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Scripture Reading I Peter 6:5-8

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. 
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking  
whom he may devour: 

Introduction

Satan is mentioned throughout the Bible.  Scripture teaches us about the Adversary's character, 
purposes, the nature of his temptations, his certain end, and the Christian's provisions against 
him.  

Ignorance of the nature and schemes of the adversary makes the servant of God more vulnerable 
to Satan's attacks.   The reality of Satan's being cannot be dismissed.  Some men think of the 
Satan as the "keeper of hell," or something that is obvious and easily recognized--an ugly being 
with horns and a tail who pitchforks people into hell.  He often portrays himself as very lovely, 
handsome, sophisticated, desirable, and apparently good.  The truth of the Word will reveal Satan 
and his designs to deceive and defeat.

The devil is a real being created by God as an angel with the associated powers who has fallen 
from his original lofty estate.  The lake of fire was created by God for the devil and his demons 
(other fallen angels).  Satan does not have the custody of hell--it will be his eternal prison.   Hell 
will always be under the authority and power of the Creator.  God will also condemn men that 
are the followers Satan to the lake of fire. But, God desires that no man be so condemned, and 
has through His own Son, made provision for men to escape the wages of sin.  Men will perish 
eternally only if they reject God's plan of grace.  Not believing in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ condemns men to join the devil and his angels in eternal destruction.  And, Satan and his 
kingdom is always about the business of discrediting God using a  myriad of devices.  

It is necessary to know one's enemy to be prepared to meet and defeat his attacks.  The Apostle 
wrote:  (II Corinthians 2:11) Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of  
his devices; and, (II Corinthians 11:3) But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve  
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

The Nature of Satan

Satan is a created being.  Nothing is self-existent except God Himself.  Everything else is less 
than the Creator.  Satan is a spiritual being, created as an angel.
Angels were created to be intelligent ministering (working) spirits who are messengers or agents 
(agents act for and by the authority of another) (Psalm 104:4; II Samuel 14:20).  They were 
created holy (pure) but with free will.  They do not have  gender, reproduce, or die.  They cannot 
be numbered by men.  Their intended work includes: to warn, herald, avenge/destroy, intervene, 
minister (provide), guard and protect, escort/carry redeemed souls to heaven.  They are not dead 
humans.  They are ordinarily invisible, but may be given power by God to take a material form. 
When they are visible they do not wear wings and halos.
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Ephesians 6:12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against  
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high  
places.
Satan has definite limitations.  While Satan is extremely powerful, he is not omnipotent, 
omniscient, or omnipresent.  He is, however, chief of a great host of demons and of the kingdom 
of this world.  Even Michael the archangel showed respect for Satan's power (Jude 9)  Yet  
Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses,  
durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.  
The person of Satan cannot tempt all of us,  He can effectively do great eternal harm through his 
world system and his host of demons.  There are instances referred to in scripture that refer to the 
person of Satan: e.g., 1.  When the sons of God presented themselves before the Lord (Job 1:6); 
2.  In the temptation of Christ (Matthew 4:10); and, 3.  At the entrance into Judas (Luke22:3). 
Scripture assures us that Satan is limited:  1.  I John 4:4  Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world;  2.  Satan could 
do nothing against Job that was not specifically allowed by God;  3.  Satan can be resisted and 
made to flee (James 4:7), but only by strength from God through Christ (Ephesians 6:10-18).  

The Descriptive Names and Titles of Satan

1. Satan (Job 1:6-9; Matthew 4:10)
He is the "adversary" of God, of believers (of all men), and of all that is right and 
good.  He will, however, appear as an angel of light promising whatever is supposed to 

be good-- but only to accomplish his evil end.
2. The Devil (Matthew 4:1, 5, 9; Ephesians 4:27; Revelation 12:9; 20:2)

He is the "slanderer, defamer" of God and believers.  Satan was indicted, found guilty, 
and sentenced to the Lake of Fire by God.  Satan responds by accusing God of being 
unfair, unjust, and unloving.

3. The Serpent (Revelation 12:9)
This name comes from Genesis 3 and refers to Satan's deception and guile.

4. Lucifer, Son of the Morning (Isaiah 13:12)
Means "the shining one."  This name can have two meanings: 1.  "to shine," or in 
some contexts it can mean;  2.  "to boast or praise."  Ironically, as the shining one he 

took his eyes off of the Lord, the source of his brilliance, became proud and boastful 
instead of full of praise to God's glory.  The name refers to the nature of the cause of his 
fall--pride.
5. The Dragon (Revelation 12:7)

This name refers to a hideous monster, a dragon, or large serpent.  It describes the cruel, 
vicious, and blood thirsty character and power of Satan.  Without the restraint of God, 
this true nature of the adversary would be evident.

