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A Season of Feast Days

The period following Christmas and leading up to Great Lent is marked by several major feast Days of the Church, beginning
with the Feast of St. Basil on Jan. 1 and including (featured on this page) the Epiphany, Feast of the Three Hierarchs on Jan.
30, the Presentation of Our Lord to the temple, Feb. 2; and the Sunday of Orthodoxy, the first Sunday of Lent, on March 17.
Others include St. Anthony the Great, Jan. 17; Athanasios the Great, Jan. 18; Maximos the Confessor, Jan. 21; St. Gregory the
Theologian, Jan. 25; and St. Photios, Feb. 6. The Triodion period this year begins Sunday, Feb. 17. Orthodox Easter is April 28.
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Encyclical

The Feast of Saint Basil and the New Year 2019

I can do all things in Christ Who
strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13)
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs,
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and
Members of the Parish Councils of the
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and
Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
As we offer thanksgiving to God at
the inception of the new year and with a
vision for the marvelous works He will
accomplish through us for His honor

and glory, we also are mindful of the
promise we have affirmed throughout
this past year: All Things are Possible to
the One Who Believes in Christ. This
was the theme for our 44th Biennial
Clergy Laity Congress in Boston last
July, and it continues to be the inspiration for dynamic work throughout our
Holy Archdiocese.
This powerful promise offered to
us by our Lord should also guide and
strengthen us throughout this New
Year of 2019. We should anticipate the
power and potential of our faith in Him.
We should move forward in ministry
and service with the assurance that His
promises will be fulfilled. Through our
worship and prayer, we should constantly ask for His will to be done knowing

that the possibilities are boundless, the
opportunities are immeasurable, and
His marvelous works are unlimited!
Today as we celebrate the Feast of
Saint Basil, we see through the witness
of his life that all things are possible in
Christ. In full dedication to God and
faith in His divine will, Saint Basil led
the faithful in worship and in ministries that offered help to the poor, sick,
elderly, orphans, and travelers. By the
power of God, he stood firm against
false teachings and beliefs, revealing
the power of truth through his sermons
and theological works. Through his life
of service what seemed impossible for
many became possible, as they found
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Subscribe Online
Recognizing that many people now receive their information online, and in our continuing efforts to make news more easily accesible, you may opt-in to receive the Orthodox Observer
online edition. When subscribing you will receive your newspaper by email only.
To opt-in send an email to: observeronline@goarch.org.
Include your name, as it appears, along with the five or six digit number below the word DIGIT
on your label. Allow 3-4 months for the change.
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NEW YORK – The 2019 Yearbook of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is now available
online at www.goarch.org/yearbook.
The Yearbook can also be downloaded
from the website as a PDF and used as
a digital book on tablets, smart phones
and other digital reading devices.
Hard copies of the 2019 Yearbook will be available by mail in February. Please note that every parish of
the Archdiocese will automatically
receive two complimentary copies.
Parishes need not call to reserve their
copies.
The Yearbook is designed as
an easy-to-read, accurate, reference
handbook of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America. The new
edition includes updated directories
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Feast of Saint Basil
and New Year 2019
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hope, healing, and abundant life in
Christ.
On January 1 and the Feast of Saint
Basil, it is our annual tradition to recognize the work of our beloved Saint
Basil Academy. For over 70 years this
vital ministry of our Holy Archdiocese
has been a witness of the promise that
all things are possible through faith in
Christ. Through the blessed work of
the staff and directors and the support of
many benefactors, children and youth
have found care and healing, lives have
been transformed, and many have experienced the unlimited possibilities of
the power of faith and compassion. We
give thanks to God for those who have
offered this sacred ministry. As we are
led by our Ladies Philoptochos Society
in the cutting of the Vasilopeta, I ask that
you offer your prayers and generous
support for Saint Basil Academy.
Together, we know and affirm that
faith in Christ makes this ministry possible and makes the impossible possible
through our faith and our service in our
parishes and communities. We know
that the possibilities are endless and the
transforming power of grace is inexhaustible. Thus, we should prayerfully
approach all aspects of our service and
witness throughout this year by seeking possibilities, exploring potential,
and following the will of God. May His
abundant blessings be upon our sacred
work in His name in 2019, and may we
live each day in faith and in anticipation
of the great and marvelous things He
will do!
With paternal love in Christ,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

Luke 6:42

“Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove
the speck that is in your eye, when
you yourself do not see the plank
that is in your own eye?
Hypocrite! First remove the plank
from your own eye and then you
will see clearly to remove the
speck that is in your
brother’s eye.”

Change of Address
To submit a change of address:
Contact Soula Podaras
at 212.570.3555
e-mail: spodaras@goarch.org
fax: 212.774.0239.
Or regular mail to:
Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79th St., New York, NY 10075-0192
Be sure to include old address,
new address and name of parish.
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St. Nicholas Church from the One World Observatory at the World Trade Center about 1,300 feet above the site.

Archdiocese Takes Major Steps Toward
Resumption of St. Nicholas Construction
NEW YORK – The Archdiocese
has taken additional significant steps
towards the resumption of construction
and completion of St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church and National Shrine
with the appointment of a new board of
trustees.
An affirmation of office ceremony
took place at Archdiocese headquarters
on Dec. 6 for the new board, which includes seven members of the original
St. Nicholas parish and the heads of six
major organizations as ex-officio members. They are: National Philoptochos
President Maria Logus, Archdiocesan
Presbyters Council President Fr. Mark
Leondis, Order of St. Andrew National
Commander Dr. Anthony Limberakis,
Leadership 100 Chairman Argyris Vas-

siliou and AHEPA Supreme President
George Loucas.
The trustees will have the responsibility and care for the rebuilding of St.
Nicholas and the management of related
funds.
Additionally, a new entity, the
“Friends of St. Nicholas, Inc.,” has been
created and a Certificate of Incorporation has been filed with the state of New
York. It is a not-for-profit corporation,
which has been created according to the
recommendations of the Phase II Report
produced by the Special Investigative
Committee and PricewaterhouseCoopers Advisory Services LLC (“PwC”)
regarding the rebuilding of St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church and National
Shrine.

The Corporation has been formed
to raise, invest, gift and disburse funds
for the construction and improvement
of the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church and National Shrine. The initial
directors of the corporation (who shall
also be known as “trustees”) are Elaine
T. Allen, Olga Pavlakos and Michael
Psaros. The number of trustees will be
increased to 15 people and is expected
to include individuals from all Archdiocese metropolises. The articles of
incorporation provide that the corporation shall dissolve one year following
the consecration of St. Nicholas and all
assets and property of the corporation
shall be distributed to or for the benefit
of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
and National Shrine.

Bishop Apostolos Named Philoptochos’ Spiritual Advisor
NEW YORK –Archbishop Demetrios appointed Bishop Apostolos of
Medeia in early January as spiritual advisor to the National Philoptochos Society.
Bishop Apostolos, former San
Francisco Metropolis chancellor who
recently was named chief secretary of
the Holy Eparchial Synod, assumed the
responsibility of spiritual advisor to the
National Philoptochos following in the
steps of Bishop Sevastianos of Zela and
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, who both
served the post faithfully in the past.
Archbishop Demetrios in a letter to
National Philoptochos President Maria
Logus stated: “In his new capacity, His
Grace will represent the Archbishop in
the meetings of the Society and will advise, support and promote the mission
of the philanthropic arm of the Archdiocese always mindful of the words of
Matthew (25:40) in the narrative about
the last Judgment, Inasmuch as you did
to one of the least of my brethren, you
did it to me.”
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2019-2020 Scholarship
Applications Available

Applications and instructions for
three scholarships administered by the
Office of the Chancellor of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America are
now available on the Archdiocese website for awards to be made for the 201920 academic year. Two of these are for
undergraduate studies: the George &
Naouma (Gioule) Gioles Scholarship
and the Katina John Malta Scholarship. The third is the Paleologos Graduate Scholarship, awarded for graduate
work in non-theological majors. Each
of these scholarships was established
through generous gifts from dedicated
Greek Orthodox Christians who wanted
to provide financial assistance towards
the education of young people from our
Orthodox community.
The deadline for applying for all
three is May 3. Further details, including complete instructions and applications, can be downloaded from the
Archdiocese website: www.goarch.org.
Applications may also be requested by
e-mailing scholarships@goarch.org, or
by written request to the Scholarship
Committee, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 8-10 East 79th Street,
New York, NY, 10075.
Other scholarships available from
the Archdiocese are as follows:

The Christos and Georgia
Trakatellis Fellowship
The Chancellor’s Office of the
Archdiocese of America is pleased to
announce that applications are now
available to apply for a Fellowship from
The Christos and Georgia Trakatellis
Fellowship Fund for the 2019-2020 academic year. This Fund was established
in 2011 by His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios and his brother, Professor
Antonios Trakatellis, in memory of
their parents, Christos and Georgia. The
Fund offers Fellowships to graduates
of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology to study Greek language,
Hellenic culture and liturgical practice.
These studies can take place in the United States or, preferably, in Greece or at
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.
The study could be part of an established academic program (doctoral
or master Levels) or part of a free program which should be well structured
and clearly defined in view of the above
stated purpose of the Fund. Candidates
shall be chosen based on merit and need.
The amount of the Fellowship is $3,000
per semester for up to two semesters.
One or more full or partial Fellowships
will be awarded annually.
Instructions and applications are
available on the Archdiocese website: (www.goarch.org). Candidates can
request more information via email
(scholarships@goarch.org) or phone
(212-774-0283). The completed application needs to be sent to the Chancellor’s Office by the May 3 deadline.

S. Gregory Taylor
Scholarship
Orthodox Observer photo
Bishop Apostolos meets with the National Philoptochos Executive Board at the Center for Philanthropy for their first meeting of the new year on Jan. 11.

The Taylor Scholarship Fund offers
financial assistance to students pursuing
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Ecumenical Patriarchate
Address of Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew to
Metropolitan Epiphanios of
Kiev and all Ukraine

Ecumenical Patriarchate photo
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew with newly elected Metropolitan Epiphanios

Communique from Patriarchal Synod
It is with praise to God, great joy
and satisfaction that the Ecumenical
Patriarchate announces the successful
completion of the work of the Unifying Synod (Sobor)—foundational of the
new Orthodox Autocephalous Church
of Ukraine—which was convened in
Kyiv today, December 15th, 2018. Metropolitan Epiphanios of Pereiaslav and
Belotserkovsky was elected as its Primate.
His Beatitude, the newly-elected
Primate, contacted His All-Holiness,
the Ecumenical Patriarch, expressed his
respect and asked the wishes and bless-

ings of the Mother Church for fruition
of his primatial ministry, which starts
under good auspices.
In this context, it is announced that
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
invited His Beatitude Epiphanios to
concelebrate the Divine Liturgy at the
Phanar on the great feast of Theophany
and to deliver to him the Tomos of establishment of the new sister Autocephalous Church.
At the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the
15th of December, 2018
From the Chief Secretariat
of the Holy and Sacred Synod

Third International Forum on Modern Slavery
ISTANBUL - The Ecumenical
Patriarchate hosted an International
Forum on Modern Slavery under the
auspices of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. The Forum was held in Istanbul, Turkey, from
Jan. 7-8, and focused on the theme
“Awareness, Action and Impact.”
The Forum commenced with an opening address by His All-Holiness, who
observed: “This Forum aims to rectify
the direction society is heading in, and
to find real and concrete means to fight
against this unacceptable expression of
abuse and evil in our present day and
age.”
After the official opening, the first
panel addressed legal frameworks, at
the international, national, and local levels, for addressing the diverse expressions of modern slavery.
The second panel discussed current
trends in forced migration and human
trafficking, emphasizing how migration
and human smuggling and trafficking
are interstitial to many other dimensions
of human slavery.
The third panel consisted of practitioners whose grassroots efforts have

made positive impacts, including the
protection of women and children, as
well as the provision of public health
services, as remedies to human slavery.
On the morning of Jan. 8, the Orthodox
Christian ministries that were invited to
the Forum met for a first-ever inter-Orthodox consultation on modern slavery.
Ministry representatives discussed
their core activities and key outcomes
and identified opportunities for collaboration and synergy among and between
Orthodox institutions and organizations.
The consultation emphasized the
priority of applying Orthodox teachings on freedom and dignity to action
and witness, in order to help to eliminate the global scourge of slavery that
traps millions of people in lives of
suffering, injustice and humiliation.
This was the third Forum on Modern
Slavery hosted by the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
The first Forum, “Sins Before Our
Eyes,” was held in Istanbul, Turkey,
in February 2017. The second Forum,
“Old Problems in the New World,” was
held in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in May
2018.

On January 5, 2019 at the Patriarchal Church in the Phanar, His
All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, in the presence of Epiphanios, the Metropolitan of Kiev
and of all Ukraine, the President of
Ukraine Petro Poroshenko and his
family, hierarchs and clergy, a multitude of Ukrainian state and government officials, and officials and media representatives from all over the
world, signed the document of the
Tome of the official recognition and
proclamation of the Autocephaly of
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
Here is the address His All-Holiness gave on this momentous and
world-historical occasion.
Your Beatitude Metropolitan
Epifanios of Kyiv and all Ukraine,
Light and delight, peace and unity have appeared today on the most
holy Church of Ukraine, as it receives
in the hands of Your dearly beloved
Beatitude the Tomos of its official
recognition and declaration to an Autocephalous Church, ranking it in the
choir of the fourteen sister Churches
that comprise “the whole institution”
of our holy Orthodox Church.
The pious Ukrainian people have
awaited this blessed day for seven entire centuries. And, behold, the fullness of time has come for them, too,
just as so many Orthodox peoples beforehand, to enjoy the sacred gift of
emancipation, independence and selfgovernance, becoming free from every external reliance and intervention,
which have not always been nurturing
and respectful of their own identity.
Your Beatitude, it was Your right
to request and demand Your autocephaly. It was the right and privilege
of Your Mother Church of Constantinople to bestow upon You this status
of autocephaly. We wholeheartedly
pray that you will prove worthy of this
gift and emerge as a precious fellowtraveler of the other sister Churches in
Pan-Orthodox unity and cooperation,
as well as in our common witness to
the contemporary world, which thirsts
for the inexhaustible spiritual treasures of Orthodoxy.

Today, by the Lord’s grace, we
are realizing the restoration to communion of millions of faithful in Your
land, who abruptly found themselves
outside of canonicity and communion, through no fault of their own.
However, Constantinople gathered
and embraced them as their genuine
mother—the same Church that once
led them to Christian baptism—rather than as their stepmother. After all,
never and for no people or nation had
Constantinople acted as a stepmother
throughout its long and frequently
troubled historical journey. This
Church of Christ’s poor always emptied itself, gladly sacrificing portions
of its jurisdiction, diminishing itself in
order to serve the wishes and interests
of its children.
Your Beatitude, dear brother,
On this magnificent and historical
day, at the Sacred Center of Orthodoxy, standing and celebrating with
us are Prince Vladimir and Saint Olga,
along with all the saintly descendants
of the illustrious Ukrainian land, as
well as all the advocates and supporters of Your self-evident rights, of the
Ukrainian people, and of justice in
general, but also of human rights and
particularly religious freedom for all
people and nations. All of these are
present in spirit and prayer, sharing
our joy and pleasure.
We greet the honorable presence
among us at this sacred moment of the
head of the State of Ukraine, His Excellency the President Mr. Petro Poroshenko, who so greatly desired to see
this great and glorious day, expressing
his innermost yearning, prayer and petition of his people to enjoy their freedom and independence.
We express the gratitude, commendation and blessing of the Mother
Church to all of You.
This Church of the City of Constantine will always be at Your side—
hoping, praying and working for Your
growth and progress in Christ, as well
as for the stability of the newly-planted Orthodox Autocephalous Church
of Ukraine.
Christ is in our midst!

Metropolitan Epiphanios Elected
to Lead Ukraine’s
Autocephalous Church

ISTANBUL - The Sobor (Unifying Synod) of the Orthodox Autocephalous Church of Ukraine on Saturday,
Dec. 15, elected Metropolitan Epiphanios of Pereiaslav and Belotserkovsky
as the new head of the Church.
In a communiqué issued from the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Chief
Secretariat of the Holy and Sacred

Synod announced:
“It is with praise to God, great joy
and satisfaction that the Ecumenical
Patriarchate announces the successful
completion of the work of the Unifying Synod (Sobor)—foundational
of the new Orthodox Autocephalous
Church of Ukraine—which convened
in Kyiv.
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Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
Archons Undertake Religious Freedom Mission to Austria
VIENNA – As part of its Religious
Freedom Mission, a delegation of the
Order of St. Andrew the Apostle traveled to Vienna, current seat of the European Union presidency; and Budapest, Hungary, Nov.-3-10 to advocate
for religious freedom for the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Turkey and Orthodox Christians worldwide, human
rights, and the Ukrainian Orthodox
Church’s right to self-determination in
the granting of autocephalous status by
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.
Metropolitan
Emmanuel
of
France, who chairs the Patriarchal
Committee on Autocephaly for the Orthodox Church in Ukraine, along with
Metropolitan Arsenios of Austria and
Exarch of Hungary, led the delegation.
Metropolitan Emmanuel has represented His All-Holiness in Moscow,
Kiev and to the 14 Autocephalous Orthodox Christian Churches.
The Archons included National
Commander Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National Secretary B. Theodore
Bozonelis and Spiritual Advisor Fr.
Alexander Karloutsos, who were all
accompanied by their wives, Dr. Maria A. Limberakis, A. Helen Bozonelis
and Presvytera Xanthi Karloutsos.
Their schedule included 14 meetings with religious leaders, heads of
state, and diplomats.
A Spiritual and Inspired Beginning
Issues discussed at the meeting
included the venerable history of the
Orthodox Christian Church in Austria;
and the mutual cooperation, respect
and assistance between the Orthodox
Christian and Catholic churches in
Austria, including land grants to the
Metropolis of Austria by the Catholic
Church.
The delegation sought spiritual
guidance at and attended a concert in
the Metropolis’ beautiful Holy Trinity Cathedral and visited the Chapel of
St. John Chrysostom in Vienna’s historic Greichenviertel (Greek Quarter).
The Greek Quarter also houses some
of Austria’s oldest buildings including
the site where the world’s first newspaper in Greek was published and where
Greek revolutionary leaders met to
plan for the War of Independence in
1821.
Divine Liturgy in the town of
Traiskirchen
On Sunday, Nov. 4, delegation
members attended Divine Liturgy and
participated in a procession of icons at
the recently founded Orthodox Christian church in Traiskirchen, south of
Vienna. The Liturgy was chanted in
German. The Order offered a donation
to the parish to assist in its ministry.
During the week, Metropolitan
Arsenios led the group on a journey
to Budapest to visit the Exarchate of
Hungary of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the new building donated by
the Hungarian government that will
become the center of the Exarchate.
While in Hungary. they traveled
to the village of Szigetszententmiklos
(St. Nikolaus Island) on the Danube,
south of Budapest, to visit a newly
renovated Orthodox Christian parish.
It was purchased in a residential area
where the volunteer priest, Fr. Robert

Members of the Archons delegation with Metropolitan Arsenio and Roman
Catholic Bishop Agidius J. Zsifkovis of Eisenstadt.

…with Mag. Wolfgang Sobotka, first vice president of the Austrian Parliament

Order of St. Andrew photos
…with Chancellor of Austria Sebastian Kurz.

Szentirmai, built the church’s iconostasion by hand. He is a master woodcarver and teaches information technology as his lay profession
Meetings with Austrian leaders
Delegation members also met with
Austrian leaders, focusing on religious
freedom issues for the Ecumenical Patriarchate, persecution of Christians
worldwide, and human rights for all
faiths.
Other officials of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe they met with included Harry
Kamian, charge d’ affaires for the U.S.
Mission to the OSCE; Ambassador
Alessandro Azzoni (Italy), OSCE Permanent Council chairman; Ambassador Bohac, the Slovak Republic’s permanent representative to the OSCE;
Ambassador Alexis Zannos, Greek
Permanent Mission to the OSCE; Ambassador Ioannis Vrailas, the European
Union’s permanent representative to
the OSCE; and OSCE Secretary General Thomas Greminger.
The itinerary included a visit to
Slovakia’s capital, Bratislava, for an
impromptu visit with the Counsel of
the Embassy of Greece in Slovakia.
Interfaith Dialogue
The delegation also met with Fahad Abualnasar, director general of
the KAICIID Dialogue Centre (King
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International
Centre for Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue in Vienna to discuss
cooperation, respect and understanding among Muslims and Christians,
and all faiths.
The Dialogue Centre promotes interreligious and intercultural dialogue.
Metropolitan Emmanuel is the Orthodox Christian Faith member of the
Board of Directors.

…with Ambassador Alessandro Azzoni of Italy, OSCE chairman

Archons Hold Virtual Town Meeting
on Ukraine Autocephaly
NEW YORK – The Order of St.
Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, hosted its first-ever nationwide call-in Virtual Town Meeting
on Jan. 26, on the issue of autocephaly
(independence) of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the prerogatives
and responsibilities of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.
The Town Hall was conducted via
telephone conference call from 1 to 3
p.m.
For more than a century serious religious, social and political conditions
have challenged Orthodox Christianity
in Ukraine.
Ecumenical
Patriarch
Bartholomew, worked to heal these
wounds, he has shown pastoral care
and granted autocephaly to the Church
in Ukraine. The issue is complex and
this complexity is often amplified by
misinformation circulated through social media.

The Virtual Town Meeting served
as an opportunity for an informative
discussion with experts who explained
this all-important issue.
Principal speaker was Metropolitan Emmanuel of France, who was appointed by His All-Holiness to chair
the Patriarchal Commission that reviewed and advised the Holy and Sacred Patriarchal Synod on the question
of Ukraine’s autocephaly.
The panel discussion was moderated by Archon George E. Demacopoulos, Ph.D., co-director of the Orthodox
Christian Studies Center at Fordham
University. He is a specialist in Christianity history.
The Order’s National Commander
Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, said: “The
importance of this issue, and therefore
of this Virtual Town Meeting, cannot
be overstated. I strongly urge everyone
to dial in, listen to the panel, and ask
questions.”

