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mation. For faster processing time, 
please visit any TCC Enrollment 
Services office with a valid photo 
ID.   

TCC classes offered include: 

 A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a l                       
Government 

 US History Civil War Era-
Present 

 Nutrition 

 Computer Concepts & Apps 

 Composition I 

 Introduction to Psychology 

 

    Another higher education            
opportunity available, for Osage 
Nation Employees, are college 
classes offered by Pawnee Nation 
College, also at the Osage Nation 
Education Department. These 
classes are held on Tuesdays and 
begin August 24, 2016.  

    A counselor from Pawnee Na-
tion College will be on-site for                       
pre-enrollment at the education 
department on Tuesday, June 21, 

 
Osage Nation and College Programs Offer Higher Education Opportunities 

    We are just beginning the                
summer season, but another 
school year is just around the 
corner. Fall semester begins                    
August 22, 2016 for students that 
attend the Tulsa Community  
College (TCC) classes held at the 
Osa ge  Na t i on  Educ a t i on                     
Department campus in Hominy. 
This is a convenient option for the 
students enrolled at Barnsdall, 
Cleveland, Hominy, Pawhuska, 
Woodland and Wynona Public 
Schools. A partnership with these 
local school districts, TCC and the 
Osage Nation,  make this                        
opportunity possible. The classes 
are scheduled for Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings 
from 8:15am to 11:10am. 

    Adult learners may enroll in 
these local college classes by                
visiting the TCC website at:          
http://tulsacc.edu/. From this                 
website, prospective students can 
apply for admission to TCC. Once 
the application is completed,    
processing can take up to five 
days. Upon acceptance, the                 
student will receive an email with 
a welcome letter which includes 
the college wide ID number and 
other important log-in infor-

2016. They can discuss the   
degree options that are                
available. Applicants should 
bring two official transcripts 
from each school most recently                  
completed. If the  applicant has 
less than thirty college credit 
hours they should bring two 
official high school transcripts.  

Pawnee Nation classes include: 

 Composition I 

 College Algebra 

 Media Culture 

 Strategies of Academic 
Success 

    Tulsa Community College 
and Pawnee Nation College are 
both offering college classes 
during the fall semester for the 
local community. Please call 
Electa Redcorn at 918-287-9788 
or you may email her ered-
corn@osagenation-nsn.gov for 
more information regarding 
these classes.  

 

 

Melissa Star Murray, 
newly crowned 
Hominy JOM princess, 
dances with family 
behind her at the 
Osage JOM powwow . 

Photo above: Wah.Zha.Zhi youth 
academy students participated in the 
soccer camp, hosted by the                  
Prevention Department. 



   
 

The Osage Nation Career Training Scholarship is for 
Osage students enrolled in programs earning a    
licensure or certification at a state or nationally   
accredited training facility. Career Training               
applicants shall apply for a scholarship before their 
program start date. 
There are also trust scholarship opportunities: 
 Eugene Daniels Scholarship   
 John L. Rubel Scholarship  
 
Please contact Trevor Piearcy for more information 
about the above scholarship opportunities at                  

(918) 287-9728 or   
tpiearcy@osagenation-nsn.gov. 
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Summer Greetings from the  
STEAM Program! 

 

Osage Nation Scholarship Information 

 
 
 
    The Osage Nation has recently 
changed the name and focus of the 
STEM program to STEAM in order 
to  incorporate art activities for            
students to enjoy. Art classes and 
activities enhance the overall            
education and development of a 
child.  
    *Challenge of the month - 
Help your child be a STEAM 
thinker! Search out STEAM-related                        
recreational activities such as a trip 
to a local science museum, a visit to 
an Exploreum, or a robotics                  
competition.  Encourage your child 
to ask questions and/or participate. 
    *Careers to explore and 
have a conversation with your                 
children about: Oceanographer 
– scientist who studies the ocean; 
for example the ecosystem        
dynamics; ocean currents, waves, 
and the geology of the sea floor. 
Marine Biologist – a scientist who 
studies the organisms and their    
habitats in the ocean or other                 

marine bodies of water. 
Park ranger, park warden, or 
forest ranger – a person                     
entrusted with protecting and             
preserving parklands – national, 
state, provincial, or local parks. 
Wilderness guide – a person who 
leads others through wilderness 
areas and works to ensure safety; 
they are expected to have a               
command of survival skills (such as 
making shelters, fire-making,             
navigation, and first aid) and an                        
understanding of the ecology and 
history of the location where they 
guide. Other common skills among 
guides include traditional handicrafts 
and cooking methods, fishing,                  
hunting, bird watching, and nature 
conservation.                            

