THE OSAGES

"Not-Afraid-of-Longhairs had counseled with hLis people for. several "’

days, and the results were requests for modifications of the -bill?
(z) The Osages wanted more land; (2) They wanted assurance
from the United States that they would be protected from tres:

passers “in the new reservation, in the form of a formal treaty;”

(3) They wanted the control of part of their funds by the chieftains}
(4) They wanted to hold their land in community uatil they should
request a change; (y) They wanted acreage equal to the nutnber of
acres which the state of Kansas had held for school purposes, and
they asked the United States to buy this acreage for themy (6) They,
wanted the right to hunt buffalo on the plains beyond the -westcf{:i'_
limits of their reservation; and (7) They wanted permission to send
delegates to Washington to talk in their own behalf. T

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs approved the request to hunt
buffalo on the plains and the request that they be permitted 1o se;n':d
delegations to Washington when they had the funds, He thoujht,
that the request that they be compensated for the sections 16 and 36
which they turned.over to Kansas for school purposes should be:
granted. The most important request of all was number 4, which was
granted, this having to do with holding of their land in communii

unti] they might request a change, Not-Afraid-of-Longhairs stood up’
in courcil under an el on Drum Creek in September, 180, and:

spoke for his people for the signing of a paper which the governmed
wanted signed, a paper which the impatient committee under orde
must urge them to sign; and with the expectant trespassers walting:
in a circle about the council, they turned over to the government thet
lands-in Kansas. Now they would ask a gift in exchange. They di
not want their new reservation-owned in severalty; they wanted i
own it in common. Surrounded by Heavy Eyebrows, they, like.thei
Sacred One, grew smaller, and they must stay together. -
#ipparently they needed no Heavy Eyebrows advisers, Holding’

their Jand in common would later make their name known all over-

North America, -

Adfter the signing of the paper, the women sobbed their mourning
songs every morning for days. They must leave the graves of ‘their
fathers and their children for the third time. s
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agtiicy on the Verdigris as early as -1859, a year bcforf: the reser-
was sold by the Osages to the United States government. They
%o bev trees with which to build thelr houses that they were
belle to thatch their roofs with bluestem and other grasses. The
"Olfies had called this village Hay-House-Town, "These p?ople
roaisized & county and called it Montgomery, with an attitude

In ‘itipudence. They were very ‘eager about the ‘Littlf Ones'
proving the removal legislation, .and 'before. the ‘lcg.mkﬁ:m; was
Anpiio ed; they became genial, as the intruders did all over the difmin-
Febiervation during this time of uneertainty, However, s soon.
Tittle Ones signed the bill, many af th.em returned to their old
r"_f'bclligcrcﬂce and arropance.. .

g‘é"ﬂiﬂerent with these people who built lodges with grass, say
1¢tl8! Osages who had ‘thelr village just north of Hay-House- -
While like all the others they had little tirhe in their striggle
i f:féiric during the establishmert of homies to have an aca-
cffiié_,‘-i’j'{t&fégk*in the Little Ones, espccially since the vety glfteqcc
,gwiftt'ié Onés was an obstacle, there must have been some sort
Shehement with some of the Osage batids. A‘Vweck after the
1°hill had been signéd and before the Little’Ones weut on
inter buffalo hunt, never to return to Katsas w0 live, Gty war-
o t.o' Hay-House-Town, and in the very middle of the little
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'THE OSAGES
village began. to change to their dance clothing and to paint thclr

faces,
They danced. Possibly one of the social dances, apparently as a

gesture of farewell, As the people of the town watched, they pust?

have begun already to have a feeling of nostalgia which couldn’t
possibly have 2 logical basis. Possibly in their great relief in the
knowledge that they would never see the Little Ones again, they
might have been filled with well-being and generosity.

This was much the way Agent Gibson felt after the Litte Ones
had left Kansas on their winter hunt after the signing of the removal
bill. His feeling of relief would have a different basis, however, H

would have a clean slate, upon which the Friends would help th
Little Ones write their future history. His frst report to Superin
tendent Enoch Hoag, October 1, 1870, was very long, and he wroté
with &lan. The staid, conservative, practical Rriend became alm
postic, and because he was so intent on the welfare of his Osages an
so hopeful for them he did in several paragraphs in the report allo
the mustang of fancy to get the bit in his teeth.

He wanted to be sure that Superintendent Hoag really apprematc
the Osages. “Physically,” he wrote, “the Osages are strong in cons
tution. The men are large and crect, the women strong and hcalthy
the children bright and active,”

He wrote that there were about 250 mixed-bloods. He had learn
courtesy from his charges and now did not refer to mixed- bloods.
“half-breeds.” He said the full-blood Osages were divided into seven
bands. This was sufficient evidence that the old organization of. the
Little Old. Men was breaking up. Of the original five Physxcal .
visions originating in the great flood—the Big Hills, the Upland
Forest, the Thorny-Valley, the Down-Below People (the Lu:tlc:
Osages), and the Heart-Stays People—the Upland-Forest Peaple had

been split at the death of Gra-Mo's, Arrow-Geing-Home, and there |

was now a Black Dog band and a Claremore band of the Uplaﬁd
Forest, and Gibson had unofficially added, for convenience in si

ing the bill, an apocryphal band, the mixed-bloods, but here he, Was :

still calling them the “Half-Breed band.” He mentioned the Beav
gens of the Thorny-Valley People as “the Beaver band.”
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LAST DSAGE RESERVATION, NOW OSAGE COUNTY; OKLAHOMA

Ll hxs rcport he described the lodges, and they seem to have changed
litle in three hundred years. He wrote that the frame was stll
oles'and that they used buffalo robes and “matting made of flags,”
hich -was the original cattail. All that had been added were pusch-
ot POssLbl}' these were used at the bottom of the lodges.
Te was heartsick over the thought of the manual lsbor the Osages
‘perfoimied in preparing for their hunts and in their preparation of
“and the making of horn spoons and bows and arrows-and the
cated labor of meving camp four times a year: from the prairie-
iéodlands to the plains twice and from the plains to the prairie-
odlands twice. Even their planting was laborious, he believed, Xf
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-graves of the Osages, and their purposeful agitation of his charges;

" Osage Reservation. He might have remembered the immigrants of:

THE OSAGES

only, he thought, they could divert this labor to agriculture, it would'

place them in “affuent circumstances.” i

He wrote that he would be glad with the Osages to be free from
the whites of the diminished reservation—their killing each other
over claims they had no right to, their searching for treasures in the

He wrote at length of the conflict between the whites and the Osages
for a decade or more: “The question will suggest itself; which of
these people are the savages?” When he wrote of the new reserva;
tion in the Indian Teerritory, he seemed to have renewed confidencs
in the government. Fe wrote that while the removal legislation waé
being considered, “Several hundred professional squatters have any
ticipated this and taken claims oa this new home, but from the noise
made by the demagegues, I apprehend the troops sent by the gover
ment to eject them, are doing their duty.” ;
As he was writing his long report to Superintendent Hoag, he
must have been arrested in his enthusiasm and have wondered if he
were belng just to the settlers of Kansas, and he must have suddenly
thought of the many people who had come to the diminished rese
vation sincerely believing it to be free for the taking, as the- Iand
speculators and the politicians had assured them, There had been’
Union soldiers from across the Mississippi coming to claim their govy
ernment homesteads, many of whom listened to the speculators and.
the politicians and the free men, and settled or tried to settle on th

his own faith who settled on the reserye of the Little Ones, and cansed
some embarrassment, ‘
Desiring to be just, he wrote: “Right here before noticing thc Pre
ent and moral condition of this people, I wish to remark that wha
ever strictures I have made or may make upon the white intrudets;
upon Indian reservations are intended solely for that class. The ter
squatter, settlers, etc.,, is necessarily used but it is by no means.in
tended to include that grand army of pioneers who respecting. la

and the rights of others have with industry, energy and courage!

worthy of all commendation, made the wilderness to bloom as- the:
L]
rose,
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@also mentioned in his first report that the Osages had made
sateiveith the Plains Indians, but shut his eyes to the facts, pretend-
gl himself that they made peace because they were inherenty
| Hle suspected that they had-taken the pipe to the Cheyenne
fapahoe tipis for the purpose of confederation against the wag-
s and the gold-seekers, the buffalo hunters, and the trespassers
plains in general as well as against the trespassers on the Osage

hjy___endowcd by nature, physmﬂliy and mora.lly A Fner lookmg
bfmen with more grace and dignity or better intellectual de-

‘ pcé’fthe most numerous and warlike nation on this Continent,
domain extending from the Guif to the Missouri River, from
ississippl to the Rocky Mountains, but they have been shorn
irterritory piece by piece, until at last they have not a settled
ngquestioned claim to a single foot of earth. ‘Their numbers have
asted by war and famine, This little rempant is all that re-
f-a heroic race that once had undisputed ownership over all
grion: It is almost without precedent, yet strictly true. One great
- their decline had been fidelity to their pledges.”
of the facts that did not escape him was that they had seldom’
" pportunity to know represcatatives of the more advanced
{ European c1v111zat10n, and that the cssentxal factor 1n then:

; rvaﬁqg,‘amoag the black]acks and prairie in Ianuary of 1841, The
I‘Jad besh cstablishcd at Silver Lake, but later had to be re-

B 1872,. the five physical divisions had established their villages op
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chieftainship, here they located the agency in 1871, The agency had to
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terrain which resenabled that to which each group had fled during .
the great food far away in dim tribal memory. There was the new _
magic line, and again east of the magic line were the That-Thing-on: ;
ItsHead People, the Cherokees, This magic line was the g6th me;-
ridian, that section running from the Arkansas River to the Kansas:
state Jite on the north,

‘When the chiefs of the five physical divisions sought terrain whlch
harmonized with their traditions, the Thorny-Valley People had -
chosen the bottomlands around Silver Lake, and because Pam-Hin-
Skah, White Hair the last, came there, and because the name White:
Hair was ever associated in the minds of the officials with the grand

a M:ss:on

be moved later to the center of the new reservation to another thomy te Hair's Village

valley, called Ni-d-Xe-Ye-Shku-Be, Deep Ford, on Wa-Shinka Ga-
Xa, Bird Creek. -4

The Upland-ForestPeople under Claremore and Black Dog set-’
tled their people on a wooded plateau to the south drained by Ho'n
Ma'n-I'n Ga-Xa, Walks-in-the-Night Creek, named for Walksin-the-
Night, and Not-Afraid-of-Loaghairs (Governor Joe), now called by
the Heayy Byebrows “Big Hill Joe” and with the chief counselor
Shonkah Mo'in, Walking Dog (horse) and Tw-Wa'n-She-Heh, Ta
Chief, settled their people among the buttelike and rounded hills:i
the southwest part of the reservation, near Ni-Chin-F Ga-Xa, Sal
Creek, and their village was called Ka-Wa-Xo-Dse, Gray Horse.;
the lenticular bottoms of Bitd Creek north of the Thorny—Valle'
village was the village of the Heart-Stays People under Saucy Chief,
and Shinka-Wa-Sa and Hard Rope, and down. Bird Creck in anor.hc
bottom was settled No'n-Ce-Tonka, Big Heart. :

