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Introduction: God has given several defining passages explaining who a preacher is to be and 

what a preacher is to do (1 Tim. 3:1–7; Titus 1:6–9; 1 Pet. 5:1–5). This lesson is about what the 

Bible says you should be and what the Bible says you should do! This is not optional. It’s not 

something you can consider or ponder; it is what God has commanded the preacher to be and do. 

Preaching is not just what we do, it’s who we are!

Aim: To return us to our accountability to God for our ministries, our accountability to one 

another, and our accountability to Scripture. 

Reading Lesson: For every preacher 2 Timothy is a sacred chapter and hallowed ground in 

many ways. These are the last words penned by Paul and the summary given to Paul’s son in the 

ministry (2 Timothy 4:1-5).  

Brief Acknowledgement: There are many other passages that paint the portrait of a preacher 

and together serve as a sacred archive of activities for the work of the ministry, such as those 

found in 1 and 2 Thessalonians: Praying (1 Thess. 1:2–3; 3:9–13); Evangelizing (1 Thess. 1:4–5, 

9–10); Equipping (1 Thess. 1:6–8); Defending (1 Thess. 2:1–6); Loving (1 Thess. 2:7–8); 

Laboring (1 Thess. 2:9); Modeling (1 Thess. 2:10); Leading (1 Thess. 2:10–12); Feeding (1 

Thess. 2:13); Watching (1 Thess. 3:1–8); Warning (1 Thess. 4:1–8; Teaching (1 Thess. 4:9–5:11; 

Exhorting (1 Thess. 5:12–24); Encouraging (2 Thess. 1:3–12); Correcting (2 Thess. 2:1–12); 

Confronting (2 Thess. 3:6, 14); Rescuing (2 Thess. 3:15). 

Paul also illustrates the character of a preacher and how that character relates to ministerial 

conduct (1 Thess. 2:1–6). He describes the nature of faithful preachers in terms of a mother (2:7–

8), laborer (2:9), family member (2:10), and father (2:11–12). 

The Force of Paul’s Final Mandate in 2 Timothy 4:1-5:  In these five verses, I believe 

we have one of many graphic portraits of a faithful preacher. The Bible is not ambiguous or 

vague about what God expects from a preacher, but is very explicit about what God expects from 

one who preaches His gospel. When unpacking these five verses we find nine imperative verbs. 

These verses serve as a summary and centerpiece for what God commands and expects the 

preacher to do.  The text is exhortative in style and lays demands on Timothy as a mandate for 

every preacher that follows. They are not suggestions. They are not ideas. They are not points of 

discussion. They are commands. It's a serious issue with God that preachers be what God 

designed them to be.  
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Summary of Other Statements: Paul was constantly telling young preachers what a 

preacher is to be and do. Let’s review Paul’s instruction to Timothy in the first letter. A preacher 

is to:

����Correct those teaching false doctrine, fables, and endless genealogies and call them to a 

pure heart, good conscience, and sincere faith (1 Tim. 1:3–5).

����Fight for divine truth, keep his own faith, and a good conscience (1 Tim. 1:18–19).

����Pray for the lost and lead the men of the church to do the same (1 Tim. 2:1–8).

����Call women in the church to fulfill their God-given role of submission and to raise up 

godly children, setting an example of faith, love, and sanctity with self-restraint (1 Tim. 

2:9–15).

����Carefully select spiritual leaders for the church on the basis of their giftedness, godliness, 

and virtue (1 Tim. 3:1–13).

����Recognize the source of error and those who teach it, and point these things out to the rest 

of the church (1 Tim. 4:1–6).

����Constantly be nourished on the words of Scripture and its sound teaching, avoiding all 

myths and false doctrines (1 Tim. 4:6).

����Discipline himself for the purpose of godliness (1 Tim. 4:7–11).

����Boldly command and teach the truth of God’s Word (1 Tim. 4:12).

����Be a model of spiritual virtue that all can follow (1 Tim. 4:12).

����Faithfully read, explain, and apply the Scriptures publicly (1 Tim. 4:13–14).

����Progress toward Christlikeness in his own life (1 Tim. 4:15–16).

����Be gracious and gentle in confronting the sin of his people (1 Tim. 5:1–2).

