches which God will greatly empower that our pulpits be 
filled by preachers so immediately sensitive to the Holy Spirit as to be used by Him to expose sinful attitudes 
which sometimes only God perceives. 
 Philadelphia or Laodicea? Which would you rather your church would be like? That seems to be the 
contrast of our present day. To me, Philadelphia is the ideal. Regardless of how we look either to ourselves, or to the 
world, to have God Himself "set before us an open door which no man can shut," rather than a "shut door that no 
man can open," is the most desired blessing to the charitable heart. (Remember the faithless and cowardly ten 
spies of Israel who looked like "grasshoppers" (Numbers 13:33) to both themselves and the worldly giants which 
they saw and feared.) Laodicea is apparent prosperity now, but in reality a path to impending rejection and future 
eternal loss. Philadelphia is the only assurance or spiritual prosperity, although it may never appear 
encouraging to the outward senses of the observer. It is total reliance on God's strength, not ours, and on 
God's invisible yet heartfelt presence, not that which impresses our outward man. 
 I am personally convinced that these churches with which I have been laboring for the 60 years of my 
Christian experience, at times in more than a dozen states and localities, and our fellowship of churches, are true 
churches of Jesus Christ preserved according to His immutable promises. I am certain that I cannot be shaken 
on that conviction, regardless of our feeble appearance which others might point out. This is the right way, and 
God has more times than I can remember to count confirmed that experimentally to my heart, as the prophet 
expressed it long ago, "And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye 
turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left."  (Isaiah 30:21)  
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