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ISTANBUL – Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew convened and 
chaired a three-day meeting (Synaxis) 
of about 100 hierarchs of the Throne 
Sept 1-3

Held at the Holy Trinity Church of 
Stavrodromion, the hierarchs took up 
numerous issues, including Ukraine 
autocephaly.

After the keynote address by His 
All-Holiness, the Synaxis included a 
discussion of matters concerning the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and of inter-
Orthodox interest. 

Presentations were offered by El-
der Metropolitans John of Pergamon 
and Demetrios of the Princes’ Islands, 
as well as Metropolitans Emmanuel of 
France, Andreas of Arkalochorion, El-
pidophoros of Bursa, Amphilochios of 
Adrianopolis, Bartholomew of Smyr-
na, and Bishops Kyrillos of Abydos 
and Makarios of Christopolis. 

There followed extensive discus-
sion with questions and proposals on 
the topics by participating hierarchs.

In his closing address, His All-
Holiness emphasized: The Church’s 
identity, marked by service and escha-
tology, is today threatened not only by 
secularism but also by a spirituality of 
isolationism and introversion that are 

Hierarchs of 
the Throne 
Convene in 

Synaxis

By Jim Golding

As the television images that aired 
for nearly a week in mid-September 
dramatically showed, Hurricane Flor-
ence wreaked tremendous damage in 
the Carolinas and, in some cases, inju-
ries and fatalities, but reports from par-
ishes most affected in those states and 
from the Metropolis of Atlanta said that 

no parishioners were hurt. The hurri-
cane claimed the lives of 17 people.

Since the churches in the path of the 
storm were on high ground, there was 
no threat of a storm surge, just some 
wind damage and the loss of electric 
power for more than a week.

For several days before the hur-

Hurricane Inundates Carolina 
Parishes; No Injuries

NEW YORK – The Archdiocese 
has received, as of Sept. 20, $237,438 
for victims of the devastating July fires 
in Attica, Greece. This amount was 
raised following the Encyclical of Arch-
bishop Demetrios to all the parishes and 
individuals calling for prayers and spe-
cial collections in support of the victims.

“We are most grateful to our par-
ishes and faithful for once again gener-
ously responding to the needs of those 
impacted by disaster. These gifts of love 
will assist our brethren to help them re-
build their homes and livelihoods and 
will also be a witness of the strong bonds 
of Faith and heritage that we share with 
the people of Greece, especially in such 
times of tragedy,” said the Archbishop. 

At the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s re-
quest, contributions for the Attica Relief 
Fund are being forwarded to an account 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate with the 
National Bank of Greece for this phil-
anthropic purpose. The Patriarchate has 
indicated that funds will be distributed 
by the Patriarchal Office in Athens and 
in cooperation with the Metropolises of 
the affected areas to the people in need.

The Faithful Give 
237K for Fire Victims

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew begins the Synaxis with opening prayers with more than 100 hierarchs in attendance. (below) The Ecumenical Patriarch and 
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All Russia during a lighthearted moment at the Ecumenical Patriarchate Aug. 31. Related story page 6.
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† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, 
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and 
Members of the Parish Councils of the 
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Dis-
tinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and 
Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sis-
terhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Orga-
nizations, and the entire Greek Ortho-
dox Family in America

 Beloved Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

 On this Feast of the Indiction at the 
beginning of the ecclesiastical new year, 
we are led by His All-Holiness Ecumen-
ical Patriarch Bartholomew to observe 
the Day for the Protection of our Natural 
Environment.  The relationship of this 
observance and our commemoration 
of the Feast was established in 1989 in 
an encyclical of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Dimitrios I, in which he urged “all faith-
ful in the world to admonish themselves 
and their children to respect and protect 
the natural environment,” and “all those 
who are entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of governing nations to act without 
delay in taking all necessary measures 
for the protection and preservation of 
natural creation” (Protocol No. 629). 

    Since then the Day for the Pro-
tection of our Natural Environment has 
been adopted by all Orthodox Churches, 
while many other Christian churches 
have also followed the lead of the Or-
thodox Church by adopting September 
1st as the World Day of Prayer for the 
Care of Creation.

   This proclamation and exhortation 
by Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, and 
the many years of global leadership and 
pastoral ministry of Ecumenical Patri-

arch Bartholomew in relation to care for 
our natural environment, affirm the pri-
ority of this observance as we enter the 
new cycle of feasts and commemora-
tions.  Today, in our hymns we sing, “O 
eternal Word and Son of God…You are 
the Author, the Creator of the visible and 
invisible world.  Bless the crown of the 
year!”  We proclaim, “O Word of God, 
who exists before all time, You have 
created all things in wisdom, and by 
Your all-powerful word, You organized 
the whole cosmos.” Thus, we encourage 
every parish and individual to heed this 
message by developing programs to as-
sist our communities in becoming better 
stewards of creation. As a practical way 
to help in this journey, a special toolkit 
has been compiled a toolkit that can be 
found at ecumenical.goarch.org.

    This Feast and those that will fol-
low in the months to come are a witness 
of our relationship with the created or-
der through our relationship with Christ.  
We acknowledge before all of the world 
that our Lord “created all things by 
bringing them into being out of noth-
ing.”  We proclaim that He is our Cre-
ator, expressing our petitions and hope 
for peace and protection, for renewal 
and salvation.  In our respect for all that 
He has made, in seeing the created or-
der as the work of God and not merely 
natural resources, in affirming that each 
and every person bears His image and 
likeness, we are called to be wise and 
faithful stewards.  Every time we gather 
in worship and for the Divine Liturgy 
we affirm this calling in the offering of 
the Holy Eucharist through the created 
elements of bread and wine.  In his in-
augural encyclical for this observance, 
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios stated, 

Encyclicals
Beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year

Day for the Protection of Our Natural Environment
“In this way the Church continuously 
declares that man is destined not to ex-
ercise power over creation as if he were 
the owner of it, but to act as its steward, 
cultivating it in love and referring it in 
thankfulness with respect and reverence 
to its Creator.”  The celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist embodies our witness of 
caring for our natural environment.  We 
care for the created order in reverence 
and love, cultivating it for our physical 
needs and for those of others; and we of-
fer the elements as gifts to God in thank-
fulness so that He may consecrate them 
as a means of His grace.

    As we enter upon a new season, 
a time of beginnings as the land is culti-
vated and our children and youth return 
to school, a time of renewal as we seek 
to strengthen our faith and follow the 
ways of the Lord, may we also strength-
en our relationship with the created or-
der.  May we reconnect with the beauty, 
diversity, sustenance and life that comes 
from the world that God has made.  May 
we affirm our divine calling to protect 
our natural environment as His creation, 
and as Orthodox Christians offer our 
support for the leadership and ministry 
of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew and our beloved 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.  May this ec-
clesiastical year be filled with the peace, 
blessings and protection of Christ, our 
Creator and Redeemer. 

With paternal love in Him,

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, 
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and 
Members of the Parish Councils of the 
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Dis-
tinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and 
Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sis-
terhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Orga-
nizations, and the entire Greek Ortho-
dox Family in America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

 Today as we venerate the Holy 
Cross of our Lord, and Orthodox Chris-
tians around the world raise the symbol 
of the sacred and precious wood, we 
proclaim the Cross to be an invincible 

shield, a divine scepter, and the boast of 
the faithful.  We exalt it affirming that 
the Cross sanctifies to the ends of the 
world.  We hail the life-giving Cross as 
the “unconquerable trophy of godliness, 
door to Paradise, and succor of the faith-
ful.”  Through the Cross our enemies 
are vanquished, freedom from corrup-
tion and mortality is established, and 
salvation is offered universally.

As the Cross is lifted up, we marvel 
at how an instrument meant for torture 
and shame leads us to abundant and 
eternal life.  We contemplate how an 
object that inflicted suffering and death 
reveals the glory and power of God.  We 
offer praise and thanksgiving, for in-
stead of hate and inhumanity, the Cross 

has become love and freedom.  Instead 
of suffering, we find healing and hope.  
The Cross leads us from death and life, 
and through the Cross we know that all 
things are possible to those who believe 
in Christ.

Today as we lift up the Holy Cross, 
we offer a witness to the world of the 
power of faith.  We are reminded that 
Christ has called us to deny ourselves 
and take up our cross daily and follow 

The Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross

 to page 12
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    NEW YORK – The Archdio-
cese Department of Inter-Orthodox, 
Ecumenical & Interfaith has developed 
a Creation Care Tool Kit with the goal 
of helping individuals and parishes take 
immediate action to care for God’s Cre-
ation. 

The tool kit, announced by Arch-
bishop Demetrios in his encyclical for 
September 1, is available at www.go-
arch.org/en/society/ecology.

In his most recent encyclical for 
the Feast of Indiction and the Day of 
Protection of the Environment, Ecu-
menical Bartholomew writes, “The eco-
logical culture of the Orthodox faith is 
the realization of its Eucharistic vision 
of creation, summarized and expressed 
in its church life and practice. This is the 
Orthodox Church’s eternal message on 
the issue of ecology. …  

Adhering to this tradition, the Moth-

er Church calls upon its archdioceses 
and metropolises, as well as its parishes 
and monasteries throughout the world, 
to develop initiatives, coordinate proj-
ects, organize conferences and activities 
that foster environmental awareness and 
sensitivity, so that our faithful may real-
ize that the protection of the natural en-
vironment is the spiritual responsibility 
of each and every one of us.”

The Creation Care Toolkit offers 
easy to find Sunday School lesson 
plans, videos, articles, vespers service 
and more. 

These resources have been de-
signed for use by the parishes and com-
munities to begin their own Creation 
Care activities.

For more information contact 
the Department of Inter-Orthodox, 
Ecumenical & Interfaith Relations at 
212.570.3593.

Archdiocese Develops
Creation Care Tool Kit

to page 12

ricane made landfall, parishes from 
Charleston, S.C., to the Hampton Roads 
area of Virginia at the confluence of 
Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic, were 
under possible threat of a landfall. They 
all reported that activities and church 
services were cancelled until the storm 
passes.

However, Wilmington, N.C., in-
cluding the 200 families that are St. 
Nicholas Church members received 
the direct hit on Sept. 14. Wilmington 
lies along the Cape Fear River about 
six miles inland from the ocean.

 Fr. Jon Emanuelson, pastor, told 
the Observer four days before Flor-
ence’s landfall that the city, includ-
ing the church, is about 35 feet higher 
than the river and that localized flood-
ing and the toppling of many trees 
present the greatest danger.

Fr. Jon, and many parishioners 
had heeded the governor’s warning to 
evacuate. He went to August, Ga. For 
nearly a week no one could leave or 
enter Wilmington.

On Monday, Sept. 16, Metropolis 
of Atlanta Chancellor the Very Rev. 
George Tsahakis, who had been close-
ly following the situation in North and 
South Carolina, notified the Observer 
that the parishes and the faithful had 
survived the storm with little dam-
age. Earlier that week, the Metropolis 
e-mailed the parishes to take proper 
precautions.

On Sept. 19, Fr. Emanuelson re-
ported that he was still in Augusta, but 
planned to return the next day, Friday.

“Our parishioners are okay, he 
said. “Of the ones that stayed; no one 
got hurt but there’s lots of damage to 
homes and cars, all related to the hur-
ricane.” He said he would be holding 
church services on Sunday, the 23rd.

“Many trees are down and for lon-
gest time, no stores have been open; 

there are a lot of problems with sup-
plies, as grocery stores and restaurants 
are closed. He also said the power out-
age may continue for another week.” 
The church has had no electricity since 
Thursday, Sept. 13.

Myrtle Beach
Fr. Angelo Pappas, interim priest 

at St. John the Baptist Church, told 
the Observer that the Myrtle Beach 
church is about a mile-and-a-half from 
the ocean and that all areas of the city 
were evacuated. Fr. Angelo, who is 
retired and was former priest of St. 
Nicholas Church in Portsmouth, N.H., 
also is an IOCC responder and part of 
VOAD, a disaster relief organization 
consisting of the United Way, FEMA 
and the Red Cross.

“Dodging the bullet” 
Florence missed Virginia, but the 

Hampton Roads parishes of St. Nicho-
las in Virginia Beach, Annunciation 
Cathedral in Norfolk and Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen in Newport News 
expected the worst for several days in 
advance of the storm and were in crisis 
mode to prepare for a direct hit.

 “Were in a very low lying area 
here,” said Fr. John Manuel of St. 
Nicholas Church. “There are manda-
tory evacuations with the city desig-
nating low-lying first, which affects 
parishioners.”The church lies about 
two miles from the ocean front. 

“The land here is very low; there 
are tributaries and backwaters every-
where. When there’s a tidal surge it af-
fects everyone.” Fr. Manuel added.

Florence drenches Florence
The storm also brought heavy rains 

to its namesake, Florence, S.C., more 
than 100 miles north of Myrtle Beach, 
in eastern South Carolina, but Trans-
figuration Church was unharmed. 

“We had no damage and no wa-
ter leaks,” a relieved Transfiguration 
Church secretary, Irma White, report-
ed on Sept. 20.  

Hurricane Inundates Carolina Parishes

NEW YORK – Hurricane Florence 
and its aftermath in mid-September, 
has tragically caused the loss of human 
life, the destruction of property, power 
outages and the disruption of the lives 
of many people in our country, includ-
ing thousands of our faithful across the 
Eastern Seaboard.

The Archdiocese prays for those 
who lost their lives in this storm and 
urges our parishes and faithful to con-
tinue their fervent prayers to Almighty 
God for solace, strength and quick relief 
to those impacted by the storm and who 
are facing adversity and uncertainty. 

Archbishop Demetrios has asked 
that all contributions from parishes or 
individuals be directed to the Hurri-
cane Relief Fund of the National Ladies 
Philoptochos Society to be used for this 
philanthropic purpose. 

Collections and contributions 
should be sent directly to the National 
Philoptochos Society, 126 East 37 
Street, New York, NY 10016. Online 
donations can be made at the Philopto-
chos webpage 

http://bit.ly/2OOtKi3-donate, and 
in the section Special Appeals select 
“Hurricane Relief Fund.”

Prayers Urged for Hurricane Victims, 
Donations Directed to National Philoptochos
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By Stavros Papagermanos

NEW YORK – Archbishop Deme-
trios welcomed President Nicos Anas-
tasiades of Cyprus and his wife, first 
lady of Cyprus Andri Anastasiades to 
Archdiocese headquarters Sept. 24 dur-
ing the president’s annual visit to New 
York for the opening session of the UN 
General Assembly.

The two leaders discussed a large 
spectrum of issues concerning Cyprus 
and the many challenges surfacing in 
the international scene. 

President Anastasiades was also ac-
companied by Foreign Minister Nikos 
Christodoulides, government spokes-
man Prodromos Prodromou, Under-
secretary of the Presidency Vassilios 
Palmas, the Permanent Representative 
of Cyprus to the United Nations Am-
bassador Kornelios Korneliou, the 
Consul General of Cyprus in New York 
Alexis Faidonos and Elena Mina of the 
diplomatic office of the President. Also 
attending the meeting was Chief Secre-
tary of the Holy Eparchial Synod, Bish-
op Sevastianos of Zela.

President Anastasiades speaking to 
the press after the meeting said: “I had 
the great pleasure to meet, as I do ev-
ery year in the last six years, with His 
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of 
America, we had more than a cordial 
discussion, it was a productive discus-
sion about the work of the Archbishop, 
the support and the influence he exerts 
though his position for the national is-
sue of Cyprus, and the important phil-

anthropic assistance he offers to Cyprus 
through the Omogeneia.  This support 
is directed in particular to students who 
would not otherwise be able to complete 
their studies. Through his (the Archbish-
op’s) efforts, the First Lady was able to 
create an entity, the Independent Body 
for Social Support to Higher Education 
Students. Today, we are glad to be able 
to say that all students who want to pur-
sue their studies can get their degrees. 
I express the gratitude of the people of 
Cyprus for his support to our national 
issue, the unity he inspires within the 
community and specifically for his of-
fering to the students of our country.”

Archbishop Demetrios expressed 
his joy for a very warm, sincere and cor-
dial meeting and said that “the pending 
national issue of Cyprus is constantly in 
our minds and hearts and it is the focus 
of our unceasing concern and efforts, as 
we believe that God will help to have 
an appropriate resolution.” The Arch-
bishop also said that the philanthropic 
body for the support of students in need, 
created by Mrs. Anastasiades, is a mod-
el organization, with full accountability, 
serving solely the goal for which it was 
created. It is an achievement worth be-
ing proud of, he said.

 “For us, the struggle for Cyprus 
is an open issue that will come to a 
close only when a just resolution is 
reached and before that happens, said 
the Archbishop, we cannot let our heads 
rest and will not let our eyelids close 
from drowsiness.” 
(More coverage, photos, on page 16)

Cyprus President  Visits Archdiocese
GOA/D.Panagos photo
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Greek Fire Relief

In response to an appeal from Arch-
bishop Demetrios to assist the victims 
of the recent fires in Attica, Greece; par-
ishes and individual donors responded 
generously. As of Sept. 11, $237,438 
was sent for relief to the fire victims.

Names of donors received after that 
date will appear in the November-De-
cember issue of the Orthodox Observer.

Leadership 100, through the Inter-
national Orthodox Christian Charities, 
also has donated $250,000 to the fire 
victims. (story next page)

Donations by Parishes
All Saints, Peoria, Ill.; All Saints 

Church, Weirton, W.Va.; All Saints, 
Joliet, Ill.; Annunciation Cathedral, 
Chicago; Annunciation Cathedral, At-
lanta; Annunciation, Pensacola, Fla.; 
Annunciation, Norton Shores, Mich.; 
Annunciation, Lancaster, Pa.; Annunci-
ation, Stamford, Conn.; Annunciation, 
Pensacola, Fla.;  Annunciation, Chatta-
nooga, Tenn.;  Annunciation, Lancaster, 
Pa.; Annunciation, Woburn, Pa.; An-
nunciation, Vestal, N.Y.;  Annunciation, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; Annunciation, Day-
ton, Ohio; Annunciation, Fort Myers, 
Fla.; Annunciation, Cranston, R.I.; An-
nunciation, Cleveland; and Annuncia-
tion, Buffalo, N.Y.; Annunciation, New 
York; Annunciation, Winston-Salem, 
N.C.; Annunciation, Akron, Ohio.

Annunciation of the Theotokos, 
White Oak, Pa.; Ascension of Our 
Lord, Lincolnshire, Ill.; Assumption,  
Chicago; Assumption, Homer Glen, 
Ill.;  Assumption, Morgantown, W.Va.; 
Assumption, Grand Blanc, Mich.; As-
sumption, Windham, N.Y.; Assump-
tion, St. Clair Shores, Mich.; and  As-
sumption, Louisville, Ky.

Christ the Savior, Bluff City, Tenn.; 
Church of Our Savior, Rye, N.Y.; Dor-
mition of the Theotokos, Oakmont, Pa.; 
Dormition of the Theotokos, Greens-
boro, N.C.;  Greek Orthodox Church of 
St. Demetrios, Hammond, Ind.; Ladies 
Philoptochos Society, Mattituck, N.Y.; 
Metropolis of New Jersey, Westfield, 
N.J.;  Hellenic Association of Boston, 
Brookline, Mass.; Holy Apostles,  In-
dianapolis; Holy Apostles, Westches-
ter, Ill.;   Holy Cross, Middletown, 
N.Y.; Holy Resurrection, Hilton Head, 
S.C.;  Holy Taxiarhai and St. Haralam-
bos, Niles, Ill.; Holy Transfiguration, 
Marietta, Ga.; Holy Trinity-St. Nicho-
las, Cincinnati; and Holy Trinity-Holy 
Cross, Birmingham, Ala.

Holy Trinity Cathedral, New Or-
leans; Holy Trinity Cathedral, Camp 
Hill, Pa.; Holy Trinity Cathedral,  To-
ledo, Ohio; Holy Trinity Cathedral, 
Charlotte, N.C.; 

Holy Trinity, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
Holy Trinity, Holyoke, Mass.; Holy 
Trinity, Egg Harbor Township, N.J.;  
Holy Trinity, Columbia, S.C.; Holy 
Trinity, Lansing, Mich.; Holy Trinity, 
Portland, Maine; Holy Trinity, Fitch-
burg, Mass.; Holy Trinity, Waterbury, 
Conn.; Holy Trinity, Pittsburgh; Holy 
Trinity, Raleigh, N.C.; Holy Trinity, 
Dallas; and Holy Trinity, Hicksville, 
N.Y.

Intelligen Inc., Scotch Plains, N.J.;  
Kimisis Tis Theotokou, Southampton, 
N.Y.;  Kimisis Tis Theotokou, Brook-
lyn, N.Y.; and Kimisis Tis Theotokou, 

Parishes, Individuals, Give $237,000 for Greek Fire Victims
Racine, Wis.

Nativity of the Virgin Mary, Plym-
outh, Mich.; Presentation of Christ, 
East Pittsburgh, Pa.; St. Sophia Church, 
Syracuse, N.Y.;  St. Andrew Church, 
Chicago; St. Andrew Church, South 
Bend, Ind; St. Barbara, Orange, Conn.; 
St. Barbara, Sarasota, Fla.; St. Barbara 
Ladies Philoptochos, Daytona Beach, 
Fla.; and St. Basil, Chicago.

St. Catherine, Braintree, Mass; St. 
Catherine, Ithaca, N.Y; St. Christopher, 
Peachtree City, Ga; St. Demetrios Ca-
thedral, Astoria, N.Y; St. Demetrios, 
Baltimore; St. Demetrios, Chicago; St. 
Demetrios, Elmhurst, Ill; St. Demetrios, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla; St. Demetrios 
Philoptochos, Rocky River, Ohio; St. 
Dionysios, Overland Park, Kansas; St. 
Elizabeth the Wonderworker, Gaines-
ville, Fla;

St. George Cathedral, Hartford, 
Conn; St. George Cathedral, Green-
ville, S.C; St. George Cathedral St. Bar-
bara Philoptochos, Greenville, S.C; St. 
George Cathedral, Manchester, N.H; 
St. George, Shreveport, La; St. George, 
High Point, N.C;  St. George, Bloom-
field Hills, Mich; St. George, Massillon, 
Ohio;  St. George, Schererville, Ind; St. 
George, Norwalk, Conn; St. George,  
Bangor, Maine; St. George, Hunting-
ton, W.Va; St. George, Des Moines, 
Iowa;  St. George, New Port Richey, 
Fla; St. George, Dartmouth, Mass;  St. 
George, Bethesda, Md.

St. Gregory the Theologian, Man-
sfield, Mass; St. Haralambos, Canton, 
Ohio; St. Iakovos, Valparaiso, Ind; St. 
John the Baptist, Omaha; St. John the 
Baptist, Euless, Texas; St. John the Bap-
tist, Tampa, Fla; St. Mark, Boca Raton, 
Fla; St. Nektarios, Roslindale, Mass.

St. Nicholas, Corpus Christi, Tex-
as; St. Nicholas, Newburgh, N.Y; St. 
Nicholas, Ann Arbor, Mich; St. Nicho-
las, Lorain, Ohio; St. Nicholas, Spar-
tanburg, S.C; St. Nicholas, Portsmouth, 
N.H; St. Nicholas, Manchester, N.H; 
St. Nicholas, Troy, Mich; St. Nicholas, 
Lexington, Mass; St. Nicholas, St. Lou-
is; St. Nicholas, Jamestown, N.Y; St. 
Nicholas, Northridge, Calif; St. Nicho-
las, Virginia Beach, Va.

St. Paul Cathedral, Hempstead, 
N.Y; St. Paul, North Royalton, Ohio; St. 
Philip, Nashua, N.H; St. Sophia, Win-
ter Haven, Fla; Sts. Sophia, Hope and 
Agape, Jeffersonville, Pa; St. Spyridon, 
St. Spyridon, Palos Heights, Ill; St. Vasi-
lios, Peabody, Mass; Sts. Constantine 
and Helen Cathedral, Cleveland; Sts. 
Constantine and Helen, Webster, Mass; 
Sts. Constantine and Helen, Swansea, 
Ill; Sts. Constantine and Helen, Chi-
copee, Ill; Sts. Constantine and Helen, 
Lancaster, Calif; Sts. Constantine and 
Helen, Wauwatosa, Wis; Sts. Constan-
tine and Helen, Westland, Mich; Sts. 
Nicholas, Constantine and Helen, Rose-
land, N.J.

Sts. Raphael, Nicholas and Irene, 
Cummings, Ga; Taxiarchai, Loconia, 
N.H; The Alan and Elena Edwards 
Charitable Fund, Henrico, Va; Greek 
Orthodox Community of Reading, 
Reading, Pa; Transfiguration of Christ, 
Mattituck, N.Y; Transfiguration of Our 
Lord, Mason City, Iowa; Zoodochos 
Peghe, Martins Ferry, Ohio.

St. Luke, Mooresville, N.C; St. 

Katherine, Naples, Fla; Transfigura-
tion of Our Saviour, Lowell, Mass; St. 
Panteleimon Chapel, Lexington, Mich; 
Holy Trinity Cathedral, New York; St. 
Sophia, Elgin, Ill; Assumption, St. Lou-
is; St. John, Sterling Heights, Mich,

Donations by Individuals
- A -

Anonymous (four); Mr. and Mrs. 
John Alciviades, Glen Head, N.Y; Da-
nae Alexander, Chicago; Patricia Al-
exander, Atlanta; Fr. Constantine Alif-
erakis, St. George Church, Shererville, 
Ind; Bill Alimonos, Beavercreek, Ohio; 
Soteria Angelatos, Mount Prospect, Ill; 
Gust J. Anton, Coloma, Mich; Karim 
W. Asfour, Belleville, Ill; Mr. and Mrs. 
John G. Aspromgos, Hauppage, N.Y; 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. Athanasiou, 
Pittsburgh; Dr. and Mrs. Kostas S. Avr-
amidis, Apex, N.C.

- B -
Marilyn Bach, Bronx, N.Y; Stephen 

A. Bakios, Port Saint Lucie, Fla; Sondra 
A. Balouris, Wexford, Pa; Mr. and Mrs. 
Anthony C. Balouris, McKnight, Pa; 
Nicholas G. Beckertgis, Sheboygan, 
Wis; Mr. and Mrs. David Berkey, Men-
lo Park, Calif.; Florence P. Blankenship, 
Virginia Beach, Va; Mr. and Mrs. Ioan-
nis V. Bletsos, Midlothian, Va; Peter G. 
Bougades, Raleigh, N.C; Ms. Cris A. 
Bratsis, New York; Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
Brusalis, Scottsdale, Ariz; Evangeline 
Butler, Fayetteville, Ga.

- C -
Dr. Pedro Campa, Chattanooga, 

Tenn; Ms. Jennifer Capadonis, Elmira, 
N.Y; Angeline Z. Carter, Highlands 
Ranch, Colo; Leo G. Case, Rochester, 
N.Y; Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Cassidy, Can-
tonment, Fla; Dr. and Mrs. Samuel L. 
Cataland, Columbus, Ohio; Paraskeve 
Elaine Charkalis, Effort, Pa; Roberta 
Chase, Wantagh, N.Y; Mr. and Mrs. 
Kimon Constas, Fayetteville, N.C; Mr. 
and Mrs. Andrew E. Cremedas, Silver 
Spring, Md.

- D -
 Diane Dadiskos, Charlestown, R.I; 

Anthony Danas, Middletown, N.Y; Mr. 
and Mrs. Constantin Davell, Dayton, 
Ohio; Antonios Diakotos, Havertown, 
Pa; Mr. and Mrs. William Dickinson, 
Camp Hill, Pa.

