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I would like to start this lesson by asking you to notice this one thing. Paul did not

only express a desire that his ministry would not be blamed, but the ministry as a whole.

As God;s ministers, we need to be very cautious in what we do, or don't do, to protect

not only the integrity of our own ministry, but also the integrity of the ministry of others.

In order to avoid being unrealistic in presenting this lesson, let me just remind all of us

of something we alreadyknow about ourselves. None of us are perfect men or perfect

ministers, we all have flaws. Because of this,I suppose with our very best effort, there

will always be some who will find something to hold against us, or something negative to

say about us.

PEOPLE IITTD THINGS TO SAY ABOUT JESUS' AND HE WAS PERFECT!

Remember*t,atthe@esus,thatwefindrecordedin1$Peter2:
23: Wo, when He wai reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not;

but committed Himself ta Him that ludgeth righteously-

you may encounter those who just don't seem to care for you, and will even mistreat

you. However, do not be that way towards them, or the ministry will be blamed- Paul

wrote this to Timothy: Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil: the Lord reward him

according to his works: Of whom be thou ware also; for he hath greatly withstood our

words. (2d Timothy 4: 14-15) Paul was content to just let the Lord deal with this man.

We should be also.

We should give great consideration to what Paul said to those Jews in Romans 2- 21-

24: Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? Thou that preachest

a man should not steal, dost thou steal?

Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? Thou

that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?

Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?

Let me share with you a statement I read. The greatest obstructers of the success of

the word are those whose bad lives contradict their good doctrine, who in the pulpit
preach so well that it is a pity they should ever come out, and out of the pulpit live so

ill that it is a pity they should ever come in!

l't Corinthiansg:27. But I keep under my body, und bring it into subiection: lest that

by any meang when I huve preached to others, I myself should be fr castawily.



There are many situations in life, when someone of a certain profession becomes

guilty of bad behavior; it creates in the minds of people the idea that this is true of

Iu"ryor. else in the same profession. Now you may think, well that isn't right. But it's

not as much a question of should it be that way, as it is a fact, it is that way. That's what

people do.

In Joshua 7, after God had given Israel victory over the city of Jericho, one man,

Achan, did what God had told them not to do. God had told them that city and that which

was in the city would be accursed. They were instructed to keep themselves from those

accursed things, or they would make themselves accursed. Achan took some of the spoils

and hid them in the ground under his tent, and they all suffered because of what one man

had done.

In l't Corinthians 5:6, Paul said, A little leaven leavens the whole lump. Among the

people who make up the rnembership of a church, one person doing things that are

,rrrgoaty, can cast u shrdo* over the whole church. We all know this is true' Just let one

p.iror *ho is a member of your church get caught living a sinful life, and those on the

outside who are acquainted with that person will say, Well, I wonder what kind of church

they go to. Don't think for a minute that people don't do the same with ministers.

The call to the ministry is about more than being called to preach serrnons. It is a call

to a lifestyle. We are to strive to live a life of moral excellence before people' To be an

example io people. That was Paul's instruction to Timothy. l't Timothy 4:12: Let no man

despise tlry youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in

charifii, in spirit, infaith, inpurity.

The Apostle Paul rebuked the Apostle Peter for setting abad example.(Galatians 2: 1l-
14) But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to

he blamed.
For befare that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles; but when they

were come, he withdrew and sepatated himself, fearing them which were of the

circumcision.
And the other Jews tlissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was

carried away with their dissimulation.
But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I

said unto Peter before them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the monner of Gentiles,

and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?

If any of us is doing anything to cause the ministry to be blamed, it would do us well to

love the Lord, love His cause, and love each other enough to properly reprove one

another. We are a brotherhood. But again do it the right way. Paul confronted Peter face

to face; he didn't go tell the world about it.



Ephesians 5: 1-4: Be ye thereforefollowers of God, as dear children;

ind watk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an

offertng and a sacrifice to Godfor a sweet smelling savour'

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or coyeteousness, let it not be once named among

you as becometh saints;
Neither filthiness, nor.foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: hut rather

giving af thanks.

Because things have happened, doesn't mean they should have happened' Two wrongs

never make a right. we should never try to justifu our own evil deeds, because others

have done wrong too. We can say, the Bible tells us that David was a man after God's

own heart, and look at the sins he committed. The truth is David should have never been

guilty of those sins. Nathan the Prophet told David that what he had done had given great

occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme! (2"d Samuel12.14)

We can say, well, after all, preachers are just men. But were not just men' We are men

the Lord has called and entrusted with His gospel.

I am not trying to teach a IIOLIER THAN THOU lesson here. I am trying to tell the

truth. Just as paul told the church at Ephesus of those evil things that should never once

be named among the saints, even though we are not perfect, there are certainly things that

should never be said about one ofGod's preachers.

Drunkenness, drug abuse, thievery, fornication, a sexual affair with another man's

wife, preaching against sin to others, only to go out and lead a sinful life yourself, to

name-but a few, should never once be named among God's ministers, and, these things

never do anything but bring great shame and blame upon our profession.

We are all going to have something from time to time that we need to repent of,

maybe even just a thought that you shouldn't have had. However, any minister who can't

refrain from immoral behavior, andtry to live as a minister should live, should not

continue in the ministry. To just come clean, and say, I am not living right, I am

dishonoring God, I am bringing shame upon the ministry, and I am not going to continue

in the ministry until I can get right with God, and get my life straight, is far more

honorable than trying to live a double life.

Listen, honoring God, and honoring the high calling of God upon our lives, or

dishonoring God, and bringing reproach against Him, and against the ministry, will be a

matter of choice. God forbid, but if you make shipwreck of your ministry with bad

behavior, and by doing so make it hard for other preachers, don't blame it on Adam,

don't blame it on your church, don't blame it on your family, and don't blame it on other

preachers. Just go look in the mirror, and you will see the one that's responsible.