����Give special consideration and care to those who are widows (1 Tim. 5:3–16).

����Honor faithful church leaders who work hard (1 Tim. 5:17–21).

����Choose church leaders with great care; be sure they are both mature and proven (1 Tim. 

5:22).

����Take care of his physical condition so he is strong to serve (1 Tim. 5:23).

����Teach and preach principles of true godliness, helping his people discern between true 

godliness and mere hypocrisy (1 Tim. 5:24–6:6).

����Flee the love of money (1 Tim. 6:7–11).

����Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness (1 Tim. 6:11).

����Fight for the faith against all enemies and all attacks (1 Tim. 6:12).

���� Instruct the rich to do good, to be rich in good works, and to be generous (1 Tim. 6:17–19).

����Guard the Word of God as a sacred trust and a treasure (1 Tim. 6:20–21).

Second Timothy 4 is the final summary of two rich epistles from Paul to Timothy outlining the 

preacher’s life. In his second epistle, Paul reminded Timothy to:

���� Keep the gift of God in him fresh and useful (2 Tim. 1:6).

���� Not be timid but powerful (2 Tim. 1:7).

���� Never be ashamed of Christ or anyone who serves Christ (2 Tim. 1:8–11).

���� Hold tightly to the truth and guard it (2 Tim. 1:12–14).

���� Be strong in character (2 Tim. 2:1).

���� Be a teacher of apostolic truth so that he may reproduce himself in faithful men (2 

Tim. 2:2).

���� Suffer difficulty willingly while making the maximum effort for Christ (2 Tim. 2:3–

7).



���� Keep his eyes on Christ at all times (2 Tim. 2:8–13).

���� Lead with authority (2 Tim. 2:14).

���� Interpret and apply Scripture accurately (2 Tim. 2:15).

���� Avoid useless conversation that leads only to ungodliness (2 Tim. 2:16).

���� Be an instrument of honor, set apart from sin and useful to the Lord (2 Tim. 2:20–

21).

���� Flee youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, and love (2 Tim. 2:22).

���� Refuse to be drawn into philosophical and theological wrangling (2 Tim. 2:23).

���� Not to argue, but be kind, teachable, gentle, and patient even when he is wronged (2 

Tim. 2:24–26).

���� Face dangerous times with a deep knowledge of the Word of God (2 Tim. 3:1–15).

���� Understand that Scripture is the basis and content of all legitimate ministry (2 Tim. 

3:16–17).

���� Preach the Word—in season and out of season—reproving, rebuking, and exhorting 

with great patience and instruction (2 Tim. 4:1–2).

���� Be sober in all things (2 Tim. 4:5).

���� Endure hardship (2 Tim. 4:5).

���� Do the work of an evangelist (2 Tim. 4:5). 

Notice also in 2 Timothy 2, Paul uses seven different metaphors to describe the rigors of being a 

preacher. He pictures the minister as a: teacher (v. 2), soldier (v. 3), athlete (v. 5), farmer (v. 6), 

workman (v. 15), vessel (vv. 20–21), and a slave (v. 24). Each of these metaphors evokes ideas of 

skill, sacrifice, labor, service, and hardship. The life of every preacher should reflect the qualities 

found in all seven of these metaphors. 

Paul only outlines some of the things God has called you to be and do! Quite a list, isn't it?  Every 

young preacher should be made aware of these instructions as he pursues the ministry. If you 

follow the Biblical model of preaching in 1 & 2 Timothy, it takes a total commitment of life to 

fulfill along with a commitment to personal excellence. It all has to do with Timothy being all 

that God wants him to be based upon his God-given potential.  

The false teachers and ministers of Satan should not have a greater commitment to these things 

than us! There's a trend today for people to rush into ministry, start a sort of self-styled pseudo 

ministry and think that that's all that's necessary without any regard for what God has 

commanded them to do! 

Pilgrim's Progress, written by John Bunyan, illustrates this command: When Pilgrim goes into 

Interpreter's house, the first thing that he is shown is a painting of the preacher. Bunyan describes 

the preacher with these words, "He has eyes lifted to heaven. He has the best of books in his 

hand. He has the law of truth written upon his lips. The world was behind his back. He had a 

posture as if pleading with men and a crown of gold did hang over his head."  Would this be the 

portrait of the 21st century preacher? If we would repent and return to the biblical expectations of 

being a minister, the impact would be phenomenal.   

