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LESSON TITLE: COUNTED FAITHFUL 

Lesson text: Nehemiah 13:1-14  

(Verse 13) And 1 made treasurers over the treasuries, Shel-emi-ah the priest, and  

Zadok the scribe, and of the Levites Pe-dai-ah: and next to them was He-nan the son of  

Zac-cur, the son of Mat-ta-ni-ah: for they were counted faithful and their office was to  

distribute unto their brethren.  

In the eighth chapter of Nehemiah, we find an account of the people gathering  

together in the street, and Ezra the priest standing in their presence, and reading before  

them from the book of the law from morning until midday. Nehemiah, chapter thirteen,  

opens with this verse: On that day they read in the book of Moses in the audience of the  

people; and therein was found written, that the Ammonite and the Moabite should not  

come into the congregation of God for ever. The reason for this is found in the next  

verse. Because they met not the children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired  

Balaam against them, that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned the curse into  

a blessing. (The passages from which they were reading are found in Deuteronomy 23:3-  

5) They had not kept this law. Obviously they had brought these people in among them,  

because when this law was discovered through the reading, they took action to separate  

them from the Israelites. There was an Ammonite named Tobiah, who had before tried to  

prevent the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. Eliashib, the high priest, was in league  

with this Tobiah, and considered him an ally. He had made him a chamber in the courts  

of the temple, in the place that had been used as the storehouse for the tithes and  

offerings of those things that were to be given to the Levites and those who labored in the  

temple services. Nehemiah, who was not in Jerusalem at the time, came to Jerusalem,  

and upon learning of the evil of Eliashib, he threw Tobiah's belongings out of the  

chamber, commanded it be cleansed, and returned to it those things that were supposed  

to be there. Nehemiah also discovered that the temple services had been forsaken  

because the things that were supposed to be given to the Levites, and the singers, those  

who labored in the temple services, to sustain them, were not being given to them, and  

they were forced to flee to their fields to make a living. Things were really in disarray,  

but when Nehemiah begin to make things right, the people begin to once again bring  

their tithes and offerings into the treasury. Nehemiah then appointed four treasurers over  

the treasuries. Given the state of things he discovered upon coming to Jerusalem, it only  

stands to reason that it would be very important to him that those whom he appointed as  

treasurers be reliable, trustworthy individuals. The Bible says, they were COUNTED 

 FAITHFUL. 

GOD IS FAITHFUL! GOD HOLDS IN HIGH REGARD THOSE WHO SERVE  

HIM FAITHFULLY!! 



Deuteronomy 7:9 - This is something that was said to Israel concerning God: Know  

therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant  

and mercy with them that love Him and keep His commandments to a thousand  

generations.  

Psalm 119:89-90: For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. Thy faithfulness is  

unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth.  

1
st
 Corinthians 1 :9- God is faithful. by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His  

Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  

God promised his faithfulness to Joshua when He spoke to him after the death of Moses  

and made known that he would now lead Israel into the Promised Land. God told Joshua,  

I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee!!  

Psalm 36:5 - Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto  

the clouds.  

There was a preacher who lived on the earth many years ago, who was the most  

faithful preacher of all preachers. His name was Jesus, and he set for us the ultimate  

example of faithfulness.  

Hebrews 3:1-3 says, Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling,  

consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;  

Who was faithful to Him that appointed Him, as also Moses was faithful in all his  

house.  

For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath  

builded the house hath more honour than the house.  

When Jesus was only twelve years old, Joseph and Mary had gone to Jerusalem for  

the Passover feast, and, when it was over and they had left, they got a days journey away  

thinking Jesus was with them, but He had stayed in Jerusalem. When they went back to  

find Him they found Him in the temple sitting in the midst of those Jewish doctors asking  

them questions and astonishing them with His understanding. When His mother said unto  

Him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy father and I have sought thee  

sorrowing. Jesus said to them, How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must be  

about my Father's business? (Luke 2:41-49)  

Jesus once left Judaea for Galilee and passed through Samaria. Being weary from His  

journey, He stopped at Jacob's well, and there encountered a woman of Samaria who  

came to the well to draw water. After Jesus talked with this woman about her need to  

drink from the well of living water, His disciples tried to get Him to eat. The Lord said to  

them: My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work (John 4:34) 



The scriptures teach us that the Lord wants us, as His people, to be like Him. 1st Peter 1:  

15&16 says, But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of  

conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. If there was not a holy  

God, there could be no holy people. Another example is found in Ephesians 4:32, And be  

ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's  

sake hath forgiven you. Now I don't know of any scripture where the Lord said in these  

exact words; Be ye faithful, for I am faithful. However, there are many scriptures that  

teach us God expects those to whom he has been faithful, to be faithful unto Him.  