- E -
Mr. and Mrs. Nick V. Economy, 

Decatur, Ga; Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas 
Efstratis, Fair Oaks, Calif; Mr. and 
Mrs. John E. Ellinas, Peachtree City, 
Ga; Gail Ericsson, Newnan, Ga; Mr. 
and Mrs. Mike Evangelis, Wharton, 
N.J; Steve Evangelis, Hepatcong, N.J; 
Kyriakos M. Evrenoglou, Philadelphia.

- F -
Tasos Ferentinos, San Francisco; 

Georgia Flamporis, Westfield, N.J; Mr. 
and Mrs. Andrew Floudiotis, Merlton, 
N.J; Matthew Ford, Denver; Foti J.P. 
Fotiu, Durham, N.C; Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert E. Freeworth, Sacramento, Calif.

- G -
Mr. and Mrs. Constantine G. Ga-

nas, Atlanta; Dean Ganas, Lexington, 
Va; Bill Gatsiadis, Merrick, N.Y; An-
astasia Geeker, Pensacola, Fla; Mr. and 
Mrs. Gregory J. George, Walnut Creek, 
Calif; Mr. and Mrs. Perry N. Georgison, 

Cedar Grove, N.J; Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
C. Gianakura, Grand Rapids, Mich; An-
gelo Giannakos, Oak Lawn, Ill; Mr. and 
Mrs. Anthony Gouletas, Fremont, Ca-
lif; Demetra Grumbos, Greenville, S.C; 
Mary Guerriero, Westwood, Mass.

- H -
 Viola Hadjikosti, Macomb, Mich; 

James G. Hariton (no city listed); Mr. 
and Mrs. Christ Haritos & family, 
Bushkill, Pa; Mrs. Noel R. Harrison, 
Raleigh, N.C; Helen L. Hatzichrono-
glou, St. Clair Shores, Mich; Mr. and 
Mrs. Alexandrou Himonas, Granger, 
Ind; Christina H. Hochleutner, Richard-
son, Texas; Kellyanne Holohan, Bronx, 
N.Y.

- I - J - K -
Mr. and Mrs. John Iliopoulos, 

Holly Springs, N.C; George Michael 
Jamra, Greenville, S.C; Mr. and Mrs. 
James L. Kafka, Belleville, Ill; Mr. and 
Mrs. George J. Kapetanakis, Raleigh, 
N.C; Mr. and Mrs. Dimitrios Kapetana-
kis, Freehold, N.J; Mr. and Mrs. James 
Karamitsos, West Hempstead, N.Y; Mr. 
and Mrs. James Karmas, Floral Park, 
N.Y; Maria A. Karras-Feigman, Boca 
Raton, Fla.

Evangelos Karvounis and Eileen 
Mayo Ames, New York; Mr. and Mrs. 
Orestes Katsantonis, Whiting, Vermont; 
Katherine Kaye (no city listed); Despi-
na Kelessidou and Cory Clement, Al-
exandria, Va; Mr. and Mrs. Michael T. 
Kerhoulas, New Buffalo, Mich; Pat G. 
Kladouris, Bensenville, Ill; Vickie M. 
Klemis, Dunwoody, Ga; Mr. and Mrs. 
Pete T. Kleto, Grantville, Ga; Mr. and 
Mrs. Panagiotis D. Kolizeras (no city 
listed).

Mr. and Mrs. John J. Kosko, Cam-
bridge, Mass; Athena D. Kostinos, New 
York; Nina M. Kovalenko, Nobles-
ville, Ind; Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. 
Kristos, Mishawaka, Ind; Mr. and Mrs. 
Steve Kouvetakis, Omaha, Neb; Penny 
Kyriakoulis, Raleigh, N.C; Mr. and 
Mrs. Leon P. Kythas, Wake Forest, N.C.

- L -
Ethel C. Lagos, Silver Spring, Md; 

Lika Lambiris, New York; Louise S. 
Landa, Bensenville, Ill; Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas C. Laris, Los Altos, Calif; Mr. 
and Mrs. Mitchell Lawson, Simi Val-
ley, Calif; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lazaros, 
Bloomfield, Mich; Maria Lilakos, 
South Richmond Hill, N.Y; Victoria 
A. Livaditis, Tyrone, Ga; Mr. and Mrs. 
Dennis Louis, Modesto, Calif; Francine 
S. Lowry, Ambler, Pa.

- M -
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander W. Mac-

Dougall, Peachtree City, Ga; Mr. and 
Mrs. Efstratios Makras, Ossining, N.Y; 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Malaxos, Mineola, 
N.Y; M.W. Marrion, Richmond, Va; 
Mr. and Mrs. James A McGee, Newn-
an, Ga; Despina Michaelidis, Water-
town, N.Y; Mr. and Mrs. George Miedl, 
Omaha; Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Miles, 
Lexington, Mass;  Peter Miletic, Hilton 
Head Island, S.C; Mr. and Mrs. Stephen 
Missler, Grand Rapids, Mich; Valerie 
B. Morgan, Long Beach, Calif;  Evelyn 
Mortzos, Verona, Calif; Priscilla Mos-
kos, Watertown, Mass; Margaret Mul-
lins, Holly Springs, N.C.

- N -
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 Anthony Niarhos, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Mich; Mr. and Mrs. William 
J. Niarhos, Harrison Township, Mich; 
Eleni Nicolaou, Orland Park, Ill; Olym-
pia I. Olive, Holly Springs, N.C.

Andrew Pakis, Chicago; Maria 
Panagiotou, New Brunswick, N.J; Mr. 
and Mrs. Michael G. Papachrisanthou, 
Belleville, Ill; Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas 
T. Papandreas, Plainview, N.Y; Mr. and 
Mrs. Athanasios Papapanos, Grosse 
Pointe, Mich; Elizabeth Paparigop-
oulos, Caseyville, Ill; Maria Pappas, 
Larchmont, N.Y.

- P -
Andrew J. Pappas, Douglaston, 

N.Y; Evelyn Pappas, Columbus, Ohio; 
Antigoni Pappas, Dallas; Aphrodite 
Pappas, South Bend, Ind; Mr. and Mrs. 
Leonidas A. Paras, Schaumburg, Ill; 
Lola Parris, St. Claire Shores, Mich; Dr. 
Lewis J. Patchiavos, Cambridge, Mass; 
Mr. James C. Speros and Mrs. Joanna 
Patrides, New York; Mr. and Mrs. Chris 
J. Pavlou, Norristown, Pa; Arthur H. 
Peponis II, Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. Har-
ry G. Perros, Cary, N.C.

    Toula Phillips, Sterling Heights, 
Mich; Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Pino, 
Braintree, Mass; Helen Pizzuti, Canoga 
Park, Calif; Sandra G. Pleasant, Sachse, 
Texas; Constance S. Plew, Greenfield, 
Wis; Alison A. Pockat, Cary N.C; Bes-
sie Poulos, Buckhannon, W.Va; Pres-
vytera Alexandra P. Poulos, Plano, Tex-

as; Mr. and Mrs. George H. Psihountas, 
Peachtree City, Ga; Anastasia Psipsi-
kas, Jamaica, N.Y; Mr. and Mrs. Art M. 
Psitos, Bethlehem, Pa.

- R -
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher N. Rev-

elos, Franklin, Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Dan-
ny L. Rickard, Council, Idaho; Anestos 
Rodites, Arnold, Idaho.

- S -
Thalia Saloukas, North Plainfield, 

N.J; Susana G. Sante, Holbrook, N.Y; 
Constantine Scopas, Sunnyside, N.Y; 
Mrs. John E. Searles, Dayton, Ohio; 
Francis Sharos, Collinsville, Ill; Mrs. 
Tom Siachos, Greenville, S.C; Mr. and 
Mrs. Richard W. Sirmans, Atlanta; Ar-
chon George Skoufis, Atlanta Archon 
Dierminefs, Atlanta; Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Slay, Lilburn, Ga; Mr. and Mrs. Con-
stantin Soulakos, Peachtree City, Ga; 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Spartiatis, Sickler-
ville, N.J.

Peter B. Spyropoulos, Oak Brook, 
Ill; Constance Stavropulos, Warsaw, 
Ind; Anthony Stefanis, Bonita Springs, 
Fla; Louise Stelianoudakis, Elizabeth, 
N.J; Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Stepha-
nos, Crystal Beach, Fla; Mr. and Mrs. 
Milton P. Stoilis, Victoria, Texas; Nan-
cy Stom, Omaha.

- T -
Kelly M. Taft, Vallejo, Calif; Fr. 

Chris Talleos, Middletown, N.Y; Kath-

Leadership 100 Chairman Argyris 
Vassiliou announced in August that the 
$200,000 approved in August by the 
Executive Committee of Leadership 
100, along with an additional $50,000 
raised from members, is being used by 
International Orthodox Christian Chari-
ties (IOCC) for housing assistance and 
the relocation of victims of devastating 
fires in Greece. IOCC is the humanitar-
ian relief and development agency of 
the Assembly of Orthodox Bishops.

IOCC has been addressing the needs 
of the victims of the fires in cooperation 
with Apostoli, the humanitarian orga-
nization of the Archdiocese of Athens. 
Priority for housing assistance is being 

given to unemployed and low-income 
families who are permanent residents 
of the affected areas in Eastern Attica. 
More than 1,000 homes and other build-
ings were damaged and destroyed.

Vassiliou said, “The Leadership 
100 gift (which was approved on Aug. 2 
in response to the appeal made by Arch-
bishop Demetrios) is already having an 
impact on the housing crisis suffered by 
so many of our Hellenes in eastern At-
tica. IOCC/Apostoli has been effective 
by working with the affected munici-
palities. Our individual Leadership 100 
members have responded with great 
generosity, as they have always done in 
past humanitarian crises.”

Leadership 100 Gives $250,000 to 
IOCC for Fire Victims

leen Tavoularis, Grosse Pointe Farms, 
Mich; Mr. and Mrs. Peter Telep, Bing-
hamton, N.Y; Janet B. Tilden, Omaha; 
Phyllis A. Tringas, Gulf Breeze, Fla; Fr. 
George J. Tsahakis, Peachtree City, Ga; 
Hristos I. Tsardoulias, Rockwall, Tex-
as; Mr. and Mrs. Elias Tsipras, King of 
Prussia, Pa; Mr. and Mrs. Tom G. Tzia-
hanas, Ann Arbor, Mich; Costa Tzotzis, 
Hauppauge, N.Y.

- V - W - X-
 Mr. and Mrs. Spiros Varthalamis, 

Midlothian, Va; Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

X. Vitellas, Westerville, Ohio; Sofia 
Vokolos-West, Wantagh, N.Y.

     Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Wagner, 
Youngstown, Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
ward K. Wolfe, Glen Carbon, Ill; Ergetti 
Xenakis Faatuiese, Verona, Pa.

- Z -
 Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Zeiner, Syosset, 

N.Y; Beba H. Zevgolis, Raleigh, N.C; 
Susan A. Zikos, Wexford, Pa; Dr. and 
Mrs. George P. Zimmar, Briarcliff, N.Y;  
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Zissis, Pitts-
burgh.

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J.—Dele-
gates of the American Hellenic Educa-
tional Progressive Association (Order 
of AHEPA), elected  Leadership 100 
member George E. Loucas of Novelty, 
Ohio, supreme president at the 96th an-
nual Supreme Convention on July 26.

“It is an honor and privilege to be 
elected AHEPA Supreme President, and 
I am humbled to carry the mantle of 
leadership for our Order,” Loucas said. 
“My sincere appreciation is given to the 
convention delegates who placed their 
love, support and trust in me to lead this 
remarkable organization in the coming 
year.” 

Loucas is a 37-year member of 
Chapter 480, North Royalton, Ohio.  He 
has served AHEPA in numerous leader-
ship positions, including most recently, 
supreme vice president.  In addition, 
Loucas comes from an AHEPA legacy 

of leaders.  His grandfather, George, 
served as Supreme President in 1959.

Loucas, a pharmacist and third-
generation lawyer, founded Loucas 
Law in 1995 with a vision of helping 
families who have suffered catastrophic 
injuries and wrongful death in the area 
of complex civil litigation. He is re-
garded widely as a leader in fighting 
Drug Overdose Death (Drug OD) cases 
from prescription painkillers. Loucas 
is a graduate of the Cleveland Mar-
shall College of Law at Cleveland State 
University, where he received his Juris 
Doctor degree, and West Virginia Uni-
versity where he received his Bachelor 
of Science degree in Pharmacy. George 
became a Registered Pharmacist and 
worked in the pharmaceutical industry 
while attending law school.

L-100 Member Elected AHEPA President

 to page 24
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Ecumenical Patriarchate

infiltrating the Church. We are benefi-
ciaries and guardians of a sacred de-
posit bequeathed by the Fathers: the 
true faith, worship and doxology, a 
genuine way of life in and according 
to Christ, a truth that liberates, a love 
of creation and humankind, a culture 
of solidarity, all within an unbroken 
historical tradition witnessed in the 
confession and sacrifice of the Saints, 
in Orthodox piety and spirituality, in 
the miracle of patristic theology, in the 
ascetic ethos of the Cross and   Resur-
rection, in the eucharistic way of life, 
and in the hope for eternity. Each of 
us, most reverend brothers, along with 
all clergy and laity, are servants and 
supporters of these truths and bless-
ings before God and humankind.

Elsewhere, he noted: We are striv-
ing for the unity and stability of Or-
thodoxy as well as for a common ec-
clesial witness. 

During this Synaxis, we have ex-
tensively discussed inter-Orthodox 
matters. The Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate—being responsible for the safe-
guarding of unity, but also the coordi-
nation of inter-Orthodox relations and 
pan-Orthodox initiatives—carries out 
this sacred ministry in the Orthodox 
world, faithfully adhering to the un-
shakable ecclesiological and canoni-
cal principles of the Tradition of our 
Fathers.

    Finally, His All-Holiness added: 
“We are also boldly cultivating an en-
counter with our contemporary world, 
within which the Church lives and of-
fers its witness. The great challenges 
of our time, including the domination 
of technological progress, seculariza-

tion, globalization, ongoing decline 
and neglect of the social and societal 
dimension of freedom, social injus-
tice, gratification and greed, destruc-
tion of the natural environment, but 
also ethnophyletism, religious funda-
mentalism, the clash of cultures and 
other threats to the sacredness of the 
human person, demand common an-
swers, joint witness, and a collabora-
tive path to the future. 

Metropolitan John of Pergamon 
wisely reminds us of this mandate for 
Orthodoxy: “In the world that we face, 
Orthodoxy cannot provide a witness 
divided in many parts, but rather a wit-
ness ‘with one mouth and one heart’. 

The Ecumenical Patriarchate has 
the obligation of reminding everyone 
of the catholicity and ecumenicity 
of the Church, advocating a spirit of 

Hierarchs of the Throne Convene in Synaxis
  from page 1

 ISTANBUL - On Friday morning, 
Aug. 31, following his communicated 
desire, Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and 
All Russia, accompanied by Metro-
politan Hilarion of Volokolamsk, the 
Rev. Nikolai Balashov and the Rev. 
Anatoly Churyakov, interpreter, ar-
rived at the Phanar to deliberate with 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
on matters of inter-Orthodox concern.

Patriarch Kirill was greeted at the 
airport by Metropolitan Gennadios 
of Sassima and the Very Rev. Grand 
Archimandrite Vissarion, Archivist of 
the Patriarchate.

His Beatitude proceeded to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, where he 
was greeted by Their Eminences Met-
ropolitans Emmanuel of France and 
Bartholomew of Smyrna, as well as 
the members of the Patriarchal Court, 
led by the Very Rev. Grand Chancel-
lor Andreas. After paying his respects 
at the Venerable Patriarchal Church, 
he was received by His All-Holiness 
in the Chamber of the Throne, in the 
presence of members of the Holy and 
Sacred Synod and other Hierarchs, 
who had traveled to the Phanar to par-
ticipate in the Synaxis of the Hierarchs 
of the Ecumenical Throne on the feast 

of Indiction.
His All-Holiness warmly wel-

comed His Beatitude to the courts of 
the Mother Church, recalling their 
spiritual fathers, Elder Metropolitan 
Meliton of Chalcedon and Metropoli-
tan Nikodim of Leningrad of blessed 
memory, and all those who have 
worked for bilateral relations between 
the two Churches, as well as inter-Or-
thodox relations in general. 

He emphasized the importance 
of dialogue as a God-given means 
towards overcoming emerging chal-
lenges. 

His Beatitude responded by ex-
pressing the deep emotion and vivid 
recollections of past visits to the 
Queen of Cities and his collaboration 
with His All-Holiness.

The two Primates then held a 
lengthy private discussion in the Patri-
archal Office together with Their Emi-
nences Metropolitans Emmanuel of 
France and Hilarion of Volokolamsk, 
Chairman of the Moscow Patriarchate 
Department for External Church Rela-
tions.

At the conclusion of their two-
and-a-half-hour conversation, His Be-
atitude departed for Moscow.

Ecum. Patriarch Bartholomew,
Patriarch Kirill Meet at Phanar

reconciliation that overcomes conflict 
and serves the unity of Orthodoxy.”

    Commencement of the Synaxis 
of the Hierarchs of the Ecumenical 

Throne’s Meetings
Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-

tholomew commenced the meetings 
of the Synaxis to discuss matters of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, as well 
as topics of inter-Orthodox interest. 

During his Keynote Address, the 
Patriarch underscored, amongst other 
things, that “at times, we confront tri-
als and temptations precisely because 
some people falsely believe that they 
can love the Orthodox Church, but 
not the Ecumenical Patriarchate, for-
getting that it incarnates the authentic 
ecclesiastical ethos of Orthodoxy.” 
The Patriarch also emphasized the 
following:During the first millenni-

um, our blessed forefathers confronted 
the temptation of heresy. 

The great temptation of the sec-
ond millennium, which was also be-
queathed to the millennium we have 
now entered, is the status of jurisdic-
tions. 

The source of this problem is 
ethnophyletism, the propensity to ex-
pansionism and the disregard of the 
boundaries defined by the Patriarchal 
and Synodal Tomes. 

The Ecumenical Patriarchate bears 
the responsibility of setting matters in 
ecclesiastical and canonical order be-
cause it alone has the canonical privi-
lege as well as the prayer and bless-
ing of the Church and the Ecumenical 
Councils to carry out this supreme and 
exceptional duty as a nurturing Moth-
er and birth-giver of Churches. 

If the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
denies its responsibility and removes 
itself from the inter-Orthodox scene, 
then the local Churches will proceed 
“as sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 
9.36), expending their energy in eccle-
siastical initiatives that conflate the 
humility of faith and the arrogance of 
power.

All the grandeur of our Patriarch-
ate is exhausted in the service to the 
mystery of the Church. 

Its uniqueness does not lie in the 
possession of some superhuman secu-
lar power, but in the humble and self-
less desire to subject the temptation 
of power to grace, while transforming 
the insecurity and fear of possessing 
and dominating to freedom and grace. 

It is here that we experience the 
final glory of the spirit identified with 
the ultimate humility, the power “ful-
filled in weakness.” (2 Cor. 12.9)

GOA/D.Panagos photo

By Nicole Keares

The National Sisterhood of Pres-
vyteres (NSP) held their meetings at 
the Clergy-Laity Congress in Boston, 
July 1-5.  While in Boston, besides their 
business meetings, the Presvyteres were 
given time for fellowship, to meet with 
other presvyteres from their metropo-
lis, a workshop with our clergy on the 
theme, “Renewing You, presented by 
Rev. Dr. Nicholas Louh and Dr. Rox-
anne Louh of Jacksonville, Fla., an 
ice cream social with our clergy fami-
lies, and a trolley tour of Boston with a 
boxed lunch.  

Besides the officers, the Board con-
sists of a representative from each me-
tropolis.  There are also representatives 
for our standing committees: Caregiv-
ers, Clergy Family Mission, Historian, 
Newsletter, Prez-to-Prez, Sister-to-Sis-
ter, Social Media, and Website.

Along with the Archdiocesan Pres-
byters Council (APC), the NSP main-
tains a benevolent fund to assist fellow 
priests and presvyteres who are in finan-
cial need.  

Two memorial funds (The Gregory 
Paleologos Memorial Fund and The 
Presvytera Stella Constantelos Memo-

NSP Board Begins New Term
rial Fund) were set up to help widowed 
presvyteres.

The 2018-20 National Sisterhood 
of Presvyteres Board officers and me-
tropolis representatives include: Pres-
vyteres Maria Sarolas (recording sec-
retary), Nicole Keares (president), 
Stephanie Thomas (treasurer), Pauline 
Pavlakos (past president/advisor/web-
site). Emily Carter Young (Atlanta Me-
tropolis alternate representative), Kas-
siani Callos (Pittsburgh Metropolis), 
Mallory Kasapakis (Metropolis of At-
lanta), Diakonissa Vicki Cassis (Care-
givers representative), Presvyteres Tulla 
Poteres (Metropolis of Chicago), Ginny 
Emroll (Metropolis of Detroit), Patricia 
Artemis (Metropolis of New Jersey), 
and Vicki Toppses (Social Media rep-
resentative/historian). Mary Christy, 
(vice president), Stephanie Gill (cor-
responding secretary), Dianna Kazakis 
(Archdiocesan District), Cynthia Pale-
ologos (Metropolis of Boston), Kandi 
Haby (Metropolis of Denver), Valerie 
Kouldukis (Metropolis of San Fran-
cisco), Anastasia Cassis (Retirees repre-
sentative), Marilou Cambas (Newslet-
ter), Pat Tsagalakis (Prez-to-Prez), and 
Jeannie Monos (Sister-to-Sister).
Relatied photo page 12
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Philoptochos

From National President Maria Logus

Seventeen years ago, the bright and 
sunny blue skies of a late summer morn-
ing suddenly turned dark, and the world 
we knew was forever changed.  The 
tragic events of September 11, 2001 left 
lasting heartache for those personally 
affected by the attacks, and a loss of in-
nocence for all.

Life did continue however, day af-
ter day, and with the passage of years, 
a new, albeit different, normalcy was 
restored - holidays were celebrated, 
children grew into adults and the soar-
ing Freedom Tower and so many other 
buildings rose from the ashes of the 
World Trade Center. But for one victim 
of the attacks, the rebuilding has taken 
much longer than expected.

Although the St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church was a small and be-
loved part of the World Trade Center 
community, its path to restoration has 
been long and challenging. Many of you 
have generously contributed to this ef-
fort and our thanks goes to the chapters 
and stewards who have already dem-
onstrated your support for the historic 
building of this beacon of Orthodoxy. 
Your kindness has brought us closer to 
our goals, but more, much more, needs 
to be done. As we have observed the 
17th  anniversary of the attacks, we ask 
all Philoptochos stewards and chapters, 
and most especially those who have not 
yet contributed to the building of the St. 
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine to remember the fallen 
- the thousands of innocent souls who 
lost their lives and the first respond-
ers who courageously gave their lives 
— with a contribution to the National 
Philoptochos St. Nicholas Greek Ortho-
dox Church and National Shrine Fund-
raising Initiative.  The completion of St. 
Nicholas is essential to the still ongoing 
healing by our nation.

Please be part of bringing this place 
of faith and healing to our fellow Ameri-
cans and visitors from around the world 
with your contribution to the St. Nicho-
las Greek Orthodox Church and Na-
tional Shrine at the World Trade Center 
Initiative by making personal donations 
or by forwarding the proceeds of fund 
raising directly to your Philoptochos 
chapter or Metropolis Philoptochos 
Board. Be assured that you have our 
heartfelt thanks for your support.

For more information and resourc-
es, visit www.philoptochos.org/news/
saintnicholas

National Make A Difference Day 
was established in 1992 as the largest 
national community service day in the 
United States. It is held annually on 
the 4th Saturday in October, and mil-
lions of American citizens participate 
in this day of volunteerism to improve 
the lives of others.

In 2015, the first year of the 
Philoptochos Make A Difference ini-
tiative, chapters offered more than 
4,000 good deeds. In 2016, National 
Philoptochos invited chapters across 
the country to join together with their 
parish families to offer 8500 multi-
generational acts of kindness during 
the month of October to honor Arch-
bishop Demetrios on the occasion of 
his name day, and also to celebrate 

REMEMBERING 9/11

The 2016 delegates asked, and 
Philoptochos made good on its 
promise to provide more interac-
tive discussion sessions at the 2018 
convention. Two full afternoons of 
interactive sessions took place on 
topics requested by the delegates: 
Membership, Fundraising, Social 
Services, Servant Leadership, Pre-
paring A Budget, St. Basil Acad-
emy, International Orthodox Chris-
tian Charities, Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship, Working Cooperatively 
with Your Priest and parish com-
munity, grant applications, and an 
Open Forum with the Officers. 

The post-convention survey 
completed by delegates confirmed 
that an overwhelming percentage of 
members (80 percent+) were:

-Satisfied with their convention 
experience

-Felt a sense of engagement 
throughout the convention

the 85th anniversary of the founding 
of Philoptochos.

In 2017, Philoptochos’ goal was 
to teach children to engage in philan-
thropy and contribute to their com-
munities. Chapters responded with 
projects such as collecting canned 
food for the hungry, making “get 
well” cards for patients in children’s 
hospitals, assembling personal care 
kits for the homeless, collecting used 
blankets for animal shelters and send-
ing “thank you” cards to Veterans 
for their service. In one community, 
members of Philoptochos and JOY 
joined together to sew and stuff heart 
pillows for children recovering from 
heart surgery.

Last year’s initiative was so well 

Make a Difference in 2018 
and Pay It Forward

received that we are repeating it again 
this year – and adding a twist. First 
the challenge will be to increase the 
number of Acts of Kindness to 10,000 
for 2018, and the focus will continue 
to be on partnering with children in 
our communities to perform the good 
deeds, once again teaching and en-
couraging them to be philanthropic.

Additionally, we are asking every 
Philoptochos steward to perform one 
random act of kindness, and to ask 
that person to Pay It Forward. In this 
way, we will multiply our good deeds 
and affect many more people.

Make A Difference with Philopto-
chos and spread positivity and kind-
ness. For more information, see be-
low:

-Felt the content presented was 
valuable and relevant

-Found the speaker presentations 
informative and useful

More than half of delegates said 
they feel armed with knowledge and 
will share what they learned at the 
convention with their chapter, their 
priest, their family and their friends.

Most of the delegation are plan-
ning to attend the 2020 National 
Philoptochos Biennial Convention, 
with 97 percent stating they will en-
courage Philoptochos members in 
their chapter and metropolis to attend 
the 2020 convention.

The convention program was 
well received, and delegates want 
Philoptochos to repeat the discussion 
groups, with 88 percent stating affir-
matively that they will recommend 
and promote the Philoptochos Society 
to their friends and colleagues.

So where do we go from here? The 

new vision for Philoptochos, which 
was presented at the 2018 conven-
tion, has delegates and Philopto-
chos stewards excited about the 
future of Philoptochos. In keep-
ing with the charge of Archbishop 
Demetrios to be not only philop-
tochos, but also philotheos, phila-
delphos, philanthropos and philox-
enos, Philoptochos will continue to 
expand its programs. In the words 
of our national president, we will 
do more doing.This is the spirit of 
a new Philoptochos. Always mind-
ful of the gratitude we owe to the 
women who came before us and 
sharing their passion, we advance 
into the future confidently, inspired 
and motivated by a new vision and 
our dedication to serve: our God, 
our members, our communities, 
and our world. 

We invite all women to join us 
on our journey.

Convention Feedback Confirms 
a Bright  Future

“We have learned that life’s most 
urgent question is ‘What are you do-
ing for others?’ To that, Philoptochos 
members can say, without hesitation or 
doubt, We Serve.”

