
Change and the Church 

Introduction: Scripture Lesson: Ezra 3: 10 - 13; Luke 14: 6 - 23 

Change - 

to alter, barter, to pass on, to put and to slide by. 

Church - 

 A house consecrated to the worship of God, among Christians; the Lords house. This seems to be the 

original meaning of the word. The Greek, to call out or call together, denotes an assembly or collection.           

Baptized believers that follow the commandments of God, neither stagnant nor inactive in accomplishing 

the will of God for his Church. 

Tradition -  

 

1. Delivery; the act of delivering into the hands of another. 

 

2. The delivery of opinions,doctrines, practices,rites and customs from father to son, or from ancestors to 

posterity; the transmission of any opinions or practice from forefathers to descendants by oral 

communication, without written memorials. Thus children derive their vernacular language chiefly from 

tradition. Most of our early notions are received by tradition from our parents. 

 

3. That which is handed down from age to age by oral communication. The Jews pay great regard to 

tradition in matters of religion, as do the Romanists. Protestants reject the authority of tradition in sacred 

things, and rely only on the written word. Traditions may be good or bad, true or false. 

TRADI'TIONALLY, adv. By transmission from father to son, or from age to age; as an opinion or 

doctrine traditionally derived from the apostles, is of no authority. 

Mat 15:3-9  But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by 

your tradition?  (4)  For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth 

father or mother, let him die the death.  (5)  But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or his mother, It 

is a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me;  (6)  And honour not his father or his mother, he 

shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.  (7)  Ye 

hypocrites, well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying,  (8)  This people draweth nigh unto me with their 

mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.  (9)  But in vain they do worship 

me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. 

 

Tradition based on the word of God is good, although it is better called Doctrine. 

 

2Th 2:13-15  But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, 

because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 

belief of the truth:  (14)  Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  (15)  Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, 

whether by word, or our epistle. 

 

 

 



In this lesson we would like to look at the change of Society and that of the church. 

IF you go to Japan and use the same tone in preaching we do every Sunday you would offend, not the 

gospel would, but you would offend them.  

 

     1st: God nor his commandments has ever or will ever change..  

  Psa 33:11  The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. 

 

Psa 119:89-91  LAMED. For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven.  (90)  Thy faithfulness is unto 

all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth.  (91)  They continue this day according to 

thine ordinances: for all are thy servants. 

 

Mal 3:6  For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

 

Heb 13:8  Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

 

     2nd: Although God does not change, society has and People have changed.  

  There are many different means of serving and praising the Lord.  

  Song -  

 Psa_66:1  To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm. Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands:  

Psa_81:1  To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of Asaph. Sing aloud unto God our strength: 

make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob.  

Psa_95:1  O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.  

Psa_95:2  Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with 

psalms.  

Psa_98:4  Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all the earth: make a loud noise, and rejoice, and sing 

praise.  

Psa_98:6  With trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before the LORD, the King.  

Psa_100:1  A Psalm of praise. Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.  

 

Joyful noise - roo-ah' 

A primitive root; to mar (especially by breaking); figuratively to split the ears (with sound), that is, shout 

(for alarm or joy): 

 

In Helping the Community - 

 Caring for the need of the poor -  

Luk 3:11  He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; 

and he that hath meat, let him do likewise. 

 



Luk 14:12-14  Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call not 

thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they also bid thee again, 

and a recompence be made thee.  (13)  But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, 

the blind:  (14)  And thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be 

recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 

 

Mat 25:35-36  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 

stranger, and ye took me in:  (36)  Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in 

prison, and ye came unto me. 

 

Orphans - Jas 1:27  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 

and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 

 

Widows - 1Ti 5:16  If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not 

the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed. 

 

 

Teaching the things of God. 

 

Marriage 

Finances 

How to raise a Christian child in an unchristian world.    

 

Education - 

Church - What do we really know about the word of God?  

Members - are babes in Christ.  

Preachers - are we educated to defend our beliefs? 

 

Our Children - What do we teach them. 

Going to church on Sundays, is it enough to make them able Christians. 

Christians and community schools. 

 

Why we change -  

1Co 9:19-23  For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain 

the more.  (20)  And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under 

the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;  (21)  To them that are without 

law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ,) that I might gain them 

that are without law.  (22)  To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am made all 

things to all men, that I might by all means save some.  (23)  And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I 

might be partaker thereof with you. 

 

I am not saying we need to build basketball courts or anything to that extent. But what do we do to offer 

to the change of society that we may bring them in.. 

We have failed to conform to the needs of the lost world by not fulfilling the commandments of God's 

Word.   

 