The Little Osages under Four Lodges, Thunder-Fear, and Str1k1n ' ;
Ax came to a creek in the northeastern part of the reservation called I nll‘ht Verdigris chr just abovc where the Hcavy Eyebrows
Mo'n-Co-Tie Ga-Xa, Whistle ‘Creek, because here the littlcbc')y buﬂd their lgdgcs of grass. He was born “during..timc_whcn-
found reeds from which they made whistles, very numerous. The: whignther-cattails,” November, in Deer-Break-Their-Horns Moon,"
settled here and on Ped'n Ga-Xa, Longhair Creek so named because:! liingithe time when the Heavy Eyebrows were making the war
they had killed a Pawnee here. The Fleavy Eycbraws would call. thes veient against each nther, sometime between 1861 and 1865,
creeks Mission and Pond respectively, and the creck which- drained

-Armﬁr-ﬁ ing- Hama Mzﬂaga MISSOURL

- 1

U ion \nssw_n
1

platcau wherc the Upland- “Rorest ]?eople settled under Black Dog
_e,Clarcmorc they would call I—Ion-nny for Ho'n-Mo'n-I'n.

icalled Goon-Breeding Moon.
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THE OSAGES

there to make their town out of grass, and he was afraid of them.i
When he was much younger, his grandmother had told about wah-!
pokah, the great gray owl who came to sit ahove the lodges in the
moonlight, listening for lies. She had told him of the wi-ah-Aischkas,!
whe came along the deer trail in the moonhght, dressed quite ofte
in their war clothes and sometimes only in their breechclouts andj
moccasing, and danced around 2 miniature drum. If one saw thcrnzi

or heard them, one must run home and pray. She told him of the:

Heavy Eyebrows with hair like the black bear on their arms and
hands and faces and on their chests, who would come and carry lxttlc
boys away if they didn’t do all the things they must do.

Fle was afraid of the great gray owl, the screech owl, the littl
people who danced in the moonhght, and the hairy ones. But when,

il

he heard that they had come to the river and were making their loc[ges _
of grass, he wanted to go down to see thern, but he was afraid, Then d

one day one came up the river to talk with his father, Eagle—That,
Dreams, bis uncle Wak-Hopeh-She (Sacred Sun), and Thunder

Fear, the chief, b

He wore a black coat and a tall hat and sat in his saddle with hig:
legs straight out toward the nose of his horse. Eagle-That-Gets-Wlhiat-
He-Wants ran with the other little boys and hid in the rall grass o
the bottoms, then they came back like antelope to see what would

happen.

They waited until the talk was over, and when the Heavy Eyeé.:

brows came out of the lodge of Thunder Fear, they didn’t run:bu
stood in a row and watched, There was a rixed-blood with thg
Heavy Eyebrows called Bayett who talked for him in the language
of the Little Opes, :
The strange I—Ieavy Eyebrows had hair on his chin like the hair:of
the lynx. As he stood and talked with Thunder Fear and Striking
Ax and other leaders of the Little Osages, the little boys stood like
deer watching #n-gro'n-hah, the panther. They watched him when he

rode away as far as they could see him, and they had just begun to’,

talk about him when Little-Eagle-That-Gets-What-Fe-Wants” grand.
mother called him, She was busy with the black trader's kettle- over
the firchole, and talked to him “through her back.” She said that war:
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: -ldfs fiever stood and stared at people. She asked him what happened

Whéil "he stared at deer or a bobcat, and he looked at the toes of his
Jcéasins. She said that “people” didn't like to be stared at} some-
iied when they wouldn't run away like the deer or sliak away like

the ,E)bcaf:, they might become very angry. This incident would come

17 t0 embarrass him the rest of his life, and he would refer to it quite
& for the purpose, it seemed, of clearing his mind for pleasanter
thoties,

[he Heavy Eyebrows was Isaac T\ Gibson, the new agent,

6oa’ after this the lodges were struck by women, and the pack

i ot were brought in by the bays who had been guarding them,

rere plenty of horses for everyone, The Heavy Eyebrows of
rass-House-Town were not horse-takers.

Heir saddles for packing were the same as those used for riding,
wiwere made of elm, and fresh bufialo hide was stretched over
hejsaddle tree and allowed to dry. The saddle was complete, except
thiei*hides they might wish to throw over it. The women col-
téd?the buffalo-horn spoons and the spoons made of hickory, the
ishes tade from the knotty growths of the post oaly, and dishes
véd 'from the linden, and put them in large bags made of buffalo
“which they tied to the saddies. The parfleches they tied across

Yhe a'ddle.

upLumcd cOrners, and in them the old pcople and children were
seated on piles of things which might get wet if the horses
ihudtg’ swita, Usually the old people and the children were carried
trogsion the horses with their arms Jocked-tightly about the elder
bt the warriors, and the yellow water-of spate would tear at them,
fometimes the old people would sing thelt death songs and weep,
Whien there were only impedimenta and-food in the bullboats, they
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attached buckskin thongs to two corners and two men would take - .
the other énds of the strings in their mouths and swim seross, pulling .
the boat. T'wo women would swim behind the boat, pushing, holding 7 -

in their mouths large trader’s knives. If the boat shipped water, they

would reach under and slash the hottom, therefore saving though

wetting the contents,
They strung out across the prairie to the southwest, and came o

one of their old camping places on one of the buffalo trafls to the -
plains. Here was & very beautiful spring and a good place to cimp, *

V&f‘ht::n the rains came, the water did not run off quickly but stayed .. i}
‘shining in the sun, and the people on their way to the plains had

called this plice Ni-0-T'a-T'e, which means Beautiful Water,

This had heen one of Chief Little Bear's favorite camping places,
but he was not with them now. He had died in 1869 in his camp
where the Fall River and the Verdigris came together, at the place

where the young warriors had defiled the spring,

They continued southwest until they reached the place which was
called Hawk Woman on the Caney River, This also was a tradi. -

tional camping place'on one of the buffala trails,

Little-Fagle-That-Gets-What-He-Wauts would lag behind the long |

strings of travelers, and his grandmother bécame wortled about him,

Each day whitn he was not visible near the head of the long Yine, she
‘would send a messenger back to find him, and the messenger alwapy * :

found him walking at the end of the line with several of the other
small boys.

‘There was a great storyteller, whose “eyes laughed” continually, .. '

His name was Walking Buffalo, and- the littde hoys would be Juced

‘back to the end of the line where he walked, As he wld his fascinating

staries, he would also tallk with his long copper-colored fingets; and-

i

e often placed his hand on the heads or the shoulders of the boys.- .
He was fagcinating, He woré no eagle feathers of honor, and na .

scalplock with the deer-tail hairs tinted red and the turkey gobbler

“beard™ quivering, and the paint on his face was neither the paintof 1
the war xmovement, bluff-paint, nor yet mourning, Tt was like the . . "f
smearings which the little boys employed when they played wartior. . %}

and played "rescue” on theit horses,

02
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“ . _Ofié day when the messenger came to get Little-Eagle-Thar-Gets-
. {'What-He-Wants and he had loped to the place in the long line where

fh'lS _gzandmot.her was, §he called him to her Aand told him thnt this
* Walking Buffalo was an evil man, and that he must not go back there

.- atthe end of the line,

| When they left the camp on the Caney called Where-Hawk-

L  Woan-Died, they came to Whistle. Greek, and here some of the

i“gentes stayed, Some of them went on to Pawnee Creek. The Little

- +'Osages in 1871 didn't go to the agency at Silver Lake, as did some of
-+ . ‘the-others, but were scattered in gentile gronps aver the northeastern
' ":_'gar@:_of the new reservation,

2, hunder-Fear was the recognized chief of the Little Osages at this
!.mt'i;m;:.'{I: here were also Four Lodges and Striking Ax and Sacred Sun
.L,:anqd:Egg}é«’I‘.hat»Dreams, the last two being sons of Thunder-Fear.

© 0 iSodifficult had the procuring of the animal sking necessary for the
- “iséven rites become that men sometimes reached an advanced age or
- eyen.old age before they could qualify for the rites. There were still
i~ panthers in the new reservation and other animals riccessary, but the
! - buffalo had become so wary with hunting that if you proposed to

RPN

7 fake one afoot with bow and atrow, you might not have the chance

“for years unless you lay in wait at the water holes o the plains, and

L
T

¢+ hy-this time the Heavy Eyebrows hunters were following the trails

the, water holes and waiting there with theif long Sharps rifles.

_ i .- However; Four Lodges had finally become qualified for the one.
<1 :of the. seven rites he had not yet taken,and the Little Osages gathered
3,00 a creek in their part of the new reservation, and there. the cere-

4 -mony was held. ‘This ereek ran into the Caney River, and thereafter

- Yithey called it Tai-Topa-Ba-Wa'tho'n Ga-Xa, WatersWhere:Four.

¥

.1, LodgesSang.

c 1: ¢ He felt happy now, a sort of completeness; and he would be ready
" 00w to travel to Spiritland. He had 4 rendengy to be esoterie, He said
- that when he went out under the night sky to talk with the Moon
- Woman, after fasting for seven days, she told him much. He always

* fasted. for seven days in July and in January, and then, when he

1% Jooked at the sun, the sun gave him a message. If therc was a small
¢, gircle around the sun, he, Pour Lodgés, would kill an enemy, bin
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if there was a lurge circle around the sun, he knew that he would only

take his enemy’s horses.

And he knew that the buffalo would soon be gone forever through
a message he received while fasting one Buffalo-Mating Moon on thé
plains, through the song of a light-yellow buffalo calf, whose motheg

he had just shot to appease his great hunger, He heard the calf sin
ing, “I can't find my mother,

heads with black holes for gyes,

He was ready for Spiritland except for one tatter. There was a.
gens of the Little Osages living away from the others, and he had not
seen them for several years, and they had pechaps forgotten him. This
ly be remembered by the future genera.
tions through the tongue-to-car method of tribal history, and if there
were Little Osages who had forgotten him, his moceasin prints would -

" wortied him. He could on

be washed away by the sheet water of oblivion,

He worried about this for several moons,
two best horses brought in.
bring the parfleche with bis
bag filled with his paints,
his best buffalo horse, he rode off alone.