Maria Logus, National Philopto-
chos President

Since January 2016, Philoptochos 
disbursed over $200,000 in direct assis-
tance to help individuals in need. This 
money was provided for food and cloth-
ing, and to assist with payment of rent, 
mortgage, medical bills, utility bills, fu-
nerals, etc.

But even more important than the 
charity we give away is the hands-on 
support we provide within our com-

munities. It’s the difference between 
charity and true philanthropy. Over the 
last four years, Philoptochos has placed 
a greater emphasis on serving through 
hands-on philanthropy.  

Social services are at the heart of 
everything that Philoptochos does - im-
proving the quality of life for those in 
need in a way that maintains their dig-
nity, self-determination and indepen-
dence.

Over 2 million meals served to the 
hungry and homeless since January 
2015

- Local initiatives to aid victims of 
human trafficking

- Starter home kits for veterans tran-
sitioning to new housing

- Personal hygiene kits for people in 
areas stricken by natural disasters

- Clean-up buckets for people in 
areas affected by floods and hurricanes 
to assist them in getting back into their 
homes

Social Services – The 
Heart of Philoptochos
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JEWELRY

“the one and only jewelry store in the USA 
that designs and manufactures christening crosses”

Please visit our website 
www.rizosjewelry.com

and check our wonderful collection

WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE THE GREEK AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY ACROSS THE COUNTRY SINCE 1972

36-05 162 Street, Flushing, NY 11358
tel.: 718.445.7272 • fax: 718.445.5133

ΕΜΠΝΕΥΣΗ • ΤΕΧΝΗ • ΠΡΩΤΟΤΥΠΙΑ

Chris Rizos

NEW YORK – The Office of Ioni-
an Village has announced the dates for 
its Summer 2019 programs. 

Ionian Village is the international 
camping ministry of the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese with campgrounds 
located in Peloponnesus, Greece. The 
Ionian Village mission is to enrich the 
lives of its participants by bringing 
campers and staff into close contact 
with their Orthodox faith and Hellenic 
heritage by providing the opportunity 
for young people of the Archdiocese to 
foster a life-long appreciation and love 
of Greece, Orthodoxy, and Hellenism.

IV Next
Dozens of colleges and universities 

offer study abroad programs in Greece, 
and many programs of our own diaspo-
ra offer similar opportunities for young 
adults to travel to Greece and see the 
sights. 

However, IV Next is the only trav-
el-based program for young adults that 
has our Greek Orthodox faith as a core 
tenet of the program. Only IV Next 
combines professional development, 
international travel, and the Orthodox 
Faith into one all-inclusive program. 
IV Next is for participants ages 19-24 
and will run from June 2-13, 2019

Summer Camp
The picturesque Ionian Village 

campgrounds sit along the shores of the 

pristine Ionian Sea and are equipped 
with a private beach, a renovated Olym-
pic-sized pool, air-conditioned cabins, 
and various athletic courts and fields. 
Campers actively explore their Ortho-
dox faith and heritage, both through 
the daily at-camp program and through 
excursions to culturally and religiously 
significant sites throughout Greece. Ex-
cursions include: Ancient Olympia, Pa-
tras, Zakynthos, Kefalonia, Kalavrita, 
Aegina, and Athens. Each 20-day ses-
sion is open to young people who will 
have completed grades 9 through 12.  
Session One: June 22 – July 11, 2019 
Session Two: July 21 – August 9, 2019

Summer 2019 Staff Applications
Ionian Village depends upon its 

highly motivated and energetic staff 
members, each of whom is selected 
through a careful application process. 
Applicants must be Greek Orthodox 
and at least 21 years old by Aug. 14, 
2019. 

Applications to be a part of the 
2019 Summer Staff will be available on 
the Ionian Village website on Dec. 26, 
2018. 

For more information regarding 
any of the 2019 summer programs, to 
apply to be a staff, medical, or clergy 
member, or to register for our Alumni 
Project visit the Ionian Village website 
at www.ionianvillage.org. 

Ionian Village Summer 
2019 Program Dates Set

Ionian Village photo
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HCHC
A New Year Begins: Ecclesiastically and Academically

HCHC began its 2018-19 aca-
demic year Sept. 14 with vespers and 
divine liturgy for the Feast Day of the 
Holy Cross and the stavroforia cere-
mony for students receiving seminar-
ian status. Also taking place was the 
ordination of the Rev. Dr. Romanos 
Karanos, assistant professor of litur-
gical music. 

The school also welcomed 26 
new students. Archbishop Deme-
trios presided at the ceremonies and 
presented the seminarians with the 
school cross. Assisting with Fr. Kara-
nos’ ordination was school President 
Fr. Christopher Metropulos and Fr. 
Peter Chamberis.
GOA/D.Panagos photos
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Metropolis News

    SANTA BARBARA, Calif. – St. 
Barbara Church and its Jewish congre-
gation neighbor three blocks away, the 
B’nai B’rith Synagogue, celebrated 
their fourth “Bagels and Baklava” event 
on Aug. 26. The gathering followed 
the Sunday Liturgy and replaced the 
weekly coffee hour.  Members of both 
congregations met this year in the St. 
Barbara sanctuary for a presentation of 
Jewish and Greek Orthodox wedding 
traditions.  

Fr. Haralambos Fox and Rabbi 
Steve Cohen discussed similarities and 
differences of each faith and culture.  
Particular emphasis was presented by 
the Rabbi regarding the “huppah,” the 
Jewish wedding canopy, open on all 
sides under which the ceremony is per-
formed.

Fr. Haralambos remarked that our 
huppah was the mosaic dome over the 
Solea.  

Both the dome and the huppah rep-
resent Heaven, and the Jewish congre-
gants found it interesting that our image 
of Christ was surrounded with the 16 
Old Testament prophets: Solomon, Eli-
jah, Elisha, Habakkuk, Jeremiah, Zach-
ariah, Zephaniah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, 
Haggai, Moses, Jonah, Malachi, Isaiah, 
and David.  Subsequently, the “Crown-
ing” with dried orange-blossom Stefana 
was demonstrated by Fr. Haralambos.  
Elaborate Slavic crowns were demon-
strated as well.

Following a brief question-and-
answer period, everyone proceeded to 
the Orthodox Fellowship Center for a 
bountiful and delicious bi-cultural pot-
luck luncheon prepared by the faithful 
of both congregations.  

Shortly thereafter, the attendees 
began spirited traditional Jewish and 
Greek folk dances.

The kinship between our two cul-
tures was recently highlighted in a PBS 
special “Trezoros: The Lost Jews of 
Kastoria.” 

The four-hour event once again so-
lidified the mutual respect and friend-
ship between our two communities and 
the historic nature of our two faiths. We 
are close by culture, education and his-
tory, having lived with each other for 
thousands of years; thus the natural af-
finity. 

Contributed by Ernest Kolendria-
nos, M.D.

‘Bagels and Baklava’ – 
A Unique Outreach Ministry

By Kristen Bruskas

    “Connecting individuals, couples, 
families and clergy through the heart to-
ward healthy Christ-centered relation-
ships.” This is the mission statement for 
the Metropolis of San Francisco Fam-
ily Wellness Ministry. Innovative pro-
grams, regional conferences, and clergy 
couples retreats have been the hallmarks 
of this ministry for several years. These 
efforts will be expanding with a vision 
focusing on “Equipping the Saints” that 
will work towards developing Family 
Wellness Ministries on the parish level.

 This important work will support 
the clergy and their work as spiritual 
leaders and enhance their respective 
parishes by offering tangible ways for 
our faithful to be better equipped to han-
dle the challenges of life.

Since 2015, Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, 
LMFT, has served as the Family Well-
ness director during which time he el-
evated the work of this ministry and 
brought heightened visibility through a 
new website, social media pages, and 
engaging articles and resources. “We are 
grateful to Fr. Pavlatos for his leadership 
and dedication, and pray that God will 
give him strength to continue his good 
works,” stated Metropolitan Gerasimos 
of San Francisco.

As of Aug. 15, the Metropolis of 
San Francisco is pleased to announce 
that marriage and family therapist 
George Papageorge has been appointed 
as the Family Wellness Ministry direc-
tor, with Presvytera Pat Tsagalakis as 
the assistant director.

They are committed to finding cre-
ative, meaningful and effective ways to 
communicate the mission of the Family 
Wellness ministry by connecting direct-
ly with the parishes in the Metropolis 
and empowering them to implement 
Family Wellness Ministries in their 
communities. Following the success 
of four regional conferences in 2017, 
new opportunities will be identified to 
offer similar one-day free conferences 
to bring the important message of this 
ministry into all areas of the Metropolis.

“Both George and Presvytera Pat 
bring experience, passion and commit-
ment to this ministry. Their love for the 
Lord and their sincere desire to share 
it through programs designed to bring 
healing, wholeness and peace to our 
faithful is most inspiring,” remarked 
Metropolitan Gerasimos. “I know this 
ministry will continue to grow and 
thrive, building upon the foundation that 
has been established over the years, and 
charting a course for even greater well-
ness opportunities for our clergy and 
faithful.”

Papageorge is a licensed marriage 
and family therapist who has been 
working with couples, families and 
young people for the past 30 years. 
With a private practice in Pleasanton, 
Calif., his work targets empathy-based 
relationships, parenting with emotional 
intelligence, family systems therapy and 
addiction recovery. He is also a highly 
sought out seminar speaker in a vari-
ety of areas of family life and personal 
growth.

George Papageorge

Presv. Pat Tsagalakis 

As a team member of the Fam-
ily Wellness Ministry for the past three 
years, George is excited to take the min-
istry to the next level as he has accepted 
the director position of the Family Well-
ness Ministry for the San Francisco 
Metropolis. George offers patients and 
workshop participants a path toward 
integrating sensible psychological in-
sights upon a solid Orthodox founda-
tion. George and his wife, Kim, have 
two children, Olivia and Petros, and 
they are stewards of the Ascension Ca-
thedral in Oakland, Calif. Presvytera Pat 
Tsagalakis and her husband, Fr. Tom, 
have been part of the Family Wellness 
Ministry team since its inception. They 
have been retreat leaders and speakers 
for seminars in many parishes through-
out the country. At home, at Holy 
Apostles Church in Shoreline, Wash., 
Presvytera Pat is a youth group leader, 
choir director, active in Philoptochos, 
co-chair of Camp Agape Northwest and 
a music educator. Of all the titles given 
to Presvytera Pat, the two she cherishes 
most is “mom” to her two grown chil-
dren Nicholas and Maria Sophia and 
“thea” to countless children and young 
adults. She is thrilled to join George Pa-
pageorge supporting families as Family 
Wellness ministries are established in 
parishes throughout the Metropolis.  

Joining George and Presvytera Pat 
on the Family Wellness Executive Team 
area: Fr. James and Presvytera Donna 
Pappas; Fr. Tom Tsagalakis, MFT; and 
Joe Borgonia, MFT.

For more information, visit: www.
familywellnessministry.org. 

S.F. Family Wellness Ministry: 
Meet Our New Leaders

SF Metropolis photos

2 Timothy 3:12-13

…and all who desire to live 
a godly life in Christ will 

suffer persecution.
But evil men and impos-
ters will grow worse and 
worse, deceiving and be-

ing deceived.
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GOA/D.Panagos photos

Metropolis News

By Kristen Bruskas

DUNLAP, Calif. - There are a vari-
ety of camps offered within the Church 
and in the civic community – sports, 
music, theatre, engineering, and more. 
But, there is one camp that shines es-
pecially bright because of its deep im-
pact on the participants – Camp Agape 
sponsored by the Metropolis of San 
Francisco Philoptochos.

For over 30 years, this program 
has brought joy, hope and love “agape” 
to children with cancer and their fami-

lies. Camp Agape offers an escape 
from doctor’s appointments, tests, and 
treament and instead provides family 
bonding time, the opportunity to make 
new friends, and to not be defined by 
cancer but to be celebrated as a con-
queror.

The theme for this year was “Up, 
Up, and Away with Camp Agape.” 
Nearly 100 families were served by 

the Metropolis Philoptochos at Camp 
Agape in Mayer, Ariz.; Portland, Or-
egon; Dunlap and Ramona, Calif.

Philoptochos volunteers from 
throughout the Metropolis offer their 
time and unconditional love for these 
children and their families, giving 
them an exceptional and unforgettable 
experience. Philoptochos chapters in 
the Metropolis of San Francisco raise 

money throughout the year in support 
of these four camps. The Metropo-
lis Philoptochos also hosts the annual 
Agape Reception of Love each spring 
which is the largest fundraiser for 
this program, started by then-Bishop 
Anthony of San Francisco in 1985 in 
Dunlap.

“We are truly grateful to everyone 
who has supported us financially and 
with faithful prayers, without which 
this beautiful ministry would not be 
possible,” stated Metropolis Philopto-
chos President Jeannie Ranglas. 

Groovin’ with Camp Agape

 Phil Barron photo

 Kristen Bruskas photo

Camp Agape with a special visit from Metropolitan Gerasimos, Bishop Apostolos, and Metropolis Vice-President Fanis Economidis.

Metropolis Council
The Metropolis Council for the Metropolis of San Francisco met for the first meeting of the new term on Tuesday, September 11, 2018 at Holy Cross 
Church in Belmont, Calif. The morning began with a short prayer service in remembrance of the victims of the attacks from September 11, 2001. The 
Metropolis Council members also prayed together in the church and then deliberated throughout the day, engaging in reports from the Metropolis 
ministries and committees. Under the leadership of Metropolitan Gerasimos as Metropolis Council president, the following officers were elected: 
Theofanis Economidis, vice-president; Isidoros Garifalakis, secretary; and Michael Syrengelas, treasurer.

By Kristen Bruskas

    SAN DIEGO - The Metropolis 
of San Francisco Church Music Confer-
ence, held Aug. 23–26 at St. Spyridon 
Church, provided fellowship, song and 
education opportunities for nearly 90 
Metropolis church musicians.

The adult choir was under the di-
rection of Chrysanthy Therianos from 
Denver. During the conference they 
learned music by Dr. Frank Desby, Dr. 
Tikey Zes, Dr. Theodore Bogdanos, Fr. 
Michael Pallad, Steve Cardiasmenos 
and Presvytera Anna Gallos.

The Youth Choir offered their inspi-
rational voices in the Divine Liturgy, un-
der the direction of Katherine Loukatos 
Meck, choir director from St. Spyridon 
and conference chairman.Accompany-
ing the choirs was David Straka, organ-
ist from St. Spyridon. The Byzantine 
Chant Choir was under the direction of 

San Diego Hosts
Church Musicians

 to page 18
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Encyclical Archdiocese News

Χαμηλές τιμές για ΑΠΛΗ ΜΕΤΑΒΑΣΗ • ΕΙΔΙΚΕΣ ΠΡΟΣΦΟΡΕΣ ΚΙ ΑΠΟ ΑΛΛΕΣ ΠΟΛΕΙΣ

ΙΔΙΟΚΤΗΤΕΣ: ΒΑΣΙΛΗΣ & ΜΙΝΑ ΑΓΓΕΛΗ
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STERLING TRAVEL
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Him. (Luke 9:23)
    We reflect on the words of the 

Apostle Paul which offer guidance on 
the relationship of the Cross and faith: 
I have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer I who lives, but Christ who 
lives in me; and the life I now live in 
the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me. (Galatians 2:20)

The Cross shows us the power 
of God that makes all things possible 
through faith.  

    As we venerate the Cross of 
Christ and affirm the victory and po-
tential we have through it, we offer 
prayers and support for our beloved 
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology.  In this place consecrated 
for worship, prayer, and learning, are 
many who have taken up their cross to 
follow Christ.  It is a place that is in-
tegrally linked to our Orthodox faith, 
and it is faith in Christ that has led so 
many to come to Holy Cross to pre-
pare for a life of service.  It is a place 
of tremendous potential, where stu-
dents see that all things are possible 
through faith.  

Through their commitment and 

calling, lives will be transformed, 
parishes will grow, needs will be met, 
and souls will be led to Christ and the 
abundant life He offers.

    On this beautiful and inspir-
ing Feast may we remember in prayer 
and support the vital mission of Holy 
Cross and our beloved students, fac-
ulty and staff.  

May we offer our thanks to God 
for the work of the trustees and for 
the commitment of the many benefac-
tors who give for this sacred work of 
our Church in America. May we also 
be filled with amazement as we look 
upon the Cross and affirm what the 
power of God has accomplished for 
our salvation.  

May we go forth from our gath-
ering as His people, the Cross before 
us, knowing that through our faith in 
Christ, great and marvelous things, 
things that seem impossible and unat-
tainable, will be accomplished for His 
honor and glory!

With paternal love in Christ,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

The Universal Exaltation of the 
Precious  and Life-Giving Cross
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- School kits for children who can’t 
otherwise afford school supplies

- Warm coats and gloves
And much, much more
On a daily basis, we engage our 

minds, our hearts, and our hands to an-
swer a need, wherever and whenever it 

arises.  That, simply put, is our philan-
thropic mission.  With every action we 
take and every dollar we give to some-
one who needs it, we are fulfilling that 
mission.  And above all, we must never 
forget that Philoptochos serves with dis-
cretion, generosity, humility, and kind-
ness. Service is the heart of Philopto-
chos.

Social Services – The Heart of Philoptochos

The Scholarships Committee of 
the Archdiocese has awarded a record 
amount of scholarship funds for the cur-
rent academic year 2018-19, from three 
scholarship programs. 

Gioles Scholarship
The George & Naouma Gioles 

Scholarship Fund was established in 
1997 with a generous gift from Mar-
ian Gioles in memory of her beloved 
parents, to honor their commitment to 
the Orthodox faith, their love for their 
Hellenic heritage, and their desire to 
help those who are orphaned or in need. 
Scholarships are awarded annually to 
Greek Orthodox students committed to 
serious study in degree-earning under-
graduate programs at accredited col-
leges or universities in the United States.

To date, the Gioles Scholarship has 
given out over $175,000 since its incep-
tion in 1999.  Ten scholarships were 
awarded to the following students: Han-
nah Garland (Virginia Beach, Va.), Ele-
ni Haramis (Williamsburg, Va.), Paige 
Hillock (Chicago), Napoleon Kanari 
(Volo, Ill.), Nicholas Kapolis (Akron, 
Ohio), Panayiotis Kousoulas (Fleming-
ton, N.J.), Eleni Marinos (Lancaster, 
Pa.), Calliope McBride (Lawrencev-
ille, GA), Vasiliki Motsios (Hudson, 
FL), and Alexander Sarantis (Freeland, 
Mich.).

Malta Scholarship
The Katina John Malta Scholarship 

Fund was established in 2002 through a 
generous gift from the estate of Katina 
John Malta, in recognition of the love 
she had for the Church and to honor her 
desire to help others, especially children 
and youth of the Orthodox Christian 
faith. As a reflection of the pan-Ortho-
dox nature of the scholarship program, 
these awards are open to students from 
all the jurisdictions of the Assembly 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the 
United States of America.

This year, 27 scholarships were 
granted to the following students: Luke 
Andruchow (Chula Vista, Calif.), Nich-
olas Brbarino (Las Vegas, Nevada), Al-
exandra Benc (Watchung, N.J.), Sam-
uel Bournelis (Canton, Ohio), Demetri 
Brown (Wilmington, N.C.), Constan-

dina Brown (Boulder, Ohio), Gabriella 
Dashiell (Brook Park, Ohio), Anastasia 
Diavatis (Fletcher, N.C.), Christopher 
Dimitropoulos (Corona, Calif.), Mary 
Fellios (Fallbrook, Calif.), Eleni Ha-
ramis (Williamsburg, Va.), Markella 
Hatzakis (Boston), Paige Hillock (Chi-
cago), Christina Kallinosis (Rahway, 
N.J.), Napoleon Kanari (Volo, Ill.), 
Christina Keares (Strongsville, Ohio), 
Panayioti Logothetis (Woodcliff Lake, 
N.J.), Eleni Marinos (Lancaster, Pa.), 
George Markopoulos (Addison, Ill.), 
Calliope McBride (Lawrenceville Ga.), 
Demi Panagopoulos (Fort Wayne, Ind.), 
Malorie Papadelias (Orange Beach, 
Ala.), Georgia Pappas (West Chicago, 
Ill.), Corinna Robinson (Valrico, Fla.), 
Parris Skiouris (Decatur, Ga.), Andriana 
Stenros (Petaluma, Calif.), and Katrina 
Storton (Palm Desert, Calif.),

Paleologos Graduate Scholarship
The Paleologos Graduate Schol-

arship Fund was established in 2007 
to assist students enrolled in graduate 
studies leading to advanced degrees in 
academic fields other than theology. 
This award is open to students from all 
the jurisdictions of the Assembly of Ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops of the United 
States of America. Thirteen scholarships 
were granted to the following 12 stu-
dents: Anthony Gilbert (Meza, Ariz.), 
Benjamin Hansen (Columbia Heights, 
Minn.), Lydia Bailey (Waco, Texas), 
Grace Cambra (Kirksville, Mo.), Maxi-
milian Ramseyer (Costa Mesa, Calif.), 
Douglas Pierce (Lincoln, Neb.), Mark 
Huggins (Nashville), Nikoletta Livings-
ton (Brighton, Mass.), Aristotelis Nayfa 
(Spartanburg, S.C.), James Heracklis 
(Gastonia, N.C.), Anna-Elise Anderson 
(Alexandria, Va.), and Elizabeth Waters 
(Norman, Okla.).

2019 Scholarships
It is expected that all three of these 

scholarships will once again be avail-
able for the 2019-20 academic year. Ap-
plications will be available at the begin-
ning of February 2019 on the website 
of the Archdiocese, www.goarch.org. 
Applications may also be requested at 
that time by e-mail at scholarships@go-
arch.org.

Scholarship Awards 2018

National Sisterhood of Presvyteres Board includes: (seated from left): Presvyteres Maria Sarolas, Nicole 
Keares, Stephanie Thomas, Pauline Pavlakos. (Standing from left): Emily Carter Young, Kassiani Callos, 
Mallory Kasapakis, Vicki Cassis, Tulla Poteres, Ginny Emroll, Patricia Artemis, Vicki Toppses.

NSP photo
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Ολοκληρώθηκαν οι εργασίες της Σύναξης της 
Ιεραρχίας του Οικουμενικού Θρόνου

ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥΠΟΛΗ – Ολο-
κληρώθηκαν, χθες βράδυ, Δευτέρα, 3η 
Σεπτεμβρίου, οι εργασίες της Σύναξης 
των εν ενεργεία Μητροπολιτών και 
Αρχιεπισκόπων του Οικουμενικού Θρόνου, 
που συνεδρίασαν υπό την προεδρεία του 
Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου Βαρθολομαίου, 
από την 1η Σεπτεμβρίου, στην Ιερό 
Ναό Αγίας Τριάδος Σταυροδρομίου 
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως. 

Κατά τη διάρκειά της Συνάξεως, που 
ξεκίνησε με ομιλία του Παναγιωτάτου, 
τέθηκαν ζητήματα που απασχολούν 
το Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο αλλά και 
διορθοδόξου ενδιαφέροντος.  Εισηγήσεις  
πραγματοποίησαν οι Μητροπολίτες 
Γέρ ων Περγάμου Ιω άν ν ης ,  Γέρ ων 
Πριγκηποννήσων Δημήτριος, Γαλλίας 
Εμμανουήλ, Αρκαλοχωρίου Ανδρέας, 
Προύσης Ελπιδοφόρος, Αδριανουπόλεως 
Αμφιλόχιος, Σμύρνης Βαρθολομαίος 
και οι Επίσκοποι Αβύδου Κύριλλος και 
Χριστουπόλεως Μακάριος. Κατόπιν των 
εισηγήσεων ακολούθησε εκτενής διαλογική 
συζήτηση, με ερωτήσεις προς τους ομιλητές 
και τοποθετήσεις επί των εισηγήσεων εκ 
μέρους των συμμετεχόντων Ιεραρχών. 

Στην καταληκτήρια ομιλία του, o 
Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης, τόνισε ότι,

«η διακονική και εσχατολογική 
ταυτότης της Εκκλησίας απειλείται 
σήμερον όχι μόνον από την εκκοσμίκευσιν, 
αλλά και από την κλειστότητα και την 
εσωστρέφειαν μιάς πνευματικότητος, η 
οποία παρεισέρχεται εις την Εκκλησίαν. 
Είμεθα κληρονόμοι και φύλακες της 
ιεράς παρακαταθήκης των Πατέρων, της 
ορθής πίστεως, της ορθής λατρείας και 
δοξολογίας και της εν Χριστώ και κατά 
Χριστόν ορθοπραγίας, της ελευθεροποιού 
α ληθείας,  της φι λοκα λίας και  της 
φιλανθρωπίας, του κοινοτικού πνεύματος 
και του πολιτισμού της αλληλεγγύης, 
εν επιγνώσει της αρρήκτου ιστορικής 
συνεχείας μιάς παραδόσεως, μαρτυρηθείσης 

διά της ομολογίας και της θυσίας των 
Αγίων, διά της ορθοδόξου ευσεβείας και 
της πνευματικότητος, διά του θαύματος 
της θεολογίας των Πατέρων, διά του 
σταυροαναστασίμου ήθους της ασκήσεως, 
διά του ευχαριστιακού τρόπου του βίου, 
διά της ελπίδος της αιωνιότητος. Έκαστος 
εξ ημών, Ιερώτατοι αδελφοί, και άπαντες 
ομού, κλήρος και λαός, είμεθα διάκονοι και 
υπερασπισταί αυτών των αληθειών και των 
ευλογιών ενώπιον Θεού και ανθρώπων».

Σε άλλο σημείο, είπε χαρακτηριστικά, 
ότι,

«αγωνιζόμεθα διά την ενότητα και 
ευστάθειαν της Ορθοδοξίας και διά 
την κοινήν εκκλησιαστικήν μαρτυρίαν. 
Ανεφέρθημεν εις την παρούσαν σύναξιν 
εκτενώς εις τα διορθόδοξα θέματα. Το 
Οικουμενικόν Πατριαρχείον, ως υπεύθυνον 
διά την διαφύλαξιν της ενότητος, τον 
συντονισμόν των διορθοδόξων σχέσεων 
και των πανορθοδόξων πρωτοβουλιών, 
λειτουργεί την ένθεον αυτού διακονίαν 
εν τη ορθοδόξω οικουμένη πιστόν εις 
τας αμεταθέτους εκκλησιολογικάς και 
κανονικάς αρχάς της Παραδόσεως των 
Πατέρων».

Στη συνέχεια, της ομιλίας του, ο 
Πατριάρχης, πρόσθεσε:

«Καλλιεργούμεν ευθαρσώς και την 
συνάντησιν με τον σύγχρονον κόσμον, 
εν τω οποίω η Εκκλησία ζη και δίδει την 
μαρτυρίαν της. Αι μεγάλαι προκλήσεις των 
καιρών, η κυριαρχία της τεχνολογίας και 
των επιτευγμάτων της, η εκκοσμίκευσις, η 
παγκοσμιοποίησις, η προιούσα συρρίκνωσις 
και λήθη της κοινωνικής και κοινοτικής 
διαστάσεως της ελευθερίας, η κοινωνική 
αδικία, ο ευδαιμονισμός, η καταστροφή του 
περιβάλλοντος, αλλά και ο εθνοφυλετισμός, 
ο θρησκευτικός φονταμεταλισμός, η 
σύγκρουσις των πολιτισμών και άλλαι 
απειλαί κατά της ιερότητος του ανθρωπίνου 
προσώπου, απαιτούν κοινάς απαντήσεις, 
κοινήν μαρτυρίαν, κοινήν πορείαν προς το 

μέλλον. Ο Άγιος Περγάμου προσφυέστατα 
υπενθυμίζει αυτό το χρέος της Ορθοδοξίας: 
“Στον κόσμο που έρχεται, η Ορθοδοξία 
δεν μπορεί να δώσει τη μαρτυρία της 
κατατεμαχισμένη, αλλά «εν ενί στόματι και 
μια καρδία». Το Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο 

έχει χρέος να υπενθυμίζει σε όλους την 
καθολικότητα και οικουμενικότητα της 
Εκκλησίας, προβάλλοντας το πνεύμα 
της καταλλαγής και της υπερβάσεως των 
αντιθέσεων, και διακονώντας την ενότητα 
της Ορθοδοξίας”».

