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Scripture Lesson: Matthew 13:1-9 

The same day went Jesus out of the house, and sat by the sea side.  

And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and sat; and 

the whole multitude stood on the shore.  

And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;  

And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up:  

Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up, 

because they had no deepness of earth:  

And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered 

away.  

And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:  

But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, 

some thirtyfold.  

Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.  

 

Text: Psalm 136:5, 6 

  They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.  

  He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with 

 rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him. 

 

I. The Sower. 

 The gospel minister is a sower.  He goes out, weeps, and bears precious seed. 

 1. Scripture presents the gospel minister as an under-shepherd, a watchman, an  

  overseer, a laborer together with God, a builder, a fisherman.  Matthew 13:3  

  represents the minister as a sower; behold, a sower went forth to sow.  

  A. To fill this office a man must be called by God--by divine  appointment  

   only.   A man (or his wife or grandmother) cannot appoint himself to be a  

   minister.   

   Ezekiel 33:7 
   So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of   

   Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn them   

   from me. 

   His choice of men is part of the mystery of God, not be analyzed or  

   "figured out," but to be accepted in faith believing. 
  B. Before the called minister gets "proud" of his call to the ministry he should  

   consider: 

   I Corinthians 1:27-31 

    But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise;  

   and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things  

   which are mighty;  

    And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God  

   chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:  

    That no flesh should glory in his presence.  

    But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,  

   and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:  
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   That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

  C. Scripture provides many examples of men being called into the service of  

   God; e.g., Abraham, Moses, Isaiah.  One of the favorites of this teacher is  

   the call of Amos. 

   Amos 7:12-17 

    Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee thee away into the  

   land of Judah, and there eat bread, and prophesy there:  

    But prophesy not again any more at Bethel: for it is the king's chapel, and  

   it is the king's court.  

    Then answered Amos, and said to Amaziah, I was no prophet, neither was  

   I a prophet's son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit:  

    And the LORD took me as I followed the flock, and the LORD said unto  

   me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.  

    Now therefore hear thou the word of the LORD: Thou sayest, Prophesy  

   not against Israel, and drop not thy word against the house of Isaac.  

    Therefore thus saith the LORD; Thy wife shall be an harlot in the city, and 

   thy sons and thy daughters shall fall by the sword, and thy land shall be  

   divided by line; and thou shalt die in a polluted land: and Israel shall  

   surely go into captivity forth of his land.  
 2. The minister must be qualified and prepared for his appointed work by the Divine hand.   

  He must take the light of the gospel to an ignorant, evil and dark world, so he must be  

  enlightened by the true God.   God will prepare and fitly qualify every willing man he  

  calls to this work.  To sow holy seed requires the touch of the Master's hand on the  

  sower. 

  Isaiah 6:1-8 

  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne,  

  high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.      

  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he   

  covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did  

  fly.            

  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of   

  hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.       

  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the   

  house was filled with smoke.  

   Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean   

  lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes   

  have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.  

   Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand,   

  which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:     

   And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips;   

  and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.  

  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who   

  will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me. 

 3. The minister must learn the use of the sacred tools provided by the Husbandman.   

  Ephesians 6:17, 18 

   . . . and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  
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   Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching  

  thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 

  4. The minister must go forth.  Being called, qualified and prepared the gospel  

  minister must:  

   Matthew 28:19, 20 

   Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,  

  and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  

   Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 

  am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
  
II. The Sowing. 
 1. "Bearing precious seed."  This is the word of God.  It does not appear great in the  

  esteem of men, but only through the seed can souls come to eternal life.  

  Romans 1:16  

   For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

   salvation to everyone that believeth; 

  A. It is precious in its origin.  Though it is expressed by carnal lips, it comes  

   by the Holy Spirit of God himself; it is from the eternal immutable God.   

   Only fruit from heavenly seed is fit to be received by God into heaven 

   itself.  The product of this seed will in the image of  God.   

  B. It is precious in its rarity.  Nothing in heaven or earth is like it.  There is  

   only one cultivar of seed to provide for the need of Adam's race. One God, 

   one Mediator, one Spirit--one gospel.   

  C. It must be held precious by the sower, so the hearer will  perceive that is a  

   pearl of great price and will go and sell all that he has and buy it.  The  

   word of God is better than the finest silver, the purest gold, and the pearl  

   of great price. It is the word of salvation and eternal life. 

  D. It is effective.  It accomplishes God's purpose. 

   John 8:32 

   And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 

   I Peter 1:23 

   Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the  

   word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. 

   John 17:17-20 

    Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.  

    As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the  

   world.  

    And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified  

   through the truth.  

   Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me 

   through their word; 

   E. It makes the world fruitful.  By this seed, the desert can bloom and the  

   wilderness can become the King's garden. 

  2 The sower must be properly motivated.  Like Jesus, the sower goes forth bearing  

  precious seed.   
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   Luke 19:10          

  For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.   

  A. The sower goes in the name and strength of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

    Matthew 24:46, 47 

    And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to  

   suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:    

   And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his  

   name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  

  B. The sower must go forth with zea.  He be motivated by love for God, for  

   his fellow servants, and for perishing souls.  Only this proper, godly  

   motivation will suffice. 

   II Peter 1:5-9 

    And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue 

   knowledge;  

    And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to  

   patience godliness;  

    And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.  

    For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall  

   neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

   But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath  

   forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 

   I Corinthians 13:1-13 

    Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not  

   charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.   

   And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and  

   all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove   

   mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.  

    And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my  

   body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.  

    Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity   

   vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,  

    Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily   

   provoked, thinketh no evil;  

    Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;  

    Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all  

   things.  

    Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail;  

   whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it 

   shall vanish away.  

    For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.  

    But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be  

   done away.  

    When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought  

   as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  

    For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know  

   n part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.  
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   And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these  

   is charity. 

  C. The sower must go forth with constancy and perseverance.  He must  

   realize each day that he labors under the eye of God to whom he must give 

   an account.  From the morning of youth through the evening of old age,  

   the sower must continually be instant in season and out of season.  He  

   must persevere until the end of his days and then he enters into his rest.  

    Jesus, as in many characteristics, is the perfect example in life and  

   service. 

   John 13:1 

    Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was  

   come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved 

   his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 

  4. Sorrow must accompany the ministerial servant.  

    "He that goeth forth and weepeth."  

  A. Christian ministers must be christ-like and Christ  was "a man of sorrows,  

   and acquainted with grief."  He was sorrowful because the state of the  

   souls of men, as must be the sower of seed.  To prosper, the sower must be 

   a fellow-laborer with Christ, and must therefore suffer with him; "if so be  

   that we suffer with him, that we may be glorified together."  Jesus cannot  

   be received without sorrow (burdens).  The pascal lamb was only to be  

   taken with bitter herbs. 

   Exodus 12:8 

   And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened  

   bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. 

   The Lord's work is only accomplished through a godly sorrow; a burden  

   heart. 

  B. The sower will suffer disappointments.  Some of the precious seed will  

   fall on stony ground and some will get choked out by various things.   

   Even Jesus was not received by many people; e.g. the rich young ruler. 

  C. The sower's sense of his own weakness and insufficiency will be a   

   constant source of sorrow.  He sees the need of perishing souls and feels  

   his responsibility to them and to God, and sees his frailty, weakness and     

   his inability to provide for the need.  What can he do?   Go forth weeping  

   and find strength in his weakness through the grace of God.   

   Romans 7:14-25 

    For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.  

    For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I  

   hate, that do I.  

    If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.  

    Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.  

    For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to  

   will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  

    For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I  

   do.  
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    Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth  

   in me.  

    I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.  

    For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  

    But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, 

   and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.  

    O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this  

   death?  

   I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself 

   serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. 

 

II. The Result. 

 "He shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him." 

 1. He shall come again from where he started--from where he was sent.  If he doesn't 

  know where that is, he doesn't need to be sowing seed.  The seed comes from  

  heaven, from God himself.  The "sermon," to be beneficial must be a "message"  

  from God.  The sower must frequently be returning to the royal granary to   

  replenish his supply of seed.  God blesses his servants, even while they are yet in  

  the world, to strengthen and encourage them.   

   Luke 10:17-20 

   And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject  

  unto us through thy name.  

   And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.  

   Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

  power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.  

   Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you; but  

  rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.  

  2. "He shall return rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him."  Part of the sower's   

  joy is in seeing that his labor was not in vain, and that his Lord and Savior is  

  glorified by his obedience and toil.  When he goes to his rest he may leave fruit to 

  ripen, but in the great day of the Lord the sower shall return, bringing his sheaves  

  with him.  It will be his great delight to present them to the Lord, from whom  

  all increase comes. 

   Surely, it will be worth it all!  What great hope the sower has. 

   Romans 8:16-23 

   The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  

   And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that  

  we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  

   For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be   

  compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  

   For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the  

  sons of God.  

   For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him  

  who hath subjected the same in hope,  

   Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption 

  into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  
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   For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together  

  until now.  

   And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even  

  we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the   

  redemption of our body. 

   In enduring toil and hardship, we are following our Master's example:  

  Romans 12:2 

   Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was  

  set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 

  hand of the throne of God. 

  

 

 


