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ing fire on top of the moun tain. Then Mo ses en tered the  cloud as he went 
on up the moun tain. And he  stayed on the moun tain for ty days and for ty 
nights.

The Lord said to Mo ses, “Tell the Is ra el ites to  bring me an of fer ing. You are 
to re ceive the of fer ing for me from ev ery one  whose  heart  prompts them to 
give. These are the of fer ings you are to re ceive from them: gold, sil ver and 
 bronze; blue, pur ple and scar let yarn and fine lin en; goat hair; ram  skins 
dyed red and an oth er type of du ra ble leath er; aca cia wood; ol ive oil for the 
 light; spic es for the anoint ing oil and for the fra grant in cense; and onyx 
 stones and oth er gems to be mount ed on the  ephod and breast piece.

“Then have them make a sanc tu ary for me, and I will  dwell  among 
them. Make this tab er na cle and all its fur nish ings ex act ly like the pat tern 
I will show you.

“Have them make an ark of aca cia wood —  two and a half cu bits long, a cu-
bit and a half wide, and a cu bit and a half high. Over lay it with pure gold, 
both in side and out, and make a gold mold ing  around it. Cast four gold 
 rings for it and fas ten them to its four feet, with two  rings on one side and 
two  rings on the oth er. Then make  poles of aca cia wood and over lay them 
with gold. In sert the  poles into the  rings on the  sides of the ark to car ry it. 
The  poles are to re main in the  rings of this ark; they are not to be re moved. 
Then put in the ark the tab lets of the cov enant law,  which I will give you.

“Make an atone ment cov er of pure gold —  two and a half cu bits long 
and a cu bit and a half wide. And make two cher u bim out of ham mered 
gold at the ends of the cov er. Make one cher ub on one end and the sec ond 
cher ub on the oth er; make the cher u bim of one  piece with the cov er, at the 
two ends. The cher u bim are to have  their  wings  spread up ward, over shad-
ow ing the cov er with them. The cher u bim are to face each oth er, look ing 
to ward the cov er. Place the cov er on top of the ark and put in the ark the 
tab lets of the cov enant law that I will give you. There,  above the cov er be-
tween the two cher u bim that are over the ark of the cov enant law, I will 
meet with you and give you all my com mands for the Is ra el ites.

“Make a ta ble of aca cia wood —  two cu bits long, a cu bit wide and a cu bit 
and a half high. Over lay it with pure gold and make a gold mold ing  around 
it. Also make  around it a rim a hand breadth wide and put a gold mold ing 
on the rim. Make four gold  rings for the ta ble and fas ten them to the four 
cor ners,  where the four legs are. The  rings are to be  close to the rim to hold 
the  poles used in car ry ing the ta ble. Make the  poles of aca cia wood, over-
lay them with gold and car ry the ta ble with them. And make its  plates and 
dish es of pure gold, as well as its pitch ers and  bowls for the pour ing out of 
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of fer ings. Put the  bread of the Pres ence on this ta ble to be be fore me at all 
times.

“Make a lamp stand of pure gold. Ham mer out its base and  shaft, and make 
its flow er like cups, buds and blos soms of one  piece with them. Six branch-
es are to ex tend from the  sides of the lamp stand —   three on one side and 
 three on the oth er. Three cups  shaped like al mond flow ers with buds and 
blos soms are to be on one  branch,  three on the next  branch, and the same 
for all six branch es ex tend ing from the lamp stand. And on the lamp stand 
 there are to be four cups  shaped like al mond flow ers with buds and blos-
soms. One bud  shall be un der the  first pair of branch es ex tend ing from the 
lamp stand, a sec ond bud un der the sec ond pair, and a  third bud un der the 
 third pair —  six branch es in all. The buds and branch es  shall all be of one 
 piece with the lamp stand, ham mered out of pure gold.

“Then make its sev en  lamps and set them up on it so that they  light 
the  space in  front of it. Its wick trim mers and  trays are to be of pure gold. 
A tal ent of pure gold is to be used for the lamp stand and all  these ac ces so-
ries. See that you make them ac cord ing to the pat tern  shown you on the 
moun tain.

“Make the tab er na cle with ten cur tains of fine ly twist ed lin en and blue, 
pur ple and scar let yarn, with cher u bim wo ven into them by a  skilled 
 worker. All the cur tains are to be the same size —  twen ty- eight cu bits long 
and four cu bits wide. Join five of the cur tains to geth er, and do the same 
with the oth er five. Make  loops of blue ma teri al  along the edge of the end 
cur tain in one set, and do the same with the end cur tain in the oth er set. 
Make fif ty  loops on one cur tain and fif ty  loops on the end cur tain of the 
oth er set, with the  loops op po site each oth er. Then make fif ty gold  clasps 
and use them to fas ten the cur tains to geth er so that the tab er na cle is a 
unit.

“Make cur tains of goat hair for the tent over the tab er na cle —  elev en 
al to geth er. All elev en cur tains are to be the same size —  thir ty cu bits long 
and four cu bits wide. Join five of the cur tains to geth er into one set and the 
oth er six into an oth er set. Fold the  sixth cur tain dou ble at the  front of the 
tent. Make fif ty  loops  along the edge of the end cur tain in one set and also 
 along the edge of the end cur tain in the oth er set. Then make fif ty  bronze 
 clasps and put them in the  loops to fas ten the tent to geth er as a unit. As for 
the ad di tion al  length of the tent cur tains, the half cur tain that is left over is 
to hang down at the rear of the tab er na cle. The tent cur tains will be a cu bit 
lon ger on both  sides; what is left will hang over the  sides of the tab er na cle 
so as to cov er it. Make for the tent a cov er ing of ram  skins dyed red, and 
over that a cov er ing of the oth er du ra ble leath er.

