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Introduction: 

“BONE, is a type of hardened connective tissue, unique to vertebrates.  Bone provides structural support to 

the body and helps the body maintain its overall shape and size.”  Keep in mind, the Master Architect, 

Creator, and Builder of Bones is God (Hebrew Elohim – The object of worship). 

  “The bones, cartilages, and their articulations perform three important functions.  1. The framework to 

support the soft parts is furnished by the skeleton.  2.  The bones are arranged so as to protect some of the 

vital organs.  3. Many movements are possible only because the skeleton furnishes the anchorage for the 

muscles.” 

“Man (Whom God formed out of the dust of the earth, Genesis 2:7) has two unique faculties: the ability 

to stand erect habitually and the ability to grasp effectively because of an opposable thumb.  The 

architecture of the bones is important for the accomplishment of these skills.”  Not only do bones allow 

man to stand erect habitually, but also provide the ability for man to bow in humble prayer before the 

Almighty God. 

“Human newborns have over 270 bones some of which fuse together into a longitudinal axis, the axial 

skeleton, to which the appendicular skeleton is attached.  A typical adult human skeleton consists of 206 

bones.  Individuals may have more or fewer bones than this owing to anatomical variations.  The most 

common variations include additional (i.e. supernumerary) cervical ribs or lumbar vertebra. Sesamoid bone 

number can also vary between individuals. The figure of 206 bones is commonly repeated but must be noted 

to have some peculiarities in its method of counting. Some reliable sesamoid bones (e.g., pisiform) are 

counted, while others (e.g., hallux sesamoids) are not. The number of bones changes with age, as multiple 

ossific nuclei joined by synchondroses fuse into fewer mature bones, a process which typically reaches 

completion in the third decade of life” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_bones_of_the_human_skeleton).  



 

 

(So it would appear to duly note why it is downhill, after 30; or is it?) 

Scripture Lesson:  Genesis 2: 18 - 25. Text verse 23: “And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and 

flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man” (KJV Bible). 

I. The Rib Bone ~ the Wife of a Preacher.   

Words of advice from Wise Men: 

 Choose Your Rib Wisely by seeking Holy Spirit Leadership when choosing a mate.  

 Do you treat her like a ruby, bouquet of flowers, box of candy, or like yourself (dirt or dainty?)? 

Proverbs 31:10 – 31 (Amplified Bible - see below).  Note:  Brothers we can encourage our wives in this 
development, or we can hinder it!  Seek God’s direction in a proper balance of Ministerial Duties, and your 

God Given Gifts on this Earth! (See I Timothy 5: 8). “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for 
those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 

 Your spouse is a unique gift from God.  Hebrew “ish – man”.  “ishshah – woman”.   

1. Eve’s creation was different from the animals’ creation; clearly, she was special! 

2. Ishshah is the Hebrew word for “woman,” and ish is the Hebrew word for “man.”  Adam made a 
distinction in his naming of Eve.  After the transgression of the commandment (see Genesis 2:16 - 17 & 3:6 - 
7), God made a new proclamation (see Genesis 3:16).  Adam then names her “Eve – life”, or the provider 
(ovulater) of the egg with reference to the recipient of the seed of Adam (red earth, dust, clay, or dirt). 

3. Just as Eve was a gift to Adam, your spouse is a gift from God, even in our sinful state.  Thus, thank 

God for His Grace (Romans 5: 20 – 21).  “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound.  But 
where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might 
grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 Receive your spouse – daily!  It means more than just accepting her; it means you embrace the God-
given differences He’s built into each of you.  

 It means remembering every day that moment you joined together at the altar, before God and 
Witnesses – you are each a special gift to the other! 

 Your Wife is not your enemy!  She’s your neighbor, your friend, your body, your flesh, your bones, your 
bride, your critique, your constructive (not destructive) encourager, maybe the Mother of your Children, your 

cheerleader, but not your punching bag!  See Ephesians 5:25 – 33. 

