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CARES DIRECT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM POLICY 

 

Purpose of Funds 

   

Under the authority of the Osage Nation Constitution, and in the interest of the Osage people, Chief 

Standingbear declared a Public Health State of Emergency, in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic, on 

March 19, 2020.  President Trump issued Proclamation 9994 on March 13, 2020 which declared a 

national emergency concerning COVID-19.  The Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 

(C.A.R.E.S.) Act, was authorized by a Public Law 116-136, and signed by the President of the United 

States on March 27, 2020.   

 

The COVID-19 virus is rapidly spreading and causing illness and death, throughout the United States.  

Members of the Osage Nation are vulnerably unprepared to face this health threat and have experienced 

financial hardships, as second-order effects of the Public Health Emergency.  

 

It is the policy of the Osage Nation to assist tribal members who are: struggling to meet individual essential 

needs and / or experiencing unforeseen increased expenses, as a result of the global pandemic. The Osage 

Nation defines essential needs to include: personal protective equipment, affordable and adequate food, and 

unmet health /medical needs. The Osage Nation defines necessary expenditures to include: expenses to 

prevent eviction or foreclosure, expenses to operate household utilities, expenses to telework, expenses to 

complete educational distant learning programs, and childcare expenses for essential workers during the 

pandemic. To assist tribal members, the Osage Nation will provide emergency assistance, directly to the 

enrolled member or the legal guardian of an enrolled tribal member.  

 

In June of 2020, the Osage Nation conducted a survey of the membership to document the prevalence of 

COVID caused losses and increased expenses.  A total of 558 members participated in the survey.  The 

largest reported loss was “additional expenses incurred” and “quarantine caused loss of income.”  The 

results also statistically proved a nearly universal need for COVID relief payments.  The results of this 

survey can be acquired from the Osage Nation Financial Assistance Department.  The Osage Nation has 

determined relief payments to be a direct, necessary COVID related response.  

 

Administration of Program 
 

The program is administered within the Osage Nation Financial Assistance Department, physically     

located at 239 W. 12th Street Pawhuska, OK 74056. There are no sub grantees. 

 

Originally, this program was to be based on a reimbursement and/or vendor pay system.  Due to the 

extensive COVID caused losses and increased expenses, and their continuing effect on the people, these 

proven needs are incredibly urgent.  Intensive documentation for reimbursement or vendor pay was found to 

be not possible given this environment.  The administratively feasible solution was to have the applicant 

attest to their loss and/or increased expenses and retain records stating such.  Payment is made to members 

for reported, documented loss and increased expenses and the records showing such will be retained by the 

applicant.    

 

Eligibility Requirements 
 

Eligible recipient’s must: 

 

1. Be an enrolled member of the Osage Nation and  

2. Certify their essential needs and / or experienced hardship and 

3. Submit a completed application, with a notarized signature.   
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Direct Emergency Assistance 

 
Assistance of up to $1,000 is available for Osage elders 65 + at time of application.  Elders have a greater 

probability of being retired, unable to take additional employment, and be limited to a fixed income.  They 

have more difficult time adapting to increased expenses and/or reduction of income.  Additionally, elders 

are the population most vulnerable to COVID and may take precautions that the general public may not be 

required to.  As such, their administrative cap was set to $1,000 to take all these factors into consideration 

for relief for this elder Osage population. 

 

The administrative cap of up to $500 is available to all other eligible enrolled members of the Osage Nation, 

on a first come first serve basis, until funds are depleted or the program closes.   

 

Must be a current member of the Osage Nation as of July 1, 2020 to be eligible for assistance.  Children 

born after July 1, 2020 and become members are eligible.  

 

Eligible members can select to receive the assistance: 

 

1.  In the form a check mailed directly to the member or legal guardian or; 

2.  An electronic transfer of funds to the member’s bank account or legal guardian’s bank account.  

 

Assistance payments will be issued from the Osage Nation Accounting office. Assistance will be made 

payable to the applying tribal member or the tribal member’s parent/legal guardian.  If you are applying on 

behalf of a minor child and you are not listed as a biological parent of the minor child in the Osage Nation 

membership files, please provide legal proof of custody or guardianship. By submitting the application, you 

are certifying that you are legally entitled to receive the assistance on your behalf, or on behalf of a minor 

child. Providing false information is a violation of federal and Osage Nation laws and subject to fines and 

jail terms. The Osage Nation Attorney General’s Office will prosecute any individual who provides false 

documentation in attempts to fraudulently obtain assistance on their behalf or on the behalf of another. Any 

dispute between parents or guardians over the benefit payment on behalf of a minor child is a civil matter 

between the affected parties and the Osage Nation accepts no responsibility or liability.   

 

This funding is not to be treated as taxable income as it meets the definition of a “qualified disaster relief 

payment” as defined by IRS code 26 USC Section 139(b).   This funding also meets the tax exempt status of 

an “Indian general welfare benefit” as defined by 26 USC Section 139E(b). 

 

Coordination  
 

Coordination can prevent an overlap in services between agencies and their programs and ensures that tribal 

members know about and receive the maximum services and benefits available under all applicable 

programs. Staff will work closely with Indian Housing Programs, Community Block Grant Programs and 

Employment & Training Programs to ensure the tribal member is receiving the available assistance, but not 

duplicating services.  
 

Outreach Activities and Program Resources 
 

  Outreach activities will include, but not be limited to the following: 

 Information material published in a local newspaper 

 Information material shared to our website and social media 

 Information material posted in local & other tribal buildings 

 Information material will be shared with consultants such as Scholarship America and RT 
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Consulting 

 

 

Fiscal Controls 
 

The program will operate in accordance to policies and procedures of the Osage Nation Accounting 

Department, and the Single Audit Act. The program will be subject to internal monitoring, as scheduled by 

the Osage Nation Grants Compliance Office and will permit and cooperate with federal investigations.  
 

Confidential Records and Reporting 

 
All records of this program are protected and confidential and not subject to open records requests. Program 

personnel are required to sign confidentiality agreements. The Osage Nation Financial Assistance 

Department will utilize a web based software, Customer Relations Management (CRM) to track 

applications, eligible recipients, assistance payments, and program data. In accordance with accounting 

policies, all expenditures will be processed and tracked in Microix and Abilia software. All hard copy files 

are stored in locked cabinets, in the Financial Assistance file room, until sent to the Archives department, 

for retention and disposal. 

 

Procedures 

 
1. Applicant must complete and submit an application for assistance to the Osage Nation Financial 

Assistance Department. 

2. Program personnel will enter data into CRM, verify membership status and review application. 

 

   If the applicant is determined eligible for assistance: 

 A letter is emailed or mailed to the applicant, notifying them of the determination  

 A payable is processed to the accounting department via Microix 

 A check is mailed directly to the tribal member or transferred to the tribal member’s bank 

account 

  

 

If the applicant is determined ineligible for assistance: 

 A letter is emailed or mailed to the applicant, stating the reasons of denial and explanation 

of the appeal process. 

 If the applicant appeals the determination, in written form, within 10 business days of the 

letter, to the Financial Assistance office, the appeal will be forwarded to the Director of 

Operations or his designee for review.  

 The Director of Operations or his designee will hear the applicant, review the appeal and 

make a determination of eligibility, then respond in written or electronic communication to 

the applicant.  


