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Solomon, the son of David, the third and last, king of the United Kingdom of Israel, is the writer 

of this book. (SOS 1:1) Solomon was a famous song writer; “He spake three thousands 

proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five.” (1 Kings 4:32) This book is said to be 

“The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s”.  By the term “Song of Songs” I understand this to 

be, the best and greatest, of all the songs which he composed. It could have been listed as the 

#1 song on the Singing News charts. If, as the title suggests, this book is one song. That would 

mean this song has 117 verses. But, this book is also known as, The Book of Canticles. A 

canticle is a little song; so that would mean this book has several little songs, which is more 

likely. 

 

I will not be dogmatic in my interpretation of the book, but rather suggestive, as I discuss the 

subject of “A Garden Enclosed”. It is obvious that this is a love song about a”Bridegroom” and 

his “Espoused Bride.” The groom calls the bride “My Love” (SOS 4:1) and the bride calls the 

bridegroom, “My Beloved”. (SOS 6:3) 

 

This love song is about a “king”, espoused to a “bride”, who in his eyes, is the most beautiful of 

all women. To some people the amorous language, in the song, may be offensive, and the erotic 

descriptions of the love between the groom and his bride may be a source of embarrassment to 

the carnal mind, because, “… the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 

they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritual discerned. 

But he that is spiritual judeth all things,…” (1 Corinthians 2:14-15)  

 

This song is about the love which the groom, and his bride to be, share and experience during the 

espousal period, before the marriage,  as they anticipate their intimate wedding. There is nothing 

wrong with the inspiration of this book, and it was indeed divinely inspired; if there is a 

problem with understanding, it must be with interpretation. 

 

The book is a metaphor: a story which symbolizes something else. It is also an allegory; a story, 

poem or picture, and in this case a song, that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden meaning. In 

fact it is somewhat like a Parable, which makes divine things difficult to understand for those 

who are not interested in spiritual things, but makes truth more plain and enjoyable for those who 

are seeking truth. (See Matthew 13:13-16) 
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There Are Many Metaphors Used To Describe The Relationship Of Christ And The Church. 

 

1. The church is compared to a physical body, with many members, with Christ as the head. 

(Romans 12:4-5and Ephesians 1:22-23) 

2. The Church is described as a building, fitly framed together, and growth into a holy temple 

for a habitation of God through the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 

3. In prophesy the church kingdom is pictured as a stone, cut out of a mountain, that filled the 

whole earth. 

4. Peter presents the church as a spiritual house, made up of lively stones. (1 Peter 2:5) 

5. Jesus said the church is the salt of the earth and as a city set on a hill.  (Matthew 5:13-14) 

 

A GARDEN ENCLOSED 
In our lesson “A Garden Enclosed” represents the church. A garden is for growing flowers, fruits  

and vegetables. A garden does not exist on it’s own; it must be designed, planted, and dressed by 

it’s owner.  It exists exclusively for the pleasure of the bridegroom and his espoused bride. It is 

the place where they meet and maintain their courtship. (Ephesians 1:3-6 and Revelations 4:11)  

 

The church is a “Garden Enclosed”, because Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world…” 

(John 18:36) Further more, Jesus stated in his prayer for the Church, “I have given them thy 

word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the 

world.” (John 17:14) 

 

The church is  a garden, (with an exclusive membership) planted by the Lord. (Isaiah 61:1-3) 

And Jesus said, “Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.” 
(Matthew 15:13) The garden is enclosed, and the planting is done according to the will of the 

owner:  repentance toward God and Faith in Jesus, for salvation, after which the believer, by the 

authority of the church, is initiated into her fellowship by baptism. (Acts 2:41-47)  

 

In the Song of Solomon,  Chapter 3, verse 11, The daughters of Zion are invited to “behold King 

Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother crowned him in the day of his espousal, and in 

the day of the gladness of his heart”. This no doubt has reference to Jesus Christ, “THE KING 

OF KINGS” who is the greater Solomon, who “…Loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word. that he might 

present it unto himself a glorious church, not having spot nor wrinkle, or any such thing; but 

that it should be holy and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5;25-28)  

 

The church is always referred to in the feminine gender, so a number of times in the Song Of 

Solomon, the bridegroom calls his bride “My sister, my spouse”. One time, because of a 

famine,  Abram went down into Egypt to dwell, there he introduced Sarai as his sister, and the 

King of Egypt understood him to be saying, she is not my wife. (See Genesis 12:10-20)  
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The bridegroom, representing Jesus, calls the bride, first, his sister, and after the espousal, his 

spouse;  AND HEREIN IS THE ENCLOSURE: There must first be a personal relationship 

through the “new  birth”, and being born of God we become children of God and that makes us 

siblings of Jesus Christ. “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, For as 

many of you as have been baptized into Christ, (The Mystical Body of Christ, which is his 

church) have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond of free, there 

is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ.”  (Galatians  3:26-28) 