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

Περισσότεροι από 100 αρχιερείς του Οικουμενικού Θρόνου παρακολουθούν τη Σύναξη που συγκάλεσε ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης Βαρθολομαίος

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος επισκέπτεται τον Μητροπολίτη Γέροντα Νικαίας Κωνσταντίνο, 
δεύτερο τη τάξει στο Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο μετά τον Παναγιώτατο (κάτω) με τον 

Μητροπολίτη Πριγκηπονήσων Δημήτριος .
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Ὁ Μακ. Πατριάρχης Μόσχας 
εἰς Φανάριον

(Πάνω) Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος καλωσορίζει τους παρευρισκόμενους
(Κάτω) Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος απονέμει το Μετάλλιο του Αγίου Παύλου στην 
Evellyn Tsiadis
(δεξιά) Ο Γενικός Πρόξενος της Ελλάδας Κωνσταντίνος Κούτρας και ο Σεβασμιώτατος 
με τη νεαρότερη απόφοιτο του νηπιαγωγείου Alia James

Ἐί τῇ σήμερον, 24ην Αὐγούστου, 
ἀγομένῃ 27ῃ ἐπετείῳ τῆς ἀνεξαρτησίας 
τῆς Οὐκρανίας, ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, 
ὁ  Οἰκουμε ν ικό ς  Πατρ ι άρχης  κ .κ . 
Β α ρ θ ο λ ο μ α ῖ ο ς ,  ἐ π ε κ ο ι ν ώ ν η σ ε 
τηλεφωνικῶς πρός τόν Πρόεδρον τῆς 
Χώρας Ἐξοχώτατον κ. Πέτρον Ποροσένκο 
καί διεβίβα-σεν αὐτῷ καί ὁλοκλήρῳ τῷ 
Οὐκρανικῷ λαῷ τάς εὐχάς καί τήν εὐλογίαν 
τῆς Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας, γεννησάσης 
αὐτούς ἐν Χριστῷ καί συνεχιζούσης καί 
σήμερον τό στοργικόν ἐνδιαφέρον αὐτῆς 

Ἐπί τῆ 27ῃ Ἐπετείῳ τῆς 
Ἀνεξαρτησίας τῆς Οὐκρανίας.

διά τήν ἐμμονήν ἐν τῇ πίστει, τήν ἑνότητα 
καί τήν εὐημερίαν τοῦ λαοῦ καί τήν 
πνευματικήν ἀνακαίνισιν τῆς πατρίδος 
αὐτοῦ Οὐκρανίας.

Ση μ ε ι ωτέ ον,  ὅτ ι  ὁ  Πρ ό ε δρ ο ς 
Ποροσένκο εἶχε προσκαλέσει τήν Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότητα νά παραστῇ αὐτοπροσώπως 
εἰς τούς σημερινούς ἑορτασμούς ἐν 
Κιέβῳ, ἀλλά τό βεβαρυμένον πρόγραμμα 
τοῦ Πατρι-άρχου δέν ἐπέτρεψε τήν 
ἀνταπόκρισίν Του εἰς τήν πρόσκλησιν 
ταύτην.

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥΠΟΛΗ – Τήν 
πρωΐαν τῆς Παρασκευῆς, 31ης Αὐγούστου, 
ἀφίχθη, κατόπιν ἐπιθυμίας αὐτοῦ, εἰς τήν 
Πόλιν ἡ Α. Μακαριότης ὁ Πατριάρχης 
Μόσχας κ.κ. Κύριλλος, συνοδευόμενος 
ὑπό τοῦ Σεβ. Μητροπολίτου Βολοκολάμσκ 
κ. Ἱλαρίωνος, τοῦ Αἰδεσιμολ. Πρωτο-
πρεσβυτέρου κ. Νικολάου Μπαλασώφ 
καί τοῦ Αἰδεσιμολ. Πρεσβυ-τέρου κ. 
Ἀνατολίου Τσουριακώφ, Διερμηνέως, πρός 
διαβούλευσιν μετά τῆς Α.Θ.Παναγιότητος 
τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριάρχου κ.κ. 
Βαρθολομαίου ἐπί ζητημάτων διορθοδόξου 
ἐνδιαφέροντος.

Τόν Μακαριώτατον ὑπεδέχθησαν ἐν τῷ 
ἀεροδρομίῳ ὁ Σεβ. Μητροπολίτης Σασίμων 
κ. Γεννάδιος καί ὁ Πανοσιολ. Μ. Ἀρχι-
μανδρίτης κ. Βησσαρίων, Ἀρχειοφύλαξ τῶν 
Πατριαρχείων.

Ὁ ὑψηλός ἐπισκέπτης προσῆλθεν εἰς 
τά Πατριαρχεῖα, ὑπαντη-θείς ἐν τῇ εἰσόδῳ 
αὐτῶν ὑπό τῶν Σεβ. Μητροπολιτῶν Γαλλίας 
κ. Ἐμμανουήλ καί Σμύρνης κ. Βαρθολομαίου 
καί τῶν μελῶν τῆς Πατριαρχικῆς Αὐλῆς 
ἡγουμένου τοῦ Πανοσιολ. Μ. Πρωτοσυγκέλ-
λου κ. Ἀνδρέου, καί, ἀφοῦ προσεκύνησεν ἐν 
τῷ Π. Πατριαρχικῷ Ναῷ, ἐγένετο δεκτός 
ὑπό τοῦ Παναγιωτάτου ἐν τῇ Αἰθούσῃ τοῦ 
Θρόνου, παρουσίᾳ τῶν Σεβ. μελῶν τῆς Ἁγίας 
καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου καί λοιπῶν ἐνδημούντων 
ἁγίων Ἀρχιερέων, προσελθόντων πρός συμ-
μετοχήν εἰς τήν Σύναξιν τῆς Ἱεραρχίας τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Θρόνου ἐπί τῇ ἑορτῇ τῆς 

14 Σεπτεμβρίου 2018
Ἡ Παγκόσμια Ὕψωση τοῦ Τιμίου καί 

Ζωοποιοῦ Σταυροῦ
Πρός τούς Σεβασμιωτάτους καί 

Θ ε ο φ ι λ ε σ τάτο υ ς  Ἀρχι ερ ε ῖ ς ,  το ύ ς 
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς 
Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους 
καί Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά 
Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, 
τίς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί 
ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα 
τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.

 Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφές 
ἐν Χριστῷ, 

Κα θ ώ ς  πρ ο σ κ υ ν ο ῦ μ ε  σ ή μ ερ α 
τόν Ἅγιο Σταυρό τοῦ Κυρίου μας καί 
Ὀρθόδοξοι Χριστιανοί σέ ὁλόκληρο τόν 
κόσμο ὑψώνουν τό σύμβολο τοῦ ἱεροῦ 
καί τιμίου ξύλου, διακηρύσσουμε ὅτι ὁ 
Σταυρός ἀποτελεῖ ἀνίκητη ἀσπίδα, θεϊκό 
σκῆπτρο καί καύχημα τῶν πιστῶν. Τόν 
ὑψώνουμε ἐπιβεβαιώνοντας ὅτι ὁ Σταυρός 
καθαγιάζει ὡς τά πέρατα τοῦ κόσμου. 
Χαιρετίζουμε τόν ζωοποιό Σταυρό ὡς 
ἀπόρθητο τρόπαιο θεότητος, πόρτα 
Παραδείσου καί ἀρωγό τῶν πιστῶν. Διά 
τοῦ Σταυροῦ καταβάλλονται οἱ ἐχθροί 
μας, ἑδραιώνεται ἡ ἐλευθερία ἀπό τήν 
φθορά καί τόν θάνατο, καί προσφέρεται 
ἡ σωτηρία παγκοσμίως. 

Ὅπως ὑψώνεται ὁ Σταυρός, θαυ-
μάζουμε τό γεγονός ὅτι ἕνα ὄργανο 
προορισμένο γιά βασανισμό καί αἰσχύνη 
μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ στήν ἄφθονη καί αἰώνια 
ζωή. Διερωτόμεθα πῶς ἕνα ἀντικείμενο 
τό ὁποῖο προκαλοῦσε πόνο καί θάνατο 
ἀποκαλύπτει τήν δόξα καί δύναμη τοῦ 
Θεοῦ. Δοξολογοῦμε καί εὐχαριστοῦμε 
διότι ἀντί μίσους καί ἀπανθρωπίας, ὁ 
Σταυρός κατέστη ἀγάπη καί ἐλευθερία. 
Ἀντί πόνου, δεχόμεθα ἴαση καί ἐλπίδα. Ὁ 
Σταυρός μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ ἀπό τόν θάνατο στή 
ζωή. Διά τοῦ Σταυροῦ γνωρίζουμε ὅτι τά 
πάντα εἶναι δυνατά σ’ἐκείνους οἱ ὁποῖοι 
πιστεύουν στόν Χριστό. 

Σήμερα,  καθ ώς ὑψώνουμε τόν 
Ἅγιο Σταυρό, προσφέρουμε μαρτυρία 
στόν κόσμο τῆς δυνάμεως τῆς πίστεως. 
Ἐνθυμούμεθα ὅτι ὁ Χριστός μᾶς ἐκάλεσε 
λέγοντας: Εἴ τις θέλει ὀπίσω μου ἔρχεσθαι, 
ἀρνησάσθω ἑαυτὸν καὶ ἀράτω τὸν σταυρὸν 
αὐτοῦ καθ’ ἡμέραν, καὶ ἀκολουθείτω 
μοι (Λουκ. 9:23). Ἀναλογιζόμεθα τούς 
λόγους τοῦ Ἀποστόλου Παύλου οἱ ὁποῖοι 
προσφέρουν καθοδήγηση ἀναφορικά μέ 
τή σχέση Σταυροῦ καί πίστεως: Χριστῷ 
συνεσταύρωμαι· ζῶ δέ οὐκέτι ἐγώ, ζῇ δέ 

Ἰνδίκτου.
Ὁ Παναγιώτατος καλωσώρισε δι’ 

ἐνθέρμων προσρήσεων τόν ὑψηλόν 
ἐπισκέπτην εἰς τάς αὐλάς τῆς Μητρός 
Ἐκκλησίας, μνησθείς τῶν προαπελθόντων 
Γερόντων αὐτῶν ἀειμνήστων Μητροπολιτῶν 
Γέροντος Χαλκηδόνος Μελίτωνος καί 
Λέννιγκραντ Νικοδήμου, ὡς καί πάντων 
τῶν δ ιακον ησάν των τάς  δ ιμερε ῖς 
μεταξύ τῶν δύο Ἐκκλησιῶν ἀλλά καί 
εὐρύτερον τάς διορθοδόξους σχέσεις, 
καί τονίσας τήν σημασίαν τοῦ διαλόγου 
ὡς θεοστάλτου μέσου πρός ὑπέρβασιν 
τῶν παρουσιαζομένων δυσχερειῶν, ὁ δέ 
Μακαριώτατος, ἀπαντητικῶς, ἐξέφρασε τήν 
συγκίνησίν του καί τάς ζωηράς ἀνα-μνήσεις 
του ἐκ τῶν κατά διαφόρους περιστάσεις 
πραγματοποι-ηθεισῶν ἐπισκέψεών του 
εἰς τήν Βασιλίδα τῶν Πόλεων καί ἐκ 
τῆς συνεργασίας του μετά τῆς Α. Θ. 
Παναγιότητος.

Ἐπηκολούθησε μακρά κατ’ ἰδίαν 
συζήτησις ἐν τῷ Πατρι-αρχικῷ Γραφείῳ 
μεταξύ τῶν δύο Προκαθημένων, τῇ 
συμμετοχῇ τῶν Σεβ. Μητροπολιτῶν 
Γαλλίας κ. Ἐμμανουήλ καί Βολοκολάμσκ 
κ. Ἱλαρίωνος, Προέδρου τοῦ Τμήματος 
Ἐξωτερικῶν Ἐκκλησιαστικῶν Σχέσεων τοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου Μόσχας.

Ἡ  Α .  Μακ αρ ι ότ η ς ,  μ ε τά  τ ήν 
ὁλοκλήρωσιν τῶν ἐπί δύο καί ἡμίσειαν 
ὥρας διαρκεσασῶν συνομιλιῶν, ἀνεχώρησεν 
αὐθημερόν, ἐπιστρέψας εἰς τά ἴδια.

ἐν ἐμοί Χριστός· ὅ δέ νῦν ζῶ ἐν σαρκί, 
ἐν πίστει ζῶ τῇ τοῦ υἱοῦ τοῦ Θεοῦ τοῦ 
ἀγαπήσαντός με καί παραδόντος ἑαυτόν 
ὑπέρ ἐμοῦ (Γαλ.. 2:20). Ὁ Σταυρός μᾶς 
ἀποκαλύπτει τήν δύναμη τοῦ Θεοῦ καί 
καθιστᾶ τά πάντα δυνατά μέσῳ τῆς 
πίστεως. 

Ὅπως προσκυνοῦμε τόν Σταυρό τοῦ 
Χριστοῦ καί ἐπιβεβαιώνουμε τόν θρίαμβο 
καί τό δυναμικό πού μᾶς προσφέρει, 
προσευχόμεθα καί στηρίζουμε τήν 
ἀγαπημένη μας Ἑλληνική Ὀρθόδοξη 
Θεολογική Σχολή τοῦ Τιμίου Σταυροῦ. 
Στόν χῶρο αὐτό συγκεντρώνονται γιά 
λατρεία, προσευχή καί μάθηση πολλοί οἱ 
ὁποῖοι ἐσήκωσαν τόν δικό τους σταυρό 
καί ἀκολουθοῦν τόν Χριστό. Ὁ χῶρος 
αὐτός εἶναι ὀργανικά συνδεδεμένος μέ 
τήν Ὀρθόδοξη πίστη μας, καί εἶναι ἡ πίστη 
ἐκείνη ἡ ὁποία ὁδήγησε πολλούς στόν 
Τίμιο Σταυρό γιά νά προετοιμασθοῦν 
γιά μιά ζωή διακονίας. Πρόκειται γιά 
χῶρο μέ τεράστιο δυναμικό, ὅπου οἱ 
σπουδασταί ἀντιλαμβάνονται ὅτι τά 
πάντα εἶναι δυνατά διά τῆς πίστεως. Μέσα 
ἀπό τήν ἀφοσίωση καί τήν κλήση των, θά 
μεταμορφωθοῦν ζωές, θά ἀναπτυχθοῦν 
ἐνορίες, θά καλυφθοῦν ἀνάγκες καί ψυχές 
θά ὁδηγηθοῦν στόν Χριστό καί στήν 
ἄφθονη ζωή τήν ὁποία Ἐκεῖνος προσφέρει. 

Σέ αὐτή τήν ὡραία καί  π λήρη 
ἐμπνεύσεως Ἑορτή, εἴθε νά προσευχηθοῦμε 
καί νά στηρίξουμε τό ζωτικό ἔργο τοῦ 
Τιμίου Σταυροῦ, τῶν ἀγαπητῶν φοιτητῶν, 
καί τοῦ προσωπικοῦ, διδακτικοῦ καί 
μή. Ἄς εὐχαριστήσουμε τόν Θεό γιά τό 
ἔργο τῶν ἐπιτρόπων καί τήν ἀφοσίωση 
τῶν πολ λῶν εὐεργετῶν ο ἱ  ὁποῖο ι 
προσφέρουν ὑποστηρίζοντας τό ἱερό 
ἔργο τῆς Ἐκκλησίας μας στήν Ἀμερική. Ἄς 
παραμείνουμε ἔκθαμβοι κοιτάζοντας τόν 
Σταυρό, ἐπιβεβαιώνοντας αὐτά πού ἔχουν 
ἐπιτευχθεῖ γιά τή σωτηρία μας διά τῆς 
δυνάμεως τοῦ Θεοῦ. Ἄς ἀποχωρήσουμε 
ἀπ ό  τ ήν  σ υγ κ έ ν τρ ω σ η  αὐτ ή  τῶν 
ἀνθρώπων Του, ἐνώπιον τοῦ Σταυροῦ, 
γνωρίζοντας ὅτι διά τῆς πίστεως στόν 
Χριστό, μεγάλα καί ὑπέροχα πράγματα, 
πράγματα τά ὁποῖα φαντάζουν ἀδύνατα 
καί ἀνεπίτευκτα, θά ἐκπληρωθοῦν γιά τήν 
τιμή καί τή δόξα Του!

Εγκύκλιος
ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ ΓΙΑ 

ΤΗΝ ΥΨΩΣΗ ΤΟΥ ΤΙΜΙΟΥ ΣΤΑΥΡΟΥ

Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς ΔημήτριοςΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή 
Αμερικής συνέλεξε έως σήμερα το 
ποσό των 237.438 δολαρίων Αμερικής 
για την ανακούφιση των πληγέντων 
των καταστροφικών πυρκαγιών του 
περασμένου Ιουλίου στην ανατολική 
Αττική. Το ως άνω ποσό συνελέγει κατόπιν 
της Εγκυκλίου του Σεβασμιωτάτου 
Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής κ. Δημητρίου 
προς τις ενορίες και τους πιστούς της 
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής διά της οποίας 
παρότρυνε να απευθυνθούν δεήσεις 
υπέρ υγείας και ανακουφίσεως των 
κατοίκων της Ανατολικής Αττικής και την 
περιφορά ειδικού δίσκου στις ενορίες της 
Αρχιεπισκοπής για την προσφορά βοηθείας 
στους πληγέντες από την πυρκαγιά. 

«Είμεθα ιδιαίτερα ευγνώμονες 
προς τις ενορίες μας και τον πιστό λαό 
της Αρχιεπισκοπής για την ακόμη μία 
φορά γενναιόδωρη ανταπόκρισή τους 
στις ανάγκες των πληγέντων από την 
καταστροφή. Αυτή η προσφορά αγάπης 

θα βοηθήσει τους αδελφούς μας να 
ανοικοδομήσουν τα σπίτια τους και ν’ 
ανακτήσουν την ζωτικότητά τους, θα 
αποτελέσει επίσης μαρτυρία των ισχυρών 
δεσμών Πίστεως και Κληρονομιάς που 
μοιραζόμεθα με τους αδελφούς μας 
στην Ελλάδα εδικά σε τέτοιες τραγικές 
συνθήκες», δήλωσε ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
Δημήτριος.

Κατόπιν οδηγίας του Οικουμενικού 
Πατρ ι α ρ χ ε ί ο υ ,  τ α  χ ρ ή μ ατ α  π ο υ 
εισεπράχθησαν για το Ταμείο Αρωγής 
Πυρκαγιών Αττικής  διαβιβάζονται 
σε λογαριασμό του Οικουμενικού 
Πατριαρχείου στην Εθνική Τράπεζα της 
Ελλάδος γι’ αυτόν τον φιλανθρωπικό σκοπό. 
Το Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο ανέφερε ότι 
τα χρήματα που θα συγκεντρωθούν από 
κάθε Επαρχία του Θρόνου θα διανεμηθούν 
από το Πατριαρχικό Γραφείο των Αθηνών 
και σε συνεργασία με τις Μητροπόλεις των 
πληγεισών περιοχών προς τα άτομα που 
έχουν ανάγκη. 

Η Ι. ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ ΑΠΟΣΤΕΛΛΕΙ 
237 ΧΙΛΙΑΔΕΣ ΔΟΛΑΡΙΑ ΓΙΑ ΤΟΥΣ ΠΛΗΓΕΝΤΕΣ 
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ΣΕΠΤΕΜΒΡΙΟΣ - ΟΚΤΩΒΡΙΟΣ  2018 ORTHODOX OBSERVER 15ΟΡΘΟΔΟΞΟΣ  ΠΑΡΑΤΗΡΗΤΗΣ

Εγκύκλιος

 ΕΛΕΩι ΘΕΟΥ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟΣ 
ΚΩΝΣΤΑΝΤΙΝΟΥΠΟΛΕΩΣ 

ΝΕΑΣ ΡΩΜΗΣ ΚΑΙ ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ 
ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ

ΠΑΝΤΙ Τῼ ΠΛΗΡΩΜΑΤΙ ΤΗΣ 
ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑΣ ΧΑΡΙΝ, ΕΙΡΗΝΗΝ ΚΑΙ 

ΕΛΕΟΣ 
ΠΑΡΑ ΤΟΥ ΔΗΜΙΟΥΡΓΟΥ ΠΑΣΗΣ ΤΗΣ 

ΚΤΙΣΕΩΣ
ΚΥΡΙΟΥ ΚΑΙ ΘΕΟΥ ΚΑΙ ΣΩΤΗΡΟΣ 

ΗΜΩΝ ΙΗΣΟΥ ΧΡΙΣΤΟΥ

Ἀδελφοί καί τέκνα ἐν Κυρίῳ, 
 
 Συνεπληρώθησαν ἤδη εἰκοσιεννέα ἔτη 

ἀπό τῆς καθιερώσεως ὑπό τῆς Ἁγίας τοῦ 
Χριστοῦ Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας, τῆς ἑορτῆς 
τῆς Ἰνδίκτου ὡς «Ἡμέρας Προστασίας 
τοῦ περιβάλλοντος». Καθ᾿ ὅλον αὐτό τό 
διάστημα τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον 
ὑπῆρξεν ἐμπνευστής καί πρωταγωνιστής 
π ο ι κ ί λ ω ν  δ ρ ά σ ε ω ν,  α ἱ  ὁ π ο ῖ α ι 
ἐκαρποφόρησαν πλουσίως καί ἀνέδειξαν 
τό οἰκολογικόν πνευματικόν δυναμικόν τῆς 
ὀρθοδόξου ἡμῶν παραδόσεως.

 Αἱ οἰκολογικαί πρωτοβουλίαι τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου ἀπετέλεσαν 
ἔναυσμα διά τήν θεολογίαν, διά νά ἀναδείξῃ 
τάς οἰκοφιλικάς ἀρχάς τῆς χριστιανικῆς 
ἀνθρωπολογίας καί κοσμολογίας καί νά 
προβάλῃ τήν ἀλήθειαν ὅτι οὐδέν ὅραμα 
διά τήν πορείαν τῆς ἀνθρωπότητος ἐν τῇ 
ἱστορίᾳ ἔχει ἀξίαν, ἐάν δέν περιλαμβάνῃ 
καί τήν προσδοκίαν ἑνός κόσμου, ὁ 
ὁποῖος θά λειτουργῇ ὡς πραγματικός 
«οἶκος» τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, εἰς μίαν ἐποχήν 
κατά τήν ὁποίαν ἡ συνεχῶς διογκουμένη 
ἀπειλή κατά τοῦ φυσικοῦ περιβάλλοντος 
κυοφορεῖ μίαν παγκόσμιον οἰκολογικήν 
καταστροφήν. Ἡ ἐξέλιξις αὕτη εἶναι ἡ 
συνέπεια μιᾶς συγκεκρι-μένης ἐπιλογῆς 
τρόπου οἰκονομικῆς, τεχνολογικῆς καί 
κοινωνικῆς ἀναπτύξεως, ἡ ὁποία δέν 
σέβεται οὔτε τήν ἀξίαν τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου 
προσώπου, οὔτε τήν ἱερότητα τῆς φύσεως. 
Εἶναι ἀδύνατον νά ἐνδιαφερώμεθα 
πραγματικῶς διά τό ἀνθρώπινον πρόσωπον 
καί ταυτοχρόνως νά καταστρέφωμεν τό 
φυσικόν περιβάλλον, τήν βάσιν τῆς ζωῆς, 
κατ᾿ οὐσίαν δηλαδή νά ὑπονομεύωμεν τό 
μέλλον τῆς ἀνθρωπότητος.

Παρά τό γεγονός ὅτι δέν θεω-
ροῦμεν ὀρθόν νά κρίνωμεν τόν νεω-
τερ ικόν  πολιτ ισμόν  ἐπί  τ ῇ  β άσ ε ι 
«ἁμαρτολογικῶν κριτηρίων», ἐπιθυμοῦμεν 
νά ὑπογραμμίσωμεν ὅτι ἡ καταστροφή τοῦ 
φυσικοῦ περιβάλλοντος εἰς τήν ἐποχήν 
μας συνδέεται μέ τήν ἀλαζονείαν τοῦ 
ἀνθρώπου ἔναντι τῆς φύσεως καί τήν 
ἐξουσιαστικήν σχέσιν του πρός αὐτήν, 
καθώς καί μέ τό εὐδαιμονιστικόν πρότυπον 
τοῦ «πολλῶν δεῖσθαι» ὡς γενικῆς στάσεως 
ζωῆς. Ὅσον λανθασμένον εἶναι τό νά 
πιστεύωμεν ὅτι εἰς τό παρελθόν ὅλα 
ἦσαν καλλίτερα, τόσον ἄτοπον εἶναι 
νά κλείωμεν τά ὄμματα ἐνώπιον ὅσων 
συμβαίνουν σήμερον. Δέν ἀνήκει τό μέλλον 
εἰς τόν ἄνθρωπον, ὁ ὁποῖος ἀναζητεῖ 
ἀκαταπαύστως τεχνητάς ἀπολαύσεις καί 
νέας ἱκανοποιήσεις, ὁ ὁποῖος ζῇ διά τόν 
ἑαυτόν του καί ἀγνοεῖ τόν πλησίον, εἰς τόν 
ἄνθρωπον τῆς προκλητικῆς σπατάλης, 
οὔτε εἰς τόν ἀδικητήν καί ἐκμεταλλευτήν 
τῶν ἀδυνάτων. Τό μέλλον ἀνήκει εἰς 
τήν δικαιοσύνην καί τήν ἀγάπην, εἰς τόν 
μετοχικόν πολιτισμόν τῆς ἀλληλεγγύης 
καί τοῦ σεβασμοῦ τῆς ἀκεραιότητος τῆς 
δημιουργίας.

Τοιοῦτον ἦθος καί τοιοῦτος πολιτισμός 
διασώζεται εἰς τήν θεανθρωπίνην ἐκκλησια-
στικήν παράδοσιν τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας. Εἰς 
τήν μυστηριακήν καί λατρευτικήν ζωήν 

τῆς Ἐκκλη-σίας βιοῦται καί ἐκφράζεται ἡ 
εὐχαριστιακή θεώρησις, νοηματοδότησις 
καί χρῆσις τῆς δημιουργίας. Αὐτή ἡ σχέσις 
μέ τόν κόσμον εἶναι ἀσύμβατος μέ κάθε 
εἴδους ἐσωστρέφειαν καί ἀδιαφορίαν 
διά τήν πλάσιν, μέ κάθε μορφῆς δυϊσμόν 
πνεύματος καί ὕλης καί ὑποτίμησιν τῆς 
ὑλικῆς πραγματικότητος. Τοὐναντίον, ἡ 
εὐχαριστιακή ἐμπειρία εὐαισθητοποιεῖ καί 
κινητοποιεῖ τόν πιστόν εἰς οἰκοφιλικήν 
δρᾶσιν ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ. Ἐν τῷ πνεύματι τούτῳ, 
ἡ Ἁγία καί Μεγάλη Σύνοδος τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
Ἐκκλησίας ὑπεγράμμισεν ὅτι εἰς τά 
μυστήρια τῆς Ἐκκλησίας «καταφάσκεται ἡ 
δημιουργία καί ὁ ἄνθρωπος ἐνδυναμώνεται 
διά νά λειτουργῇ ὡς οἰκονόμος, φύλαξ 
καί «ἱερεύς» αὐτῆς, προσάγων ταύτην 
δοξολογικῶς τῷ Δημιουργῷ» (Ἐγκύκλιος, 
§14).  Κάθε εἴδους κατάχρησις καί 
καταστροφή τῆς κτίσεως καί ἡ μετατροπή 
της εἰς ἀντικείμενον πρός ἐκμετάλλευσιν 
ἀποτελεῖ διαστρέβλωσιν τοῦ πνεύματος 
τοῦ χριστια-νικοῦ Εὐαγγελίου. Δέν εἶναι 
διόλου τυχαῖον, ὅτι ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία 
ἐχαρακτηρίσθη ὡς ἡ «οἰκολογική μορφή» 
τοῦ Χριστιανισμοῦ, ἐφ᾿ ὅσον εἶναι ἡ 
Ἐκκλησία, ἡ ὁποία διέσωσε τήν Θείαν 
Εὐχαριστίαν ὡς πυρῆνα τῆς ζωῆς της.