“Make up right  frames of aca cia wood for the tab er na cle. Each  frame 
is to be ten cu bits long and a cu bit and a half wide, with two pro jec tions 



  Exodus | 119

26:18–27:8

set par al lel to each oth er. Make all the  frames of the tab er na cle in this 
way. Make twen ty  frames for the  south side of the tab er na cle and make 
for ty sil ver bas es to go un der them —  two bas es for each  frame, one un der 
each pro jec tion. For the oth er side, the  north side of the tab er na cle, make 
twen ty  frames and for ty sil ver bas es —  two un der each  frame. Make six 
 frames for the far end, that is, the west end of the tab er na cle, and make 
two  frames for the cor ners at the far end. At  these two cor ners they must 
be dou ble from the bot tom all the way to the top and fit ted into a sin gle 
ring; both  shall be like that. So  there will be  eight  frames and six teen sil ver  
bas es —  two un der each frame.

“Also make cross bars of aca cia wood: five for the  frames on one side of 
the tab er na cle, five for  those on the oth er side, and five for the  frames on 
the west, at the far end of the tab er na cle. The cen ter cross bar is to ex tend 
from end to end at the mid dle of the  frames. Over lay the  frames with gold 
and make gold  rings to hold the cross bars. Also over lay the cross bars with 
gold.

“Set up the tab er na cle ac cord ing to the plan  shown you on the moun-
tain.

“Make a cur tain of blue, pur ple and scar let yarn and fine ly twist ed 
lin en, with cher u bim wo ven into it by a  skilled  worker. Hang it with gold 
 hooks on four  posts of aca cia wood over laid with gold and stand ing on 
four sil ver bas es. Hang the cur tain from the  clasps and  place the ark of 
the cov enant law be hind the cur tain. The cur tain will sep a rate the Holy 
 Place from the Most Holy  Place. Put the atone ment cov er on the ark of the 
cov enant law in the Most Holy  Place. Place the ta ble out side the cur tain on 
the  north side of the tab er na cle and put the lamp stand op po site it on the 
 south side.

“For the en trance to the tent make a cur tain of blue, pur ple and scar-
let yarn and fine ly twist ed lin en —  the work of an em broi der er. Make gold 
 hooks for this cur tain and five  posts of aca cia wood over laid with gold. And 
cast five  bronze bas es for them.

“Build an al tar of aca cia wood,  three cu bits high; it is to be  square, five 
cu bits long and five cu bits wide. Make a horn at each of the four cor ners, 
so that the  horns and the al tar are of one  piece, and over lay the al tar with 
 bronze. Make all its uten sils of  bronze —  its pots to re move the ash es, and 
its shov els, sprin kling  bowls, meat  forks and fire pans. Make a grat ing for it, 
a  bronze net work, and make a  bronze ring at each of the four cor ners of the 
net work. Put it un der the  ledge of the al tar so that it is half way up the al tar. 
Make  poles of aca cia wood for the al tar and over lay them with  bronze. The 
 poles are to be in sert ed into the  rings so they will be on two  sides of the al-
tar when it is car ried. Make the al tar hol low, out of  boards. It is to be made 
just as you were  shown on the moun tain.
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“Make a court yard for the tab er na cle. The  south side  shall be a hun dred 
cu bits long and is to have cur tains of fine ly twist ed lin en, with twen ty  posts 
and twen ty  bronze bas es and with sil ver  hooks and  bands on the  posts. The 
 north side  shall also be a hun dred cu bits long and is to have cur tains, with 
twen ty  posts and twen ty  bronze bas es and with sil ver  hooks and  bands on 
the posts.

“The west end of the court yard  shall be fif ty cu bits wide and have cur-
tains, with ten  posts and ten bas es. On the east end, to ward the sun rise, 
the court yard  shall also be fif ty cu bits wide. Cur tains fif teen cu bits long 
are to be on one side of the en trance, with  three  posts and  three bas es, and 
cur tains fif teen cu bits long are to be on the oth er side, with  three  posts and 
 three bas es.

“For the en trance to the court yard, pro vide a cur tain twen ty cu bits 
long, of blue, pur ple and scar let yarn and fine ly twist ed lin en —  the work 
of an em broi der er —  with four  posts and four bas es. All the  posts  around 
the court yard are to have sil ver  bands and  hooks, and  bronze bas es. The 
court yard  shall be a hun dred cu bits long and fif ty cu bits wide, with cur-
tains of fine ly twist ed lin en five cu bits high, and with  bronze bas es. All the 
oth er ar ti cles used in the ser vice of the tab er na cle, what ev er  their func-
tion, in clud ing all the tent pegs for it and  those for the court yard, are to be 
of bronze.

“Com mand the Is ra el ites to  bring you  clear oil of  pressed ol ives for the 
 light so that the  lamps may be kept burn ing. In the tent of meet ing, out side 
the cur tain that  shields the ark of the cov enant law, Aar on and his sons 
are to keep the  lamps burn ing be fore the Lord from eve ning till morn ing. 
This is to be a last ing or di nance  among the Is ra el ites for the gen er a tions 
to come.