 

The scripture tells us, “For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one, 

for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.  (siblings) Saying, I will declare thy 

name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praises unto thee.”  
(Hebrews 2:11-12) 

 

Upon meeting the requirements for church membership, siblings come under the engagement 

covenant that designates the church as the bride. (spouse)  In prophecy, with regard to the 

church, Isaiah said, “For Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 

not rest until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a 

lamp that burneth. And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all the kings thy glory: 

and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou shalt 

also be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. 

Thou shalt no more be termed forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed desolate: 

but thou shalt be called Heph zi bah, and thy land Beulah: (Married) for the Lord delighteth in 

thee and thy land shall be married. For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons 

marry thee: and as thee bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over 

thee.” (Isaiah 62:1-5) 

 

This garden is the place where the groom meets with his bride during the espousal period and 

courtship; a very special and favorite place, where the groom showers his future bride with 

affection, and the bride expresses her love to him.  I said, it is a place, it is an assembly of 

baptized believers, who Jesus promised, “…where two to three are gathered together in my 

name, there am I in the midst of them”. (Matthew 18:20) 

 

THE FEATURES OF THIS GARDEN 
A SPRING SHUT UP AND A FOUNTAIN SEALED - This Garden is not only enclosed, it 

has a spring in it, a fountain sealed. That reminds us of the words of Jesus, to that woman at 

Jacobs well, “…whosoever drinketh of this water, shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of 

the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in 

him a well of living water springing up into everlasting life.” (John 3:14) 

 

“Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust him and not be afraid: For the Lord Jehovah is my 

strength and my song; he also is become my salvation. Therefore with joy shall ye draw water 

out of the well of Salvation.” (Isaiah 12:2-3)   
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This “artesian” well, the fountain of living, life giving water, is in the that garden; and Jesus  is 

the spring.  He said, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink,” (John 7:37) This 

fountain is sealed, and will never become contaminated. 

 

THE GARDEN IS FAIR AND PLEASANT - The bridegroom exclaims, “How fair and how 

pleasant art thou, O love, for delights.” (SOS 7:6) He says to the bride, “Thou hast ravished 

my heart, my sister, my spouse…” Literally, thou hast filled me with delight; intense pleasure 

and joy. (See SOS 4:9-11) “How fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse! (see SOS 4:9-11) 

 

THIS IS A FRUITFUL GARDEN  -  The Beloved compliments his garden, “Thy plants, 

(beautiful flowers and fruit bearing trees) are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; 

camphire, with spikenard, Spiknard and saffron; calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of 

frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices.” (SOS 4:13-14) 

 

The Bridegroom said, “I went down into the garden of nuts (fruits)  to see the fruits of the 

valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates budded. 

 

I said earlier the Garden is exclusively for the pleasure of the Groom and his Bride. Listen as  he 

tells about the delights of their meeting in the garden: I am come into my garden, my sister, my 

spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spices;I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; 

I have drunk my wine with my milk;” (then he invites her to) “eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink 

abundantly, O beloved.” (SOS 5:1) 

 

The Bride’s thoughts concerning the Groom: He is “ …the chiefest among ten thousand.” (SOS 

5:10)  She said, “His mouth is most sweet; yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, this 

is my friend….”  (SOS 5:16) 

IN CLOSING 

Does the bridegroom visit the garden where he plant you? Does he see trees that are producing 

the fruits of the Spirit? Do we fill him with delights when he comes to visit? Are we anxiously 

desiring his presence now, and anticipating the marriage? (Revelations 19:1-9) 

 

The “Lily of the Valley”, is a  great song, written by William C. Fry, in 1881; It says, “I have 

found a friend in Jesus, he’s everything to me, He’s the fairest of ten thousands to my soul; The 

Lily of the valley, in him alone I see all I need to cleanse and make me fully whole. In sorrow 

he’s my comfort, in trouble he’s my stay, he tells me every care on him to roll, He’s the Lily of 

the Valley, the bright and morning star, He’s the fairest of ten thousands to my soul.” 

 

In 1912, C. Austin Miles wrote a song about this “Garden Enclosed” and describes the 

relationship, like this, “And he walks with me, and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his 

own; and the joys we share, as we tarry there, none other has ever known”.  “I am my 

beloved’s, and my beloved is mine…..” (SOS 6:3)    Our personal relationship with Jesus is 

wonderful. 
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