On the way out to the village he cxperimented with the making
of a song. He would raise his voice in a falsetto and his horse would
lay his ears back, At night he listened to the coyotes and the wolves
and the chorus from the grass roots, and finally he had a song, and

kept singing it to himself as he beat the thythm on kis chest,

- When he came near the village where the Little Osages lived, he
dismounted in the shade of a Jone elm, and his saddle horse dozed,
resting on three legs, while the led one, filled with energy, blew at an
ant hill. Four Lodges spread his robes and painted his face as if he
were-on the war movement, He held the peeps-in-water, the trader’s
tirror, and he applied the painl:'carefully, then he dressed in his war
clothes: his buckskin leggings, moccasins, and shield, e attached

his scalplack to his “buffalo tail” scalplocl, his natural hair remnant
on his shaven head, i '

This took some time, When he was ready, the buffalo- horse shied
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except her head." This was symbolical,
You saw few buffalo on the plains now, but everywhere you saw thé

then one day he had his °
When he was ready, he had his wives.
war clothes in it and the little buckskin f
which he ted to his saddle; then, leading

Blackjacks and Prairie

orted as he approached. After saddl?ng him, he ttEOkh;?::'Z
wriea: scalps from a buckskin bag and tied t.hem toll c.n =
eithen he mounted and rode. toward: the v111a$c, a %Wi gh e
hotie to follow. The fresh horse, wsed to hunting bu alo, he t
cdd high und his ears forward, butFour L?dges kept him qgmlf
L& tarne to the village, then he moved his own‘bodly as 1 z
Biiffalo and the horse began to prance sideways, his tail elevate
i imane flowing in the plains breeze, .
ti;n ddge of theg villagcphe began to sing the song he had %l;it
He sang that here riding among the lodges was the i::eat
i, Tour TLodges, and that all should come out apd SZ{; h;m »
i litte boys stopped their playing and catne to wat ‘ 1;11'1, o
ittle'girls dropped their terrapin shells ar‘xd stuf-fcd' squlrrk 1133 mjlrt
: g tand stood watching, The women dropped icn: wor. afr o
iﬁf;s.'br-letr-their hands fall from their mat makmg, or rose £ cz :
‘positions over the buffalo hides pegged to the eart}}, twis ]:E_
ds of cascading bair around their index fingers, I?dgﬁlg 1& -
their ears in:one swift, graceful movement; allowing the es :
i#1ool to hang from their hands as they watched, The warrior
eir robes,
.t%:kcf.laftz;ﬁitgnd listened as the rcsplcndenF Four Lodges.:l?d; tp
down the ways singing, and the town erier watched with them

 lie was not needed.
i t?h(;. Four Lodges rode back to Waters-WhereFour-Lodges-Sang

‘new reservation, he was happy in the asstirance that lmillg after
lﬂd passed on to Spiritland, the people would k.n-ow thf ; zr:.csr.
i’izi‘;‘:].itﬂe-boys and the little girls who had s.tood like sulrpgse -
Uild tell their children, and as long as the L1tt1F Ofagcs' had tongu
Wit children had ears to listen, he would live in tribal mexmory.
Thie: new xeservation was a southerly .and southwe'st'erly ;xtens‘lon
wésdiminisheéd reserve in Kansas, of ¥1mest01‘1t: pralrie ;nmv;{awngs
e .iamywith drainage veins and arteries flowing 11:1;;3 the d:;ijc
. -Ngrdigris rivers. It was geologically the same with the S:.}il tone
fjes of 'the. Carboniferous in Kansas, but more‘hlalryf "m lack
cks and, post oaks, and the western. part was prairie-plains, exten
g1L even to the plains redbeds of the Permian.

5
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Wah-Ti-dn-Ka, who had urged the Little Ones to remove here
rather than allow themselves to be pushed farther west, had said that ~
the Heavy Eyebrows would never come here because “he couldn't -
put the iron thing in the ground here,” and Agcnt Gibson said that

it was “poorly adapted for civilizing purposes.” . k

The streamns cut deeply into the sandstone hills and found the lln'lc»
stone, and there they formed little lenticular flood plains, but there
were not enough of these little valleys to subsist the tribe if they did
turn to agriculture. After the mistake in locating the g6th meridian
was discovered and the agency was moved to the geographical cep-
ter of the reservation, the Osages received more land by Congressional
act of June 5, 18y2, which carried the proviso that chey allow the

Konzas, now called Kansas or Kaws, to settle on a tract in the wcsl:ern\ A

part of their lands, ‘This left thern altost a million and a half acres
of poetically heautiful country of blackjack hills and prairie. &P
Agent Gibson now meticulously counted them by bands, and gave
the Big Hills, 936; Claremore’s band, 239; Big Chief (T'=i-Sko Hun:
kak) band, 698; Beaver’s (Sha-Ba) band, 237; the Little Osages, 696;
Black Dog’s, 5115 White Hair's, 3625 and the M1xcd Bloods “band '
277; making a total of 3,56, :
The Little Ones came to the pew reservation W1ﬂ1 twelve thousand.
horses. They had their interest of $15,000 annually from 300,000 paid:
in cash, and isiterest on §60,120, amounting to $3,456, which amount’
was sed for educational purposes, the principal representing moneys’
from the treaties of 182, x838, and 1865, The Secretary of the Interior
held in trust for them United States and state stocks to the amount of.
$41,000, the interest on which amounted to $2,120, and was also use
for educational purposes, - S
They could finance education, one of the essentials in the Fncnd
plan for their civilization, but Agent Gibson worried about the lack’
of agricuitural lands, and there was ever present in his mind the ek
pericnces with trespassers in Kansas, and he thought the Indias
Territory ought to be divided into judicial districts and that United
States commissioners ought to appoint “a corp of marshals selected.
with reference to their moral fitness as well as aniroal courage.”
The agent and his staff moved from Silver Lake to Deep Ford,
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here;the ‘Thorny-Valley People settled about May 15, 1872, and.he
rted having buildings of logs built for the agent’s offices, a commis-
sary,fand houses for the physician and. the blacksmith, Here was 4
sge-valley, and he induced both White Hair and Beaver to start
lantmg-lmmcdmtcly, since they had been able to bring litdle with
emfrom Kansas, and he gave wagons and harness to Four Lodges,
:hundcrnF car, Striking Ax, and Weh-Ho-Ka of the Little Osages on
‘hlstlc Creck (Mission Creek). He tried to keep the others from
sing to the plains for the hunt, but he was practical and realized
at,):hey must have meat and robes, and must take their chances with
ijun? slayers with long-range rifles who would use them for target
cticeiwhen they found several separated from the band. The buf-
algiwere scattered, and there were bands of Cheyenne-Arapahoes
addering over the plajns, and the inevitable free men.

*he'Qsages wandered in bands, but they brought back only small
ounts of meat and robes, and “one of the wilder bands™ took “toll”
:;ofn ‘the Texas cattle along the trail near where it crossed the Salt

Hafr'and Beaver people of the Thorny—Valley and trade for corn,
{They scemed to be interested in planting, but their interest was
eally int the worm or stake and rider fences Gibson had built to pro-
their planting, They were interested because they had always had
ible-with their-horses. They often when on the war movement
keted them, hobbled them, or tied their favorites.to a foot as they
pt.«When stampeded-by Cheyennes or Arapahoes, their horses -
old:often jerk up their picket-pins, and i frightened could jump
way.in. great Jeaps with their bobbles on. Many had been jerked out
4 sound sleep and dragged from their robes by the snorting horse
y had,tied to a foot. Now they could build these wah-don-skas of
éHeavy Eyebrows. These fences would be a good thing at their
rmanent villages:

'Ihey -had made a ritual around mo'n-ce, metal, when the Pre.nch
d first brought it to them, and now they had learned that mo'n-ce-
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-Many of them left their dugouts and shacks and began to wandey

- Little Ones would be coming back to Deep Ford with their robes ané}

THE OSAGES

ska, white metal, the silver dollar, would buy many things. They often
made holes in silver dallars and hung them from their necks. Agen
Gibson, seeing their deep respect for silver dollars and their interest.
in worm fences, urged them to make rails and build fences. He of:"
fered them §2.50 a hundred to make fences around their Jodges and
their corn and squash patches. Fifty-cight of them remained to create
the novelty in Deer-Hiding Moon, September, of 1873, but the others

left for the plains in full tribal strength, However, this seemed to have |

no significance for him. :

They said that the Cheyennes saw them camped on the Antelope

Flats between the Ni-Ckiu-E Tonkah, Salt Fork, and Ni-Chin-E Ga’

Shki-Bi, Cutting Rock Salt Waters, the Cimarron. They rode away; .

and perhaps the buffalo hunters saw the smoke of their many Jodges,
and they could hunt in peace after allowing the Cheyenne-Arapahoes

and the Heavy Eyebrows hunters to see them in tribal strength, then

break wp into bands or even gentile groups, if they were to be suc-
cessful. : :

“Now there was more for the agent to worry about than the Cheys
ennes and the free men; there were the would-be settlers of the west-
ern part of their ceded diminished reserve. Since they could settle

legally now, the settlers seemed to be halfhearted. The year. 1843

was a depression year, and the winds had begun to tear at their ficlds,

over the plains hunting and stealing for a living, Many had beety
intent settlers, but without food they became one with the free men
of the border, and it was they who finally precipitated the conflict
which Gibson feared. :

" -During the summer huat of 1873 (or 1874), during Buffalo-Mat-
ing Moon (July) 2nd Yellow-Flower Moon (August), when the

meat, Gibson heard strong rumors that the Plains Indians were pre
paring to attack the whites of western Kansas and in what is now
western Oklahoma, the hunting grounds of the Little Ones, He im
mediately sent out runners to call the bands in. &

These rumors came to him through the Little Ones themselves and
were verified by the always dramatic settlers of the border, The Little-
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i:had: friendly. contacts on. the plains not only with their friends
but -even with their enemies the Cheyenne~Arapahoes. They
defrom the Comanches especially that the buffalo slaughterers,
ide hunters, were crossing the Arkansas River, since the bufalo
dibetome less plentiful north of the river. The hide hunters were
éﬁant about the competition created by the train passengers,
.J_'""ng.buffalo from the windows and vestibules, - .
I'hey.began crossing the river from Fort Dodge into Indian coun-
dfgé,--."r-I‘ reaty -of 1867, The government had promised the Plains
through this treaty that white hunters would pot be allowed
hof the Arkansas. '
liaiComanches- had brought the pipe to the Little Ones at their
hiting camp on the Cimarron, and told them that since t.hc govern-
would not honor their talking papes, the Plains tribes would
the white hunters ont. "The Lictle Ones had refused the pipe and

fiydespite the military patrol and the provisions of the Medicine

fold’heir agent the plans of the Plains tribes.

his:summer the Little Ones were scattered because the herds ?f
tf;ﬂ.o_ were scattered, and some of them were in gentile groups. Big
fldl:Gat and his people were coming home from the Cimarron
dwaters where they had very bad hunting. When this happened,

thefarould wander up to the Salt Fork or the Medicine Lodge Creek

thifii-this boundaries of their recent diminished reservaton, whers
were free to hunt as long as it remained unsettled, They under-
this, but Gibson had asked them to stay out of Kansas. .

hescouts found a herd of buffalo near Cedar Springs eighteen
miles southeast of the modern Medicine Lodge, and they made camp
¢i/There were only twenty-nine of them, including ten women
téhildren, and they intended to stay only long enough to make
éxthe robes were not the best this time of year. They were pre-
p"ﬁrihéjl:_o start home when they noticed a’ party of Hea.vy Eyebrows
ng toward them, They thought they might be soldiers, but then
topped, and they saw. that their horses were of many colors and
eig-some of them like the horses nsed to haul a plow. They also
¢d that they were dressed in all sorts of clothing of the border, and
ink. they had shotguns and rifles and some had only revolvers.
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The women were frightened and started to herd the children to
the brush. The motley group of Fleavy Eyebrows stopped and waited,

then formed a square with one side open. Big Wild Cat sent two men

W ask: them what they wanted, and when they arrived the leader
shook hands with them in a very friendly manner, then suddenly
disarmed them. Twamore came up to-see what was wrong, and after

them two more, until there were eight. The others couldn’t see from

the distance that the first ones had been disarmed and detalned.

