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EVANGELISM
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We wish to explore three New Testament words which are contained in the title
thought.

i) élmqeﬁxov {eh-yoo-ang-gel-ee-on) - #2098 in Strong's Concordance and Thayer's
Lexicon : Derived from (y€Aog (dng'gel-as) - #32 - "messenger” - transhiterated
rangel”, or CyEAm (Gng-gel'd) - "I announce” (a message), AND ed fehyoo) -
#2095 - "well” (or "good"” when used as a prefix). Thus it is literally the "good
message.” This word has been transiated "gospei” 67 times in our King James Version
Bibles and otherwise 10 more times. 11 is the message of Jesus' provision of his
cleansing blood for the salvation of the hwman race.

Z)H,Jcngﬁh’gm (eh-yoo-ing-gei-eedz’'-G) - #2097 {as abave) - A VERB form of the
preceding nown which could have been transiiterated "I evangeliize,® but was not. We
do not have a verb form of our noun "gospel,” the usual translation of cvoryehiov. We
do nk speak of “gospelling” someone,

This word has been transiated "preach the gospel” 22 times in the KJ. V. New
Testament, simply "preach™ 23 times more, of communicating “good tidings" of our
Savior's coming 6 times, with 4 four other miscellaneous translations. Its literal
meaming is fo "commusnicate the good messape™ of God's special Savior.

3) e;xrnelm'm'g {eh-voo-ing-gel-ees-tace') - #2099 is a nown which refers to special
heralds of the good message, properly transliterated "evangelist” three imes (and never
otherwise): (Acts 21:8,; Ephesians 4:11. and 2nd Timothy 4:3)

Ephesians 4:11 tells us of four categories of New Testament ministers of the word, God-
called and God-gifted for that calling: Apostles; Prophets; Evangelists; and Pastors
and Teachers (one category - a pastor MUST be "apt to teach” - that is, and able
teacher)

Acts 21:8 refers to "Philip the evangelist.” We will use the Biblical record of Philip's
ministry of the word io examine the work of a God-called "evangelist.”

A) He "preached Christ" - #2784 — xnpuvocw (kay-roos’-0) - "proclaimed (publicly) or
heralded” - to the Samaritans. (Acts 8:5)

B) *The people with one accord gave heed unto thase things which Philip spake.” -
Literally "... to that which Philip said." What did he say in "preaching Christ?"



He communicated the gaspel, the good message, by preaching (or procigiming) it to
them. They undersiood God’s good message, believing with their hearts. Thus, it
became to them "power (enabling) of God wrio salvation™ (Romans 1:16)

A deaf man cannot hear a preacher @ all, but if by some means the gospe!l is
commuriicated to his mind, God's Holy Spirit can apply it to his undertanding heart, so
that he can repent and believe acceptably, and be saved by this means.

Acts 8:12 refers to the Samaritan people who believed Philip "evangelizing
(KNPUOOW - "preaching” or "proclaiming” was nol used here) concerning the Kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus Christ” being baptized.

What is more important than a big “revival?™ One soul! God led Philip o leave
the Samaritan revival with Peter and John and intercept the path of the homeward-bound
Ethiopian ewmuch, whom he “evangelized” regarding "Jesus® in his chariot. (again,
coopErlm is used instead of xpUGow ). He communicated to him the gospel of
Jesus. (Insert Archibald Alexander's experience?)

Afier the emunch was baptized and "wenl on his way rejoicing,” the Holy Spirit
led Philip 1o "evangelize™ (cvoyeAlm not xnpoocw) all the cities from Azotus to
Caesarea

Many vears later, Paufmmdmthehmeq'"?’b!@rkmehﬂ" who by this
time had four virgin daughters who "prophesied” (spoke by the Spirit of God) . (Acts
21:8-9)

Philip had been one of the first seven deacons, who were ordained specifically to
relieve the ministers of God's word of the task of ministering to the temporal needs of
some of the church. Was he already an "evangelist?” [ think he became one afierwards!
We know it is not unusual for deacons 1o be called and begin preaching the word.

