CONSERVATION IN ACTION
Protecting forested lands bordering headwater streams in the Delaware River basin is
critically important for maintaining the water quality downstream. These seven recent land
conservation projects, which protected 2,998 acres with over $1 million in grants from OSI’s
Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund, secured another $7.5 million in matching dollars
from public and private sources. The Fund was established with support from the William
Penn Foundation through its Delaware River Watershed Initiative.
Lubber’s Run
Byram Twsp., Hopatcong Borough & Andover Twsp., Sussex County, NJ ~ NJ Highlands Cluster

In the state’s largest acquisition project since 2012,
the Land Conservancy of New Jersey (TLC-NJ)
partnered with the State to acquire a conservation
easement on 2,406 acres of land in the NJ
Highlands. The project was supported by a
$500,000 grant from OSI. The property comprises
8.2 percent of the watershed of the Lubbers Run
Creek, which is one of the most intact watersheds in the NJ Highlands and provided clean water
to the Musconetcong River that flows to the Delaware. The property contains more than seven
miles of headwater streams, 16 different mountain tops and is adjacent to significant amount of
protected land. The property also includes several miles of the regional and local trails that
provide public access and link to larger trail networks.
“Completing this final phase of the project was challenging as it involved 21
different parcels of land in three towns. After all of these years of effort, it was
particularly gratifying to finally complete this central portion of the easement
which includes nearly three miles of ridgelines.” said Sandy Urgo, Vice President of
The Land Conservancy. “This conservation effort was made possible by the vision
and commitment of Peter Kellogg who was determined to not only permanently
preserve the land, but to allow public access trails across it,” she said, adding that
“the easement will also allow hikers access to more than 12 miles of trails through the beautiful forests
and granite mountaintops of the New Jersey Highlands.”
~ Sandy Urgo, Vice President of The Land Conservancy

Cranberry Overlook Greenway
Byram Township, Sussex County, NJ ~ NJ Highlands Cluster

In October 2018, with a $115,000 grant from OSI, New
Jersey Conservation Foundation acquired 45 acres in
the headwaters of Ghost Pony Brook in the Lubbers
Run-Musconetcong River watershed in the NJ
Highlands. The property is 100 percent forested with
mixed oak and sugar maple and was never farmed.
NJCF will transfer the property to Byram Township, which will manage it as a public nature
preserve.

“In addition to being critical for water quality because it protects forest and
wetlands at the very top of the watershed, this property is also known habitat for
bobcats, an endangered animal in New Jersey. On a cold morning with a scrim of
snow on the ground, my colleague Emile DeVito and I came upon a large paw print
on a log with no other prints nearby. Could it be a bobcat? We both became very
excited, took photos and sent them off for verification. Buoyed by this event and
Emile’s analysis of the exemplary forest habitat, we headed further uphill over rock
outcrops to discover pristine vernal pools along a ridgeline. It turned out that the tracks weren’t made by
a bobcat, so all we had to appreciate was the beautiful view and stillness that morning. But I am happy
that the land is permanently preserved so that bobcats can live there with no threat of habitat loss from
development.”
~ Ingrid Vandegaer, Highlands Regional Manager, New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Fisher
Robeson Township, Berks County, PA ~ Schuylkill Highlands Cluster

In October 2018, Natural Lands Trust (NLT) acquired
20 acres in the Schuylkill Highlands. The property is
entirely forested and contains 1,500 feet of headwaters
of Beaver Run, a High-Quality-Cold Water Fishes
stream. NLT transferred the property to the PA Bureau of Forestry (BOF) which also owns the
adjacent, forested 80-acre Quaker Hill tract funded by a previous OSI grant to NLT.
“Nothing about this deal was how things usually work. First was how I
leaned about the property. It was after driving by the site several times that I
stopped to check out a faded hand-written sign tacked to the tree on the
adjacent property. “For sale” it read, with an illegible phone number. I have
a policy of never making cold calls, so I contacted someone who knew the
owners who then agreed to meet with me. They were willing to sell.
Unfortunately, the property appraised at the same value they had bought it
for 20 years before, so they weren’t interested. I turned my attention to other
properties. But as often happens, a year went by and they called me back…
two days before the grant deadline for state funding! They agreed to sell but only if we could raise the
funds by the end of the year. Scrambling like mad we got the grant in on time and raised from OSI the
remaining funds.”
~ Jack Stefferud, Natural Lands

Bartolacci Easement
Price Township, Monroe County, PA ~ Poconos-Kittatinny Cluster