 Receiving your wife is a DAILY choice!  (This means bringing her into your side, and close to your 
heart. Just like receiving an American football into your side before the big hit!) 

II. Spiritually Broken Bones  Psalms 51: 1 – 13. Verse 8 & 12:  “Make me to hear joy and gladness; that 
the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.”…”Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me 
with thy free spirit.”   



 

 

 King David had reminders of broken bones, but his injuries were spiritual, not physical.  After David’s 
moral collapse involving an affair with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband Uriah, God firmly 
disciplined him.  But then David turned to The Heavenly Father and earnestly prayed from the depths of his 
broken heart, “Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.” 

 God’s chastening was so crushing that David felt like his bones were broken.  Yet he trusted that the 
God of grace could both repair his brokenness and rekindle his joy.  In our own failure and sin, it’s a comfort 

to know that God loves us enough to pursue and restore us with His loving discipline (see Hebrews 12: 1 – 

11), especially verse 6: “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourageth every son whom he 
receiveth.” 

III. Bones May Be Viewed as Resurrection Site Markers.  In some cases, bones are the remaining 
resurrection site markers for those that are sleeping in the grave.  We have some Brothers & Sisters in 

Upper Spotsylvania that are awaiting the last trump to rise up from the grave!  (See John 6: 24 – 29). 

 Don’t Let me sleep here, move me to the promise land ~ Joseph.  Could it be Joseph thought…I want 

to be near all of my loved ones and acquaintances when the last trumpet sounds, and all the Dead in 

Christ Shall Rise?  What a meeting in the air! 

Death of Joseph 

NKJV Genesis 50: 22 So Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father’s household. And Joseph lived one 

hundred and ten years. 23 Joseph saw Ephraim’s children to the third generation. The children of Machir, 

the son of Manasseh, were also brought up on Joseph’s knees. 24 And Joseph said to his brethren, “I am 

dying; but God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the land of which He swore to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph took an oath from the children of Israel, saying, “God 

will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” 26 So Joseph died, being one hundred 

and ten years old; and they embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt. 

The Wilderness Way 

Exodus 13: 17 Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by 

way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the people change 

their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.”  18 So God led the people around by way of the 

wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. 19 

And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he had placed the children of Israel under solemn oath, 

saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here with you.” (Surely, He will visit 

again!) 

______________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

Death of Joshua and Eleazar 



 

 

Joshua 24: 29 Now it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, 

died, being one hundred and ten years old. 30 And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at 

Timnath Serah, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north side of Mount Gaash.  

31 Israel served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who 

had known all the works of the Lord which He had done for Israel. 32 The bones of Joseph, which the 

children of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, they buried at Shechem, in the plot of ground which Jacob 

had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one hundred pieces of silver, and which had 

become an inheritance of the children of Joseph. 33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died. They buried him in 

a hill belonging to Phinehas his son, which was given to him in the mountains of Ephraim. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

 Dying with Faith in the Lord 

Hebrews 11: 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when 

he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 22 By faith 

Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions 

concerning his bones. 

IV. The Vision of the Valley of dry bones. Ezekiel 37: 1 - 28.  Verse 3: “And he said unto me, Son of man, 
can these bones live?  And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.” 

 We need to prayerfully preach to dry dead bones, and allow the Holy Spirit to make them come alive. 

 Keep in mind,  “For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 

 What is the cause?  Verse 11 - 14: “Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts. 
Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your 
graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.   And ye shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your 
graves,  And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye 
know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it, saith the LORD.”    

 God has proven time and time again, He can raise the dead dry bones – and He will do it a final time!  

See I Corinthians 15: 50 – 58. 

V. No broken bones here (See John 19: 31 – 37)… Matthew 28: 1 – 10; Mark 16: 1 – 8; Luke 24: 1 – 7 

(v. 5 – 6).; John 20:1 – 18.  (Remembering The Death of Jesus on the Cruel Cross of Calvary) 

 John 19: 31 – 37: “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not 
remain upon the cross on the Sabbath day, (for that Sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that 
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs 
of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he 
was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 



 

 

forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he 
knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be 
fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom 
they pierced.” 