Subscribe Online
Recognizing that many people now receive their information
online, and in our continuing efforts to make news more easily
accesible, you may opt-in to receive the Orthodox Observer online edition. When subscribing you will receive your newspaper
by email only. To opt-in send an email to:
observeronline@goarch.org. Include your name, as it appears,
along with the five or six digit number below the word DIGIT
on your label. Allow 3-4 months for the change.
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Ecumenical Patriarchate

Ecumenical Patriarch Consecrates Romania’s National Cathedral
BUCHAREST, Romania - At the
end of the Divine Liturgy celebrated
Sunday. Nov. 24, at the newly-consecrated National Cathedral in Bucharest,
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
thanked God for “the blessing and grace
he has poured out” noting that the Arsenal Hill turned into the Hill of Grace
and Blessing.
His Holiness wished Patriarch Daniel, the hierarchs, clergy, state officials
and the well-believing sons and daughters of the Romanian Church “many
days, physical and spiritual health.”
Ecumenical Patriarch presented Patriarch Daniel with an icon of the Ascension of the Lord painted by a monastic
at Xenophontos Monastery.
Full text of the homily:
After ascending the peaks of the
spiritual feelings occasioned by the consecration of this Patriarchal Cathedral
and by officiating the Holy Sacrament
of the Divine Liturgy, we ascribe glory
to the Triune God once again and thank
him for the blessing and grace poured
out bounteously upon us all.
Furthermore, we want to express
our heartfelt thanks to His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel of Romania, our beloved
brother in Christ whom we particularly
appreciate, who is also the Metropolitan and Archpastor of the blessed capital city of Romania, for showing his
abundant love and respect and that of
the Most Holy Romanian Orthodox
Church, whose Primate he is, towards
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Mother
Church of us all.
The same thanks we give for the
kind invitation addressed to us with
brotherly love to come and become
communicants of the great joy experienced in this important hour for the
well-believing Orthodox Romanians,
our brothers and sisters, and to spiritually exclaim together with them, ‘Lord,
I have loved the habitation of thy house,
and the place where thine honour dwelleth. Alleluia.’
We always admire and worthily
praise the vast theological culture of His

Ecumenical Patriarchate photos

Beatitude and his admirable diligence in
carrying out the church activities, which
are crowned with brilliant success.
We are connected to His Beatitude
with our old personal, pure and sincerely tested friendship, but also with the
unshaken, brotherly love in Christ and
good understanding.
This fact is directly and positively
reflected in the church ties between our
Patriarchates.
Participating in the same spirit at
today’s spiritual feast is once again a
proof in this sense. We are convinced
that this connection in Christ full of
soulful, brotherly, sincere warmth in our
interpersonal and inter-church relationships will continue forever.
It will renew itself and revitalize
unceasingly not only for the profit of
the Romanian Orthodox Church and the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, but also for the
benefit of the entire Orthodox Church.
His Beatitude is also an honorary
locum tenens of the throne of the ancient
Holy Metropolis of Caesarea of Cappadocia, where many saints were born.
This was the Metropolis shepherded by

our Father among the saints, Basil the
Great, chief Father of the Church and
great teacher of the world.
Of course, such feelings of love and
fellowship have all the members of the
honourable hierarcy of the Romanian
Patriarchate. All the members of the
Church and the entire noteworthy Romanian people have always a special
place in our heart.
Your Beatitude, today through the
consecration of the Cathedral dedicated
to the Ascension of the Lord and to St.
Andrew the First-Called, the Arsenal
Hill, that is, the place where weapons
were repaired and stored, turned into the
Hill of Peace and Sanctification, the Hill
of Grace and Blessing not only for Bucharest, but for the entire Romania.
The great spiritual lighthouse shining on its peak the new Cathedral and
the Patriarchal Church will shine unto
great distances the light of Christ and
will convey the message of hope and
salvation to those close and afar.
We entreat God to preserve it unto
the end of ages, and may Your Beatitude
and the honourable hierarchy around

Your Beatitude, the holy clergy, the officials, and all sons and daughters of the
Romanian Orthodox Church have many
days, physical and spiritual health, and
rejoice in the light of this lighthouse.
Please receive as a visible blessing
on behalf of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and ours personally for the new Patriarchal Cathedral this holy icon painted with much prayer, devotion and love
in the Holy Mount Athos at our request.
When you will see it and bow down
before it may you feel the fervent love
we have towards Your Beatitude and we
ask you to pray for the much-troubled
Mother Church of Constantinople, for
the Ecumenical Patriarch and for all
those who lift up Christ’s cross and carry
it, as Simon of Cyrene once lifted it up
and carried it on the path to Golgotha.
Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one another, be of one mind, live in
peace. And the God of love and peace
will be with you. Amen.
For more pictures check out
our Photo Gallery; Photo courtesy
by Raluca Ene / Basilica.ro
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Philoptochos
A MESSAGE FROM SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
BISHOP APOSTOLOS OF MEDEIA
My beloved members of our Philoptochos Chapters,
We read in the book of Proverbs
(19:17), “Whoever is generous to the
poor lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his deed.”
I feel so blessed by God to have
this opportunity to greet you all for the
first time through our Orthodox Observer. May I express my personal gratitude to His Eminence, Archbishop
Demetrios, for the opportunity to serve
our Philoptochos in such an important
capacity. I ask for all your prayers as we
strive to fulfill the mission of Philoptochos with the above proverb ringing
in our ears each day. How crucial our
mission is, with more than 25,000
members strong, to have the chance to
bring God’s love to those who need it
most in our parishes, cities and country.
Our Ecumenical Patriarchate and
Archdiocese remain truly grateful for
your ministry over the past three generations, striving steadfastly to continue the work of the Gospel here on
earth, and more specifically, here in the
United States. I look forward to working closely and by your sides to fulfill
this mission.
It has been noticed that even the mission of Philoptochos has evolved and
expanded over the past generation. We
now see our chapters developing
ministries that impact not just our own
parochial chapter events, but also the
community at large. We witness Philoptochos chapters that feed and clothe the
homeless in their towns, spreading
the message of Orthodoxy far past the

four walls of our churches. I think often
of the beautiful prayer we read during
the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (which
we conduct 10 times per year), beseeching God to “…nurture the infants; instruct the youth; strengthen the aged;
give courage to the faint hearted; reunite
those separated…defend the widows;
protect the orphans; liberate the captives
and heal the sick.” These words ring in
my ears, often reminding me of my duties and responsibilities as a hierarch of
the Church. May we add these profound
tasks to our mission in Philoptochos.
Thank you so much for your personal sacrifice of the time, talent and
treasures which each of you offer so
generously to our Ladies Philoptochos Society. Whether you work in your
parish’s Chapter, your Metropolis Board,
or on the National Philoptochos level, each of you are vital to the success of
our Church’s Holy Mission. I ask God
to bless all your endeavors as you keep
the flame of Orthodoxy burning in
the hearts of everyone you reach out
to.  Please continue to inspire, with your
deeds and good works, the younger
generation of women in your parishes to
join Philoptochos.
May your lives in this new year
be full of countless blessings from our
“Let Us Rejoice and Embrace the Children”
great God and Lord, under the protection of our Holy Theotokos, with the
With this powerful mission embed- ill children whose families are unable to
intercessions of all the saints!
ded in its logo, the National Philopto- afford appropriate and necessary mediWith paternal love,
chos Children’s Medical Fund serves the cal treatment. The Fund also provides
needs of critically ill children through- grants for innovative research programs
Bishop Apostolos of Medeia
out the United States and in other parts to pediatric hospitals throughout the
National Philoptochos
of the world. The principal fundrais- United States and to organizations with
Spiritual Advisor
ing event of the National Philoptochos special programs that care for children
Society, the Children’s Medical Fund with critical and life threatening illnessLuncheon is held every two years and is es, along with assistance to individuals
hosted on a rotating basis in the Direct and their families.
The Children’s Medical Fund LunArchdiocesan District and the eight Mecheon began as the Cancer Fund Luntropolises of the Archdiocese.
Save the Date! Later this year we cheon in 1989 at the Waldorf Astoria in
will gather once again with renewed New York City and was followed by a
port from two annual commitments. purpose to fulfill the needs of our ill and second Cancer Fund Luncheon in 1990.
The Vasilopita appeal provides a major fragile children. Hosted by the ladies In 1991, this event was officially named
source of funding for the operating ex- of the Metropolis of Chicago Philop- the Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon,
penses of the Academy.
tochos, the National Philoptochos So- and it became a biennial event held on
The Sisterhood fund provides for ciety invites one and all to attend the non-convention years.
the physical needs of the children, in- 17th Biennial Children’s Medical Fund
Funds Raised and Grants Discluding clothing, furnishings, equip- Luncheon. The event will take place tributed
ment, and other essentials for the on Saturday, November 16, 2019 at
Since its inception, the National
dormitories and kitchens; graduation the Chicago Marriott in Downtown Philoptochos has raised over $4.2
celebrations, awards, and gifts.
Chicago’s “Magnificent Mile.” Mark- million for the Children’s Medical
Since 1991, Philoptochos chapters ing the 30th anniversary of the found- Fund and has awarded over $3.59 milthroughout the US have contributed ing of this signature fundraising event, lion in grants to hospitals and organizaover $10 million to Saint Basil Acad- our hosts, led by Metropolis President tions.The remaining funds have been
emy. Saint Basil’s receives additional Pam Argyris and a committee of highly disbursed for children in need through
support from other organizations of the motivated and dedicated Philoptochos grants handled by the Social Services
Archdiocese as well as from generous, sisters, promise an afternoon of inspira- department at the National Philoptochos
individual benefactors.
tion, dedication and warm camaraderie. office.
This year, on Saint Basil’s 75th anAt the most recent Children’s MediPartnering With Our Youth. As a
niversary, the Academy is planning a special endeavor called “Kids Helping cal Fund Luncheon, hosted in Novemmajor celebration for its Diamond Jubi- Kids,” the Metropolis of Chicago is en- ber 2017 by the Metropolis of New
lee. More information will be forthcom- gaging the children in its parish com- Jersey, the National Philoptochos raised
ing as plans are finalized.
munities to raise funds through lemon- over $425,000 with grants totaling
Philoptochos chapters across the ade-hot chocolate-apple cider stands at $253,700 awarded during the luncheon
country are urged to visit Saint Basil’s church during the fellowship hour. All to 15 programs located in New Jersey,
Academy to meet the children and see proceeds from this effort will be donated Maryland, Delaware, Virginia and the
the amazing work performed by Execu- to the CMF Luncheon, thereby teaching Philadelphia metropolitan area; an additive Director Fr. Constantine Sitaras, and our children about philanthropy.
tional $67,918 was awarded across the
his staff in fulfillment of the Academy’s
Let us rejoice and embrace the chil- country at the 2018 national convention.
mission to, “shelter, protect, love and dren with open and generous hearts!
Amazing!
educate the youth so that they grow up
To learn more about the Children’s
Children’s Medical Fund History
to be healthy, wholesome, well-rounded
Since its establishment in 1989, the Medical Fund Luncheon and the grant
Orthodox Christians, as well as produc- Children’s Medical Fund has sought to application process, go to: http://www.
tive members of society
provide medical assistance to critically philoptochos.org/outreach/cmfsection/

Philoptochos in 2019 ~ A Year To Celebrate:
75th Anniversary of Saint Basil Academy
In March 1944, upon the recommendation of then Archbishop Athenagoras of Blessed Memory, the Philoptochos Society purchased the Rupert
Estate in Garrison, NY. The property,
located along the shores of the Hudson
River across from the United States Military Academy at West Point, fulfilled a
dream that Archbishop Athenagoras had
since arriving in the United States in
1931: to establish an orphanage or children’s home. The National Philoptochos
purchased the property for $55,000, the
proceeds from two-years’ Vasilopita
celebrations. Thereafter, Philoptochos
undertook the daunting task of completely renovating the property.
The Academy was named for Saint
Basil, who was the founder of many
orphanages and who is considered one
of the greatest philanthropists of the
church.
A common misunderstanding is
that the children at Saint Basil Academy
can be adopted. This is not the case. Unfortunately, for a myriad of reasons, the
parents of the children at Saint Basil’s
have become unable to care for them.
Saint Basil’s provides a safe, loving, Orthodox home during these periods.
For 75 years, the Philoptochos has
responded to the needs of the Academy and its resident children with sup-

Philoptochos in 2019 ~ A Year to Celebrate:

CMF Luncheon 30th Anniversary
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Remembering President Bush

Archbishop Attends Bush Funeral
Archbishop Demetrios represented the Greek Orthodox Church and Greek American community at the Dec. 5 funeral service for President George H.W. Bush at
Washington’s National Cathedral. He participated in the procession with other
Christian leaders as they entered the Cathedral ahead of the 41st president’s casket.
Among the hundreds of dignitaries attending were President and Mrs. Trump and
former Presidents Barrack Obama and Michelle Obama, Bill and Hillary Clinton
and Jimmy Carter.

GOA Archive photos / D.Panagos

(Above) President Bush signs the proclamation honoring Greek Indpendence in
March 1989. (Below) His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, Archbishop
Demetrios and Archons National Commander De. Anthony Limberakis with President
George H.W. Bush and first lady Barbara Bush at the presentation of the Order of St.
Andrew’s Athenagoras Human Rights Award, March 9, 2002.

Former President George H.W. Bush:
A Close Association with the Church
WASHINGTON
– Archbishop
Demetrios attended the Dec. 5 funeral
service for the 41st President of the
United States George H.W. Bush at
Washington’s National Cathedral. The
former president died Dec. 1.
His Eminence, representing the
Greek Orthodox Church in America
and the Greek American community,
took part in a prominent position of the
procession of Christian religious leaders
into the Cathedral, as they led ahead of
the casket of the departed president.
President Bush had a long association with the Greek Orthodox community from the time of Archbishop Iakovos, with whom he shared a friendship.
On Sept. 12, 1999, Bush attended the
dedication of the Archbishop Iakovos
Library and Learning Resource Center
at HCHC
In 2002, the Order of St. AndrewArchons of the Ecumenical Patriarch

bestowed the 17th annual Athenagoras
Human Rights Award to the former president and first lady Barbara Bush, which
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
along with Archbishop Demetrios and
Archons National President Dr. Anthony Limberakis, making the presentation
at the March 9 banquet.
In a statement upon Bush’s passing,
Dr. Limberakis stated, “It is with a heavy
heart and fond memories that we note
the passing of the Honorable George H.
W. Bush, 41st President of the United
States of America. In geopolitical terms,
President Bush presided over a period
of unparalleled positive change.
From the fall of Soviet Communism
to the liberation of many oppressed peoples in the developing world, his White
House term is increasingly recognized
as one of tremendous historical importance, especially in the context of promoting human rights.
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Centennials
Mass. Parish Holds Celebration Houston Cathedral’s Century Mark
NEWBURYPORT, Mass. – Annunciation parish held its commemorative
centennial celebrations from December
2017 through December 2018. Marking
the beginning was a focus on the Divine
Liturgy changes in the U.S. over the last
century with musical guests, choir presentations and traditional liturgies celebrated by Fr. Costin Popescu.
A Founders Day brunch honored
those who “lit the flame of Orthodoxy”
in Newburyport.
February focused on spiritual healing. The parish brought the Karidotissa,
“Tenderheart” Myrrh-Streaming Icon”
from St. George Church in Taylor Pa.,
and shared the beauty of her presence
with other local churches, both Eastern
Orthodox and other Christian groups.
In May, the community celebrated
the Sacraments with a Marriage Blessing for all Orthodox Christian married
couples with several newly married couples and those with many years together
participated in the Blessing. This was
followed by a “Wedding Luncheon”
which included a display of wedding
dresses, photos, crowns and other wedding items from parishioners’ weddings
spanning several generations.
In August, high school youth and
men’s clubs organized a parade presence at the annual Yankee Homecoming event in Newburyport celebrating
Greek Orthodox Youth (GOYA).
The group Eikona enhanced
Orthros and Liturgy in September,
chanting Parakesis service and presenting a concert of Byzantine music complemented by patriotic and American
spiritual music. Past presvyteres were
honored with a reception the Sunday of

the Eikona visit (two of three sisters of
this trio are prevyteres themselves). At
the reception an icon was dedicated by
the Sunday school and the student artists who each created an icon of their
own were honored.
During October, the Sunday school
children baked and offered the prosferon, prepared St Basil’s Kitchen meals
for the church’s Monday meals ministry
and assisted with Narthex duty and collecting the offering.
At anniversary gala weekend in November was the capstone event as members and friends gathered to celebrate.
Two former priests and presvyteres of
the community also attended. Also in
November the parish hosted the Metropolis Choir Federation. Metropolitan
Methodios of Boston came to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy with choir members
from throughout the Metropolis chanting the service.
The centennial celebration concluded in December with the traditional
Christmas Pageant followed by a pot
luck lunch and Christmas Extravaganza.  
Three major initiatives were accomplished in commemoration of Annunciation’s 100th Year. Our Legacy and
Life Wall is in design stages. The donors, including the Mortgage Reduction
program donors will be recognized with
a permanent installation at the Church.
The 100th Anniversary Cookbook was
published in time for Christmas in 2017.
All recipes for the year of celebration
will be included in the cookbook supplement to be published as we conclude
our festivities. The Big Book AKA
Church History & Commemorative album was published in January.

Washington/Silver Spring Milestone
SILVER SPRING, Md. – Parishioners of Sts. Constantine and Helen
Church of Washington, D.C., concluded a year of celebratory events Nov.
2-4 with a weekend of festivities and
prayerfulness marking the centennial.
On Friday, Nov. 2, an archival celebration was held at the parish’s newly
completed Antigone Recachinas Grand
Banquet Hall. Historical artifacts, documents and photographs dating back to
1918 were on display, along with hundreds of items representing the parish’s
100 years.
A power point display showing
weddings dating back to 1918 was ongoing throughout the evening which
brought tears of joy and remembrances
to many.
On Saturday, Nov. 3, the parish
held a 100th anniversary banquet at the
Bethesda Marriott in Bethesda, Md.
The banquet culminated an exciting
year of many glorious and wonderful
events and activities. Fox News Chief
Congressional Correspondent Mike
Due to space limitations,
St. Eleftherios Church on West 24th
Street in Manhattan, which marked
its centennial on Dec. 15, will be
included in the next issue of the
Orthodox Observer.

Emanuel served as master of ceremonies. Archbishop Demetrios attend the
centennial banquet, as well as U.S. Sen.
Christopher Van Hollen of Maryland.
Also attending were Mr. Polyarpou,
first secretary of The Cypriot Embassy
and his wife, Mrs. Karanasiou, Fr. Steve
Zorzos and Fr. Demetre Lee (St. Sophia
Cathedral), Protopresbyter Fr. Konstantine Pavlakos (St. Katherine’s of Falls
Church, Va.), Fr. Stanley Voyiaziakis,
Fr. John Kalantzis (Navy chaplain/USS
Harry S. Truman Carrier Task Force)
and Presvytera Michelle, Archdeacon
Panteleimon and Jennifer Gray (director
of Interfaith and Outreach for Governor
Hogan of Maryland.
The program included a video presentation of the parish’s 100-year history, prepared by Constantine Skenderis
of Skenderis Studios. A commemorative album memorialized past parishioners and celebrated those present.
On Sunday, Nov. 4, Archbishop
Demetrios a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy was celebrated, with Fr Michael Eaccarino, which included the ordination of
Fr. Nikolas Delavaris, and a memorial
service for parishioners who passed on.
A reception prepared by the Philoptochos chapter followed the liturgy.
Submitted byMatt L. Tiches and
Terri Karadimas, co-chairs of Sts. Constantine & Helen Centennial Anniversary

HOUSTON - Annunciation Cathedral culminated its year-long centennial celebration with a Divine Liturgy
on Sunday Nov. 11, concelebrated by
Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan
Isaiah of Denver, current and former
proistameni of the Cathedral, Frs. Michael Lambakis, Lou Christopulos,
Andrew Eugenis, Jordan Brown, and
Jon Magoulias representing Gabriel
Karambis of blessed memory, visiting
clergy, monastics and deacons.
The Liturgy was held in the newly
expanded Cathedral which was filled
to capacity. Following the Liturgy, a
memorial service was offered on the
occasion of Veteran’s Day.
A luncheon followed with a tribute to servicemen and women every-

where.
Under the leadership of Fr. Lambakis, the community began its festivities with a glendi in February, guest
speakers throughout the year, a family
bowling night, a talent show and the
100th anniversary weekend which included a family night food truck party,
a visit and tour of Annunciation Orthodox School, and a grand banquet,
with over 500 parishioners and friends
attending the banquet which featured
an oral history of the founding fathers
of the parish and a video presentation
of the last 100 years.
Many people gave of their time,
talent and treasure to ensure a memorable and historic event in which we
were all blessed to participate.

Connecticut Church Celebrates
100 Years of Faith and Heritage
By Julia Albini

WATERBURY, Conn. - One hundred years ago the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church of Waterbury was
established as an anchorage for many
Greek families and communities who
immigrated to America to seek greater
opportunity. Since then, the church has
grown in size and in essence.
The church’s theme for the 100th
anniversary was, “Building on the Past
with a Vision to the Future” as it is a
mission of the church to build a strong
spiritual foundation through the ancient
faith and rich traditions of the Orthodox
Church. Holy Trinity has always promoted strong faith and heritage through
liturgical worship, festivals, and a plethora of dedicated ministries and organizations.
Parishioners rang in the New Year
with exhilaration for the 100th year celebration by organizing different events
for the months leading up to the centennial. In January parishioners gathered
for an annual Vasilopita luncheon to rejoice good health and wellness for the
New Year.
Everyone gathered in March for a
screening of My Big Fat Greek Wedding,
and in April the church took a group trip
to New York City for the annual NYC
Greek Independence Day Parade.
In May, families volunteered to
compete in an authentic game of Family
Feud: Greek Style where the winning
family was prized an engraving of their
family’s name on the Ellis Island Wall.
June celebrated a tribute to the city
of Waterbury with a group trip to Holy
Land where parishioners captivated the
significance and showed gratitude toward the city that established so many
of their family member’s new lives.
Parishioners gathered on Lake
Quassapaug in late August for a “glendi” on the beach to celebrate Greek
culture with buffet lines of food, music, and vibrant dancing. In September,
church members gathered again at Lake
Quassapaug for a church picnic and annual cross dive where the young men of
the parish dove in the lake in search of
a wooden cross tossed in by Fr. Perikles
Kallis.
Lake Quassapaug employed many
parishioners in their early years in
America, and holds close sentimental
value to many present-day churchgoers.
A Brick Walkway Unveiling was held

in October to present family memorial
bricks that leave eternal remembrance
within the church community as well
as the unveiling of a granite icon of the
Holy Trinity.
Finally, this past weekend celebrated the official 100th Anniversary Celebration.
A “Party of the Century” was held
on Friday night celebrated with authentic Greek music, dancing, and genuine
merriment. Saturday entailed a Vespers
Service at the former church edifice,
now home of Christ CME at 32 Maple
Street, in Waterbury.
A reception followed honoring all
past and present priests, as well as Parish Council and Ladies of Philoptochos
presidents. Commenting on the events
of Saturday evening, Fr. Perikles stated,
“This evening is an opportunity to give
gratitude to our Lord for the many servant-leaders who have dedicated themselves to the mission of the church.” An
exhibit displayed at the Mattatuck Museum showcased church artifacts from
Holy Trinity’s faithful 100-year history
in Waterbury.
Commenting the magnitude of the
weekend, Margo Ricciardi, parish council president stated, “I am thankful and
blessed that my family and I have had
the opportunity to serve and be a part of
this historical time in our church history.
On Sunday Nov. 18, the Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy was presided by Archbishop Demetrios, assisted by Bishop
Andonios of Phasiane, Frs. Nicholas
Krommydas (past proistamenos of the
parish), Peter Karloutsos, John Katsoulis, Perikles Kallis (current proistamenos), Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos, Deacon Eleftherios Constantine
and Deacon Demetrios Belsito (parish
deacon).Following liturgy was a sincere recognition of the Youth Choir and
choir leaders, tonsuring of the altar boys
and awarding of the Medal of St. Paul to
a long-time and dedicated parishioner,
Paul Velezis. Parish youth performed
traditional Greek dances for His Eminence in the gymnasium. All parish and
clergy members gathered afterward for
a Grand Banquet and “Burn the Mortgage” Ceremony.
The Archbishop reminded the congregation that the work of this church is
just beginning, “One hundred years is
quite an accomplishment. However, we
must remember that there is no end date
to the work of this parish.”
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Metropolis News
D.A.D. Holds
Spelling Bee
for Parochial
School
Students
NEW YORK – A dozen students
from Direct Archdiocese District parochial schools participated in the annual D.A.D. Spelling Bee Jan. 10 that
serves as a preliminary event for the
NYC Spelling Bee Finals
Loukoumi Foundation President
Nick Katsoris, on behalf of the Hellenic Times Scholarship Fund sponsored the event.
The winning word was “narcissistic.” Cathedral School seventh grader
Demetra Chudley was the winner. Gabriel Tramontana of A. Fantis Parochial School in Brooklyn was the runner-up. Both finalists will participate
in the NYC Finals, sponsored by the
New York Daily News, later in March.
The other NYC Greek-American
Day school finalists were. Tatiana
Markou and Arietta Xylas W. Spyropoulos Day School of St. Nicholas 8th

Orthodox Observer photos

grade, Flushing; Taylor Medina (8th
grade) and
Emmanuel Perselis (7th grade),
Greek American Institute, Bronx; Lily
Torre (8th grade), A. Fantis Parochial
School, Brooklyn; Matthew Feinsilver and Kosta Serlis, D. G. K. Parochial School of Holy Cross Church 8th
grade, Brooklyn; Apostolia Pritchard,
The Cathedral School 7th grade, New
York; Sophia Kikis and Elena Fiorentinos, St. Demetrios Greek-American
School 7th grade, Astoria.

The 12 participating students from New York parochial schools with Bishop Apostolos of Medeia
Winner and runner up - Demetra Chudley and Gabriel Tramontana

Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh Blesses
New ZOE Women’s Center in Ohio
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, Ohio -Two hierarchs of the Orthodox Church
blessed the new ZOE Women’s Center
in Parma, Ohio on Saturday, Dec. 8.
Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America and Bishop Irinej (Dobrijevic)
of the Diocese of Eastern America of
the Serbian Orthodox Church in North
and South America, and an honorary
board member of ZOE for Life!, performed the blessing service for ZOE
Women’s Center, the new client service facility of ZOE for Life!, the Cleveland Heights-based Orthodox Christian
pro-life support organization.

