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Lay Up For Yourselves 

a lesson presented to the  

Old Union Baptist Ministers' School 

March 26, 2015 

 

by Elder Stephen Skinner 

 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 

  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and 

 where thieves break through and steal:  

  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 

 and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  

for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

Introduction (author's note)  

On January 20, 1976, at 29 years old, I went for a jog/walk of 2 miles.  The next day I 

jogged the same 2 miles. Within 2 weeks I was jogging/running 5 miles, 6 days each 

week.  Over the next 20 years I logged 27,000 miles--a distance greater than the 

circumference of the earth at the equator.  I do not advocate such activity (bodily exercise 

profiteth little).  But, I did notice some physiological changes.  I lost about 40 pounds, got 

stronger, and slept better.  And, after an extended time I began to notice that at a certain 

distance each day, the running seemed to become easier.  I discovered the theory that my 

body, after being stressed every day, begun producing "endorphins," or "endogenous 

morphine;" i.e. a substance produced by the body that acts like morphine; a natural pain 

killer, feel-good substance. 

 

Out of the dust of the earth, God made Adam a miraculous electro-chemical body that 

had the capacity to experience "happiness."  In fact, before sin, there was only happiness, 

with no necessity for pain, sorrow, and death. 

 

On Saturday evening, February 25, 1956, God graciously saved my soul, giving me a 

new heart with which I could feel.  Not an electro-chemical body stained by sin, but a 

soul (spirit) made in the likeness of the holy God himself.   

Romans 8:16 

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

 There is true happiness in salvation.  

 I Peter 1:8, 9 

  Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 

 rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:  

 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
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 I. Rejoicing In God Through Faith 

  Such rejoicing here must be by faith which "is the substance of things hope for,  

  the evidence of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1).  "For now we see through a glass  

  darkly, but then face to face;" I Corinthians 13:12.  Scripture compares faith to the 

  natural body's senses by which we can perceive and rejoice in God:   

  1. Sight--Isaiah 45:22, Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the  

   earth: for I am God, and there is none else. 

  2. Hearing--Isaiah 55:3, Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your  

   soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even  

   the sure mercies of David.   

  3. Smell--Psalm 45:8, All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and   

   cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 

  4. Touch--Mark 6:56, And whithersoever he entered, into villages, or cities,  

   or country, they laid the sick in the streets, and besought him that they  

   might touch if it were but the border of his garment: and as many as  

   touched him were made whole. 

  5. Taste--Psalm 119:103, How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea,  

   sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
 

 II. Rejoicing With God In Heaven 

  I Corinthians 2:9, 10 

   But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into  

  the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  

  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all  

  things, yea, the deep things of God.  
  1. With God. 

   Matthew 25:34 

   Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of  

   my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of  

   the world: 
   John 14:1-4 

    Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  

    In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have  

   told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  

   And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 

    unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
   Revelation 21:3 
    And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of  

   God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his  

   people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.  

  2. All sin (with the resulting pain, suffering, and death) is gone.  Even the old 

   heaven and the old earth are gone because they had been the scenes of  

   evil. 

  3. No tears. 

   Revelation 21:4 
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   And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall   

   be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be  

   any more pain: for the former things are passed away. 

  4. All things are new.  

   Revelation 21:5 

   And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. 

  5. Access to the water of life and the tree of life. 

  6. Its glorious construction. 

 

 III. Eternal Rewards 

  1. The reward of authority. 

   A. The faithful will sit with Jesus in judgment over the fallen angels. 

    I Corinthians 6:3 

    Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things  

    that pertain to this life? 

   B. God gives life on earth with which men are to glorify Him.  If that  

    little bit is well used, much more will be granted in heaven with  

    which to glorify God. 

    Luke 19:17-24 

     And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast  

    been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.  

      And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five  

    pounds.  

      And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.  

     And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which  

    I have kept laid up in a napkin:  

      For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up 

    that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow.  

      And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee,  

    thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man,  

    taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow:  

      Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at  

    my coming I might have required mine own with usury?  

