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Habakkuk 2:1-4  
I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what 
he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. 

  And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it. 

 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie:  
though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his 
faith. 

I. The Beginning, End, and Seasons of Days.

1. Scripture declares a beginning of days.

Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of 
       the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 
And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the 
      darkness. 
And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the
           evening and the morning were the first day.

One of the elements of creation, made for man, is time.  

2. God's creation, including time, but excluding man who was made in the image of 
the eternal God, shall be destroyed.  

II Peter 3:10-12
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the     
              heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements 

shall melt with  fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up. 

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons 
  ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, 
Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens 
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

3. Since there is a beginning and end of days (both of the world and ourselves) we 
are taught to number our days and use them wisely.

Psalm 90:12
 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

Ephesians 5:15, 16
See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 
Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.
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4. Divine will divides these days into seasons.

Ecclesiastes 3:1
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven:

A. Our lives are divided into seasons;  there is a time to be born and a time to 
die; a time to plant and a time to pluck up; a time to weep and a time to 

laugh; a time to keep silence and a time to speak; etc.  It is 
important know the seasons--through the leadership of Determiner of 
Seasons.

B. Days, from the beginning to the end, are divided into seasons.  For 
example:  during the Old Testament, God most often manifested 

himself through the office of the Father; during the ministry of 
Jesus God most often manifested himself in the office of the Son; 
and, after the Son returned to the Father another Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit, has most often manifested the presence of God among men. 
And, for example, Israel was very different in the days of David and 
Solomon and the days of Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

5. Every man, in his season has his responsibility to God, and to his generation.

If I live another four years, I will have been saved 60 years.  Sixty years is 1% of 
all the time since creation.  Furthermore, that 60 years represents 3% of the 
history of the Lord's church.  Surely I, and we all that have been born again and 
still in the realm of time, bear a significant responsibility to God and our 
generation.

II. Serving Our Generation.
Acts 13:36, 37
For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, 
fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: 
But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.

In Psalm 16:10 David wrote, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt  
thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption."  He was referring to Christ as was Paul 
in Acts 13:36, 37.

1. How do we serve our generation?
Even though we are citizens of heaven, as we pass though life as pilgrims we 
should serve our generation.

A. It is not being a slave to it.  The fashion of the world continually changes, 
the gospel is the same to all generations.  We are made kings and 

priests unto God.  We should be the master of our generation and 
not a slave to it.  The best example--Jesus Christ.

B. It is not fleeing from the world.  The command is to go into the world.  We 
are to go forward and fight.
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C. It is doing the ordinary duties of life.  David held a shepherd's staff before 
he held the King's scepter.  Serving personal abitions is not serving 
one's generation. 

D. It is being ready when God leads.  David had kept his father's sheep, 
and fought the lion and the bear.  When the need arose, he took 

five stones from the brook to face Goliath, and his four 
brothers if necessary.  He was ready and full of faith in God that he 
would prevail. 

E. It is maintaining true religion.  True saving religion is a religion of love, 
faith, works, prayer, and self-denial.  Spreading this true religion 

is a sure way to serve our own needy generation.

F. It is to serve our generation all of our life.  Intending to serve is not 
sufficient.  Serving part time is not sufficient.  

2Chronicles 34:33  
And Josiah took away all the abominations out of all the countries that 

pertained to the children of Israel, and made all that were 
present in Israel to serve, even to serve the LORD their God. And all 
his days they departed not from following the LORD, the God of 
their fathers. 

G. It is preparing those who come after us.  David did not build the temple 
but did prepare for Solomon to do so.

2. Who in our generation are we to serve?
We are to serve all of our generation. 
A. We are debtor to our sinful race.

Romans 1:14
I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, 

and to the unwise.

B. We are to serve the Lord's flock.

John 21:15-17
So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 

knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 

me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  
He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 

He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 
Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest 

thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 
knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.
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i. Feed my sheep--the older sheep; comfort and strengthen them; 
console them, cheer them, respect and love them; learn 

from their experiences.
ii. Feed my sheep--the strongest sheep; support them in their labors; 

strengthen them to carry their burdens in the heat of the 
day.

iii. Feed my lambs--children are the most reachable and impressible.  
They have, statistically, the longest time left to serve the 

Lord.  Reach out to sinners "in the days of" their "youth," and 
strive to teach young Christians about the wonders of 
Godliness.