“Have Aar on your broth er  brought to you from  among the Is ra el ites,  along 
with his sons Na dab and Abi hu, El e a zar and Ith a mar, so they may  serve 
me as  priests. Make sa cred gar ments for your broth er Aar on to give him 
dig ni ty and hon or. Tell all the  skilled work ers to whom I have giv en wis-
dom in such mat ters that they are to make gar ments for Aar on, for his con-
se cra tion, so he may  serve me as  priest. These are the gar ments they are to 
make: a breast piece, an  ephod, a robe, a wo ven tu nic, a tur ban and a sash. 
They are to make  these sa cred gar ments for your broth er Aar on and his 
sons, so they may  serve me as  priests. Have them use gold, and blue, pur ple 
and scar let yarn, and fine lin en.

“Make the  ephod of gold, and of blue, pur ple and scar let yarn, and of 
fine ly twist ed lin en —  the work of  skilled  hands. It is to have two shoul der 
piec es at tached to two of its cor ners, so it can be fas tened. Its skill ful ly 
wo ven waist band is to be like it —  of one  piece with the  ephod and made 
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with gold, and with blue, pur ple and scar let yarn, and with fine ly twist ed 
lin en.

“Take two onyx  stones and en grave on them the  names of the sons 
of Is ra el in the or der of  their  birth —  six  names on one  stone and the re-
main ing six on the oth er. En grave the  names of the sons of Is ra el on the 
two  stones the way a gem cut ter en graves a seal. Then  mount the  stones in 
gold fil i gree set tings and fas ten them on the shoul der piec es of the  ephod 
as me mo ri al  stones for the sons of Is ra el. Aar on is to bear the  names on his 
shoul ders as a me mo ri al be fore the Lord. Make gold fil i gree set tings and 
two braid ed  chains of pure gold, like a rope, and at tach the  chains to the 
set tings.

“Fash ion a breast piece for mak ing de ci sions —  the work of  skilled 
 hands. Make it like the  ephod: of gold, and of blue, pur ple and scar let 
yarn, and of fine ly twist ed lin en. It is to be  square —  a span long and a span 
wide —  and fold ed dou ble. Then  mount four rows of pre cious  stones on it. 
The  first row  shall be car ne lian, chrys o lite and ber yl; the sec ond row  shall 
be tur quoise, la pis la zu li and em er ald; the  third row  shall be ja cinth, ag ate 
and am e thyst; the  fourth row  shall be to paz, onyx and jas per.  Mount them 
in gold fil i gree set tings. There are to be  twelve  stones, one for each of the 
 names of the sons of Is ra el, each en graved like a seal with the name of one 
of the  twelve tribes.

“For the breast piece make braid ed  chains of pure gold, like a rope. 
Make two gold  rings for it and fas ten them to two cor ners of the breast-
piece. Fas ten the two gold  chains to the  rings at the cor ners of the breast-
piece, and the oth er ends of the  chains to the two set tings, at tach ing them 
to the shoul der piec es of the  ephod at the  front. Make two gold  rings and 
at tach them to the oth er two cor ners of the breast piece on the in side edge 
next to the  ephod. Make two more gold  rings and at tach them to the bot-
tom of the shoul der piec es on the  front of the  ephod,  close to the seam just 
 above the waist band of the  ephod. The  rings of the breast piece are to be 
tied to the  rings of the  ephod with blue cord, con nect ing it to the waist-
band, so that the breast piece will not  swing out from the ephod.

“When ev er Aar on en ters the Holy  Place, he will bear the  names of the 
sons of Is ra el over his  heart on the breast piece of de ci sion as a con tin u-
ing me mo ri al be fore the Lord. Also put the Urim and the Thum mim in 
the breast piece, so they may be over Aar on’s  heart when ev er he en ters the 
pres ence of the Lord. Thus Aar on will al ways bear the  means of mak ing 
de ci sions for the Is ra el ites over his  heart be fore the Lord.

“Make the robe of the  ephod en tire ly of blue  cloth, with an open ing for 
the head in its cen ter.  There  shall be a wo ven edge like a col lar  around this 
open ing, so that it will not tear. Make pome gran ates of blue, pur ple and 
scar let yarn  around the hem of the robe, with gold  bells be tween them. The 
gold  bells and the pome gran ates are to al ter nate  around the hem of the 
robe. Aar on must wear it when he min is ters. The  sound of the  bells will be 
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 heard when he en ters the Holy  Place be fore the Lord and when he  comes 
out, so that he will not die.

“Make a  plate of pure gold and en grave on it as on a seal: holy to the 
Lord. Fas ten a blue cord to it to at tach it to the tur ban; it is to be on the 
 front of the tur ban. It will be on Aar on’s fore head, and he will bear the 
 guilt in volved in the sa cred  gifts the Is ra el ites con se crate, what ev er  their 
 gifts may be. It will be on Aar on’s fore head con tin u al ly so that they will be 
ac cept able to the Lord.

“Weave the tu nic of fine lin en and make the tur ban of fine lin en. The 
sash is to be the work of an em broi der er. Make tu nics, sash es and caps for 
Aar on’s sons to give them dig ni ty and hon or. Af ter you put  these  clothes 
on your broth er Aar on and his sons,  anoint and or dain them. Con se crate 
them so they may  serve me as priests.

“Make lin en un der gar ments as a cov er ing for the body, reach ing from 
the  waist to the  thigh. Aar on and his sons must wear them when ev er they 
en ter the tent of meet ing or ap proach the al tar to min is ter in the Holy  Place, 
so that they will not in cur  guilt and die.

“This is to be a last ing or di nance for Aar on and his de scen dants.