In October 2018, with a $14,500 grant from OSI,
Natural Lands (NL) acquired a conservation
easement on a 41-acre forested parcel containing a
glacial bog and more than a half-mile of Stony Run, a PA-designated Exceptional Value stream
producing native trout and a tributary to the Middle Brodhead Creek. The Property is in natural
cover except for a house and driveway located in a five-acre Minimum Protection Area of the
easement. This project is part of a larger effort to conserve several contiguous wooded
properties along this stretch of the Brodhead.
“I knew Vivian Bartolacci for many years before she passed away in 2017,
five months before the conservation easement was finalized by her
husband, Bart. She was an accomplished fly fisherman and a great friend
of conservation. She, with her husband, were instrumental to helping
convince a fishing club to preserve 400 acres adjacent to their now
preserved property. We took many walks along Stony Run, and she used
to like to say that we should be able to walk along, splash in (and catch
trout in) the same stream at 80 that we did when we were 10 and lose all of
the years in between that have cluttered our lives and taken us away from
the beauty of a clear, cold and WILD trout stream. Her husband Bart says
it was always her dream that the property would be protected, and that she
was a great example of how individuals can make a difference."
~ Don Miller, Board Member and Project Manager for Poconos Heritage Land Trust

Pocono Mountain Bluestone Easement
Price Township, Monroe County, PA ~ Poconos-Kittatinny Cluster

In December 2018, with a $98,948 grant from OSI,
Natural Lands Trust (NLT) acquired a conservation
easement from the Ferenbach family on 300 steep,
forested acres bordering a nearly mile-long stretch of
the Middle Broadhead Creek in the Poconos. The
Brodhead is a PA designated Cold Water Fishes stream producing native trout. The property is
nearly 100 percent forested and borders protected land on two sides. This project is part of a
larger effort to conserve several other similar wooded properties in a contiguous area along the
Brodhead.
“The Ferenbachs – that’s a picture of Greg Ferenbach fly fishing in the picture were that rare family who decided to commit to conservation because they felt it
was the right thing to do, not because it was financially advantageous to do so.
They wanted to make sure the water in the Brodhead remains as clean for future
generations as it was for their ancestors, and the trout that inhabit this stream.
They also had the foresight to hire an attorney who understands easements and
negotiated terms that would facilitate the kinds of uses of the property that the
family wanted to see.”
~ Peter Williamson Vice President of Conservation Services, Natural Lands Trust

Meister Easement
Robeson Township, Berks County, PA ~ Schuylkill Highlands Cluster

In December 2018, Berks Nature acquired a
conservation easement on 32 forested acres along
Beaver Run, a wooded headwater stream in the Hay
Creek watershed in the Schuylkill Highlands. This 134-acre project includes purchase of a
conservation easement on the 32-acre Meister property and fee acquisition of a 101-acre forested
property 1.5 miles away in the same watershed that serves as part of the match. Berks Nature
will hold the easement on the Meister tract that requires it to be managed under a forest
management plan to protect water quality. The match property was transferred to the PA
Bureau of Forestry.
“The Hay Creek Watershed is one of those special places -- forested and
producing clean water at the top while agriculture predominates at the
bottom where the water quality is not as good. Protecting the forested
Meister tract, located on Beaver Run, a tributary of Hay Creek, is critical
to slowing infiltration of rainfall, allowing more water to be stored as
groundwater and slowly releasing to streams to maintain flow during dry
periods. By protecting land on Beaver Run, we’re helping to keep the
water clean for the borough of Birdsboro whose water intakes lie two miles
downstream on Hay Creek. Another co-benefit of protecting woodlands
and clean water is the valley’s rich biological diversity that includes a wild breeding trout population,
three PA butterfly species of concern, multiple forest interior avian species, wild turkey flocks, and yes,
there are beavers in Beaver Run (a rare occurrence in Berks County). I am glad that others in the
Delaware River Watershed Initiative have joined forces to protect the Hay Creek watershed.”
~ Lawrence E. Lloyd ~ Berks Nature, Senior Ecologist

Larsen’s Lane
Stroud Township, Monroe County, PA ~ Poconos-Kittatinny Cluster

In December 2018, The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
acquired 52 acres in the Poconos and Kittatinny
watershed cluster with a $75,081 grant from OSI. The
site includes 1500 feet of Cherry Creek, a PAdesignated High-Quality Cold-Water Fishes stream. The project is currently only 50 percent in
natural cover, but once protected the reminder of the property will be allowed to reforest. TNC
transferred the property to the Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge. The property will have
public access and be available for fishing and other passive recreation.

“We are slowly returning land that was farmed for row crops to its
natural state, a long-term undertaking that eventually will fill in and
expand the Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge. The US Fish &
Wildlife Service will allow the land to revert to a natural forest condition,
having a positive impact on Cherry Creek, which winds between
Kittatinny Ridge and Godfrey’s Ridge before joining the Brodhead Creek.
The path forward isn’t always straightforward. Prior to acquiring the
property, we discovered two issues that put the project at risk: a
discrepancy in the property line and a shed encroachment. The property
line issue was resolved. The shed encroachment remained an issue until, days before closing, the owners of
the shed sent the Conservancy a photo showing how the encroachment issue was resolved. They had cut
their shed in two, removing the portion that was over the property line.”
~ Victor Motts, Land Protection Specialist, The Nature Conservancy