6. The Prince of Ruler (John 12:31)
The literal meaning here is "the ruler of this world system."  He is head and power of 
everything in the world that is against God, His plan, and His people.

7. The God of this World 
II Corinthians 4:3, 4 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 
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In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.
Satan uses many devices to hide and obscure the Gospel.

8. The Prince of the Power  of the Air (Ephesians 2:2)
Satan is the head of the demonic hosts which work day and night filling the world with 
Satan's propaganda, deception, view point, doubts and temptations.  "Air" refers to the 
atmosphere around mankind in whom they work.  It is a spiritual atmosphere of demonic 

influence controlled by Satan.
9. Murderer

John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

10. Abaddon (Greek), Apollyon (Hebrew) (Revelation 9:11)
Means "destroyer" or "destruction."  Satan works to destroy the glory of God and God's 
purpose with man.

Some Other Characteristics of Satan

1. The Proud One (Ezekiel 28:17; I Timothy 3:6, 7)
Satan is arrogant and prideful, and the promoter of arrogance among men.

2. The Rebel and Lawless One (Isaiah 14:12-14)
Samuel rebuked the disobedient Saul; I Samuel 15:23
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being 
king.

3. A Liar and Deceiver 
He is the father of the lie.  He never stands in the truth unless it is to propagate a lie.  By 
using his demonic forces and deceived people, he promotes false doctrines in the name 
of God.

4. A Perverter and Distorter
To pervert something is to change it from its original use and purpose, to distort or twist 
from its true meaning and use.  Anything that God may give man for his protection, 
blessing and happiness, Satan seeks to pervert it to evil.  Consider:  God's plan of 
salvation, sexuality and marriage, the home, government, food, worship, etc.  It is vital 
that believers be equipped to use God's word to detect Satan's deceptions and 
perversions.

5. An Imitator (II Corinthians 11:3-15)
Satan will copy and imitate God's plan of salvation, but leaves out vital parts, to deceive 
souls.

Why Create Satan?   Why Create Man?

1. We must assume the absolute omniscience of God.  
Psalm 147:5
Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite. 
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Hebrews 4:13
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and 
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

2. God, therefore, had to know that Lucifer would become proud and aspire to be equal with 
or greater than Himself; denying any accountability to his Creator.  But, God chose to 
create Lucifer anyway.  While God certainly did not predetermine that Lucifer would fall, 
God will be greatly glorified through the eternal destruction of Satan.  There are as many 
stars in the sky during the day as there are at night.  The glory of the nocturnal celestial 
displayis enhanced by the dark skies of night.  The blackness of sin contrasts and 
emphasizes the every attribute of God.  Consider God's omnipotence, omnipresence, 
omniscience, and especially His holiness, justice, vengeance, and goodness.

3. The immutability of God prohibited Him from "terminating" Satan after He fell.  Satan, 
and all the rest of God's created eternal beings will glorify God either by eternally 
worshiping Him in heaven or by being eternally destroyed by Him in the lake of fire.

4. God created man His in his own image and provided an environment especially suited to 
his physical needs.  God gave him one law that he could have the high privilege of 
glorifying his Creator by obedience.

5. God allowed Satan to have access to the Garden of Eden and to the man (Adam and Eve) 
that lived there.  It was NOT AN ACCIDENT but part of God's plan to be glorified by 
His creation.  

6. Without doubt, God knew that man (Adam and Eve) would sin.  God did not 
predetermine man to sin, but knew He would.

7. Like Satan man could not be "terminated," but must be held eternally accountable to God 
for his sin.  He must glorify God through his unending destruction in hell.

8. Satan failed, and Adam failed.  But before creation God did predetermine a way that God 
could be glorified, and sinful man could be "saved" from eternal destruction.  The Second 
Adam (God himself would become a man) would OBEY, even to the death on the cross.  
He, being perfect and without sin and had no need  to die, but chose to die in the place of 
condemned men--becoming the Substitute for them.  He completely satisfied the law in 
their place by suffering the penalty of the law (His own law).  He took their sin upon 
Himself and paid the penalty in full.  When men believe in Him, His righteousness is 
imputed unto them.  God is immutable.  The law of God is immutable. It cannot be 
changed or terminated.  It must be fulfilled, which Jesus did for every man.

