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The Pawhuska High School students that attended the March 9, 2016 ACT workshop 

at Northern Oklahoma College (NOC) in Tonkawa, Oklahoma were able to use the 

ACT techniques they learned to their advantage. On March 29, 2016 the Pawhuska 

Junior class took the ACT test, sponsored by the State of Oklahoma, with the help of 
Pawhuska High School Counselor, Mrs. Olivia Cronister. The ACT test was adminis-

tered during school hours, for the first time, to the entire Junior class of Pawhuska 

High school. These students benefited from the ACT experience and some of these 

students were first time ACT test participants. Osage student, Eva Harden said, “I 

studied my ACT packet in preparing for the test.” Another Osage student, Denver 
Wahwahssuck said, “I studied and noticed a similar math problem on the ACT test 

today!” 

 

The Osage Nation Education Department staff are excited to hear that the students 

are benefiting and using the ACT/PREP workshop to help study for their ACT tests.  

Avis Ballard, Johnson O’Malley Coordinator, worked hard to promote this ACT  

workshop by contacting parents and schools to make sure these students were      
allowed to attend. Also in attendance, to help chaperone the group of students, were 

Coley Streater and Amanda McKinley, Osage Nation Education Tribal Advocates.   
 

Osage Students Take ACT Test 



   
 

 The Osage Nation Career Training Scholarship is for Osage students enrolled in programs earning a    
licensure or certification at a state or nationally accredited training facility.  Career Training applicants 
should apply for  scholarship before  program start date. 

 The Eugene Daniels Scholarship is awarded to two (2) Osage students per year. Students must be enrolled 
in a degree/certificate program (at an accredited college or technical school) with a major in a medical-
related field.  

 The Morris E. & Ethel Carlton Wheeler Scholarship is awarded to Osage students and adopted children 
(Indian or Non-Indian, legally adopted by a court of competent jurisdiction) of Osage original allottees  
interested in furthering their education. Eligible students may apply for the scholarship within applicable 
guidelines for funding.  

 The John L. Rubel Scholarship is awarded to Osage students attending Oklahoma State University Institute 
of Technology in  Okmulgee, Oklahoma or Tri-County Technology Center in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.  

 
Please contact Trevor Piearcy for more information about the above scholarship opportunities  

(918) 287-9728 or  tpiearcy@osagenation-nsn.gov. 
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Happy Spring from the STEM Program! 

Osage Nation Scholarship Information 

Students at the Wah-Zha-Zhi Early 
Learn ing  Academies  (WELAs)         
participate bi-weekly in STEM activities. 
Some of their recent activities have 
included constructing Cat in the Hat 
towers to look like the cat’s tall red 
and white hat. Osage orthography 
games were played to encourage not 
only the orthography, but also color 
recognition and matching. Other activi-
ties include Asian food role play to 
practice fine motor and transferring, 
color and size matching with plastic 
eggs, gardening along with parts of 
plants and what plants have, need, and 
give to us, and animal behaviors and 
imitations.  If you have a child attending 
one of the WELAs, be sure to watch 
for their “homework”.  STEM activities 
will be sent home for your family to 
enjoy together. 
 
*Challenge of the month - Help 
your child be a STEM Thinker! 
Make your home a STEM-friendly 
place. Be enthusiastic about ideas that 

your child wants to test (within      
reason) .  Set up a p lace for              
experimenting and building prototypes. 
Provide materials for experiments. The 
materials do not have to be expensive.   
Materials might include things like   
paper cups, craft sticks, glue, etc. 
 
*Careers to consider and have a    
conversation with your children about  
Botanist – a plant 
scientist that     studies 
plants,        processes 
of plant life, and the 
classification and the 
description of plant 
diversity. 
Horticulturist – 
works in the branch of 
agricultural that deals 
with the art, science, 
t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d     
business of growing 
plants. 
Landscape Archi-
tect – will design in 

the art and craft of growing plants with 
a goal of creating a beautiful  environ-
ment. 
Turf Management – managing the 
care of the turf in stadiums, golf    
courses or sports complexes. 
Greenhouse Worker - takes care of 
and works with many types of plants 
and flowers inside a greenhouse that 
require regulated climatic conditions to 

Skiatook WELA participating in a STEM Project.  
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There is no denying the importance of educational 
institutions, but sometimes they are not enough.  
Sometimes a student needs personalized tutoring to 
truly succeed. The Osage Nation understands this, 
so we are dedicated to ensuring our Osage children 
have the opportunity to access tutoring, regardless 
of where they live in the United States. The Nation-
wide Academic Tutoring Program (NATP) is availa-
ble to Osage members in Kindergarten through 12th 
grade who need additional academic support and 
guidance to maximize their success in the classroom. 
To apply for the NATP program you may access the 
application online at www.osagenation.gov under the 
Education Youth Services tab or call 918-287-5300. 
 