Was Philip the first to evangelize the Samaritans? No! Jesus was! He saved the
Scamaritan woman at Jacob'w well. {John 4) This accownt is a mast excellent guade to
personal evangelism, one on one, so sorely neglected by owr peaple today. Count the
times and ways this women tried to evade the subjeci and to throw Jesws off track. Study
how he prevented each evasive tactic from being successful.

Who was the second person to take the gospel o the Samaritans? It was the
womean herself) It takes a ot of twisting of John 4:39 to deny that "many of the
Samaritans of thai city believed on Him for the saying of the woman, which testified ...”
Many then came to Jesus personally, and he abode with the Samaritans two days, and
"many more believed because of his own word.” (v. 41) While women are never called
by God as preachers of His word or gospel, they may sometimes communicate enovgh
"good message” of Jesus for God to save a soul. We need to teach them that! Peter
assured Christian wives whose unbelieving hushands were "without the word,” that “they
may also withowt the word be won by the conversation of the wife, while they behoid your
chaste conversation (behavior), coupled with fear."(1st Peter 3:1-2)

We need io also teach our saved children that they can lestify and communicate
enough gospel for interested souls to be saved  We must be careful to instruct them to be
led by God's Holy Spirit, and io approach the task humbly, lest they say and do the



wrong things. (Tell imterested inquirers what you know abowt the Lord and His
satvation, and leave them in God's hands.) (Examples?)

Before deacon Philip became an evangelist, deacon Stephen became a "martyr,”
sealing his "testimony” (pOPTOPIO [mir-tur-ee'-a] - #3141) with his blood
Nowhere does the Bible say that he "preached” or "evangelized,™ yet this OTUPOS
[midr'-tur-0s] ("witness” - #3144 - udprvg [mir'-toas] - Acts 22:20) gave the most
lengthy gospel meszage recorded anywhere in the New Testament Bible. As far as we
know, his message won only one soul; Saul of Tarsus became the Apostie Paul thereby.
His performance was a fulfilling of Jesus' prophecy in Luke 21:12-15 (READ
VERSES!)

Does not Acts 6:10 say that the Jews who disputed with Stephen "were not able to
resist the wisdom and spirit by which he spake?” (A0Asw [la-leh'-o] - #2980 - "7
speak”) The assembled Jewish "corncil® (GOVESOV [soon-ed'-ree-on] - # 4982 -
transliteration —> “sanhedrin®), “when they heard these things, they were cyi to the
heart..." (Acts 7:54) (literally - heart "sawed asunder” - #1282 - Sogpie [dee-ih-
tree’-6f - " saw in two"). Paul was still troubled over his participation in Stephen’s
death wntil, while “calling upon the name of the Lord™ in the temple in Jerusalem (Acts
22:19-21), he was told by God to put it behind him, thus revealing the meaning of
Ananias’ command, "arise and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling upon the
name of the Lord."” (Acts 22:16) Nadmcthtephensthsmc&ng
message, although he "Kicked against the pricks” (#2759 - xEvipov [ken’ tron] - “an
iron goad for urging beasts of burden”™) by persecuting the charches for a long whiie
before he surrendered to the Lord on the road to Damascus. Notmry!osfsoulwhm
ke is "pricked in the heart™ by the gospel message (Acts 2:37) (KOO [ki-tiin-
oos'-0] - #2660 - "I stab or pierce”) immediately and humbly submits 1o “what must we
do?" as did the 3000 saved on that great day of Peniecost. Some react vioiently to the
pain of conviction. (Neither preposttion, "in” or "to,” are in the original of in Acts 7:54
or 2:37 - both verbs are “locative” - locating "the heart” as that which was
*pierced” or "sawed into.”)

Thus did deacon Stephen win gne soul at the cost of his life, but what a soul he
was!

Another product of Stephen's martyrdom, and Sad's kicking, is recorded in Acte
8:4 : "therefore, they that were scattered abroad went everywhere gvangelizing (with)
the word" (ebOCyyEALl® - "communicating the gospel,” pot KnPUOCD - * prociaiming
publicly”) Philip, in the next verse, was anly one of many who were scatiered Were
they all God-called preachers? I think not! Many no doubt were.

