
CONSERVATION IN ACTION 
Protecting forested lands bordering headwater streams in the Delaware River basin is critically 
important for maintaining the water quality downstream. These five recent land conservation 
projects, which protected 4,200 acres with almost $1.4 million in grants from OSI’s Delaware River 
Watershed Protection Fund, secured another $11.7 million in matching dollars from public and 
private sources. The Fund was established with support from the William Penn Foundation through 
its Delaware River Watershed Initiative. (October 2018) 
 
Bear Creek Properties LLC 
Bear Creek Township, Luzerne County, PA ~ Upper Lehigh Cluster  

In September, with a $257,165 grant from OSI, the 
North Branch Land Trust completed acquisition of 389 
acres in the headwaters of Bear Creek, located on the 
northern Pocono plateau where large state forests and 
pristine bogs protect the source of the Lehigh River 
whose clean water flows into the Delaware.  The Bear 
Creek watershed is 59% protected. The property is entirely forested in oak-heath woodland with 
areas of spruce and hemlock and includes the source of Geneceda Creek, designated as a state High 
Quality Cold Water Fishes stream.  NBLT will transfer the property to PA Bureau of Forestry to 
expand the adjacent 45,000-acres Pinchot State Forest.  
   

“When walking this property on a beautiful December day in 2017 with Nick 
Lylo of the Bureau of Forestry, we had stopped and were surveying a wetland 
marsh area. While looking and listening and contemplating the beautiful 
solace of the area, Nick made the comment, ‘just add moose.’ It is not too 
often you find a magnificent tract of land in an extraordinary ecosystem that 
you would make an observation like that. But, the comment hit the nail on the 

head.  The land we’ve protected will keep our water clean, protect habitat – though maybe not for moose!  
- and provide important passive recreational opportunities.” - Rylan Coker, Land Protection and 
Stewardship Coordinator, North Branch Land Trust 
 



 
16 Years, Farm Buffer 
West Vincent Township, Chester County, PA ~ Schuylkill Highlands Cluster 

One of the main stressors to water quality in much of the 
Delaware watershed is agriculture. However, research shows 
that these impacts can be greatly reduced by protecting 100-
foot wide forested buffers on streams flowing through active 
farms. French & Pickering Creeks Conservation Trust 
(FPCCT) was the first in Pennsylvania to access a new OSI 
grant program to apply this concept. In September, the project was completed with an $80,000 
grant from OSI’s. The farm buffer easement acquired by FPCCT will protect 20 acres of buffers on 
2,100 feet of headwater streams on a 99-acre farm in the Lower French Creek watershed. The 
stream buffers border hayfields and include 5 acres of wetlands and about 15 acres of woodlands. The 
OSI funding also requires actively farmed uplands on the remainder of the property to be operated 
in compliance with a Farm Conservation Plan with provisions to protect water quality. 
 
“Every conservation practitioner knows the value of patience and perseverance, but we and our partners 
learned these virtues in spades in closing this project. For 15 years, the landowner had tried to sell the land 
for high density development, and an adjoining neighbor had tried to acquire it to conserve it. Development 
of these parcels would have dramatically compromised its habitat and water quality. Miraculously, the 

sixteenth year proved to be the charm. Three adjoining neighbors joined forces 
to create 16 Years, LLC and the acquired land was placed under easement. 
Recently some of the partners formed a new group called Eighteen Years, LLC 
to purchase the remaining 53 acres of the proposed subdivision and we are once 
again teaming up to protect those acres, creating a conservation corridor that 
will last forever.” 
 
-Pam Brown, Conservation Director, French and Pickering Creeks Conservation 
Trust 

 
 
 
  



Thompson/Wright Property  
Southampton and Woodland Townships, Burlington County, NJ ~ Kirkwood Cohansey Cluster 

Something is happening in the Rancocoas Creek 
watershed on the northern edge of the NJ Pinelands, 
which sends clean water from Pinelands forests to 
the Delaware, near intakes where Philadelphia’s 
draws its drinking water. Old cranberry bogs, no 
longer economically viable, are reverting to native 
wetlands and being offered for sale for conservation. In September 2018, The New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation (NJCF) acquired the 442-acre Thompson-Wright property in the 
Friendship Creek watershed with a $124,500 grant from OSI. The property, its bogs fallow since 
2004, includes about 235 acres of wetlands, pitch pine and oak forest and over one mile of Burrs 
Mill Brook whose waters retain the low pH characteristic of healthy Pine Barrens streams. NJCF will 
own and manage the property as habitat for native plants and wildlife, to ensure healthy and naturally 
functioning wetlands, and for public recreation.  
 
