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INTRODUCTION- I will begin by defining my lesson title.

The Everlasting Covenant - An agreement or contract, entered into by two or more
persons, which is legally binding, of continual, uninterrupted duration; lasting forever.

The Parties of this Covenant are the three persons of the Godhead; God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. "...these three are one". (l John 5:7)

This covenant was made in eterni8 past: before the world began; before there was time,
and before man was created. This covenant is a covenant of ttgrace", and sets forth the
provisions (not the conditions) for the redernption and salvation of mankind.

This covenant is the oldest of all covenants relating to mankind. It has never been

revised, or terminated. This covenant is not between God and man, for man had not yet

been created. The Covenant was between God the Father, and God the Son, Jesus Christ;
and was "sanctioned" (for lack of a better word) by the Holv Snirit.

This Covenant was first made manifest shortly after the fall of man in the Garden of
Eden, when the Lord God spoke to the serpent. (devil) In the presence of Adam and Eve,
God said, "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed

and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt braise his heel." (Genesis 3:15)
After which, God demonstrated grace in action. uUnto Adam also and to his wife did
the Lord God make coats of skin, and clothed them-" (Genesis 3:21) This was a visual
messaee of the Gospel of Jesus Christ the seed of the woman; thus showing the shedding
of innocent blood to provide a covering for the naked guilt ofthe transgressors.

BEHIND THE COVENANT

Before we examine "The dispensation of the law" the "Old Covenant" and the
dispensation of grace, the "New Covenant" as relating to 56The Everlasting Covenant",

Let's look at the 56Eternal Purpose66 of the sEternal God5'.

There is an eternal God, whose name is Jehovah! He is the Most Hieh over all the earth.
(Psalms 83:18) "Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is inJinite'.
(Psalms 147.5) He is "... from everlasting to euerlasting... " (Psalms 90:2) He is "... the
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy;... " (Isaiah 57:15)
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Our Eternal God had an 66Eternal Purpose" which he purposed in himself, and later
revealed in his word. oHaving made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasure whiclr lue huth purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the

fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in
Heuven, and which &re on earth; even in Himl" (Ephesians 1:9-10 and, 2Tim. 1:9-10)

Here is my understanding of God's Eternal Purpose. God purposed to have a people

redeemed bv his gracel a born from above familv. who would voluntarily love and
honor him, praise and worshin him" while living on the earth. and also eternally in
Heaven when life on earth has ended. Now, that may be an cver simplification, but I
meant it to be simple. To facilitate the eternal purpose a counsel was held.

THE DETERMII\ATE COUNSEL

Peter mentions this counsel in his sennon at Pentecost: "...J*sus of Nazareth, A man
approved of God emafig yon by miraeles and signs and wonders, which Gorl did by him
in the midst af you, ... Him being delivered by the determinate counsel. and
foreknowledse of God. ye have taken, and by wieked hands h*ve cruciJied and slain;
Whom God hath raised ap, having loosed the pains af death:... " {Acts 2:22-24)

This "counsel" was composed of three persons, God the Father, God the Son, and @!
the Holy Snirit. It was a "determinate" counsel; with exact and definite limits, which is
a fixed agenda. This counsel met to formulate a plan to accomplish God's eternal
purpose. The plan of salvation was made in that counsel. Jesus was made a "srref,y"
for our sins. (Hebrews 7:22)He agreed to come to earth, which had not yet been created;
live as a man, not yet created; meet and satisfy the demands of God's Holy Law, not yet
revealed; sacriflce his life and shed his blood on the cross, as a rarsom, to atone for sin
that had not yet been committed. The just and hollr one dying for the suil8.

How could this be? This is my understanding; The ccursel agreed on the above
mentioned plan, based on the "Foreknowledge of God". God said, "... I am God, and
there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the
besinning, and lrom ancient times (eternity) the things that are not yet done, saying,
My pounsel shall stand. and I will do aII mv pleasure; ... Yea, I have spoken it, I will
also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do ir." (Isaiah 46:9-11)

This plan is called (The Manifold Wisdom of God". (Ephesians 3:9-11)

(A COUNSEL ON 66 OBTAINING PEACE WITH GOI}'

(Zechaiah 6:13) speaks of the accomplishments of this counsel. "... Thus speaketh the
Lord of hosts, sayi*g, Behold the man whose fifime is *THE B*.ANCH': and he shall
srow up out of his slnce, and he shall build the temple of the Lard: Even he shall build
the temple of the Lord; and he skall bear the slorv, and shall sit and rule uoon his
throne: and he shall be a priest unon his thrcne: and the counsel of peace shall be
between them both'.
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The scriptures gives a precise and clear, explanation of the phrase: "and the couwel of
peace shall be between them both"; and I quote, "Attd all things are af God, who hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ,.... To wit, that God w*s in Christ reconeiting
theworld unto himself, (2 Corinthians 5:18-19).