Overview Of Our Lesson: No text of Scripture is more powerful in affirming this 

calling to use all our skills to proclaim the Word than the mandate found in 2 Tim. 4:1–5:  
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I. The Seriousness of Our Calling: The perfect judge, having solemnly 

charged us, will render perfect judgment on the quality, accuracy, zeal, and effort of the 

preacher. The God-ordained means to save, sanctify, and strengthen His church is 

preaching. The proclamation of the gospel is what elicits saving faith (Rom. 10:14). 

Through the preaching of the Word comes the knowledge of the truth that results in 

godliness (John 17:17; Rom. 16:25; Eph. 5:26). Preaching also encourages believers to 

live in the hope of eternal life, enabling them to endure suffering (Acts 14:21–22). In 1 

Tim. 4:11, he instructed Timothy to “prescribe and teach these things.” He further 

commanded Timothy, “Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to 

exhortation and teaching. Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was 

bestowed upon you through prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the 

presbytery. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these 

things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who 

hear you” (1 Tim. 4:13–14, 16).  Your life and the lives of the people around you will 

fall apart if you do something other than this! 

We are to do what Jesus did in Luke 4:43. His earthly ministry was largely one of 

preaching and teaching (e.g., Matt. 4:17, 11:1; Mark 1:14, 38–39; Luke 8:1, 20:1). He 

left His church with the charge, “Go into all the world and preach” (Mark 16:15).

We are to do what the Apostles and preachers of the early Church did. Peter preached 

and three thousand were converted (Acts 2:14–41). Shortly afterward, Peter preached 

another major sermon from Solomon’s portico in the temple (Acts 3:11–26). The 

preaching of Philip (8:5, 12, 35, 40), Paul (9:20; 13:5, 16–41; 14:7, 15, 21; 15:35; 

16:10; 17:13; 20:25; 28:31), the Apostles (4:2; 5:42), and others in the church (8:4; 

11:20) is also a prominent feature in Acts.

The true church throughout its history has strongly emphasized biblical preaching. 

Preachers today have no authority because preachers are preaching their own notions 

and opinions. They must “preach the word”—the Bible mandate for preaching. In short, 

the purpose of reading, explaining, and applying a portion of scripture is to obey the 

command to “preach the Word.” He did not spend thousands of years producing the Old 

and New Testaments (in a sense, the Bible is particularly His Book) only to ignore it! 

What He moved men to write, He now motivates us to preach. He has not promised to 

bless our word; that promise extends only to His own Word (Isa. 55:10, 11). 

The decline of biblical preaching is a major factor contributing to the church’s weakness 

and worldliness. If the church is to regain its spiritual health, preaching must return to 

its proper biblical foundation. Training for preaching is a demanding, lifelong pursuit. It 

requires a man to give himself to the pursuit of godliness, to subject himself to the 

disciplines of learning biblical languages, doing exegesis, formulating and 

understanding theology, and to hone his ministry skills through years of ministry and 

humble service. 

2 Timothy 4:1 



2 Timothy 4:1 states “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom”.  “I solemnly 

charge you,” Paul says, “in the presence of God”. This speaks of the seriousness of the 

issue of ministry. This verse begins with the verb, diamarturomai, meaning “I solemnly 

charge”. It is one word in the Greek language, a strong word meaning earnest testimony, 

solemn commands, strong urging, all inherent in that word. 

Anyone called to preach, anyone called to articulate the Word of God takes on a serious 

responsibility. In James 3:1 where James is discussing the matter of the tongue, he says, 

"you know, we who teach will be judged more strictly than others.” We labor in view of 

the second coming of Jesus Christ. That is the compelling element here that Paul wants 

Timothy to grasp. There is a facing of the judge coming where we have to give an 

account for the ministry. Every preacher is directly accountable to the judge.