Eligibility 
NATP is open to all legally enrolled members of the 
Osage Nation who attend Kindergarten through 
12th grade (private or public schools). To ensure 
that we help those Osage students who need help 
the most, and due to budgetary restrictions, priority 
for acceptance into the program shall be as follows: 
 
 Osage students performing below grade level in 

English Language Arts (reading & writing), math, 
science, or history 

 Osage students who have performed below state 
standards in any state mandated test 

 Osage students struggling to maintain a “C” or 
lower in a subject 

 Osage students who have performed at or below 
a “C” level in any end-of-instruction test (final or 
midterm test) 

 Osage students who obtain a 
recommendation from at 
least one teacher or their 
school counselor for tutoring 
services 

The Osage Nationwide Academic    
Tutoring Program  

(NATP) 
 

Helps Osage Students Excel in               
their Academics . . .  

Research from the New Jersey Department of     
Education suggests that in addition to increasing a 
student’s GPA, quality tutoring can benefit students 
in a number of ways, including: 
Improving student work habits. By building on 
the learning that takes place during the school day, 
tutoring can help students improve planning,         
organizing and the way they approach learning,           
projects, and assignments. 
Personalization. Since instruction is delivered   
individually or in small groups, tutoring provides for 
immediacy of feedback. 
More time-on-task.  Tutoring allows students to 
receive additional help and reinforcement for     
learning skills and provides additional opportunities 
to practice the application of information. 
Meeting specific student needs. Tutoring can 
offer students individual attention to help them learn 
in different and perhaps more effective ways in a 
smaller group environment. A tutor also provides an 
additional academic interaction focused on the     
individual student. 
Reducing non-productive or risky behaviors. 
Tutoring offers students a safe, supportive           
environment out of school and can help them make 
productive use of their time. 
Improving social and behavioral skills. Tutoring 
programs can support students as they develop   
confidence that helps them in the classroom. They 
can become better communicators, make positive 
social and behavioral adjustments, form better     
relationships with peers, and exercise more effective 
conflict-resolution strategies. 
Increased ability to manage one’s own     
learning. As competency grows, confidence in    
academic performance increases. This is often seen 
in a positive shift in attitude toward the content area 
and school in general. 

Tutoring Is More Than  Just              
Increasing GPA 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Special Points of 
Interest: 
 
 
Last Day of Classes: 
 
Anderson May 12 
Avant  May 5 
Barnsdall May 19 
Bowring May 19 
Hominy  May 24 
McCord May 18 
Osage  Hills May 13 
Pawhuska May 26 
Prue  May 17 
Shidler  May 19 
Skiatook May 18 
Woodland May 19 
Wynona May 13 
 
TCC  Concurrent  
Enrollment Finals 
Week: May—2-6 
 
 

Upcoming  JOM 
Meetings 
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Hominy JOM 
Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at  
the Osage Education  
Department from 7-8pm 
 
Skiatook JOM 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 at the  
SEAC/Family Resource  
Center from 7-8pm 
 
Woodland JOM  
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 at  
the Osage Language building  
from 5:30-6:30pm  

     

 

The mission of the Johnson  
O'Malley Program (JOM) is to  
provide supplementary financial  
assistance to meet the unique  
and specialized education needs  
of American Indian students  
enrolled in one of the public  
schools served by the Osage  
Nation.  Please contact  
Avis Ballard at 918-287-5545 or  
email her at  
aballard@osagenation-nsn.gov  
for more information about this        
program.   

The Skiatook JOM parent committee will host a                     
college day on May 5, 2016 at the Brooks Walton 
Activity Center (SMAC) from 8am – 12pm. This 
event is for the Skiatook JOM students, classified as 
junior and seniors, to attend if they’re interested in 
going to college once they graduate from high school. 
There will be guest speakers and booths with college 
representatives available to speak with the students 
as well as answer questions about their school. 
Please contact the Skiatook JOM parent committee 
at Skiatook_jom@yahoo.com for more information 
about this event or the program.  