Jesus Christ fills both the office of "Kins" and the office of *Prist". He reigns in the
hearts of his people, upon his spiritual throne, in the kingdom appointed to him by his
father. His kingdom is not of this world, but is in fact his churc[ the temple of the Lord,
which he himself built, and he is the'oHead" over all things to his church.

He is also the Great High Priest in his kingdom. He offered himself as the atoning
sacrifice through which we have peace with God. (See Rom. 5:8-11 and Heb. 7:24-27)

I believe the ooCounsel of Peace" (the way for mankind to make peace with God) and the
o'Gospel of Peacet are the same, based upon what Paul said. He said I have, "kept back
nothing that was proJitable" ,..."taught publicly and from house to house"
..."repentance toward God and Faith toward oar Lord Jesas Christn. (Acts 20:20-21)

He also said, '? take you to record this day, that I am purefrom the blood of all men
For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God". (Acts 2A:26-27)

" ... as it is written, Eow beautiful are tke feet of them that preach the gospel of peace
urud bring good tidings of good things:" (Romans 10:15)

NECE SSARY ACCOMMODATIONS

God included, in his plans, every thing that was necessary to accomplish his eternal
purpose. So, '?fl the beginning, God created the heuvens and the earth". (Genesis 1:l)
He brought into existence the universe; He designed it to function in an orderly fashion,
continuously, and perpetually. He made a world that would supply the physical needs of
mankind, providing day and night, sunshine and rain, seedtime and harvest, heat and
cold. He made lights to rule the days and nights, which would also serve for signs and
seasons, for days and years. God created time, and the method for reckoning time. He
caused the earth to produce everything man would need, including animals, minerals, and
vegetables. He created all of this in advance; including the '(Everlasting Plan of
Salvation"; and it was all complete, before he made man.

The Bible says, "The heauen, even the heavens, are the Lord's: but the earth hath he
given to the children of men" (Psalms I 15: 16)

THEN GOD MADE MAN

Man was the crowning achievement of God's creation. For he was made after the
likeness and in the image of his creator. (Genesis 1:24-28)
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Man was created with a mortal bodv, and an immortal soul. He has intelligence; a mind
with which to reason, and a free will which enables him ta choose to obey or disobey
God's law. Unfortunately, man chose to disobey and became * transgressor of God's
law. An offence occurred, and man became separated from God by sin. "Therefore, by
the offence of one judgment eame upon all men to condemnatio,lr..." (Romans 5:18)

"And the wages af sin is death..." (Romans. 6:23) "...But where sin abounded, gra.ce

did mach more aba*nd:" @omans 5:20)

So. now. we see man with eve{vthing under his control except sin and death. (Hebrews
2'.6-8) "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than t*e *ngelsfor the suffering
af death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grnce af God should taste of
death for every marl" (Hebrews 2:9) "...The chsstiseffient af our Peace was upon
him..." (Isaiah 53:5) In this we see the Eyerlasting Love and Favor of God the Father and
the Everlasting Love and Grace of God the Son. who, freely and voluntaril], agrced, in the
"Everlasting Covenant of Grace" to redeem sinners by his death.

Christ is not a mere co-siqne{ on the debt of sin we owe. He didn't agree to help us with
the payrnent, or pay what we could not pay. Jesus naid it alMod's Son knew full well
we were not able to pay the debt, and never would be. So he took the whole debt.

"THE OLD COYENANT" and "W
The Old Covenarl was between God and the Children of Israel. Bxodus 19:3-9) It was a
covenant of works, and Moses was the Mediator. This first covenant had ordinances of
divine service and a worldly sanctuary, ar,d a tabernacle; (Hebrews 9:1-10) with many
shadows of good things to come, even blood sacrifices, but they could not take away sin.
(Hebrews 10:1-4)

And although the administration of the Old Covenant had moments that were glorious, it
was not designed to save sinners. "...for by the works of the bw shall no fiesh be
justijied in his sighf'. (Galatians 2.16-23) It was designed only. to be "a sc&oal nrasrer
to bring men to Christ". (Galatians 3:24) That covenant served it's purpose, and ended.

The New Covenant is administered by the Holv Spirit, (2 Cor. 3:8) and has Jesus Christ
as the Mediator. (1 Tim. 2:5) It is more glorious than the old covenant, because it is
alive with personal experiences with Jesus. It is a know-so. covenant of grace, wherein
Jesus becomes your personal savior. His spirit comes into your heart, and the Love of
God is shed abroad in your heart by the Holy Ghost. (Rom. 5:1-5) God writes his
spiritual laws in your mine and in your heart, not on tablets of stone. Under the
administration of the HoIy Spirit, everv one who exneripnces the birth of the Spirit,
knows Jesus personally, from the least to the greatest. (Hebrews 8:10-13)

The foundation and pumose for both the Old and New Cavenants are rooted in the
Everlasting Covenant; and depend entirely on the finished work of Chdst. (Heb. 9:10-15)
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