      And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound,  

    and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 

   C. All believers will be with Christ but only those who "overcome"  

    will reign with Him.   

    II Timothy 2:12 

    If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also  

    will deny us:  

    Revelation 3:21 

    To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne,  

    even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his  

    throne. 

  2. The reward of crowns. 

   A. These crowns will be used to glorify God. 
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    Revelation 4:10, 11 

     The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the  

    throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast  

    their crowns before the throne, saying,  

     Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power:  

    for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and  

    were created.  

   B. These crowns are to be guarded because men can be disqualified  

    from gaining them.  Not only can men fail to receive rewards, but  

    apparently rewards can be forfeited.  

    Revelation 3:11 

    Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no  

    man take thy crown.  

    I Corinthians 9:27 

    But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by  

     means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a  

    castaway.  

    I Corinthians 3:15 

    If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he  

    himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.  

    II John 8 

    Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have  

    wrought, but that we receive a full reward. 

  3. Eternal differences in heaven. 

   A. Not all believers will hear, "Well done, good and faithful servant." 

    Matthew 25:23 

    His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou  

    hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over  

    many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.  

   B. Not all believers will have treasure in heaven. 

    Matthew 6:19-21 

     And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world,  

    and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds  

    were evil.  

     For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to  

    the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  

    But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be  

    made manifest, that they are wrought in God.  

   C. There will be different levels of rewards in heaven. 

    I Corinthians 3:12-15 

     Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious  

    stones, wood, hay, stubble;  

     Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare 

    it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every  

    man's work of what sort it is.  
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     If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall  

    receive a reward.  

    If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he  

    himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

   D. Scripture states that there is eternal reward in eternity according to  

    what is done in time and there will be differences. 

    Proverbs 24:11, 12 

     If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and  

    those that are ready to be slain;  

    If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth  

    the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, doth not he  

    know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his  

    works? 

    Matthew 19:27-29 

     Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken  

    all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?  

     And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which  

    have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall  

    sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,  

    judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  

    And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,  

    or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's  

    sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting  

    life. 

   E. There will also be differences in hell for the condemned. 

    Matthew 11:20-24 

     Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty  

    works were done, because they repented not:  

     Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the  

    mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and  

    Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.  

     But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at 

    the day of judgment, than for you.  

     And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be  

    brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been  

    done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained  

    until this day.  

    But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of  

    Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee. 

  4. Salvation and rewards. 

   A. Man's presence in heaven is not a reward for human works, but a  

    gift of given by God. 

    Romans 6:23 

    For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life  

    through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

    Titus 3:5 
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    Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according  

    to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and  

    renewing of the Holy Ghost; 

   B. Works are commanded and not optional. 

    Ephesians 2:8-10 

     For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of   

    yourselves: it is the gift of God:  

     Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

     For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good  

    works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in  

    them. 

   C. Good works are only possible by the grace of God. 

    I Corinthians 15:10 

    But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was  

    bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more   

    abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was 

    with me. 

   D. The Christian's works will be evaluated by the Master who will  

    reward according to those works.  Our actions in life do have  

    eternal consequences. 

    Revelation 20:12 

    And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the  

    books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the  

    book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which  

    were written in the books, according to their works. 

    Revelation 22:12 

     And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give  

    every man according as his work shall be. 

   IMPORTANT NOTE:  Christians cannot go to hell or suffer the   

   punishment of sin; Jesus paid the eternal price for all of our sins once and  

   for all. 

   Hebrews 10:12-18 

    But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down  

   on the right hand of God;  

    From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool.  

    For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.  

     This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the  

   Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write  

   them;  

    And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.  

   Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin. 

   Romans 8:31-39 

     What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be  

   against us?  

    He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall  

   he not with him also freely give us all things?  
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    Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that  

   justifieth.  

    Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen  

   again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession  

   for us.  

    Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or  

   distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

    As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are   

   accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  

    Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that  

   loved us.  

