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No one can show greater love for someone than to gtve up their life for that person.

Jesus taught us that. (John 15:13) Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends. By this same principle, no one can show any greater love for
a cause than to give their life for that cause.

When the Holy Spirit moved upon my heart and impressed me to present this lesson,
one of my first thoughts was, that perhaps as we gather here today as men of God, we car
make a united effort to honor the memory of those who in past days, loved the Lord, and
loved the cause of Christ, more than they loved their lives. After all, we owe them a gteat
debt of gratitude for the benefits we enjoy because of their sacrifice!

Jesus forewarned His disciples that they would be persecuted. In Luke 21: l0-12, He
said nation would rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there would be
earthquakes in divers places, famines and pestilences, fearful sights and great signs from
heaven. Inverse 12 Jesus said; But before all these, they shall lav their hands onvou,
and Denecute you, deliveringyou up to the synagogues, and into prisons, being brought
before kings and rulers for my rutme's sake.

I would like to call your attention baok to the scriptures I read from 2"d Corinthians 4.
Paul wrote;'[4'e are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not
in despair; Persecuted" but not forsaken!! When Moses was dead and God made choice
of Joshua to be his successor, and lead the children of Israel into the Promised Land, He
promised Joshua that He would be with him, that he would not fail him, nor forsake him.
(Joshua 1:5) In Deuteronomy 4:31, Moses told the children of Israel that their God is a
merciful God who would not forsake them. I believe that God's promise to never forsake
those who are His, is a promise given by God to all His children, throughout all
generations, and has been experienced by His children while facing many different types
of trials. No doubt there have been many who while struggling with the death of a loved
one, or dealing with terminal illness, or facing some other heavy trial in their life, have
felt the presence of God and His sustaining grace, and their heart was assured that God
was keeping His promise to never forsake them. However. perhaps no one ever
exoerienced the fulfillment of that nromise. quite like those who were martyred!
Think about it, we respect all those who have served our country in the military. Whether
it was in a time of war or a time of peace, we are thankful to them for their service. But



those who died fighting for our freedoms occupy a very special place in our memory.

There are monuments that have been erected that have engraved on them the names of
soldiers. But it is not the names of everyone who served their country; it is the names of
those who gave their lives serving their country. The Lord certainly loves all His children,
and rewards each one for their service to Him regardless of the circumstances under
which they have labored. However, it certainly seems that the scriptures, and historical
writings, give special recognition to those who gave their lives for the cause of Christ.

Revelation 12 7-71 reads: {7) And there was war in heaven: Micltael and his angels

fought against the dragon; and the dragonfought and his angels. (8) And prevailed not;
neither was their placefound afiy more in heaven. (9) And the great dragonwas cast out,

that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world; he was

cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (10) And I heard a loud
voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of His Christ;for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which
accused them before our God day and night. (l I) And thev overeame him bv the blood
of the Lamb, and bv the word of their testimonv: and thq loved not their lives unto the
death"

Perhaps many looked at those who were persecuted unto death, and said; look where
their faith sot them! Listen to what was said about Jesus in Mark 15 29-31: (29) And
they that passed by railed on Him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that
destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days. (j0) Save thyself, and come down

from the cross. (31) Likewise also the ehief priests mocking Him said among themselves
with the scribes, He saved others, Himself He cannot save.

We can look at the scriptural account of the Lord's marbns, and we can look at the
historical writings about them as well, and say, Oh those poor people, look at the cruel
and horrible ways they were put to death. And we can prty them for what they went
tkough. But I do not believe they would have us to do that. Thev considered it a sreat
honor! In Acts 5, we have an account of the apostles being put in prison, and the angel of
the Lord came in the night, opened the prison doors, and told them to go stand in the
temple and speak to the people all the words of this life. When this was found out they
were apprehended and brought before the authorities who said to theq Did we not
straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. The Bible
tells us that Peter and the other apostles responded to this by saying, We ought to obey
God rather than men! One of the members of the council, a Pharisee named Gamaliel,
wamed them to be careful how they dealt with these men. Then he told them, leave them
alone, because if this is the work of men, it will come to nought: and if it is of God, you
can't overthrow it. Well they agreed, so they called the apostles before them and beat
them. Then they commanded them not to speak in the name of Jesus anymore, and they
let them go. The Bible says in Acts 5: 4l&42: And they departedfrom the presence of the
council, rejoicing that they were counted wortlty to suffir shame for His name. And daily
in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus Christ.