“This is what you are to do to con se crate them, so they may  serve me as 
 priests: Take a  young bull and two rams with out de fect. And from the fin est 
 wheat  flour make  round  loaves with out  yeast,  thick  loaves with out  yeast 
and with ol ive oil  mixed in, and thin  loaves with out  yeast and  brushed with 
ol ive oil. Put them in a bas ket and pre sent them  along with the bull and 
the two rams. Then  bring Aar on and his sons to the en trance to the tent of 
meet ing and wash them with wa ter. Take the gar ments and  dress Aar on 
with the tu nic, the robe of the  ephod, the  ephod it self and the breast piece. 
Fas ten the  ephod on him by its skill ful ly wo ven waist band. Put the tur ban 
on his head and at tach the sa cred em blem to the tur ban. Take the anoint-
ing oil and  anoint him by pour ing it on his head. Bring his sons and  dress 
them in tu nics and fas ten caps on them. Then tie sash es on Aar on and his 
sons. The priest hood is  theirs by a last ing or di nance.

“Then you  shall or dain Aar on and his sons.
“Bring the bull to the  front of the tent of meet ing, and Aar on and his 

sons  shall lay  their  hands on its head. Slaugh ter it in the Lord’s pres ence 
at the en trance to the tent of meet ing. Take some of the  bull’s  blood and 
put it on the  horns of the al tar with your fin ger, and pour out the rest of it at 
the base of the al tar. Then take all the fat on the in ter nal or gans, the long 
lobe of the liv er, and both kid neys with the fat on them, and burn them on 
the al tar. But burn the  bull’s  flesh and its hide and its in tes tines out side the 
camp. It is a sin of fer ing.

“Take one of the rams, and Aar on and his sons  shall lay  their  hands 
on its head. Slaugh ter it and take the  blood and  splash it  against the  sides 
of the al tar. Cut the ram into piec es and wash the in ter nal or gans and the 
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legs, put ting them with the head and the oth er piec es. Then burn the en tire 
ram on the al tar. It is a  burnt of fer ing to the Lord, a pleas ing aro ma, a food 
of fer ing pre sent ed to the Lord.

“Take the oth er ram, and Aar on and his sons  shall lay  their  hands on 
its head. Slaugh ter it, take some of its  blood and put it on the  lobes of the 
 right ears of Aar on and his sons, on the  thumbs of  their  right  hands, and 
on the big toes of  their  right feet. Then  splash  blood  against the  sides of the 
al tar. And take some  blood from the al tar and some of the anoint ing oil and 
sprin kle it on Aar on and his gar ments and on his sons and  their gar ments. 
Then he and his sons and  their gar ments will be con se crat ed.

“Take from this ram the fat, the fat tail, the fat on the in ter nal or gans, 
the long lobe of the liv er, both kid neys with the fat on them, and the  right 
 thigh. (This is the ram for the or di na tion.) From the bas ket of  bread made 
with out  yeast,  which is be fore the Lord, take one  round loaf, one  thick loaf 
with ol ive oil  mixed in, and one thin loaf. Put all  these in the  hands of Aar-
on and his sons and have them wave them be fore the Lord as a wave of-
fer ing. Then take them from  their  hands and burn them on the al tar  along 
with the  burnt of fer ing for a pleas ing aro ma to the Lord, a food of fer ing 
pre sent ed to the Lord. Af ter you take the  breast of the ram for Aar on’s or-
di na tion, wave it be fore the Lord as a wave of fer ing, and it will be your 
share.

“Con se crate  those  parts of the or di na tion ram that be long to Aar on 
and his sons: the  breast that was  waved and the  thigh that was pre sent ed. 
This is al ways to be the per pet u al  share from the Is ra el ites for Aar on and 
his sons. It is the con tri bu tion the Is ra el ites are to make to the Lord from 
 their fel low ship of fer ings.

“Aar on’s sa cred gar ments will be long to his de scen dants so that they 
can be anoint ed and or dained in them. The son who suc ceeds him as 
 priest and  comes to the tent of meet ing to min is ter in the Holy  Place is to 
wear them sev en days.

“Take the ram for the or di na tion and cook the meat in a sa cred  place. 
At the en trance to the tent of meet ing, Aar on and his sons are to eat the 
meat of the ram and the  bread that is in the bas ket. They are to eat  these 
of fer ings by  which atone ment was made for  their or di na tion and con se cra-
tion. But no one else may eat them, be cause they are sa cred. And if any of 
the meat of the or di na tion ram or any  bread is left over till morn ing, burn 
it up. It must not be eat en, be cause it is sa cred.

“Do for Aar on and his sons ev ery thing I have com mand ed you, tak-
ing sev en days to or dain them. Sac ri fice a bull each day as a sin of fer ing to 
make atone ment. Pu ri fy the al tar by mak ing atone ment for it, and  anoint 
it to con se crate it. For sev en days make atone ment for the al tar and con-
se crate it. Then the al tar will be most holy, and what ev er touch es it will be 
holy.

“This is what you are to of fer on the al tar reg u lar ly each day: two  lambs 
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a year old. Of fer one in the morn ing and the oth er at twi light. With the  first 
lamb of fer a  tenth of an  ephah of the fin est  flour  mixed with a quar ter of 
a hin of oil from  pressed ol ives, and a quar ter of a hin of wine as a  drink 
of fer ing. Sac ri fice the oth er lamb at twi light with the same  grain of fer ing 
and its  drink of fer ing as in the morn ing —  a pleas ing aro ma, a food of fer ing 
pre sent ed to the Lord.

“For the gen er a tions to come this  burnt of fer ing is to be made reg u-
lar ly at the en trance to the tent of meet ing, be fore the Lord.  There I will 
meet you and  speak to you; there also I will meet with the Is ra el ites, and 
the  place will be con se crat ed by my glo ry.