Συνεπῶς, ἡ οἰκολογική δραστη-
ριοποίησις τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου 
δέν ἀνεπτύχθη ἁπλῶς ὡς ἀντίδρασις εἰς 
τήν σύγχρονον πρωτοφανῆ οἰκολογικήν 
κρίσιν, δέν ἐδημιουργήθη ἀπό αὐτήν, ἀλλά 
ἀποτελεῖ ἔκφρασιν τῆς ζωῆς τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, 
προέκτασιν τοῦ εὐχαριστιακοῦ ἤθους 
εἰς τήν σχέσιν τοῦ πιστοῦ μέ τήν φύσιν. 
Αὐτή ἡ ἐγγενής οἰκολογική συνείδησις 
τῆς Ἐκκλησίας ἐξεδηλώθη εὐθαρσῶς καί 
εὐστόχως ἐν ὄψει τῶν συγχρόνων ἀπειλῶν 
κατά τοῦ φυσικοῦ περιβάλλοντος. Ἡ ζωή 
τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας εἶναι βιωμένη 
οἰκολογία, ἔμπρακτος καί ἀκατάλυτος 
σεβασμός τῆς κτίσεως. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
εἶναι γεγονός κοινωνίας, νίκη κατά τῆς 
ἁμαρτίας καί τοῦ θανάτου, κατά τῆς 
αὐτοδικαιώσεως καί τοῦ ἀτομοκεντρισμοῦ, 
ἀπό τά ὁποῖα ἐκπορεύεται ἡ καταστροφή 
τοῦ περιβάλλοντος. Ὁ Ὀρθόδο-ξος πιστός 
εἶναι ἀδύνατον νά παραμένῃ ἀδιάφορος 
ἔναντι τῆς οἰκολογικῆς κρίσεως. Ἡ 
μέριμνα καί ἡ φροντίς διά τήν πλάσιν εἶναι 
συνέπεια καί ἔκφρασις τῆς πίστεως καί τοῦ 
εὐχαριστιακοῦ ἤθους του. 

Εἶναι προφανές ὅτι διά τήν ἀποτε-
λεσματικήν συμβολήν εἰς τήν ἀντιμετώπισιν 
τῶν οἰκολογικῶν προβλημάτων ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
ὀφείλει νά τά γνωρίζῃ καί νά τά μελετᾷ. 
Γνωρίζομεν ἅπαντες ὅτι ἡ μεγαλυτέρα 
ἀπειλή διά τό περιβάλλον καί τήν 
ἀνθρωπότητα εἶναι σήμερον ἡ κλιματική 
ἀλλαγή καί αἱ καταστροφικαί ἐπιπτώσεις 
της δι᾿ αὐτήν ταύτην τήν ζωήν ἐπί τῆς 
γῆς. Αὐτή ἡ θεματική ἐκυριάρχησε καί 
κατά τό ἕνατον οἰκολογικόν Συμπόσιον, 
τό ὁποῖον διωργάνωσε τό Οἰκουμενικόν 
Πατριαρχεῖον τόν παρελθόντα Ἰούνιον 
εἰς τάς νήσους τοῦ Σαρωνικοῦ Σπέτσες 
καί Ὕδραν, μέ τίτλον «Γιά μιά πιό πράσινη 
Ἀττική. Διασώζοντας τόν πλανήτη καί 
προστατεύοντας τούς κατοίκους του». 
Δυστυχῶς, ἡ πρόσφατος καταστροφική 
πυρκαϊά εἰς τήν Ἀττικήν καί αἱ ἀναμενόμεναι 
συνέπειαι τῆς προκληθείσης μεγάλης περι-
βαλλοντικῆς καταστροφῆς ἀποτελοῦν 
τραγικήν ἐπιβεβαίωσιν τῶν θέσεων 
τῶν συνέδρων διά τήν σοβαρότητα τῆς 
οἰκολογικῆς ἀπειλῆς.

 Τιμιώτατοι ἀδελφοί καί προσφιλέστατα 
τέκνα ἐν Κυρίῳ,

  Ὁ οἰκολογικός πολιτισμός τῆς 
Ὀρθοδοξίας εἶναι ἡ ὑλοποίησις τοῦ 
εὐχαριστιακοῦ ὁράματος τῆς δημιουργίας, 

τό ὁποῖον συμπυκνοῦται καί ἐκφράζεται 
εἰς τήν συνολικήν λειτουργίαν τῆς 
ἐκκλησιαστικῆς ζωῆς. Αὐτό εἶναι τό αἰώνιον 
μήνυμα τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλη-σίας εἰς 
τό θέμα τῆς οἰκολογίας. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
λέγει καί κηρύττει «ἀεί ταὐτά» καί «περί 
τῶν αὐτῶν», συμφώνως καί πρός τά 
ἀνυπέρβλητα λόγια τοῦ Ἱδρυτοῦ καί 
κεφαλῆς αὐτῆς: «ὁ οὐρανός καί ἡ γῆ 
παρελεύσονται, οἱ δέ λόγοι μου οὐ μή 
παρέλθωσι» (Λουκ. κα’, 33). Στοιχοῦσα τῷ 
πνεύματι τούτῳ, ἡ Μήτηρ Ἐκκλησία καλεῖ 
τάς ἀνά τήν οἰκουμένην Ἀρχιεπισκοπάς καί 
Μητροπόλεις αὐτῆς, τάς ἐνορίας καί τάς 
ἱεράς Μονάς, νά ἀναπτύξουν πρωτοβουλίας 
καί συντονισμένας δράσεις, προγράμματα 
περιβαλλοντικῆς εὐαισθητοποιή-σεως, 
νά ὀργανώσουν συνέδρια καί ὁμιλίας, 
ὥστε οἱ πιστοί νά συνειδητοποιήσουν ὅτι 
ἡ προστασία τοῦ φυσικοῦ περιβάλλοντος 
εἶναι πνευματική εὐθύνη ἑκάστου ἐξ 
ἡμῶν. Τό φλέγον θέμα τῆς κλιματικῆς 
ἀλλαγῆς, τά αἴτια καί αἱ ἐπιπτώσεις του 
διά τόν πλανήτην καί τήν καθημερινότητα 
τῶν ἀνθρώπων ἀποτελοῦν εὐκαιρίαν διά 
προσεγγίσεις καί συζητήσεις ἐπί τῇ βάσει 
τῶν ἀρχῶν τῆς θεολογικῆς οἰκολογίας καί 
διά συγκεκριμένας πρακτικάς παρεμβάσεις. 
Εἶναι ζωτικῆς σημασίας νά δοθῇ ἔμφασις εἰς 
τήν δρᾶσιν εἰς τοπικόν ἐπίπεδον. Ἡ ἐνορία 
ἀποτελεῖ τό κύτταρον τῆς ἐκκλησιαστικῆς 
ζωῆς, χῶρον προσωπικῆς παρουσίας καί 
μαρτυρίας, ἐπικοινωνίας καί συνεργασίας, 
λειτουργικήν καί διακονικήν κοινότητα.

 Ἰδ ια ιτέρ α μέρ ιμν α πρέπ ε ι  ν ά 
ἐπιδειχθῇ διά τήν ὀργάνωσιν τῆς ἐν 
Χριστῷ διαπαιδαγω-γήσεως τῆς νέας 
γενεᾶς, ὥστε νά καλλιεργῆται εἰς αὐτήν 
τό οἰκολογικόν ἦθος. Ἡ ἐκκλησιαστική 
κατήχησις πρέπει νά ἐνσταλάζῃ εἰς τήν 
ψυχήν τῶν παιδίων καί τῶν νέων τόν 
σεβασμόν πρός τήν «καλήν λίαν» πλᾶσιν, 
κίνητρα διά δραστηριοποίησιν εἰς τήν 
προστασίαν τοῦ περιβάλλοντος καί τήν 
ἐλευθεροποιόν ἀλήθειαν τῆς ἁπλότητος, 
καί τῆς λιτότητος καί τοῦ ἀσκητικοῦ ἤθους, 
τοῦ μετοχικοῦ τρόπου τοῦ βίου καί τῆς 
θυσιαστικῆς ἀγάπης. Εἶναι ἀπαραίτητον, 
οἱ νέοι νά κατανοήσουν τήν εὐθύνην 
των διά τήν ἐφαρμογήν ἐν τῇ πράξει τῶν 
οἰκολογικῶν συνεπειῶν τῆς πίστεώς μας, 
νά γνωρίσουν καί νά γνωστοποιήσουν τήν 
καθορι-στικήν συμβολήν τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Θρόνου εἰς τήν ὑπόθεσιν τῆς προστασίας 
τοῦ φυσικοῦ περιβάλλοντος.

Περαίνοντες τόν λόγον, εὐχόμεθα 
πᾶσιν ὑμῖν εὐλογημένον ἐκκλησιαστικόν 
ἔτος καί δαψιλῆ καρποφορίαν τῶν 
πνευματικῶν ὑμῶν ἀγώνων, ἐπικαλούμεθα 
δέ ἐφ᾿ ὑμᾶς τήν ζωηφόρον χάριν καί τό 
ἀμέτρητον ἔλεος τοῦ πανδώρου Κυρίου καί 
Θεοῦ καί Σωτῆρος ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, 
τοῦ ἀρχηγοῦ καί τελειωτοῦ τῆς πίστεως 
ἡμῶν, πρεσβείαις τῆς Παναγίας τῆς 
Παμμακαρίστου, ἧς τήν τιμίαν εἰκόνα, τό 
σεπτόν κειμήλιον τοῦ Γένους, ἑορτίως, 
εὐσεβο-φρόνως καί ἐν ταπεινώσει σήμερον 
κατασπαζόμεθα.

 
,βιη’ Σεπτεμβρίου α’

Υπό του π. Παναγιώτη Αθ. Τσάμπηρα
(πώην εφημερίου στη Θεολογική Σχολή του 
Τιμίου Σταυρού)

Πριν από οκτώ χρόνια, τον Οκτώβριο 
του 2010 καθιερώθηκε μία εβδομάδα στη 
Θεολογική Σχολή του Τιμίου Σταυρού για 
να εορτασθεί η εκατοστή επέτειος  από 
την γέννηση του μακαριστού επισκόπου 
Αβύδου Γερασίμου (10-10-1910  - 10-10-
2010).  Κατά την διάρκεια της εβδομάδας 
αυτής εορτάσθηκε ο βίος του αγαπημένου 
επισκόπου και έγιναν γνωστές πολλές 
πτυχές του έργου του δια μέσου διαφόρων 
ομιλιών και συζητήσεων που έλαβαν 
μέρος μεταξύ φοιτητών, καθηγητών 
και επισκεπτών της Σχολής.  Εκλεκτό  
σημείο του εορτασμού υπήρξε και η 
μεταθανάτιος εκτύπωση και παρουσίαση 
του μνημειώδους και  τελευταίου βιβλίου 
του μακαριστού επισκόπου Γερασίμου, 
Υπόμνημα στο κατά Ιωάννην Ευαγγέλιον, 
σε δύο τόμους, ελληνικά καὶ αγγλικά.  
Τα γεγονότα της εβδομάδας τελείωσαν 
με αρχιερατική θεία λειτουργία και ιερό 
μνημόσυνο στο μνήμα του μακαριστού 
επιστόπου, το οποίον ευρίσκεται πίσω από 
το ιερό του παρακλησίου της Σχολής και 
όπου εμφαίνεται χαραγμένο στη μαρμάρινη 
πλάκα του τάφου του το κείμενο του 
Αποστόλου Παύλου: “ ’Eμοὶ γὰρ τὸ ζῆν 
Χριστὸς καὶ τὸ ἀποθανεῖν κέρδος” (Φιλ. 
1·21), που εκφράζει και την αθάνατη πίστη, 
ελπίδα και αγάπη του μακαριστού Γέροντος 
προς τον Σωτήρα και Θεόν μας Ιησούν 
Χριστόν.

Και πρίν από την αναμνηστική 
αυτή εκδήλωση του 2010, αλλά και πιο 
πολύ μετά απ’ αυτήν,  δημιουργήθηκαν 
πολλές προσευχητικές αναμνήσεις και 
ευσεβείς συζητήσεις για τον οσιακό βίο 
και το ευλογημένο  έργο του μακαριστού 
επισκόπου Γερασίμου ματαξύ των ευσεβών 
ορθοδόξων χριστιανών  στην Αμερικήν.  Η 
συνολική εκκλησιαστική συνείδησις του 
λαού σιγά σιγά αυξάνεται και ωριμάζει, 
καθώς όλο και πιο πολλοί πιστοί ζητούν 
να πλροφορηθούν και να συμμετάσχουν 
στην θεάρεστην αυτήν προσπάθειαν και να 
προσφέρουν τις προσωπικές  αναφορές και 
μαρτυρίες τους για την αγιότητα του βίου 
του μακαριστού Γέροντος Γερασίμου.

Πρόσφατα η Ιερά Σύνοδος του 
Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχίου υπό την 
προεδρίαν του Παναγιωτάτου Οικουμενικού 
Πατριάρχου Βαρθολομαίου, αναγνώρισε 
την καθολική εκκλησιαστική συνήδειση 
του πιστού λαού του Θεού περί τριών 
ασκητικών και οσιακών μοναχών και τους 

Μιά Ανάμνηση για τον 
Μακαριστό Επίσκοπο 

Γεράσιμο Παπαδόπουλον
(+ 1910 – 1995)
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Eγκύκλιος του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου για το 
Νέο Εκκλησιαστικό Έτος

Αρχείο GOA
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ανακήρυξε νέους αγίους της Ορθοδόξου 
Εκκλησίας.   Ούτοι είναι οι γνωστοί πλέον 
Άγιοι  -  Άγιος Παΐσιος ο Αγιορείτης,  Άγιος 
Πορφύριος ο Καυσοκαλιβίτης και ο Άγιος 
Ιάκωβος της Εύβοιας.

Βλέποντας λοιπον τις θαυμάσιες 
ε υ λ ογ ί ε ς  π ο υ  πρ ο ή λ θ ον  απ ό  τ ι ς 
αγιοποιήσεις αὐτές για τον λαόν του 
Θεού, αναλογίζεται κανείς ότι τώρα 
είναι καιρός ευπρόσδεκτος για να γίνει 
ευρύτερα πιο γνωστό αυτό που πολλοί 
πιστοί εδώ στην Αμερική ομολογούν 
επί δεκαετίες:  “Ο Επίσκοπος Γεράσιμος, 
ο πνευματκός Γέροντας και οσιακός 
αρχιερέας του Χριστού στην Αμερικήν 
είναι ένας κατά πάντα αντάξιος υποψύφιος 
να ανακηρυχθεί άγιος της Ορθοδόξου 
Εκκλησίας!”   Ένα τέτοιo γεγονός, εάν, 
Θεού θέλοντος, υπήρξε και θέλημα του 
Κυρίου Ιησού Χριστού και εγένετο δεκτό 
και από την Ιεραρχίαν της Εκκλησίας για να 
καθιερωθεί τελικά και από την Ιερά Σύνοδο 
του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχίου, κατά την 
παράδοση της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας, 
τότε η αυξάνουσα  εκκλησιαστική 
συνήδειση του λαού θα δικαιούτο καθ’ 
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Μιά Ανάμνηση για τον Μακαριστό Επίσκοπο 
Γεράσιμο Παπαδόπουλον

(+ 1910 – 1995)

του Σταύρου Η. Παπαγερμανού 

Ν Ε Α  ΥΟΡΚ Η  –  Ο  Πρ ό εδρ ο ς 
της Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας κ. Νίκος 
Αναστασιάδης επισκέφθηκε χθές 24 
Σεπτεμβρίου 2018, την Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή 
Αμερικής και συναντήθηκε με τον 
Σεβασμιώτατο Αρχιεπίσκοπο Αμερικής κ. 
Δημήτριο. Ο κ. Αναστασιάδης βρίσκεται 
στη Νέα Υόρκη για τις εργασίες της Γενικής 
Συνελεύσεως του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων 
Εθνών.

Οι δύο ηγέτες συζήτησαν για όλο το 
φάσμα των θεμάτων που αφορούν την 
Κύπρο, τα προβλήματα και τις προκλήσεις 
που αντιμετωπίζονται στην σημερινή 
διεθνή πραγματικότητα.

Τον κ.  Αναστασιάδη σ υνόδευε 
πρ ώτ η  κ υ ρ ί α  τ η ς  Κύ πρ ο υ  κ υ ρ ί α 
Άντρη Αναστασιάδου. Στη συνάντηση 
π αρ έ σ τ η σ αν  ε π ί σ η ς  ο  Υπ ο υ ργ ό ς 
Εξωτερικών κ. Νίκος Χριστοδουλίδης, ο 
Κυβερνητικός Εκπρόσωπος κ. Πρόδρομος 
Προδρόμου, ο Υφυπουργός παρά τω 
Προέδρω κ. Βασίλειος Πάλμας, ο Μόνιμος 
Αντιπρόσωπος της Κύπρου στον ΟΗΕ 
πρέσβυς κ. Κορνήλιος Κορνηλίου, ο 
Γενικός Πρόξενος της Κύπρου στη Νέα 
Υόρκη κ. Αλέξης Φαίδωνος, η κυρία Έλενα 
Μηνά, του διπλωματικού γραφείου του 
Προοέδρου της Δημοκρατίας, και ο 
Αρχιγραμματεύς της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής 
Συνόδου Θεοφιλέστατος Επίσκοπος Ζήλων 
κ. Σεβαστιανός.

Μετά τη συνάντηση με τον Αρχιε-
πίσκοπο ο Πρόεδρος Αναστασιάδης 
δήλωσε: «είχα την ιδιαίτερη ικανοποίηση 
να συναντηθώ, όπως πράττω εξάλλου τα 
τελευταία έξι χρόνια, με τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο 
Αμερικής και βεβαίως να έχουμε όχι απλά 
μια φιλική συνομιλία, αλλά δημιουργική 
συνομιλία που αφορά τη δράση του 
Αρχιεπισκόπου, τη στήριξη και την επιρροή 
που ασκεί μέσα από τη θέση του για το 
εθνικό πρόβλημα της Κύπρου αλλά και 
τη σημαντική ανθρωπιστική βοήθεια που 
προσφέρει προς την Κύπρο μέσω των 
ομογενών, και που αφορά ιδιαίτερα τους 

ολοκληρίαν, και ένα ισχυρό πνεύμα νέας 
ελπίδας, νέας αναζωπυρωμένης πίστεως 
και πιο ένθερμης αγάπης θα επικρατούσε 
και μεταξύ του Κλήρου της Εκκλησίας 
και του Λαού του Θεού στην Ορθόδοξον 
Εκκλησίαν εις Αμερικήν.

Με την προσφορά της αναμνηστικής 
α υτ ή ς  π αρ ά κ λη σ η ς ,  τα π ε ιν ά  κ α ι  
βαθυσέβαστα, δια μέσου του Ορθοδόξου 
Παρατηρητή, προσφέρεται και μια γενική 
πρόσκληση σε όλους τους πιστούς της 
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής, αλλά 
και απανταχού, όχι μόνο ν’ αποκτήσουν 
μια πληρέστερη πληροφόρηση για αυτήν 
την ιεράν διαδικασίαν, αλλά και για  να 
προσέλθουν όσοι θέλουν να προσφέρουν 
και να καταθέσουν την ιδικήν τους 
προσωπική μαρτυρία:  Πως η ζωή του 
καθενός ευλόγηθηκε και καθοδηγήθηκε 
κατά Θεόν από την χριστοειδή αγάπη και 
την χαριτωμένη και θεάρεστον διακονία που 
προσέφρε στην Εκκλησίαν εφόρου ζωής ο 
υποδειγματικός ιερέας, ο ακατακούραστος 
καθηγητής, ο πνευματικός πατέρας και ο 
βαθυστόχαστος εξομολόγος, και ειδικά ο 
εμπνευσμένος και χαρισματικός αρχιερέας 
της Εκκλησίας  -  ο αγαπητός και οσιακός 
Επίσκοπος Γεράσιμος.

άπορους φοιτητές οι οποίοι δεν μπορούν 
να ολοκληρώσουν τις σπουδές τους και 
που μέσα από τις δικές του προσπάθειες 
έχει γίνει κατορθωτό η Πρώτη Κυρία να έχει 
συστήσει τον Φορέα Κοινωνικής Στήριξης 
φοιτητών.

Σήμερα είμαστε ευτυχείς να λέμε ότι 
δεν υπάρχουν παιδιά που σπουδάζουν 
και δεν μπορούν να πάρουν τίτλους 
σπουδών. Θέλω να του εκφράσω τη 
βαθιά ευγνωμοσύνη του Κυπριακού λαού 
τόσο για τη στήριξη του σε ό,τι αφορά 
το εθνικό μας πρόβλημα όσο και για 
την ενότητα που δημιουργεί μέσα στις 
παροικιακές οργανώσεις, έτσι ώστε να 
δραστηριοποιούνται σε πολιτικό επίπεδο, 
αλλά ειδικότερα για την προσφορά του στη 
σπουδάζουσα νεολαία της πατρίδας μας».

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Δημή-
τριος εξέφρασε την βαθύτατη ευγνωμοσύνη 
του για μια συνάντηση πολύ ανθρώπινη και 
εγκάρδια και σημείωσε: «Όχι απλώς μας 
ενδιαφέρει αλλά μας απασχολεί μονίμως 
το θέμα της Κύπρου ως ένα θέμα που 
πιστεύουμε ότι ο Θεός θα βοηθήσει κάποτε 
να λυθεί με τον σωστό τρόπο. Ταυτόχρονα 
έχουμε μια σειρά εκδηλώσεων που γίνονται 
σε σχέση με την Κύπρο τις οποίες θεωρώ 
πάρα πολύ σημαντικές. Ο Πρόεδρος έκανε 
μια αναφορά σε αυτό τον ειδικό οργανισμό 
που έγινε με πρωτοβουλία της πρώτης 
Κυρίας...(Φορέας Κοινωνικής Στήριξης 
Φοιτητών) ... είναι υπόδειγμα και μοντέλο 
οργανισμού αυτό που έγινε στην Κύπρο 
διότι έχει συνέχεια και αντικειμενικό 
έλεγχο, ώστε να είναι πάντοτε υπηρετικό 
του σκοπού για τον οποίον έγινε και όχι 
άλλον σκοπό που είναι δευτερεύων. Είναι 
κάτι μεγάλο για το οποίο η Κύπρος πρέπει 
να καυχάται», είπε ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος και 
επανερχόμενος στο Κυπριακό τόνισε: 

«Για μας ο αγώνας για την Κύπρο είναι 
ένα ανοικτό θέμα που θα κλείσει όταν 
κλείσει σωστά το Κυπριακό. Πριν από αυτό 
δεν θα δώσουμε δεν θα δώσουμε ανάπαυση 
τοις κροτάφοις ημών ουδέν νυσταγμόν τοις 
βλεφάροις ημών έως ότου έχουμε αυτή τη 
λύση»

ΕΠΙΣΚΕΨΗ ΤΟΥ ΠΡΟΕΔΡΟΥ ΑΝΑΣΤΑΣΙΑΔΗ 
ΣΤΟΝ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΟ ΔΗΜΗΤΡΙΟ

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος και κληρικοί του Ελληνικού Κολλεγίου / Θεολογικής 
Σχολής του Τιμίου Σταυρού εορτάζουν την Εορτή του Σταυρού στο παρεκκλήσιο της 
σχολής στις 14 Σεπτ.

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

Ο Πρόεδρος Αναστασιάδης και ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος συζητούν αρκετά θέματα 
σχετικά με την Κύπρο. Στη συνάντηση παρευρίσκονται επίσης ο Υπουργός Εξωτερικών Νίκος 
Χριστοδουλίδης, η Κα Αναστασιάδη και ο Επίσκοπος Σεβαστιανός (κάτω). Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
και ο Πρόεδρος δίνουν συνέντευξη Τύπου μετά τη συνάντησή τους στην οποία συμμετείχαν 
δημοσιογράφοι από αρκετούς ειδησεογραφικούς οργανισμούς.
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By William H. Samonides, Ph.D.

     An exhibition highlighting some 
of the earliest Greek Orthodox parishes 
and priests in America will open at the 
St. Photios Greek Orthodox National 
Shrine in St Augustine, Fla., in January.

Early Greek Orthodox Parishes 
and Priests of the South will examine 
the history and development of 14 par-
ishes, including six cathedrals, in seven 
states from the Metropolises of Atlanta, 
Denver, and Detroit. 

The exhibition is the work of this 
writer and Dr. Regine J. Samonides. It is 
their third exhibition of a planned cycle 
of five to be held at the Shrine and re-
places Pioneering Priests: Establishing 
the Greek Orthodox Faith in America, 
which has been on display since 2015. 

The new exhibition will be dis-
played during calendar year 2019 and 
will be followed by an exhibition from 
the Benaki Museum in Athens that is 
scheduled for 2020. 

Today the South is a center of dy-
namic growth for the Greek Orthodox 
faith. In the early 20th century, New 
York and New England were the ma-
jor centers of immigration and parish 
creation, with the South accounting for 
less than 15 percent of the Greek Ortho-
dox parishes in America. Although the 
southern parishes were fewer in num-
ber, they included some of the earliest 
parishes established in America. 

The new exhibition features the 
parishes of Holy Trinity-Holy Cross Ca-
thedral in Birmingham, Ala.; Annuncia-
tion in Mobile, Ala; St. John the Divine 
in Jacksonville, Fla; Annunciation in 
Pensacola, Fla; St. Nicholas Cathedral 
in Tarpon Springs, Fla; Annunciation 
Cathedral in Atlanta, St. Paul’s in Sa-
vannah, Ga; Holy Trinity Cathedral in 
New Orleans, St. George in Shreveport, 
La; Holy Trinity Cathedral in Charlotte, 
N.C; Holy Trinity in Charleston, S.C; 
St. Nicholas in Spartanburg, S.C; St. 
George Cathedral in Greenville, S.C; 
and Holy Trinity in Nashville.

The exhibition illustrates the histo-
ry of each parish, how the faithful estab-
lished a house of worship, and how the 
early priests served each community.