 The Resurrected Bones of Christ:  Thomas Believes… How about you?  John 20: 24 – 29: “But 
Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.  The other disciples 
therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the 
print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.  And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  Then saith he to Thomas, Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing.  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.  Jesus saith unto 
him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed.” 

VI. Just a Little lump of clay, you say?  

 Isaiah 64: 8: “But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, and thou our potter; and we 
all are the work of thy hand.” 

 One day soon, all the dead dry dusty bones will sing!  How?  Isaiah 26:19 – 21: “Thy dead 
men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy 
dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. Come, my people, enter thou into thy 
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be 
overpast.  For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their 
iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain” 

Final Food for Thought:  These bones shall live!   It is my prayer and hope, that we will always have a new 
profound Spiritual method of examining bones.  Although we may become feeble, crippled, battered, in the 
battles against the rulers of darkness, have no fear for at the last trump those boney grave markers will rise 
up!   
Therefore comfort one another with these words: I Thessalonians 4:13 – 18, “But I would not have you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him.  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 31:10 – 31 (Amplified Bible):  

10  A capable, intelligent, and virtuous woman--who is he who can find her? She is far more precious than 

jewels and her value is far above rubies or pearls. 11  The heart of her husband trusts in her confidently and 

relies on and believes in her securely, so that he has no lack of [honest] gain or need of [dishonest] spoil.  

12  She comforts, encourages, and does him only good as long as there is life within her. 13  She seeks out 

wool and flax and works with willing hands [to develop it]. 14  She is like the merchant ships loaded with 



 

 

foodstuffs; she brings her household’s food from a far [country]. 15  She rises while it is yet night and gets 

[spiritual] food for her household and assigns her maids their tasks. 16  She considers a [new] field before 

she buys or accepts it [expanding prudently and not courting neglect of her present duties by assuming 

other duties]; with her savings [of time and strength] she plants fruitful vines in her vineyard. [Song of 

Solomon 8:12.] 17  She girds herself with strength [spiritual, mental, and physical fitness for her God-given 

task] and makes her arms strong and firm. 18  She tastes and sees that her gain from work [with and for 

God] is good; her lamp goes not out, but it burns on continually through the night [of trouble, privation, or 

sorrow, warning away fear, doubt, and distrust]. 19  She lays her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold 

the distaff.  20  She opens her hand to the poor, yes, she reaches out her filled hands to the needy [whether 

in body, mind, or spirit]. 21  She fears not the snow for her family, for all her household are doubly clothed in 

scarlet. 22  She makes for herself coverlets, cushions, and rugs of tapestry. Her clothing is of linen, pure 

and fine, and of purple [such as that of which the clothing of the priests and the hallowed clothes of the 

temple were made]. 23  Her husband is known in the [city’s] gates, when he sits among the elders of the 

land. (Preachers!) 24  She makes fine linen garments and leads others to buy them; she delivers to the 

merchants girdles [or sashes that free one up for service]. 25  Strength and dignity are her clothing and her 

position is strong and secure; she rejoices over the future [the latter day or time to come, knowing that 

she and her family are in readiness for it]!  26  She opens her mouth in skillful and godly Wisdom, and on 

her tongue is the law of kindness [giving counsel and instruction]. (Especially to the Younger Sisters!) 27  

She looks well to how things go in her household, and the bread of idleness (gossip, discontent, and self-

pity) she will not eat.  28  Her children rise up and call her blessed (happy, and fortunate); and her 

husband boasts of and praises her, [saying],  29  Many daughters have done virtuously, nobly, and well [with 

the strength of character that is steadfast in goodness], but you excel them all.  30  Charm and grace are 

deceptive, and beauty is vain [because it is not lasting], but a woman who reverently and worshipfully fears 

the Lord, she shall be praised! (At the lunch break, all of us better march right in there and tell our 

Wives how beautiful they are – NOW!)  31  Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise 

her in the gates [of the city]! 
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