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MISSION STATEMENT – Osage Nation Head Start believes the chief 
priority is student learning through our Osage culture and school readiness 
experiences. Staff, family and community share this responsibility. 

 

 
Head Start is a national program that promotes school 
readiness by enhancing the social and cognitive 
development of children through the provision of 
educational, health, nutritional, social, and other services 
to enrolled children and families. 

 



 

CULTURE 
 

      

The Head Start multi-cultural program continues to be updated 
and expanded to provide new materials for the teaching staff, 
which along with their own creative ideas, expose the children 
to a wide variety of cultures. The teaching staff, parents, and 
Osage Cultural center staff working together provide Osage 
cultural experience in language, music, dance, games, and other 
activities. The Osage language exposure is integrated daily in 
each center to expose the children to correct pronunciation of 
Osage words and phrases to use in their daily lives. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

HEAD START CENTER LOCATIONS 

 

 
Pawhuska  Hominy  Fairfax  Skiatook 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT 

 

        
The Osage Nation Head Start encourages parent participation in the program. 
100% of families had a family partnership with 16% having completed a family 
goal. Volunteer hours totaled 1,107. Opportunities for parental involvement within 
the program are provided during the year through: 

• Parent Committee meetings 
• Policy Council representatives 
• Parent training 
• Community Events 
• Family Literacy 
• Cultural Events 
• Home Visits 
• Parent/Teacher Conferences 
• Field Trips 
• Volunteering 

 

Fatherhood/Male Involvement Projects, #Dad’s Night activities: 

• Movie Night 
• Birdhouse Construction 
• Jack-O-Lantern Cut-Out 
• Mad Scientist 
• Valentine Box construction 
• Cook-Out 



 

SCHOOL READINESS 

 

          
The educational services of the Osage Nation Head Start are focused on children’s 
“school readiness”; exciting children about a life time of learning and supporting 
parent’s engagement in their child’s education journey to prepare children for 
kindergarten. 

Osage Nation teaching staff is comprised of highly qualified, educated teachers in 
the field of early childhood. 

Osage Nation utilizes the Creative Curriculum for Pre-School; which is a 
scientifically researched-based curriculum focused on the sound and proven 
principles of developmentally appropriate practices. 

The Creative Curriculum is a comprehensive collection of knowledge-building and 
daily practice resources that explains the “what”, “why”, and “how” of teaching. 
Step by step guidance is found in the Foundation and Daily Resources guidebook. 
The teaching guides and additional instructional tools provide a wealth of ideas 
and detailed plans for filling every day with meaningful and engaging experiences 
designed for all children. The teaching guides feature studies, exciting and 
engaging firsthand explorations of topics that are relevant to children’s everyday 
experiences.  

The Creative Curriculum for Pre-School supports and meets the requirements set 
forth by the Head Start Performance Standards – 1302, Subpart C; Head Start Act 
641-A, Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework, and the Oklahoma 
Academic Learning Standards for Pre-Kindergarten. Ongoing assessment of skill 
development for the children is tracked using Teaching Strategies Gold as part of 
the Creative Curriculum. Assessments are conducted periodically so that teachers 
and parents can work together to make positive, productive goals. 

Providing comprehensive early childhood educational services is an important 
priority for our program. In addition to our foundation curriculum Creative 
Curriculum for Pre-School children, our program provides supplemental 
curriculums to support our “school readiness” goals. 



Second Step Social – Emotional Skills for Early Learning curriculum provides 
children with the necessary skills to handle their emotions and develop strong 
healthy coping skills.          
The information below shows the percentages of the children whose skill levels are 
Emerging or Accomplished at the end of the 2018-2019 school year according to 
the Teaching Strategies Gold child assessment system. This assessment system 
aligns with the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework and OK State 
early learning standards. 
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   BELOW       MEETING  EXCEEDING 

Social/Emotional 3.23%  67.74%  29.03%  

Physical 3.23%  61.29%  35.48%  

Language 16.13%  61.29%  22.58%  

Cognitive 22.58%  64.52%  12.9%  

Literacy 12.9%  58.06%  29.03%  

Mathematics 19.35%  51.61%  29.03%  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENROLLMENT/HEALTH INFORMATION 
 

          

Osage Nation operates a Head Start program in the Osage County service area with 
a funded enrollment of 210. There is a total of 4 centers with 12 classrooms and 1 
classroom at Pawhuska Public Schools in a Pre-K collaboration. 

The total number of children served during the 2018-2019 school year was 231. 
There were 214, 145 two-parent families and 69 single-parent families. 

The percentage of income eligible children served was 65% with 3% in foster care, 
5% homeless, and 4% receiving public assistance. There were 30% over-income. 

The program had an average monthly enrollment of 94%. 

The number of enrolled children that received medical exams was 172 students and 
those receiving dental exams were 220. Children with disabilities number 4%. 

 

 



FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

 

          
 

 

    

         
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funding 

Federal  $1,794,826 

In-Kind Match  $   441,187 

USDA  FOOD  $   123,395 

Total   $2,359,408 

 

Supplemental Tribal $     73,232 

 

Budgetary Categories: expenses to 
operate a Head Start include these: 

Wages/Fringe 

Travel 

Supplies 

Communication 

Vehicle Expenses 

Building Maintenance 

Food Service 

Child Service Consultants 

Parent Services 

Training 

Other Expenses 

Financial Audit 

The last financial audit 
completed and filed for 

fiscal year 2018 contained 
no findings on the Head 

Start funds or other federal 
funds. 

Recent Monitoring Review 

In March 2016, the 
Administration for Children 
and Families (ACF) 
conducted a CLASS 
(classroom assessment 
scoring system) review of the 
Osage Nation Head Start 
program. The results of the 
review show that emotional 
support and classroom 
organization were low. A 
follow-up review is necessary 
and will be considered in the 
designation renewal process 
of a quality improvement 
plan. The review is scheduled 
in 2020. 

 