Playing Santa

3200 NE 36th St Ap1222

FT Lauderdale, FL 33308-6766

“Thank you for your visionary
leadership, your visionary ministry,”
Metropolitan Savas told Paula Kappos,
president of ZOE for Life!, and the organization’s staff and volunteers. “This
is indeed a leaven that will leaven the
loaf,” he said, referring to Jesus’s parable in Matt. 13:33 likening a leaven in
meal to the kingdom of heaven.
“My appreciation to Metropolitan
Savas and you for having included me
in the blessing of your truly impressive, new facilities,” Bishop Irinej said.
“I remember when ZOE for Life! was


 to page 25

GOYA members of Resurrection Church in Castro Valley, Calif., were asked to
Christmas shop for a family of three boys, their mother and grandmother who could
not afford Christmas gifts this year. The Goyans using their own money at Target
one evening, made a list of items they believed each family member would appreciate, including several pairs of comfortable shoes and games the brothers could play,
and pajamas for grandma. In all, Goyans purchased more than 20 gifts for the family and spent an evening wrapping the gifts for delivery before Christmas.
(Photo courtesy of Anna Teodosiadis)
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Metropolis News
Alaska Church: Minor Earthquake Damage

ANCHORAGE, Alaska – Two
earthquakes that struck here Nov. 30 –
magnitudes 7.0 and a 5.7 - caused no
injuries to parishioners of Transfiguration Church and minor damage to the
structure of the building.
Fr. Vasilios Hillhouse notified Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco
and the Orthodox Observer that are
some noticeable cracks were discovered
in the nave of the church and pieces of
a chandelier also fell to the ground and
shattered but no one was injured. Other

damage was discovered in their secondary building which is used for administrative offices and parish education
programs, but services were held at an
off-site location the following Sunday
until the church grounds could be fully
inspected.
Holy Transfiguration parish was
founded in 1953, with the first church
being built in 1958. Construction on the
current church began in 2010 and was
completed in 2014. The parish currently
serves over 100 families.

NM Philoptochos Conducts
Successful ‘Giving Tree’ Project
By Shirley Arellano

St. Barbara Church photos
Bishop Sevastianos with participating clergy from North and South Carolina parishes at the vespers for
St. Barbara.

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - St.
George Philoptochos has been distributing Christmas gifts to those in need for
over 30 years. In the first years, Philoptochos budgeted $500 each year to shop
for several families whose names had
been provided by local school counselors. Shopping at bargain stores, parishioners were able to provide gifts of
clothing and toys to about a dozen individuals each Christmas.
Over time, the project has expanded
into the St. George Community Giving Tree, now able to provide generous
gifts and gift cards to over 100 individuals. Last year, St. George parishioners
selected from 190 gift tags. The tags are
put up on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, and gifts are returned for delivery on the Sunday before Christmas.

Philoptochos works with public school
counselors, the public school homeless
student program, the local domestic violence shelter and the Dismas halfway
house for individuals re-entering society
after time served in prison/jail to find
individuals in need and provide them
with a wish list form, which includes requests, sizes and special interests. In addition to the gift givers, there is a team of
gift sorters and deliverers who get all the
gifts to the right house or school on the
correct delivery dates.
Expanding the project to a community event has blessed our entire community by allowing it to share in the joy
of anonymously giving to many others, whom we will never meet, with an
open heart. Knowing that the recipients
may not have any gifts, other than those
given by parishioners, the gift givers are
incredibly generous.

N.C. Parish Hosts Great Vespers
with Bishop Sevastianos
DURHAM, N.C. – Dozens of
parishioners gathered at St. Barbara
Church on Dec. 3 to welcome Bishop
Sebastian of Zela for the Great Vespers
of the church’s patron saint, along with
other clergy from area parishes.
It was the bishop’s first service
upon assuming the role of assistant to
Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta. St.
Barbara serves communities of Durham
and Chapel Hill.
“This year’s celebration of the feast
of St. Barbara marked a triumphal first
for our metropolis,” Fr. Stavroforos said.
“We were blessed to be the first community to host our new bishop. Our Vicar,
Fr. Demetri Kangelaris, and Northeast
Conference priests and parishioners
clamored to meet and greet him. They
wanted to wish him all the best as his
ministry was inaugurated with the 2018

celebration of the Feast of St. Barbara.”
Others priests at the Vespers service included: Frs. Costa Shepherd and
Demetri Kangelaris (Annunciation,
Winston-Salem, NC); Robert Lawrence
(St. Luke, Mooresville, NC), Michael
Platanis and Chrysostom Mitchell (Holy
Trinity Cathedral, Columbia, SC), Anton Frunza (St. George, High Point,
NC), Sarantis Loulakis (Dormition of
the Theotokos, Greensboro, NC), Deacon Gavrilo Milkovich (Holy Trinity,
Raleigh, NC)
Daniel Przybyl, St. Barbara Parish
Council president, welcomed the bishop
to Durham.
“It was an honor and a blessing for
the St. Barbara community to have His
Grace celebrate the Feast of our patroness, especially as his first official visit in
our Metropolis,” Przybyl said.

2019-2020 Scholarship Applications Available

 from page 3
a post-graduate degree in the areas of
theology, religious studies, or pastoral
training. The Archdiocese Chancellor’s
Office oversees the Fund and awards
scholarships on an annual basis. Awarding of scholarships will be determined
based on program of study, financial
need, previous academic work, recommendations, availability of funds and
how the applicant intends to serve the

Archdiocese after receiving this degree.
Scholarships are awarded for actual
course work being done towards a postgraduate degree (an initial graduate-level degree is required). As per the guidelines of the Fund, preference will be
given to graduates of Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology.
For more information, please email
scholarships@goarch.org or call 212-7740283. The deadline for submitting an
application for the fellowship is May 3.

Specialists in Travel to Greece, Croatia, Portugal, Spain, Canary Islands, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Cyprus & Jordan
• Tailor made itineraries to any of our unique destinations. • European Honeymoon & Wedding specialists
• European Family Vacations. • Customized European Group Travel.
• Specialists in Greek Orthodox groups to the Holy Land, Constantinople & Greece.

JOIN US ON OUR GREEK ORTHODOX PILGRIMAGES & CULTURAL TOURS:

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGES:
May 27-June 5
led by Fr. Philemon Patitsas
of St. Kathrine Church in Naples, Fl
June 11-10
led by Fr. Sotirios Dimitriou
of Assumption Church in Homer Glen, IL
PILGRIMAGE TO JORDAN AND THE HOLY LAND:
July 3-15
led by Fr. Paul Palesty
of St. Nicholas Church in Flushing, NY
PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
May 4-15, 2019
led by Fr. Costa Keares
of St. Paul Church in North Royalton, OH

Visit us at: www.GreekOrthodoxPilgrimages.com
31 09 Newtown Ave. Long Island City, NY 11102
Tel.: (718) 721-3808
Fax: (718) 795-4356

Toll Free: 1-800-223-7880
E-mail: info@cloudtours.com

www.cloudtours.com
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Subscribe Online
Recognizing that many people now receive their information
online, and in our continuing efforts to make news more easily
accesible, you may opt-in to receive the Orthodox Observer online edition. When subscribing you will receive your newspaper
by email only. To opt-in send an email to:
observeronline@goarch.org. Include your name, as it appears,
along with the five or six digit number below the word DIGIT
on your label. Allow 3-4 months for the change.

JEWELRY
ΕΜΠΝΕΥΣΗ • ΤΕΧΝΗ • ΠΡΩΤΟΤΥΠΙΑ

“the one and only jewelry store in the USA
that designs and manufactures christening crosses”
Chris Rizos

Please visit our website

www.rizosjewelry.com

and check our wonderful collection
WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE THE GREEK AMERICAN
COMMUNITY ACROSS THE COUNTRY SINCE 1972

36-05 162 Street, Flushing, NY 11358
tel.: 718.445.7272 • fax: 718.445.5133

Saint Basil Academy

Orthodox Observer photos

Open House a Christmas
Season Highlight
GARRISON, N.Y. - Saint Basil
Academy in Garrison, N.Y., held its
annual open house Dec. 15 with the
children of the academy performing an
entertaining Christmas play, directed
by Terese Giammarco. Visitors and
supporter of the Academy from many
parts of the country filled the auditorium almost to capacity. Among those
attending was National Philoptochos
President Maria Logus and several representatives of local chapters who contributed donations to the academy.
The singing of caroles was interwoven in the play with the accompaniment
of several musically talented children
directed by Kathleen Pemble, who provides music instruction through the year.
Bishop Apostolos of Medeia represented Archbishop Demetrios, who was

participating in the centennial celebration of St. Eleftherios Church in Manhattan. His Grace spoke very glowingly
about the children’s presentation.
At the conclusion of the presentation, Supreme President of the Sons of
Pericles, Gregory Vourloumis, presented a $12,500 check to Fr. Constantine
Sitaras, the executive director, contributed on behalf of members of the organization.
Following the program and lunch,
participants adjourned to The Main, the
administration building of the academy,
where hundreds of Christmas presents
were under the tree for distribution to
the children.
Bishop Apostolos led the children
and adults in the singing of the Kalanda,
the Greek Christmas caroles.
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Εγκύκλιοι
Ἑορτή τοῦ Ἁγίου Βασιλείου
καί Νέον Ἔτος
Πάντα ἰσχύω ἐν τῷ ἐνδυναμοῦντί με
Χριστῷ (Φιλιππησίους: 4,13)
Πρ ό ς τού ς Σεβ ασμι ωτάτου ς καί
Θεο φι λεστάτου ς Ἀρχι ερεῖς, τού ς
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς
Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους
καί Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά
Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς
Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο
τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.
Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφές ἐν
Χριστῷ,
Καθώς προσφέρουμε τίς εὐχαριστίες
μας στόν Θεό στό ξεκίνημα τοῦ νέου ἔτους
καί ὁραματιζόμεθα τά ὑπέροχα ἔργα τά
ὁποῖα Ἐκεῖνος θά πραγματοποιήσῃ μέ
τή δική μας συμβολή πρός τιμή καί δόξα
Του, ἐνθυμούμεθα τό ὡραῖο σύνθημα:
Πάντα δυνατά τῷ πιστεύοντι εἰς Χριστόν.
Αὐτό ἦταν τό σύνθημα καί θέμα τῆς 44ης
διετοῦς Κληρικολαϊκῆς Συνελεύσεώς μας
στή Βοστώνη τόν περασμένο Ἰούλιο, τό
ὁποῖο συνεχίζει νά ἀποτελῇ παρόρμηση
γιά δυναμικό ἔργο σέ ὁλόκληρη τήν Ἱερά
Ἀρχιεπισκοπή.
Αὐτή ἡ μεγάλη δυνατότητα πού μᾶς
προσέφερε ὁ Κύριός μας πρέπει ἐπίσης νά
μᾶς ὁδηγῇ καί νά μᾶς ἐνδυναμώνῃ στό Νέο
Ἔτος 2019. Πρέπει νά προχωρήσουμε στή
διακονία καί ὑπηρεσία μέ τή βεβαιότητα ὅτι
πάντα δυνατά τῷ πιστεύοντι εἰς Χριστόν.
Διά τῆς λατρείας καί προσευχῆς μας πρέπει
συνεχῶς νά ἐπιζητοῦμε νά ἐκπληρωθῇ τό
θέλημά Του γνωρίζοντας ὅτι οἱ δυνατότητες
εἶναι μεγάλες, οἱ εὐκαιρίες ἀμέτρητες καί τά
ὑπέροχα ἔργα Του ἀπεριόριστα!
Σήμερα, καθώς ἑορτάζουμε τήν Ἑορτή
τοῦ Ἁγίου Βασιλείου, διαπιστώνουμε ὅτι
μέ τήν μαρτυρία τῆς ζωῆς αὐτοῦ τοῦ Ἁγίου
τά πάντα εἶναι δυνατά ἐν Χριστῷ. Μέ
πλήρη ἀφοσίωση στόν Θεό καί τό θεῖο
θέλημά Του, ὁ Ἅγιος Βασίλειος ὁδήγησε τούς
πιστούς στή λατρεία καί στίς διακονίες πού
προσέφεραν βοήθεια στούς ἀπόρους, τούς
ἀσθενεῖς, τούς ἡλικιωμένους, τά ὀρφανά
καί τούς ὁδοιπόρους. Μέ τή δύναμη τοῦ
Χριστοῦ, ἀντιμετώπισε σθεναρά ψευδεῖς
διδασκαλίες καί θρησκεῖες, ἀποκαλύπτοντας
τή δύναμη τῆς ἀληθείας μέ τά κηρύγματα
καί τά θεολογικά του ἔργα. Μέ τήν συνεχῆ
προσφορά καθ’ ὅλη τή διάρκεια τῆς ζωῆς
του, αὐτό πού φαινόταν ἀδύνατο στούς
περισσοτέρους ἔγινε δυνατό λόγῳ περίσσειας
ζωῆς ἐν Χριστῷ.
Τήν 1 η Ἰανουαρίου καί στήν Ἑορτή
τοῦ Ἁγίου Βασι λείου, ἀναγνωρίζουμε
παραδοσιακά τό ἔργο τῆς προσφιλοῦς μας
Ἀκαδημίας τοῦ Ἁγίου Βασιλείου. Ἐπί 70
καί πλέον ἔτη, ἡ ζωτική αὐτή διακονία τῆς
Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας εἶναι μαρτυρία τῆς
ὑποσχέσεως ὅτι τά πάντα εἶναι δυνατά διά τῆς
ἐν Χριστῷ πίστεως. Μέ τό εὐλογημένο αὐτό
ἔργο τοῦ προσωπικοῦ καί τῶν διευθυντῶν
καί τήν ὑποστήριξη πολλῶν εὐεργετῶν,
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Ἑορτή τῶν Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν καί τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν Γραμμάτων
Πρ ό ς τού ς Σεβ ασμι ωτάτου ς καί
Θεο φι λεστάτου ς Ἀρχι ερεῖς, τού ς
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς
Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους
καί Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά
Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς
Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο
τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς
Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφαί ἐν
Χριστῷ,
Δοξάζομε καί εὐχαριστοῦμε τόν Θεό
γιά τόν ὑπέροχο ἑορτασμό καθώς τιμοῦμε
τήν μνήμη τῶν τριῶν ἁγίων φωστήρων
πού συνεχίζουν νά μᾶς ὁδηγοῦν καί νά μᾶς
ἐμπνέουν μέ τήν σοφία τῆς διδαχῆς τους καί
τήν ἱερότητα τοῦ βίου τους. Ὁ Βασίλειος
ὁ Μέγας, Γρηγόριος ὁ Θεολόγος καί ὁ
Ἰωάννης ὁ Χρυσόστομος ἀναγνωρίζονται
ἀπό τήν παράδοση τῆς πίστεώς μας ὡς οἱ
Τρεῖς Μεγάλοι Ἱεράρχαι καί Οἰκουμενικοί
Διδάσκαλοι, οἱ ὁποῖοι μᾶς διδάσκουν μέ
τήν μαρτυρία τοῦ βίου τους καί τά ὡραῖα
παραδείγματα τῆς ἀφοσιώσεως καί τῆς
διακονίας τους στόν Θεό καί σ’Ἐκεῖνον καί
στούς ἀνθρώπους, τήν δύναμη τῆς θεϊκῆς
ἀγάπης. Μέ τό ἔργο τους ὡς ποιμένες
καί πιστοί ὑπηρέται τοῦ λαοῦ τοῦ Θεοῦ
ἀντανακλοῦν τήν χάρη τοῦ Χριστοῦ.
Ὡς ἔμπειροι καί εὐσεβεῖς θεολόγοι, μᾶς
δείχνουν ὅτι ὁ δρόμος τῆς πίστεως καί τῆς
ἀληθείας ἀκολουθεῖται ἀπό ἐκείνους πού
μεταμορφώνονται ἀπό τήν ἀγάπη τοῦ Θεοῦ
καί τήν μεταδίδουν σέ ἄλλους.
Οἱ Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχαι κατενόησαν καί
ἐβίωσαν τήν ἀγάπη τοῦ Θεοῦ ὅπως αὐτή
ἀποκαλύπτεται ἐν Χριστῷ, καί ἡ ἀγάπη αὐτή
ὑπῆρξε τό θεμέλιο τῆς διακονίας καί τῶν
διδαγμάτων τους. Γιά νά προωθήσουν καί
νά ἐμπεδώσουν τό ἔργο τῶν προηγουμένων

θεολόγων καί ὑπερασπιστῶν τῆς Χριστιανικῆς
πίστεως, συχνά ἔκαναν χρήση τοῦ ὅρου
φιλανθρωπία γιά νά ἐκφράσουν τήν σχέση
τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ Θεοῦ πρός ἐμᾶς καί τήν δική
μας ἀνταπόκριση στίς ἀνάγκες ἄλλων. Ὁ
Βασίλειος ὁ Μέγας χρησιμοποιεῖ τήν λέξη
φιλανθρωπία ὅταν ὁμιλεῖ γιά τήν ἀποκάλυψη
τοῦ Θεοῦ μέσῳ τοῦ Κυρίου.
Ὁ Γρηγόριος ὁ Θεολόγος μέ πλῆθος
συγγραμμάτων του μᾶς περιγράφει τήν
ἀγάπη τοῦ Θεοῦ πρός ἐμᾶς καί ἐκφράζει τήν
σημασία τῆς φιλανθρωπίας ὡς «πολυσχιδοῦς
ἀγάπης τοῦ Θεοῦ γιά τήν ἀνθρωπότητα»
ἀκολουθώντας τό παράδειγμα τῆς χρήσεώς
της ὑπό τοῦ Ἀποστόλου Παύλου στήν
Ἐπιστολή τους πρός τόν Τῖτο. Στήν προτροπή
του ὁ Ἀπόστολος Παῦλος λέει, ὅτε δε ἡ
χρηστότης καί ἡ φιλανθρωπία ἐπεφάνη τοῦ
σωτῆρος ἡμῶν Θεοῦ, .... οὐκ ἐξ ἔργων τῶν ἐν
δικαιοσύνῃ ὧν ἐποιήσαμεν ἡμεῖς, ἀλλά κατά
τόν αὐτοῦ ἔλεον ἔσωσεν ἡμᾶς διά λουτροῦ
παλιγγενεσίας καί ἀνακαινώσεως Πνεύματος
Ἁγίου, οὗ ἐξέχεεν ἐφ’ἡμᾶς πλουσίως διά Ἰησοῦ
Χριστοῦ τῶν σωτῆρος ἡμῶν ἵνα δικαιωθένες
τῇ ἐκείνου χάριτι κληρονόμοι γενώμεθα
κατ’ἐλπίδα ζωῆς αἰωνίου (Τίτου 3:4-7).
Κατά τούς Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχας ἡ ἀποκάλυψη
τῆς ἀπέραντης καί σωτήριας ἀγάπης τοῦ Θεοῦ
πού φανερώνεται ἐν Χριστῷ ἦταν τό θεμέλιο
τῆς δικῆς μας ἀγάπης γιά τούς ἄλλους.
Ἡ χάρις πού ἀποκαλύπτεται πρέπει νά
ἐκφράζεται μέ τήν δική μας ἀπάντηση ἀγάπης
στίς ἀνάγκες τῶν συναθρώπων μας. Ὁ Ἅγιος
Ἰωάννης ὁ Χρυσόστομος χρησιμοποίησε
καί ἐκεῖνος τήν λέξη φιλανθρωπία γιά νά
ἐκφράσῃ τήν οὐσιαστική ἀλήθεια τῆς πίστεώς
μας. Στήν κατάληξη τῶν περισσοτέρων
ὁμιλιῶν του παρώτρυνε τούς ἀκροατάς τους
νά ζοῦν μέ τήν χάρη καί τήν ἀγάπη γιά τήν
ἀνθρωπότητα πού ἔδειξε ὁ Ἰησοῦς Χριστός.
Ὁ Ἅγιος Ἰωάννης ὁ Χρυσόστομος συμμερίζετο

μέ τούς συγχρόνους του τήν κατανόηση ὅτι ἡ
φιλανθρωπία μας εἶναι ἡ ἀπάντησή μας στήν
χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ πού ἐκφράζεται μέ τήν λατρεία
μας διά τῆς Θείας Εὐχαριστίας.
Ὅπως ἡ
λατρεία εἶναι ἡ ἔκφραση τῆς ἀγάπης, καί
ὅπως μέσῳ τῆς Εὐχαριστίας λαμβάνουμε τήν
ἀγάπη τοῦ Θεοῦ, αὐτή ἡ ἀγάπη μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ
στήν κοινή ἀνθρώπινη φύση πού μοιραζόμαστε
μέ τούς πτωχούς, τούς ἀσθενεῖς, καί ὅλους
ἐκείνους πού χρειάζονται βοήθεια. Γιά τόν
Χρυσόστομο, ὅπως ἀκριβῶς ἡ ἀγάπη τοῦ
Θεοῦ γιά μᾶς δέν ἔχει ὅρια, ἔτσι καί ἡ δική μας
φιλανθρωπία θά πρέπει νά εἶναι ἀπέραντη.
Ἡ χρήση τῆς λέξεως φιλανθρωπία ἀπό
τούς Τρεῖς Μεγίστους Ἱεράρχας ἐπιβεβαιώνει
μία ἄλλη ἄποψη τοῦ σημερινοῦ ἑορτασμοῦ. Ἡ
παράδοσή μας εἶναι νά συνδέουμε τήν ἑορτή
τῶν Ἁγίων μέ τόν ἑορτασμό τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν
Γραμμάτων εἰς ἀναγνώριση τῆς πλουσίας καί
ὡραίας συνδέσεως τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Πίστεως
καί τῆς Ἑλληνικῆς Κληρονομίας. Ἡ σχέσις
εἶναι βαθειά καί μέ πολλαπλές σημασίες,
εἰδικά στήν γλώσσα. Ἡ Φιλανθρωπία
στόν ἀρχαῖο Ἑλληνικό πολιτισμό ἐθεωρεῖτο
ὡς ἡ βασική ἀρετή τῶν κυβερνώντων, ἡ
ὁποία ἐνσωματώνει τήν εὐεργεσία καί
τήν καλωσύνη πρός τούς πολίτες τους.
Συνεχίζοντας μέ τήν χρήση τῆς λέξεως ἀπό τόν
Ἀπόστολο Παῦλο, ἡ λέξη χρησιμοποιήθηκε
ἀπό τούς Χριστιανούς θεολόγους, καί ὅπως
διαπιστώσαμε προηγουμένως, ἀπό τούς
Τρεῖς Ἱεράρχας, γιά νά περιγράψουν τήν
ἀγάπη τοῦ Θεοῦ γιά τήν ἀνθρωπότητα καί
τήν ἀγάπη πού θά πρέπει νά ἔχουμε καί νά
μοιραζόμαστε μέ τήν ἀνθρωπότητα. Τήν
Ἡμέρα τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν Γραμμάτων, ἔχουμε
τό ὡραῖο παράδειγμα γιά τόν τρόπο μέ τόν
ὁποῖο ἡ γλῶσσα καί ἡ ἐφαρμογή της μπορεῖ
νά ἐπεκτείνῃ τήν σημασία τῆς πίστεώς μας καί
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Οικουμενικό
Πατριαρχείο Ειδήσεις

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

30 ΧΙΛΙΑΔΕΣ ΠΡΟΣΚΥΝΗΤΕΣ ΣΥΝΕΡΡΕΥΣΑΝ ΣΤΗΝ
«ΠΟΛΗ ΤΩΝ ΘΕΟΦΑΝΕΙΩΝ»
Τάρπον Σπρινγκς, Φλόριδα – Τα Άγια
Θεοφάνεια είναι η πιο σημαντική ημέρα για
το Τάρπον Σπρινγκς, το «Ελληνικό Χωριό»
της Φλόριδας και γιορτάστηκαν και φέτος,
Κυριακή 6 Ιανουαρίου 2019, παρουσία του
Σεβασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου Γέροντος
Αμερικής κ. Δημητρίου, ο οποίος προεξήρχε
της τελετής του Αγιασμού των Υδάτων και
της Κατάδυσης του Τιμίου Σταυρού στον
γραφικό κολπίσκο Spring Bayou. Την τελετή
της καταδύσεως, σύμφωνα με τις εκτιμήσεις
της τοπικής αστυνομίας, παρακολούθησαν
30 χιλιάδες πιστοί και επισκέπτες που
προστρέχουν την ημέρα αυτή στην Πόλη των
Θεοφανείων.
Πενήντα οκτώ ελληνορθόδοξοι έφηβοι

νέοι από τις ενορίες και κοινότητες της
περιοχής βούτηξαν φέτος και τον Σταυρό
βρήκε και ανέσυρε ο17χρονος Ηλίας
Σκανδαλιάρης.
Η Στέλλα Μπιλιράκη, 15 ετών, εγγονή
του ομογενή πρώην ομοσπονδιακού βουλευτή
της Φλόριδας, Μιχάλη Μπιλιράκη, επελέγη
να κρατά και ν’ αφήσει να πετάξει την
κατάλληλη στιγμή το λευκό περιστέρι που
συμβολίζει το Άγιο Πνεύμα, συνεχίζοντας
την παράδοση της γιαγιάς της η οποία είχε
επιλεγεί για τον ίδιο ρόλο πριν από 62 χρόνια.
Νωρ ίτερ α το πρ ω ί τ ης ε ορτ ής
ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος προξήρχε
Αρχιερατικού Συλλείτουργου και της τελετής
του Μεγάλου Αγιασμού στον ιστορικό

Καθεδρικό Ναό του Αγίου Νικολάου.
Συλλειτούργησαν ο επιχώριος Μητροπολίτης
Ατλάντας κ. Αλέξιος, ο Επίσκοπος Ζήλων
κ. Σεβαστιανός, o Επίσκοπος Ξάνθου κ.
Δημήτριος, συμπαραστατούμενοι από τον
ιερατικώς προϊστάμενο του Καθεδρικού,
π. Αθανάσιο Χάρο, τους ιερείς Σαμψών
Κασαπάκη και Θεοφάνη Κατσικλή και άλλους
ιερείς της περιοχής.
Ο πρόεδρος του τοπικού τμήματος
George Washington #16 της AHEPA Τιμ
Κεφαλάς και ο ύπατος γραμματέας της
ΑΧΕΠΑ Γιώργος Χωριάτης υποδέχθηκαν τον
Αρχιεπίσκοπο Δημήτριο στο καθιερωμένο
δείπνο του οργανισμού το προηγούμενο
βράδυ Σάββατο 5 Ιανουαρίου 2019.

