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Old Union Baptist Ministers’ School 
March 27, 2013 

 

“INTEGRITY: Yours, Mine, and Ours” 
By 

Elder Danny Chandler 

Lesson Scripture: Daniel 6: 1-5 

Dan 6:1  It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be 

over the whole kingdom;  

Dan 6:2  And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give 

accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.  

Dan 6:3  Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent 

spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.  

Dan 6:4  Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the 

kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was 

there any error or fault found in him.  

Dan 6:5  Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it 

against him concerning the law of his God.  

 

 

INTEG'RITY, n. [L. integritas, from integer.] (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary) The entire, unimpaired 

state of any thing, particularly of the mind; moral soundness or purity; incorruptness; uprightness; 

honesty. Integrity comprehends the whole moral character, but has a special reference to 

uprightness in mutual dealings, transfers of property, and agencies for others. 

 

Wikipedia: The word "integrity" stems from the Latin adjective integer (whole, complete).
[2]

In this 

context, integrity is the inner sense of "wholeness" deriving from qualities such as honesty and 

consistency of character. As such, one may judge that others "have integrity" to the extent that 

they act according to the values, beliefs and principles they claim to hold. 

 

Note: The word “integrity” does not occur in the New Testament, but its equivalents may be seen in 

“sincerity,” “truth,” the “pure heart,” the “single eye,” etc. It is equivalent to being honest, sincere, 

genuine, and is fundamental to true character.  

 

INTRODUCTION:  It can be easily seen from the above definitions that when we talk about the 

need for “integrity” in the man of God, we are casting a wide net that encompasses all that we are 

and all that we profess to be, The old adage, “practice what you preach” really does apply and even 

though it is applicable to “all” Christians, it is especially essential in a preacher.  There can be no 

more hurtful, hindering and humiliating effect upon the advancement of the gospel than that which 

results from a preacher without personal integrity.  It is true that none of us are perfect in this mortal 

state, but it is also true that “…greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.” So, by the 

continual aid of the Holy Spirit and always keeping in mind our high calling, it is possible to walk 

circumspectly before the world in all aspects of our life so as not to hinder the gospel, destroy the 

trust and confidence of those we have watch over, and most certainly not to destroy our own 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honesty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moral_character
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ministry by irreparable actions. Always bear in mind that there is no such thing as a “minor” laps in 

integrity.  Any lapse has consequences, and those consequences are always negative, never positive.   

 

I. THE BIBLE IS A BOOK OF INTEGRITY 

 

1. The “progressive revelation” of the character of God is designed to bring man to an 

understanding of moral uprightness in thought, will and corresponding action. We know 

these as the “attributes” of God 

a. Natural: Self-existence; Eternal;  Unity; Immutability; Omnipresence; 

Omnipotence; Omniscience. 

b. Moral: Goodness; Justice; Veracity; Wisdom; Mercy. 

  

2. That which is know of God through “revelation” and “inspiration” of scripture 

throughout the Old Testament is visualized and personified in the New Testament as 

God becomes incarnate and demonstrates before men His perfection. 
a. Joh 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. Joh 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. Heb 1:1  

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by 

the prophets, Heb 1:2  Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath 

appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; Heb 1:3  Who being the 

brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by 

the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 

hand of the Majesty on high;  

 

3. The Hebrew religion taught Integrity ! Not in the abstract, but as manifest in real life. 

a. The Moral Law ( Ten Commandments)  

b. The Civil Law 

 

4. The Bible characters are living examples of men and women who conducted their 
lives with Integrity, and yet it is always careful to point out the consequences which 

followed any lapse in that integrity 

a. Joseph- who though mistreated and abused by his brothers did not carry a grudge 

nor did he seek to get revenge.  But instead rose above their pettiness and stood 

out with character as he returned good for evil. 

b. Moses - having undertaken the enormous task of leading the children of Israel 

from Egypt into the promised land, stood on his integrity when slandered by the 

people that he had sold them out for gain.  

c. Paul and Silas – though beaten unmercifully for their preaching of the gospel and 

cast into a dungeon to perish, they took no advantage of an opportunity to escape, 

which would have surely cost the jailor his life. Instead they stayed restrained 

and showed that their character was above that of common men and reflected the 

high integrity of the One they preached as the “savior of the world”.  
d. Heb 11:32  And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and 

of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the 

prophets:  Heb 11:33  Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, 

obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions……. 
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5. Daniel was a man of Integrity! 