9. So Satan will eternally glorify God by his eternal destruction in hell, and also by 
providing the black parchment upon which God's holiness and goodness can be exhibited. 

10. God has not, will not, cannot fail in His purpose of glorifying Himself through His 
creation.  The victory was won on the cross at Calvary which will soon be manifested 
before all of creation.    
Philippians 2:6-11
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: 
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 
 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every  
name: 
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 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth; 
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

11. Sinful man is called upon by God to "Repent" of his sin, and "Believe" that this Jesus is 
the Son of God and that He has died for us.  
Mark 1:15
And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 
believe the gospel. 

12. Believers are given life that they may have  opportunity to glorify God even while they 
inhabit frail fleshly bodies.  God challenges Satan, indicating that there will always be 
men that will believe Him and will remain true to Him:
Job 1:8
And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth 
evil?
I Peter 1:7
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ:

Satan' Tools

Satan uses a wide array of tools against men.  Some are external and some internal.  Being "the 
God of this World" and "the Prince of the Power of the Air," Satan marshals great forces against 
that which is good.  
As examples, two of Satan's tools will be briefly examined.

1. Pride
A. Pride is often an elusive sin.  The man who sees himself as "perfect in every way" 

probably does not recognize pride as sin.
Proverbs 6:16, 17
These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 
A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

B. Pride is universal among the human race.  The rich and the poor, the common and 
the intellectual, the young and the old all seem to be subject to pride. 

C. Even seasoned servants of God must resist pride.  After preaching, John Bunyan is 
said to have been approached by a man who told him that he had "preached an 
admirable sermon."  Bunyan replied, "you are too late!  The devil told me that 
before I got down the pulpit stairs."

D. Pride is unreasonable.  If a man has any talent, where did it come from.  Without 
the grace of God, a wonderful servant of God is just a piece of dirt.

E. Pride is always hateful to God.  God deserves all the glory.  Pride deprives God of 
what is rightfully His.  

F. The proud man does not know the truth.  If he knew the truth, he could not be 
prideful.
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G. The proud man is ill equipped to withstand the trials of Satan because he does not 
feel his dependence on God.

H. The prideful man cannot live by faith, but rather tends to depend on himself.
I. Society and, sometimes, God's children feel they are too "advanced" to continue 

to live by faith.
2. Compromise

God, being immutable, does not compromise.  Satan knows that if he can get God's 
children to compromise that their jealous God will not claim them as His. 
A.  When Moses was sent by God to Pharaoh to seek the release of the children of 

Israel, Pharaoh first was defiant;
Exodus 5:2
 "Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?  I know not the 
Lord, neither will I let Israel go."

B. Not being able to prevail, Pharaoh began to propose compromise.  
Exodus 8:25
And Pharaoh called for Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your 
God in the land.
The believer must leave Egypt to worship the Lord.

C. Pharaoh consented for them to leave but only go a little way.
Exodus 8:28
And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may sacrifice to the LORD your God 

in the wilderness; only ye shall not go very far away: intreat for me.
God's design was to raise up a nation unto Himself, not a suburb for Pharaoh.

D. Pharaoh then consented for them to go, but only the men.
Exodus 10:8-11
And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto Pharaoh: and he said unto them, 

Go, serve the LORD your God: but who are they that shall go? 
And Moses said, We will go with our young and with our old, with our sons and 
with our daughters, with our flocks and with our herds will we go; for we must 
hold a feast unto the LORD. 
And he said unto them, Let the LORD be so with you, as I will let you go, and 
your little ones: look to it; for evil is before you. 
Not so: go now ye that are men, and serve the LORD; for that ye did desire. And 
they were driven out from Pharaoh's presence.
Satan is always after families, especially the children.  If he has the children, he 
knows that only has to wait to have it all.

E. Pharaoh finally submitted to allowing them, men, women and children to leave 
completely.  But required that they leave their cattle in Egypt.
Exodus 24-26
And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, serve the LORD; only let your 
flocks and your herds be stayed: let your little ones also go with you. 
And Moses said, Thou must give us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we 
may sacrifice unto the LORD our God. 
Our cattle also shall go with us; there shall not an hoof be left behind; for thereof 

must we take to serve the LORD our God; and we know not with what we  
must serve the LORD, until we come thither.
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God requires everything of his children--there shall not be an hoof left behind.  
Satan may let a believer have his "religion" but he strives to retain the believer's 
life as his.  