Ορθόδοξος Παρατηρητής
Μαθητές του πρότυπου σχολείου Ελληνικό Κολλέγιο Θεσσαλονίκης, (επίπεδο Λυκείου) οι οποίοι πραγματοποιούν εκπαιδευτικό ταξίδι στις
Η.Π.Α., επισκέφθηκαν τη Δευτέρα 28 Ιανουαρίου 2019 τον Σεβασμιώτατο Αρχιεπίσκοπο Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριο στην έδρα της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής
στη Νέα Υόρκη για να πάρουν την ευχή και ευλογία του. Ο Σεβασμιώτατος άκουσε τις εντυπώσεις τους από τις επισκέψεις τους σε Αμερικανικά
πανεπιστήμια και απάντησε σε απορίες και ερωτήματά τους για την ελληνορθόδοξη Ομογένεια και την Ορθοδοξία στην Αμερική.

Ἰανουάριος 2019
Ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, ὁ Πατριάρχης,
τήν μεσημβρίαν τοῦ Σαββάτου, 26ης
Ἰανουαρίου, ἐδέχθη ἐπί τῷ νέῳ ἔτει, τούς
Μουσικολ. Ἱεροψάλτας τῆς Ἁγιωτάτης
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Κωνσταντινουπόλεως καί
τῶν παρακειμένων Ἱ. Μητροπόλεων, μεθ᾽
ὧν καί συνεγευμάτισε. Κατά τήν ἀκρόασιν
αὐτῶν προσεφώνησε τήν Α. Θ. Παναγιότητα
ὁ Πρόεδρος τοῦ Συνδέσμου Μουσικοφίλων
Πέραν Μουσικολ. κ. Γεώργιος Μπακόπουλος,
β’ Δομέστικος τῆς Μ.τ.Χ.Ε., ἀπήντησε δέ ὁ
Παναγιώτατος ἐπιδαψιλεύσας τήν εὐλογίαν
Του ἐπ᾿ αὐτούς, ἐκφράσας τήν εὐαρέσκειάν
Του πρός πάντας τούς συμβαλόντας εἰς
τήν ἐπιτυχῆ διοργάνωσιν τῶν πρό διμήνου
ἐπετειακῶν ἑορτασμῶν τῆς ἑβδομηκονταετίας
τοῦ Συνδέσμου καί διανείμας αὐτοῖς τήν
Ἐπετηρίδα τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου
τοῦ νέου ἔτους 2019.
***
Ἐπί τῇ ἑορτῇ τῆς ἀνακομιδῆς τῶν
ἱερῶν λειψάνων τοῦ ἐν Ἁγίοις Πατρός ἡμῶν
Ἰωάννου τοῦ Χρυσοστόμου, Ἀρχιεπισκόπου
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, ἅτινα φυλάσσονται ἐν
τῷ Π. Πατριαρχικῷ Ναῷ, ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης,
ὁ Πατριάρχης, ἐχοροστάτησεν ἐν αὐτῷ ἀπό
τοῦ Παραθρονίου, κατά τόν Ἑσπερινόν τῆς
ἑορτῆς, τό Σάββατον, 26ην Ἰανουαρίου,
καί τήν Θείαν Λειτουργίαν τῆς Κυριακῆς,
27ης ἰδίου, καθ᾿ ἥν ἐκκλησιάσθησαν οἱ Σεβ.
Μητροπολῖται Μύρων κ. Χρυσόστομος,
Καλλιουπόλεως καί Μαδύτου κ. Στέφανος,
Κυδωνιῶν κ. Ἀθηναγόρας καί Ἰωαννίνων
κ. Μάξιμος, οἱ Θεοφιλ. Ἐπίσκοποι Ταρτού
κ. Ἠλίας καί Ἀβύδου κ. Κύριλλος, ὅμιλοι
προσκυνητῶν ἐκ Κύπρου, Ἰωαννίνων, Λαμίας,
Θεσσαλονίκης καί Ἀθηνῶν, ὡς καί πιστοί
ἐντεῦθεν. Πρό τῆς διανομῆς τοῦ ἀντιδώρου, ὁ
Παναγιώτατος καλωσώρισε πατρικῶς πάντας
τούς ἐξ Ἑλλάδος καί ἐκ Κύπρου εὐλαβεῖς
προσκυνητάς, ἐπιδαψιλεύσας αὐτοῖς τήν
ἁγίαν Πατριαρχικήν εὐχήν καί εὐλογίαν καί
ἀναφερθείς εἰς τήν κατά τήν ἡμέραν ταύτην
συμπληρουμένην ἑβδομηκονταετίαν ἀπό τῆς
ἐνθρονίσεως τοῦ προκατόχου Αὐτοῦ ἀοιδίμου
Πατριάρχου Ἀθηναγόρου, τό οἰκουμενικόν
ὅραμα τοῦ ὁποίου διακονεῖ καί σήμερον
ἀδιαπτώτως καί ποικιλοτρόπως, συμφώνως
πρός τάς ἀδηρίτους ἀνάγκας τῶν καιρῶν, ὁ
πάνσεπτος Οἰκουμενικός Θρόνος.
***
Ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης ὁ Πατριάρχης,
ἐδέξατο εἰς ἀκρόασιν:
Τόν Πανοσιολ. Ἀρχιμανδρίτην κ.
Αὐγουστῖνον Καρρᾶν, Πρωτοσύγκελλον
τῆς Ἱ. Μητροπόλεως Κωνσταντίας Ἀμμοχώστου, ἐπί κεφαλῆς πολυπληθοῦς
ὁμίλου προσκυνητῶν.
Τόν Αἰδεσιμολ. Πρωτοπρεσβύτερον κ.
Λέοντα Εὐφραιμίδην, ἐκ τῆς Ἱ. Μητροπόλεως
Νεαπόλεως καί Σταυρουπόλεως, μεθ’ ὁμίλου
προσκυνητῶν ἐκ τῆς σλαβοφώνου Ἐνορίας τοῦ
Ἁγίου Σεραφείμ τοῦ Σαρώφ Νέας Εὐκαρπίας.
Τόν Ἐξοχ. κ. Gábor Kiss, Πρέσβυν τῆς
Οὑγγαρίας ἐν Ἀγκύρᾳ, μετά τῆς συζύγου
αὐτοῦ Εὐγεν. κ. Dóra Henézi, ἐπί τῇ ὁριστικῇ
ἀναχωρήσει αὐτοῦ. Τόν Ἐντιμ. κ. George Αbboud, Πρόεδρον τοῦ Διορθοδόξου
Ὀργανισμοῦ Προσκόπων «DESMOS», ἐκ
Λιβάνου, μετά τῶν Ἐντιμ. κ.κ. Andriy Chesnokov, Ἀντιπροέδρου, ἐκ Κιέβου, Χρήστου
Παπαγεωργίου, Ἐπιτίμου Προέδρου, καί
Βασιλείου Μπίρτσα, Γεν. Γραμματέως, ἐξ
Ἀθηνῶν.
Τόν Ἐντιμ. κ. Χαραλάμπη Γκουράρον, Ἰδ.
Ὑπάλληλον, ἐντεῦθεν.
***
Ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, ὁ Πατριάρχης,
ἐξεπροσωπήθη:
Ὑπ ό τ ο ῦ Σ ε β . Μ η τ ρ ο π ο λ ί τ ο υ
Προικοννήσου κ. Ἰωσήφ, κατά τήν τελετήν
κοπῆς τῆς Ἁγιοβασιλόπιττας τοῦ ἐν Ἀθήναις
Συλλόγου Κωνσταντινουπολιτῶν, ἐν τῇ ἕδρᾳ
αὐτοῦ, τήν Κυριακήν, 27ην Ἰανουαρίου.
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Ἑορτή τῶν Τριῶν Ἱεραρχῶν
καί τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν
Γραμμάτων
 Σελίδα 15
νά εὐρύνῃ τήν κατανόησή μας μέ τήν σχέση
μας μέ τόν Θεό καί τήν κλήση μας νά γίνουμε
μάρτυρες της Θείας Χάριτος.
Γιά τόν ἑορτασμό τῆς Ἑορτῆς τῶν Τριῶν
Ἱεραρχῶν καί τῆς Ἡμέρας τῶν Ἑλληνικῶν
Γραμμάτων, ἄς είμαστε εὐγνώμονες γιά
τήν σχέση τῆς πίστεως μέ τήν πολιτιστική
κληρονομία μας καί τίς πολλαπλές συνδέσεις
μεταξύ τους πού διαπιστώνομε καί βιώνομε.
Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

Ἑορτή τοῦ
Ἁγίου Βασιλείου
καί Νέον Ἔτος
 Σελίδα 15
παιδιά καί νέοι ἔχουν βρεῖ φροντίδα καί ἵαση,
ἔχουν μεταμορφωθεῖ ζωές, καί πολλοί ἔχουν
βιώσει τίς ἀπεριόριστες δυνατότητες τῆς
δυνάμεως τῆς πίστεως καί τῆς εὐσπλαγχνίας.
Εὐχαριστοῦμε τόν Θεό γιά ἐκείνους οἱ
ὁποῖοι προσέφεραν καί προσφέρουν αὐτή
τήν ἱερή διακονία. Καθώς μᾶς δίνει τό
παράδειγμα ἡ Ἀδελφότητα Φιλοπτώχων
Κυριῶν μέ τήν κοπή τῆς Βασιλόπιττας, σᾶς
ζητῶ νά προσεύχεσθε καί νά προσφέρετε τή
γενναιόδωρη ὑποστήριξή σας στήν Ἀκαδημία
Ἁγίου Βασιλείου.
Γνωρίζουμε καί βεβαιώνουμε ὅτι ἡ πίστη
στόν Χριστό κάνει τά πάντα δυνατά καί
καθιστᾶ τό ἀδύνατο δυνατό διά τῆς πίστεως
καί διακονίας μας στίς ἐνορίες καί κοινότητές
μας. Γνωρίζουμε ὅτι οἱ δυνατότητες εἶναι
τεράστιες καί ἡ μεταμορφωτική δύναμη τῆς
χάριτος εἶναι ἀνεξάντλητη. Ἔτσι, πρέπει μέ
προσευχή νά προσεγγίσουμε ὅλες τίς πτυχές
τῆς διακονίας μας καί τῆς μαρτυρίας μας
σέ ὁλόκληρη τήν Ἱερά Ἀρχιεπισκοπή μας
ἀναζητώντας εὐκαιρίες, ἐξερευνώντας τίς
δυνατότητες καί ἀκολουθώντας τό θέλημα
τοῦ Θεοῦ. Εἴθε οἱ ἀπέραντες εὐλογίες Του νά
στεφανώνουν τό ἱερό ἔργο πού ἐπιτελοῦμε
ἐν ὀνοματί Του σέ ὁλόκληρο τό 2019, καί
εἴθε νά ζήσουμε κάθε ἡμέρα μέ πίστη καί μέ
τήν προσδοκία τῶν μεγάλων καί ὑπερόχων
πραγμάτων πού Ἐκεῖνος θά πραγματοποιήση
μέσῳ τῆς δικῆς μας συμβολῆς.
Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

ORTHODOX
OBSERVER
ΟΡΘΟΔΟΞΟΣ
ΠΑΡΑΤΗΡΗΤΗΣ

Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης: Το 2019 να νικήσει η αγάπη την
αδιαφορία για τον συνάνθρωπο, και να κυριαρχήσει η αλληλεγγύη
Χαρ ακτ ήρισ ε τ ην χορήγ ησ η τ ης
Αυτοκεφαλίας στην Εκκλησία της Ουκρανίας
ως το σημαντικότερο γεγονός για το
Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο, και ολόκληρη την
Ορθοδοξία, κατά το 2018
Τις ευχές του για το Νέο Έτος προς τα
ανά την Οικουμένη τέκνα της Αγίας του
Χριστού Μεγάλης Εκκλησίας απηύθυνε ο
Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης Βαρθολομαίος,
στην καθιερωμένη ομιλία του, στην Αίθουσα
του Θρόνου, μετά τη Θεία Λειτουργία για
την εορτή της Περιτομής του Κυρίου και της
μνήμης του Μ.Βασιλείου, κατά την οποία
χοροστάτησε το πρωί της Πρωτοχρονιάς,
στον Πάνσεπτο Πατριαρχικό Ναό του Αγίου
Γεωργίου στο Φανάρι.
«Απευθύνομεν προς πάντας υμάς και
πάντα τα εγγύς και τα μακράν τέκνα της
Μητρός Εκκλησίας εόρτιον χαιρετισμόν
επί τω Νέω έτει. Προσευχόμεθα, τούτο να
αποδειχθεί, θεία ευδοκία και ευλογία, έτος
ειρήνης και δικαιοσύνης, να νικήση η αγάπη
την αδιαφορίαν διά τον συνάνθρωπον,
και να κυριαρχήση η αλληλεγγύη», είπε
ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης, παρουσία
Ιεραρχών και Αρχόντων Οφφικιαλίων
του Θρόνου, της Προξένου της Ελλάδος
στην Πόλη, κυρίας Δανάης Βασιλάκη,
Ομογενειακών παραγόντων και πλήθους
πιστών από την Πόλη και το εξωτερικό,
και ευχήθηκε ο Θεός, «να μας αξιώσει, να
τελέσωμεν, κατά τον προσεχή Αύγουστον,
και πάλιν την Θείαν Λειτουργίαν εις την
Παναγίαν Σουμελά του Πόντου».
Πρ ο ηγ ο υ μ έ ν ω ς ο Ο ι κ ο υ μ ε ν ι κ ό ς
Πατριάρχης αναφέρθηκε στις δράσεις και
τις πρωτοβουλίες της Μητρός Εκκλησίας,
κατά το προηγούμενο έτος.
«Και κατά το 2018, ηγωνίσθημεν διά την
προώθησιν του διαλόγου με τον σύγχρονον
κόσμον. Δεν εσιγήσαμεν απέναντι εις
τας εξελίξεις, αι οποίαι φαλκιδεύουν το
αν θρ ώπινον πρ ό σωπον. Η Εκκ λησία
του Χριστού δεν ζη διά τον εαυτόν της.
Ακούει την κραυγήν των «κοπιώντων και
πεφορτισμένων», των προσφύγων και
των εξουθενωμένων, των θυμάτων της
πολυκεφάλου βίας, της εκμεταλλεύσεως
και των διακρίσεων, διακονεί, ανακουφίζει,
αγωνίζεται διά την καταλλαγήν και την
ειρήνην, τρέφει την ελπίδα, κρατά ανοικτήν
την πύλην του ουρανού», σημείωσε και τόνισε
ότι η Εκκλησία «συνεχίζει την μεκροχρόνιον
παράδοσιν χριστιανικής φιλανθρωπίας, η
οποία προκαλεί θαυμασμόν ακόμη και εις
τους αρνητάς του χριστιανισμού».
Ο Παναγιώτατος χαρακτήρισε την
χορήγηση του Αυτοκεφάλου καθεστώτος
στην Εκκλησία της Ουκρανίας ως το
σημαντικότερο γεγονός για το Οικουμενικό
Πατριαρχείο, και ολόκληρη την Ορθοδοξία,
κατά το 2018.
«Η διαδικασία αυτή απησχόλησε την
περί ημάς Αγίαν και Ιεράν Σύνοδον από του
παρελθόντος Απριλίου, και είμεθα έμπλεοι
χαράς διά το γεγονός ότι αι προσπάθειαι
ημών, αποκλειστικός σκοπός των οποίων
ήτο η κανονικότης εν τη Εκκλησία της
Ουκρανίας, η υπέρβασις των διασπάσεων
και η ενότης, εκαρποφόρησαν, και ότι την
πανέορτον ημέραν των Θεοφανείων θα δοθή

Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο - Ειδήσεις
Σελίδα 16
Ὑπό τοῦ Σεβ. Μητροπολίτου Προύσης
κ. Ἐλπιδοφόρου, Καθηγητοῦ Πανεπιστημίου,
Ἡγουμένου τῆς Ἱ. Μονῆς Ἁγίας Τριάδος
Χά λκης, κατά τάς ἐργασίας τοῦ ΛΗ’
Θεολογικοῦ Συνεδρίου τῆς Παγκύπριας
Ἑνώσεως Ἑλλήνων Θεολόγων, ἐπί τοῦ
θέματος «Ἱερά Θεολογική Σχολή τῆς Χάλκης
καί Κύπρος», ἐν τῇ ἕδρᾳ τῆς Ἱ. Μητροπόλεως
Λεμεσοῦ, τό Σάββατον, 26ην τ.μ..
Ὑπό τοῦ Πανοσιολ. Ἀρχιμανδρίτου κ.
Ἰακώβου Ἀθανασίου, Πρωτοσυγκέλλου τῆς
Ἱ. Μητροπόλεως Θεσσαλονίκης, κατά τήν
τελετήν κοπῆς τῆς Ἁγιοβασιλόπιττας τῆς
Ἰμβριακῆς Ἑνώσεως Μακεδονίας - Θρᾴκης, ἐν
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τῷ Πνευματικῷ Κέντρῳ αὐτῆς, τήν Κυρι-ακήν,
27ην ἰδίου.
***
Τήν μεσημβρίαν τῆς Πέμπτης, 24ης
Ἰανουαρίου, ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, ὁ Πατριάρχης,
συνοδευόμενος ὑπό τοῦ Πανοσιολ. Διακόνου
κ. Παϊσίου, Διευθυντοῦ τοῦ Ἰδιαιτέρου Αὐτοῦ
Γραφείου, ἐπεσκέψατο ἐθιμοτυπικῶς τόν
Ὑποδιευθυντήν Ἀσφαλείας τῆς Πόλεως
Ἐντιμ. κ. Hakan Yılmaz, ὡς καί τόν Ἐντιμ. κ.
Alparslan Atasoy, Ἀστυνομικόν Διευθυντήν
τῆς Περιφερείας Fatih, ἐν ᾗ ἡ ἕδρα τοῦ
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, εὐχηθείς αὐτoῖς
τά εἰκότα ἐπί τῇ εἰσόδῳ εἰς τό Νέον Ἔτος καί
εὐχαριστήσας αὐτούς διά τά ληφθέντα μέτρα
ἀσφαλείας καί τάς διευκολύνσεις κατά τήν
τελετήν καταδύσεως τοῦ Τιμίου Σταυροῦ ἀπό
τῆς ἀποβάθρας τοῦ Φαναρίου.

επισήμως εν τω πανιέρω Πατριαρχικώ Ναώ
ο σχετικός Τόμος εις τον Μακαριώτατον
Προκαθήμενον της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας
της Ουκρανίας Επιφάνιον».
Στη συνέχεια αναφέρθηκε, μεταξύ
άλλων, στις δύο συναντήσεις που είχε με
τον Πάπα Φραγκίσκο, στο Βατικανό και
το Μπάρι, και εξέφρασε την πεποίθηση,
«ότι τοιαύται συναντήσεις, πρόσωπον προς
πρόσωπον, ενισχύουν και τον επίσημον
θεολογικόν διάλογον μεταξύ Παλαιάς και
Νέας Ρώμης».
Υπενθύμισε, επίσης, δύο σημαντικές
επετείους, για την ανθρωπότητα και την
Εκκλησία, κατά το 2018, της συμπληρώσεως
εβδομηκονταετίας από της Οικουμενικής
Δι ακηρύ ξε ω ς των Δικαι ωμάτων του
Ανθρώπου και από της ιδρύσεως του
Παγκοσμίου Συμβουλίου Εκκλησιών. Με
αφορμή αυτές τις επετείους πραγματοποίησε
σ χετικ έ ς ομι λί ε ς και σ υμμετείχε σ ε
διεθνείς συναντήσεις, ενώ το Πατριαρχείο
διοργάνωσε, το περασμένο έτος, στο
Μπουένος Άιρες, το δεύτερο Συμπόσιο
για την αντιμετώπιση των συγχρόνων
μορφών δουλείας. Ιδιαίτερη αναφορά
έκανε στις πρωτοβουλίες του Οικουμενικού
Θρόνου για την ευαισθητοποίηση της
παγκόσμιας κοινής γνώμης για την ανάγκη
προστασίας του φυσικού περιβάλλοντος.
Στην κατεύθυνση αυτή το Πατριαρχείο
διοργάν ω σ ε σ χετικό Συμπό σιο στον
Σαρωνικό ενώ ο Παναγιώτατος συμμετείχε
και σε ανάλογη Ημερίδα στην Κορέα.
«Μεθ’ ικανοποιήσεως διαπιστούμεν, ότι αι
οικολογικαί πρωτοβουλίαι του Οικουμενικού
Πατρ ι αρχε ί ο υ κ αρ π ο φ ο ρ ο ύν, έ χο υν
παγκόσμιον απήχησιν και αναδεικνύουν την
δύναμιν της Ορθοδόξου μαρτυρίας έναντι
των συγχρόνων μεγάλων προκλήσεων».
Στο επίκεντρο της μέριμνας της Μητρός
Εκκλησίας, σημείωσε σε άλλο σημείο της
ομιλίας του ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης,
βρέθηκε η προάσπιση της ειρήνης και της
δικαιοσύνης, για την προώθηση των οποίων,
πρόσθεσε, οι χριστιανικές Εκκλησίες και
Ομολογίες καθώς και όλες οι θρησκείες
οφείλουν να αναλάβουν σημαντικό ρόλο
και θαρραλέες πρωτοβουλίες.
«Αποτελεί πλάνην να πιστεύωμεν, ότι η
κοινωνική συνοχή, η ειρήνη και η αλληλεγγύη
είναι δυνατόν να επιτευχθούν διά μέσου
της παγκοσμιοποιήσεως, της οικονομικής
αλληλεξαρτήσεως, της ανόδου του βιοτικού
επιπέδου ή του διαδικτύου και της ψηφιακής
επικοινωνίας[...] Η ειρηνοποιητική δράσις
των θρησκειών συναρτάται σήμερον με την
ειρήνην των ιδίων των θρησκειών μεταξύ
των, με τον διάλογον των θρησκειών και την
συνεργασίαν των επ’ αγαθώ του ανθρώπου».
Προηγουμένως τον Παναγιώτατο
προσφώνησαν ο Μητροπολίτης Γέρων
Νικαίας Κωνσταντίνος, ως εκπρόσωπος της
Ιεραρχίας του Θρόνου και ο Άρχων Ευταξίας
Μάριος Ηλιάδης, ο οποίος ευχήθηκε εκ
μέρους των Οφφικιαλίων της Μητρός
Εκκλησίας και της Ομογενείας της Πόλεως.
Αναφερόμενος στις προκλήσεις του
σ ύγχρονου κόσμου, ο Μητροπολίτης
Γέρων Νικαίας, σημείωσε ότι επιβάλλεται
η θετική και αποτελεσματική παρουσία της

