
 

 

Reasonable Expectations 

Reading lesson:  

2 Timothy 1:8-11  8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his 
prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;  9 
Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began,  10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:  11 
Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  

1 Timothy 1:12   And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted 
me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 

Thought: We are the servants of God, bought and paid for with the precious blood of Christ. 
We are called, not because we are special, but because God has an eternal purpose in our 
service to Him. And he has enabled us, through His power, to fulfill his reasonable 
expectations of us. 

Gods Eternal Purpose in the Church 

• God exists in eternity. He is not a man, in that He needs anything. Everything that He does 
is either according to His own good pleasure or according to His Law. 

• He determined within Himself, according to His own good pleasure, to create all that we 
know and all that there is. He accomplished this with the power of His Word. 

• Scripture tells us that He engaged in a pre-determinate council and had fore-knowledge of 
the events of time.  

• He fore-knew, that even though He created Man in His image and in His likeness, perfect, 
pure, holy, without spot or blemish, that Man would ultimately be disobedient and would 
sin against Him. According to God’s Law, the wages of sin are death. And so Man was 
judged worthy of death. 

• It was not in God’s purpose to create Man and then simply destroy him, but rather to 
exercise Grace toward him and give him the opportunity and ability to regain the Holy 
estate from which he had fallen. 

• Before the foundations of the world were laid, God put into effect a plan that preceded 
time, compassed the whole of time and would be fulfilled after the ending of time. It took 
into account His good pleasure, His Law, the fallen state of Man and His own Honor and 
Glory. It was His determination that Man could be reconciled through the sacrificial death 



of one that was pure, holy, without spot or blemish and was able to offer themselves 
knowingly and freely. And it must be one born among Men, in His image and in His 
likeness, perfect, pure, holy, without spot or blemish 

• Because there are none good, it was necessary that God Himself would provide the 
sacrifice. 

• In the fullness of time God sent His Son into the world, to take on the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and suffer the temptations common to Man yet without sin. His obedience to God in 
all points of the Law were required in order for Him to please God and be the all sufficient 
sacrifice. This He accomplished and pleased God. He said “A body hast though prepared 
me” and Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 

• In offering Himself for sin and his sacrifice being found to satisfy God’s good pleasure and 
His Law, all power was given Him in heaven and in earth. Through this He commissioned 
His Church and gave them authority in the world to carry His name. 
 

 

Ephesians 5:23-32    

• Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.   
• The church is subject unto Christ,  
• As Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;   
• That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word 
• That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish 
• For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the 

Lord the church:  30 For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.  31 
For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 
wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning 
Christ and the church. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:20   For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's. 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson Text 

Genesis 24:1-4   Genesis 24:1 And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and the LORD 
had blessed Abraham in all things.  2 And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his house, 
that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh:  3 And I will make 
thee swear by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take 
a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell:  4 But thou shalt 
go unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 

As servants of God, we are charged with the procurement and watch care of His Bride. Seeing 
then Who we serve, His power, His Authority, His love for the Church, His love for Man and the 
charge He has given us what manner of persons we ought be 

1 Timothy 4:12  Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

All of the things that we as ministers are to teach and affirm among the people are incumbent 
upon us first. All of the scriptures that we teach and preach of putting off the old Man and 
putting on the new should be tried by us first so that we have first-hand knowledge and 
therefore be more apt in our teaching. This is the reasonable expectation of God. 

If we discharge our duty, we have a reasonable expectation of God. 

1 Peter 5:4  4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. 