Mmy were scattered as far as Phenice, Cyprus, and Antioch, "speaking the word

(10’2&8 "I speak”, pat KNPUCOY o the Jews in those places. Others sk
(laﬂem) unto the Grecians,” "evangelizing” (EDoy)EAL6. aal XNPUCOW) them also
with the message of "the Lord Jesus." {Acts 11:19-21). "A great mumber believed, and
turned to the Lord ”

From the mission church in Antioch of Syria, preachers were called and sent
westward to the Gentile nations - Paul and Barbabas and their company, heeping Jesus'
traditian of two by two (or more - 1o keep a check on one another). (Acts 13:2-3)



Did Pad really mean in Romans 10:14-15 to restrict evangelism to God-called
preachers? NO! Not at ali! Understanding of the gaspel message is absolutely essential
to the sabvation of accourtable monan beings from eternal hell-fire. The chaoches must
send the gospel to all peaples. Whao do we always send to such places, bui a

'oreaching man” whom God has called? That is the context! "Whosoever (of all
nations) shail call wpon the name of the Lord {Jesus) shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13)

Stephen spoke the gospel, and so did those scattered in the subsegquent
persecution. Many believed thereby.

Pl reminded the Ephesian elders (qudlified to pastor), as he left Asia for the
last time, *T have showed you f&vaneum [an-ang-gel'-o] - #312 - "I tell, make known,
or annovnce to) and ought you (SS0iGx {dee-diis'kof - #1321 - "I teach or
instruct”) PUBLICLY, AND FROM HOUSE TOHOUEE, _lestifving (&Mn'upoum
[dee-ah-miir-toor'-o-mail - #1263 - e + popropew - literally - a witness testifying
what he knows first hand) REPENTANCE TOWARD GOD AND FAITH TOWARD OUR

LORD JESUS CHRIST..”
qught, and testified publicly, and from howse io hose (privately -
pcmondwmrgcbsm) ﬁwwrysmbﬂmdﬂu “saspel.”

Pawd ackowledged his calling(s) in 15t Timothy 2:7 and 2nd Timothy 1:11:
“ordained (or "appointed”) a preacher (xnpboow), an apostle (CeX0OTOAOG - [&-pos'-
tol-as] - #6352 - "one sent forth with orders” - in place of another {Jesus] implied), and
a ieacher (BLdaaKOA0c- {dee- diis"- kil as] - #1320~ "teacher™) of the Gentiles.

In Acts 15:35, Paul and Barnabas, "with many others also,” “comtinued in Antioch
teaching (10w and evangelizing (Fvoryyedaley) (with) the word of the Lord "

Pauld instructed voung pastor Timothy, “do the work of an evangelist, make full
(prodf of) thy mimistry.” (2nd Timothy 4:5) From the preceding verses, in both letters
to Timothy, it is evident that Timothy was a pastorfteacher. Still he was exhorted not to
neglect evangelism.

Did Paul mean preaching revival meetings at sister churches? [ think not! Did he
mean preaching evangelistic sermons before the churches he pastored? While this is
necessary, I do not think that was Paul's intent. He meant for Timothy to iake the gaspel
personally io lost citizens, neighbors, and strangers wherever and whenever opportunity
couid be found, thus setting a good example for every church member to evangelize aiso.

Was not Peter led to a Gentile stranger’s house for an amazing resuit? Can we
also be led against out iraditions and prejudices in order to beat the Devil using what
some of aur own brethren may criticize as new and questionable methods? This example
is personal evangelism at its best, God-led and highly successful, thowgh apparently
novel and untraditional.

IR "revival meetings,” a wonderful 150 year old method, become unproductive of
true revival and evangelistic success, what methods may we turn 10? Only God knows
what will work on this eve of Christ's return. We need spiritual "vision” enough for Him
to show us whot will work best. "Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs
29:18) Can WE be led to such successes?