“So I will con se crate the tent of meet ing and the al tar and will con se-
crate Aar on and his sons to  serve me as  priests. Then I will  dwell  among 
the Is ra el ites and be  their God. They will know that I am the Lord  their 
God, who  brought them out of  Egypt so that I  might  dwell  among them. I 
am the Lord  their God.

“Make an al tar of aca cia wood for burn ing in cense. It is to be  square, a cu-
bit long and a cu bit wide, and two cu bits high —  its  horns of one  piece with 
it. Over lay the top and all the  sides and the  horns with pure gold, and make 
a gold mold ing  around it. Make two gold  rings for the al tar be low the mold-
ing —  two on each of the op po site  sides —  to hold the  poles used to car ry 
it. Make the  poles of aca cia wood and over lay them with gold. Put the al tar 
in  front of the cur tain that  shields the ark of the cov enant law —  be fore the 
atone ment cov er that is over the tab lets of the cov enant law —   where I will 
meet with you.

“Aar on must burn fra grant in cense on the al tar ev ery morn ing when 
he  tends the  lamps. He must burn in cense  again when he  lights the  lamps 
at twi light so in cense will burn reg u lar ly be fore the Lord for the gen er a-
tions to come. Do not of fer on this al tar any oth er in cense or any  burnt of-
fer ing or  grain of fer ing, and do not pour a  drink of fer ing on it. Once a year 
Aar on  shall make atone ment on its  horns. This an nu al atone ment must 
be made with the  blood of the aton ing sin of fer ing for the gen er a tions to 
come. It is most holy to the Lord.”

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “When you take a cen sus of the Is ra el ites to 
 count them, each one must pay the Lord a ran som for his life at the time 
he is count ed. Then no  plague will come on them when you num ber them. 
Each one who cross es over to  those al ready count ed is to give a half shek el, 
ac cord ing to the sanc tu ary shek el,  which  weighs twen ty ge rahs. This half 
shek el is an of fer ing to the Lord. All who  cross over,  those twen ty  years old 
or more, are to give an of fer ing to the Lord. The rich are not to give more 
than a half shek el and the poor are not to give less when you make the of-
fer ing to the Lord to  atone for your  lives. Re ceive the atone ment mon ey 
from the Is ra el ites and use it for the ser vice of the tent of meet ing. It will be 
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a me mo ri al for the Is ra el ites be fore the Lord, mak ing atone ment for your 
lives.”

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Make a  bronze ba sin, with its  bronze  stand, 
for wash ing.  Place it be tween the tent of meet ing and the al tar, and put 
wa ter in it. Aar on and his sons are to wash  their  hands and feet with wa ter 
from it. When ev er they en ter the tent of meet ing, they  shall wash with wa-
ter so that they will not die. Also, when they ap proach the al tar to min is ter 
by pre sent ing a food of fer ing to the Lord, they  shall wash  their  hands and 
feet so that they will not die. This is to be a last ing or di nance for Aar on and 
his de scen dants for the gen er a tions to come.”

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Take the fol low ing fine spic es: 500 shek-
els of liq uid  myrrh, half as much (that is, 250 shek els) of fra grant cin na-
mon, 250 shek els of fra grant cal a mus, 500 shek els of cas sia —  all ac cord ing 
to the sanc tu ary shek el —  and a hin of ol ive oil. Make  these into a sa cred 
anoint ing oil, a fra grant  blend, the work of a per fum er. It will be the sa cred 
anoint ing oil. Then use it to  anoint the tent of meet ing, the ark of the cov-
enant law, the ta ble and all its ar ti cles, the lamp stand and its ac ces so ries, 
the al tar of in cense, the al tar of  burnt of fer ing and all its uten sils, and the 
ba sin with its  stand. You  shall con se crate them so they will be most holy, 
and what ev er touch es them will be holy.

“Anoint Aar on and his sons and con se crate them so they may  serve me 
as  priests. Say to the Is ra el ites, ‘This is to be my sa cred anoint ing oil for the 
gen er a tions to come. Do not pour it on any one  else’s body and do not make 
any oth er oil us ing the same for mu la. It is sa cred, and you are to con sid er 
it sa cred. Who ev er  makes per fume like it and puts it on any one oth er than 
a  priest must be cut off from  their peo ple.’ ”

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Take fra grant spic es —  gum res in, on y cha 
and gal ba num —  and pure frank in cense, all in  equal  amounts, and make 
a fra grant  blend of in cense, the work of a per fum er. It is to be salt ed and 
pure and sa cred. Grind some of it to pow der and  place it in  front of the ark 
of the cov enant law in the tent of meet ing,  where I will meet with you. It 
 shall be most holy to you. Do not make any in cense with this for mu la for 
your selves; con sid er it holy to the Lord. Who ev er  makes in cense like it to 
en joy its fra grance must be cut off from  their peo ple.”

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “See, I have cho sen Bez a lel son of Uri, the 
son of Hur, of the  tribe of Ju dah, and I have  filled him with the Spir it of God, 
with wis dom, with un der stand ing, with knowl edge and with all  kinds of 
 skills —  to make ar tis tic de signs for work in gold, sil ver and  bronze, to cut 
and set  stones, to work in wood, and to en gage in all  kinds of  crafts. More-
over, I have ap point ed Oho li ab son of Ahis a mak, of the  tribe of Dan, to 
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help him. Also I have giv en abil i ty to all the  skilled work ers to make ev ery-
thing I have com mand ed you: the tent of meet ing, the ark of the cov enant 
law with the atone ment cov er on it, and all the oth er fur nish ings of the 
tent —  the ta ble and its ar ti cles, the pure gold lamp stand and all its ac ces-
so ries, the al tar of in cense, the al tar of  burnt of fer ing and all its uten sils, 
the ba sin with its  stand —  and also the wo ven gar ments, both the sa cred 
gar ments for Aar on the  priest and the gar ments for his sons when they 
 serve as  priests, and the anoint ing oil and fra grant in cense for the Holy 
 Place. They are to make them just as I com mand ed you.”