 One of the significant figures ap-
pearing in the exhibition is Metropoli-
tan Germanos Polyzoidis (1897-1993) 
who, in 1941 was the first to be assigned 
to oversee the Church in the South. Few 
served the Church in America longer 
and in more capacities than Metropoli-
tan Germanos. He was the first secretary 
and Archdeacon of the Archdiocese, and 
later served as parish priest, Bishop, and 
Metropolitan. After the untimely pass-
ing of Archbishop Michael in July 1958, 
he was head of the Archdiocese locum 
tenens for almost a year until Archbish-
op Iakovos assumed his responsibilities 
in April 1959. 

Born Hippocrates John Polyzoidis 
near Constantinople in 1897, he was 
ordained to the deaconate in Athens by 
Metropolitan Meletios Metaxakis, head 
of the Church of Greece. He began his 
postgraduate work at New York Uni-
versity in the fall of 1919, combining 
his studies with duties as secretary of 
the Church in America. In that capacity, 

he was active during the creation of the 
Archdiocese and co-signed the Arch-
diocese Charter at the first Clergy-Laity 
Congress in September 1921. 

Ordained to the priesthood in 1927 
by Archbishop Alexander, the first head 
of the Church in America, Fr. Germanos 
became the first priest of the newly-
established Saint Demetrios parish in 
Astoria, New York. The following year 
he was elected Metropolitan of Austra-
lia but declined the post to remain in 
America. He would serve at St. Deme-
trios for 14years. In November 1941, 
following the death of Bishop Kallistos 
Papageorgopoulos, the Holy Synod in 
Constantinople again elected him to the 
episcopacy. This time he accepted and 
was consecrated in New York as bishop 
of the titular see of Nyssa by Archbish-
op Athenagoras. Initially it was thought 
that he would succeed Bishop Kallistos 
as Bishop of Chicago, but he was in-
stead appointed the first bishop of the 
parishes of the 10 southern states. 

Two weeks after his consecration, 
Bishop Germanos celebrated the Divine 
Liturgy at the Annunciation in Atlanta.

At this service he also ordained Ae-
mil Pouleropoulos (1916-2009), arch-
deacon to Archbishop Athenagoras, to 
the priesthood, the first such ordina-
tion held at Annunciation. The follow-
ing Sunday, he traveled to St. George 
Church (now a cathedral) in Greenville, 
S.C. There he installed Fr. Pouleropou-
los as the second priest of the fledgling 
parish. 

Metropolitan Germanos was a dis-
tinguished scholar. Initially trained at 
the Patriarchal Theological School in 
Halki, he received a Doctor of Divin-
ity degree from New York University. 
Author of 18 books, he later served as 
one of the first faculty members of the 
Greek Orthodox Theological Institute in 
Pomfret, Conn. (now Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology in Brook-
line, Mass.) and was an early editor of 
the Orthodox Observer. 

In 1962, at the request of Archbish-
op Iakovos, the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
honored Bishop Germanos for his ser-
vices, designating him titular Metropol-
itan of Hierapolis. After his retirement 
in 1963, Metropolitan Germanos con-
tinued to serve the archdiocese from his 
residence in Astoria until he was no lon-
ger physically able to do so. After a life 
of distinguished service to the Church, 
Metropolitan Germanos passed away in 
New York in 1993.

 At the time of his death, he was the 
last living signatory of the articles of in-
corporation of the Archdiocese.

The first Greek Orthodox national 
shrine established in North America, St. 
Photios is on the United States National 
Register of Historic Places. It was dedi-
cated and opened in1982 by Archbishop 
Iakovos. Located at 41 St. George Street 
in historic St. Augustine, the Shrine is 
open daily. 

For more information about the 
Shrine and this exhibition, visit its web-
site stphotios.org or contact Polexeni 
(Polly) Hillier, director of the Shrine, at 
904-829-8205 or phillier@stphotios.
org. 

Exhibit on Early Parishes, Priests
to Open at St. Photios Shrine



SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 201818

Metropolis News

Presvytera Stacey Dorrance, from Den-
ver, who led a small group of chanters 
in preparing for the Orthros service and 
other hymns during the Divine Liturgy. 
Chrysanthy, Presvytera Stacey and 
their other sister, Presvytera Marika 
Brown, from Boulder, Colo., comprise 
the trio Eikona. 

A highlight of the conference was a 
special concert by these talented wom-
en who offered a truly uplifting perfor-
mance which was attended by the local 
community in addition to the confer-
ence participants. 

 The conference also provided edu-
cational workshops including Growing 
a Multi-Generational Music Program, 
and the Theology of the Liturgy, Vo-
cal Techniques and Beginning and Ad-
vanced Conducting. 

For the past 18 months, the Me-
tropolis Church Music Federation has 
been examining their infrastructure and 
identifying ways to engage more peo-
ple in this important work. 

The group is currently working 
towards a more integrated leadership 
team that would allow more people to 
be involved, offering their talents and 
organizational skills to this endeavor.

  from page 11

San Diego Hosts
Church Musicians

Though Metropolitan Gerasimos 
was not able to attend this conference, 
he offered a special message to the 
church musicians which encouraged 
them on their journey towards a more 
unified ministry structure stating, “This 
transition is now allowing for more po-
sitions that are specialized and respon-
sive to the needs of our faithful. 

They are bringing in new people – 
and younger people – who share your 
passion for the music of the Church. 

They are eager to use their talents 
to see the ministry grow.

I assure you, there is room for 
choirs, chanters, congregations and 
youth to participate in worship in a col-
laborative and cooperative way. 

Do not be fearful of these oppor-
tunities; rather you need to embrace 
them and work with them to re-charge 
your work and expand your vision so 
that 10, 20 and even 50 years down the 
road, the Church musicians in our me-
tropolises and Archdiocese will have 
multiplied and be full of melody in 
praise to God.”

Participants of the 2018 Metropolis of San Francisco Church Music Conference

Joel Ortiz photo

    PITTSBURGH - The Metrop-
olis of Pittsburgh will host regional 
International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) Homefront Training 
sessions in October and November to 
present procedures for various emer-
gency, disaster or other crisis situa-
tions parishes may face.In the US, 
IOCC has taken its years of expertise 
in dealing with oversees catastrophes, 
and its experiences in responding to 
major local events (Hurricane Katrina, 
Superstorm Sandy, et al.), and created 
a program to assist the communities.

Metropolis Chancellor Fr. George 
S. Callos notes that these sessions will 
focus on preparing parish leadership 
for natural disasters (weather events, 
fire, and the like) and man-made cri-
ses, so the church community can be 
prepared to not only help itself but 

IOCC to Hold Training Sessions
also, in the cases where these events 
happen in the neighborhood, to help 
those in great need around them, and 
become a part of a network of sup-
port coordinated through IOCC.Train-
ing sessions will take place Oct. 13 in 
Columbus, Ohio, from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
(lunch included), and on Oct. 14 in 
Canton, Ohio, from 2-5 p.m. (refresh-
ments included). Future sessions are 
being planned for the central and east-
ern regions of the Metropolis in mid-
November.

Three to five parish leaders are in-
vited to attend the session either clos-
est or most time-convenient for them.

These events are free of cost be-
cause of the work of IOCC, the host 
communities of Annunciation Cathe-
dral in Columbus, St. Haralambos in 
Canton and the Metropolis.

SALT LAKE CITY – The 2018 
Metropolis of Denver Young Adult 
Conference took place over Labor Day 
weekend with nearly 200 participants 
were in attendance from all around the 
nation. Six dynamic speakers were in-
vited to lead workshops and discussions 
with the participants. Through a series 
discussions, social events, and the op-
portunity to gather together for Divine 
Liturgy, the aim was to create an at-
mosphere of safety and support while 
emphasizing shared experiences in our 
walk with Christ. We focused conversa-
tions on everyday issues that are faced 
by typical young adults and how those 
issues impact our Faith.  Each speaker 

touched on topics that connected to 
the theme of “Finding Community in 
Christ.” Speakers were as follows: 

Fr. Constantine Lazarakis of Kimis-
is Church in Southampton, NY; Fr. Ma-
rio Giannopoulos of  the host parish of 
Holy Trinity/Prophet Elias in Salt Lake 
City; Eva Konstantakos, Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries director for the 
Metropolis of Detroit; Nicholas Savas, 
director of Donor Relations and Stew-
ardship for the Orthodox Christian Net-
work; Christy Buck,  Executive Direc-
tor of the Mental Health Foundation of 
West Michigan; and Jenny Stasinopou-
los, Director of Youth and Young Adult 
Ministries for the Metropolis of Denver.

Nearly 200 Attend  YAL Conference

PILGRIMAGE TO JORDAN AND THE HOLY LAND: 
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led by Fr. Michael Platanis
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led by Fr. John Vlahos of  the Archdiocesan Cathedral in NYC &
Fr. Chysostomos Gilbert of  Annunciation Church in NYC.
Feb 15-23, 2019 
led by Fr. Luke Veronis 
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PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY
May 4-15, 2019
led by Fr. Costa Keares
of St. Paul Church in North Royalton, OH
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By Fr. Angelo Artemas

There seems to be a consensus on 
how most people feel about the forced 
separation of families, as deafening 
noise and emotion were demonstrated 
over recent border separations. But the 
concern of this commentary is not about 
immigration or border security policy, 
but about the prevalence of the willful 
separation of families. 

Where are the demonstrations 
when children are blatantly aban-
doned? Where is the ire when children 
are court-ordered to be in split custody 
and residences upon parental divorce? 
Where is the outrage over the 35 per-
cent of children being born in the Unit-
ed States to single mothers, effectively 
separating them from a father? Where 
is the noise being made over unmar-
ried couples having children, relegating 
them to a non-binding family structure? 
And isn’t an abortion technically the 
separation of a child from both biologi-
cal parents? When a pregnant woman is 
harmed, injured or murdered, numerous 
laws allow the fetus to be recognized as 
a human child.

The prevalence today of couples 
having children outside of marriage 
must not only be noticed, but must also 
be called out; for it is a form of separa-
tion. Without question and even before 
they are able to express or verbalize, 
children always feel safer and more 
secure when their parent’s relationship 
is legitimized, legal, witnessed and cel-
ebrated – and yes – sanctified. This sat-
isfies their emotional and spiritual needs 
in a very profound way. Those who ar-
gue that they do not need a certificate 
to validate their relationship are missing 
the point entirely, because their chil-
dren do. In the current award-winning 
original Broadway musical Dear Evan 
Hansen, the second to last song “So 
Big/So Small” viscerally articulates the 
vulnerable feelings of a child when , af-
ter his father moves out, young Evan’s 
mother sings:  “That night, I tucked you 
into bed. I will never forget how you sat 
up and said, ‘Is there another U-Haul 
truck coming to our driveway tomor-

The Separation of Families
row? A truck that will take mommy 
away?’”

To be clear, there are absolutely cir-
cumstances where a couple should be 
granted a divorce both civilly and from 
the church; particularly when manipu-
lation, coercion, fraud and abuse are 
factors. But are “irreconcilable differ-
ences” and “fallen out of love” enough 
to willfully separate a family? Do chil-
dren ever fully accept that a divorce is 
not their fault? Do children really enjoy 
dual custody and holidays, and ongoing 
tensions between their mother and their 
father?

In 2001 alternative rock artists 
Blink 182 wrote the haunting hit “Stay 
Together For The Kids.”

Here’s a sampling of their lyrics: 
It’s hard to wake up…This house is 
haunted, It’s so pathetic…So here’s your 
holiday…You gave it all away…It’s not 
right…Their anger hurts my ears… 
Rather than fix the problems, They nev-
er solve them, It makes no sense at all…
We get along, so why can’t they? If this 
is what he wants, And this is what she 
wants, Then why is there so much pain.

 The crowns of the Orthodox Mar-
riage Sacrament are partly symbolic 
of the self-sacrificial nature of the new 
family – the new House Church. Absent 
abuse, husbands and wives should be 
focused on the well-being of the other 
and of their children, rather than self-
ish or self-serving instincts. In the dif-
ficult circumstances of divorce, rather 
than subtly or blatantly undermining 
the former spouse, or being concerned 
with rebounding and new relationships, 
extreme care and attention should be 
given to the children who understand-
ably have lost their family. 

It has been academically and 
clinically observed that the number 
one factor in the emotional stability of 
a child is not the knowledge that they 
are loved by their mother and father, 
but the knowledge that their mother and 
father love each other. Perhaps when 
this is properly understood, the willful 
separation of families will desist.

Fr. Artemas is the pastor of St. 
George Church, Clifton, N.J

The Eastern Orthodox Committee 
on Scouting (EOCS) recently awarded 
a $1,000 scholarship to Helen Amelia 
McGinnis, a member of Holy Trinity 
Cathedral in Charlotte, N.C. She was 
selected from a nationwide group of 
highly qualified applicants who had re-
ceived both the highest award of their 
Scout organization (Eagle or Gold, for 
Boy Scouts of America and Girl Scouts 
of the USA, respectively) and the high-
est Orthodox Christian religious award, 
the Alpha Omega medal. Students were 
evaluated on how they demonstrated 
love of God and their Orthodox Chris-
tian Faith through scholarship, leader-
ship, service, and practical citizenship 
in their church, school, Scouting unit, 
and community.

Helen attended South Mecklenburg 
High School, and her most recent Scout 
unit is Troop 1133. Her innovative Gold 
Award project dealt with concussion 
prevention, for which she produced and 
delivered a multi-media curriculum, lat-
er posting it on a website as an ongoing 
resource. She graduated in the top 2 per-
cent of her large class as an AP Scholar 
with Honor, tutored ESL and mathemat-
ics classes, competed on swimming and 
cross-country teams, and was recog-
nized for her leadership in her parish, 
community, and Scouting Service Unit. 
She has enrolled at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and plans 
to study computer science.

HELEN MCGINNIS

EOCS Awards 
Scholarship to 

Charlotte, 
N.C. Scout

The EOCS is an agency of the As-
sembly of Canonical Orthodox Bish-
ops of the USA. Formed in 1960, it is 
tasked with coordinating the Orthodox 
Christian Scouting program in America 
and serving as the officially recognized 
representative of the Eastern Orthodox 
Church for both the Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts nationally. Along with granting 
annual scholarships (56 since 1993), 
the EOCS publicizes Orthodox Chris-
tian Scouting, holds retreats, assists in 
the formation of troops, and offers three 
age-appropriate religious awards for 
Scouts. For more information about any 
of these topics, visit the EOCS website 
at www.eocs.org. 

Contact: Dr. Miriam E. Kotsonis, 
EOCS Scholarship Chairman; mekot-
sonis@gmail.com; 908-672-0001.

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, Ohio 
– Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathe-
dral recently hosted the sixth annual 
Metropolis of Pittsburgh Greek Lan-
guage Festival. Maria Sikoutris served 
as chairman. Hundreds of children and 
families who study Greek converged to 
perform, exhibit artwork, compete in a 
Quiz Bowl, make crafts, and have fun.

    Performances from many Greek 
schools included an original Karagiotzi 
skit by Annunciation in Columbus, a 
duet sung by a grandmother and her 
granddaughter from the host parish, 
songs and a Greek tragedy performed 
by St. Demetrios in Rocky River, songs, 
hymns, a lyra solo, recorder solo, and 
skit from Annunciation in Cleveland, a 
guitar solo from Holy Trinity, Canton, 
songs from St. Paul in North Royalton, 
and a clarinet solo from St. Nicholas 
Cathedral of Pittsburgh. An impressive 
Art Exhibit was on display made up 
of children’s artwork from throughout 
the Metropolis. A variety of craft tables 
were available for children to make cre-
ative pieces.

For the Quiz Bowl, students stud-
ied material and vocabulary words for 
spelling in Greek, liturgical words and 
phrases, words from Greek roots, the 
lives of saints – St. John Maximovitch 

and St. Marina, Greek musical instru-
ments, history of the Persian Wars and 
the Mycenean, Minoan, and Cycladic 
Civilizations, and lives and artwork of 
the Greek artists Kostas Varotsis and 
Nikolaos Gyzis. All teams this year 
competed on the Intermediate Level and 
every team did an incredible job! Win-
ners were: First Place, from St. Nicholas 
in Pittsburgh, Ralou Benos, Toula Dara-
kos, Konstantinos Karamalides; Second 
Place, from Annunciation in Cleveland, 
Konstantina Prinolakis, Gregory Sisa-
mis, Georgios Sisamis; and Third Place, 
from St. Nicholas in Pittsburgh, Stefa-
nia Bounos, Yanna Mavrogeorgis, and 
Perry Velisaris.

Students who participated in the 
festival were given a certificate their 
academic school records denoting their 
participation in an academic foreign 
language activity. 

It was a fun day with much to share 
from each other, and each participant 
went home with a commemorative gift. 
This event is open to the public and we 
encourage you to come and enjoy the 
festival next year! Students interested 
in participating can study material from 
previous festivals online. 

New study material will be released 
in October.

Ohio Church Holds 
Greek Language Festival

EOCS photo
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Thoughts From L.A.

By Fr. John Bakas

There isn’t a media outlet or so-
cial media that isn’t contaminated with 
the deadly passion of anger. Anger in 
politics, anger in families, anger in the 
church when clergy don’t meet the often 
exaggerated expectations of parishio-
ners.  

A man came to work one day with a 
bad limp.  One of his coworkers noticed 
and asked him what had happened.  The 
man answered, “Oh, nothing.  It’s just 
an old hockey injury that acts up every 
once in a while.”  The coworker was sur-
prised at his answer.  “I never knew you 
played hockey,” he said.  The man ex-
plained, “Oh, I didn’t play hockey; I hurt 
it last year during the Stanley Cup play-
offs.  When I lost five hundred dollars 
on the final game, I put my foot through 
the TV set!” When we’re angry we do 
some pretty silly things, don’t we? 

You may have heard about the man 
who spent 3½  hours enduring the long 
lines, surly clerks and insane regulations 
at the So Cal Department of Motor Vehi-
cles. On his way home he remembered 
he needed to stop at a toy store to pick 
up a gift for his son.  He brought his se-
lection, a baseball bat, to the cash regis-
ter.  “Cash or charge?” the clerk asked.  
“Cash,” the man snapped.  Then apolo-
gizing for his rudeness, he explained, 
“I’ve spent the afternoon at the motor-
vehicle bureau.”

“Shall I gift wrap the bat?” the clerk 
asked sweetly.  “Or are you going direct-
ly back there?” 

We’ve all been there, haven’t we?  
I don’t mean to the motor vehicle bu-
reau.  But we’ve all been in situations 
when things were so aggravating that 
we haven’t known what we could do 
with our fury. St. Paul addressed this 
very emotion in the Epistle to the Ephe-
sians 4:30-5:2 when he wrote: “And do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 
whom you were sealed for the day of re-
demption.  Get rid of all bitterness, rage 
and anger, brawling and slander, along 
with every form of malice.  Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you.  Follow God’s examples, therefore, 
as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us as a fragrant of-
fering and sacrifice to God.”

What a supremely important word 
for the divided, angry world in which 
you and I live.  Red states and blue, 
white people and black, rich people 
and poor—we seem to be drifting far-
ther apart.  And here’s something that 
you and I can agree on: Bitterness, rage 
and anger are deadly emotions.  Unfor-
tunately, such displays of destructive 
emotions are becoming almost routine 
in our society.  Two shoppers in a su-
permarket got into a fistfight over who 
should be first in a newly opened check-
out lane. An airline flight returned to a 
major American city after a passenger 
was accused of throwing a can of beer at 
a flight attendant and biting a pilot.  One 
father in an eastern state beat another fa-
ther to death in an argument over rough 
play at their sons hockey practice.  Bad 
tempers are on display everywhere, and 
who can doubt that it is true?  The media 
is constantly reporting incidents of rage 
in politics, airplane rage, biker rage, 
surfer rage, grocery store rage, and rage 

at youth sporting events.  This has led 
scientists to say the United States is in 
the middle of an anger epidemic.  This 
epidemic rattles both those who study 
social trends and parents who fear the 
country is at a cultural precipice.  

And now we have added a new and 
even more deadly form of violence—
men and even boys with automatic 
weapons who take out their rage by kill-
ing scores of innocent people in schools, 
churches, theaters, and sports arenas. 
Where will it all end?

Human beings are practically the 
only species on earth emotionally ca-
pable of killing their own kind.  If any 
evidence were needed of man’s fallen 
nature, it is here.  When bitterness, rage 
and anger, brawling and slander get hold 
of us, we are not only less than the an-
gels; we are less than wild animals. Who 
among us has not seen a normally intel-
ligent, responsible human being act like 
an absolute idiot when out of control 
with rage?  What is happening to us?  Is 
there any hope that the carnage will end 
soon?  

An article titled “Saving the Fam-
ily,” in Newsweek magazine describes 
the American home as the most danger-
ous place to be outside of war and riots.  
Why does the article say this?  Listen to 
these alarming statistics:

Thirty percent of all American cou-
ples experience some form of domestic 
violence; two million couples use lethal 
weapons on each other each year; 20 
percent of all police officers who are 
killed in the line of duty are killed in an-
swering calls regarding family fights; it 
is estimated that 6 to 15 million women 
are battered in the U.S. each year—prob-
ably the highest unreported crime in the 
country. Even in a much less violent 
level, relationships are damaged when 
we let our emotions get out of control.  

St. Paul writes, “Be kind and com-
passionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you.  Follow God’s example, therefore, 
as dearly loved children and walk in the 
way of love, just as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us as a fragrant of-
fering and sacrifice to God.”

Follow God’s example. That is the 
only answer to bitterness, rage and an-
ger, brawling and slander.  Remember-
ing how God accepts and forgives us 
when we do wrong.  This is the surest 
way to let go of our anger when the ac-
tions of others disturb us.  There is a 
God-man hanging on a cross, God’s 
own Son, who is testimony to the way 
God deals with those who disappoint 
Him. We need to follow God’s example 
and with His help let go of our anger and 
determine to deal with all people with 
His example of love before us.  You and 
I sometimes let bitterness, rage and an-
ger; brawling and slander enter our lives.  
We know such emotions are dangerous 
to our well-being and to the well-being 
of those around us.

We need to pray for the ability to 
follow God’s example.  Show kind-
ness rather than anger, love rather than 
hate, forgiveness rather than bitterness.  
“Walk in the way of love, just as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

Fr. John S. Bakas is dean of St. So-
phia Cathedral in Los Angeles and ad-
junct professor of Orthodox Theology at 
Loyola Marymount School of Theology.

Anger…A Deadly Passion!
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By George Tsongranis

Whatever name you choose to 
give it, “Sunday School” or “Church 
School,” the weekly gathering of our 
young people at the parishes for the 
purpose of religious education is an im-
portant element in the overall process of 
learning about our Orthodox Christian 
faith.  But the classroom setting is not 
meant to be the only source for religious 
education, nor for that matter, should it 
be the primary one.

These church-based education 
programs are meant to support and 
strengthen the daily spiritual forma-
tion that is occurring in the home and 
the foundation that comes from actively 
participating in the liturgical life of the 
church. Unfortunately, due to a number 
of reasons, these types of education are 
greatly minimized leaving many parents 
to depend on the weekly 30-40 minutes 
of catechism to pass on the faith. 

St. John Chrysostom writes, “With 
us everything should be secondary com-
pared to our concern with children, and 
their upbringing in the instruction and 
teaching of the Lord.” A family’s spiri-
tual formation depends upon the syner-
gy of all its members. Parents and care-
givers must provide a consistent and 
enthusiastic example for the children of 
a family by leading the participation in 
Orthodox Christian life.In today’s high-
ly complex world, with the dizzying 
array of demands that vie for our time, 
it is critical to establish a solid plan for 
the religious education of your family. 
There are several methods of actively 
engaging in your children’s religious 
education within your church and home.  

Set Priorities
Participating in the life of the Ortho-

dox Church as a family unit is an imper-
ative building block for healthy spiritual 
growth.  When we don’t make church 
the center of our lives, unfortunately, it 
speaks volumes as to what our priorities 
are.  Tee times, bargain hunting, or any 
of a myriad of diversions that compete 
for our time on Sunday morning can and 
must wait. Therefore, being at church 
regularly as a family, as elementary as 
it sounds, is the first step in supporting 
your children’s religious education. The 
experience of the liturgical life, primar-
ily that of the Divine Liturgy, will serve 
as the anchor for your family’s week.  

Spiritual Formation: Whose Job Is It Anyway?
Modeling

Remember, you as parents and/
or caregivers set the tone for the entire 
family as to what is important for your 
family. Children quite often become im-
itators of parental habits, both good and 
bad. Take some time to examine if you 
are living out the teachings of the church 
every day of your life. Do your children 
see you pray? Do they see you read the 
Bible? Is there a continuous connection 
from what is learned in church to what 
is done in the home… or at work… or 
the grocery store? What are your daily 
actions telling your children?

Don’t Be Afraid 
Many of us fear having to be our 

child’s teacher because of our own lack 
of knowledge on the faith.  It is natural 
to have the apprehension of “not know-
ing enough” when engaging your chil-
dren in religious topics. Nobody wants 
to pass on faulty information or look 
foolish in trying to pretend we know 
more than we really do. At some point, 
and likely quite often, your child will 
ask you questions about the faith that 
you will not be able to answer. Remem-
ber, we are all in a process of continu-
ing education throughout the duration of 
our lives. For example, Church School 
teachers don’t always have the an-
swers—they understand this well before 
setting foot in their classroom. What all 
Church School teachers have in com-
mon is a love for both their Orthodox 
Christian faith and children. When ques-
tion arise, they seek out the answers. As 
parents, we too need to seek out answers 
to the many questions that we encounter 
as our children grow in the faith. Talk 
to your parish priest and explain your 
desire to build your faith enrichment. If 
you are not already, take advantage of 
Bible studies and adult religious educa-
tion opportunities within your parish.  

Get Involved
It is mutually beneficial for parents 

and caregivers work together with edu-
cators so that learning about the Ortho-
dox Church takes place in a more com-
prehensive way. Make sure to introduce 
yourself to your children’s teacher at 
some point, preferably at the beginning 
of the school year.  With the teacher’s 
permission, see if it would be possible to 
sit in and observe a class period.  By do-
ing this, you are showing your child that 
you take great interest in their spiritual 

O Greatly-Merciful Lord, Who 
gives food to the birds of the sky and 
to all living things on the earth, who 
watches over the flower that sprouts 
amidst the rocky cliffs: nourish, bring 
up, and protect well our children also.  
Help us, O Lord, to plant in their souls 
what is good and useful for the Holy 
Church and the nation, and what is 
well-pleasing to You, that Your Holy 

The Family Matters podcast—produced by Fr. Alex Goussetis, director of 
the Center for Family Care—features interviews, reflections, book reviews, and 
narratives that will encourage dialogue and strengthen families. You can listen 
to the podcast at www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/familymatters. Here are some 
recent episodes:

“Speaking the Truth in Love” (Eph. 4:15): Improving Family Communica-
tion – This episode draws upon examples in Scripture, specifically the methods 
of communication modeled by Jesus Christ, to improve our style of communi-
cation with family members.

Homeschooling our Children (Part 1 and 2) – In Part 1of this episode, Fr. 
Alex Goussetis speaks with Fr. Noah Bushelli, Director of Homeschooling for 
the Antiochian Archdiocese, on the many resources available to assist and sup-
port families that homeschool their children. For Part 2, Fr. Demetrios and Pres-
vytera Shelly Tsikouris are interviewed on the daily practice and experience of 
homeschooling and its impact on family life.

Name may be exalted through them. 
Fill them, O Lord, with the enlight-
ened wisdom and holy understanding 
which comes down from You. Protect 
them from all the snares of enemies 
both visible and invisible. Command 
Your angels as always to be their en-
lightened guides and counselors in 
all good works. —Archimandrite Ni-
codim Mandita

Prayer for a Child’s Spiritual Formation

Family Matters

development.  Inquire with the teacher 
if there are ways you can enrich what 
is being taught in class at home. Al-
ways ask your child to share what they 
learned and see if there are opportunities 
for you to build on the lesson through-
out the week in the home.