Most of these men were to go on to die as martyrs. If they rejoiced over being counted

worthy to suffer for Christ by being beaten, they must have really considered it an honor

to die for the Lord! In 1s Peter 4: 12-16, the apostle wrote: (12) Beloved, think it not

strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you: (13) But rejoice, inasmuch as ye

are partakers of Christ's sffirings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be

glad alsowith exceedingjoy. Qfl lfye be reproachedfor the name of Christ, happy are

ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part He is evil spoken of,
but on your part He is glorified. (15) But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as o
thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters. (16) Yet is any man
suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glor{y God on this behalf,

In Fox's Book of Martyrs, page'1 , we read this concerning the death of Ignatius. In
this persecution( that is, the persecution under Trajan that began about A.D. 108)

suffered the blessed martyr,Ignatius, who is held in reverence among very many. This
Ignatius was appointed to the bishopric of Antioch next after Peter in succession. Some

do say, that he, being sent from Syria to Rome, because he professed Christ, was given to
the wild beasts to be devoured. It is also said of him, that when he passed through Asia"
being under the most strict custody of his keepers, he strengthened and con{irmed the
churches through all the cities as he went both with his exhortations and preaching of the
word of God. Accordingly, having come to Smyrna, he wrote to the church at Rome,
exhorting them not to use means for his deliverance from mart5ndom, lest they should
they should deprive him of what he most longed and hoped for. Now I begin to be a
disciple. I care for nothing, of visible or invisible things, so that I may but win Christ. Let
fire and the cross, let the companies of wild beasts, let breaking of bones and tearing of
limbs, let the grinding of the whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon me;
be it so, only may I win Christ Jesus! And even when he was sentenced to be thrown to
the beasts, such was the burning desire that he had to suffer, that he spake, what time he
heardthe lions roaring, saying: "I am the wheat of Chr
with the teeth of wild beasts, that I mav be found pure bread."

It is also recorded in Fox's writings that all of the apostles died a mart5n's death, with
the exception of John, and the only reason he didn't is because he miraculously escaped
after being thrown into boiling oil. In the Bible we are told in Acts L2:2 that James, the
brother of John, died by the sword. They intended to kill Peter also, but the Lord had
another plan. In the Gospel according to John, chapter 2l: 18-19, Jesus told the apostle
Peter, Verily, verily, I say unto thee. When thouwast young, thou girdest thyself, and
walkest whither thou wouldest; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretchforth thy
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake
he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He
saith unto him, Follow me. Again, according to Fox's Book of Marbns, Peter died by
crucifixiorl and he chose to be crucified upside down because he said he was not worthy
to be crucified in the same manner as the Lord. In 2nd Timothy 4: 6-8,Paul wrote to
Timothy: (6) For I am now reody to be offered, and the time of my departure is at
hand.(7) I havefought a goodfight, I havefinished my course, I have kept thefaith: (S)
Henceforth there is laid upfor me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, tlte



righteaus judge, shall give to me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all them also

that love His appearing. According to this same history, Paul was beheaded.

In Revelation 20: 4, we read, And i saw thrones, and they sat upan them, and
judgment was given unto them: and I smt the soals of them that were behead.ed. for the
witness ?f Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast,

neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands;

and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. We may differ on our beliefs
here, but whatever you, &s individuals believe about this, how cotrld snyone deny thtt
those whom John saw receiving this special blessins of living and reisnine with
Christ a thousand vears were those who were martvred?