III.  The Minister's Service To His Generation.
Habakkuk 2:1-4
I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what 
he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. 

  And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it. 

 For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie:  
though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

  Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: but the just shall live by his  
faith.

1. The qualifications and attitude of the minister servant.

A. He must receive a commission from God.

Ezekiel 33:7
So thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house 

of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and 
warn them from me.

Additionally, the servant cannot teach others until he, himself, is taught of 
God.  The servant must continue always waiting upon (listening to) God 

to receive from Him the message to be delivered.

B. The minister servant must, therefore, have an attentive attitude.

"I will stand my watch, and set myself on the tower, and will watch to 
see what He will say unto me."

If the minister servant has deaf ears, he cannot be surprised at having no 
message to deliver.  God can speak through his Word, through 

providence, and especially directly through the Holy Spirit. 
The minister servant must  grasp every word.

C. The ministger servant must have a patient attitude.  Habakkuk says, "I 
will stand my watch."

"I will guard everything within the limits of my post and quit my post only 
when properly releived."--1st General Order of the Guard, U.S. Army.
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The minister servant must set himself in the tower with an open Bible and 
a prayerful heart to get the message from God.  Otherwise he delivers his 

own invention.

D. A solitary attitude is often required of the minister servant.  The church 
may be asleep.  His most favored Apostles could not watch with 

the Chief Shepherd even one hour as He endured the agony in 
Gethsemane alone.  The minister servant needs time alone with 
his God.  At times, others will refer to the minister as hot-headed, 
zealous, foolish, etc.  His reply should be, "I will set myself upon 
the tower," and I will still watch.

E. The minister servant must be totally engrossed in this one matter.  It is 
his reason for being.  He should present himself to God as a clean 

white sheet of paper for God to write upon.

F. Habakkuk was and all minister servants must be entirely submissive to 
the will of God.  He must hear what God says, not what he want to 

hear.

G. Habakkuk was practical--he expected to be reproved by men.  The speaker 
of truth can reasonably expect reproof.

H. Get away to your watchtowers!

2. The minister servant's work.

Habakkuk 2:2
And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon 
tables, that he may run that readeth it.

A. First is to see the vision.  The minister servant must wait to see what God 
would say unto him.

B. The Habakkuk was to "write the vision."  He was to make it known.  The 
"vision" here is specially to let others see.

C. The minister servant must present the truth in as permanent a means as 
possible: "write the vision."  He should strive to leave the Truth 

deeply engraved upon the memory of the hearer (or reader).

D. The minister servant must make it plain.  In warning men of an 
impending disaster the watchman does not feel compelled to make 

an eloquent speech.

E. The minister servant must make the message practical.  The message 
must become personal.  Sinners must know that they are facing 

the wrath of God.  Christians must realize that time is short to work 
in the Master's vineyard.
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3. The truth is yet to be manifested.
The Gospel is the good story of the promises of God.  "The just shall live by faith."

Habakkuk 2:3
For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not 
lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.

A. Every promise of God will be fulfilled at its appointed time.  The minister 
servant carries the word of the Great Prophet.

B. Every promise of God is absolutely certain to be fulfilled.  The minister 
servant must live based upon his absolute belief in the message.

C. Sometimes the truth of God tarries.  The world waited 4,000 years for the 
Messiah to come.  We now wait for His second, glorious coming. 

Even if it is yet to come, the minister servant must preach it as the 
absolute truth that it is.

D. The minister servant must stand in the tower watching even if troubles 
and cares multiply, and people become impatient in waiting.  He 

watches and waits for the unfolding of God's purposes.

IV.  What Happens When Our Watching (Service) Is Finished?
Acts 13:36
For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep,  
and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:

A. David did not sleep until his work was finished.  Don't be in a hurry to go 
home.  Longevity is given by God for greater opportunity to serve 

one's generation.  "Whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord; whether we live, 
therefore, or die, we are the Lord's."

B. David's dying was like going to sleep.

Ecclesiastes 7:1
A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than 
the day of one's birth.

The house of mourning is better than the house of feasting.

Ecclesiastes 7:2
It is better to go the house of mourning, than to go to the house of 

feasting:  for that is the end of all men; and the living will lay it  
to his heart.

C. Not all shall sleep.

I Corinthians 15:51, 52
Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, 
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 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

. . . and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?                                                    Esther 4:14  
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