In Conclusion
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 

the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength. 
And these words which I command you 
this day shall be upon your hearts; and 
you shall teach them diligently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, and when you walk 
by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. —Deuteronomy 6:4-7

This passage from Deuteronomy 
is a commission for parents—it doesn’t 
tell us to drop our children at church 
and let the people there be responsible 
for their spiritual upbringing. But rather 
it commands us to teach our children 
everywhere we are during every part of 
the day. By serving as a solid role model 
for your child, you are giving them a 
worthy example for emulation—a leg-
acy to be passed on from generation to 
generation. 

George Tsongranis has a Master 
of Divinity from Holy Cross School of 
Theology. He works for the Archdiocese 
Center for Family Care as the content 
developer.  He lives in Tarpon Springs, 
Fla. with his wife, Melissa and their 
son, Nomikos.
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Presvytera 
Margaret Orfanakos 

NEW YORK—  Presvytera Margaret 
(Pavlides) Orfanakos of Wayne, N.J., 
who along with her husband, Fr. John, 
co-chaired the St. John Chrysostom Na-
tional Oratorical Festival for the past 33 
years, died Aug. 13, surrounded by her 
family. She was 75.

Archbishop Demetrios, upon learn-
ing of Presvytera Orfanakos’ passing, 
and speaking on behalf of the entire 
Archdiocese, expressed his deep and 
profound sorrow. His Eminence held 
a Trisagion memorial service on Aug. 
15, following the Divine Liturgy at the 
Church of the Dormition of the Theoto-
kos in Southampton, N.Y.

Fr. Anton Vrame, director of the 
Archdiocese Department of Religious 
Education, which has the oratorical fes-
tival as part of its mission, noted that 
Presvytera Orfanakos “cared deeply 
about the young people of our Church. 
Her leadership of the Oratorical Festi-
val, along with her late husband, Fr John 
Orfanakos, was a testament to that com-
mitment. The Oratorical Festival was a 
way for the Church to remain an active 
part of young people’s lives, with adult 
mentors guiding them in their knowl-
edge of our Faith. She remained con-
nected with participants of the Festival 
for many years, long after their partici-
pation. Through it all, she was a model 
of faithfulness and grace.” 

Presvytera Orfanakos was born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1942, to George and 
Catherine Pavlides. She married John 
Peter Orfanakos in 1962, who was or-
dained to the priesthood later that year.

Presvytera Margaret and Fr. John 
began their ministry together at As-
sumption Church in Danbury Conn., in 
1962.

After attending classes at St. John’s 
University for two years, she graduated 
in 1964 from Danbury College with a 
degree in elementary education. She 
and Fr. John immersed themselves fully 
into the life of the Assumption Church 
parish. They were blessed with a daugh-
ter, Stephanie, in 1965, who fell asleep 
in the Lord suddenly at two years of 
age. After this, Metropolitan Silas of 
New Jersey assigned them to the parish 
of St. George. Under the guidance of Fr. 
John and Presvytera Margaret, the par-
ish flourished. Presvytera Margaret led 
the Sunday School program for more 
than 40 years.

She also taught Greek School and 
was very involved in the St. Paraskevi 
Philoptochos Society.  She and Fr. John 
served the parish side-by-side begin-
ning new ministries including the Youth 

of St. George (a program for children 
in grades 2-6), and the Senior Citizens 
Group. Presvytera Margaret’s grace, 
kindness and love endeared her to pa-
rishioners from both parishes that she 
served, and many parishioners have be-
come as beloved as family members. In 
honor of their service, the parish of St. 
George named the fellowship hall after 
Fr. John and Presvytera Margaret.

In 1983, she was first introduced to 
the fledgling new Archdiocese ministry, 
the St. John Chrysostom National Ora-
torical Festival. In its first year of exis-
tence, Metropolitan Silas appointed her 
to be the chairman for the Metropolis 
of New Jersey. Two years later, she and 
Fr. John were appointed the National 
Co-Chairpersons of the Oratorical Fes-
tival, and she has served in that position 
for 33 consecutive years, including the 
most recent National Festival held in 
Chicago in June.

The Oratorical Festival was truly 
the passion project of Presvytera’s life 
and under her leadership the program 
grew to become one of the most suc-
cessful ministries of the Archdiocese 
with thousands of teenagers across the 
country participating. She worked tire-
lessly to ensure that each National Fes-
tival was memorable for the participants 
and she had an incredible memory of 
each annual Festival and the 18 finalists 
who represented each Metropolis.

Presvytera Margaret was also very 
involved in the National Sisterhood of 
Presvyteres, and particularly enjoyed 
providing guidance and support to 
younger presvyteres. She was the first 
NSP representative from New Jersey 
and served as vice president from 1992–
1996 and as president from 1996-2000.

Presvytera Margaret was also a very 
loving mother and grandmother. In addi-
tion to her daughter Stephanie, she had 
three other children (Fr. Peter, George 
and Kathy) and she loved spending time 
with them and each of their children. Fr. 
Peter and his wife, Vangie, had a very 
beautiful and special son, John-Peter 
Iakovos, who feel asleep in the Lord 
unexpectedly at the age of 20. George 
and his wife, Maria, lived near Pres-
vytera Margaret and Fr. John in New 
Jersey, with their children Stephanie, 
Yianni, Marina and Gabriella. Kathy 
married George Demacopoulos and 
they live in Commack, Long Island, 
with their four children: Zoe, Elizabeth, 
Eleftherios and Grace. In addition to her 
three children and eight grandchildren, 
Presvytera Margaret is survived by her 
sister, Helen Hanges, and loving sisters-
in-law and brothers-in-law, nieces and 
nephews and their families.

The funeral took place at St. George 
on Aug. 16 with Biship Andonios of 
Phasiane officiating.

Memorial donations can be made to 
either the St. John Chrysostom Oratori-
cal Festival, Fr. John Orfanakos Schol-
arship Fund, c/o Department of Reli-
gious Education; 50 Goddard Avenue, 
Brookline, MA 02445,  or St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church, 818 Valley 
Road,  Clifton NJ 07013

Fr. Photios Tomarakos
NEW CASTLE, Pa. – Fr. Photios 

“Frank” Tomarakos, a retired priest of 
the Archdiocese, died July 19 at age 84. 
He had served parishes in Ohio, Mis-
souri and Pennsylvania.

He was born in Mymphasia, Greece 

on Dec. 15, 1933 and came to the U.S. in 
November 1951. He completed Roslin-
dale High School (Boston) and attended 
Holy Cross School of Theology, receiv-
ing a B.A. degree in 1962.

After marrying Areti Vomvoris of 
Bangor, Maine, he was ordained a dea-
con Sept. 22, 1963 at St. George Church 
in Bangor and a priest a week later at 
Annunciation Cathedral in Boston.

He was assigned to Assumption 
Church in Springfield, Ohio, where he 
served from 1963-1974, then to Annun-
ciation Church, Kansas City, Mo., from 
December 1974 to August 1980. Fr. To-
marakos then served St. George Church 
in New Castle from September 1980 
until his retirement in February 2001.

He was predeceased by his Pres-
vytera of 50 years, Areti, and a brother, 
Peter. Survivors include children Maria 
(Alex) Katsaras of Mentor, Ohio; sons 
Peter of Nashville and John of Boston; 
brothers Dino Thomas and Triando 
Thomas, both of Boston; sisters Asimo 
Belezos and Georgia (no last name giv-
en), both of Boston.

Funeral services took place July 24 
at St. George Church with Metropolitan 
Savas of Pittsburgh presiding, and as-
sisted by other clergy.

Memorial donations may be made 
to St. George Church or the City Rescue 
Mission of New Castle.

V. Rev. Seraphim Poulos
ITHACA, N.Y. – The Very Rev. 

Archimandrite. Seraphim P. (John) Pou-
los, 68, who was serving St. Catherine 
Church and had pastored other Archdio-
cese parishes, died July 27 after battling 
pancreatic cancer.

He was born May 26, 1950, to Pe-
ter and Patty Poulos in Groton, N.Y., but 
moved with his family to Ithaca at age 
2. He completed primary school and 
high school there. His father was among 
the founding members of St. Catherine 
Church and named the parish.

He attended Iona College in New 
Rochelle, N.Y., and earned a BA in his-
tory, then received an M.Div. in Theolo-
gy from Holy Cross School of Theology 
in Brookline, Mass. He also studied the-
ology at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Semi-
nary in Crestwood, N.Y., and attended 
the University of Athens, Greece, for 
one year, and the Catholic University 
of America in Washington, where he 
earned a Ph.D. in Ministry.

He was ordained a deacon at St. 
Catherine Church in Ithaca on Nov. 26, 
1978 and a priest at Holy Trinity Arch-
diocesan Cathedral in New York on 
Dec. 17, 1978.

Fr. Poulos was assigned to Holy 
Trinity Cathedral, serving until July 14, 
1979. His following assignments were 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church, 
Mansfield, Ohio, until Dec. 31, 1981; 
and St. Nicholas Church, Ft. Pierce, 
Fla., until Aug. 24, 1984.

From 1984-87, he studied for his 
doctorate at Catholic University of 
America.

His next assignments were as as-
sistant priest at Annunciation Cathedral, 
Atlanta, from May 1988 to June 1992; 
Holy Cross, Brooklyn, N.Y., until Janu-
ary 1995; St. Elias the Prophet in Santa 
Fe., N.M., from November 2000 to Feb-
ruary 2004; Sts. Nicholas, Constantine 
and Helen in Roseland, N.J., Nov. 2009 
to July 2016, when he retired from the 
active priesthood. He was assigned to 

St. Catherine Church as serving priest 
Sept. 1, 2017. 

Survivors include two sisters, Kath-
erine Poulos VanMarkwyk, and Stella 
Poulos Chronis; an aunt, and other rela-
tives.

Funeral services took place Aug. 2 
at St. Catherine Church with Fr. Dean 
Hountalas, chancellor of the Metropolis 
of Detroit, officiating. He represented 
Metropolitan Nicholas who was unable 
to attend.

Archbishop Demetrios and Metro-
politan Evangelos of New Jersey sent 
personal letters of condolences to Fr. 
Seraphim’s family and the parish in 
Ithaca.

Eight other priests participated at 
the funeral: Frs. Andreas Houpos (St. 
Nicholas Shrine Church in Flushing, 
N.Y., a spiritual son of Fr. Seraphim, 
who read Archbishop Demetrios’ letter 
to the congregation); James Pavlow (St. 
George Church, Trenton, N.J., who read 
Metropolitan Evangelos’ letter); Mi-
chael Marcantoni (Holy Spirit Church, 
Rochester, N.J.); David Smith (St. So-
phia Church, Syracuse, N.Y.);  Nicholas 
Rafael II (St. Demetrios Church, North 
Wildwood, N.J.); George Khitiri (Fr. 
Seraphim’s successor at Sts. Nicholas, 
Constantine & Helen Church in Rose-
land, N.J.); Rev. Stephen Gousios (cur-
rently servicing St. Catherine Church 
in Ithaca); and Tom Parthenakis (Erie, 
Penn., Fr. Seraphim’s predecessor at St. 
Catherine’s).

Memorial contributions may be 
made to St. Catherine Church, to Hospi-
care of Tompkins County, or St. Jude’s 
Research Children’s Hospital in Mem-
phis, Tenn.

Georgia Tangires
BALTIMORE – Georgia Topal 

Tangires served the Annunciation Ca-
thedral in Baltimore for over six decades 
as choir member, organist, and director 
of music. She also served as the choir 
director of the St. Nicholas Church in 
Baltimore for almost 10 years. During 
her tenure as director she participated in 
hierarchical services and programs for 
Patriarchs Demetrios and Bartholomew, 
Archbishops Michael, Iakovos, Spyri-
don, and Demetrios.

Georgia received a scholarship to 
the Peabody Conservatory of Music and 
upon graduation in 1953, was bestowed 
The Harold Randolph Award for out-
standing achievement.

She was an active member of the 
Baltimore Chapter of American Guild 
of Organists, MENC, the National As-
sociation of Teachers of Singing, and 
the Choristers Guild.

Georgia composed and arranged 
extensively for Greek Orthodox choirs 
and organ.

In 1977, Georgia spearheaded the 
formation of the Eastern Federation of 
Greek Orthodox Church Choirs. She 
conducted the Federation’s First Con-
ference in 1977 and three subsequent 
Conferences in 1980, 1981, and 1999.

Georgia represented the Eastern 
Federation at the 1st Annual National 
Forum Meeting in Denver and was a 
panelist in the workshop “The Clergy 
and the Choir: A Partnership” along 
with Fr. George Gallos and others.

The National Forum’s first National 
Choir School was held at Annunciation 
Cathedral in Baltimore in August 1985, 
a 10-day event under the direction of 
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Anna and Fr. Gallos, Georgia Tangires, 
and Paul Mavromihalis.

Georgia was director of the Church 
Music Institute for Organ held at the 
Cathedral in 1989, 1990, and 1991, 
which was co-sponsored by the Forum 
and the Eastern Federation.  They were 
acclaimed as “very successful and very 
well executed.”

She helped develop one of the first 
official position papers titled “The Use 
of the Organ,” adopted by the Forum in 
1985.

Georgia wrote the first article for 
the National Forum’s MUSICA series, 
entitled “The Use of the Organ in the 
Greek Orthodox Church.”

She developed the handbook titled 
“Repertoire for the Greek Orthodox 
Church Organist,” co-published with 
the National Forum which contains 
arrangements by Georgia Tangires 
considered appropriate for use during 
Orthodox services and also includes 
guidelines and suggestions for organ-
ists.

In 1990 she was awarded the St. 
Romanos the Melodist Medallion for 
Exemplary Archdiocesan Service, the 
highest national honor given to a church 
musician by the National Forum of 
Greek Orthodox Church Musicians. 
She was also presented with the Archdi-
ocesan Cross in Orlando, Fla.

Georgia conducted numerous 
workshops at Clergy Laity congresses, 
National Forum meetings, and Federa-
tion conferences. She presented compo-
sitions, lectures, and served as conduc-
tor and organist at various conferences 
and performed at St. Bartholomew’s 
Church in New York City.

In 1996, the Annunciation parish 
presented a testimonial luncheon in her 
honor with numerous congratulatory 
letters from dignitaries, nationally and 
locally, including the Mayor and Bal-
timore City Council who declared the 
festive day, “Georgia Tangires Day.”

Funeral services took place July 27.

John Douglas
MUNSTER, Ind. – John Douglas, 

choir director for more than 60 years 
at St. Demetrios Church in Hammond, 
Ind., and a former president of the Me-
tropolis of Chicago Church Music Fed-
eration, died Aug. 30.

He served as guest director at many 
federation conferences and was active 
in the early formation of the National 
Forum of Greek Orthodox Church Mu-
sicians when founders met in Chicago 
and Valparaiso. 

In 1988, he was among the first 
group of choir directors to receive the 
Archbishop’s Years of Service medal 
for 25 or more years of service. In 1998, 
he was recognized for his service at 
the Metropolis level with the Patriarch 
Athenagoras Medal for Meritorious 
Service in Church Music.

Survivors include his wife, Elaine 
Douglas (née Marinakos); children 
Daphne (Greg) Murzyn, Kristen (Mark) 
Verchick, Peter (Jeannette) Douglas, 
Chris Douglas, Anita Douglas, and Dan 
Barefoot; and nine grandchildren.

In his professional life, John 
worked in Research and Production and 
Technology at Inland Steel for 38 years. 
He also lectured at Purdue University 
Calumet in the Chemistry and Physics 
Department for 30 years.

The funeral service took place Sept. 

7 at St. Demetrios Church.

Spyro Kalos
BLUE POINT, N.Y. - Spyro Kalos, 

a former president of the Direct Arch-
diocesan District Federation of Church 
Musicians, died Aug. 14. He served for 
many years at St. John the Baptist Greek 
Orthodox Church in Blue Point as choir 
director and as their choir’s organist.  
Spyro was acknowledged for 40 years 
of dedicated service to the church mu-
sicians of our district and was a strong 
and devoted supporter of the federation 
who served over the years in various po-
sitions on boards and presented excel-
lent Church Music Institutes for choir 
members in New York and Connecticut

Funeral service took place Aug. 20 
at the Blue Point church with Fr. Louis 
Nicholas officiating.

Faye Spanos
LOS ANGELES – Faye Spanos, 

wife of Archon, philanthropist and 
former president of the Archdiocesan 
Council Alex Spanos, died Aug. 7 at 
age 92.

Metropolitan Gerasimos of San 
Francisco issued the following state-
ment following her passing:

“Faye was the essence of grace, 
compassion, humility, and kindness. 
Her devotion to her family and her deep 
faith in God guided her throughout her 
life. Faye was a blessing to all who 
knew and loved her.

“Faye was the epitome of grace and 
generosity. She illumined a room when 
she entered with her inner beauty, her 
giving heart, and her genuine kindness,” 
stated Metropolitan Gerasimos. “There 
are many things I will miss about Faye, 
but most especially her vision and com-
mitment to the Church. Living her faith 
was a priority and it shone through in all 
her good works.”

She was born in 1926 in Tarpon 
Springs, Fla., to Greek immigrant par-
ents from the island of Simi. Her mother 
died when Faye was 3 years old. She 
met and married Alex Spanos in 1948 
and they settled in Stockton, Calif.

She was mother to four children, 
grandmother to 15 grandchildren, 
and great grandmother to 10, Faye’s 
generosity and kindness matched her 
husband’s, and together they became 
benefactors and philanthropists for the 
Church and greater community. Her 
husband, Alex, has been suffering from 
dementia since 2008.
Her son, Dean, is the owner of the L.A. 
Chargers professional football team of 
the NFL. 

Efstathios A. Sarris
ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - Efstathios 

(Steve) A. Sarris, 88, one of the eight 
founders of St. Photios Greek Orthodox 
National Shrine, passed away at home 
Aug. 13, 2018.

Steve (also known as “Stike”) was 
born in Tarpon Springs and raised in St. 
Augustine. He graduated from Ketterli-
nus High School in 1948 where he was 
an exceptional athlete playing football, 
basketball, baseball and running track. 
Steve was one of the last wooden boat 
builders in St. Augustine. 

Many of the shrimp boats dotting 
the coastline at the time were built by 
Steve using the designs and methods 

taught to him by his father. 
He was an active member of Holy 

Trinity Church and, along with his wife, 
Gerry, Tom Xynidis of blessed mem-
ory and his wife Despina, James and 
Stella Kalivas and Spero and Martha of 
blessed memory pooled their personal 
resources to procure the Avero House, 
the sanctuary of the survivors of the first 
Greek colony which houses the first na-
tional Shrine of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese. 

He is predeceased by his infant 
son, Anthony Russell Sarris; parents, 
Antonios and Xeni Sarris; and siblings, 
Minas and George Sarris. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 64 years, Geral-
dine (Gerry) Sarris, his daughter Ellen 
Kelbert (David), granddaughter Emily 
Kelbert, brother Philip Sarris and sister 
Ellen Allen.

Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos led 
the Trisagion on Aug. 19, with Frs. Ni-
kitas Theodosion, Nicholas Louh, John 
Hays, and Demetri Leussis in atten-
dance.  

Bishop Dimitrios extended condo-
lences to the family on behalf of Arch-

bishop Demetrios and Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta. The funeral was 
held Aug. 20 at Holy Trinity Church.

Fr. Dragan Filopovic
PITTSBURGH – Fr. Dragan Fi-

lopovic 73, a retired Serbian Orthodox 
clergyman who briefly served as the 
second priest at All Saints Greek Or-
thodox Church in Canonsburg, Pa., died 
Sept. 18.

He was born in Belgrade, Serbia, 
Dec. 30, 1944, and graduated from Iona 
College and St. Vladimir’s Orthodox 
Theological Seminary in New York in 
1971. 

In his 47 years as a priest, he served 
parishes in Phoenix, Denver, Cumber-
land, R.I., Pittsburgh and North Canton, 
Ohio, until his recent retirement. 

Funeral service took place Sept. 24 
with Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh 
officiating, assisted by Fr. George L. 
Livanos, pastor of All Saints.

He is survived by his wife, Mira 
Zivanovic Filipovic; a son and daughter 
and other relatives.

Ordinations to the Diaconate:  
Kallas, Michael – Metropolitan 
Gerasimos of San Francisco – St. 
Spyridon Church, San Diego, CA 
04/21/18
Karanos, Grammenos – Metro-
politan Varnavas, Metropolis of 
Neapoleos & Stavroupoleos, Greece 
07/26/18
Gilbert, Aaron – Metropolitan Savas 
of Pittsburgh – Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral, Camp Hill 08/25/18
Ordinations to the Priest-
hood:
Karanos, Romanos – by Arch-
bishop Demetrios, Brookline, MA, 
09/14/18 
Assignments:
Fr. Anthony Evangelatos – St. Atha-
nasius the Great Church, Arlington, 
MA 02/01/18
Fr. Michael Kouremetis – Annuncia-
tion Church, Brockton, MA 05/01/18
Fr. Aaron Walker – St. Spyridon 
Church, Newport, RI 08/01/18
Dn. Aaron Gilbert – Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, Camp Hill, PA   

CLERGY UPDATE
08/26/18
Fr. James Kordaris – St. George 
Church, Kingston, NY 09/01/18 
Fr. Nebojsa Pantic – St. Nicholas 
Church, San Jose, CA 09/01/18
Offikia:   
Fr. Ignatios Achlioptas – Office of 
Archimandrite bestowed by Arch-
bishop Demetrios 08/05/18
Receptions:
Deacon Nephon  Tsimalis 
/ May 30, 2018

Vicariate for Palestinian/
Jordanian Orthodox 
U.S. Communities  

Offikia:
Fr. Hanna Khoury – Office of Pro-
topresbyter bestowed by Archbishop 
Demetrios 05/13/18
Fr. Spyridon Jajeh – Office of Pro-
topresbyter bestowed by Archbishop 
Demetrios 05/13/18
Fr. Luke Dingman – Office of Pro-
topresbyter bestowed by Archbishop 
Demetrios 05/13/18 

• Festivals
• Weddings / Special Events
• Nightclubs / Casinos
• Cruises and More!

• MUSIC IS OUR PASSION
• Available with 4 – 8 Piece Band
• Belly Dancers!
• Destination Events WorldWide

Visit us at www.HellenicInfluenceBand.com
Call Filippos Kelaris 786-308-9318
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L-100

Loucas and his wife, Sandra, have a 
son, Max, and daughter, Lexi. 

The 2018-19 Supreme Lodge
The Executive Committee of the 

2018-19 Supreme Lodge is comprised 
of Canadian President Christos Ar-
giriou, Winnipeg, Manitoba; Supreme 
Vice President James Kokotas, Brook-
lyn, N.Y. (also an L-100 member); Su-
preme Secretary George Horiates, Esq., 
Moorestown, N.J.; Supreme Treasurer 
George Booras, Danville, Calif.; and 
Supreme Counselor Louis G. Atsaves, 
Lake Forest, Ill.; Sons of Pericles Na-
tional Advisor is Sandy Papadopoulos, 
Atlanta, and Supreme Athletic Director 
Chris Atsaves, Glenview, Ill.

The nine Supreme Governors are: 
Region I: Peter Nassos, Stone Mountain, 
Ga.; Region II: George Papaspyrou, 
Riva, Md.; Region III: George Karat-
zia, Morganville, N.J.; Region IV: Jack 
Isaac, New Britain, Conn.; Region V: 

Craig Theros, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Re-
gion VI: Peter Lekas, Chicago; Region 
VII: Nick Dixie, Dallas, Texas; Region 
VIII: Wynn Storton, Palm Desert, Ca-
lif.; and Region X: Phanos Pitiris, Nico-
sia, Cyprus.

Elected to the Executive Committee 
of the AHEPA Board of Trustees were: 
Chairman Nicholas A. Karacostas, PSP, 
Bayside, N.Y.; and Vice Chairman Carl 
R. Hollister, PSP, Mason, Ohio.

AHEPA Family Elections
The organizations that comprise 

the AHEPA Family also held elections. 
Demi Thomas, Ridgewood, N.J., was 
elected Daughters of Penelope Grand 
President; Gregory Vourloumis, Atlan-
ta, Ga., was elected Sons of Pericles Su-
preme President; and Tatiana Tsaprailis, 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, was elected 
Maids of Athena Grand President.

The 2019 Supreme Convention will 
convene the week of June 30, in Chi-
cago. For more information, visit www.
ahepa.org.

L-100 Member Elected AHEPA President
  from page 5

OCMC’s 300th Mission Team was also a first for the Mission Center. A group of volunteers served in Jamaica 
ministering to youth, teaching the faith, and even offering demonstrations on iconography in a country 
were the Orthodox Church is just beginning to emerge

by Niko Birbilis 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. -- Led by 
Fr. Anthony Salzman, a team of 9 vol-
unteers set out for Jamaica in August, 
where they spent a week doing youth 
work and leading discussion groups.

Not only was this the very first team 
to go to Jamaica, but it also marked the 
300th short-term Mission Team sent out 
by OCMC to date! This is both excit-
ing for us at the Mission Center, and for 
Jamaica, where Orthodoxy is still in its 
early stages.

The Church there has started to de-
velop primarily through the efforts of a 
young man named Moses Myers, who 
converted to Orthodoxy in 2014. Then 
in 2015, the Orthodox Vicariate of Ja-
maica was established by Metropolitan 
Athenagoras of Mexico. Though they 
do not yet have a full-time local priest, 
the Orthodox faithful of the parish of St. 
Timothy the Apostle gather in Kingston 
(in a home-church in the basement of 
the Messias family’s house).

A couple members of the team trav-
eled out to The Hague for much of the 
week, while the rest of them remained 
in Kingston, working with Moses out 
of St. Timothy. They led a Vacation Bi-
ble School for about 40 young people, 
and they offered daily church services, 
which the Orthodox there do not get to 
witness very often.

Because the Orthodox in Jamaica 
are so few, most of the kids that came 
for the VBS activities were not Ortho-
dox, and so it proved to be a great op-
portunity to witness and share the Faith. 
Likewise the services were a good op-
portunity to share the Faith with adults 
as well, through discussion groups that 
took place after the services. On three 
different days, Fr. Anthony, who is also 
an experienced iconographer, even set 
up some canvases out in Emancipation 
Park, and taught people about iconogra-
phy as they passed by.

Overall, the team reported that 
their group’s diversity paid off, because 
everyone’s various talents were heav-
ily utilized! They each had their own 
strengths, and they were all very useful 
in the work that they did there, in help-
ing the Church grow. And, indeed they 
had the great blessing to witness the 
fruits of their labor firsthand, as a man 
named Anthony was baptized on their 
last day in Jamaica!

Our 300th team is certainly a mile-
stone, but there is still much work to be 
done. For that, we need your talents! 
With your help, we can look forward 
to the next 300 teams! If you feel called 
to support or participate in missions in 
any way, whether on a short-term trip 
like this one or as a long-term mission-
ary, visit us at www.ocmc.org for more 
information.

Mission Center Sends 300th Team

By Rebecca Loumiotis

BALTIMORE – International Or-
thodox Christian Charities deployed 
staff, equipment, and volunteers for 
emergency response in some of the 
worst-hit areas of North Carolina in the 
wake of Hurricane Florence. 

After Florence stalled over the Car-
olinas, dumping more than 30 inches 
of rain in some places, the region faces 
widespread flooding. Numerous shel-
ters have opened to house evacuees, 
and although rain has largely subsided, 
families who left their homes are unable 
to return as waters remain dangerously 
high. The city of Wilmington, N.C., was 
largely cut off from neighboring towns 
when floods covered roadways.