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Say to the Is ra el ites, ‘You must ob serve my 
Sab baths. This will be a sign be tween me and you for the gen er a tions to 
come, so you may know that I am the Lord, who  makes you holy.

“ ‘Ob serve the Sab bath, be cause it is holy to you. Any one who des e-
crates it is to be put to  death;  those who do any work on that day must be 
cut off from  their peo ple. For six days work is to be done, but the sev enth 
day is a day of sab bath rest, holy to the Lord. Who ev er does any work on 
the Sab bath day is to be put to  death. The Is ra el ites are to ob serve the Sab-
bath, cel e brat ing it for the gen er a tions to come as a last ing cov enant. It will 
be a sign be tween me and the Is ra el ites for ev er, for in six days the Lord 
made the heav ens and the  earth, and on the sev enth day he rest ed and 
was re freshed.’ ”

When the Lord fin ished speak ing to Mo ses on  Mount Si nai, he gave 
him the two tab lets of the cov enant law, the tab lets of  stone in scribed by 
the fin ger of God.

When the peo ple saw that Mo ses was so long in com ing down from the 
moun tain, they gath ered  around Aar on and said, “Come, make us gods 
who will go be fore us. As for this fel low Mo ses who  brought us up out of 
 Egypt, we  don’t know what has hap pened to him.”

Aar on an swered them, “Take off the gold ear rings that your  wives, 
your sons and your daugh ters are wear ing, and  bring them to me.” So all 
the peo ple took off  their ear rings and  brought them to Aar on. He took 
what they hand ed him and made it into an idol cast in the  shape of a calf, 
fash ion ing it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Is ra el, who 
 brought you up out of Egypt.”

When Aar on saw this, he  built an al tar in  front of the calf and an-
nounced, “To mor row  there will be a fes ti val to the Lord.” So the next day 
the peo ple rose ear ly and sac ri ficed  burnt of fer ings and pre sent ed fel low-
ship of fer ings. Af ter ward they sat down to eat and  drink and got up to in-
dulge in rev el ry.

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Go down, be cause your peo ple, whom 
you  brought up out of  Egypt, have be come cor rupt. They have been  quick 
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to turn away from what I com mand ed them and have made them selves an 
idol cast in the  shape of a calf. They have  bowed down to it and sac ri ficed 
to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, Is ra el, who  brought you up out of 
Egypt.’

“I have seen  these peo ple,” the Lord said to Mo ses, “and they are a 
 stiff- necked peo ple. Now  leave me  alone so that my an ger may burn  against 
them and that I may de stroy them. Then I will make you into a  great na-
tion.”

But Mo ses  sought the fa vor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why 
 should your an ger burn  against your peo ple, whom you  brought out of 
 Egypt with  great pow er and a  mighty hand? Why  should the Egyp tians 
say, ‘It was with evil in tent that he  brought them out, to kill them in the 
moun tains and to wipe them off the face of the  earth’? Turn from your 
 fierce an ger; re lent and do not  bring di sas ter on your peo ple. Re mem ber 
your ser vants Abra ham,  Isaac and Is ra el, to whom you  swore by your own 
self: ‘I will make your de scen dants as nu mer ous as the  stars in the sky and 
I will give your de scen dants all this land I prom ised them, and it will be 
 their in her i tance for ev er.’ ” Then the Lord re lent ed and did not  bring on 
his peo ple the di sas ter he had threat ened.

Mo ses  turned and went down the moun tain with the two tab lets of the 
cov enant law in his  hands. They were in scribed on both  sides,  front and 
back. The tab lets were the work of God; the writ ing was the writ ing of God, 
en graved on the tab lets.

When Josh ua  heard the  noise of the peo ple shout ing, he said to Mo ses, 
“There is the  sound of war in the camp.”

Mo ses re plied:

  “It is not the sound of victory,
  it is not the sound of defeat;
  it is the sound of singing that I hear.”

When Mo ses ap proached the camp and saw the calf and the danc ing, 
his an ger  burned and he  threw the tab lets out of his  hands, break ing them 
to piec es at the foot of the moun tain. And he took the calf the peo ple had 
made and  burned it in the fire; then he  ground it to pow der, scat tered it on 
the wa ter and made the Is ra el ites  drink it.

He said to Aar on, “What did  these peo ple do to you, that you led them 
into such  great sin?”

“Do not be an gry, my lord,” Aar on an swered. “You know how  prone 
 these peo ple are to evil. They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go be fore 
us. As for this fel low Mo ses who  brought us up out of  Egypt, we  don’t know 
what has hap pened to him.’ So I told them, ‘Who ev er has any gold jew el ry, 
take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I  threw it into the fire, and out 
came this calf !”
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Mo ses saw that the peo ple were run ning wild and that Aar on had let 
them get out of con trol and so be come a laugh ing stock to  their en e mies. So 
he  stood at the en trance to the camp and said, “Who ev er is for the Lord, 
come to me.” And all the Le vites ral lied to him.

