
Old Union Minsters’ School March 25, 26, & 27 2015 

Subject: Draw Strength Brethren  

By: Elder Jeffrey K. Elliott 

PRAYER 

Most Gracious Lord, Thou didst truly say, "Without Me ye can do nothing.'" We know that this is so 
by our past failures, when we have wrought in our own strength. Help us to use the little faith we have 
that it may become the channel for Thy wondrous & awesome power. AMEN. 

 

 First of all I would like to thank the committee of the Old Union Minsters’ School for selecting me as a 

presenter at this year’s school. I do not feel I am the best pick to do this job before my brethren. There 

are far too many, better qualified brethren to do so. But I will endeavor to do my best with the help of 

an Almighty Sovereign God to present to you my thoughts on the subject of “Draw Strength 

Brethren”!  

As I stand before you, I believe a lot of us have been through much this past year. Many of you carry 

battle scars, put there by a mighty foe! Some may be seen but most are internal ones. It is my belief 

that Satan wants to destroy the brotherhood of preachers in any way he can! From the very beginning 

of time Satan has wanted to bring down God’s beloved creation, humanity. 

Gen 3:1  Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  

Gen 3:2  And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:  
Gen 3:3  But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of 

it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  
Gen 3:4  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:  
Gen 3:5  For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 

be as gods, knowing good and evil.  
Gen 3:6  And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the 

eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave 
also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.  

Gen 3:7  And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed 
fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.  

 

Brethren, Satan is still lying and making plans to bring down God’s people. I believe he is trying even 

harder to take out the preachers. There is no better plan to take down the people of God than to take 

out the leaders of the organization He put into the world; the Church of The True and Living God. If 

Satan can break our spirits and make us loose our passion for the lost, he has won a great battle.  

Satan is malevolent, malicious, hostile, venomous and very vengeful to God’s people, but he cannot 

win the Victory!    

Scripture teaches us to prepare for him: 

Eph 6:10  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  
Eph 6:11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  
Eph 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  



Eph 6:13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to stand.  

Eph 6:14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness;  

Eph 6:15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  
Eph 6:16  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 

the wicked.  
Eph 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  
Eph 6:18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 

perseverance and supplication for all saints;  
Eph 6:19  And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make 

known the mystery of the gospel,  
Eph 6:20  For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.  
  

It is my goal today to follow God and to try in my weak way to strengthen the Brotherhood of 

preachers! In the past year and a half, I have been in a battle with this great power. He would have 

overwhelmed my soul and I would have given up if it had not been for my wonderful Bright and 

Morning Star, Captain of Our Salvation, Chosen of God, Bridegroom, Alpha and Omega, Advocate, 

Deliverer, Faithful and True, Jehovah, Great Shepherd, Holy One of Israel, Ancient of Days, and the 

prayers of my preacher brothers, I would have given in and given up on the battle that we fight as 

preachers and as God’s chosen people! 

 

We will not be the first, nor the last to want to give up this great battle that we fight. (Taking the 

gospel to a lost and dying world.) Never forget our battle cry and command! 
 
Mat 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  
Mat 28:20  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 

you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  
 
I want to encourage you, Brethren, DO NOT lay down your arms, DO NOT lay down your weapons, DO 

NOT lay down your faith, DO NOT QUIT! As David said so long ago “Is there not a cause?” The 
cause is just as real today as it was then. Maybe even more now, because we are closer to the end 
of time! 

 
1Sa 17:29  And David said, What have I now done? Is there not a cause?  
 
Peter wrote many years ago: 
2Pe 3:1  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by 

way of remembrance:  
2Pe 3:2  That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of 

the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:  
2Pe 3:3  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,  
2Pe 3:4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.  
2Pe 3:5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the 

earth standing out of the water and in the water:  



2Pe 3:6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:  
2Pe 3:7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved 

unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.  
2Pe 3:8  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 

years, and a thousand years as one day.  
2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 

to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  
2Pe 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 

away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works 
that are therein shall be burned up.  

2Pe 3:11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in 
all holy conversation and godliness,  

2Pe 3:12  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  

2Pe 3:13  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.  

2Pe 3:14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of 
him in peace, without spot, and blameless.  

 
Heb 10:22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 

an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.  
Heb 10:23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that 

promised;)  
Heb 10:24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  

 

So Brethren, I say again, you will not be the first nor the last to want to give up this great battle 

that we fight. But DO NOT, DO NOT DO IT! Lost humanity needs our service in the cause of the 

Lord! 

 
Rom 10:14  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe 

in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?  
Rom 10:15  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet 

of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  

 

In the book of 1Kings, chapters 18 &19, we can find the account of Elijah and his battle with 

Jezebel and the people of God, as well as the outcome of it. 