The phrase “before God,” implies God, even Christ Jesus, is watching. We are in full 

view of Him whom all judgment has been committed. What a compelling thing that is 

to think about! I'm not serving in view of men; I'm serving in view of God. Not one 

month of my life escapes Him, not one week, not one day, not one hour, not one minute, 

not a second of my life escapes the vision of Christ. He knows what I do with my time. 

He knows what I do with my energies. He knows what I do with every opportunity and 

I am accountable to Him for that. He's the judge. 

The word "judge" in this text comes from krinois and is not the strong word of 

damnation and condemnation, but rather the word of evaluation. It's the word from 

which we get the word "criteria” (criterion, critic) and implies an evaluation. Paul says 

to Timothy, the Lord is going to evaluate you and He'll have all the information 

necessary because of His omniscience. He knows everything! You will be evaluated by 

the God who judges everybody; the God in Christ who judges everybody will evaluate 

you. 

The word "appearing" is also a powerful thought. Earlier as I read in 1 Timothy 6:14, he 

told Timothy, "Do what you do until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ." Here in 

this very chapter, verse 8, he says, "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to 

me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing." 

Furthermore, Titus 2:13 states "Looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the 

glory of our great God and Savior Christ Jesus." The compelling thing here is the final 

verdict on your ministry at the coming of the Lord! The magnitude of this charge is 

serious and we must be committed to dedication because of the seriousness of this 

charge and the scrutiny of the one who is the judge and will evaluate it. 

The perfect judge will render perfect judgment on the nature, dedication, faithfulness, 

and the consistency of the preacher's efforts. The charge points to the seriousness of our 

commission. We must all, says Paul, stand before the judgment seat of Christ to receive 

for the things done in the body whether they be good or useless. We serve with a 
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compelling sense of seriousness because we know we serve in full view of the one who 

will evaluate our work.

II. The Strictness of Our Content: 2 Timothy 4:2 charges ministers to “Preach the 

word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 

and doctrine.” The content for a faithful minister is clearly defined as the Word of God. 

Our task is to proclaim divine revelation in revealing this Holy Book.

The brief command to “preach the Word” is the first of five commands and boils down 

what we really are to do and that is to preach the Word. The verb speaks of the function, 

the noun speaks of the content. Preach is what we do and the Word is what we preach.

The “Word” is defined in  2 Timothy 3:15-16 which refers to the sacred writings or all 

Scripture, the whole logos of divinely revealed truth. Notice the flow:

a. Retain sound words. Retaining sound words is exemplified in 2 Timothy 1:13: 

"Retain the standard of sound words which you've heard from me and then guard 

that treasure." Sound words therefore are a revelation of God. 

b. Understand it. 2 Timothy 2:15 says "Study it, handle it accurately, the word of truth." 

First you take in the truth. Then you come to fully understand it. Then you take the 

responsibility to fully proclaim it. 

c. This is your stewardship from the Lord! In Colossians chapter 1, the Apostle Paul 

speaks of his own devotion to do that in verse 25, "Of this church I was made a 

minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit in 

order that I might fully carry out the preaching of the Word of God." And what is it? 

"The mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations but has now 

been manifested to His saints." What is that? It is the New Testament. I am a 

preacher of the Word of God, primarily the New Testament, the mystery that was 

hidden is now revealed. 

d. Jesus Christ is the message. In 2 Corinthians 4:5, Paul wrote "We do not preach 

ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord."  He preached Christ. He preached the Word of 

Christ. He preached the mystery revealed in the New Testament. He preached the 

Word of truth. He preached the Word of God. 

Retain sound words and understand them. This is your stewardship from the Lord. Jesus 

Christ is the message.

There are men who are gifted orators who can sway and move audiences with the power 

of their persuasive speech. There are men who are erudite, wise, knowledgeable, well-

trained and schooled. There are men who can apply human reason and logic and 

wisdom and tell stories and move the hearts of men. There are men who do these things, 

but no man is a faithful preacher who does not preach the Word. That's the calling!

Scripture alone is the source of spiritual food. Peter urged believers to “long for the 

pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” (1 Pet. 2:2). 

Scripture alone is “able to build [believers] up and to give [them] the inheritance among 

all those who are sanctified” (Acts 20:32). In Scripture alone is found “the wisdom that 

leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15). Scripture alone 



“is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training 

in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).