    For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor   

   principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  

   Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us  

   from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

   John 5:24 

   Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on  

   him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into   

   condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 

   Romans 8:1 

   There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ  

   Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

 

 

 IV. The Steward's Motivation 

  "I'm saved and I know I'm going to heaven, why should I work?" 

  There are eternal rewards for obedience. 

  1. Examples of motivated men: 

   A. Moses was a motivated man. 

    Hebrews 11:26, 27 

     Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures  

    in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.  

    By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he  

    endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 

   B. Paul was a motivated man. 

    I Corinthians 9:24, 25 

     Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one   

    receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.  

    And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all  

    things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an  

    incorruptible. 

    II Corinthians 4:16-18 

     For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish,  

    yet the inward man is renewed day by day.  

     For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us  

    a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;  



8 
 

     While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things  

    which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal;  

    but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

    II Corinthians 5:9, 10 

     Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be  

    accepted of him.  

    For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that  

    every one may receive the things done in his body, according to  

    that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

    Paul encouraged all believers to be motivated. 

    Galatians 6:9, 10 

       And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall  

    reap, if we faint not.  

    As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,  

    especially unto them who are of the household of faith.    

   C. The Bible speaks of Christ's motivation. 

    Hebrews 12:2 

    Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for  

    the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the  

    shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

    Philippians 2:7-11 

     But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of  

    a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  

     And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and  

    became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.  

     Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a  

    name which is above every name:  

     That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in  

    heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;  

     And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to  

    the glory of God the Father.  

  2. The prospect of rewards is a proper motivaton. 

   Matthew 6:19-21 

    Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth  

   corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  

    But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

   doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  

   For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.  

  3. Some consequences of good works are short-term, or temporal: 

   Proverbs 3:9, 10 

    Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine  

   increase:  

   So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out  

   with new wine.  

   Malachi 3:10-12 



9 
 

    Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine  

   house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not  

   open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there  

   shall not be room enough to receive it.  

    And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the 

   fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time  

   in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.  

   And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land,  

   saith the LORD of hosts.  

  4. More importantly, some consequences of good works are long-term and  

   eternal: 

   Luke 12:32, 33 

    Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the  

   kingdom.  

   Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which wax not  

   old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief approacheth, 

   neither moth corrupteth. 

   Matthew 6:20 

   But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

   doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: 

  5. Some consequences are both temporal and eternal; 

   Mark 10:29, 30 

      And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that  

   hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or  

   children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's,  

   But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and   

   brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with   

   persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 

  6. Other motivators (besides rewards) encourage good works: 

   A. Gratitude toward God: 

    Hebrews 12:28 

    Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us  

    have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence  

    and godly fear: 

   B. Ambition "to be pleasing to Him": 

    II Corinthians 5:9 

    Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be  

    accepted of him. 

   C. Love to the Father and our Redeemer: 

    Deuteronomy 7:9 

    Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful  

    God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him  

    and keep his commandments to a thousand generations; 

   D. Fear of our Creator and Judge: 

    Genesis 2:17 
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    But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not  

    eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely  

    die. 
    Deuteronomy 28:58-67 
    Hebrews 10:30, 31 
     For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I  

    will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge  

    his people.  

    It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

   E. These are complimentary motives (fear and love) and are in  

    ultimate harmony.  If something is good for God (to his glory), it is 

    good tor others,a nd good for me.  Sometimes it does not   

    immediately appear that way, but it is so!  The Master and the  

    steward are both pleased and blessed when the steward does well. 

   F. God has devised this system from the beginning:  obedience is  

    rewarded and disobedience is punished.  It is smart to obey and  

    stupid to disobey.   This is according to God's eternal judgment. 

   

 

 V. God Hard-Wired Into Man Desires For Pleasure, Possessions, And Power. 

  Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan with those things BEFORE they had sinful  

  natures.  Certainly, Satan and sin pervert these desires.  If man did not have these  

  desires he would not be able to enjoy the good things of God, even heaven itself.   