The border mes seemed to be waiting for more of the Little Ones
to approach therit, and they became wary: They were outnumbered,
and they had their women and children ‘with them. They had only
four muzzleloading guns and two revolvers, and miost of these had

been taken from the men who had been sent to determine what the -

Heavy Eyebrows wanted,.
Big Wild Cat said that he was like the rabbit sitting moving his
cars wondering which way to run, when the firing began, The bor-

der men were shooting the men'he had sent to talk with them. Then
he said he knew what to do. He had as many of the horses caughtas .

postible, and this was also difficult since the horses sensed the excite:

ment and those who werte ordinarily gentle, snorted and with manes

flying ran away,
The members of the party got together south of the border, liké
seattered quail, and they made camp with what they had, They had

left their parfleches, buffalo-hide sacks, kettles, saddles; lodgs cover:
ings, and their meat and fresh hides, They made camp, and the

womeni had nothing to do since they had none of their familiar chings
around them,

Soon a steaggler came into camp, and as they recoguized him ds
one of the men sent by Big Wild Cat to tall with the Heavy Eye-

‘biovis, they wept, thioking of the others, Finally four of the original

cight caraé in, and so miraculons had been thelr escape from the
bordet men that they were confused as to which fetish had saved
them, ‘The people who fled with the women and ¢hildren were unt
touched by the bullets of the border men also, who they said followed
them for two o three miles firing at them., '

"That night some of the hunters went back across the border to the
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.+ place where the Heavy Byebrows had attacked, and they found all
"¢+ their equipment and their meat and robes and kettles gone. Fifry-
.. fotr horses, rules, and colts had been driven away, but they found
1.- thrée, of the bodies of those who had been shiot, and two of them had
™ ‘beesi scalped and all of them hacked, ‘They conld not find the fourth
4 man
_’The bodies were hacked so that parts fell away when they tried to
placethem on mules; and finding no stones there for the cairns, they
.~ Taid them at the bottom of a cut bank, and stamping and digging at
thie: top: caused them to be buried by the crumbling soil.
The dogs came in one by one, having fled before the people and
:* "having waited until they heard the old familiar sound of keening:
¢ 'When the men who had buried the hunters came back at dawn and
'+ thewomen saw that they carried no bodies, they wept and mourned.
¥ . 'When a runner reached the agency with the news, Agent Gibson
T sent two large wagons out to meet them, They had gone five days
. ‘without food, and some of them were almost naked. Whea they saw
" ‘thewagons, the women wept quietly to themselves, mumbling their
- ‘praises of Gibson.
¢ »Thesituation was tense in the valley under the post oaks;, where
"% Gibson built his log buildings and the rraders had built their siores
; and-palisades. Just as Gibson had the people convinted that they
"% must not tetaliaté, a group fromanother part of the reservation would
#'-ride into the valley and start mourning, then the others would take it
{. upyand some chieftain quaking with anger would rise and urge the
i, people to put on the paint and chase the Fleavy Eyebrows back across
« the border,
"% +¥To make matters worse, 1874 was a grasshopper yeat, They came
% in.swarms that were like a cloud cortain and ate every green thing,
i -and the settlers in the plains part of the ceded diminished reservation
* ofithe Little Ones left their dramaticaily lonely claims and wandered
. i hére.and there, Some took up whisky peddling, and some formed
\ i pétrols under some foxy leader and shot at every lone Indian they
*.+ saw, below or north of the border, provoking skirmishes so that they
+ 1 gould be mustered in as militiamen and be fed by the state. The
i 2 Governor of Kansas had mustered the horder men who had killed
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. Obviously the situation at Deep Ford was very tense since the .
agent couldn't give the Osages any answer to their questions about

THE OSAGES

the Osage hwiters into the militia, dating the papers back so z5 to
legalize the killing of the Osage hunters. When Gibson’s jnvestigats.
ing comntmittee atrived at the cedar palisades which was then Medicine
Lodge, they found the men quite military with breech-loading car-
bines and under the command of ope-Captain Riker and Licutenant-
Moseley, the latter wearing the fringed buckskin shirt and guas at-
cach hip. The“youngest Indian slayer of the Plains,” little Rilly Cody,:
was now a self-glorifying Indian scout and had been lionized in the
East, and everybody knew about him, and fringed buckskin- shirts,.
gauntlets, long hair, and revolvers on the hip became a vogue on the
plains, : :
When Gibson’s commissioners got no satisfaction from the some.
sixty border men of the cedar palisades, they went on to see the Go:
ernor of Kansas and got little satisfaction from him.
The situation. became worse, The border men forced from their
claims by grasshoppers and drought had to be subsisted, and the best
way they knew was to wander along the border shooting at stray -

Osages in arder to keep up the ficdon that the Osages were about-to -

invade Kansas. ‘Thus they received rations, o

‘iwhat the Heavy Eyebrows would do about the Cedar Creek: Lillings:
“I'he border men who had to have rations kept the other settlers along
the border frightened, and when Gibson asked them to send a coms
mittee down to Deep Ford to see for themselves that the Osages were
not preparing to attack them, since they would sce the white em:
ployees going about the agency business with no sign of arms or feal,
they refused to come, and the tense situation continued. Gibson: it
his report wrotet “It can not ke denied that the menacing attitude of
the border at this time when the Osages are smarting. under their
recent wrongs requires vigilance and constant effort to counteract.”.

The buildings in the valley of the post oaks were now being res

placed by buildings of the local sandstone, ‘The agent's house on the' *

hill and the dormitories raised their heads above the blackjacks and”
the post oaks. In. the valley were the ageat’s office, the doctor’s house,
and the. blacksmith’s house, and a council house all in stone.Thers
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it frame houses for the employees and traders and three- traders’
t”ﬁrés',' ‘with palisades. ' :
@E"sthé'Amer—Europeans who came?among-the Osages, the most
6ttant-and the most influential with them were the traders. ‘The
thel: they brought miracles in the-form of wah-don-skas to thern
atigied them, and their merchandise was practically cons1dcn?d
s;-and therefore inspired a feeling of gratitude among the Lit-
1€¥0neé “They valued their robes and furs very little lImcause: Fh.ey
d always been easy to attain until recently, and the trading activities
jermore like friendly counciling and the trads merchandise be-
An&'as handsome gifts. 7
ibson ealized this, and he would license only those traders who
¢3iild prove-that they were “moral, temperate and regular att'endants
cﬁf"‘\eltg‘ious services and Sabbath school at home.” He fixed prices and
Ze Credie cards printcd with limits for credit for ea‘c%l_ family. .
Tt emiployees had to be men and women “of ability, of purc'hfe
fid' convéssation, overflowing with lave for their kind, magnet‘tsm,
tlent-and hopeful” With such peaple around hi'm an agent “can
somiplish all that can reasonably be expected of h'.tm. .
The Osages made peace with the Pawnees during the winter of
85774 and had a fight with the Cheyennes, and were becoming
géréd by the hide huaters who were coming south of the Arkansas

Keir traditional ‘enemies had been the Pawnees, and when the
ﬂi’c’i’ﬁfﬁing parties went out, they tried to tale the scalp of a Pawnee,
ifite'the Pawnee medicine was always strong, Later, moutners t.ook
é{ljis of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes and Wichitas, but now since
 (Sormtinches had come to them with the pipe, urging them to join
thidtn'and the other Plains Indians to drive the Heavy Eyebrows back
g thie' Arliansas, and since now when they went to the headwaters
fthe Cimarron and the Salt Fork, they could see from miles away
he slow ciicling of the turkey vultures on the edge of the WD?dIandS,
@ 'the ravens flying to a cettain place as if they had seen a signal on
bldins. Sometimes when they rode over a plains swell and came in
w0fa valley, there would be hundreds of walves, snapping and
ghing at the impatient ravens. If the stench was not too great, they
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' for Dunlap dnd Florer, He had taken twenty-five wagons heavily
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would examine the.carcasses of the buffalo. Only the hide and the
tongues had heen taken. B ;
Thus it was that-now their mourning parties were angered, and
revengeful and would sometimes bring back the scalp of a4 Heavy
Eyebrows, When these mourning-parties went out on the Black Dog
Trail, they usually met no enemy natil they came to the place where -
the trail crossed the Salt Fork, A Heavy Byebrows had come there in
1870 and established a trading post and way-station for trail drivers.
"Lhe trail of the Little Ones was about a mile south of this man’s stock-
ade. This man’s name was Eli Sewell, and the Little Ones seemed, to
have no grudge against him, possibly because:he was a trader;. but
now, angered by hide hunters and border barbarians, their mourniog
parties took-several scalps from the Heavy Eyebrows along the cattle -
and freighters’ trails. Near the- old Pond Creek Stage Station, they -
took the scalp of a man-named Tom Best and another named Cham- -
bers; and Ed Finney, trail trader for Dunlap and Florer, traders of
Deep Ford and scout for Agent Gibson, thought that a mourning .

party of Osages might have taken the scalp of Patrick Hennessey, a -
freighter on the Chisholm T'rail. Eli Sewell believed the Cheyennes |

had doge this,
Finney had spent the winter with Bone Heart, brother of P#'Ts-

No-Pa-She and aleader of the Big Hills hunting camp near Antelope *

Flats between the Cimarron add the Salt Fork.