Ορθοδοξίας, «παρά την ολιγωρία και την
αντίδραση ορισμένων αδελφών Εκκλησιών
που κινούνται για μια θέση δεσπόζουσα
χωρίς να λάβουν υπ’ όψιν την τάξη, την
ιστορία, τας εξελίξεις στη διαμόρφωσή
τους».
«Είναι όντως λυπηρό», σ υνέχισε,
«για μία Εκκλησία που περιβάλλεται και
ενισχύεται από μία δυνατή πολιτική εξουσία,
να διεκδικεί πρωτοκαθεδρίες εν μέσω
Αδελφών Εκκλησιών χωρίς να λαμβάνει
υπ’ όψιν την πραγματική της θέση μεταξύ
των λοιπών λησμονώντας τα ιστορικά, τα
πολιτιστικά και τα κοινωνικά δεδομένα
που την κατατάσσουν εις την θέσιν που
ευρίσκεται σήμερον, χωρίς να αριθμήσωμε
και τα προσκόμματα άνευ λόγου που
προβάλλει εις την εξέλιξη άλλων αδελφών
Εκκλησιών».
Η παραμονή της Πρωτοχρονιάς
Την παραμονή της Πρωτοχρονιάς ο
Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης χοροστάτησε
στον Μ.Εσπερινό που τελέστηκε στον
Πατριαρχικό Ναό και ακολούθως, αφού
δέχθηκε στο Πατριαρχικό Γραφείο τις ευχές
των Αρχιερέων και των μελών, κληρικών
και λαϊκών, της Πατριαρχικής Αυλής,
ευλόγησε στην Αίθουσα του Θρόνου την
Αγιοβασιλόπιττα.
Στην ομιλία του, αναφερόμενος, μεταξύ
άλλων, στις αντιδράσεις που προκάλεσε
η χορήγ ησ η του Αυτοκεφ ά λου στην
Εκκλησία της Ουκρανίας τόνισε ότι αυτές
δεν κλονίζουν τη Μητέρα Εκκλησία.
«Ο Θεό ς ευλόγησε π λου σίω ς το
απερχόμενον έτος για την Μεγάλη Αυτού
Εκκλησία. Τον δοξάζομε για όλα όσα καλά
μας έδωσε και ιδιαιτέρως για το μεγάλο
και ιστορικό γεγονός της Αυτοκεφαλίας
της Εκκλησίας της Ουκρανίας, πράγμα το
οποίον θα κατακλεισθεί και θα ευλογηθεί
την προσεχή Κυριακή με την παρουσία και
του νέου Προκαθημένου αυτής της Αδελφής
πλέον Εκκλησίας και την παρουσία του
Προέδρου της χώρας, του Εξοχωτάτου κ.
Ποροσένκο, εδώ εις τας Αυλάς της Μητρός
Εκκλησίας, οπότε και θα παραλάβουν
τον Τόμο της Αυτοκεφαλίας. Υπήρξαν, ως
γνωστόν, πολλές αντιδράσεις, σφοδρές
αντιδράσεις, γι› αυτήν την ιστορική απόφαση
του Οικουμενικού μας Πατριαρχείου.
Αυτά όμως δεν μας κλονίζουν, διότι εμείς
βασίζουμε τις αποφάσεις μας επάνω
στους Ιερούς Κανόνας, στα Προνόμια του
Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου, στην Τάξη
και στην Παράδοση της Ορθοδοξίας [...]
Εύχομαι και οι Αδελφές Εκκλησίες, οι οποίες
αδίκως αντιδρούν σε όσα αποφασίζει και
πραγματοποιεί η Πρωτόθρονος Εκκλησία
της Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, και αυτές να
σκεφθούν λογικότερα και δικαιότερα και
με περισσότερο σεβασμό και ευγνωμοσύνη
προς την Μητέρα τους Εκκλησία, το
Οικουμενικό μας Πατριαρχείο».
Στη σελίδα Ecumenical Patriarchate στο
FB μπορείτε να παρακολουθήσετε τις ομιλίες
που πραγματοποίησε ο Παναγιώτατος, την
παραμονή και ανήμερα της Πρωτοχρονιάς,
καθώς και εκείνες του Μητροπολίτη Γέροντος
Νικαίας Κωνσταντίνου και του Άρχοντος
Ευταξία Μάριου Ηλιάδη

ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΝ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΕΙΟΝ ΑΝΑΚΟΙΝΩΘΕΝ
Τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον, ἐν
δοξολογίᾳ πρός τόν Θεόν καί ἐν χαρᾷ καί
ἱκανοποιήσει πολλῇ, ἀγγέλλει τήν ἐπιτυχῆ
ὁλοκλήρωσιν τῶν ἐργασιῶν τῆς ἐν Κιέβῳ
συνελθούσης σήμερον, 15 ην Δεκεμβρίου
2018, Ἑνωτικῆς Συνόδου, ἱδρυτικῆς τῆς
νέας Ὀρθοδόξου Αὐτοκεφάλου Ἐκκλησίας
Οὐκρανίας, τῆς ὁποίας Προκαθήμενος
ἐξελέγη ὁ Μητροπο- λίτης Περεγιασλάβ
καί Μπελάϊα Τσερκώφ Ἐπιφάνιος.
Ἡ Αὐτοῦ Μακαριότης ὁ νεοεκλεγείς
Προκαθήμενος ἐπεκοινώ- νησε τηλεφωνικῶς
πρ ό ς τ ήν Α . Θ. Παν αγ ι ότ ητα , τόν
Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριάρχην, ὑπέβαλε τά σέβη

του καί ἐζήτησε τήν εὐχήν καί εὐλογίαν τῆς
Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας διά τήν εὐόδωσιν τοῦ ἐπ’
αἰσίοις οἰωνοῖς ἀρχομένου πρωθιεραρχικοῦ
ἔργου αὐτοῦ. Συναφῶς ἀνακοινοῦται ὅτι ὁ
Οἰκουμενικός Πατριάρχης κ. κ. Βαρθολομαῖος
προσεκάλεσε τόν Μακαριώτατον κ. Ἐπιφάνιον
νά συλλειτουργήσουν ἐν Φαναρίῳ κατά τήν
μεγάλην ἑορτήν τῶν Θεοφανείων καί νά
παραδώσῃ εἰς αὐτόν τόν Τόμον ἱδρύσεως
τῆς νέας ἀδελφῆς Αὐτοκεφάλου Ἐκκλησίας.
Ἐν τοῖς Πατριαρχείοις, τῇ 15ῃ Δεκεμβρίου
2018
Ἐκ τῆς Ἀρχιγραμματείας
τῆς Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου
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Θεοφάνεια στην Ευρώπη
Κορυτσά, Αλβανία

Καστοριά, Ελλάδα

romfea.gr

Εντυπωσιακά Θεοφάνεια μέσα στο χιόνι σε χωριό της Κορυτσάς
Γράφει ο π. Ηλίας Μάκος
Πραγματικά ήταν πολύ εντυπωσιακά τα
Θεοφάνεια στο Mbroje της Κορυτσάς,
όπου ο ιερέας, μετά τη Θεία Λειτουργία
και τον Μεγά λο Αγιασμό στο ναό,
διέσχισε με το σταυρό στα χέρια μια
χιονισμένη διαδρομή, ακολουθούμενος
από Ορθόδοξους κατοίκους, κυρίως νέους,
προκειμένου να γίνει η κατάδυση σε μια
πηγή, η οποία ήταν παγωμένη, στην άκρη
του χωριού.Δύο νέοι έβαλαν τα χέρια τους
στην πηγή, διασπώντας τους πάγους, και
ο ένας από αυτούς «έπιασε” το σταυρό.
Οι εικόνες αναμφίβολα εντυπωσιακές.
Παραμερίζοντας τα εμπόδια από την
κακοκαιρία οι πιστοί με τη λευκή καρδιά
τους μέσα στο λευκό τοπίο ομολόγησαν
το Χριστό. Έτσι βίωσαν ΘεοφάνειαΧριστοφάνεια. Γιατί δεν τους άγγιξε
σ υναισθηματικό μόνο το υπέρλογο
μυστήριο της Αγίας Τριάδας, αλλά ένιωσαν,
μέσα στο χιονιά και στο τσουχτερό κρύο,
τον Ιησού ως Θεό-Μεσσία και Λυτρωτή.

Έτσι συνειδητοποίησαν τη βαθύτερη
σημασία της Βάπτισης του Ιησού. Ο Υιός
του Θεού, που καταδέχτηκε να γίνει
δούλος και διάκονος της σωτηρίας μας,
δεν αρνείται το βάπτισμα, που αρμόζει
σε αμαρτωλούς. Με τη Βάπτισή Του,
δέχεται όλες τις συνέπειες της ανθρώπινης
αμαρτίας, παρ› όλο, που έμενε ολότελα
ξένος προς αυτή. Η Βάπτισή Του εκφράζει
συμβολικά και πραγματικά την “κάθοδό”
Του στον κόσμο, στην ιστορία.
Δέχεται το ανθρώπινο σε όλο το τραγικό
του βάθος και πλάτος, από τη γέννηση
μέχρι το θάνατο. Για να μπορεί να σώσει το
ανθρώπινο στοιχείο, να το μεταμορφώσει
με τη θεϊκή Του δύναμη, να το θεώσει.
Όσο και αν φαίνεται παράξενο και
παράδοξο, μια ομάδα πιστών σε περιοχή
της Κορυτσάς, έκανε αυτές τις σκέψεις,
λατρεύοντας στην ύπαιθρο τον Κύριο, μη
λογαριάζοντας το χιονιά, αφού οι ψυχές
τους ήταν ολόθερμες και πανελεύθερες.
(Πηγή romfea.gr)

Μόναχο, Γερμανία

romfea.gr

Μαθήτρια 11 ετών ανέσυρε τον Σταυρό από τα παγωμένα νερά του ποταμού Ίζα

Στη τελετή υπήρξε και μια συγκινητική πρωτοπυπία. Για πρώτη φορά ανέσυρε από τα
παγωμένα νερά του ποταμού τον τίμιο Σταυρό μία μαθήτρια 11 ετών, η Καίτη Μαντζαρίδη.

«Εν Ιορδάνη βαπτιζομένου σου Κύριε» ακούγεται στην όχθη της λίμνης της Καστοριάς. Το
ψύχος και ο παγετός σε έξαρση, όμως οι καμπάνες χτυπούν πανηγυρικά, οι ψάλτες ανυμνούν
τον Επιφανέντα Κύριο, οι πιστοί από νωρίς προσέρχονται στον καταστόλιστο Ναό για να
προσευχηθούν και να αγιαστούν, ο Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Καστορίας κ. Σεραφείμ και
οι Κληρικοί λαμπροφορούν και συμπροσεύχονται να δώσει ο Θεός φώτιση σε όλον τον κόσμο.
Έτσι, εορτάστηκαν τα Θεοφάνεια στην παγωμένη — με πολικές θερμοκρασίες, μα με ζέουσα
πίστη ακριτική μακεδονική πόλη της Καστοριάς.
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Church History
Archimandrite Polycarpos Krithinakis,
Founding Priest of Charlotte Church
By William H. Samonides, Ph.D.
Every year Holy Trinity Cathedral
in Charlotte, N.C., holds a Trisagion at
a local cemetery on the anniversary of
the passing of two clerics who served
the community for many years. Bishop
Chrysostom Papalambrou (1896-1988)
was the priest from 1937 to 1960, and
Fr. Phaethon Constantinides (19311996) served from 1966 until his death.
Their leadership helped to shape the
community and the lives of many parishioners.
The earlier years of the twentieth
century were, however, not an easy
time for the faithful, who were trying
to establish parishes, build churches,
and survive in a foreign country, The
Great Depression took a toll on everyone. Priests moved frequently from parish to parish, so their contributions and
sacrifices are difficult to track, but the
spiritual continuity they provided was
important to the establishment of our
faith in this country.
One of these early figures was Archimandrite Polycarpos E. Krithinakis (1882-1938). He was the founding
priest at Holy Trinity in Charlotte. During his years in the United States (19151938) he would serve 10 parishes in
seven states.
A native of Crete, Fr. Krithinakis
left his home for America less than a
month after his ordination to the priesthood, arriving in New York City on
Sept. 12, 1915. By Sept. 22 he was in
Syracuse, where he immediately went
to work. He celebrated the first Divine
Liturgy in the community on the following Sunday and conducted the first
funeral the next day.
The St. Sophia parish, one of the
first Greek Orthodox parishes established in upstate New York, was formally incorporated with the state the following year. Fr. Krithinakis, who is known
in the parish history as “Archimandrite
Polycarp,” remained in Syracuse until
1918, when he moved to Akron, Ohio.
From 1921 to 1922, Father Krithinakis served at Holy Trinity in Canton,
Ohio. The parish had been established
in 1917 and had immediately begun
building a church, which would be the
first Greek Orthodox church completed
in the area. The consecration did not
take place until Pentecost Sunday, May
28, 1922.
Archbishop Alexander, first Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America,
presided. He had been elected as Archbishop by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate earlier that month.
Among the 200 parishes of the Archdiocese, there were dozens named Holy
Trinity. That Archbishop Alexander
celebrated his first Pentecost in Canton
demonstrates its importance in the ongoing struggle between the Royalists and
Venezelists. Father Krithinakis’ brief
service during a pivotal but tumultuous
time was not remembered in the album
for the 75th anniversary of the parish.
In 1926, Fr. Krithinakis became the
first priest assigned by Archbishop Alexander to the newly-established Holy
Trinity parish in Charlotte.
His first service was held on Holy

Thursday, April 29.
It was anticipated that the appointment of a priest would provide the impetus to build a church. Because of his
experience in Syracuse and Canton, Fr.
Krithinakis understood what was required, but he did not remain in Charlotte long enough to see the community
take the next step. It was two years after
his departure that the parish achieved its
goal by purchasing a church building.
Leaving Charlotte in 1928, Fr.
Krithinakis moved north and west, returning to Akron, then taking up a position in Detroit.
In April 1937, he began serving the
Assumption parish in Minot, North Dakota. A major rail center, Minot attracted
Greek immigrants for the construction
and maintenance of the Great Northern
Railway, which ran between Minneapolis and Seattle. Minot was known as
“Magic City” because of its remarkable
growth in a short time.
At the time Fr. Krithinakis served
there, Minot had a population of less
than 20,000, which expanded every
winter while railroad construction was
suspended.
Fr. Krithinakis served in Minot just
over a year. In July 1938 ill health forced
him to resign. He planned to consult
doctors at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., but his condition quickly
worsened. After less than a week in the
hospital, he passed away on Aug. 10 at
the age of 56. Two days later his funeral
was conducted by Fr. John Petropoulos,
who succeeded him at the Assumption
parish, and Fr. John Vournakis of St.
Mary’s in Minneapolis. No members of
his family were present. The parish had
not been aware that he had a sister in
Akron. His final expenses included $40
for the hospital, $225 for the funeral and
burial, and $150 for the gravestone.
This was a considerable amount of
money during the Great Depression. He
left no estate, but the cost was absorbed
by the Archdiocese and the Greek Consulate in Chicago.
The gravestone in Rose Hill
Memorial Park in Minot (photo)
was erected by parishioners who
were native speakers of Greek but
not yet fully proficient in English.
“ΠΟΛΥΚΑΡΠΟΣ ΚΡΙΘΙΝΑΚΗΣ
ΑΡΧΙΜΑΝΔΡΙΤHΣ 1938” was inscribed on one side of the gravestone
with “GREEK PREIST [sic]” on the
other. It is difficult to imagine a final
resting place less like his home on the
island of Crete than the remote town of
Minot on the northern plains.
Today the Assumption parish is no
longer active, and North Dakota is the
only state without a Greek Orthodox
parish. The nearest parish is over 500
miles away.
May the memory of Archimandrite
Krithinakis and other early priests who
contributed to the advancement of our
faith in this country be eternal.
This is one of many stories included
in the special exhibition, “A Profound
and Abiding Presence: The Greek Orthodox Church in the South,” on display this year at the Saint Photios Greek
Orthodox National Shrine in Saint Augustine, Fla. (904-829-8205; www.stphotios.org).
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HCHC

Thoughts From L.A.

HCHC Board of Trustees
Discuss School Situation

Your Funeral?

BROOKLINE, Mass. – The
HCHC Board of Trustees recently met
for their regularly scheduled winter
meeting on the campus of our beloved
school. Under the Chairmanship of
Archbishop Demetrios a full presentation on the state of the school was presented by Trustee committees as well
as the President, Rev. Christopher Metropulos. This included, but was not
limited to, the financial condition of
the school as well as past and expected
enrollments for the fall of 2019.
Throughout the United States, numerous small liberal arts colleges are
facing closure or planning to close or
to shutter programs in light of decreasing enrollment across the country.
HCHC functions in this environment.
The Trustees reiterated their commitment to the strengthening and
growth of the school, but also directed
the leadership of the school to ensure

that we live within our means and offer programs which create and nurture
future leaders for our Church and society.
It was decided by the Trustees to
authorize the administration to begin
immediate modifications of the operating budget in order to strengthen the
school’s mission and to bring about a
more balanced budget.
In addition, the Board of Trustees directed the President to form a
committee of Trustees, Faculty, and
Administration to seek new ways to
strengthen the institution and reimagine education on the Hill of Hope.
Updates will be provided as plans
take shape.
Let us all pray that Our Lord God
and Savior Jesus Christ will guide
us with His grace and mercy by the
power of the precious and life-giving
Cross.
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By Fr. John Bakas

What will your funeral be like?
What will be said of you? Will it be
a happy time? More than that, what
will be the scene as you stand before God? We write our own script
for our funeral by the way we live!
Imagine with me that you are
sitting here at church, but this time
you are not gathered for the Divine
Liturgy. This time you are gathered
for a funeral. Do you see it? Can
you picture what it looks like? You
sit looking on and taking everything
in. Perhaps you see crying, grieving, maybe some shedding of tears,
maybe even some laughing at the
makaria as people share memories
of the deceased.
You know many of the people
gathered together in memory of this
person, so you make your way in
and find a place to sit. The pews are
packed full of people. Finally, people slowly take their seats and the
funeral begins. You look and then
realize something very strange and
very staggering, the funeral is for
you. What would the scene be like
at your own funeral? Would there
be family grieving? Would there be
positive memories shared?
Keep on imagining the scene.
The priest conducting the funeral
begins his eulogy after the service
and tries the very best he can to
paint a message of hope and a positive message about your life.
He tells some stories of your
life, he shares some memories, and
then speaks of your spiritual condition. He quotes the passage in the
Scriptures where it says, “it is appointed for a man once to die and
then to face the judgment.” He
points out the Biblical truth that as
you died your spirit separated from
your body and your faith now came
to light.
All the doubts that you had, all
the questions, all that you lived for,
nothing else mattered. You sit there
wondering why he wasn’t saying
more good about you. You think
back to other funerals you attended
and the same priest went on and on
about how so and so was a faithful church member, how they were
servants, how they were people of
character and integrity, and then
you realize that maybe there was
not that much to say.
You want to stand up and shout,
“I wasn’t that bad of a person!”
“I came to church!” However,
the message continues and finally
draws to an end.
A ti me was even given in the
hall for eulogies and a few friends
and family got up and reminisced
a little about your life and events
you shared with them. They spoke
of your great personality and how
fun you were to be around. You noticed that the things people were
saying about you were meant to be
complimentary, but now after life
was over they didn’t matter all that

much. People spoke of how hard of
a worker you were, of the talents
that you had, of the Las Vegas gambling outings, golf, partying, your
love of ouzo, and that you danced a
mean hasapiko but you noticed not
one comment about your faith, not
one comment about your spiritual
life was mentioned.
All your life you strove so hard
to impress people, all your life you
thought you wanted people to just
like you. So you would do anything
to make a friend, and make friends
you did. You thought it was vitally
important to be good at everything.
You wanted people to remember
your dedication to work.
You never thought that life
would come to an end so quickly.
You thought you would have had
time later for other things, but the
chance never came. At that time
your mind is flooded with all sorts
of thoughts, all sorts of regrets. You
realize all that what you worked so
hard for did not matter now. You realize you spent far too much time
on things that didn’t matter and far
too little time on the things that
did really matter. You lamented the
times you were too busy at work to
see your children grow up. You lamented the times you were too busy
just to spend time with your spouse.
You lamented the times you
were so wrapped up in your recreation that you neglected the church
by taking your kids to baseball and
soccer practice on Sunday mornings. You wish you would have
served more, loved more, studied
scripture more, paid more attention,
and you wish you had given more.
Now there was nothing you could
do about it. Now all that was gone
and quickly you learn as you watch
your owned funeral what was most
important. You learn quickly that if
you could have written the script
for your own funeral it would have
been much different. You did write
the script of your own funeral, you
wrote it by the life you lived, but
you do not like the commentary and
wish you could change some things.
As the funeral winds down, a
last prayer is said and the pall bearers go and carry your casket out of
the building. The hearse drives to
the graveyard and all the time your
feel that you are watching from outside all of it. They bring your casket
down, a Trisagion is chanted, memory eternal Amen.
Then they begin to lower your
casket into the ground and cover it
up. For you that is a very sobering
scene, because that solidifies that
the truth that your life is done and
that there was no coming back to
correct mistakes.
You see an immense light different from any light you have seen
before. You see a great white throne
with someone sitting on the throne.
You stand there and you feel totally
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Prelude to Great Lent
Time for a Check Up—The Triodion
By Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis

Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith,
my patience, my love, my steadfastness.
2 Timothy 3:10
(Epistle on the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee)
Depending on what kind of car you
drive, every 3,000-5,000 miles you need
to take it in for an oil change. I remember an OLD commercial where a car
dealership advertised a 19-point inspection for $19.
Yes, that had to have been a long
time ago! And I remember going to the
car dealership and the mechanic looking at his checklist of the 19 points and
telling me how my car checked out—
a little low on brake fluid, tire pressure
good, etc.
The period of the Triodion, which
begins on Feb. 17 this year, is a time for
us to evaluate ourselves on a spiritual
scale. St. Paul, in his Epistle to Timothy,
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inadequate, you feel dirty, immoral,
for the first time in your life you
feel like you are an awful person.
You feel alone, and you begin to
tremble, your voice begins to quiver. You have this anxiety and fear
that words cannot explain because
you know the one you look at holds
your eternal destiny in His hands
and that your judgment was about
to be final.
You realize all that you lived
for, all that you were striving for
was now totally irrelevant, all that
mattered now was what this One
sitting upon the throne would say to
you about your eternal destiny. You
realize that you spent far too much
time on things that didn’t matter
and far too little time on things that
did matter. You know who the one
you are standing before is. It is none
other than the Lord Jesus Christ, but
you don’t know him, because you
never made time to speak to Him.
You never made time to learn of
Him. You had planned on it someday. You thought you had more
time. You thought you would get
around to it as you grew older, but
the time never came.
So you stand before His throne
speechless. There at that judgment
seat you see your life relived. You
see things from a different perspective this time. You see the times
you hurt people. You see all the
wrongs you committed. You see of
the times you neglected to do what
you should have done. You begin to
weep uncontrollably because there
more than ever you realize you
were not as good of a person as you
thought you were.
The answer was because you
lost your love for the Lord. You
were carried away by the world. You
recall times with friends when they
were mocking God and you joined
in with them rather than speaking
up because you were afraid. You re-

offers us a good “7-point inspection” of
our spiritual lives. So, as an exercise,
take a few moments and evaluate yourself on these seven points. Perhaps even
a scale of 1 to 10, rate how you are doing:
My teaching—what kind of Christian example are you setting for others?
Whether you actively are “teaching”
about Christ verbally, we all “teach”
by example. What kind of example of
Christianity are you modeling for your
“students”—your spouse, children,
friends, anyone else you encounter on a
regular basis?
My conduct—am I living my life
according to the tenets of Christianity
and the teachings of Christ?
My aim in life—Do I live with a
sense of purpose? Is God the source and
center of my life? Is my aim in life to
please Him, or to please myself?
My faith—I’m now a year older
than I was last year when we celebrated
Pascha. Has my faith grown in the past

.
.
.

call times when people needed help
and you turned your back on them.
You recall times when you
could have invited people to come
and attend church but you didn’t
think it really mattered. The place
you found yourself was nothing like
you had pictured.
You thought many times about
life after death, but this was much
different than you had been taught
or thought. You never expected to
be so afraid and feel so helpless.
The whole time you stand there your
mind is filled with, “I wish I would
haves” and “I wish I had not’s.”
Then you have nothing more to say
and you know what is coming next.
You hear the words you dreaded the
whole time, “depart from me you
evildoer, I never knew you.”
Now, look up, and open your
eyes. You realize all that was not
real. Have you ever had a bad
dream that seemed so real, and then
you wake up and are so thankful it
was not a reality; perhaps that is
how you feel right now. The reality is that one day those images may
come true.
How do you want to be remembered? I’d go with faithful over
faithless. I’d go with generous over
stingy. I’d go with compassion over
apathy. I’d go with diligent over
lazy. I’d go with Christ-like over
worldly. I’d go with sincere over
hypocritical.
Has your faith sunk in to your
heart to the point where it makes
a difference in how you live your
life? Or, are you just going through
the religious motions that you think
you are supposed to go through. As
you live your life are you prepared
to meet the Lord? The reality is, we
will all stand before Him some day.
What will we say?
Fr. John S. Bakas is dean of St.
Sophia Cathedral in Los Angeles
and adjunct professor of Orthodox
Theology at the Loyola Marymount
University School of Theology.