1st Corinthians 4: 1 &2, Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and  

stewards of the mysteries of God.  

Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.  

The scriptures don't tell us that in order to be a minister, a man must have a college  

degree, or be a prolific writer, or be able to get up and speak without ever missing a beat,  

or be extremely healthy. All these things could possibly be an advantage to his ministry,  

but faithfulness is not just advantageous in the ministry, it is required. For any man who  

has been called of God into the ministry, if he is not faithful to Him who called him, any  

and all talents he may have, or accomplishments he has made, will never make up for it.  

In Colossians 1:7 Paul wrote, As ye also learned of Ep'-a-phras our dear  

fellowservant, who is for you a faithful minister of Christ. I don't know much about this  

man named Ep-a-phras. His name is only mentioned three times in scripture, twice in  

the Colossian letter and once in Philemon. I guess you don't have to be popular or well  

known to be a faithful minister of Christ. When you think about this vastly populated  

world we live in, none of us here today are what you would say, "known to all." But  

Christ knows us, and He knows our hearts, and our faithfulness, or unfaithfulness.  

1st Timothy 1:12- And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that  

He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry.  

When Nehemiah counted those men faithful and appointed them as treasurers, or  

when a church appoints someone to be their treasurer, or clerk, or counts men to be  

faithful and ordains them to the office of deacon, I would not dare take any of those tasks  

lightly, because certainly there is a great deal of responsibility that goes with such an  

honor. But those who have been called to the ministry have been counted faithful and  

called by the Lord Himself!! As Paul said, the glorious gospel of the blessed God was  

committed to our trust!!  

Let's consider these questions. What did it mean when Paul wrote to Timothy and  

said that the Lord counted him faithful? Was Paul saying that the Lord saw faithfulness  

in him and because of such insight, entrusted him with the gospel? God does certainly  

know everything there is to know about each one of us. In Psalm 139: 1-3, David wrote, O 

Lord, thou hast searched me and known me. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine  

uprising, thou understandest my 'thought afar off Thou compassest my path and my lying  

down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 



Or was Paul saying that the Lord having called him meant that he was counted  

faithful? Either way, the importance of this is that God has trusted us with His word, and  

that my brethren, is a great responsibility!! It would be bad for someone who had been  

appointed by their church to be treasurer, to deal deceitfully with the churches funds and  

betray the trust placed in them by their church. Or for someone to be chosen as clerk and  

not care enough to even try to keep accurate records for the church, or just discard  

important correspondence that came to them. Brethren, if we are not faithful ministers,  

if we handle the word of God deceitfully, or do not study to show ourselves approved  

unto God that we may be able to rightly divide the word of truth, or perhaps make the  

ministry about us and push our own agenda, we betray the Lord's trust!! 

2nd Corinthians 6:3&4- Giving no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed.  

 But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God… 

1st Timothy 4:14-16- Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by  

prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate upon these things;  

give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed unto thyself,  

and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself,  

and them that hear thee.  

Has this happened to you? Was there a time when the church where you held  

membership took action to ordain you to the full work of the ministry? Did they call a  

presbytery of ordained men together to carry out your ordination, and lay hands on you?  

If this has happened to you, you were counted faithful, by people whom the Lord holds  

in high regard.  

Those who have been ordained to the full work of the ministry, we should do the full  

work of the ministry. We should participate in the things our ordination qualifies us to  

participate in. We should help the churches when they seek our help. Go assist in  

ordaining other brethren, go help with the organization of new churches. Give ourselves  

wholly to these things.  

God bless you all in your ministry! Jesus said: BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH,  

AND I WILL GIVE THEE A CROWN OF LIFE!!  

 