Believer's Tools

Satan's power and influence is immense.  Far greater than that of men.  
While Satan's power is to be respected, he is not to be feared.
Matthew 10:28
And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which  
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
Tools that God provides believers for this conflict include:
1. Faith.  

Ephesians 6:16
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked.
The victory has been won on the cross of Calvary by Jesus Christ and will soon be 
manifested before all of creation--including angels, men, and especially before Satan and 
his demons.  Believers can live victorious lives by having faith in the Christ and what He 
has done.  The just shall live by faith.

2. The indwelling Holy Spirit.  Man's flesh is weak but God Himself, in the person of the 
Holy Spirit, dwells within the holy soul of every believer.  If the believer lives after the 
Holy Spirit his life will be victorious.  Without God the believer is helpless against Satan.

3. The Word of God.  
Ephesians 6:17
And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:
By the Word we learn of the object of our faith and the Holy Spirit speaks to us through 
the Word.

4. Determination and diligence.
II Peter 1:5
And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
virtue:   (from Webster 1828 dictionary) 
1. Strength; that substance or quality of physical bodies, by which they act and produce 
effects on other bodies. In this literal and proper sense, we speak of the virtue or virtues 
of plants in medicine, and the virtues of drugs. In decoctions, the virtues of plants are 
extracted. By long standing in the open air, the virtues are lost.
Being successfully engaged in this conflict requires constant diligent effort.

The Judgment of Satan

1. Satan was cast out of heaven (Isaiah 14:12; Ezekiel 28:16, 170
Satan was created an angel.  Apparently a high ranking and beautiful angel who had 
access to God.  His failure resulted in him being cast out of heaven.

2. Sentence was pronounced against Satan in the garden of Eden.
Genesis 3:14, 15
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And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust  
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: 
And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

3. Not only would the sons of Adam find redemption from sin in the cross of Jesus, they 
would achieve victory over sin and Satan through the cross.  
Colossians 2:13-15
And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us,  
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 
 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it.

4. Satan is bound for a thousand years (his power is limited for a thousand years)
Revelation 20:1, 2
And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a 
great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and 
bound him a thousand years,
Facts to consider:
A. Some specific time periods are referred to in the Revelation; but, without 

exception each is presented in a typical form.  For example, one thousand two 
hundred sixty days, forty and two months, and a time (one year) and times (two 
years) and a half time (one half year) all refer to the duration of the Dark Ages--
1260 years.  Nowhere in this book is specific length of time referred to directly.  
Therefore, "one thousand years," mentioned only in this chapter, refers to to some 
unspecified (unknown) length of time.

B. This scripture does not specify that Satan would be restricted from deceiving 
souls, but that he would be restricted from deceiving NATIONS for a thousand 
years.  During the Dark Ages Satan deceived nations and had enlisted the nations' 

civil authority to persecute the Lord's church.  It can be concluded, 
therefore, that Satan was to be restricted in using that authority for some period of 
time.

C. With the beginning of Reformation (the end of the Dark Ages) Satan was greatly 
restricted in his use of civil authority to further his cause.  

D. At the end of the thousand years Satan is to be loosed out of his prison.  
E. In Revelation 20:4 John "saw the SOULS of them that were beheaded for the 

witness of Jesus."  They lived and reigned with Christ for that thousand years.  
But notice carefully that the operative word is SOULS--not bodies.  There will 
indeed be a resurrection of bodies, but it's not mentioned here.

F. The first resurrection must refer to the first fruits of them that slept.  That is Jesus. 
He has arisen and sits at the right hand of the throne of God.  "Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the first resurrection:  on such the second death hath no 
power."  The second death must refer to the eternal death of soul and body in hell. 
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There is only one way, scripturally, to escape hell and that is through repentance 
and faith in Jesus Christ--the first fruits of them that slept.

G. Therefore, the thousand years probably began at reformation.  Satan did not 
willingly cease to use the rack and the burning stake and gallows.  He must have 
been restricted, or bound with a chain by the angel.  At the end of the thousand 
years Satan will be loosed from his prison, we assume to again deceive nations.  5.

Revelation 20:10 confirms Satan's certain and eternal end.
And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 
beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 
The eternal destruction of sin will be a sweet savour unto God:
Exodus 29:18
And thou shalt burn the whole ram upon the altar: it is a burnt offering unto the LORD: 
it is a sweet savour, an offering made by fire unto the LORD.
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