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THINGS WE OUGHT TO DO"
Elder Dannv Holland

Scripture Lesson---Matthew 23 :23
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment , mercy, and faith:
these ought ye to have done , and not to leave the other undone .

INTRODUCTION
Scribes and Pharisees were two largely distinct groups, though presumably some scribes
were Pharisees. Scribes were copyist of Scripture and teachers of the Law. They also
kept records of work done, goods paid, prices and costs of items, of profits and losses.
They drew up contracts and will and much record keeping. A few were priests, some
were Sadducees, but most were Pharisees. The Pharisees (name in Hebrew means
separated by good works) were the ruling class of Judaism in New Testament times.
They were the most vocal and most influential. Jesus often called them hypocrites,
because they did not practice what they preached. Often they followed not according to
the Word of God, but to the traditions of their fathers. Jesus was quick to note things
they ought to have done. He told them that tithing was colnmendable (even to the
grinding of these herbs), but the weightier matters of Salvation was much more
important. Jesus said they must flrst cleanse that which is within the cup and platter
(soul). He likened them to whited sepulchers, fuIl of dead men's bones and uncleanness.
Referring to them as serpents and a generation of vipers.

Looking at some things we ought to do, ought is used as a verb. It is often an auxiliary
or helping verb. Other verbs may be added to make its fi,rnction clearer. It is used to
indicate a desirable or expected state. It can also express a moral obligation or duty. In
today's language many use the word "should" instead of ought.
In Matthew 23, Jesus is speaking to the multitude. This message was universal and
applied to a]l. God is no respecter of persons (Matt. 3:9). However today, it is my
blessed privilege and happy honor to stand and try to preach to my brothers and fellowlabors in the ministry of Jesus Christ. The foundation for my thought today is some
things that we (you and me, saved individuals, members of the Lord's Church, and
preachers called by the Lord and entrusted with a sacred duty to preach the Gospel
message) ought to do.

1)

We Ought To Obey God Rather Than Men.

Acts 5:29---Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said , We ought to
obey God rather than men.

I Cor. 2:l-5-- And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. For I determined
not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified . And I
was with you in weakness, and in fea4 and in much trembling. And my speech
and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
Acts 3:12--And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, Ye men of
Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our
own power or holiness we had made this man to walk ?

I Cor. 3:6-9*- I have planted , Apollos watered ; but God gave the increase . So
then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth ; but God that
giveth the increase . Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every
man shall receive his own reward accordirg to his own labour. For we are
labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

2)

l|/e Ought To Pray In Order To Speak Boldly The Ir[ysteries Of The Gospel.
Romans 8:26---Likewise the Spirit also helpeth otr infirmities: for we know
not what we should pray for as we ought : but the Spirit itself maketh
intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

Lvke l2:12---For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye
ought to say .
Eph. 6:18-20*-Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;
And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth
boldly , to make known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an
ambassador in bonds: that therein I may speak boldly , as I ought to speak .

3)

We Ought To Study The Word of God.

II Tim. 2:15--Study to

shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

Heb. 4:12---For the word of God is quick , and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of
the joints and marrow, and is a discemer ofthe thoughts and intents of the heaft.

I Peter 1:23*-Being born again , not of comrptible seed, but of incomrptible, by
the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.
Luke 1:t,2---Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a
declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, Even as
they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewifiresses, and
ministers of the word:

II Tim 4:13---The cloke that I left at Troas with carpus, when thou comest , bring
with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.
II Tim. 3:16,17*-AJl scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
4)

We Ought To Love One Another.

Psalm 133--- Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down
upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;
As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of
zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

I John 3:16--Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
PhtL.2:3:-Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than themselves.
Acts 20:36-38---And when he had thus spoken , he kneeled down , and prayed
with them a1l. And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed him,
Sorrowing most of all for the words which he spake , that they should see his face
no more. And they accompanied him unto the ship.
Romans 10:14,15-:How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed ? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard ? and
how shall they hear without apreacber ? And how shall they preach, except they
be sent ? as it is written , How beautifirl are the feet of them that preach the gospel
of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

Conclusion
We ought to desire to hear the words of Jesus, as he taught in Matthew 25,vrhenour life
is finished on this earth. In the parable of the talents, verse 21 states...Well done, thou
good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. The Apostle Paul expressed his last
thoughts to Timothy in this manner...But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions , do
the work of an evangelist, make fulIproof of thy ministry. For I am now ready to be
offered , and the time of my departure is at hand . I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to
me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. II Timothy 4:5-8

Let us pray for and encowage each other as we labor in the work God has placed us in.
And one day in Glory, we can cast our crowns before the Throne of God to honor our
Savior Christ the Lord.
Rev. 4:10,11---The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne,
and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne,
saying , Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created .
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