    Mrs. Monica Sanders, a teacher 
at Skiatook Middle School, applied 
for an Osage Nation Charitable 
Grant in April. Mrs. Sanders re-

ceived the grant, to purchase a 
stand up desk for her classroom. 
The desk allows students the     
freedom to move without becoming 
a distraction to others. The               
swiveling foot rest helps to get rid 
of pent up energy while also being 
able to pay attention to the ex-
pected task.   

Photo above L-R: Mrs. Monica   
Sanders, David Cote, Gabe Murillo, 
Michael Hight and Piper Hand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Receives  
Osage Grant 

*IMPORTANT* 
The initial application deadline to              
receive the Osage Nation Higher               
Education Scholarship for the 2016-
2017 academic year is June 15th.  
 
To be considered for funding, the                   
deadline must be met by enrolled Osage 
students attending school in the fall, spring 
and summer. The higher education                    
scholarship is administered by Scholarship 
America.  
Visit the website to apply: 
www.scholarsapply.org/osagenation 
For personal assistance call: (855) 758-8609 

Have a great summer! 
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 A large crowd of family and friends attended 
the  Pawhuska JOM senior banquet, held at Wakon 
Iron hall. The parent committee distributed awards 
and asked the students to discuss their plans for the             
future. The majority of graduates revealed plans to 
attend college. They felt honored to see so many 
people there to support and celebrate their                         
achievement. The parent committees of Barnsdall, 
Hominy, Pawhuska, Skiatook and Woodland JOM 
programs wanted to acknowledge the class of 2016 
with a gift and/or event to commemorate the special 
occasion.  
 The Woodland JOM Parent Committee                       
sponsored a graduation dinner and dance for the 
JOM high school graduates and their families to                  
attend. They held this dance in conjunction with the 
Wah.Zha.Zhi Early Learning Academy Head Start 
graduation program on May 5, 2016 at the                   
Grayhorse Indian Village. The students received 
Pendleton blankets, donated by the family of the 
Grayhorse drumkeeper, and gifts from the parents.                                                             
 The Skiatook and Hominy parent commit-
tees mailed out gift cards to reward the graduating 
JOM students. Skiatook JOM parents also hosted a 
college day to assist the graduates in the                   
transition to college. These graduation activities and 
awards came from the larger JOM program                      
organizations of the Osage Nation to recognize and 
honor the JOM students in the class of 2016.        

                                          
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the past five years, Osage youth have traveled 
to Northern Oklahoma College in Tonkawa,                    
Oklahoma for the Native American Youth                   
Leadership Day. This event includes college prep 
workshops, STEM activities and an intertribal quiz 
bowl challenge. It is an all-day event, scheduled July 
6th, for youth from local tribes.  
 
Last year seven tribes sent students to this event 
that included Iowa, Kaw, Osage, Otoe-Missouria, 
Pawnee, Ponca, and Tonkawa. The Osage Education 
Department plans to continue this tradition if there 
are interested Osage students, in grades 7-12, that 
want to participate.  Students that participate will 
receive shirts, transportation, lunch and other                 
incentives. Please contact Avis Ballard (918) 287-
5545 or by email at aballard@osagenation-nsn.gov 
for more information about this        
program.             
 
 
 

Upcoming  JOM Meetings 
 

Skiatook JOM : Tuesday, July 12, 
2016 at the SEAC/Family Resource 
Center from 7-8pm 
 
Bowring JOM: Thursday, July 14, 
2016 at Bowring Public school at 6pm 
 
The mission of the Johnson O'Malley 
Program (JOM) is to provide 
supplementary financial assistance to 
meet the unique and specialized 
education needs of American Indian 
students enrolled in one of the public 
schools served by the Osage Nation.   