Shidler and Wynona JOM Parents                  
Needed to Volunteer for JOM program                                                            

The Woodland JOM Parent Committee plans to  
sponsor a graduation dinner and dance for the   
Woodland JOM high school graduates and their     
families to attend. They host this dance in conjunction 
with the WELA Early Learning Academy Head Start 
program. It will be held on Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 
the Gray Horse  Indian Village. The event will begin 
with dinner at 5pm with the dance to follow. Please 
contact the Woodland JOM parent committee at    
918-638-1105 or 918-504-2393 for more information 
about this event or the program.  

Skiatook JOM Parents Plan College Day                                                           

Woodland JOM Graduates                                   
Invited to Honor Dance 

There are approximately fifty JOM students at Shidler 
Public Schools and about twenty-five at Wynona          
Public Schools. In order to provide quality JOM        
services to these students, there must be a parent 
committee volunteer a small amount of time for the 
program. Interested parents must have a Native 
American student enrolled at one of the schools 
listed. The  student needs to have a CDIB or tribal 
membership card from a federally-recognized tribe, 
issued in their name.  The Osage Nation Education 
Department will continue to provide school supplies 
at the beginning so the students are  prepared to start  
classes. However, more  services can only be           
provided with the help of a parent committee           
representative, according to federal guidelines. They 
could be receiving assistance with cap and gown fees 
or honor roll awards, along with other expenses, if 
funding allows. The JOM funds are intended to help 
Native American students participate and be active in 
their school programs. Please contact Avis Ballard, 
JOM coordinator, at 918-287-5545 or email her at 
aballard@osagenation-nsn.gov if you would be willing 
to   volunteer or have questions about the program.   



 

 
*Please check the website 

below for more 
information about the 

Education Department. 

Education Staff: 

Mary Wildcat, Education Director       (918) 287-5657 

Shaina Perrier, Office Manager and Sylvan Coordinator   (918) 287-9738 

Trevor Piearcy, Education Advisor       (918) 287-9728 

Avis Ballard, JOM Coordinator      (918) 287-5545 

Jennifer Holding, STEM Coordinator      (918) 287-5301 

Electa Redcorn, Academic Counselor      (918) 287-9788 

 
Tribal Education Advocates: 
 
Cheryl Herard, Lead Advocate:  Pawhuska (Indian Camp,  Elementary  

    and NATP)     (918)287-5656 

Coley Streater:    Woodland and McCord   (918) 287-9713 

Amy Seago:    Skiatook , Prue, and Hominy                  (918) 287-5273 

Amanda McKinley:   Pawhuska High School and Wynona   (918) 287-9711 

Erika Cole:    Avant, Anderson, Barnsdall, Bowring,                                                        

    Shidler and Osage Hills    (918) 287-5304 

 

 

www.osagenation-nsn.gov 

The mission of 
the Osage Nation 

Education  
Department is to 

provide  
educational and 

supportive  
services to  

Osages so they 
can obtain the 

skills needed to 
become  

productive  
individuals and 
contributors to 

their community. 

Internship Program 2016-2017 
 
The Osage Nation Education Department supports Osage students participating in 
a degree or certification program through the provision of our Internship Program. 
This program is  designed to provide Osage students with work experience in their 
chosen field of study to better prepare them to enter the workforce upon        
graduation.  
 
Applicants must maintain a 2.5 GPA to be eligible for the Internship Program and    
applications will be accepted year round. Interns are limited to one (1) internship 
per degree or certification program. The internships are limited to 320 hours per 
internship. Internship applications will be reviewed by an intern administrator  
serving the Nation as an Academic Counselor.  
 
The Osage Nation has benefits for Osage students who must complete an        
internship or observation, but are not allowed to be paid a wage for time worked. 
Applications are available on the Osage Nation Education’s webpage.  
 
For more information contact Electa RedCorn, Internship Program Administrator,            
918-287-5300 or internship@osagenation-nsn.gov. 

Osage Nation Education Department 
102 Buffalo Ave. 

Hominy, OK   74035 
T. (918) 287-5300 
F. (918) 287-5567 

Osage Nation  Wah-Zha-Zhi Youth Academy  
216 W. 15th 

Pawhuska, OK   74056 
T. (918) 287-9712 