Then he said to them, “This is what the Lord, the God of Is ra el, says: 
‘Each man  strap a  sword to his side. Go back and  forth  through the camp 
from one end to the oth er, each kill ing his broth er and  friend and neigh-
bor.’ ” The Le vites did as Mo ses com mand ed, and that day  about  three 
thou sand of the peo ple died. Then Mo ses said, “You have been set  apart to 
the Lord to day, for you were  against your own sons and broth ers, and he 
has  blessed you this day.”

The next day Mo ses said to the peo ple, “You have com mit ted a  great 
sin. But now I will go up to the Lord; per haps I can make atone ment for 
your sin.”

So Mo ses went back to the Lord and said, “Oh, what a  great sin  these 
peo ple have com mit ted! They have made them selves gods of gold. But 
now,  please for give  their sin —  but if not, then blot me out of the book you 
have writ ten.”

The Lord re plied to Mo ses, “Who ev er has  sinned  against me I will 
blot out of my book. Now go, lead the peo ple to the  place I  spoke of, and my 
an gel will go be fore you. How ev er, when the time  comes for me to pun ish, 
I will pun ish them for  their sin.”

And the Lord  struck the peo ple with a  plague be cause of what they 
did with the calf Aar on had made.

Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Leave this  place, you and the peo ple 
you  brought up out of  Egypt, and go up to the land I prom ised on oath to 
Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob, say ing, ‘I will give it to your de scen dants.’ I will 
send an an gel be fore you and  drive out the Ca naan ites, Am o rites, Hit tites, 
Per iz zites, Hi vites and Jeb u sites. Go up to the land flow ing with milk and 
hon ey. But I will not go with you, be cause you are a  stiff- necked peo ple and 
I  might de stroy you on the way.”

When the peo ple  heard  these dis tress ing  words, they be gan to  mourn 
and no one put on any or na ments. For the Lord had said to Mo ses, “Tell 
the Is ra el ites, ‘You are a  stiff- necked peo ple. If I were to go with you even 
for a mo ment, I  might de stroy you. Now take off your or na ments and I will 
de cide what to do with you.’ ” So the Is ra el ites  stripped off  their or na ments 
at  Mount Ho reb.

Now Mo ses used to take a tent and  pitch it out side the camp some dis tance 
away, call ing it the “tent of meet ing.” Any one in quir ing of the Lord  would 
go to the tent of meet ing out side the camp. And when ev er Mo ses went out 
to the tent, all the peo ple rose and  stood at the en tranc es to  their  tents, 
watch ing Mo ses un til he en tered the tent. As Mo ses went into the tent, the 
pil lar of  cloud  would come down and stay at the en trance,  while the Lord 
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 spoke with Mo ses. When ev er the peo ple saw the pil lar of  cloud stand ing at 
the en trance to the tent, they all  stood and wor shiped, each at the en trance 
to  their  tent. The Lord  would  speak to Mo ses face to face, as one  speaks to 
a  friend. Then Mo ses  would re turn to the camp, but his  young aide Josh ua 
son of Nun did not  leave the tent.

Mo ses said to the Lord, “You have been tell ing me, ‘Lead  these peo ple,’ 
but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 
‘I know you by name and you have  found fa vor with me.’ If you are  pleased 
with me,  teach me your ways so I may know you and con tin ue to find fa vor 
with you. Re mem ber that this na tion is your peo ple.”

The Lord re plied, “My Pres ence will go with you, and I will give you 
rest.”

Then Mo ses said to him, “If your Pres ence does not go with us, do not 
send us up from here. How will any one know that you are  pleased with me 
and with your peo ple un less you go with us? What else will dis tin guish me 
and your peo ple from all the oth er peo ple on the face of the earth?”

And the Lord said to Mo ses, “I will do the very  thing you have  asked, 
be cause I am  pleased with you and I know you by name.”

Then Mo ses said, “Now show me your glo ry.”
And the Lord said, “I will  cause all my good ness to pass in  front of 

you, and I will pro claim my name, the Lord, in your pres ence. I will have 
mer cy on whom I will have mer cy, and I will have com pas sion on whom 
I will have com pas sion. But,” he said, “you can not see my face, for no one 
may see me and live.”

Then the Lord said, “There is a  place near me  where you may  stand 
on a rock. When my glo ry pass es by, I will put you in a  cleft in the rock and 
cov er you with my hand un til I have  passed by. Then I will re move my hand 
and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.”

The Lord said to Mo ses, “Chis el out two  stone tab lets like the  first 
ones, and I will  write on them the  words that were on the  first tab lets, 
 which you  broke. Be  ready in the morn ing, and then come up on  Mount 
Si nai. Pre sent your self to me  there on top of the moun tain. No one is to 
come with you or be seen any where on the moun tain; not even the  flocks 
and  herds may  graze in  front of the moun tain.”

So Mo ses chis eled out two  stone tab lets like the  first ones and went up 
 Mount Si nai ear ly in the morn ing, as the Lord had com mand ed him; and 
he car ried the two  stone tab lets in his  hands. Then the Lord came down 
in the  cloud and  stood  there with him and pro claimed his name, the Lord. 
And he  passed in  front of Mo ses, pro claim ing, “The Lord, the Lord, the 
com pas sion ate and gra cious God, slow to an ger, abound ing in love and 
faith ful ness, main tain ing love to thou sands, and for giv ing wick ed ness, re-
bel lion and sin. Yet he does not  leave the  guilty un pun ished; he pun ish es 
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the chil dren and  their chil dren for the sin of the par ents to the  third and 
 fourth gen er a tion.”

Mo ses  bowed to the  ground at once and wor shiped. “Lord,” he said, 
“if I have  found fa vor in your eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Al though 
this is a  stiff- necked peo ple, for give our wick ed ness and our sin, and take 
us as your in her i tance.”