The Friends helieved that if they sent trail agents out with the -

Osages, they might be restrained, and Fiﬁney was acting in that
capacity in this winter hunting camp of 1874, as well as camp rrader

loaded with supplies of flour, bacon, coffee, trade blankets, trade
hatchets, strouding, calico, arrowheads, etc,, and “all kinds of trins
kets” to be traded for buffalo robes, wolf skins, etc, He and his “brave”
had unloaded the wagons and placed the merchandise in one half of
the large lodge built by the brave, Big Hill Charley, and his wife, In
the other half Finney slept with Big il Charley and his family.
The herds were large since they seemed to be flowing before large
parties of Cheyennes, Everywhere were the signs of the Cheyennes,.
but since the Osages numbered four hundred, there was little danger,
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Whenthe scouts of each tribe saw each other at a distance, they
dpped-and studied each other; the Little Ones wore no war paint
andl they could see that the Cheyennes wore no war paint, and there
wagbetiveen them the understanding of the grass roots and the wood-
n sidnd the plains that were a-part of: the great balance pattern.
*dras Light-of-Day-Returns Moon, February, and the Moon Wo-
friafiwas happy,and she had forgotten to send the screaming winds
with'flakes of snow that passed you like birds. At.night you could
héhirithe mothers crooning to their babies in earth rhythm, and far
offiif the lacge camp there would be a drum throbbing, and perbaps
ing: Sometimes the wolves would howl and the coyotes would
lrand laugh like Wa-Ba-Mi-Ki, the Delawares:

He Chief Soldier and Big Soldier-and Little Soldier, the officials
ofithie/lunt, had to tell the hunters that they must stop killing buffalo
forta:few days and give the skinners and the women time to prepare
thérhides:and the meat, and Finney was able to get his hides baled,
i Big Hill Charley was constantly busy trading. _ :
Little, Coon’s lodge was close to the trader’s lodge; and one dight
onn: the dackness came the notes of a flute. The women were always
faoved when they heard the lovers' Sute, and Charley’s wife straight-
dsiip'from her hide-baling and, twisting ber hair behind her ear,
¢reds It was not a plains sound, but a voice from the prairie-wood-
hilsriFinney stepped out of the lodge and listened, then when he
amie ing Charley said, “Yellow Eorse.” ‘This was all that was neces-
fy ify the way of explanation since they knew Yellow Horse wanted
atry-Little Coon’s daughter, but he had no horses, and he could
Iyt talle-with his heart there on the dark plains. -

pirlsluncle, since he had nothing to offer, not even a tall. warrior with

do'n; war ronors, Yellow Horse was unprepossessing, and therefore
yisiconspicuous among the handsome warriors: of the Little Ones.
erypote a very large tail-feather of the golden eagle in his scalplock,
tehadulet his hair grow long like that of 'the plainsmen and wore
crisigadgets fastened to his trader’s vest, which was his only gar.
ehteabove his waist when. he tied his.blanket around his middle.
; '_aswcfy proud of & revolver which be cartied constantly.
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His mouth turned down in a sort of perennial sulk, and his trap- -
pings scemed to have been worn to compensate for his unhandsom
face,

Aftter several nights the people in the trader’s lodge heard his flute.
no morg, for Yellow Horse and several young men of his gens had
left the camp, The women were caught up with their work and Fin.
ney’s hides and skins were baled, and the hunters went out again, but
Yellow Horse and his young men did not come in. :

The leaders became restive, If the young men had gone out for & |

sleirmish with scouts of the Cheyennes, they would have been back
“within a week, But now when they didn't appear after a week, the.
leaders knew that they had gone to a Cheyenne camyp to take horses,
and would not by their trail lead the Cheyennes to the Osage éamp,‘
but would malke a circuitous trail to Deep Ford, This was very bad.
"The Cheyennes in searching for their horses would come to the carmp
of the Little Ones, and knowing the strength of the camp, they would
come in great numbers, and the Little Ones, with their women and
 children and their great stores of meat and robes and their hundreds
of horses, did not want to fight. ‘ _ . :
They packed up and left, and since Finney had no wagons to haul
‘his merchandise, they urged him to leave it All their pack horses
were loaded and they had none to spare. He said he would stay with
his merchandise and his bales of hides, but asked that a-runner be
sent to old Eli Sewell’s stockade to intercept returning freighters with
emply wagons and ask them to come to hirm.
The Little Ones came back to Deep Ford with great loads of meat
and tallow and 10,800 robes in this drought and grasshopper vear,.
and Gibson was so happy that they had not fought the Cheyennes
that he wrote in his report of that year: “Most of thres bands are
almost civilized and some of the other bands are civilizing.” A
Fle was constantly afraid that the mourning parties would get the
tribe into difficulties, especially since they were incensed over the hide’
hunters coming across the Arkansas, and now they had begun te
take white men’s scalps as their principal enemics, "They. bad to pay .
the Wichitas in money, blankets, guns, and horses to the amount of
$1.500 for a Wichita chief whom they had scalped after a mourzing
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Wices dnd now Gibson had his enaployees over the rcscrvat‘i‘t‘m élsten
rithe:motrning drums and the chants, and observe thc’:fn in othrm
' these parties which require several days to effect. Thus hicy,
L.i)loyccs, would have ample time to send to tl}ﬂ agency fo;{ m.
the Cheyeapes came to get their horses which Yellow orse
ié!youhg men had taken, Since his relatives had alteady given
to-Little Coon for his danghter, the tribe paid the Cheyennes
1oney.. . , .
ﬁéai t)‘trxé.summcr of 1874, the United States A'xmy was wander-
ifipfon. the plains south of the Arkansas, The soldiers h?d not cotmhe
expiicit]y; to.protect the hairy ones who took only the hides ard the
o1 gues and sometimes the husap ribs of the buffalo, almotltgh late’r
theyt: helieved that the complete destruction (':)f the buffalo, “pature ds
mmissary,” would be a good idea. The Indian would be compelle
tay,on his reservation if there were no more bu:&alo. ‘
hisland over which the Southern Plains Indians were roaming
the buffalo hunts was not the picturesbook land of the wgodlsu:td
itie- or the prairie-plains, but the jend of “(iovvs and skyl of the
Spiniards, and both were still ample, and that is why the hairy ones
greedy.for more hides had come south of the Arkansas, where the
4i0f Medicine Lodge promised the tribes they would not be al-
dto come, When the Plains Indians saw t:ne bhairy ones and came
poi theicarcasses of buffalo and saw no SOIdLCrS' herding them bac.k
oss the Arkansas, they became angered and fngh‘tcned, anc} that ig
yothe Comanches had brought the pipg to t.hc Little On.es in their
ting camp and why they had taken the pipe to the Kiowas agd
{Gheyennes- and the Arapahoes and Apaches, The others had
accEpted,, - _ .
“Pechaps if the Little Ones could have seen Coyote D'rcppmgs, he
fnanche medicine man~prophet sitting his: pue white Porsc on g
ith"his naked body painted yellow, while the warriors of the
wasy- Corpanches, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes a'ttacked a base
b, of hide hunters called Adobe Walls, they might have been
snitionalized to the point of joining the atr:acl.c, but' they were not
-tht;,;.c.--,Gibson had called them into the reservation with their 10,800
o gs.and their abundant tallow. -
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The Comanches, having no ritual appropriate to the occasion, had

made the Sun Dance, in imitation of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes °

and Kiowas, but with modificatians, just before the attack on Adobe -

Walls. Several were killed on each side, but the medicine of Coyote

Droppings fafled when the plainsmen fell before the long-range rifles
of the hide hunters, and the Indian allies drew off. He was supposed -
to have given the others the same immunity to bullets which he en-
joyed, but a Cheyenne killed a skunk, and this killed his medicine:+

The allies were now raiding all over the southern. ‘plains, even
above the Arkansas on Smoky Hill River, by the autumn of 1874, -
The army had the consent-of Washington to attack the Indians in
their own country and “punish” them for attempting to save the very
basis of their existence, the buffalo. '

The soldiers under General Miles came south from Camp Supplys
and Major William Price moved east from Fort Union, and:Tien-
tenant Colonel J. W. Davidson operated from the west from Fort .
Sill. Colonel McKenzie came up from Fort Concho and Colonel
G, P. Buell came up the Red River. Y

Agent Gibson knew that the Osages were conspicuous w1l:h thc1r
shaven heads and their tall scalplocks, and once off their reservd-
tion they might be “punished” with the long-haired plainsmen, They
had authority from the government to hunt on-their own.- -hunting
grounds, but here the soldiers would only know that they were
Indians and that they were off their reservation, LN

- He had also been annoyed by two Cherokees, C. N, Vann and
W. P. Adair, who came to Deep Ford to collect $330,000 which: they
said the Osages owed them for effecting the defeat of the treatysof
1868 with the railroad. He wrote that they had threatened him. They
eventually- asked for 230,000, and when they failed to collect that i
amount, they finally settled for $50,000. C

Agent Gibson spent tnuch time with the leaders of the thtle Ones ,
trying to divert their minds from thé Medicine Lodge incident; and

for rations which were bought with their own money, he tried-t
force the families to send their children to the handsome new sand:’
stone boarding school on the hill. He had his traders of good morils

718

Blackjacks and Prairie

- andihis employees of pute minds, but there was not sufficient arable

Jand for agriculture and the parents would hot send their girls to the

chbol; they would bring their boys reluctantly. His conscience was

eay-since he could not make his promise good about the Medicine

odgekillings, ad in his worry he reported in 1875 to Edward P\

-Stnitly, the new commissioner of Indian affaits; that “revenge. will be

ken sooner or later. on some innocent person is not guestioned by

ose acquainted with the religious customs of the Osages in the un-
ustifiable killing of their people.”

the-department asked Congress to make some provisions for the
rph‘ans of those killed.

a'T. Gibson left the agency in 1876 and Cyrus Béede took
vert He wrote to the Superintendent of Indian Affairs at Lawrence,
neWilliarn Nicholson, that “the Osages as yet are most of them
d;+blanket, -scalping Indians, far from civilized, many of them
Atdly:ready to give up the war dance and the scalping knife.”

he grasshopper-ruined settlers of the ceded diminished- reserve
sked-for an extension for paying of their installments, which ‘was
tanted, and this threw the Osages into debt, and in August they
adfust returned from the plains with little meat and no robes, which
wabialmost disastrous for them since they must forego their interest
thixyéttlers’ pagment. As if this were not enough, fioods had come
ly and washed away their corn and the squashes, their intriguing
imifences, and some of their government-built cabins.

‘Added:to. this, Heavy Eyebrows came across-the border to steal
zhorses, and there was a detachment of cavalry still at the agency
t:b“l{eep the peace.”

z;BffI877;'the bordér Kansans were over their fear of Osage invasion
iind were inviting them to come trade with them, and Beede especiak
praised the people of Chautauqua County, Kansas, but deplored
“fact; that their friendliness to the Little Ones was offset by the
hisky.peddler and the horse thieves.