JOM Graduates Celebrate 

Osage students invited to                         
6th Annual Native American               

Youth Leadership Day 

JOM graduates at the Pawhuska JOM Senior banquet on 
May 17, 2016 



 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Molly Shannon                              
University of Indianapolis                   

Gerontology, MS                             
Indiana 

Osage College Graduates Class of 2016 

Sarah Suzanne Dechant 
University of Kansas 

Occupational Therapy, MS 

 
The Osage 

Nation Education 

Department 

wants to 

congratulate 

these students for 

their hard work 

and achievement! 
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 Ashleigh McCarthy 
Troy University    
Psychology, BS   

Alabama 

Blake Hicks                     
Pittsburgh State                 
Exercise Science, BS     
Kansas 

Mitchell Morton                      
Columbia University                

Neuroscience &                    
Behavior, BA                                    
New York 

Dessa Rentrop          
University of Hawaii                  

Food Science and    
Human Nutition, BS 

Shandi Mason                    
Rogers State University              

Nursing, AAS                             
Oklahoma Dr. Sarah Tielke graduated from Oklahoma State University with a Ph.D in                       

Educational Psychology.  



 

Hannah Leage                                  
Roosevelt University                       
Integrated Marketing                       

Connor Appelberg                     
University of Central Oklahoma         

Industrial Safety, BS 

 

Taryn Crawford                      
Oklahoma Wesleyan University 

Business Administration, AA 

 

 

Best wishes for 

your future! 
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Yasaman J. Hemmat, MD   
University of Iowa 

Bryce Fugate  
University of Oklahoma 

Osage College Graduates Class of 2016 

Claire Hansel graduated from the      
University of Missouri in Kansas City 
(UMKC) with her Bachelor’s of Science 
in Accounting. She attended the 
“Dreams to Degrees” event, sponsored 
by Scholarship America. Her winning 
essay discussed how the Osage                
scholarship impacted her life. Even 
though knowledge of her Osage ancestry 
is limited she said, “My grandfather still 
tells stories about time spent around the  
reservation and in Pawhuska” (UMKC 
website, June 2016). 

Jamie and Brian Clark 
Northeastern State University 

Oklahoma 



 
*Please check the website 

below for more 
information about the 

Education Department. 

Education Staff: 

Mary Wildcat, Education Director       (918) 287-5657 

Shaina Perrier, Office Manager and Sylvan Coordinator   (918) 287-9738 

Trevor Piearcy, Education Advisor       (918) 287-9728 

Avis Ballard, JOM Coordinator      (918) 287-5545 

Jennifer Holding, STEAM Coordinator      (918) 287-5301 

Electa Redcorn, Academic Counselor      (918) 287-9788 

 
Tribal Education Advocates: 
 
Cheryl Herard, Lead Advocate: Pawhuska Indian Camp & Elementary and NATP  (918)287-5656 

Coley Streater: Woodland and McCord Public Schools    (918) 287-9713 

Amy Seago: Skiatook and Prue Public Schools                    (918) 287-5273 

Amanda McKinley: Pawhuska High School       (918) 287-9711 

Erika Cole: Avant, Anderson, Barnsdall, Bowring, Shidler, Osage Hills & Wynona  (918) 287-5304 

Joy Appelberg: Hominy Public Schools     (918) 287-5303

www.osagenation-nsn.gov 

 
 

Osage Nation                                
Education Department 

102 Buffalo Ave. 
Hominy, OK   74035 

T. (918) 287-5300 
F. (918) 287-5567 

There is no denying the importance of educational institutions, but sometimes they are not 
enough. Sometimes a student needs personalized tutoring to truly succeed. The Osage      
Nation understands this, so we are dedicated to ensuring our Osage children have the   
opportunity to access tutoring, regardless of where they live in the United States. The    
Nationwide Academic Tutoring  Program (NATP) is available to Osage members in               
Kindergarten through 12th grade who need additional academic support and guidance to 
maximize their success in the classroom. To apply for the NATP program you may access 
the application online at www.osagenation-nsn.gov under Education Youth Services tab or 
call 918-287-5300. 
Eligibility 
NATP is open to all legally enrolled members of the Osage Nation who attend                 
kindergarten through twelfth grade (private or public schools). To ensure that we                
help those Osage students who need help the most, and due to budgetary restrictions,   
priority for acceptance into the program shall be as follows: 
 
 students performing below grade level in English language arts (reading & writing), 

math, science, or history 
 students that performed below state standards in any state mandated test 
 students struggling to maintain a “C” or lower in a subject 
 students that performed at or below a “C” level in any end-of-instruction test (final or 

midterm test) 
 students who obtain a recommendation from at least one teacher or their school 

counselor for tutoring services 

The mission of the Osage Nation Education Department is to               
provide educational and supportive services to Osages so they 
can obtain the skills needed to become productive individuals and         
contributors to their community.  
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Osage Nationwide Academic Tutoring Program  
(NATP) Helps Osage Students Excel in their Academics   