What a blessing God bestowed upon His servant Stephen! Do you believe that when
God filled him with the Holy Ghost, and he looked steadfastly into heaven, and saw Jesus

standing on the right hand of God, that the things they were doing to him suddenly
became much easier to forbear? While they were stoning that man to death, he was
kneeling down and praying to God, saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit, and don't lay
this sin to their charge. Do you believe that perhaps God bestowed such sufficient and
powerful grace upon Stephen that he barely felt the stones hitting his body? In 1651, one

of God's faithftl servants by the name of Obadiah Holmes was imprisoned in
Massaohusetts. This rnan wrote an account of his own strfferingq and I woutrd like to
share some of it with you. " And as the man began to lay strokes upon my bacli, I said
to the people, Though my flesh should fail, and my spirit should fail, yet my God
would not fail. So it pleased the Lord to come in, and to fill my heart and tongue as a
vessel full, and with an audible voice I broke forth praying unto the Lord not to lay
this sin to their charge; and telling the people, that now I found He did not fail me,
and therefore now I should trust Him forever who failed me not; for in truth, as the
strokes fell upon mer l had such a spiritual manifestation of God's presence, as, and
the outward pain was so removed from me, that I could well bear it, yea and in a
manner felt it not although it was grievous as the spectators said, the man striking
me with all his strength yea (spitting in his hand three times as many affirmed), with
a three corded whipe giving me therewith thirfy stroke$. When he had loosed me
from the post, having joyfulness in my heart, and cheerfulness in my countenance, as

the spectators obseryed, I told the magistrates. You have struck me as fu;
and said moreover, Although the Lord hath made it easy to me, yet I pray God it
may not be laid to your charge." I don't know if anyone else ever experienced exactly
what Stephen did, and saw what he saw, however, I do believe that in every sifuation,
when one of God's children was being put to death, or suffering, for the cause ofChrist,
God was pourins His srace upon them abundantlv! The only one of His God ever
allowed to face death alone was Jesus!

As we have our meeting here, the wives meet over in the fellowship hall. They are
studying God's word together, and they are singing, and rejoioing in the God of their
salvation, just as we are. In Acts 7, where we have record of the death of Stephen, the
scriptures introduce us to a young man named Saul. We are told that when they cast



Stephen out of the clty and stoned him, the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young

man's feet, whose name was Saul. In Acts 8: 1-3 we find this: (1) And Saul was

consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the

church which was at Jerusalem: and they were all scattered abroad throughout the

regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. (2) And devout men carried Stephen

to his burial, and made great lamentation over him. (3) Asfor Saul, he made havac of the

church, entering inta every house, and haling men andwamen committed them to prison.
For those of you who have read Fox's Book of Martyrs, or other books like it, I'm sure

you have notieed that it wam't only rnen that laid down their livesfor the Lord, There
were good, God loving, God fearing rvomen, who did the same! One such account found
in Fox's Book of Mart5rrs, Page 13, reads: Cecilia, a young lady of good family in Rome,

was married to a gentlemen named Valerian. She converted her husband and brother,
who were beheaded; and the maximus, or officer, who led them to execution, becoming
their convert, suffered the same fate. The lady was placed naked in a scalding bath, and
having continued there a considerable time, her head was struck offwith a sword, A.D.
222.

In Closing, I would like to share some of Fox's account of the death of Polycarp.
Perhaps this is familiar to many of you.

Polycarp, the vererable bishop of Smyrna, hearing that persons were seeking
him, escaperi, but was discovereti by a chiiti. After feasting the guartis who
apprehended him, he desired an hour in prayer, which being allowed, he prayed
with such fervency, that his guards repented that tbey had been instrumental in
taking him. He was, however, carried before the proconsulo condemned, and burnt
in the market placa The proconsul then urged him, sayingr s5S\uear, and I will
release thee; - reproach Christ." Polyearp answered, s6Bighty and six years have I
served him. and He never once wronged me: how then shall I blaspheme mv King,
Who hath saved me?"

I would also encourage all of you to read about those Baptist preachers in Virginia,
men like Lewis Craig, Eltjah Craig, Samuel Harris, John Waller, James keland, (only to
name a few) who in the early yeaxs of our nation, though they weren't put to death, did,
with a bravery that only God's grace could supply, suffer tremendous persecution for the
cause of Christ!

Again, as we assemble here today, may the Holy Spirit of God move upon our hearts, and
richly bless the memory of His faitMul servants, who gave their all to Him!

Note* Other recommended writings: Marqr's Mirror- Thieleman J. Van Braght.

Imprisoned Preachers And Religious Liberty In Virginia- I"ewis Peyton Little

America In Crimson Red- James R. Beller