.
.

year? Am I excited about my faith? Or
stagnant?
My patience—this sin trips up
most people on a daily basis. How is
your patience on a daily basis? In control? Easily lost?
My love—Every commandment
that God ever gave us comes under the
umbrella of “love.” Fear, anger, lust,
sadness, all of these things are the antithesis of love. Joy, chastity, confidence
and gratitude are all manifestations of
love. Which set of words describe your
life more at present—fear, anger, lust,
sadness? Or joy, chastity, confidence
and gratitude?
My steadfastness—The journey of
life, for most of us thankfully, is long.
Along the way, we go through periods
of joy and confidence. This is true for
life in general and also for faith. There
are times when we feel we are getting
ahead, other times when we feel like
we are falling behind, and other times
we are just standing still. IF YOU ARE
READING THIS MESSAGE, give
yourself at least a FIVE for steadfastness. Steadfastness is being in the game,
showing up to play. It doesn’t necessarily mean winning!
Going back to the example of the
19-point car inspection, once the inspection is complete, then a diagnosis is
made and then the work is done to cor-

.

rect the problem. Finally, the car owner
leaves, happy that his or her car is in
good working condition.
Triodion, this period of preparation
for Lent, is a period of inspection of our
relationship with Christ, with our spiritual life. Lent is the period where we
correct the problem. So that on Pascha,
we can reclaim our full sense of joy,
knowing that our hearts and souls are in
good working condition.
So, start evaluating. And if the evaluation is not good, don’t despair. That’s
why we have this period of time on our
calendar each year, to repair and renew.
The most important thing in any evaluation is honesty.
So, make an honest evaluation of
yourself. Then look at the end of the
process—a fully repaired you. And then
start to tackle the work in between.
Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis is
proistamenos of St. John the Baptist
Greek Orthodox Church in Tampa, Fla.
He writes a daily series, “The Prayer
Team,” for the Orthodox Christian Network (OCN) and authored three books:
“Let all Creation Rejoice: Reflections
on Advent and the Nativity,” “The Road
Back to Christ: “Reflections on Lent,
Holy Week and the Resurrection”; and
“Blessed is the Kingdom, NOW and
Forever: Reflections on the Divine Liturgy.”
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Parish Profile
Virginia Church Includes FBI, Air Force, Marines, DEA and AHEPA Members
AT A GLANCE
Name: The Nativity of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Church
Location: Fredericksburg, Va.
Founded: 1991

Clergy: Fr. John Katsoulis
(Holy Cross ’98)

Size: About 125 stewards

Web: www.nativity.va.goarch.
org

E-mail: office@ntgoc.org
FREDERICKSBURG, Va. – One
of the “newest” parishes of the Archdiocese, Nativity of the Theotokos can
claim as parishioners an FBI agent/
counterterrorist, secret service agent,
Greek restaurateurs, retired military personnel and a host of others from varied
ethnic and professional backgrounds.
Located along Interstate 95 almost
midway between Washington and Richmond, this small, historic city of about
29,000 people founded in 1728, is home
to mostly American-born Orthodox
Christians who decided to establish the
parish nearly 30 years ago, thus eliminating the travel time to attend church at
the closest parishes in those larger cities
that were an hour or more away.
With several major military installations located nearby at Quantico, including the U.S. Marine Corps Combat
Development Command and Officer
Candidate School, the Presidential Helicopter Unit that flies Marine 1, the FBI
and Drug Enforcement Administration
training academies, Air Force Office of
Special Investigations and Army organizations.

Nativity of the Theotokos photo
Nativity of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Church

Many parishioners and their families are associated with these facilities
and are active in the parish.
A number of parishioners who are
federal employees commute to Washington, about an hour away, including
by regular train service.
“We have lots of federal employees,
service men and military families, retirees and former military people,” said
Fr. Katsoulis, a St. Louis native and the
longest-serving priest in the community.
“There are plenty of Greek restaurant
owners and other local business owners.
Those are the ones who started the parish,” he said. The local AHEPA chapter
was already in existence before the parish was founded.
Actually, the first Divine Liturgy
in the community was celebrated on
April 9, 1989, at St. George’s Episcopal
Church, a parish history noted. Thereafter, services were held in the Faulkner
Hall of St. George’s Episcopal Church,
and at a small rented building in a neighboring county.
Fr. Katsoulas, who arrived in 2008,
is one of only five full-time priests in the

community’s history. Fr. Panagiotis Papageorgiou was the first to be assigned,
pastoring the church from 1989-93.
The parish received its name and
charter from the Archdiocese on Jan.
1, 1991 and purchased a six-acre tract
in eastern Spotsylvania County, to the
west of Fredericksburg and near two
military parks that were locations of key
battles during the Civil War – Chancellorsville and Spotsylvania National
Military parks.
The community had been renting
a small building in southern Stafford
County to hold services. “We selected
our parish’s name and received our
charter from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America on
Jan. 1, 1991,” Fr. John said. After purchasing six acres in eastern Spotsylvania
County in 1992, the ground breaking for
the construction of our permanent home
was held on Oct. 11, 1998, with the cornerstone being laid in 1999.
The other full-time priests who
served the parish during its first two decades included Fr. Elias Mentis (199498), Fr. Stephen Theophilos (2000-02),

and Fr. Matthew Street (2004-06). A
few other priests served part-time, including Fr. Constantine Dombalis, longtime dean of Sts. Constantine and Helen
Cathedral in Richmond and Navy chaplains Frs. William Bartz, John Gianulis
and John A. Kalantzis.
Over the last three decades the parish has celebrated 171 baptisms, 45
weddings and 66 funerals.
Before arriving to the parish in
2008, Fr. John served as assistant priest
at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Tarpon
Springs, Fla.In addition to the varied
American-born Orthodox Christians,
there are several immigrants from Romania, Russia, Albania, Serbia and converts through marriage.
Fr. John noted that, at the Agape
service on Easter Sunday, 17 languages are used to read the gospels, though
not all readers are native speakers. One
American-born member, for example,
who had to learn Mandarin Chinese for
her job also reads the gospel at the service in that language.
Varied ministries
Currently, the parish has a strong
youth program. Sunday school has
about 60 students. There is no Greek
school for lack of a teacher.
The GOYA is active and the dance
program is very successful. Dancers
perform at the New Jersey Metropolis
Folk Dance Festival and at local cultural events, schools and the annual Greek
festival held Memorial Day Weekend.
Fr. John holds religious discussions
and Bible studies on a regular basis.
The “extremely active” Philoptochos chapter, Fr. John noted, engages
in many Philanthropic projects, including providing dinners to residents of a
retirement home each month.
Stewardship is the community’s
main revenue source. Other than the
Greek festival and paschalino glendi,
the parish, holds a “Crab Fest” in August as a fund-raising activity, serving
the crabs that Chesapeake Bay is noted
for.
--compiled by Jim Golding

St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
National Oratorical Festival Set for June at Long Island Parish
By Angeliki Constantine

BROOKLINE, Mass. - The 36th
annual St. John Chrysostom National
Oratorical Festival finals will be hosted by the Direct Archdiocesan District
and Archangel Michael Church in Port
Washington, N.Y., June 7-9. The committee, under the leadership of Fr. John
Lardas, Fr. Demetrios Kazakis and national chairman Katherine Orfanakos
Demacopoulos has already begun planning a series of exciting events to provide a weekend of fellowship and celebration for the finalists on Long Island
and in New York City.
The first National Oratorical Festival finals in 1984 were hosted in New

York City. At the time 73 parishes participated in the festival; that number has
grown to 200 in 2018. Since then, the
location of the national festival has rotated between the nine metropolises in
the United States.
The last time the festival was hosted
by the Direct Archdiocesan District was
in 2010 at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan
Cathedral in New York.
We have also added some new ways
for chairpersons, parents and students to
stay up to date on the latest Oratorical
Festival news. Follow the oratorical festival account on Instagram and like the
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
page on Facebook to stay informed and
see photos from current and previous

year’s festivals.
Below are the topics for this year’s
National Oratorical Festival.
We encourage chairpersons and
parents to encourage students at their
parishes to begin preparing and researching topics for their speeches early, especially as students are involved in
many other activities and it can be difficult to focus their attention.
2019 St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Topics:
Junior Division (grades 7 – 9):
1. Martyrs of the Church and some
of the early monastics are both described as “athletes.” What does it mean
to be an athlete for Christ?
2. On January 30th, the Church cel-

ebrates the Feast of the Three Hierarchs:
St. Basil the Great, St. Gregory the
Theologian, and St. John Chrysostom.
Select one of these Church Fathers and
discuss his contribution to the Church.
3. Discuss the significance of water
in the Church – Baptism, Theophany,
holy water, etc. – and what this suggests
about our responsibility for the natural
world.
4. Discus the new commandment of
John 13:34: “Love one another, even as
I have loved you…” What does it mean
to love one another as Christ loved us?
5. In 1 Timothy 6:10, St. Paul writes,
“For the love of money is the root of all
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Commentary
The Church of 2019
By Fr. Angelo Artemas

Imagine that each parish in our
Archdiocese had a Starbucks kiosk
open to parishioners at the conclusion
of the Sunday Divine Liturgy. After coffee hour, would there be more proceeds
at the kiosk, or in the Sunday collection?
How many parishioners would skip the
Divine Liturgy and go directly to the kiosk?
An internal Starbucks marketing
report recently indicated that loyal
drinkers spend an average of $25 a

week on their products - that’s $1,300 a
year! How many parishes in our Archdiocese come close to averaging $1,300
Stewardship a year?
These days many faithful like to
lament about the decline of the church
while at the same time reminiscing
about the glory days of past. People
reason that if we only had the caliber of
priests and bishops of previous generations we would be better off. Let’s consider the caliber of parishioners.
When many of our ancestors came

Oratorical Festival

 previous page
kinds of evil.” How should Orthodox
Christians relate to money and wealth?
Senior Division (grades 10 – 12):
1. Many of the Church’s services
employ objects from the natural world
(such as wheat, wine, oil, or water) in
order to confer a blessing upon the faithful. Why does the Church do this, and
what does this suggest about our responsibility for the natural world?
2. From ancient Greece to the present, politicians have aligned themselves
with religious concepts and constituencies. How is an Orthodox Christian to
discern whether today’s politicians do

this out of genuine piety or in order to
manipulate the electorate?
3. The hymns of the Church contain the whole of its theology. Pick one
hymn from the Lenten or Holy Week
period and describe how it speaks to
you personally.
4. Describe how science and technology should always be at the service
of humanity and, ultimately, of God, in
harmony with His purposes.
5. In view of St. Paul’s exhortation in Colossians 3:16, “Let the Word
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,” discuss the importance of being
biblically literate today.

to this country they dedicated themselves to two things – family well-being
and their church. After securing their
own financial stability they immediately
poured their resources into establishing
and growing their church communities.
The church was their second financial
priority after family.
In the last 40 years we have seen
a cup of coffee go from 35 cents to
$2, a Honda Accord go from $6000, to
$28,000, a typical three-bedroom home
from $70,000 to $350,000, college tuition at Ohio State University from $500
to $15,000 per year, college tuition at
Notre Dame from $3,500 to $50,000
per year, and the average U.S annual
household income from $16,800 in
1979 to $52,300 today. The $300 dues
of old would adjust to $1200, today, yet
we are still averaging well below $800
as an Archdiocese, and the same dollars
are going into trays 40 years later.
How can we point the finger at
leadership when the faithful chose not
to keep up? There is more treasure today in Starbucks, Comcast, Apple and
T-Mobile than in church. Are we now
the church of coffee and devices?
For a church to flourish, first support and take care of your families (the
house church). Plan for your children’s
educations, and secure your retirement.
But then support the church as if your
life depends on it – for it does. Go to
church regularly (and don’t be late) and

donate generously. Don’t be more concerned about the things you can’t take
with you.
Worshipping and tithing are not
optional, they are essential in saving us
from ourselves; freeing us from selfrighteousness, judgment and materialism. Let’s face it – we have taken advantage of the notion of “free-will offering”
and have diminished the church. We
cannot point fingers elsewhere when we
are not doing our part.
If you are experiencing financial
hardship or are on a fixed retirement
income, please disregard this commentary. If you are already tithing and donating generously, please disregard this
commentary, and accept sincere thanks
and gratitude.
For the rest of us, let’s make our
church better by placing our treasures
there. Perhaps our hearts will follow,
and we may experience new and greater
glory.
Fr. Angelo is the newly assigned
priest of St. John the Theologian Cathedral in Tenafly, N.J.

Psalm 118:8-9
It is better to trust in the Lord
Than to put confidence in man.
It is better to trust in the Lord
Than to put confidence in princes
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2018: The Year in Review
JANUARY-FEBRUARY
-A report by the Archdiocesan
Council Finance and Audit committees
announced that the Archdiocese has
achieved financial stability after a financial crisis that resulted in a budget shortfall in the summer of 2017.
-Jan. 11-14 – The Metropolises of
San Francisco, Atlanta and New Jersey
hold their annual folk dance festivals.
-Archbishop Demetrios announced
in an encyclical the 44th Clergy-Laity
Congress will be held in Boston, July
1-5. Co-chairmen are Angelo Bassett
and Michael Sophocles.
Feb. 3 – Leadership 100 installs a
new chairman, Argyris “RJ” Vassiliou
of Stamford, Conn.; and approves $2.7
million in grants.
Feb. 7 – The Very Rev. Nathanael
Symeonides is elected Metropolitan of
Chicago.
Feb. 11 – Archbishop Demetrios receives the St. Barnabas Medal during a
visit to Cyprus.
Feb. 25-27 – St. George Church in
Southgate, Mich., hosts the first annual
Greek Orthodox Camping Ministries
Leadership Conference.
MARCH-APRIL
-National Philoptochos launches
education initiatives for parish communities and the board disburses $1.73 million for several Archdiocese ministries
and hurricane relief.
-Leadership 100 disburses $2.66
million in grants to various Archdiocesan ministries.
-Orthodox Christian Missions Center honors long-time trustees Helen and
Louis Nicozisis for their lifetime dedication to missions.
March 3 – Fr. Michael Johnson,
assistant priest at Assumption Church
in Seattle, receives the National Boy
Scouts Honor Medal, the first Orthodox
priest awarded the medal.
March 17 – Metropolitan Nathanael
is enthroned to the Episcopacy March
17 at Holy Trinity Cathedral in New
York and on March 25 as Metropolitan
of Chicago.
March 19 – Metropolis of Atlanta
Archons hold religious freedom banquet.
March 22 – President Trump welcomes Archbishop Demetrios and
Greek American community representatives to the White House for the signing of the Proclamation for Greek Independence Day.
April 3 – Archbishop Demetrios
hosts a gathering of more than 400 ecumenical leaders and guests at St. Sophia
Cathedral in Washington for presentations to advance efforts to end racism.
April 16 – A new site was purchased
in Connecticut for Camp St. Paul, for
$1.45 million.
April 20-22 – Metropolis of Denver
holds the inaugural Pan-Orthodox Front
Range Women’s Retreat at Holy Apostles Church in Cheyenne, Wyo.
MAY-JUNE
-Senior Archon leaders hold a religious freedom summit in New York in
support of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
-Arthur C. Anton Sr. of Boston is
named honorary chairman of the upcoming 44th Clergy-Laity Congress.
-Nicholas Anton appointed as interim director of the Archdiocese Depart-

ment of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical
and Inter-Orthodox Relations.
-The Metropolis of Chicago Board
has new members, holds its first meeting.
May 4 – Phase 1 of the investigation
into the finances and management of St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and
National Shrine has been completed,
Standing Audit Committee Chairman
Elaine Allen announced. The findings
were announced to the Archdiocesan
Council Executive Committee.
May 4 – The National Philoptochos
Feed the Hungry Program nears its goal
of distributing 1 million meals to the
needy.
May 19 – 59 seminarians graduate
at HCHC’s 76th commencement.
June 2 – St. Basil Academy in Garrison, N.Y., holds its 71st commencement. Archbishop Demetrios awarded
the Archdiocese’s highest honor, the St.
Paul Medal, to long-time trustee and
President Evelyn Tsiadis
June-8-10 – The St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival completes its
35th year.
June 26 – St. Photios National
Shrine marked the 250th anniversary of
Greek Landing Day.
JULY-AUGUST
(Note: The July-August 2018 issue
was not printed, but posted online at the
Archdiocese website).
July 1 – Interim deans named at
HCHC. Dr. Bruce Beck is interim dean
for Hellenic College and the Rev. Dr.
Thomas Fitzgerald for Holy Cross
School of Theology. In addition, the
Rev. Dr. Eugen J. Pentiuc was appointed the first Archbishop Demetrios Professor of Biblical Studies and Christian
Origins.
July 1-5 -- Delegates to the 44th
Clergy-Laity Congress in Boston spend
most of two days discussing the budget
situation at the Archdiocese, and the
status of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church and National Shrine project at
the World Trade Center that has been on
hold for close to two years. More than
1,400 Clergy-Laity and Philoptochos
delegates attend the congress.
-Delegates attend the first-of-itskind orientation at HCHC.
-During their convention that
ran concurrently with the congress,
Philoptochos delegates vote to disburse
$563,084 in grants and donations to several philanthropic causes and ministries.
July-24-26 – Archbishop Demetrios
raises the issue of religious freedom for
the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the State
Department’s Ministerial to Advance
Religious Freedom in Washington.
July 25 – The Archbishop holds a
service at the Archdiocese of victims
of the fires that engulfed part of eastern
Attica, Greece, and issues an appeal for
humanitarian aid to those affected.
-Holy Trinity Cathedral School
Board in New York, appointed George
Papayanis, former adjunct professor of
environmental science at Hellenic College and an award-winning leader in
Boston’s public school system, as the
new Head of School.
Aug. 31 – Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and Patriarch Kirill of
Moscow and All Russia meet at the
Phanar to discuss the Ukraine autocephaly issue.

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER
-Hurricane Florence strikes the Carolinas in mid-September. Greek Orthodox parishes did not experience heavy
damage or injuries.
Sept. 1-3 – Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew convenes three-day meeting of about 100 hierarchs of the throne,
including Archbishop Demetrios.
Sept. 1-3 – The Metropolis of Denver Young Adult Conference in Salt
Lake City attracts about 200 participants.
-As of Sept. 20, more than $237,000
in donations were sent to the Archdiocese for Greek fire relief efforts.
Sept. 24 – President Nicos Anastasiades of Cyprus and other government officials visit Archdiocese headquarters.
-The Orthodox Christian Mission
Center sent out its 300th short term mission team.
Oct. 2-4 - The Assembly of Bishops
of the United States held its ninth meeting.
Oct. 19 – The Archdiocesan Council at its fall meeting in New York adopted a balanced budget. At the concurrent
National Philoptochos Board meeting,
Archbishop Demetrios reappointed
Maria Logus to a third term as national
president.
Oct. 27 – The Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate bestowed their
Athenagoras Human Rights Award to
Fr. Alex Karloutsos, the Order’s spiritual advisor, and Presvytera Xanthi.
Oct. 28 – The Order of St. Andrew
inducted 27 new Archons at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral in New
York.
Oct. 31 – Archbishop Demetrios
joins other religious leaders at Park East
Synagogue in Manhattan in solidarity
with victims of the massacre at the Tree
of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh.

--Fr. Michael Johnson, associate
pastor of Assumption Church in Seattle,
retired after 45 years as an active priest.
Nov. 17 – The Direct Archdiocesan
District Philoptochos raise more than
$50,000 at their Agape Luncheon to
benefit the St. Michael’s Home Expansion Fund.
--The Archdiocese announced the
extension of the Total Commitment Prepayment Program.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
Nov 3 – Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Ukraine President Petro
Poroshenko, meet to sign an agreement
on cooperation and coordination within
the framework of the process for granting autocephaly to the unified Orthodox
Church in Ukraine.
Nov. 15 – Archbishop Demetrios
announced that Bishop Apostolos of
Medeia has been appointed as the new
chief secretary of the Holy Eparchial
Synod.
-Fr. Earl Cantos, pastor of Holy
Cross Church in Flagstaff, Ariz., was recently named as the Archdiocese youth
compliance officer.
-The Metropolis of New Jersey has
launched a Metropolis Opioid Response
Effort.
-Metropolitan Gerasimos of San
Francisco issue statements on the
California fires that had been burning
continuously since early October and
destroyed more than 640 homes, 250
commercial buildings and caused about
25 deaths, and on the mass shootings at
a night club in Thousand Oaks, Calif.,
that resulted in 13 deaths, including a
27-year-old parishioner of St. Nicholas
Church in Northridge, Telemachus Orfanos.
Nov. 12-14 – The Orthodox Christian Mission Center Board of Trustees,
adopt a new strategic plan at their meeting in St. Augustine.

MAY-JUNE
Fr. James Tavlarides – a retired
priest, died May 3 at age 94. He served
parishes in Wyoming, Arizona and California for 65 years.
Fr. James Bogdan – a retired
priest, died May 22 at age 85. He served
Holy Trinity Church in Grand Rapids,
Mich., his entire career.
Deacon John Stehling – a retired
deacon with a lay profession, died
March 22 at age 88. He served the parish
of St. Sophia in San Antonio 40 years.
Bishop Iakovos of Catania – a retired auxiliary bishop, died June 21 in
Clearwater, Fla., at age 80. After his ordination in May 1967, he served at the
Dioceses of Houston, Buenos Aires,
Charlotte and Atlanta.

Clergy Retirements

Fr. Constantine Combitsis – Jan. 1
Fr. James Doukas – Nov. 30

Passings

JANUARY-FEBRUARY
Fr. Charles Sarelis – Dec. 21 2017
at age 83. He pastored several New York
area parishes and led the rebuilding effort for St. Paraskevi Church in Greenlawn, N.Y., that was destroyed by fire.
Fr. Elias Mentis – Nov. 21, 2017
at age 97. He had served parishes in
New York, Pennsylvania, Iowa and
Maryland.
MARCH-APRIL
Presvytera Emilia Metallinos
– died Feb. 27 at age 83. She was the
wife of Fr. Peter Metallinos, who served
Cleveland-area churches.
Fr. Vasilios Stamas – a retired
priest, died March 23 at age 92. He
served parishes in Michigan until retiring in 1975.
Fr. George Arseniu – a retired
priest, died March 8 at age 93. He
served parishes in Iowa, New Mexico,
North Carolina and Virginia.
Judge Nicholas Tsoucalas – died
March 22 at age 90. He was a long-time
Archdiocesan Council member, Archon
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and noted American jurist.