On Sept. 18, IOCC deployed four 
Frontliners to a Red Cross shelter in 
Winston-Salem, N.C. Specially trained 
to serve survivors of disaster and trau-
ma, IOCC’s Frontliners are providing 
emotional and spiritual care to residents 
and emergency workers at the shelter. 

At the same time, an IOCC emer-
gency response vehicle was sent to 
Wilmington, where the St. Basil the 
Great Church served as a base for emer-
gency action teams in the coming days. 
Trained team leaders will conduct rapid 
needs assessments and guide volunteers 
as they do muck outs, clearing water-
damaged homes of sludge and remov-
ing debris for Wilmington residents af-
fected by Hurricane Florence.

“We’re on the ground now, and 

we’re ready to respond quickly as peo-
ple’s needs emerge these next few days,” 
said IOCC’s US Country Representa-
tive Daniel Christopulos. “Recovery is 
a long process, and these communities 
have a long road ahead. IOCC is com-
mitted to supporting them throughout 
that process, both now, with early re-
sponse activities, and in their long-term 
recovery.”

As needs change on the ground, 
IOCC will assess gaps in services and 
seek ways to address them. 

The organization remained in close 
contact with partners and counterparts 
in affected states, including the North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Vir-
ginia, and Maryland Volunteer Organi-
zations Active in Disasters (VOAD), as 
well as with affected Orthodox parishes 
in the Wilmington area.

Since 2001, IOCC has responded 
after numerous disasters in the United 
States, including Hurricanes Harvey 
and Irma in 2017. In addition to emo-
tional and spiritual care, IOCC provided 
emergency food and nonfood items, 
muck-out assistance, clean-up kits, and 
generators in affected areas. 

The organization continues long-
term recovery work in both states. 

Those wishing to support IOCC’s 
response to Hurricane Florence can do 
so with a financial gift online (iocc.org/
florence) or by phone (877.803.4622). 

Rebecca Loumiotis is IOCC com-
munications manager.  

IOCC Responds after Hurricane

OCMC photo

Archbishop Demetrios, on behalf 
of the Holy Eparchial Synod, issued an 
encyclical designating Oct. 21 as the 
10th observance of National Leadership 
100 Sunday. 

The celebration is held on a Sun-
day near to the Feast of Saint Iakovos 
on Oct. 23 in honor of the Founder of 

Leadership 100, Archbishop Iakovos of 
Blessed Memory.

Leadership 100 Board of Trustees 
will coordinate with parish priests to 
develop awareness of the support pro-
vided by Leadership 100 for the Arch-
diocese, as well as for ministries in ev-
ery Metropolis.

L-100 Sunday to Be Observed Oct. 23

How to Contact Archdiocesan Institutions, 
Metropolises and Related Agencies and Organizations

Direct Archdiocesan District
212.570.3500; www.goarch.org
Metropolis of Chicago
312.337.4130; www.chicago.goarch.org
Metropolis of Boston
617.277.4742; www.boston.goarch.org
Metropolis of Denver
303.333.7794; www.denver.goarch.org
Metropolis of Atlanta
404.634.9345; www.atlmetropolis.org
Metropolis of Detroit
248.823.2400; www.detroit.goarch.org
Metropolis of Pittsburgh
412.621.5529; www.pittsburgh.goarch.org
Metropolis of San Francisco
415.753.3075; www.sanfran.goarch.org
Metropolis of New Jersey
908.301.0500; www.nj.goarch.org

Archdiocesan Institutions
Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity 

Tel. 212.288.3215; www.thecathedralnyc.org
Hellenic College Holy Cross School of Theology
617.731.3500;  www.hchc.edu
Saint Basil Academy
845.424.3500; www.stbasil.goarch.org
St. Michael’s Home
914.476.3374; www.stmichaelshome.org
St. Photios National Shrine
904.829.8205; www.stphotios.com

Other key organizations and services
National Philoptochos
212.977.7770; www.philoptochos.org
Internet Ministries: www.internet.goarch.org
• Orthodox Jobs: www.orthodoxjobs.com
• Orthodox Marketplace: www.orthodoxmaketplace.
com
• Online Store for Parishes: www.goarch.org/free-
bookstore
• Orthodox Children’s Bible Reader Online: cbr.
goarch.org
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Parish Profile

Not all immigrants from Greece 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
chose to settle in the major metropolitan 
areas of the East and Midwest.

A small number traveled to more 
remote areas; among these was the high 
desert region of California’s interior 
where Bakersfield (pop. about 380,000) 
is centrally located, 112 miles north of 
glamorous, star-studded L.A.

 According to a parish history, the 
“pioneer” Greek Orthodox came to 
build the railroads – the Southern Pa-
cific and Union Pacific – as did many 
Chinese and Irish men before them. 
Others soon established businesses that 
supported the railroads.   

Still others engaged in farming (Ba-
kersfield is at the southern end of the 
San Joaquin Valley, part of California’s 
Central Valley that produces nearly 13 
percent of the country’s agricultural out-
put). 

A unique feature of the parish’s 
website is a list of the 40 settlers who 
arrived between 1911 and 1924 and es-
tablished the parish, along with a com-
plete list of priests who served the com-
munity.

They soon branched out into tra-
ditional occupations Greeks engaged 
in at the time: fruit stands, restaurants, 
confectionary stands, shoe shine stands, 
barber shops, popcorn and peanut ven-
dors.

The first silent movie theater in Ba-
kersfield also was Greek-owned.

Attempts to organize a parish be-
gan in 1916 with the creation of “Uplift 
Society Socrates.”  A kind of forerun-
ner to the AHEPA organization that was 
to have its start in Atlanta in 1922, the 
society helped immigrants assimilate to 
America, including helping them learn 
English, fostering “Americanism” in the 
youth and helping them become citi-
zens.

Receiving its charter in 1922, the 
community, which took the name “The 
Hellenic American Community of Ba-
kersfield,’ purchased a small hall in 
1924 for religious and social gatherings. 
By the 1930s, the parish had more than 
200 families.

Several pioneer priests served the 
church until 1944, when Fr. Vasilios 

A Diverse Community That ‘Takes Care of Its Own’

Name: St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church
Location: Bakersfield, Calif.
Founded: 1924
Clergy: Fr. Joseph Chaffee
Size: About 100 families
Web: www.stgeorgebakersfield.
org
E-mail: frjoseph@ourparish.us
Noteworthy: parish described as 
being “like a family

AT A GLANCE

Markopoulos was assigned as the first 
permanent priest.

The community built a small church 
behind the hall in 1932, with Fr. Luis 
Skidatari laying the cornerstone. The 
name change to St. George Greek Or-
thodox Church also occurred at this 
time.

The Sunday school and Greek 
school were established in 1936. Sun-
day School now has an enrollment of 
about 80 students and the parish is in the 
process of renewing its Greek school 
program.

Planning for a new church began in 
1944 with a goal of $25,000 set for the 
building fund. Parishioner Jim Angeles, 
then serving in World War II in New 
Guinea, created the first design for the 
proposed church.

An earthquake in 1952 heavily 
damaged downtown Bakersfield,  the 
parish community center and parts of 
the newly built church, but repairs were 
accomplished and Bishop Demetrios of 
what was then the Fourth Diocese of 
Los Angeles, consecrated the church in 
1956.

Additional land was donated by 
Pete Apostolos, the church’s godfather. 
It became known as Hellenic Park and 
serves as the site for the annual Greek 
food festival since its beginnings in 
1974. A school and office building have 
been built there and solar panels have 
been installed that drastically reduced 
the parish’s electric bills. “It’s a wise 
thing for churches to do,” said Fr. Jo-
seph. “We’ve had a major reduction in 
utility costs and every lightbulb is LED.”

Parish today
Fr. Joseph arrived at St. George in 

1997 and is the longest-serving priest. 
Previoulsy, the average stay for most 
priests was two to three years. Among 
them was Fr. John Bakas, now dean of 
the Los Angeles cathedral.

Fr. Joseph, a native of Santa Bar-
bara, started out as a Roman Catholic, 

then was drawn to the charismatic Epis-
copal Church where he was a worship 
leader, and the Baptist Church for a 
while, before returning to Catholocism, 
then converting to Orthodox Christian-
ity in 1983.

“I was searching,” he said of his 
journey to becoming Orthodox. “I was 
a lost soul.”

In 1985, he enrolled at the theologi-
cal school of the Aristotelian Univer-
sity of Thessaloniki to study Orthodox 
theology. He returned to the U.S. the 
following year, he married his future 
Presbytera, Despina Psaropoulou of 
San Diego. In 1991-1992 he served at 
St. Spyridon’s Church in San Diego as 
an administrative assistant, and later re-
turned to Thessaloniki to finish his stud-
ies.

He earned his M.Div with honors, 
and in 1997 was ordained to the deacon-
ate in Athens, Greece by Archbishop 
Damianos, Abbot of St. Katherine’s 
Monastery on Mt. Sinai, and then to 
priesthood in California by Metropoli-
tan Anthony (of blessed memory), and 
assigned to St. George.

Describing his ministry, Fr. Joseph 
said he tries “to focus on the basics, the 
medicine of the church: communion 
and confession, and prayer at home. 
The Uniform Parish Regulations stress 
that we are a Eucharistic community. It 
is important to participate in the Divine 
Liturgy.

“I’m amazed at the grace and im-
pact of the Sacraments,” he added, “how 
they help people transform their lives.”

The priest continued, “We don’t 
gossip and we don’t have agendas. 
When you’re a small parish you don’t 
have the politics, though we struggle fi-
nancially sometimes.”

The parish is on stewardship, but 
tries to promote tithing (one-tenth of 
one’s income). He said the church has a 
“half-tithe” with many parishioners of-
fering one dollar per week per $1,000 of 

annual income. (For someone earning 
$50,000, that means contributing $50 a 
week).

Another revenue source is the 
Greek festival, held in October, but with 
a twist. “Inspired by a YouTube video 
series by Fr. Barnabas Powell, we use 
the festival as outreach.” Fr. Joseph said. 
“Nine out of ten new members are com-
ing to the church through our festival.”

St. George parish in now in its fifth 
generation, Fr. Joseph noted. “We’re 
like the UN.” About 35 percent of its 
membership is of Greek background; 50 
percent is converts; with the rest coming 
from Orthodox Churches in the Middle 
East and Africa.

“Most parishes on West Coast are 
like that,” he said. “We recite the Lord’s 
prayer in five or six languages during 
the liturgy. We’re like a family and don’t 
see ourselves as being from difference 
cultures.”

Among its ministries is an outreach 
to the homeless, and “a very strong be-
nevolence ministry where we take care 
of our own.” The parish has a special 
fund to cover rent and food for any 
member going through difficult times. 
“No one in the parish is in street,” said 
Fr. Joseph. The amount of the bills is 
covered and is not a cash disbursement.

From those early Greek businesses, 
including the mom-and-pop shops, most 
parishioners now are in service occupa-
tions such as teaching and the health 
care/medical field.

 There are a few farmers and some 
in the oil business. Kern County, where 
Bakersfield is the county seat, is one of 
the top oil and gas producing areas in the 
nation. “It’s like a small Texas here,” Fr. 
Joseph said. 

Warehousing is another major eco-
nomic activity that employs some pa-
rishioners. Amazon and other corpora-
tions have large distribution centers in 
Bakersfield.

-compiled by Jim Golding

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

St. George photo
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Dimitrios  Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all  events visit
w w w.panagos.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

REAL ESTATE

ADOPTION PROPERTIES FOR SALE

GREEK BANDS

Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not en-
dorse, support, sanction, or verify the 
information or material printed as ad-
vertisement unless otherwise specifically 
indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER  has 
no affiliation with any of the organiza-
tions/companies/advertisers, listed in, 
described on or printed, and it makes no 
representations or warranties whatsoever 
with regard to those organizations or any 
other organization, entity or person. The 
ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the 
right to edit, categorize, revise, or refuse 
any display or classified advertisement. 
In addition, the ORTHODOX OBSERVER 
has the right to terminate any ad at any 
time for any reason. Parties posting ads 
are responsible for the accuracy and 
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX 
OBSERVER will not be liable for any dam-
ages arising out of errors or omissions. The 
ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be held 
liable for any damages of any kind relat-
ing to any ad.

OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS  

If you’re looking for:
- Professional, accurate, 

certified and
 reasonably priced translations
- Greek power of attorney and 

certificate translations
- Help w/ Dual Citizenship Applications 

and US Immigration Matters

Call 1-844 954 6467 or 
email: info@worldlingos.com

TRANSLATIONS - 
ALL MAJOR LANGUAGES 

AND GREEK

  

  

Name: _________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________

City: _________________ State: ______ Zip: _________

Phone:  ________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________

Yes, I want to order _____ copies
Price per book is $25 plus $5 shipping
I authorize St. George Philoptochos Society to charge my:

Card # ____________________________ CSC: ______  
Name on Card: _________________________________

Exp. date: ______

Compiled and published
by St. George Philoptochos
of Asbury Park/ Ocean, NJ.

Order by check with the order form and send it to:
St. George Philoptochos Society
1033 West Park Ave.
Ocean, NJ 07712

PURCHASE YOUR COPY OF OUR COOKBOOK AND SUPPORT THE WORK OF PHILOPTOCHOS.

Greek American Cooking

Greek & American
specialties from
members and friends.

or call Errie at 732.241.0091 or 
Email: philoptochos.mail@philoptochosoceannj.org 

PRICE PER BOOK IS $25 PLUS $5 SHIPPING

For Beach Condo in Loutraki, Greece
We are a couple from NY, 

we would love to adopt a child, 
if you know anyone pregnant 
who is considering adoption, 

please contact us, 
thank you

billyvaiaadopt.com.

Call or Text 
718-877-7878 

billyvaiaadopt@gmail.com

Individual wants to purchase two or 
more bedroom apartment for 

reasonable price in Voula, 
Vouliagmeni Varkesa in Athens.  
Email: jkellis311@comcast.net 

with details.
Serious sellers only.

Apartment Wanted

For Any Occasion. 
We travel !

Dr. Bouzouki (216) 470 4251
Thanasis  (216) 310 4707

MAJESTYK
Live Greek Music

One hour from Athens, close to ancient city of 
Korinthos, connected to the Athens International 

Airport by the bus or Proastiakos train.
37 sq.m., second floor condo in excellent con-
dition, two blocks from the beach, and in the 

center of town.
Condo opens to a central hallway - on the left, 

one bedroom and one living room, each with air-
condition and opening to a balcony overlooking 

street, straight ahead a kitchen with a balcony 
overlooking courtyard, and on the right a full 

bathroom with window.
Both balconies have tents, kitchen includes 

electric oven and fridge, and bathroom includes 
washing machine.  Loutraki renowned in Greece 

as vibrant beach town with boardwalk, cafes, 
restaurants, hotels, casino, and beautiful ocean 

sunsets.
Condo has 6 sq.m. storage unit on first floor large 

enough for bicycles and spare furniture.
Price:  EUR 35,000 or USD 41,180

For information and photos please contact john.
ck.pappas@gmail.com or call 703-827-5435

  

1) Conventional photographs 
We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed on photographic paper. Photographs 
should be sharp and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either Inkjet or Laser and 
photocopies or clippings of previously published photos are NOT accepted.
2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the following specifications: 
•  Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, 
digital cameras should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you scan a standard 
photograph -usually 4x6”- use a minimum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your 
own photos, send the actual photo.)
•  File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better 
quality) 
•  Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
•  Image files placed within any word-processing file or any other application are not 
accepted.
•  Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not 
be returned)
•  E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject line write only the word “photos” 
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and do not include them in the body of the 
e-mail or they will not be usable.
3) Please include information about the photo(s); place, time and event as 
well as the names of all persons shown, left to right.

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS
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In The Now
National Ministries - Dept. of Youth and Young Adults

By Christian Gonzalez

    In February 2018, we at Y2AM 
released our newest podcast, We Are 
Orthodoxy. The project was a couple 
years in the making, and I, for one, 
have been so excited to share it with the 
world.

The podcast’s premise is fairly 
straightforward: we interview Ortho-
dox young adults and listen to their 
stories so we can better understand why 
they are (or are not) still connected with 
Christ and His Church.

It’s been an awesome experiment 
and, as we prepare to launch season 
two, I’m happy to say that the reception 
to the podcast has been overwhelming-
ly positive. People seem open to hear-
ing what others have to say about their 
experiences in the Orthodox Church, 
which is something that is inexpress-
ibly valuable.

The experiences themselves have 
been varied. I’ve actually been amazed 
to hear exactly how different each of 
these people are!

It’s especially surprising because 
when Steve and I travel around the 
country for our “BeeTreats,” we al-
most always hear well-meaning and 
concerned adults offer their theories 
on why young people are leaving the 
Church in droves. They suggest that 
it’s secularism, evolutionary biology, or 
even the LGBTQ+ agenda; that cultural 
trends are undoing the good work of the 
Church.

 The reality, however, is that these 
theories tend to be founded on little (if 
any) evidence. Few people who think 
they know why young people are fall-
ing away from the Church have stopped 
to ask those who have left what is go-
ing on in their lives; even fewer pause 
to really listen to the experiences these 
young people would share. So, instead 
of hearing the real stories of real Ortho-
dox Christians, we offer our own the-
ory, a narrative that we think explains 
this epidemic of disengagement.

But such a story cannot be the story 
of every person. 

In fact, the more people we inter-
view, the more we see just how varied 
all these stories truly are. Nobody has 
the exact story as someone else.

But even amidst the shockingly 
unique experience of young adults, we 
have seen at least one interesting (and 
potentially surprising) commonality.

No matter where someone’s rela-
tionship with the Church stands, they 
seem to have an enduring respect (and 
even love) for the Liturgy.

Steve and I have spoken to dozens 
of young adults for We Are Orthodoxy, 
and we’ve spoken to hundreds more 
across the country during BeeTreats 

and other events. The complaints these 
young people offer have never been 
about worship; not even once. 

Sure, there may be some complaints 
about the language used in worship, as 
it presents an obstacle to understanding 
when one doesn’t speak Greek, but the 
complaints have never once been levied 
against worship itself.

In fact, one of the interviewees who 
no longer believes in God went so far 
as to say that he even thinks it’s good 
for people to gather to worship (!). Of 
course, one might ask, “Worship what?” 
But for him, just the act of gathering to 
worship and honor the mystery of life is 
enough. This is shocking to me.

Even though some people want 
nothing to do with the Church; even 
though some do not even believe in the 
possibility of divine action in the world; 
even though some people strongly dis-
agree with the spiritual or moral teach-
ings of the Church, they still believe 
that the worship and liturgical life of 
the Church is good (even if they don’t 
believe they’re worshipping anything - 
or Anyone - in particular).

What are we to make of this?
There’s a couple things I think we 

need to recognize.
First, that the answer to this whole 

“Young People Leaving the Church” 
thing is a lot more complex than we 

may think.
 How is it that someone could stop 

believing in God, and yet still feel such 
reverence for the worshipping experi-
ence of a community? How is it that 
someone who has left the Church be-
cause of its moral teachings would still 
long to be at Pascha, even though she 
knows she can’t rightly partake of the 
awesome mysteries of Christ?

What are we to make of this deep 
longing in the hearts of young people, 
a reaching for transcendence of some 
kind, even while they express serious 
doubts about the existence of the tran-
scendent? 

I wonder if we’ve done a poor job 
of reading the times, causing us failure 
to understand that belief in our time is 
complex. It’s not as simple as believing 
or not believing. It seems to be that our 
age is one of believing while also not 
believing (and vice versa).

It seems that no matter what some-
one comes to believe, there remains 
some inescapable longing for some-
thing that lies beyond themselves, that 
is to say, for something transcendent. 
Whether that transcendent something is 
God, the concept of justice, or even just 
mystery itself, the reaching for some-
thing remains.

Second, it seems like a lot of this is 
problem is our fault.

As I mentioned above, there are a lot 
of theories about why young adults are 
falling away from the Church. One of 
them suggests that young people, raised 
in a modern secular culture, disagree 
with the moral teachings of the Church. 
While it’s true that many young people 
do experience this tension, young peo-
ple generally aren’t generally citing the 
Church’s moral teachings themselves 
as reasons they’re falling away.

Sure, they have disagreements, but 
for young people, it seems to be much 
more about how those disagreements 
are handled and navigated that fuels 

their disengagement.
When we ask young adults to share 

their stories on We Are Orthodoxy, we 
don’t just hear accounts of intellectual 
disagreements with the Church. In-
stead, we hear profound experiences of 
hurt, pain, and missed opportunities.

The issues these young people have 
aren’t with abstract beliefs (even if they 
disagree); their issues are with other 
people.

Of course, “nobody’s perfect.” And 
yes, people (including those of us in the 
Church) are people. And precisely be-
cause none of us is perfect, we need to 
make it a lot easier for people to admit 
when people make mistakes.

Because, as we’re hearing from 
young adults, today’s fights and scan-
dals and poor decisions can have lasting 
consequences in the hearts of people 
who are affected by them.

We need own the reality that we 
have ministered poorly, that we have 
become distracted with things other 
than the Gospel of Jesus Christ and His 
Church. We have settled for lesser king-
doms and missions than the Kingdom 
of God and the Missio Dei.

And we need to repent.
We need to turn back toward Christ, 

finding in Him the vision of what we 
are to be, of who we are to become. He 
alone is the Life-Giver, and without 
Him we are a Church without Christ, a 
body without a head. 

And can a body with a head do any-
thing else besides die?

Season two of We Are Orthodoxy 
premiered Sept. 7.

What Young Adults Are Really Saying About Church
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Culture & Heritage

by Elizabeth Zanghi

This past June, I visited Cappado-
cia in central Turkey. It was my second 
trip to the region, and it certainly won’t 
be my last, as I have decided to focus 
on Cappadocian art history in graduate 
school.

“Why Cappadocia?” I am fre-
quently asked. The best way to answer 
that question is to start at the beginning 
(well, at least from the beginning of 
Christianity).

I first heard the word “Cappadocia” 
years ago, during the Pentecost read-
ings, where we’re told that men from 
every nation under heaven, including 
Cappadocia, were able to understand 
the words of the Apostles (Acts 2:9). 
Then, after Pentecost, Cappadocia is 
mentioned again when Paul visits Philip 
in Cappadocia during his final evange-
lizing mission (Acts 21:8-14). We also 
know that Saint Peter preached in Cap-
padocia (1 Peter 1:1). So it is clear that 
Cappadocia was one of the earliest cen-
ters of Christianity.

But Cappadocia’s real fame, at least 
for the majority of Orthodox Christians, 
comes in the 4th century with the Cap-
padocian Fathers: Basil of Caeserea, 
Gregory of Nyssa, and Gregory Na-
zianzen. The  theological writings of 
the Cappadocian Fathers greatly con-
tributed in forming Christian culture 
and dogma throughout the empire. For 
example, they define the trinitarian vo-
cabulary that we still used today (think 
ousia or hypostasis).

Learning about the Cappadocian 
Fathers impressed me and piqued my 
interest in Cappadocian studies, but the 
further I looked, the more I realized that 
the entire region of Cappadocia is filled 
with important history, art, architecture, 
theology, and anthropology that spans 
the entire late-Antique and Byzantine 
periods (of course, the regions impor-
tance spans beyond these eras, but one 
can only study so much!).

Rock-Cut Exterior of Ala Church
Outside of the work concentrating 

on theological writings of the late-an-
tique period, scholarly interest in the re-
gion started during the 19th century, and 
since that time it has mostly focused on 
the painted decoration of the numerous 
rock-cut churches. This on-going work 
is an important part of Byzantine art his-
torical study, because it is the largest re-
maining corpus of Byzantine painting. 
It is also important because the decora-
tion can tell us a lot—what saints and 
feasts were important in the region, how 
the region may or may not have been in-
fluenced by the capital, and how space 
in the church may have been used dur-
ing the liturgy.

However, there are many aspects 
of Cappadocia that are missed when we 
look only at its painted churches. Until 
very recently, it was assumed that Cap-
padocia was a far-off land, inhabited by  
the empire’s most hardy, ascetic monks, 
and that the hundreds of churches that 
had been studied were therefore mo-
nastic. But the textual, archaeological, 
architectural and even iconographical 
evidence shows that the story is much 
more complex.

Ala Church Interior
Let’s use the Ala Church in the Pel-

istremma Valley as a quick case study. 
The church itself is relatively large for 
the region, and it is accompanied by 
three parallel halls, two to the south, and 
one to the north. It has been assumed 
that the church served a monastic pur-
pose, based mostly on the iconography 
inside the church, featuring the depic-
tions of few monks in two of the west-
ern bays, and similarities between the 
plan and size of the church and that of 
a ninth century monastic church near 
Thessaloniki (the Church of Saint An-
drew in Peristerai).

These reasonings are somewhat 
faulty. First of all, while there are depic-
tions of monks, there are far more de-
pictions of bishops, and the bishops are 
depicted in the more privileged eastern 
part of the church. Additionally, along 
with other inconsistencies that  will not 
be discussed here, the comparison to the 
ninth century Thessalonikian church is 
misleading, because monasteries in 
Cappadocia tended to house three to 
five monks, contrary to the larger mon-
asteries in Greece, so the size of the Ala 
Church would seem to be much larger 
than it would need to be to serve a mo-
nastic purpose.

Domestic Complex Around Ala 
Church

The biggest problem, though, in 
giving the Ala Church a monastic pur-
pose comes from the the context in 
which it is found. Outside of the church 
and the halls that surround it there is also 
a large domestic complex. The multiple 
kitchens, the ceremonial halls, and the 
sleeping quarters all show signs of a 
stratified community living right out-
side of the church. Would the church, 
then, not have a more parochial func-
tion for a larger, lay community?

This church, along with many 
others in the region, needs to be stud-
ied more closely, and certainly from a 
wider angle, in order to garner all that 
Cappadocia can teach us. For instance, 

what can the physical setting of a paro-
chial church within a socially stratified 
domestic complex tell us about the reli-
gious life of laypeople?

 In a place like Cappadocia, where 
there seems to be a mixture of monastic 
and non-monastic communities within 
relatively close proximity, how did these 
two kinds of communities interact with 
one another? In general, are the domes-
tic complexes and parochial churches 
not just as important for understanding 
Byzantine life as the assumed monastic 
churches?

If Cappadocia has been so impor-
tant in studying Byzantine art history, 
thanks mainly to the large amount of 
decorated monuments that have been 
naturally protected from the elements, 
then it should play a larger role in the 
study of Byzantine social structures and 
communities, as well. 

It is becoming more and more ob-
vious that Cappadocia was much more 
than a haven for ascetics; it was a vi-
brant and dynamic part of the empire 
even apart from its connections to the 

Studying Byzantine Cappadocia

Church Fathers and their early role in 
monasticism, and the rare immensity of 
surviving monuments makes it a gold 
mine for researchers.

Further study will not only add to 
the corpus of Byzantine art and archi-
tecture. More importantly, it will add to 
the understanding of Byzantine life in 
general.

Elizabeth Zanghi is a masters stu-
dent at the Sorbonne Université in Par-
is, France, studying Art History with a 
focus on the Byzantine period. She is a 
2015 graduate from Fordham Univer-
sity, where she majored in Art History 
and minored in French and Orthodox 
Christian Studies.

Public Orthodoxy seeks to promote 
conversation by providing a forum for 
diverse perspectives on contemporary 
issues related to Orthodox Christian-
ity. The positions expressed in this es-
say are solely the author’s and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the 
editors or the Orthodox Christian Stud-
ies Center.
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The rock-cut exterior of Ala Church in the Pelistremma Valley of Cappadocia. (below) A view of the Byzantine iconography of the dome.  Photos by the author




