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Lesson Text: I Corinthians I2: I Now concerning spiritual gifis, brethren, I would not hwe yo'u ignorant.

Romans 11:29- For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.

These words specifically apply to Abraham whom God called out of the land of his perople to come
into the land of Canaan. The gifts are represented in the covenant that God made with r{braham and
his seed. These actions of a sovereign God are declared to be without repentancer. ln a more
general sense, I believe they apply to God's dealings with all men.

Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, of a truth I perceive thot God is ru respecter of
persons.

For this study I wish to consider the gifts and calling of God separately, and begin with llhe Calling of
God. I believe that the scripture identifies two distinct calls of God.

The Call to Repentance and Faith

Matthew 22:14 For many are called, butfew are chosen.

-hese words were spoken by Jesus at the end of a parable of a certain king that made et marriage for
his son. Many were called to the wedding and refused the invitation. The king cornmanded his
servants to go into the highways, and as many as they could find, bid them to the mnrriage. The
servants gathered as many as they found, both bad and good; and at the wedding was furnished with
guests. But when the king came in he found there a man which had not on a wedding gprment. The
king commanded him bound hand and foot and taken away and cast into outer darknerss. This is a
picture of the kingdom of heaven and the preaching of the gospel that calls men to repentance toward
God and faith in Jesus Christ whereby we are given the righteousness of Christ, which is, our wedding
garment.

II Peter 1:10 Werefore the rather brethren, give all diligence to make your calling and elect'ion sure:

The Divine Call to Preach the Gospet.

Matthew 4:18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, sow two brethren, Simon called Petev', and
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers.
And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make youfishers of men.

And they straightway left their nets, andfollowed him.
And going onfrom thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he cal,l,ed them.
And they immediately left the ship and their father, andfollowed him.

esus personally called them.
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Paul's account of his callto repentance and call to preach the gospel is found in
Acts 22.

49ts 22:10 And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go it$o Damascus; '^-
and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointedfor thee to do.

Saul was led into Damascus being blind to the house of Judas who lived on Straight street where he
was three days without sight, neither eat nor drink. God sent Ananias to Saulwho recovrilred his sight
and was filled with the Holy Ghost.

Acts 22: 13 And the same hour I looked upon him.

22:14 And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that though shouldest l:now his will,
and see that Just one, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

22: 15 For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.

Acts 9:19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the
disciples which were at Damascus.

9:20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.

Paul wrote to Timothy of the glorious gospel of the blessed God that was committed to hi,s trust.

ITimothlt 1:12 And I thonk Christ Jesus our Lord, who hat enabled me, for that he counted me faithful,
putting me into the ministry.

Gifts

, he Greek words translated gift or gifts all mean a present or a spiritual endowment.

Salvation is a gift of God.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved throughfaith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 91,[of God:

Gift - Greek - d6-ron, means a present

Eternal Life is a gift of God.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gjrtof God is eternal life through Jetsus Christ our Lord.

Gift - Greek - chaf-is-mah - a spiritual endowment

This is the word used in I Corinthians 12:1.

Ephesians 4: I I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy oJ the vocation
wherewith ye are called,

4:2 With all lowliness and meelcness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in iiove;

4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4:4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even os ye are called in one hope of your calting;
4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism 

i4:6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.



4:7 But unto every one of us is given grace according to the meosure of the gifi oJ Christ.

4:8 Werefore he saith, Wen he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifis
unto men.

fhose that Jesus calls to follow Him and preach the gospel, He furnishes them with every gift needed
to accomplish the task. 

l

Matthew l0:l And when he had called unio him his ntelve disciples, he gave them power against unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of siclcness and manner of dit'easa

Matthew l0:7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand.

l0:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freelyyti,ahave received,

freely give.

Paul wrote to the church at Corinth concerning the spiritual gifts.

I Corinthians 12: I Now concerning spiritual gijts, brethren, I would not have you ignoront.

l2:4 Now there are diversities of gifis, but the same spirit.
12:5 And there are dffirences of administrations (ministries), but the same Lalrd.