JULY-AUGUST
Fr. Photios Tomarakos, a retired
priest, died July 19 at age 84. He had
served parishes in Ohio, Missouri and
Pennsylvania.
Georgia Tangires, who served Annunciation Cathedral in Baltimore for
more than six decades as a choir member, organist and director of music, died
July 21 at age 86.
Very Rev. Seraphim Poulos, who
was serving at St. Catherine Church in
Ithaca, N.Y., died at age 68 of pancreatic
cancer on July 27.
Faye Spanos, wife of Archon and
philanthropist Alex Spanos, died Aug. 7
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Metropolis News

Scholarships

Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh Blesses
New ZOE Women’s Center in Ohio

Agris Memorial Journalism
Scholarships Mark 27th Year


 from page 10

a mere idea in Paula’s mind and in her
heart and soul,” he said. “I was so grateful to God that someone was going to
look after so many unborn children.”
“ZOE for Life! is excited to offer this new opportunity for Orthodox
Christians to reach out to women in
distress due to unplanned pregnancies,”
Kappos said.
“By God’s Grace, ZOE Women’s
Center will provide the care, support

and education to empower women to
make decisions everyone can live with.”
ZOE for Life! is a non-profit
Christ-centered support organization
with three major goals: to help women
who need confidential emotional and
spiritual support during crisis pregnancies; to assist Orthodox Christians seeking to adopt; and to provide an education for pure living and other resources.
ZOE is endorsed by the Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States of America.

Obituary
Fr. James Foreso
GREENWOOD, Colo. – Fr. James
Foreso, 47, assistant priest at St. Catherine Church, died Nov. 30 after succumbing to cancer. He was born Dec.
30, 1970 in Washington.
He was suffering from cancer.
Formerly Roman Catholic, he was
chrismated into the Orthodox Church
in 2005. He graduated from George
at age 92 in Stockton, Calif.
Presvytera Margaret Orfanakos
of Wayne, N.J., who for 33 years was
the driving force as chairman of the St.
John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival,
died Aug. 13 at age 75. She was the wife
of Fr. John Orfanakos, who preceded
her in death several years ago.
John Douglas, choir director at St.
Demetrios Church in Hammond, Ind.,
for more than 60 years, and a former
Metropolis of Chicago Federation of
Church Musicians president, died Aug.
30.
Efstathios A. Sarris, a founder of
St. Photios Greek Orthodox National
Shrine in St. Augustine, Fla.
Spyro Kalos, former president of
the Direct Archdiocesan District Federation of Church Musicians, and organist
and choir member at St. John the Baptist
Church in Blue Point, N.Y., died Aug.
14.
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER
Fr. Dragan Filopovic, a retired
Serbian Orthodox priest who served as
second priest at All Saints Greek Orthodox Church in Canonsburg, Pa., died
Sept. 18 at age 73.

Mason University in Virginia in 2005
and enrolled at Holy Cross School of
Theology, graduating with an M.Div.
in 2011.
He was ordained a deacon by Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver in August
2011 and as a priest in April 2014.
He is survived by his presvytera,
Eleni, and three children: Karas, Kayla
and James.
Funeral services took place Dec. 5
at St. Catherine Church.
Alex G. Spanos, Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarch, former president of
the Archdiocesan Council, great benefactor of the Church and philanthropist,
died Oct. 9 at age 95.
Fr. Pierre Delfos, a retired priest
who served parishes in Canada and the
U.S., died Oct. 15 at age 93.
Fr. Petros Kopsahilis, a retired
priest and former chanclellor of the Metropolis of Atlanta, died Oct. 15 at age
80.
Theodoros Laliotis, an Archon,
San Francisco Metropolis Council
member and former mayor of Los Altos, Calif., died Oct. 12 at age 79.

BOSTON – The Peter Agris Memorial Journalism Scholarships recently kicked off its 27th year of providing critical financial aid to aspiring
Greek American journalists and communications specialists.
The grants are provided through
a collaboration between the Alpha
Omega Council of New England and
the Agris family. Comprised of leading professionals of Hellenic ancestry,
the Alpha Omega Council annually
honors its late founder, Peter Agris,
also the founder and publisher of
The Hellenic Chronicle, for 50 years
the premier Greek American national
English-language weekly newspaper
in this country. Agris, who died in
1989, was an Archon of the Greek Orthodox Church, a trustee of Hellenic
College/Holy Cross School of Theology, Anatolia College, The American
College of Greece and an Ahepan.
With over $585,000 provided to
117 recipients since 1993, the program
will be accepting applications through
its March 1 deadline.
Criteria include: Greek American heritage; U.S. citizenship; current
full-time enrollment as a journalism or

communications major at the graduate
or undergraduate level in an accredited college or university in the United
States; active participation in school,
community, church organizations; a
minimum of a 3.0 GPA and demonstrated financial need.   
Up to six $5,000 non-renewable
scholarships will be presented in October at the Alpha Omega Council’s
Annual Lifetime Achievement Award
Dinner, during which time a noted
individual will be recognized for contributions to Hellenic and Orthodox
ideals.
Interested candidates should visit www.alphaomegacouncil.com or
write to: The Peter Agris Memorial
Scholarships Committee, c/o Nancy
Agris Savage, 9 Nonesuch Drive,
Natick, MA 01760. Any questions
may be directed to: NancyASavage@
gmail.com.
Applications, transcripts, the required essay and any published work
that might enhance the application
must be returned by email to NancyASavage@gmail.com, or by mail to
the above address, no later than March
1, 2019.
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NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
Fr. Constantine P. Rogakos, a retired priest who served parishes in Texas
and was the only Army chaplain of the
Archdiocese when he was commissioned as a U.S. Army chaplain in 1966,
died Nov. 5 at age 86. He had served for
22 years and also had assignments in
Vietnam and West Germany.
Fr. James Foreso, of St. Catherine
parish in Greenwood Village, Colo.,
died Dec. 3 after a lengthy illness. He
was 47.
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CLERGY UPDATE
Ordinations to the Diaconate:
Siskos, Christian, by Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago;
Church of the Holy TaxiarhaiSt. Haralambos, Niles, Ill.,
11/8/18
Karantonis, Nektarios (formerly Evangelos) - Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago, St.
Nektarios Church, Palatine, Ill.,
11/09/18
Damaskos, William - Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, Holy
Trinity Church, Charleston,
S.C., 12/30/18

Metropolis News

Fr. Peter Balkas, St. George
Church, Clifton, N.J., 01/15/19
Fr. Christos Mihalopoulos, St.
Nektarios Church, Palatine, Ill.,
01/15/19
Appointments:
Bishop Apostolos of Medeia –
Chief Secretary of Holy Eparchial Synod 11/15/18
Bishop Sevastianos of Zyla –
Auxiliary Bishop of Metropolis
of Atlanta 12/01/18

Offikia:
Fr. Sava Leida – Office of
Ordinations to the Priesthood: Protopresbyter bestowed by
Dn. Nicholas Pappas – MetroMetropolitan Isaiah of Denver
politan Evengelos of New Jer10/07/18
sey, St. George Church, Media, Fr. Perikles Kallis – Office of
Pa., 11/11/18
Economos bestowed by ArchDn. Aaron Gilbert – Metropoli- bishop Demetrios 11/18/18
tan Savas of Pittsburgh, Holy
Fr. George Livaditis – Office of
Trinity Cathedral, Camp Hill,
Economos bestowed by ArchPa., 12/01/18
bishop Demetrios 12/02/18
Dn. Christos Avramopoulos
Fr. Aristidis Garinis – Office of
– Metropolitan Nathanael of
Economos bestowed by ArchChicago, Sts. Constantine &
bishop Demetrios 12/06/18
Helen Church, Palos Hills, Ill.,
Fr. Stephen Bithos – Office of
12/19/18
Protopresbyter, bestowed by
Metropolitan Nathanael of ChiElevation to Archdeacon:
cago 06/03/18
Dn. Vasilios Smith - Metropoli- Fr. Nicholas Georgiou – Office
tan Nathanael of Chicago, Holy of Economos, bestowed by MetApostles Church, Westchester,
ropolitan Nathanael of Chicago
Ill.,11/04/18
06/10/18
Fr. Andreas Karamitos – Office
Assignments:
of Protopresbyter, bestowed
Dn. Konstantinos Koutrouby Metropolitan Nathanael of
bas, Sts. Constantine & Helen
Chicago 06/10/18
Church, Reading, Pa., 10/28/18
Fr. Dimitrios Ntovas, St. Basil
Retired Clergy:
the Great Church, Houston,
Fr. Evangelos Georgiadis
12/13/18
10/01/18
Fr. Anastasios Athanasiou, Holy Fr. Thomas Pappalas 01/01/19
Trinity Church, Ambridge, Pa.,
01/01/19
Medical Leave:
Fr. Theodore Dorrance, MeFr. Emmanuel Lillios 12/31/18
tropolis of Denver, Denver,
01/01/19
Clergy Deaths:
Fr. Andrew Lentz, St. Demetrios Fr. Christ Selimos 12/22/18
Church, Rocky River, Ohio
01/01/19
Receptions:
Fr. Angelo Artemas, St. John the Fr. Dimitrios Ntovas / Dec. 12,
Theologian Cathedral, Tenafly,
2018 (from the Metropolis of
N.J., 01/15/19
Mexico)
Fr. Christos Avramopoulos
– Sts. Constantine & Helen
Parish Status Change:
Church, Palos Hills, Ill.,
Holy Trinity Church, Indianapo01/15/19
lis – to Holy Trinity Cathedral

Goyans Visit St. Michael’s
GOYA members (above) of St. Demetrios Church in Merrick, N.Y., recently traveled to St. Michael’s Home at its current location in Yonkers in Upstate New York
during their Christmas break where they visited with residents and performed several Greek dances for them. The trip was part of their community service projects,
which included a visit to the Ronald McDonald House. (Below) Parish priest Fr.
Nikiforos Fakinos, Presvytera Chrissy and daughter Katerina speak with several
residents. In the near future, St. Michael’s will relocate to a larger facility on Long
Island that will be able to accommodate more residents and offer a wider range of
services. (Photos courtesy of Sylvana Karantenislis)

GOA/D.Panagos photos
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Encyclical

Greece: Church-State issue

Feast of the Three Hierarchs Greeks Oppose Church-State Split
and Greek Letters Day
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs,
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and
Members of the Parish Councils of
the Greek Orthodox Communities, the
Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon,
and Church Schools, the Philoptochos
Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic
Organizations, and the entire Greek
Orthodox Family in America
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
We give glory and thanksgiving
to God on this blessed commemoration as we honor the memory of three
holy luminaries who continue to guide
and inspire us through the wisdom of
their teaching and the sanctity of their
lives. Basil the Great, Gregory the
Theologian, and John Chrysostom,
recognized in the tradition of our faith
as the Three Great Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers, offer to us through
the witness of their lives beautiful
examples of commitment to God and
service to Him and others through the
power of His divine love. Through
their work as pastors and faithful
stewards of the people of God, they
are true images of the grace revealed
to us by Christ. As skilled and prayerful theologians, they show us that the
path of faith and truth is followed by
those who are transformed by God’s
love and offer it to others.
The Three Hierarchs understood
and experienced the love of God as
revealed in Christ, and this love was
the foundation of their service and
teaching. In advancing and applying
the work of earlier theologians and
defenders of the Christian faith, they
often used the word philanthropia to
express the relationship of God’s love
for us to our calling to show this love
in our response to the needs of others.
Basil the Great uses the word philanthropia when speaking of God’s revelation through Christ, “Shall it strike
us with amazement at the mighty power and love to humankind of the Savior, in that He both endured to suffer
with us in our infirmities and was able
to come down to our weaknesses” so
that He might end our “conflict with
death” and give us “freedom from suffering.” (On the Spirit)
Gregory the Theologian addresses the love of God for us throughout
many of his writings, and he expresses
the meaning of philanthropia as the
“manifold love of God toward humankind” in following the use of the
word by the Apostle Paul in his letter
to Titus. In his exhortation Paul states,
But when the goodness and lovingkindness of God appeared, He saved
us, not because of deeds done by us in
righteousness, but in virtue of His own
mercy…which He poured out upon us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior
so that we might be justified by His
grace and become heirs in hope of
eternal life. (Titus 3:4-7)
For the Three Hierarchs the
revelation of the abundant and

saving love of God through Christ
and His love for humankind was the
foundation of our love for others. The
grace revealed should be known and
expressed through our response in
love to the needs of our fellow human
beings. St. John Chrysostom also
used the word philanthropia to express
this essential truth of our faith. At the
conclusion of many of his homilies,
he exhorted his hearers to be filled
with the “grace and love for humanity of Jesus Christ.” Chrysostom also
shared with his other contemporaries
the understanding that our philanthropia is our response to the grace of God
expressed through our worship and
through the Holy Eucharist.   As our
worship is an expression of love, and
as through the Eucharist we receive
the love of God, that love guides us
to confirm our shared humanity and
respond to the poor, the sick, and any
who have need. For Chrysostom,
just as the love of God for us has no
boundaries, our philanthropia should
be unlimited.
The use of the word philanthropia
by the Three Great Hierarchs affirms
another aspect of our commemoration of this day. Our tradition is to
join the feast of these Saints with the
celebration of Greek Letters Day in
recognition of the rich and beautiful
connections between our Orthodox
faith and our Hellenic heritage. This
relationship is deep and meaningful in
so many ways, especially in language.
Philanthropia in ancient Greek culture
was seen as a primary virtue of rulers,
embodying the expression of benevolence and kindness to their subjects.
Following its use by the Apostle Paul,
the word was applied by Christian
theologians, and as seen above, by the
Three Hierarchs to describe both the
love of God for humanity and the love
we should also have and share for humanity. On this day of Greek Letters,
we have before us a beautiful example
of how language and its application
can expand the meaning of our faith
and broaden our understanding of our
relationship with God and our calling
to be witnesses of His Grace.
In our celebration of this Feast
of the Three Hierarchs and our observance of Greek Letters Day, let us
be thankful for the relationship of our
faith and heritage and the multitude of
connections that we see and experience. In our philanthropia toward others, may we continue to share this relationship as we engage and understand
our human experience and purpose,
and especially as we are witnesses of
God’s limitless and transforming love
that is offered to each and every human being.
With paternal love in Christ,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

By NIKOLIA APOSTOLOU
c. 2019 Religion News Service

ATHENS, Greece (RNS) — The
government of Greece and the Orthodox
Church may be headed for breakup under a historic deal negotiated in secret between Archbishop Ieronymos and Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras.
The country’s parliament is expected
to vote on an agreement in February to
make the state co-owner of church property, giving it the right to lease unused
properties. Proceeds from those leases
would be divided between the church and
government.
The agreement also opens the way
for the next parliament to revise its constitution to make the Greek state neutral
toward religion, ending the primacy of
Greek Orthodoxy in the country’s constitution. Elections for the next parliament
must occur by late October.
Most importantly, the pact would
strip the country’s 8,000 clergy of their
status as civil servants. Many clergy are
not happy about it.
“Orthodoxy was sold out,” Metropolitan Amvrosios of Kalavryta, one of
the fiercest critics of the deal, wrote in
an open letter last month. “We’re going
to lose whatever is left of the ecclesiastical estate. Greek Orthodox clergy should
rebel.”
Priests have held vigils, threatened to
excommunicate the prime minister and
promised to exhort voters to abandon his
left-wing Syriza party since the agreement was announced Nov. 6.
“There have been intense reactions,”
said Sotiris Mitralexis, a philosophy instructor at the University of Athens who
is an expert in church-state relations in
Greece. “But for any objective observer
the agreement is mutually beneficial.”
Recently, seeking to quell unrest,
the government agreed to continue talks
with the church. The synod appointed a
commission to study the legislation that
would seal the deal. If the agreement is
approved, the government would set up
a fund to pay current priests’ salaries —
estimated at $230 million a year — while
the church would pick up the tab for new
priests. As the church’s 8,000 clergy retire, the church will incur the expenses of
their replacements.
The deal comes as the Greek government has been reeling from a financial
crisis that has forced Tsipras to raise taxes
and cut spending for almost a decade, impoverishing millions.
The deal protects the church from
more draconian cuts later in the event of
a new crisis, Mitralexis said.
He believes many clergymen don’t
understand their Church’s finances.
“They believe they’re secured right
now, even though under the current status any future government could stop
their payroll at any time,” Mitralexis said.
“There’s also a Pavlovian response from
the clergy toward the government. They
believe Tsipras is out to get them.”
Conservatives have criticized Tsipras for his lack of faith.
A nonbeliever, he opted for a cohabitation agreement rather than a religious
wedding with his partner, Betty Baziana.
Greece is the second most religious
country in the European Union, after
Romania, according to a Pew Research
Center report published last month. According to the report, 55 percent of the
country’s citizens say religion is very important in their lives.
Greeks have reacted angrily to

changes in the relationship between the
church and state in the past.
In 2000, a million demonstrators
took to the streets to protest the state’s
decision to stop listing citizens’ religion
on their state-issued IDs. Despite the protests, the decision still stands.
The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Bartholomew, the foremost
leader in the Eastern Christian church,
also reacted negatively to the proposed
church-state split in Greece.
The Ecumenical Patriarch said the
deal will result in the abolition of religious holidays, allowing other doctrines
to be taught in religion class in Greek
schools and the removal of religious
symbols from public buildings, including
schools and courts. But those provisions
are not in the deal, say its advocates.
While Archbishop Ieronymos is preeminent in the Greek Orthodox Church,
power technically is dispersed among his
and four other jurisdictions in the country.
Other bishops oversee Northern Greece,
the Archdiocese of Crete and the Church
of the Dodecanese Islands. The monasteries of Mount Athos, meanwhile, report
directly to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople.
On Dec. 10, the Holy Provincial
Synod of Crete decided it disagreed with
the Tsipras-Ieronymos deal, especially
with the change of status of the clergy
and the use of the term “religious neutrality” in the constitution.
The Cretan Synod in an announcement said the deal “will result in the
Greek society’s loss of its Greek-Orthodox traditions … [and] will result in the
extinction of the Orthodox Church from
the public space.”
But Tsipras isn’t backing down.
“We made a first historical step with
this deal,” he said last month during a
speech in the parliament. “We already
knew the obstacles and the impediments
that might appear in our way. We’re not
going to back down. We’ll continue the
dialogue, in a climate of mutual respect
and understanding, in order to solve a
chronic issue for the benefit of all parties.” Ieronymos, on the other hand, has
been quiet since he announced the deal
with Tsipras. When he announced the
deal, however, Ieronymos said it would
protect the church in the long run from
politics.
“The church has the economic opportunity to become free and acquire its
autonomy,” he said in November.
Experts said both sides have been intervening in each other’s affairs for centuries. The government has repeatedly
confiscated church property.
In 2016, Tsipras forced Minister of
Education Nikos Filis to step down under
pressure from the church after Filis proposed reducing the focus on Orthodox
doctrines in school religion classes.
“Greece didn’t go through the dramatic and bloody European religious
wars in the 16th and 17th century that
led other Western European countries to
a better distinction of church and state,”
said Penelope Foundethaki, a constitutional law professor at Panteion University in Athens.
But Foundethaki says the distinction will be incomplete if the Church of
Greece and the monasteries don’t change
their status from public entities to private
entities.
“This means that all internal church
matters will continue to be decided at
Greece’s Higher Court, which means that
the church’s autonomy isn’t ensured.”
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Attack on the Faith

Contemporary Issues
Opioid Crisis: A Personal Perspective
Thank you for sharing the very
timely and important article, The Opioid
Pandemic, by John Athanasatos. Much
truth was spoken in regards to this crisis. Yes, it is pervasive. Yes, we have
all been touched in one way or another.
And yes, opioids are formulated in such
a way that the very medications that are
prescribed to manage pain are addictive.
The suggestions are also worthy,
that we should have discussions, support groups, and reach out to not only
our own parishes, but beyond the doors
of our churches, because indeed, we are
called as Orthodox Christians to minister to the suffering. However, I would
like to add a few insights. As someone
who has been on the front lines of this
crisis, not as a medical professional, but
as a patient, it is our voices that need to
be heard, it is our voices that can give the
greatest testimony. Why? Because we
are the ones who have ridden the broken
pain train of the medical establishment.
We are the ones who been relegated to
the elusive “pain management” when
all medical treatments and procedures
have either failed or reached their logical end. We are the ones who had to
learn to navigate a system as our own
advocate, needing support and comfort and many times being denied basic
compassion. We are the ones who are
prescribed opioids as treatment which is
in fact not a reasonable or healing treatment, but a very dangerous mask upon
our symptoms.
Our public perception of those who
suffer, whether it be from a response to
an accident, injury, or disease, or whether it be because someone made a conscious choice to experiment with drugs,
must be the same: mercy. Mercy, undying mercy and compassion. Even the
language of addiction must evolve. We
are not “addicts”. We are people who
developed an addiction to medication.
We are whole beings and should not be
labeled or categorized. It only adds to
desensitize our understanding of pain.
Let us use the language of “drug dependence”.
I am one of the fortunate ones. I
was injured two years ago and, after
two years of failed treatments and procedures, was released to “pain management,” in other words – medications,
including narcotics.
Had it not been for my deep faith
and prayer life, I too, would be a statistic, most likely suffering with opioid

dependence or worse. In fact, I avoid
all opioids and most medications. My
suffering and pain became the door to
open my heart and life to a deeper understanding of the pain that others carry.
And I have gained an education in nutrition and alternative healthcare that
I would have never perhaps explored
so comprehensively. I also presented a
paper on my journey in caring for others and my own personal passage at the
OCAMPR (Orthodox Christian Association of Medicine, Psychology, and Religion) conference in November 2018,
in Somerset, N.J., Caregiving as Soul
work: The Gift of Mercy.
We can no longer sit on the sidelines, comforted by the fact, that it is
not us. Yes it is us. We are our brother’s
keeper, but at an even deeper level, we
are our brother – and our brother and
sister at their most tragic suffering is
the reflection of our Lord. We are not
only bound to be compassionate as fellow human beings, we are instructed to
do so in scripture, particularly Matthew
25:35, when we serve those who suffer,
we serve our Lord.
I had a dear friend, a fellow classmate, and former coworker, who overdosed on heroin. She was a beautiful
and accomplished young woman with
three children. Her addiction rose as a
result of trying to deal with an injury
and the resulting pain. We say that we
are fighting the enemy, which is drug
addiction. No, we are fighting a much
larger enemy, the darkness, the adverse
powers that seek to break our spirit and
destroy our light. This is warfare. And
we must use the tools of spiritual warfare to battle this enemy.
Instead of judging each other –
which usually serves as a means to protect ourselves from believing these tragedies could ever befall us, let us respond
with grace. Suffering is holy, sacred
space. And serving those who suffer is
among our most important callings as
Christians. I knew this before my injury
and life of chronic pain. Strength and
wisdom are the fruits of being forged
in the fire, melded and remolded. But,
now, now it is my testimony. Now, it has
served as a powerful door of transformation and healing, for when we travel
through our darkest caves with Christ
by our side, and the holy spirit within,
we can only emerge living a life for His
glory.
Jackie Morfessis is an educator and
active in prison ministry for many years.
morfesis@yahoo.com

the monuments belonging to the Church
of Cyprus, but also extends to religious
monuments belonging to the Orthodox
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and to the Armenian, Maronite and Catholic Churches of Cyprus, as for example the Armenian Monastery Sourp Magar in Halefka
and the Maronite Monastery of Prophet
Elias in Skylloura.”
A 2017 article for Artnet, detailing atrocities committed by the Islamic
State (ISIS) against relics in museums,
mosques, churches and archaeological
sites in Syria and Iraq, says that “UNESCO considers the intentional destruction
of cultural heritage a war crime.”

Meanwhile, Turkey -- which has
been committing the intentional destruction of occupied Cyprus’s cultural
heritage for more than four decades -remains a member of NATO and a candidate for membership in the European
Union.
This is a situation that the West
must force Turkey to address -- and not
only when an individual piece of looted
art, such as the mosaic of Saint Mark,
happens to be rescued.
Uzay Bulut, a Turkish journalist, is
a Distinguished Senior Fellow at Gatestone Institute. She is currently based in
Washington D.C.