  God give man these desires and purposes, through His Beloved Son, to fulfill  

  them to the uttermost. 

  1. In this temporal age man is to hunger and thirst (greatly desire) these  

   things:   .   

    Matthew 5:6 

   Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they  

   shall be filled. 

   The greater the Christian hungers and thirsts temporally, the greater will  

   be his joy in eternity. 

  2. God promised pleasures in his kingdom: 

   Psalm 16:11 

   Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy  

   right hand there are pleasures for evermore.  

  3. God has promised possessions in his kingdom: 

   Matthew 6:19-21 

    Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth  

   corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:  

    But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

   doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  

   For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also 

   Matthew 19:16-22, 27-30 

  4. God has promised power in his kingdom--power to glorify the King: 

   Luke 12:42-44 
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    And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his  

   lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of  

   meat in due season?  

    Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so  

   doing.  

   Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath. 

   Luke 19:15-19 

    And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the  

   kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, to  

   whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man  

   had gained by trading.  

    Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.  

     And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been  

   faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities.  

    And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.  

   And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 

 

 

 VI. Gaining Eternal Pleasure, Possessions, and Power. 

  1. Satan tempts men to strive for these things in the present, temporal, sinful  

   world.  This is contrary to God's instruction (the good God who loves man 

   supremely).  Man cannot enjoy heavenly pleasures, possessions, and  

   power with his sinful flesh. 

  2. The disciplines of fasting, giving, and prayer (Matthew 6:1-18) dictate that 

   men deny themselves these things now: 

   A. Fasting is denying one's self the pleasure of eating to gain pleasure  

    with God; 

   B. Giving is denying one's self possessions to gain eternal power from 

    God; 

   C. Prayer is denying one's own power, or will, surrendering it to God,  

    to gain eternal power from God. 

  3. By DELAYED GRATIFICATION the Believer forgoes pleasure,   

   possession, and power temporarily to gain them eternally.  This purposeful 

   self-denial is for God's glory and man's own good.  It is, of course, BY  

   FAITH, trusting in things that cannot be seen. 

   Hebrews 11:8-16 

    By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he  

   should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not  

   knowing whither he went.  

    By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country,  

   dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the  

   same promise:  

    For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker 

   is God.  
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    Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and  

   was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him  

   faithful who had promised.  

    Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as  

   the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore  

   innumerable.  

    These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen  

   them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and  

   confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  

    For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.  

     And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they  

   came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.  

   But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God  

   is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a  

   city.  

 

 

VII. Preparing For Heaven. 

 The things that Believers lay up in heaven will enrich them by enabling them to better 

 worship and glorify God eternally.  While carnal man cannot comprehend heaven, 

 scripture reveals aspects of it:  1.  Jesus is the center-piece, the glory and the light of 

 heaven;  2.  God has glorious place prepared for Believers;  3.  Saints, in heaven, will 

 sing a new song;  4.  Heaven will be a glorious, eternal rest, with the hunger and thirst for 

 righteousness being totally satiated.   

 To prepare for heaven Believers should lay up treasures there to be more able to eternally 

 glorify God.  

 1. Jesus is the center-piece, the glory and the light of heaven.  His presence is the  

  essence of heaven.  No Believer will hear "depart form me."  Get to know Jesus  

  better.  

  A. Scripture and the Holy Spirit reveal Jesus.  The Bible from beginning to  

   end tells us about Jesus--read it, devour it, and learn more about Jesus. The 

   better He is known the more precious He will become and the better  

   heaven will be!  Truly, to know Him is to love Him!  Learn more about  

   Him and what He has done.   

  B. Greater belief in Jesus implies greater work here, and greater reward in  

   heaven.  "Lord, increase our faith."  "The just shall live by faith." 

      John 14:9-21 

    Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou  

   not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how 

   sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?  

    Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the  

   words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that  

   dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  

    Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe  

   me for the very works' sake.  
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    Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do  

   shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go  

   unto my Father.  

    And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father  

   may be glorified in the Son.  

    If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.  