Then the Lord said: “I am mak ing a cov enant with you. Be fore all your 
peo ple I will do won ders nev er be fore done in any na tion in all the  world. 
The peo ple you live  among will see how awe some is the work that I, the 
Lord, will do for you. Obey what I com mand you to day. I will  drive out 
be fore you the Am o rites, Ca naan ites, Hit tites, Per iz zites, Hi vites and Jeb u-
sites. Be care ful not to make a trea ty with  those who live in the land  where 
you are go ing, or they will be a  snare  among you. Break down  their al tars, 
 smash  their sa cred  stones and cut down  their Ashe rah  poles. Do not wor-
ship any oth er god, for the Lord,  whose name is Jeal ous, is a jeal ous God.

“Be care ful not to make a trea ty with  those who live in the land; for 
when they pros ti tute them selves to  their gods and sac ri fice to them, they 
will in vite you and you will eat  their sac ri fic es. And when you  choose some 
of  their daugh ters as  wives for your sons and  those daugh ters pros ti tute 
them selves to  their gods, they will lead your sons to do the same.

“Do not make any idols.
“Cel e brate the Fes ti val of Un leav ened  Bread. For sev en days eat  bread 

made with out  yeast, as I com mand ed you. Do this at the ap point ed time in 
the  month of Aviv, for in that  month you came out of Egypt.

“The  first off spring of ev ery womb be longs to me, in clud ing all the 
first born  males of your live stock, wheth er from herd or  flock. Re deem the 
first born don key with a lamb, but if you do not re deem it,  break its neck. 
Re deem all your first born sons.

“No one is to ap pear be fore me emp ty-hand ed.
“Six days you  shall la bor, but on the sev enth day you  shall rest; even 

dur ing the plow ing sea son and har vest you must rest.
“Cel e brate the Fes ti val of  Weeks with the first fruits of the  wheat har-

vest, and the Fes ti val of In gath er ing at the turn of the year. Three  times a 
year all your men are to ap pear be fore the Sov er eign Lord, the God of Is-
ra el. I will  drive out na tions be fore you and en large your ter ri to ry, and no 
one will cov et your land when you go up  three  times each year to ap pear 
be fore the Lord your God.

“Do not of fer the  blood of a sac ri fice to me  along with any thing con-
tain ing  yeast, and do not let any of the sac ri fice from the Pass over Fes ti val 
re main un til morn ing.

“Bring the best of the first fruits of your soil to the  house of the Lord 
your God.

“Do not cook a  young goat in its moth er’s milk.”
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Then the Lord said to Mo ses, “Write down  these  words, for in ac cor-
dance with  these  words I have made a cov enant with you and with Is ra el.” 
Mo ses was  there with the Lord for ty days and for ty  nights with out eat ing 
 bread or drink ing wa ter. And he  wrote on the tab lets the  words of the cov-
enant —  the Ten Com mand ments.

When Mo ses came down from  Mount Si nai with the two tab lets of the cov-
enant law in his  hands, he was not  aware that his face was ra di ant be cause 
he had spo ken with the Lord. When Aar on and all the Is ra el ites saw Mo-
ses, his face was ra di ant, and they were  afraid to come near him. But Mo ses 
 called to them; so Aar on and all the lead ers of the com mu ni ty came back 
to him, and he  spoke to them. Af ter ward all the Is ra el ites came near him, 
and he gave them all the com mands the Lord had giv en him on  Mount 
Si nai.

When Mo ses fin ished speak ing to them, he put a veil over his face. But 
when ev er he en tered the Lord’s pres ence to  speak with him, he re moved 
the veil un til he came out. And when he came out and told the Is ra el ites 
what he had been com mand ed, they saw that his face was ra di ant. Then 
Mo ses  would put the veil back over his face un til he went in to  speak with 
the Lord.

Mo ses as sem bled the  whole Is ra el ite com mu ni ty and said to them, “These 
are the  things the Lord has com mand ed you to do: For six days, work is to 
be done, but the sev enth day  shall be your holy day, a day of sab bath rest 
to the Lord. Who ev er does any work on it is to be put to  death. Do not  light 
a fire in any of your dwell ings on the Sab bath day.”

Mo ses said to the  whole Is ra el ite com mu ni ty, “This is what the Lord has 
com mand ed: From what you have, take an of fer ing for the Lord. Ev ery one 
who is will ing is to  bring to the Lord an of fer ing of gold, sil ver and  bronze; 
blue, pur ple and scar let yarn and fine lin en; goat hair; ram  skins dyed red 
and an oth er type of du ra ble leath er; aca cia wood; ol ive oil for the  light; 
spic es for the anoint ing oil and for the fra grant in cense; and onyx  stones 
and oth er gems to be mount ed on the  ephod and breast piece.

“All who are  skilled  among you are to come and make ev ery thing the 
Lord has com mand ed: the tab er na cle with its tent and its cov er ing,  clasps, 
 frames, cross bars,  posts and bas es; the ark with its  poles and the atone-
ment cov er and the cur tain that  shields it; the ta ble with its  poles and all 
its ar ti cles and the  bread of the Pres ence; the lamp stand that is for  light 
with its ac ces so ries,  lamps and oil for the  light; the al tar of in cense with its 
 poles, the anoint ing oil and the fra grant in cense; the cur tain for the door-
way at the en trance to the tab er na cle; the al tar of  burnt of fer ing with its 
 bronze grat ing, its  poles and all its uten sils; the  bronze ba sin with its  stand; 