“This property had been a cranberry farm, but the family that had owned it for generations stopped 
production in 2004. When I first walked the property in 2016, I was astounded at how quickly nature had 
taken over. You would never imagine it was a cultivated landscape only a few years earlier. There are more 

than five miles of streams and tributaries on the property, water and forests were 
taking over the old cranberry bogs. I thought to myself, this is such a rare 
opportunity, and that we must go for it. That the tract was so critical for water 
quality downstream, close to Philadelphia, made protecting this land all the more 
important.”  
 
-Stephanie Monahan, Pine Barrens Regional Manager, the NJ Conservation 
Foundation 
 
 

 
 



Camp Hidden Falls  
Delaware and Lehman Townships, Pike County, PA ~ Poconos Kittatinny Cluster 

The forests and wetlands of the Poconos in 
northeastern Pennsylvania are a primary source of 
clean water flowing to the Delaware River. In April 
after five years of complex negotiations, The 
Conservation Fund (TCF) closed on the acquisition of a 1,054-acre former Girl Scout property 
known as Camp Hidden Falls in the Hornbeck’s Creek watershed with a $400,000 grant from 
OSI’s Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund and a $300,000 grant from its Northeast 
Climate Resilient Landscapes Fund. The property contains over two miles of headwaters streams 
with eight “hidden” waterfalls. The property is also important for climate resilience because it 
includes several varied landscapes and microclimates including hardwood and hemlock forest, shale 
formations and wetlands. It is a key link in creating a potential natural corridor connecting the 
70,000-acre Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area (DEWA) to the 87,000-acre 
Delaware State Forest to the west. The property was transferred to National Park Service to become 
part of DEWA.  

“When I first visited the former summer camp, it brought back fond memories 
of hiking, boating, and swimming at the scout camp when I was a kid. It is 
rewarding to protect the place where many years of scouts and families 
experienced the outdoors and built lasting friendships. The property still had a 
few buildings and what remained of the camp pool, where a group of frogs & 
turtles had taken up residence.  Prior to our purchase, the buildings were 
removed, and a dam was decommissioned. Once the dam was removed, nature 
took over and restored the waters’ natural flow creating a wetland meadow that 

was likely present before the camp’s existence.  Some frogs remained in the old camp swimming pool while 
others, along with some turtles, made their way to the new meadow. As a result, the project helps to 
maintain water quality, protect wildlife, ensure climate resilience, and the entire property will be open to 
the public as part of the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. OSI’s support was essential to 
protecting this special place.”   - Kyle Shenk, Pennsylvania State Director for The Conservation Fund 
 



Lubbers Run Greenway Phase II 
Byram Township, Hopatcong Borough, Andover Township, Sussex County, NJ 
 ~ New Jersey Highlands Cluster 

In what is the state’s largest acquisition project since 
2012, the Land Conservancy of New Jersey (TLC-NJ) 
partnered last month with the State of NJ to acquire a 
conservation easement on a 2,219–acre property in 
the NJ Highlands with a $450,000 grant from OSI. 
Two years ago, 188 acres of the project were protected 
with a $50,000 grant from the Fund. The property comprises 8.2 % of the watershed of the 
Lubbers Run Creek noted as one of the most intact watersheds in the NJ Highlands, providing clean 
water to the Musconetcong River that flows to the Delaware. The property is surrounded by 
protected land and contains several miles of the Highlands Trail and other regional and local trails 
that provide public access. 
 
 “When you hear about an easement that is 2,218 acres, you think Texas or Wyoming, not northern New 
Jersey. Nonetheless, with help from all our partners, we have completed the last and largest section of this 
gigantic conservation easement. Combined with the other Hudson Farm properties we preserved, we have 

conserved 3,827 acres of the New Jersey Highlands. Completing this last 
easement concludes thirteen years of effort. Year after year we have mapped and 
hiked this land, providing tours to funders and potential funders, planning trails, 
taking photos. We adopted a mind-set like one you adopt on a very long hike: 
‘one foot in front of the other.’ We especially appreciate the efforts of the New 
Jersey Green Acres program, and the commitment of the William Penn 
Foundation, through OSI’s Delaware Watershed Protection Fund, in protecting 
the Delaware Watershed. The most credit however, by far, goes to the owners of 
Hudson Farm who had the vision to gather this astounding array of properties, 
and the wisdom to allow us to preserve it.” - Sandy Urgo, Vice President, Land 
Preservation, The Land Conservancy of New Jersey 

 