Preachers must return to their calling as expositors of Scripture. Like Ezra, they must 

“set [their hearts] to study the law of the Lord, and to practice it, and to teach His 

statutes and ordinances” (Ezra 7:10). Like Apollos, they must strive to be “mighty in the 

Scriptures” (Acts 18:24). And like Paul, they must realize that they were made ministers 

“according to the stewardship from God,” that they “might fully carry out the preaching 

of the word of God” (Col. 1:25).

III. The Scope of Our Commission: A minister is to realize how far-reaching the 

commission to preach is. He is to be ready in season and out of season. As one writer 

said, there are only two times when you're allowed to preach...in season and out of 

season. That means at all times, in all places. This is illustrated in 2 Timothy 4:2 “be 

instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 

doctrine”. 

A preacher’s tone is to be both negative (reproving, rebuking) and positive (exhorting 

with patience and teaching). Paul wrote to Titus that a preacher must be able “to exhort 

in sound doctrine” (Titus 1:9). Exhort is from parakaleō and means “to come alongside” 

someone, to call and strengthen that person. 

The concept expressed here is a tender, passionate, and powerful pleading for obedience 

to the truths of Scripture. That presupposes, however, that the people have been taught 

those truths. It is pointless to urge them to obey truths they do not understand. “Sound” 

is from hugiainō, from which our English word hygiene is derived. It means “healthy, 

life-giving, or life-preserving,” in contrast to the devastating, murderous error of false 

teaching. Preachers are to come alongside their flocks and strengthen them by bringing 

them healthy, divine teaching.

True biblical preaching must contain both proclamation and instruction, both kērugma 

and didachē. Didachē forms the content of kerugma. Scripture is the foundation of 

preaching, yet the preacher must urge people to apply the biblical truths they learn. That 

is the function of kerugma, the public proclamation intended to move the will. Only 

when preaching has the proper content can it fulfill its God-ordained function in the 

church. No passage in Scripture states that more clearly than Ephesians 4:11–16.

IV. The Style of Our Communication: Four words emphasize the style of our 

communication as preachers and the manner of what you are to do: 

a. κηρύσσω (kēryssō, meaning “I preach,” or “I proclaim”). 

b. Εύαγγελίζω (euaggelizō, meaning “I preach the gospel”). 

c. Μαρτυρέω (martyreō, meaning “I testify,” or “I bear witness”). 

d. Διδάσκω (didaskō, meaning “I teach”) 
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Preaching is expository in purpose. It explains the text. Preaching is logical in flow. 

It persuades the mind. Preaching is doctrinal in content. It obligates the will. 

Preaching is pastoral in concern. It feeds the soul. Preaching is imaginative in 

pattern. It excites the emotion. Preaching is relevant in application. It touches the 

life.

Let’s further define the words that define us: κηρύσσω (kēryssō, meaning “I preach” or 

“I proclaim”). Kēryssō sees general use throughout the Gospels, Acts, and the Epistles. 

John the Baptist (Matt. 3:1), Jesus (Matt. 4:17), and Paul (Acts 28:31) all engaged in the 

action of preaching as indicated by this verb. To Timothy, Paul commended this same 

activity, telling him to preach the Word (2 Tim. 4:2).

Εύαγγελίζω (euaggelizō, meaning “I preach the gospel”) is practically interchangeable 

with kēryssō (Luke 8:1; Acts 8:4–5). Paul and Barnabas preached the good news of the 

Word of the Lord (Acts 15:35).

Μαρτυρέω (martyreō, meaning “I testify,” or “I bear witness”) is a legal term picturing 

the communication of truth from one who has first-hand knowledge. John the Baptist 

bore witness to the Light (John 1:7–8), and John the apostle testified to the Word of 

God (Rev. 1:2).

Διδάσκω (didaskō, meaning “I teach”) focuses on the purpose and content of the 

message transmitted, without excluding elements of the three previous verbs. As part of 

the Great Commission, Jesus commanded His disciples to teach (Matt. 28:20). Paul 

recommended teaching to Timothy (1 Tim. 6:2 and 2 Tim. 2:2). Teaching is sometimes 

associated with kēryssō (Matt. 11:1) and euaggelizō (Acts 5:42). The content of what is 

taught focuses on the way of God (Matt. 22:16) and the Word of God (Acts 18:11).