By Jackie Morfesis

Turkey Wipes Out the Christian
Culture of Occupied Cyprus

by Uzay Bulut

“Turkey has been committing two
major international crimes against Cyprus. It has invaded and divided a small,
weak but modern and independent European state... Turkey has also changed
the demographic character of the island
and has devoted itself to the systematic destruction and obliteration of the
cultural heritage of the areas under its
military control.” — from “The Loss of
a Civilization: Destruction of cultural
heritage in occupied Cyprus.”
“More than 550 Greek Orthodox
churches, chapels and monasteries located in towns and villages of the occupied
areas, have been pillaged, deliberately
vandalized and, in some cases, demolished. Many Christian places of worship have been converted into mosques,
depots of the Turkish army, stockyards
and hay barns.” — Cyprus Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.
“UNESCO considers the intentional destruction of cultural heritage a war
crime.” — Artnet News, 2017.
A sixth-century mosaic of St. Mark,
stolen from a church after Turkey’s
military invaded Cyprus in 1974, was
recently recovered in a Monaco apartment and returned to Cypriot officials.
The ancient masterpiece was described
by Arthur Brand, the Dutch investigator
who located it, as “one of the last and
most beautiful examples of art from the
early Byzantine era.”
Many other cultural Cypriot relics, from churches and other sites, were
stolen from Cyprus by Turkish invaders and smuggled abroad. Some were
recovered and returned in the past. In
1989, mosaics stolen from the Church
of Panagia Kanakaria, discovered in the
United States, were returned to Cyprus.
In the summer of 1974, Turkey
mounted two major military campaigns
against Cyprus and occupied the northern part of the island (which Turkey now
calls the “Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus,” recognized only by Turkey).
Since the Turkish invasion, much information has emerged not only about the
atrocities committed against the Cypriots, but also of the destruction of historic, cultural and religious monuments.
According to a 2012 report, “The
Loss of a Civilization: Destruction of
cultural heritage in occupied Cyprus”:
“Turkey has been committing two
major international crimes against Cyprus. It has invaded and divided a small,
weak but modern and independent European state (since May 1, 2004 the Re-

public of Cyprus has been a member of
the EU); Turkey has also changed the
demographic character of the island and
has devoted itself to the systematic destruction and obliteration of the cultural
heritage of the areas under its military
control...
“This is one of the most tragic aspects of the Cyprus problem and is also
clear proof of the determination of Ankara to ‘Turkify’ the occupied area and
to maintain a permanent presence in
Cyprus.
“The occupying power and its puppet regime, from 1974 until today, have
been working methodically to erase everything that is Greek and/or Christian
from occupied Cyprus...”
A 2015 United States Library of
Congress report confirmed the report:
“Foreign archaeological teams that
were engaged in excavations in Cyprus
were forced to discontinue their work
after the 1974 events. Their valuable
findings have been looted and the teams
have not been able to return and resume
their excavations.
“According to some estimates,
through illegal excavations in the northern part of Cyprus, more than 60,000
Cypriot artifacts have been stolen and
exported abroad to be sold in auction
houses or by art dealers. The example
of an ancient site dating from Neolithic
times at the Cape of St. Andreas illustrates this point. The site, which had already been excavated under the aegis of
the Department of Archaeology prior to
1974, was later damaged by the Turkish
armed forces during the installation and
hoisting of the flags of Turkey and the
‘TRNC [Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus].’”
In 2016, a report by the Cypriot
Ministry of Foreign Affairs noted that:
“More than 550 Greek Orthodox
churches, chapels and monasteries located in towns and villages of the occupied
areas, have been pillaged, deliberately
vandalized and, in some cases, demolished. Many Christian places of worship
have been converted into mosques, depots of the Turkish army, stockyards and
hay barns. This fact clearly proves that
the religious heritage in the occupied areas has been the target of the occupation
regime as part of its policy to eradicate
the cultural character of the area. Moreover, important cultural monuments and
places of worship continue to be completely inaccessible because they are located within the ‘military zones’ of the
Turkish occupation army...
“The destruction is not limited to
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Family Connections
Experiencing Great Lent as a Couple
By Fr. Nicholas Verdaris

Orthodox Christians around the
world are embarking upon the spiritual journey of Great and Holy Lent,
a time that encourages all people to
renew, refresh and rediscover their life
in Christ. But as this blessed season
begins to unfold in earnest, it is important to correct the misconception of
the practice and experience of Lent as
a lonely or solitary journey. This important clarification applies especially
to those in the community of marriage.
For although no one can do the work
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving for
another, when the two are made one
within the sacrament of marriage, the
grace of God blesses and transforms
every aspect of their shared life. The
transcendent and sanctified reality of
marriage obligates husbands and wives
to actively contribute and support one
another’s spiritual growth and edification. There is no better time to express
and expand on this blessed truth than
during the Lenten season. Simply put,
because the state of marriage is a living
icon of faith in Christ, Great Lent offers a golden opportunity for a couple
to grow and shine to the glory of God.
And make no mistake, this potential
exists as much for the inter-Christian
couple as for an Orthodox Christian
couple; despite limits to what an interChristian couple may sacramentally
participate in together, the possibilities for spiritual growth and dynamism
during Great Lent remain limitless.
Rather than approaching the manner and means of pursuing the spiritual
practices of Lent by one’s self, a married couple should pursue a broader
paradigm. As icons of Christ in the
world, husbands and wives have the
unique and sacred opportunity during
Great Lent to help one another refocus
their shared life toward God. Working

together to embrace the faithful labors
of Lent does not alleviate a person’s
individual spiritual responsibilities any
more than anyone’s Lenten labors can
repay or match Christ’s profound love
and sacrifice for mankind. Instead, a
Christian couple should cooperatively
transform the daily and practical operation of their shared married life to directly experience Christ in their midst.
A wise priest once noted, as a
stool has 3 legs to remain upright, so
too does our life in Christ stand on the
pillars of prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Nevertheless, people sometimes
regard these basic columns of faith in
terms that inadvertently make them aspirational rather than practical, confusing rather than clear and arbitrary rather than universal. In reality these three
basic pillars of Great Lent can neither
be detached nor deferred. A couple
cannot postpone their Lenten labor any
more than a wife can pray in lieu of her
husband or a husband can fast in place
of his wife. Instead, a married couple
must contribute toward an atmosphere
within their marriage whereby they
support and encourage one another to
personally and collectively observe all
three fundamental responsibilities of
Great Lent.
Life has so many demands and so
many distractions that without wellestablished and clear objectives even
the noblest of intentions may be lost to
the cacophony of living in the twentyfirst century. So it is a good idea for
husbands and wives to sit down and
honestly map out a daily practice of
prayer, fasting and almsgiving that begins on Clean Monday and culminates
with the celebration of Christ’s glorious Resurrection. On the surface the
notion of creating a shared and specific Lenten plan may sound a bit too involved, a bit too regimented or a bit too
obvious. But by setting up a detailed

The Purpose of Great Lent
Let us stress once more that the
purpose of Lent is not to force on us a
few formal obligations, but to “soften”
our heart so that it may open itself to the
realities of the spirit, to experience the
hidden “thirst and hunger” for communion with God … We understand that it
is simply impossible to pass from our
normal state of mind made up almost
entirely of fuss, rush, and care, into this

new one without first “quieting down,”
without restoring in ourselves a measure
of inner stability. This is why those who
think of church services only in terms
of “obligations,” who always inquire
about the required minimum … can
never understand the true nature of worship which is to take us into a different
world—that of God’s presence! —Fr.
Alexander Schmemann, Great Lent

Family Matters
Family Matters is a podcast produced by Fr. Alex Goussetis, the Director of the Center for Family Care,
and features interviews, reflections,
book reviews, and narratives to encourage dialogue and strengthen families. You can listen to the it at www.
ancientfaith.com/podcasts/familymatters. Recent episodes include:
Observations from a Family Attorney – Fr. Alex interviews Angela
Kusturiss on issues relating to separation and divorce and the overall im-

pact on couples, children, and family
members.
Parenting: Two Becoming One –
Fr. Alex speaks with Paul and Cindy
Karos on helping parents to work
together on prioritizing the goals of
leading (and keeping) their children
focused on Christ.
Marriage Maintenance – Fr. Alex
speaks with Fr. Leonard Herrem, a
trained marriage and family therapist,
on a framework for maintaining a
healthy marriage relationship.

spiritual plan of action for each day of
Lent centered on prayer, fasting and
almsgiving, a spirit of encouragement
and accountability is infused within
a couple’s entire Lenten journey. It
is never enough to simply “want” to
pray, fast and give alms every day of
Lent; a couple must determine exactly
how they will pray, fast and give alms
for forty days. A couple that together
sets up a defined Lenten action plan
grounded in accountability and mutual
support will move their Lent journey
from a noble aim to a reality.
Every married couple would do
well to take to heart the clarion call recorded in the book of Joshua (24:15):
“as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.” Great Lent is a perfect opportunity to transform these
words into a way of life, together. A
couple that decides to embrace a clear
and broad practice of fasting for forty
days, not because it might simply be
healthy or wise, but because such an
effort breathes life to the principal “as
for me and my house, we will serve
the Lord,” will never be disappointed.
When spouses encourage one another
to collectively adjust or change their
daily life in word and in deed, the essential nature of fasting not only takes
root but bears spiritual fruit.
A Christian couple that deliberately finds ways to love and honor the
Lord through charitable gifts and deeds
will make the declaration “as for me
and my house, we will serve the Lord”
a transformative and practical reality.

For with a frank analysis and application of personal and mutual gifts,
spouses help each other develop a
broader spirit of charity within themselves, their marriage and their corner
of the world.
And when a couple cooperatively
develops ways to expand their prayer
and worship life, based on the principal “as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord,” they will without
question draw closer to God and one
another. Making time to pray personally, as a couple and within the worshiping Church has never failed anyone,
anywhere, ever.
The Holy Orthodox Church invites every man, woman and child to
reorientate their life in anticipation of
celebrating the Holy Resurrection of
our Lord and Savior.
And within this universal calling,
husbands and wives are invited to embrace, employ and enjoy the noble nature of their union this Great Lent so
as to spiritually encounter the Risen
Lord, together.
Now is the time for spouses to
work mutually to create a plan centered on prayer, fasting and almsgiving
that helps make the forthcoming days
of Great Lent holy and great. By pursuing the spiritual journey of Lent with
fervor, faith and love, every husband
and wife will ultimately behold the
glory of God, together.
Fr. Nicholas Verdaris, DMin, is
parish priest of Annunciation Church
in Little Rock, Ark.

Did you Watch?
Healthy Fasting: A Practice for All
Ages
Fasting, as we know, is an ancient
spiritual discipline—a basic exercise
intended to remind us of our dependence upon God. Throughout the year,
the Church calendar instructs us to abstain from certain foods on prescribed
days or extended periods as a means of
focus. Fasting, however, is much more
than the mere elimination of foods for
a time; it shouldn’t be undertaken apart
from its other spiritual aspects—namely in regard to increases in prayer and
almsgiving. And Orthodox Christians
of all ages can fast as they are able.
In the webinar “Healthy Fasting:

A Practice for All Ages” Rita Madden
(MPH, RDN) connects the physical and
spiritual elements of fasting for contemporary life by appealing to what the
Church has always understood—our
physical fast supports godly thoughts,
words, and actions.
And nutrition doesn’t have to be
compromised! With the Christmas
Fast approaching, the Church offers
an opportunity to redirect us to higher
priorities— to embark upon a blessed
“journey” with our families and communities toward the Nativity of Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! To watch
the webinar visit www.family.goarch.
org.

Family Connections

is a ministry of the Center for Family Care of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
For more information about the Center’s
Ministries please contact: Phone (646) 519-6695
E-mail: familycare@goarch.org
Website: www.family.goarch.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/center for Family Care
The Center for Family Care was established with a major grant from the

Archbishop Iakovos

Leadership 100 Endowment Fund Inc.
We are grateful for its support
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OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS
We are a loving couple from NY
hoping to adopt.
If you know anyone pregnant
or open to adoption
please feel free to contact us.

ΖΗΤΩ ΝΑ ΑΓΟΡΑΣΩ
Σε οποιαδήποτε κατάσταση μονοκατοικία,
διαμέρισμα, μεζονέτα ή οικόπεδο.
Κατά προτίμηση σε νησιά, Αθήνα και
προάστια, σε ακτίνα 100 χιλιομέτρων.
Ανταλλάσσεται/Πωλείται σπίτι με οικόπεδο
και χωριστό άλλο οικόπεδο,
7 λεπτά από την παραλία Αλυκές
Ζακύνθου (704) 502-9734

E-mail: billyvaiaadopt@gmail.com
Text: 718-877-7878
Website: www.billyvaiaadopt.com
Instagram: billyvaiaadopt

LOOKING TO BUY
In any condition, house, apartment,
maisonette or plot. Preferably in islands,
Athens and suburbs up to 100 Km radius.
Also, for sale or trade house with plot and
another separate plot, located
7 minutes fromAlikes beach
in Zakynthos (704) 502-9734

Dimitrios

Photography & Video

New Retail website

To Purchase Photos from all events visit
www.panagos.com
Yo u c a n f i n d u s o n F a c e b o o k

CALL NOW (516) 931-2333
MAJESTYK
Live Greek Music
For Any Occasion.
We travel !
Dr. Bouzouki (216) 470 4251
Thanasis (216) 310 4707

TRANSLATIONS - ALL MAJOR
LANGUAGES AND GREEK
If you’re looking for:
- Professional, accurate, certified and
reasonably priced translations
- Greek power of attorney and certificate
translations
- Help w/Dual Citizenship Applications and
US Immigration Matters
Call 1-844 954 6467 or
email: info@worldlingos.com

Advertisement Disclaimer
• Accounting & Tax
Consulting
• Greek Public Pension
• Legal Affairs
• Notarization

• Property Management
• Real Estate & Civil
Engineering
• Citizenship & Passport
• Golden Visa Program

ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise specifically indicated.
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has no affiliation with any of the organizations/companies/
advertisers, listed in, described on or printed, and it makes no representations or
warranties whatsoever with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize, revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time for any reason.
Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and content of their ads. The
ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any damages arising out of errors or
omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be held liable for any damages of
any kind relating to any ad.

Greek American Cooking
Order by check with the order form and send it to:
St. George Philoptochos Society
1033 West Park Ave.
Ocean, NJ 07712

or call Errie at 732.241.0091 or
Email: philoptochos.mail@philoptochosoceannj.org
Compiled and published
by St. George Philoptochos
of Asbury Park/ Ocean, NJ.

Greek & American
specialties from
members and friends.

PRICE PER BOOK IS $25 PLUS $5 SHIPPING

PURCHASE YOUR COPY OF OUR COOKBOOK AND SUPPORT THE WORK OF PHILOPTOCHOS.

Yes, I want to order _____ copies
Price per book is $25 plus $5 shipping

I authorize St. George Philoptochos Society to charge my:
Exp. date: ______

Card # ____________________________ CSC: ______
Name on Card: _________________________________

Name: _________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
City: _________________ State:______ Zip: _________
Phone: ________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS
1) Conventional photographs
We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed on photographic paper. Photographs
should be sharp and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either Inkjet or Laser and
photocopies or clippings of previously published photos are NOT accepted.
2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the following specifications:
• Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels,
digital cameras should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you scan a standard
photograph -usually 4x6”- use a minimum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own
photos, send the actual photo.)
• File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better
quality)
• Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
• Image files placed within any word-processing file or any other application are not
accepted.
• Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be
returned)
• E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject line write only the word “photos”
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and do not include them in the body of the
e-mail or they will not be usable.
3) Please include information about the photo(s); place, time and event as
well as the names of all persons shown, left to right.
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In The Now

National Ministries - Dept. of Youth and Young Adults

How Can We Keep Our Young People
Interested in the Church: Part 1
By Steven Christoforou

I’m sure you know one.
A person who grew up Orthodox
and no longer identifies as Orthodox.
In fact, I’m confident you know far
more than just one.
Most of the people I grew up with
fall into this category.
And, if we don’t change the way we
do ministry, we’ll see far more young
people fall away from the Church in the
years ahead.
So what can we do?
This is a big question.
A Young Adult’s Story
First, meet Catherine.
Catherine is a young adult who
I met a few years ago. She’s what we
often call “cradle Orthodox.” She grew
up in the Church. She was raised within
the Church.
In fact, she was probably more active in the Church than most people I
know. And yet, today, she’s struggling
to identify as Orthodox.
So what happened?
When she was a kid, Catherine
was involved in everything. She attended youth group and Sunday School.
She was a member of the parish dance
troupe and on the roster of several parish sports teams. She was at the parish
more evenings than she wasn’t.
And all that changed when she
graduated high school...
Catherine went from being involved in everything to being involved
in nothing. After a few years of being
completely estranged from the Church,
I met her as she was deciding whether
she could come back.
She was looking for a new young
adult group to join, something to take
the place of her old youth group.
And I realized that this pursuit reflected a deep problem in Catherine’s
life, a problem that stems from the way
we’ve been doing ministry.
You see, Catherine wasn’t really
looking to reconnect with the Church,
the mystical Body of Christ. She was
looking to join a new group.
Why is that troubling?
Because Catherine was looking to
join yet another group for one simple
reason: she never felt like she was truly
a member of the Church. In fact, being
a part of the Church wasn’t even on her
radar.

How Big is the Problem?
In the United States, a nationwide
study by the Barna Group found that
about 60 percent of young Christians
fall away from the tradition that raised
them. While we lack similar data focused specifically on the Orthodox
Church, the numbers that we do have
aren’t encouraging...
In 2010, the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops conducted
the first ever census of Orthodox
Christians in the United States. I
actually participated in this project, and
contacted every parish in the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
The census found that there
were 799,400 Orthodox Christians in
the USA.
In the early part of the twentieth
century, the Christian Herald newspaper used to publish population data for
various Christian groups in the United
States. The last time they included the
Orthodox Church in such a study was
in 1947, when they reported that there
were 702,273 Orthodox Christians in
the United States.
If we accept these numbers, that
means that the population of the Orthodox Church in the US rose 14 percent
over about six decades.
Not too bad, right?
Unfortunately, in the same period, the total US population more than
doubled. And based on what I’ve seen
growing up in the Church, and conversations I’ve had with Orthodox Christians across the country, none of this is
surprising.
After all, about 90 percent of the
young people I grew up with have
fallen away from the Church.
I know this is anecdotal, but it’s
unfortunately not surprising, nor is it
unique. In fact, when I share this number, people tend to report that they’ve
experienced similar loss in their own
communities. While the Orthodox
Church may not be able to quantify the
problem as precisely as the Barna Group
did, the little data that we do have seems
to reinforce the experience of so many
ministry leaders: young people are falling away from the Church at an unsustainable rate.
But Exodus Isn’t the Complete Story
While we need to be honest about
just how widespread this problem of
disengagement has become, we can also

be reassured that it’s not the whole story.
Many parishes in the United States welcome new converts to the Church every
year.
According to most reports, a significant portion of this group (maybe even
the majority) are young adults.
And this actually fits with some of
the data that the Pew Research Center
has discovered: namely, that the Orthodox Church tends to skew younger than other Christian groups in the
United States. I’ve personally corresponded with, and met in person, dozens of these young adults in the last few
years. When I lead young adult events
across the country, a significant number
of self-identified converts are always in
attendance.
And these converts include teenagers as well. In fact, while leading a
retreat, I recently met a high school senior who is in the process of entering
the Church. And I’ve heard from people even younger than that who, after
watching the videos Y2AM produces
and experiencing the beauty of the Divine Liturgy, took the incredible step of
becoming Orthodox Christians.
So, while a substantial number of
young people are falling away from the
Church, an impressive number are entering at the same time.
Why?
Why Some Leave (and Others Join)
The National Study of Youth and
Religion suggests that there are three
factors that contribute to a young
person’s decision to remain connected
to the faith tradition that raised them.
These factors are whether:
1. the faith was practiced at home;
2. the young person knew someone
outside the family who practiced the
faith seriously; and
3. the young person had a spiritual
experience that brought them closer to
God.
As Seraphim Danckaert summarized this: “One could therefore say that
a person is most likely to retain Christian
faith throughout adult life if he or she
had three meaningful and healthy relationships in their early to mid-teenage
years: one with faithful Christian parents, one with a faithful Christian mentor outside of the family, and one with
God Himself.”
So these factors at least help us understand why young people who grew
up in the Church fall away. But they
also help us understand why young people enter the Church.
I’ve certainly seen this in the young
adult converts that I’ve met or corresponded with. In my experience, they
all point to: (1) the influence of someone who took the Faith seriously, and
(2) a religious experience.
Sometimes this is the influence of
a friend, sometimes this is the influence
of a clergyman, and sometimes this is
the influence of a favorite author or
podcaster who helped bring them into
the Church.
As far as religious experiences, this

can be anything from a visit to a monastery or a first experience of the Divine
Liturgy.
Whatever shape they take, these
relationships and experiences help lead
people into the loving embrace of the
Church.
They help counteract the challenges
that have come to define young adulthood today.
What exactly are these challenges?
We’ll explore them in Part II.
Key Takeaways
• The Orthodox Church is having
trouble forming a new generation of
faithful Christians
• But exodus isn’t the whole story:
many young adults (and even teenagers) are entering the Church
• Why some people leave the
Church, and why others enter, are
two sides of the same coin
• The more we understand what’s
actually happening, the better we can
ministry to the young people in our care
Note: This is the first of the threepart series Exodus from Orthodoxy. Visit https://bit.ly/2SX8HLP to receive a
free PDF copy of the complete report.
Steven Christoforou is director
of Y2AM. He and his team are working
on a new ministry training course, Effective Christian Ministry, which will
help Church workers develop a Christcentered vision for ministry and implement it with the core practices of formative and transformational ministry.
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Epiphany Ceremonies

Corpus Christi – Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver
with cross retriever George Diakomanolis after
blessing Corpus Christi Bay.

Galveston – Greece’s Consul General in Houston
Ioannis Stamatekos with Fr. Stelios Sitaras, cross retriever Nicholas Spiliotis and Miguel (Kosmas) Ojeda.
GOA/D.Panagos photo
Tarpon Springs – Archbishop Demetrios flings the cross into Spring Bayou.

West Palm Beach/South Florida – At the Intracoastal Waterway next to the church, Metropolitan Alexios
with divers, parishioners and clergy

ETA Press photo
Astoria – Fr. Nektarios Papazafiropoulos with parishioners along the banks of East River. In the background
is Hell’s Gate Bridge, part of the Amtrak route to Boston.

West Babylon – Seven boys and two girls were the divers. Mayor Ralph Scordino, shown with Fr. Demetros
Kazakis, divers and parishioners, also attended the event.

Cross-diving and Blessing of the Waters services coast-to-coast highlighted annual Epiphany Feast Day festivities in January.
In Tarpon Springs, Fla. Epiphany is the most important day for this city of the
Tampa Bay area, known around the country and the world, as “Epiphany City.”
It is the premier event that marks the holiday in the Archdiocese with a crowd
of more than 30,000 ringing Spring Bayou on Jan. 6. Archbishop Demetrios presided at the 113th annual
celebration of Theophany (Epiphany), which also included Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta and local area clergy.
Elsewhere, venues included parishes from Long Island to
Florida to California. Most Blessing of the Waters services were
held Jan. 6. Photos on this page were received by the Observer
deadline from St. Nicholas, West Babylon, N.Y., St. Demetrios,
Merrick, N.Y., which held a joint celebration with neighboring
parish of St. Markella, Wantagh; the Greek Orthodox Community of St. Demetrios/St. Katherine in Astoria.
Others included St. Catherine, Palm Beach and other South
Florida parishes, on Jan. 12; Assumption Church in Galveston
and St. Nicholas, Corpus Christi, Texas; Assumption in Louisville, Ky; and St. Spyridon Church in San Diego, and Prophet
Elias in Santa Cruz, Calif.

Wantagh – Fr. George Kolios with retriever Christos
Sotdiaranos, a native of Chios.

Merrick/Wantagh – Parishioners from Merrick and Wantagh, N.Y., at the
Wantagh Marina, where Fr. Nikiforos Fakinos, conducted the service. Three
boys and one adult were the divers.

San Diego – Fr. Andrew Scordalakis with retriever
Anthony Dick and Deacon Michael Kallas.

Santa Cruz/Aptos, Calif. – Metropolitan Gerasimos holds his 4th annual
Blessing of the Waters of Del Mar Beach.

Louisville –Fr. Jon Boukis blesses the Ohio River as several Assumption
Church parishioners attending.

