
CONSERVATION IN ACTION 
 
Protecting unspoiled land bordering headwater streams in the upper Delaware River basin is critically important for 
maintaining the water quality downstream. These three recent land conservation grants exemplify the goals of OSI’s 
Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund. The Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund was established with lead 
support from a $9 million grant from the William Penn Foundation. 
 
DARLING PRESERVE ADDITION 
Tobyhanna Township, PA - Poconos Kittatinny Cluster 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December 2017, Wildlands Conservancy completed 
acquisition of a 73-acre property with a $93,000 award from 
OSI through its Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund 
supported by the William Penn Foundation. The land protects 
hardwood forest, spruce bogs, and wetlands in the 
headwaters of the Tobyhanna Creek classified as a High-
Quality Cold Water Fishes stream supporting naturally reproducing trout.   

The Tobyhanna Creek watershed is highly intact with low impervious cover and few pollutants.  Wildlands Conservancy 
will own and manage the property as part of its 1300-acre Thomas Darling Preserve, which is part of a larger 2,300-acre 
assemblage of protected lands held by The Nature Conservancy and Tobyhanna Township. Wildlands Conservancy plans 
to create a trail head and expand the existing trail network in the Darling Preserve network onto the property. Other 
funding for the acquisition has been provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 
Monroe County and a partial donation of value from the landowner.   

 “The Plank property, a key parcel for clean, healthy water, also held the promise of enhanced public access for our 
Thomas Darling Preserve. It had its share of normal land-deal complexities, but it also involved a death-while-abroad 
discovery that put one of the landowners out of reach, to say the least!”  

  ~ Dawn Gorham, Director of Land Preservation, Wildlands Conservancy 
 
 
 



LEHIGH RIVER HEADWATERS 
Clifton, Sterling, Lehigh Township, Wayne County, PA - Poconos Kittatinny Cluster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In March, Wildlands Conservancy completed acquisition of 
a 500-acre property in the headwaters of the Lehigh River, 
314 acres of which were partially funded by a grant from 
OSI’s Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund 
supported by the William Penn Foundation. The property 
includes a portion of the Upper Lehigh River and its 
headwater tributaries which are classified as Exceptional Value streams - the highest water quality designation in 
Pennsylvania. The property is mostly forested with spruce, hemlock and hardwoods but also almost 50% wetlands with 
beaver ponds and a former man-made lake that is currently drawn down and will eventually be restored to natural bog 
vegetation and wetlands. Wildlands transferred the property to the PA Game Commission (PGC) which will own and 
manage it as an addition to its adjoining 3,800-acre PA State Game Lands #312. Other funding for the acquisition has 
been provided by several sources including: PGC, the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 
The Palmerton Trustees and private fundraising by Wildlands Conservancy and a partial donation of value by the 
landowners. The diverse funding from State and local sources showcases the value of innovative conservation 
partnerships in protecting the Delaware River and the Poconos region 

 “The jewel of this critical headwaters piece is the slim ribbon of water that flows across its 
landscape – this is the start of the Lehigh River. Four years in the making, it presented some 
challenges – like piecing together the funding puzzle, four amendments to the agreement of 
sale, and a multitude of last-minute closing issues. But the opportunity to the showcase the 
property for our wonderful partners on multiple site visits helped made up for the workout. 
And in the end, it was well worth our shared efforts.”  
 

Dawn Gorham, Director of Land Preservation, Wildlands Conservancy 

GRAHAM PROPERTY 
East Nantmeal Township, Chester County, PA -Schuylkill Highlands Cluster 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May 2018, Natural Lands Trust completed acquisition 
of a 22-acre property with a $95,000 from OSI through 
its Delaware River Watershed Protection Fund 
supported by the William Penn Foundation. The 
property is entirely forested and contains a portion of 
the Beaver Run, a PA designated High Quality 
headwater tributary of the Lower French Creek that 
flows downstream into agricultural and developed landscape d of the Schuylkill Highlands. Protecting these intact 
forested headwaters in this mixed landscape is critical to conserving both the water quality and ecological integrity of 
these water sheds. NLT will transfer the property to Green Valleys Watershed Association as an addition to their 
adjacent 197-acre Welkinweir Preserve, a nature preserve and arboretum and will enhance their environmental 
education programs. The project will also contain a right of way for the Horseshoe Trail increasing recreational use of 
the stream corridor. 

 “The permanent protection of the Graham property is a great example of the broad 
based support of the conservation community that is sometimes required to conserve 
key resources such as the high quality waters of the Beaver Run. All told there were 
NINE! Sources of funds required for this transaction to succeed. The project adds a 
segment to the 140 mile long Horseshoe Trail, and the wildlife habitat associated 
with the forested addition to GVA’s Welkinweir Preserve.” 

 

Jack Stefferud, Senior Director of Land Protection, Natural Lands Trust 