‘he disastrous hunt of 1876 was almost the last buffalo hunt of the
tles Ones, as their next agent, L. J, Miles, wrote, they had “almost
veh up the hunt,” but tradition still held them. They planted in the
lantmg Moon, April, but even if they didn’t go on the buffale hunts,
) ey did nat cultivate their crops.
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Rations were stopped since they refused them, saying that “they
were fed like dogs.” Miles, being a Friend, believed that the keystone
to civilization for the Osages was agriculture and education, and he
worked hard to get the parents to send theiz-girls to the sandstone
buildings on the hill. But he was so sincere about the matter that he:
must surely in his dedication have transgressed some of his.own
principles, He got the Osage Council to pass a compulsory education
law, wherein annuities were withheld from parents who refused.to
send their children to school. i

He developed water in the valley, and had great stane towers buil:
on the hill, which supported so0-barsel tanks, and with a system . of
pipes he furnished water to every building. He had a steam pump. to
Jift the water to the tanks at the tops of the stone towers on the hill,

They made leases to cattlemen so that the bluestera could be uti

lized, and suddenly the people who had their eyes on the last reserva:

tion of the Little Ones began to deplore the prospect that soon the
poor Ossges’ horses would be crowded off their own grass by the
cattle of the cattlemen, and starve, fr

Major Miles decided that one deterrent to the progress of the-Litdl
Ones was their organization which the Little Old Men had devel

oped through. the centuries, He strangely enough did not: intetfere -

with their religion, stating only once in his reports to the Commis-

sioner of Indian Affairs that the Friends were doing missionary work

among them. s report for September, 882, included a statement-
that Jonathon Osburn and wife, members of the Soclety of Friends,

held meetings regularly at the agency and.that during the summer
“a Sabbath-school has been kept up Bird Creek, 23 miles sonth of the

agency.” He believed that much more ought to be done “to instruct
these Indjans in the right way, and induce them to give up: their

superstitions, to which they cling tenaciously.” R
"He seemed more interested in education, perhapé as a preparation
for Christianity, and he had the Osage National Council pass a law
which would force the Osage parents to send their children to school,
the penalty being that the children, and therefore the parents, would
be deprived of: their annuities. ‘The National Council under his direc-
tion passed u law January 12, 1884, that children above the age of
i
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-months out of the six months preceding: the annuity payments
oirldube enrolled in school and theli payments withheld, unless
kyas certified by. the government dactot, I case children ran away
wchool or their pareits took them. away, if they were brought
teswithin five days after leaving school, “absence shall not be

ted.” : : :
he Little Ones created a constitution based on the constitution of
18iCherolees, December 31,.1881, at the Osage Agency, which was
eing.called “Pawhuska” for Paw-Hin-Skah, White Hair, The Great
pes.and the Little Osages became one and would henceforth be
alleds the “Osage Nation.” The government would be divided into
tthe gxecutive; judicial, and legislative, The legislative was represented
%theNational Council of fifteen members, three from each of the
districts, and would be elected every two years, the coundll mest-
nnually on the first Monday iz Novermber. :
The:executive was represented by a “Principal Chief of the Osage
ation™and an assistant chief; and the judicial was represented by
Supreme Court Judges” elected by the council, :
“here were four sheriffs-and police officers appointed by the chief
11d,approved by the council. There was an “Osage National Prison,”
hich:was a small house with barred windows, which the mixed-

iiChis, government under his direction pleased Major Miles; and ha
clipved .that white man’s government would. break up the gentile
atization and the units which he called bands; and since the re-

nihis cagerness to guide the Little Ones toward Christian apd |
labgr-conquers-ali Utopia, the Major was a bit naive, The. Chouteaus

hertribal organization; the .compulsion to distinction in the warrior
i ich: was -translated into European processes. Again Murphy and
theirailroad’s Sturges had done it in 1868, withdut any desire to dis-
uth:the religious organization. - .
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The new Osage Nation and -its government would work well
enough to attain the Amer-European approval through their agents

and the Coromissioner of Indian Affairs, since Agent Gibson’s sevs
enth “band,” the mixed-bloods, were strong enough to make it work;

but behind the structure, the religion of Wak'Kon-Tuh, the organi -

zation. of the Little Old Men, still survived, even. though it was be!

coming more and more obvious that ga—m-tﬁa, dlsordﬁl, had come

into Grandfather's world,

The new council could fine or even jail people who refused -to -

work on the rodds of the Nation two days of cach year, and they es:
tablished a whipping post, and one would be fined or imprisoned-if
he set fire to the prairie in any month except May; June; and.July. v

~Quapaws with their white man’s hats and shabby clothing came

into the reservation of the Little Ones as a refuge, and-a few ragged
people of the Potawatomis came, and the Little Opes hired them to

cut stakes and rails for their fences and log cabins, which the govern:..

ment insisted they build, while they themselves danced and feasted
under the shade of the post oaks and elms of Bird Creek, Hominy!

Salt Creck, and the Caney River. ‘They danced and feasted and told‘

stories of their former greatness, -
A few of the Little Ones let their hair grow long now hkc the
plainsmen; and some of them replaced their beaver or otter bandeaus

with the cool calico of the traders, and they wore trader’s blankets and.

occasionally black hats, but this-was the only change in their clothing,

Major Miles could hear through his long, narrow south windows
in the sandstone residence on the hill the 1ndesc:r1bab1y moving: pr
dawn chant to Grandfather the Sun, coming from the Bird Crée
bottoms or from the blackjack-hills beyond. Mud Creek. He would
rise before his set time, with the self-accusation expressed:in: thc—
Atner-European motto, “It's later than you think.” - -

He must distribute more wagons and more 1mp1emcnl:s, and bu11d

more houses and force more children to go to-Carlisle in Penn'syls.
vania or to the Osage mission in the ceded reserve in Kansas or: itd.

Haskell at Lawrence, Kansas, and other places, as well as to the1r oW’
stone buildings on the hill 35
In his later-than-you-think-inspired activity in sendmg chlldren*t
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hc ought: to do about polygamy, . all ‘was! stoptued about:July:8, 1883,
whegrrémallpox was reported from.Black-Dog’s village on the Ar-
Kansas River. ‘The virus he sent forwas spoiled by the heat before be -
£Guld get it to.the agency. Fe sent his:wife and children away and
lacéd;isaucers of carbolic acid in I'.he windows,-- since they must be
s¢d.during the heat.of the summer: .

»¥iThe: Major-made tnps—pleadmg» w1th the Pe.oplc to bury -their
dd underground; vsing every argument in his power to-make them
thatiburial in-cairns would only help spread the disease, but-they
ould not-sce.-this. They could not.buryan Indian in the ground
| licrc;he-wcuuld be losty where it would be-difficult for Wak'Kon-1'ah
seehim: Wah'Kon-Tak could see stone cairns on the hilltops, This
‘t 4t-Sickness of the white man did not:devour the spirits of those
ho- dled they said, that thay should be buried in ground like white
C.Q..‘t Wil

Tike the wuundcd buffalo Wluch leaves the heid to dle in some
wash-oif the.plains, and like the sick wolf which leaves the pack to
awl:out on some naked rock to end his days in solitude, the people
ﬂf?ﬂle.Reservatlon followed the law that the herd or band must not
befizapeded. They crawled away from the camps into the woods and
the high'grasses; and there died alone. .

_‘Innbcauuful valleys stood the hlckory frachork of lodges, where

r mmshouldhrs..
o When the Ma]or drove up to dcsertcd camps and ca]lcd familiar
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[oithie-antside, but they couldn’t get it open, It-was not lockcslj,? 1lzut
¢chanics of tucning a knob they could not undcr:stand. ey
ﬁbég‘uﬁ to break out through. the windows when f:hmr host came
d-tturned:the knob. Latet the food- had to be carried out to them
sy-way of the barn, D ‘
eij’ll\t/;ﬁg:ift the agency- at the end of his first tertn, a Captain
VH Potter of the Eighteenth Infantry came as acting agent.
Hedseerned to be surprised that the Osages had u'nhnfited credit
{ihfthé traders, and always paid. He failed to mentlon it, but they
arrla‘d':littlb ‘sticks. which they notched each tims they o*::ved‘a dollar,
. rhen‘their annuities were paid, they came with their sticks, a.nd
eimatchied well with the credit card kept by the trader and with
higbocksas well. : - ‘
¢ military man thought they:spent'too much time dancing, and
iew they were indolent,.and he wondered why young men ye-
gifrom ' Catlisle, Pennsylvania, went back to the blankf?t. 'I-Ie
tght them obedient, and that their chief sin was-one of omission.
2nsthere was horse stealing from across the border or murder, or
. were white men taking refuge from the law in their camps, they
fitséd:to liskorm the agent. : ,
T'hérmilitary man thought that United States troops ‘oughf: to be
aned-on. the reservation to protect the Osages from invasions of
inals from Kansas and the Cherokee borders. .
Ka:enntities were growing larger fortunately fowW as their hunt-
was-prdctically over, and there had been no hiatus between furs
#d6llars in their economiic importance to the I‘-Icfwy Eyebrows.
Major” Laban J. Miles returned to the agency in 188, and was
63 discouraged. Since the Osages seemed to havtlt progressed little
aﬁcaﬁon' and in agriculture, their'comparative' rmhe‘s meant little
Uniyeven though their inereasing Wealth.was. the direct cause of
hilurhappiness since white men were coming into the reservatﬁﬂ
&liwhisky,-steal horses, take refuge from thf: law, and marery the
tian women, The mixed-bloods were increasing and were almost
aliin: number to the fullbloods, and when the Cherokee Allot-
fent:Commission arrived in June, t8g3, and urged the'Osagcs to take
allotments and sell their surplus lands as the other tribes would do,

mechanisms. In the. great sandstone building which was-the schoo]
dormitory -even- the stairway was a mystery to the little girls; and
whea they wished to ascend, they crawled up, and when they: d
scended, they bounced down on their bottoms. It wasn’t fear.somuch
as Ineptitude, unbelievable to matrons and other employees ‘three
thousand years-ahead of them in development, . - - P
There was many a runaway Indian team when the driver could not
fathom. the brake-on his light wagon, until he learned about bralkes
and how to:use them. They came ractling down the clayey, twisting
roads from the bills into the valleys, women weeping and children’
falling: out. with the kettles and lodge poles, forcing the-horses-to!
spread and break the traces, to end up shivering with fear and hope
lessly entangled, with perhaps the wagon overturned - with a wheel
still spinning, The occupants usually were thrown out or jumpéd:
before the bottom of the hill was reached. : ‘ ’
A door knob was at first a mystery. One cold winter's night, the*
lodges of the Buffalo gens of the Big Hills blew down, and sléet be-
gan to slant agajnst them. Their camp was on the hill near the grea
stone buildings of the agency. Near by- was the house of a mixed
blood, who was of their gens and their physical division, and they.
carve to hita for shelter. They brought their robes and besrs' sking
with them; and soon they were lying o the floor in the kitchen, -+ _
The host knew the traditions, and he made prepaiations to keep
his guests as long as they wished to stay, and the greater part of hos-
pitality and traditional courtesy being represented by abundance of
food, he got the girl of all work up before dawn to start the fire'in- -
the cookstove, She was a daughter of a white settler north of the
border in Kansas and had been brought in by permit by her em ployer,
and was frightened of “Injuns.” ‘ T
Finally she was urged to enter the kitchen where the Little Ones
lay hidden unde their robes in 2 circle close to the walls, 3
She shoved the wood into the stove, looking back over her shoulder
at: the humps, then quaking in her fear, she fargot to open the damper
and the smoke came fram every stove lid and crack. A man. raised
his head, and smelling and seeing smoke, jumped up hissing, and
the others came out of their robes, and all rushed for the door which
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they refused, solely.on account of the fact that the fullbloods still out: -

numbered the mixed-bloods, who were-almost unanimously for allot~
ment, ‘The fullbloods stayed true to the attitude they took.in. 1870,
when they asked that thelr land be held in community,