a. He had an excellent spirit in him …Dan. 6:3 

b. His life brought him honor and therefore honor to God!  Dan. 6:3.   

c. The King saw that his kingdom could be stolen from him if he didn’t get the right 

man in the job. That is why he sought out a man he could trust. Daniel 

 

6. There are two kinds of test that will measure a man’s integrity. These two tests will 

separate the professors from the possessors and will show the whole world if they really 

are what they claim to be. 

a. Adversity – When the bottom has dropped out and everything you have worked 

for, dreamed of and fought for is on the way down the drain. Those you have 

trusted have betrayed you, your finances are no longer solvent and the bills keep 

mounting up while the income has dried up! 

b. Prosperity – That’s when you’ve been set over the whole realm and been given 

the keys to the kingdom. You are promoted to  “top dog” .  Some “King Darius” 

has just come down and given you a blank check and a wet pen and said “you’re 

in charge. Have at it”.  

 

7. Prosperity is far more dangerous than adversity.   
a. Abraham Lincoln said: “Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to 

test a man’s character give him power.”   

b. John Edward Acton: “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts 

absolutely. Great men are almost always bad men."  

 

8. Daniel Was Tested In Prosperity 

a. Finances: They did audits; they did bank searches; they did Credit Checks; they 

did income Tax Reviews; They broke into his office and pulled up numbers on 

his computer; they rummaged through his files; they checked his brief case when 

he wasn’t looking.  THEY FOUND NOTHING ! 

b. Moral Life: They looked for an affair with a mistress; They checked his police 

record; they watched him at the magazine stand to see what kind of magazines he 

bought; they spied on him at the video shop to see if he went into the “adult 

section” ; they checked his Ntflix account to see what he rented; they did a 

history search on his computer to see what sites he was visiting; they interviewed 

his neighbors and business associates to see if there was any smut they could find 

on him.  THEY FOUND NOTHING ! 

c. There was not an occasion for fault in him.  HE HAD INTEGRITY ! 

 

 

II. THREE OBSERVATIONS ABOUT INTEGRITY 

 

1. True Integrity Does What Is Right, Even When No One is Looking. 

a. The ministry is a “character profession”.   
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b. You can sleep around and still be a good heart surgeon.  You can cheat on your 

wife and still be a good lawyer.  But you can’t do those things and maintain a 

ministry that honors God.  

c. Clean up or Get Out ! 

 

2. Real Integrity Stays In Place in Adversity or Prosperity. 
a. Job_2:3  And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that 

there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, 

and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me 

against him, to destroy him without cause.  

 

3. Broken Integrity Forfiets the Right To Lead! 

a. David ; Solomon; Saul 

b. Paul feared to be a castaway  Co 9:27  But I keep under my body, and bring it into 

subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 

castaway.  

 

III. WHAT ABOUT YOUR INTEGRITY ? 

 

1. If You are Financially Unaccountable, You Lack Integrity! 

a. If you are behind on your bills, get rid of the cell phone; sell the flat screen TV; 

stop wasting money on cigarettes; give up those stops at McDonalds for a Big 

Mac, trade in that SUV for a used Volkswagen, and get some financial help!!   

People won’t trust a man for advice on their soul if they can’t trust him with 

money. 

b. We have had preachers right here in this school that have gone to the mission 

fields and wasted away the precious gifts that faithful churches and individuals 

have sent to them.  Then when the money ran out they came home and said, 

“well I guess God is done with me on that field, I’ll just hang around here and fill 

some appointments till I can get some more money then I’ll go back out”.  

Brethren, if your burden was heavy enough to drive you out to that field, you’d 

better find some way to stay there even if you have to “make tents” or “flip 

burgers” instead of eating them.   

c. Can you be trusted to make a square deal when selling cars, boats, trucks, 

motorcycles, etc?  Or do you operate under the philosophy “let the buyer 

beware”?  