    If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

    And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that  

   he may abide with you for ever;     

    Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth  

   him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with  

   you, and shall be in you.  

    I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.  

    Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because  

   I live, ye shall live also.  

    At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in  

   you.  

   He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: 

   and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 

   will manifest myself to him. 

  C. If "we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together."  Don't be  

   afraid of or avoid suffering with Jesus. 

   Romans 8:16-23 

    The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of  

   God:  

    And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so  

   be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  

    For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be  

   compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  

    For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation  

   of the sons of God.  

    For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason  

   of him who hath subjected the same in hope,  

    Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of  

   corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  

    For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain  

   together until now.  

   And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the  

   Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, 

   to wit, the redemption of our body.  

  D. Tell others about Jesus.  That's what He would do.  That's why He left us  

   here, to go into all the world and preach the Gospel.  More people being  

   saved will make heaven sweeter.  Lay up for yourselves. 

  E. Love  the brethren, like Jesus loves us.  

   John 13:34, 35 
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    A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have  

   loved you, that ye also love one another.  

   By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to  

   another.  

  F. Follow Jesus example and love lost souls.   

   I Corinthians 13:13 

   And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these  

   is charity. 

 2. God has a glorious place prepared for His children.  Learn about heaven. 

  A. Read about heaven; and, Believers can from time to time, get a glimpse of  

   their heavenly home. 

   I Corinthians 2:9-13 

    But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered  

   into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that  

   love him.  

    But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth  

   all things, yea, the deep things of God.  

    For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which  

   is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of  

   God.  

    Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of 

   God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  

   Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom   

   teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things  

   with spiritual. 

  B. Believers should anticipate going to heaven and diligently watch for Jesus  

   to come get them and take them there. 

   Luke 12:37 

   Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find  

   watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make them  

   to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 

  C. Frequent heavenly places, be with other citizens of heaven.  Believers  

   have more in common with other Believers than any other people.  They  

   can talk about home. 

 3. Saints in heaven will sing a new song, implying that Believers will worship God  

  in a way that can't be accomplished in the here and now.   

  A.   All Believers will glorify God in heaven--typified by singing.  Better  

   singers will be able to glorify God better.  Practice singing now (heart  

   singing). 

  B. Man's purpose is to glorify God--Believers will perfectly desire to do so in 

    heaven--they should learn to sing here to prepare for heaven.  

  C. A good singer loves to sing for the Lord; they often travel far and wide to  

   sing and hear other singers.  Believers are going to an eternal   

   praise/worship/song festival. 
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  D. David's harp sounded much different than our Southern Gospel music-- 

   but, we'll all sing the same song in heaven.  That song (praise) all   

   Believers have in common. 

 4. Work diligently and strive for the righteousness of God. 

  Matthew 5:6 

  Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be  

  filled.  

  A. Rest is sweet to the laborer.  The Believer who works hard in the Master's  

   vineyard will find heaven sweeter. 

  B. Water tastes best to the thirsty soul.  If the believer thirsts his entire life for 

   righteousness, he will enjoy more the righteousness of heaven.  Surely the  

   Apostle Paul today enjoys righteousness in heaven. 

   Romans 7:14-25 

      For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  

    For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I  

   hate, that do I.  

    If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.  

    Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.  

    For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to  

   will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  

    For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I  

   do.  

    Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth  

   in me.  

    I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  

    For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  

    But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my  

   mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my  

   members.  

    O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this  

   death?  

   I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I  

   myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.  

  C. Food tastes best to the hungry man.  Heaven will be best for them that now 

   hunger for the righteousness of God. 

  D. For those who have tasted of the good things of God, nothing of this world 

   will satisfy. 

 

 

Conclusion 

Believers are going to heaven!  But, God who hard-wired us to desire pleasure, possessions, and 

power wishes to fulfill those to the uttermost.  The good works that believers do, by the grace of  

God during their short span of life, have profound, glorious, eternal consequences. 

LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES IN HEAVEN! 
 

 