 

Elijah’s challenge: 
1Ki 18:17  And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that 

troubleth Israel?  
1Ki 18:18  And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have 

forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim.  
1Ki 18:19  Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal 

four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.  
1Ki 18:20  So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount 

Carmel.  



1Ki 18:21  And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the 
LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.  

1Ki 18:22  Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's 
prophets are four hundred and fifty men.  

1Ki 18:23  Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and 
cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it 
on wood, and put no fire under:  

1Ki 18:24  And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God 
that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.  

 
 
Elijah’s prayer  (Only 63 words long) 
 
1Ki 18:36  And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet 

came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou 
art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.  

1Ki 18:37  Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that 
thou hast turned their heart back again.  

1Ki 18:38  Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.  

1Ki 18:39  And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the 
God; the LORD, he is the God.  

1Ki 18:40  And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they 
took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.  

 
Great things were done by God through one of His prophets, although the outcome was not one 

which, I believe, Elijah thought of as far as Jezebel was concerned. The Bible does teach us that the 
outcome is not our responsibility! 

 
Isa 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  
Isa 55:9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.  
Isa 55:10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 

watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater:  

Isa 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  

 
Jezebel came after the man of God. He went into hiding and began to doubt who and what he was- a 

man of God! God came to him in that still small voice once again and told him what he needed to 
do next and also reminded him he was not alone! 

 
1Ki 19:10  And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel 

have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 
even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.  

 

1Ki 19:18  Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, 

and every mouth which hath not kissed him. 

 



I say: “Draw Strength Brethren” 

 

 

 

Scripture says: 

 
Deu 31:6  Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it is 

that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  
 
The prophet wrote: 
Isa 43:1  But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear 

not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.  
Isa 43:2  When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall 

not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee.  

Isa 43:3  For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee.  

Isa 43:4  Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: 
therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.  

Isa 43:5  Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west;  
Isa 43:6  I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my 

daughters from the ends of the earth;  
Isa 43:7  Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed 

him; yea, I have made him.  
Isa 43:8  Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears.  
Isa 43:9  Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them 

can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be 
justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth.  

Isa 43:10  Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know 
and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall 
there be after me.  

Isa 43:11  I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.  
 
Paul wrote: 
 
1Co 16:13  Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.  
 
Eph 6:10  Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  
 

 

Just as David facing Goliath, Daniel in the lion’s den, the three Hebrew children, and Paul and Silas 

being beaten and jailed were not alone, we are not alone! Jehovah God will fight for us as well! 

 

I say: “Draw Strength Brethren” 
 



God’s plan may not seem possible sometimes or even feel like the right way to go, but God’s plans 

never fail. All we have to do is look at some of the plans God gave to his leaders in past times to 

realize God did not fail then and He will not fail now.   

 
Jdg 7:15  And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that 

he worshipped, and returned into the host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the LORD hath delivered into 
your hand the host of Midian.  

Jdg 7:16  And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, and he put a trumpet in every 
man's hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the pitchers.  

Jdg 7:17  And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, behold, when I come to the outside 
of the camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do.  

Jdg 7:18  When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on 
every side of all the camp, and say, The sword of the LORD, and of Gideon.  

Jdg 7:19  So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in 
the beginning of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew the 
trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands.  

Jdg 7:20  And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in 
their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The sword of 
the LORD, and of Gideon.  

Jdg 7:21  And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: and all the host ran, and cried, 
and fled.  

Jdg 7:22  And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and the LORD set every man's sword against his 
fellow, even throughout all the host: and the host fled to Bethshittah in Zererath, and to the border 
of Abelmeholah, unto Tabbath.  

 
2Ch 20:15  And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king 

Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great 
multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God's.  

2Ch 20:16  To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall 
find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.  

2Ch 20:17  Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of 
the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against 
them: for the LORD will be with you.  

2Ch 20:18  And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD.  

2Ch 20:19  And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood 
up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high.  

2Ch 20:20  And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they 
went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe 
in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.  

2Ch 20:21  And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that 
should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD; 
for his mercy endureth for ever.  

2Ch 20:22  And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children 
of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.  

 

These battle plans would not appear to be the best to win a battle, but these plans were of God 

and could not fail. 



 
Isa 55:8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  
Isa 55:9  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.  
Isa 55:10  For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but 

watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater:  

Isa 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  

 

So I say: “Draw Strength Brethren” 
 

Finally brethren let me close with Apostle Paul’s advice to Timothy:  

 

2Ti 2:1  Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.  
2Ti 2:2  And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 

faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.  
2Ti 2:3  Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 
So one more time I say “Draw Strength Brethren” 

 

 

PRAYER 

O Lord, I give myself to Thee. I am born to serve Thee, to be Thine, to be Thy 
instrument. I ask not to see--I ask not to know--I ask simply to be used. AMEN. 

 