In addition to these four prominent words, there are many others that significantly 

enhance the biblical style or manner of communicating God’s Word. For example, in 

Acts 8:31 the Ethiopian eunuch invited Philip to “guide” or “lead” (ὁδηγέω [hodēgeō]) 

him through Isaiah 53. Paul “explained” or “laid out” (ἐκτίθημι [ektithēmi]) the 

kingdom of God (Acts 28:23, 18:26). Paul told Timothy that he was to “entrust” or 

“commit” (παρατίθημι [paratithēmi]) what he had heard from Paul to faithful men that 

they might teach others also (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Jesus’ interaction with the two disciples on the road to Emmaus adds further dimensions 

to biblical preaching. He “explained,” or “interpreted” (διερμηνεύω [diermēneuō]) the 

things about Himself in the Old Testament, from Moses to the prophets (Luke 24:27). 

They, in turn, marveled at the way He had “opened,” or “explained” (διανοίγω 

[dianoigō]) the Scriptures (Luke 24:32; cf. 24:45). 

It would be profitable to study additional words such as ἀναγγέλλω (anaggellō, meaning 

“I announce” or “I declare”) in Acts 20:27; ἀναγινώσκω (anaginōskō, meaning “I read”) 

in 1 Tim. 4:13; παρακαλέω (parakaleō, meaning “I exhort, comfort”) in 1 Tim. 4:13; 

ἐξηγέομαι (exēgeomai, “I declare”) in Acts 15:12; λαλέω (laleō, “I speak”) in John 

3:34; διαλέγομαι (dialegomai, “I discuss, argue”) in Acts 17:17; and φθέγγομαι 
(phtheggomai, “I utter”) in Acts 4:18. 



Many desire to preach with Paul’s persuasive power but without his intense 

commitment. It’s impossible. Those called to preach God’s word must realize that a 

stewardship has been entrusted to them, and they must be committed to it. Paul 

understood that clearly (Titus 1:3). He did not volunteer for the ministry but was 

“appointed a preacher” (1 Tim. 2:7; Col. 1:25; 2 Tim. 1:11). To the Corinthians he 

admitted, “If I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for I am under compulsion; 

for woe is me if I do not preach the gospel. For if I do this voluntarily, I have a reward; 

but if against my will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me” (1 Cor. 9:16–17). 

As a stewardship from God, preaching demands diligence, discipline, and hard work. It 

is “those who work hard at preaching and teaching,” Paul writes, who are especially 

“worthy of double honor” (1 Tim. 5:17). 

Conclusion: No profession has such a high liability potential as that of the preacher of God’s 

Word. God will judge every preacher on the truthfulness and accuracy of his preaching. Any 

failure as a spokesman for God brings not only shame (2 Tim. 2:15) but judgment. The Holy 

Spirit has written that all who pastor God’s flock must “give an account” (Heb. 13:17). There will 

be a day of reckoning for the preacher. 

A commitment to diligent study of the Word of God is essential. A small amount of skill and 

ability will never enable a preacher to teach doctrine, expound on the deep things of God, 

convince the stubborn mind, capture the affections and will, or spread light on dark realities so as 

to eliminate the shadows of confusion, ignorance, objections, prejudice, temptation, and deceit 

(time to gird up our loins). But above all, overall, and through all, if the preacher is to detect the 

errors of his hearers and if he is to free men from their strongholds of ignorance, convince their 

consciences, stop their mouths, and fulfill his responsibility to proclaim all the counsel of God, he 

must be skilled in the Word. 

A man cannot hope to preach effectively without first having worked diligently and thoroughly 

through the biblical text. This is the only way the expositor can acquire God’s message. A man 

cannot hope to preach the Word of God accurately until he has first engaged in a careful, 

exhaustive exegesis of his text. Herein lies the problem, for competent exegesis requires time, 

brainpower, and “blood, sweat, and tears,” all saturated with enormous doses of prayer. You will 

soon reveal your ignorance as an expositor if you do not study!
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