Thelr agent at this time was Captain C. A.Dempsey of the Second
Infantry, acting U, 8. agent, and he advyised them to allot, believing

that it-was a “step toward civilization,” The military man following -

him had a most tidy military rind, He was Lieutenant Colonel Free- -
man of the Fifth Infantry, He was a severe man, who had been a.
prisoner in Libby Prison during the Civil War, and had been one:of .
the party of prisoners who had dug a tunnel and escapcd Later he’
had been in command of a Negro regiment. Cagh
The comparative riches of the Little Ones now lured frec men in -

great numbers, and the opening of the Cherokee Qutlet west of 'the -

last reservation of the Little Ones had brought more trouble, and thé

little towns along the border were worse than the Kansas.border -

towns had been, ' ¢

There were twenty-one hccnscd traders now, and the Little Ones :
were ever in debt to thent, If the traders refused to .sell them mep:

chandise beyond their credit limits, they went to the little towns: on .

cither border, where the merchants were eager to allow all the credit
they desired, knowing that the federal governmcnt would makc the

debts good. C e

Colonel Freeman bad a mmd which useemcd to bc pcnodma]ly :

policed by a fatigue detail, so that not a-scrap of a useless thought ;
could be noted. He felt, naturally, that the Little Ones danced ttao’

often and feasted too long. The dances which they created-through -

the zenturies, one might hope could gradually be abandoned as théy
became Christianized, especially the troublesome Mourning Dancé

which terminated with the taking of an enemy scalp, But instead of

diminishing the number of their dances, they added one about 1885,

which they got from their once-removed splinter, the :Poncas! This
was 2 sacial dance wherein they danced for four days, and on'the ;

fourth day members of the tribe who desired self-agprandizement

gave away valuable presentsto visitors frotm other Siouan tribes The o

FURY
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4 than or woman who wished to appear as important as the chiefs must
“practice generosity, and in so doing, made & great show of giving.

“Oné would go to the singers seated around the drum and proaise
‘them a beef or flour and coffee, or all three, and the smgcrs koew that

“this meant they were to sing the song of this pcrson s ancestors at a
“¢értain time. The one who was to parade his generosity and therefore
"dd to his importance would have the things which he intended to
1 gpive:away readied, and he himself would sit apart so that all could

see the great man.
/The singers would beat the drum in 4 thythm, and this was like

-the heart beats of Mo’n-Sho'n, Mother Earth, Then the leader would
\start the song, usually in a falsetto, as in the first note of the coyote

chorus, then in diminuendo the others came in, and the generous one
would rise with concentrated gravity and dance about the drum, Soon

“dthers of his family or gens would join him. When the song ended,

e'would have the shoka or some boy of his family carry the robe, or
wo'p-ce shah, white metal (silver dollars), to the one designatcd to
cceive the gift. If he gave food, he would have the town crier an-
wounce the fact that he was giving food to a certain persoh. Or if the
gift was a horse, the animal would be led onto the dance ground and
“its*hialter handed to the one who was to receive it, The horse would
“sniort at the swarming color under the willow-branch covering of the
pen structure which shaded the dance ground, and his Aanks wonld

twitch,
When the Little Ones first received this dance, they carried a pipe

-+

frolin the giver to the recipient and each smoked; later they discarded

theipipe; but still the fourth day of the dances was called the day

-'When the Little Ones “smoked” gifts to their guests.

:Sometimes a man. who had litde to give would become intoxicated
th the image of himself as a generous giver, and filled with iHlusions

_ 6f grandeur, he would trade all for the few moments when all cyes

were-on.him and his song was being sung.
This dance was called Pr-Lon-Schka, the Playground—of—the—Fust—
on: Colonel Freemman hecame almost as worrled about it as he did

~dbout the Mourning Dance, When the rich Little Ones held the Iz
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Lon-Schka, their Siouan kin came from. the Dakotas, from the Sal
Fork of the Arkansas, to dance and feast and play the moccasin game,
Many of them were poor now, since they had been forced to stay on

their reservations and some of them forced to accept atlotment, and.

they loaded their ponies with gifts as they set out on the return trip to
their villages. The poorer the recipient of some Nobody’s generosity,

the greater the “ho-0-0-0-0-0-0-08" of praise and gratitude, and the’

more concentrated the attention drawn to the giver, and the greater
the welling of sclf-esteern within him, '

Colonel Freeman i his report to the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs indicated that this business was too much for his tidy mind, “As-
the one who gives most is regarded as the greatest, the hosts fres.

quently strip themselves of all movable property.”

He was annoyed by the white horse thieves and whisky peddlers -
crossing the border into the reservation, and one feels that he would °
have liked to charge all along the border with drawn saber, These’

people had only one means of sustenance: horse stealing and whisky

peddling, He was disgusted with the pretense of law enforcement:

along the border and with the Little Ones for refusing to testify
against the intruders, even when they shot at them for sport. Freeman
thought there ought to be a garrison of United States troops or a
police force properly mounted, so that the Little Ones could receive
protection. ‘ %
He wrate: “The country is overrun with U, S. [deputy] marshals.
One cannot ride ten miles from the agency without meeting them
but their efforts scem confined to arresting Indians who may at somie
time have had a bottle of whiskey. T did not know of a single instance
of a white man arrested by them for theft and very fow in whiskey.
cases, while the arrests of the Indians will T ani sure amount to.up-
ward of a thousand.” , _
Colonel Freeman was agent to the Little Ones from 1894 to 898,
and they won his military heart completely. He saw that the mixed-
bloods were increasing and the fullbloods diminishing, and that cit
zenship in the tribe was quite often being purchased, and white mcn_‘
were eager to marry Osage womesn. There were in 187, according to
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5 caleulations, only goo fullbloods and 829 mixed-bloods, and their
- capita Incorne was now $214.

Hewith the council had given 4 lease to B D, Poster of Rhode
and for mining purposes. This was on unoccupied land, and was

i for ten years,
4l'0 the correct, irascible, military Freeman nothing went as it

‘shoiild have gone during his four years as Osage agent. Some of the

véd-blood citizens of the Osage Nation and the white men from
545 and the Cherokee Outlet were stealing walnut timber from

'Jthf':_,:ifc‘,servation and selling it. There were whisky peddlers and horse

thieves and wife hunters and people buying their enrollment as citi-
16, 0f the Osage Nation, gnardians stealing their protégés' money;
;Colonel Freeman wrote to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
103806, I most heartily thank you for your assistance in the Indian
Qffice, generally for the support given me in this the most difficult
osition in which I have ever been placed.”

: & what he might, he seemed to be frustrated in bringing a sort of
tterse.milieary order to the reservation of the Osages. ‘The intruding
white' people were enough to cause apoplexy, but the Osages them-
selves danced, talked, and rested, continually visiting each other. They

ré:their moccasins in the wet spows of winter and caunght pneu-
irioniia, and while they sought sic whisky, with few exceptions, when

if?ﬁas’brought to thetn, they greedily drank all available in order to
‘é‘i&ﬁmiﬁh in the strange, exotic wold of fantasy and escape, into which
theifew first swallows had transported them. In this world each No-
iwas a happy warrior, detached from the restrictive world of the

SH vy Byebrows.

1T ﬁé-'Colonel would train the minds of the children through educa-
op*as-one wounld train troops for success in battle, and when the

gitls over seven and under fourteen were held in their villages by
their'teluctant parents or when. they would find loose pickets in the
I':éllfi’)ick'et fence that surrounded the grounds of the great sandstone
schiool bullding and escape, he would send the Indian police for therm.

heté were some men of character and standing among the Indian
police;’such as young Thunder-Tear and Gray Bird, but there were

729




'THE OSAGES

others who became suffused with their importance, and when the.’

girls resisted, they would hold their arms behind their backs and load
them in the wagon, tying them to the bow slots. When after reach-
ing the agency some of them jumped from the wagon and ran, the
police overtook them on their horses, and roping them, they would
drag them up the dusty hill to the schoo] buildings.

These were the older girls, who fought like brought-to-bay bobcats.
They would fall as they struggled against the ropes, and their long
black hair would mmake traces in the deep dust of the road, and their
clothing was rent, but unlike the brought-to-bay bobcat, they made
po sound and there were no tears; only silence and sweat that mud,
died the dust of their faces, _

The boys were like the mustang, and finally gave up. They climbed
onto the lower or middle rib of the tall picket fence in their par- of
the grounds, and stood in rows looking over the pickets far across
the hills, . . : .

When Colonel Freeman made his report in r8g7, the word “Paw-

‘huska” appeared for the first time along with Osage Agency. He .

assured the Commissioner that the Osages were still going visiting
and dancing and feasting and wouldn’t stay on their farms with
their neat little log houses and their worm fences, “The old men sit
and talk of the past.” FHe was contemptuous of the white people who-
had brought suits against him, depending on their peers to render
judgments in their favor. He had won them all,

But he wrote, “I have been more or less intimately acquainted with '

Indians and Indian affairs for upward of thirty years and know that"
the administration of their affairs has constantly improved while;
personal experience has taught me that St. Peter himself could no
manage an agency to the satisfaction of everybody, especially if he
sought to enforce the law and protect the Indian,” .
William J. Pollack was the agent to the Little Ones the last two :
years of the century, from 1898 to 1g00. He wore a nionk’s skullcap -
to hide his bald spot. An agent had great power and was a very im- |
portant man among the blackjacks and on the prairle, and must
guard his dignity, being careful of his actions and his manners, Only |
the mixed-bloods and the employees reflected this importance, but -
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i:‘ci;iﬁaras sufficient since the fullbloods didn't count. The mixed-bloods
ofien named their children for the agent’s wife or children or bim-
]_(; the ancient attitude of respect of the courewur de bois for his
bdﬁrgeois dying hard within them.