12:6 And there are diversities of operations (workings), but it is the same God which
worketh all in all.

I2:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
l2:8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the wor,:l of lcngwledge

by the same Spirit;
l2:9 To anotherfaith by the same Spirit; to another the gifis of healing by the wme Spirrt.
12.10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another di,rcerning of the

spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation o.f tongues:
I2:11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally

as he will.

Romans l2:5 So we being many, ore one body in Christ, and every one members one oJ'another

I2:6 Having then gifts dffiring according to the grace that is given to us, whe:ther prophecy,
let us prophesy according to the proportion offaith;

l2:7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching.

These spiritual gifts caused some problems and divisions in the church because some olithem sought
after the most favored gifts according to the eyes of man. ln I Corinthians, Chapter 14, we find Paul
giving stern instructions to the church concerning the use of these gifts which they scrught for their
own glory, rather than the glory of God.

I Corinthians 14: 18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all;
l4: l9 Yet in the church I had rather speakfive words with my understanding, tl,wt by my voice

I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unlcnown tongue.
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We all need to recognize what our gifts are and be honest in our appraisal.

I Corinthians 12:29
12: i0
12:31

Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachersT are all workers of niracles?
Have all the gfts of healing? do all speakwith tongues? do all interpreti'
But covet earnestly the best gifis:

Paul said in I Corinthians, Chapter 13 that the best gift is love.

I Corinthians 13: I

I3:2

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am

become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
And though I Have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountai,'ts, and have

not charity, I am nothing.
And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give m,y body to be

burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

Woso boasteth himself of afalse gft is like clouds andwindwithout rain.

Not that we ore sfficient of ourselves to think anything of ourselvrzs; but our
sufficiency is of God;
Wo also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the i'etter, but of
the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

As every man hath received the gifi, even so minister the same one to another, as

good stewards of the maniftld grace of God.

If any many speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; f any man mini,rter, let him
do it as of the ability which God giveth; that God in all things may tls glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominionfor ever and ever. Amen.

I3:3

Proverbs 25: 14

II Corinthians 3.'5

3:6

I Peter 4:10

4:lI

Whatever gifts God has given, use them. Whatever field God has given for you to labor in, be
content.

I Corinthians I 5 : 9 For I am the least of the opostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God.

I 5: 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestow,itd upon me

was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace
of God which was with me.

James L'17 Every good and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the. Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

Satan our Adversary

Don't allow Satan to divert your attention from the work that God has appointed you.

After Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection Peter and some of the Apostles decided to go fisl'ring. They
fished all night and caught nothing. Jesus was waiting when they returned to shore e,arly in the
rn4rning. Jesus fed them some bread and fish. Jesus turned his attention to Peter.
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John 21 : 15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonat,, lovest thou
me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea Lord; thou kttowest that I lttve thee. He
Saith unto him, Feed my lambs.

esus repeated this question twice more with Peter affirming his love and Jesus saying to Peter, Feed
my sheep.

What follows next is almost astounding!

John 2l:20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following, which also
leaned on his breast at supper, and said Lord which is he that betrayeth th,i:?

21 :21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?
2l:22 Jesus saith unto him, If Iwill that he taruy till I come, what is that to thee? Follow

thou me.

Only One Master

It is human nature to be concerned about what our peers think about what we are or are rrot
engaged in.

Romans l4:4 Wo art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or
falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up;for God is itble to make him stand.

ITimoth:t 4:12 Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, inword, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, infaith, in purity.

t-^-.. 4:13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.
4: 14 Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, wi,rh the laying

on of the hands of the presbytery.

II Timothlt 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exlircrt with all
I on gs uffer in g and do c tr ine,

4:3 foi di timi wilt come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but afittr their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4:4 And they shall turn away their earsfrom the truth, and shall be turnedyng6tfables..
4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure ffiictions, do the work of an evangelist, makefull

proof of thy ministry.
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