 

2. If Your Personal Morality Is Not Equal To The Standards You Preach, You Lack 

Integrity ! 

a. You can’t preach about honesty and truthfulness and cheat on your income taxes 

or inflate the price of a dinner you turn in on company expenses.    

b. You can’t preach about faithfulness to your spouse and be cozying up to another 

woman, even in a plutonic relationship!  I don’t care who you are or how strong 

you think you are, you tempt that dog inside of you enough and he WILL bite ! 
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c. You can’t preach that a man should love his wife as Christ loved the church and 

gave his life for her and then abuse your wife and kids by a domineering spirit 

and  heavy hand that drives them instead of leads them! 

 

3. If You Abuse Your Position of Trust In The Church, In Private or In Business to 

advance yourself personally, You Lack Integrity! 

a. As a Leader; Counselor and Teacher, you are in a position of trust where 

vulnerable souls will be at your mercy.  If you manipulate them in any way to a 

personal advantage, be it financial, sexual or career motivated, you are a predator 

and not only should be run out of the ministry, but you should be prosecuted to 

the fullest extent allowable under the law.   

b. Psa 15:1  LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

Psa 15:2  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth 

in his heart.  Psa 15:3  He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his 

neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. Psa 15:4  In whose eyes a 

vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth 

to his own hurt, and changeth not.  Psa 15:5  He that putteth not out his money to usury, 

nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.  
 

4. Your Integrity Affects All Other Men’s Ministries. 

a.  As much as we don’t like it, we are all lumped together by the world and one 

rotten apple spoils the whole bunch.  Paul said something similar when he said 

“Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump”?  

 

 

IV. WHAT ABOUT MY  INTEGRITY? 

 

1. You Have A Right To Expect Me To Live By The Same Standard I Expect of You.      
a. My ministry is my responsibility to preserve and use to God’s Glory. In order to 

do that I must respect it, protect it and promote it in every aspect of my life. 

Otherwise God is brought to shame and I have added to your burden as you must 

then do “damage control” 

b. I truly believe that the dignity of the messenger precedes the dignity of the 

message.   

 

2. Financial Integrity: Some say it is no body’s business about my finances, but I say it 

 is everybody’s business to know that we have nothing to hide.   

a. We live in a society where religion is for sale and many are merchandising in the 

souls of men.   

b. 52% of Americans recently polled doubt all appeals for Religious contributions. I 

don’t want my ministry tainted with that accusation. 

c.  If I am going to council others, I must first have my own house in order. Part of 

our responsibility to help our flock is to council them, and if there is any area that 

can lead to a family breakdown and eventual divorce, it is finances. 
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3.  Personal Integrity: My policy is “open door” to my church family and my preacher 

brethren and all who have questions. I will answer all questions as honestly as I can. My 

life is a fish bowl.  You are welcome to look.  

  

4. Doctrinal Integrity:  Tit 2:7  In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine 

shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Tit 2:8  Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that 

he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.  

a. We who have been ordained have been interrogated by those of our brethren who 

found us sound in the faith. Otherwise, I am confident our individual churches 

would not have completed the Ordination.  We need to regularly take inventory 

and reconfirm in our hearts and minds that we are still the men we were when we 

were found sound in the faith.   If not, we ought to turn in our credentials and 

quit creating a squabble among the rest of the brethren.   

 

V. WHAT ABOUT OUR INTEGRITY? 

 

1. Our Individual Integrity Is The Corporate Integrity Of The Body 

a. A chain is only as strong as its weakest link.  

b. The reputation of the Lord Jesus is enhanced or diminished by the way His 

“espoused” Bride conducts herself in the world. Like it or not, we as ministers 

“officially” represent that Bride to the world. Her reputation is tied to our 

conduct just as the Lord’s is tied to her conduct.    

c. The reputation and effectiveness of Old Union Ministers’ School is seen, known, 

and evaluated by others based on the actions of each individual preacher.  

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

1. We should each be able to say with an honest heart, the same words  as David : Psa 26: 1-

11: Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; 

therefore I shall not slide.   Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. For 

thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. I have not sat with vain 

persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and 

will not sit with the wicked.  I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, 

O LORD: That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 

LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honour dwelleth. 

Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men: In whose hands is mischief, and 

their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be 

merciful unto me.  My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD 

 

2. The greatest intent of Satan is not to kill the man of God, least he be a dead martyr, 

but to cripple him so he is a living testimony to failure and a guide to hell.  

 

 