This pleased men like Pollack, so he wore his skulleap an‘d en-
oyed his position, seemingly. Fe seemed to be efficient and did his
job Wwell. He observed the Osage: “He loves to sing, to dance, and to
! Then in his after-dinner ease in the great sandstone residence,
eemed to reflect, “He is human.” ,
he Little Ones had his respect, too, since they were wealthy, but
he%séémed to be a bit disturbed by this fact. He wrote, “They are
ikfocrats and like all wealthy people, they don’t care for manual
b There seemed to exist a delicate nnderstanding here between
an who respected people who were not compelled for economic
ions to come far out into the savage blackjacks and prairie-plains
,fhc “wealthiest people per capita on earth,” who owned those
ame blackjacks and prairie-plains.

Je gounted 886 fullbloods and 87y mixed-bloods, and he reported
tithe fullbloods still clung to their ancient dress and shaved their
ds, leaving a “crest.” He reported that they were very quict and
eaceful and liked to gather where they could recount their feats of
‘mer tmes. . )

He noted that the annuities were §zo0 per capita, and paid in
yiatterly payments “by 2 paternal and benevolent government.” This
5.4 jealous distortion rather than a careless one.

¢ saw no future for them and gave a statistical table covering
ciiLy yeas of their history, which he said would “illustrate the
dfuiral tendency of their exit from earth and that will soon ‘be as

forgot as the Indians canoe across the bosom of the lonely lake

Housand years ago.' "
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PEYOTE AND OIL

“They have adopted the Man on the Cross, because they
" understand Him. He is both TeiSho and Hunkah, His
potpriats are on the Pcybtt altars, and they are deep like the foot-
-‘x1ii§$ of one who has jumped. No bird they know can launch itself
the sky, without first jumping."—John Joseph Mathews, Talk-
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,G;BNT POLLACK. SAW ONLY the surface when he said of the Osage,
He loves to smg, to darice and to rest.” Behind their singing and
ancing and resting now there was a fear that haunted them. Their
bipthers” the buffalo were gone, as were the wapiti and the ante-
pe,.and since they had not been able to protect these “brothers,”
aly Kon-Tah. had forsaken them, or at least the God of the Heavy
rows, the enemy god, had confused then.

['he buffalo was more than just a “brother”s he was the giver of the
arlcolm ed corn, and had been a part of their existence, perhaps the
gty basis of their existence. In their organization of the gentes, the
iftle;Old Men had deferred to him and had shown him courtesy,
Hnd;the. gentes themselves hesitated to choose him as a life symbols
y,one of the gentes employed only a phase, the Buffalo Face, and
n'then, the Little Old Men out of respect gave this gens no operous
undane activity in the gentile organization. The organization was
omiplete when the jealous buffalo, finding that he had not been
sen,as a life symbol of one of the gentes, came roaring up to the
iicil lodge of the Little Old Men with tail of anger raised and
ing the earth, demanding that he be made a symbol, and he did
hg with jealous thunder become the symbols of “those who came
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 from an eagle-wing fan and mumblings which could not be under:

'THE OSAGES

“assistant chief,” and fifteen councilmen, and the #'%i-da, soldicré,_w
were appointed by the “Supreme Coutt of the Osage Nation,” and .
were called Indian police, The Little Old Men now had no power,

Long Knives (the agents). They were not even known; but the physi
cal division leaders were recognized, becavse they lived with their

people in widely separated places over the reservation, T hey wete ot

recognized as the Sa'n Solé, the Upland-Forest People, but Cla
more’s band and Black Dog’s band, The Pa Solé, the Big Hills, werc
now Big Hill Joe’s band or 'Tall Chief's band, and the Wah-Ho-Kea-
Li, the "Thorny-Valley People were recognized as White Hair's or
Beaver’s band, and the Down-Below People, the Little Osages, were
often referred to as Striking Ax's band, while the Heart-Stays People
seemed to have been forgotten.
"The prestige of the Little Old Men and the gentile leaders was now
faded, and some of them tried to clutch to themselves, and hold
for all to see, their traditional iraportance. Some of the Little OJ3:
Men, especially as they grew older.and there were no ears turned to
‘them, assumed esoteric powers, and even presumed to cure diseases:
by magic, They became medicine men to retajn their self-esteem and:
their traditional importance.
The Osages experienced ga-nisha, chaos, again, and the people :
were casy victims of the medicine men, who became a nuisance
both the Friends and the: military agents, especially when they"
cleimed “medicine” for the cure of wounds, blindness, and disease, .
The gullible people gave them valuahle presents for a few fannings -

stood, The ageats could de nothing about this situation, but it wai
finally partially saved by a doctor named Dobson, in whom the people
had faith, He spoke the language well, and had a deep feeling for
them, ‘ ‘ o
- However, during this period an energetic medicine man need ot
become celebrated in his own tribe only, but might have attained the
stature of an all-Indian prophet, ‘ :

The tribes of the plains were also thrown into confusion, and had
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finally succumbed to the enemy gods; being resistant and vindictive
it without actms and buffalo, they were ready for a prophet.
" The Amer-Buropean, with only his burden of religion and prop-
c,r,tj},- could lose both in the manner in which all things become u13—
ttached and one became separated frothn them, He was still a unit
n:himself and part of a collective voice; His religion had not come
ut'of the earth which now nourjshed hitm, but from far away in a
ountry of arid harshness, and it had been modified by the culture of
Rome and Jater Europe and England, The asceticism of the desert
Hhad been metamorphosed by the marshes and the meadows and the
ivers and the forests of Europe and England, and in America had
hécome ramified and seemed rather a philosophy instead of life itself,
He,;'in the place of the Tndian, could have adjusted himself to the new
conditions, assuming a new concept of God, and acquired mose prop-
ftjé{i:’; the manner of his conquerors to revive his prestige.
#I'he religion of the tribes had come out of the carth where they
ved except in the cases where they wete removed to far-away reser-
tions, and it was a part of their existence, not a thing-apart philoso-
phy, hience their bewilderment when the alicn enemy gods weakened
ithe miedicine of their own.
Had it not been for this, one might now have expected the Osages
live in their log cabins, with their garden patches enclosed within
vorm ferices, and expected them to seek the churches scattered here
andithere in order to get some relief for their confusion, Since they
had, nat put away their concept of God and their blankets and moc-
asing and their leggings and their scalplocks and their predawn
ants-in 1825 when they turned over their land to the immigrant
Tudians and were assigned to a reserve; one might expect them to do
169 since their buffalo were gone and they had a larger communal
income: than the Heayy Eyebrows surrounding them. Now perhaps
Jgesinight expect them to cast away their blakets and their moc-
ns and their bear-claw necklaces and their mussel-shell gorgets
‘their quivering scalplocks of turkey “beard” and deer tail. In-
cad-of their otter and beaver bandeaus, one might expect them to
e floppy black hats with greasy bands and shabby “citizens'®
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clothes, It was the logical time for those whe must have prestige 0
fill the vacuum created by the disintegration of the old tribal organis
zation wherein they were important, by carrying Bibles about and
preaching in a language they understood not too well, about an cncmy
God of a bewﬂdcrmg ourber of facets.
They remained resistant. ‘They chanted each morning to the Morn?
ing Star, and they fasted and they held the mourning dances with-no
change. except where individuals might evince anxiety and make
slight changes of adjustment. ‘There was an unsureness about their
religious ceremonies, and the once formal Ceremeny of the Dove
became more popular, and unscrupulous medicine men used it for
profit and self-aggrandizement, but this was the beginning of del
terjoration rather than adjustments inspired by anxiety and doubt:
‘The Little Ones had always believed that the dead should not start

on the journey to Spiritland until Grandfather was immediately:

above them at noon, Then the “door was open,” and the spirit of the
dead one could travel home with Grandfather. But now the man
whom the relatives summoned to paint the face of the dead one 56
that he might be recogaized in Spiritland would have him laid on
his back outside the lodge according to tradition, then paint his face
with the symbols of the gens and the division on a ground of red, He:
painted the back of the neck as well, just a little, so that he could be-
identified from both directions, The Christians buried their dead
facing east, and apparently they traveled east to Spiritland, and the
relatives didn'c want to take chances. "The painter of the face now.
talked to the spirit of the dead man and asked him to go where the:
other spirits were, and reveal to them the identity of the man who-
had painted him and sent him there as being the grandson of one;
who was already there, After assuring himself that the messages con
cerning the goodness of his deed would be heralded in Spiritland, he
asked the spirit of the dead one to be sure to inform those in Spirit-"
land that the Little Ones wete true to their ancient customs, . '
The man who had been summoned to put on the moccasins for
the last journey of the dead one also asked the spirit of the dead man
to say that the Little Ones were keeping the old custoens, but thef'
told the spirit that it was not to go to the West but to the East. 'This .
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jag.a gesture on the side of safety, The dead man was painted cor-
ectly and could not possibly become lost, so what matter if he went
the East instead of the West? ‘This might, after all, be the right
itection, since the Heavy Eyebrows splrits traveled to the Hast, the
direction whenee their Wah'Kon-Tah E Shinkah, their Son of God,

‘would appear when he came again.

When the face painter and the moccasin man had finished w;th
'mr wark and had finished instructing the spirit of the dead man,
y stood and mourned in the old manner.

:But there was no change in the burial. He was taken to a high hill,
mgl there was Jexed into a sitting position dressed in his finery, and
nes were piled about him. Then the United States flag was set in
¢ stones, and his favorite horse choked and dragged to the calrn,
ving half upon it.

he mourpers went down the hill, to where the feast was prepared.
,ach one held his hand over a fire of cedar and laved his hands in
ie;smoke to drive away any evil that might be present. If he were
important man, the Mourning Dance would start, and after four
ayS, the mourning party would sct out for a scalp,

The advice to the spirit by the face painter and moccasin man whe
re worried evinced fear of the enemy God, but the mourning
jarty’s refraining from taking an ¢nemy scalp was due to Heavy Eye-
yws: power, They sometimes did so even near the turn of the cen-
ury,,but the Heavy Eyebrows Long Knives had finally convinced
iem that would bring trouble to all of the agency if they did not
djust. to the times. Sometimes they would hire a Pawnee. They
Would ‘cross the Arkansas River to the Pawnee Reservation just across
m the Big Hills and give a horse and other presents to some long-
f gdﬂl’awncq to play the game. He would lose himself in the hills
d'the mourning party had to track him down and pretend to take
his:scalp by simply cutting off his long hair. It was a delicate business.
The mourning party were short-tempered with hunger and emo-
nalized.

Also. there was a Heavy Eyebrows woman who lived just across
he border in Kansas. She allowed her ycllow hair to grow to her
knees.and would sell a strand to cach mourning party. She also sold
whlsky and love,
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