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Delegates Address Financial Situation at Clergy-Laity Congress
By Jim Golding

BOSTON - Archdiocese finances
dominated much of the work of the
Clergy-Laity Congress, beginning
with a lengthy open forum on July
2, five hours of Finance Committee
meetings taking place over two days
and the plenary session on the final
day of the congress that took up most
of the six hours allotted for the session.
At Monday’s open forum, the status of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox
National Shrine Church also was discussed.
A panel of Archdiocese officials
consisting of Chancellor Bishop Andonios, Archdiocesan Council Vice
Chairman George Tsandikos, Finance
Committee Chairman Lou Kircos,
Legal Counsel Cathy Walsh and Audit Committee Chairman Elaine Allen
fielded dozens of questions from delegates.
“We know mistakes were made,
we know we broke your trust,” said
Tsandikos. “It will take time to get it
back.”
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Archbishop Demetrios addresses more than 1.000 delegates and other participants at the Clergy -Laity Congress

Lou Kircos said the financial
problems resulted from “structural
deficits” that occurred between 2012
and 2016.

He outlined several steps that have
been taken to correct the problems and
ensure they are not repeated, including audits, financial controls that have

been put in place and the establishment of oversight committees.

“All Things Are Possible to
the One Who Believes in Christ”
(cf. Mark 9:23)
Δόξα τῇ ἁγίᾳ καὶ ὁμοουσίῳ
καὶ ζωοποιῷ καὶ ἀδιαιρέτῳ Τριάδι,
πάντοτε, νῦν καὶ ἀεί, καὶ εἰς τοὺς
αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων.
Glory to the holy and consubstantial, and life giving, and undivided
Trinity, always, now and forever and
to the ages of ages.
1. With this expression of doxology and thanksgiving to God, we are
together again in our 44th Biennial
Clergy-Laity Congress. We focus on
the theme of this congress, which is,
“All Things Are Possible to the One
Who Believes in Christ,” as we prepare to deal with the challenges that we
face as the Greek Orthodox Church in
America, the Eparchy of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the West. Our theme
is based on the words of the Lord, If
you can believe, all things are possible
to him who believes (Mark 9:23), Who
also added: Truly I say to you if you
have faith as a grain of mustard seed
you will say to this mountain “move
from here to there,” and it will move,
and nothing will be impossible to you
(Matthew 17:20-21). We have been

together in Clergy-Laity Congresses
since the year 2000 in Philadelphia
and then in succession in Los Angeles, New York, Nashville, Washington,
Atlanta, Phoenix, Philadelphia, Nashville, and now in Boston, the place of
education and democracy.
We express also our wholehearted
thanksgiving to His All Holiness our
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
for his warm love and abundant blessings, for his very inspirational message
that we just heard and for sending to
us the distinguished Hierarchs: Metropolitan Apostolos, Geron of Derkoi,
and Metropolitan Maximos of Selyvria to represent him at this Congress.
Profound thanks belong also to His
Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of
Boston, the gracious host of this 44th
Congress and the people of this Metropolis who offer such an outstanding
hospitality.
2. In the period between our last
Clergy-Laity Congress in Nashville
2016 up to today, we have had a number of events worth mentioning, but
allow me for brevity of time to limit
myself first to remember our brothers
and sisters that have passed away during this period.

We had the passing of three prominent hierarchs of our Archdiocese,
namely, Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago, and Metropolitan Philotheos of
Meloa. A few days ago, Bishop Iacovos of Catania also passed away. In addition, we had the passing of 29 priests
and 24 presvyteres of our Archdiocese.
We also had quite a number of members from Archdiocesan organizations
that joined the Church Triumphant
and are no longer with us. So, we
count four members from the National
Board of the Ladies Philoptochos Society, 53 members of Leadership 100,
and 61 Archons of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, the Order of St. Andrew.
May their memory be eternal, and may
they rest in peace and joy in heaven,
in the company of the saints and the
righteous.
At the same time, we were blessed
with the election of the new Metropolitan of Chicago in the person of Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides, and
with many ordinations to the diaconate
and to the priesthood. Thus, we had 30
ordinations to the diaconate, and 35 ordinations to the priesthood. During the
same period, 16 of our priests retired,
12 clergymen were incardinated to our
Archdiocese from various jurisdictions
and 8 clergymen were released.
3. As we all know, the major issue that occurred during this period
were the difficulties and problems at
the Archdiocese and at the building of
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
and National Shrine at the World Trade
Center.
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Encyclical Keynote Speech of Archbishop Demetrios
An Appeal
to Help Greek
Fire Victims
Fear not, for I am with you,
be not dismayed, for I am your
God; Yes, I willstrengthen you, I
will help you, I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand
(Is. 41:10).
To the Clergy and the Faithful
of the Holy Archdiocese of America.
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
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44th Clergy-Laity Congress

Archives
212.570.3517
ncalles@goarch.org
Communications
212.774.0244
communications@goarch.org
Greek Education
212.774.0233
greekeducation@goarch.org

GOA/D.Panagos photos
Nearly 800 clergy-laity and 370 Philoptochos delegates representing about two-thirds of the parishes attend the July 2 opening.

Keynote Address of Archbishop Demetrios

Internet Ministries
646.519.6690
internet@goarch.org
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Inter–Orthodox, Ecumenical
and Interfaith Relations
212.570.3593
ecumenical@goarch.org
Ionian Village
212.570.3538
ionianvillage@goarch.org
Center for Family Care
845.424.8175
familycare@goarch.org
Public Affairs
212.774.0400
fralex@goarch.org
Registry
212.570.3558
frchrysostom@goarch.org
Religious Education
646.519.6300
religioused@goarch.org
Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism
646.519.6160
stewardship@goarch.org
Youth and Young Adult Ministries
646.519.6780
y2am@goarch.org
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articles and photos for consideration in
the Sept. -Oct. 2018 issue:
Friday, Sept. 7
Photos should be sent as a large format.jpg  
attachment (300 dpi min.).
E-mail to: jim@goarch.org
Regular mail: Editor, Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79th St., New York, NY 10075.

We have been harmoniously
working together in our Greek Orthodox Archdiocese for almost 20 years.
During these years, we have encountered—in executing our sacred work—
joy, love, harmony, achievement, and
unity, but also sadness, hardship, distancing, and apathy.
As members of the Orthodox
Church, which is the body of Christ
(1 Cor. 12:27), we have worked with
most sincere dedication in the course
of promoting in America the Orthodox
Christian Faith, and the universal values of the Hellenic Tradition, as well
as having the unique honor of being
the living and dynamic presence of our
Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Western Hemisphere. During this same period, we gratefully ascertained the fact
that, by the grace of God, significant
and verifiable progress has been realized in many areas of our Archdiocese.
There have appeared, however,
since the 2016 Clergy-Laity Congress
in Nashville, unexpected serious economic difficulties and problems and
organizational inefficiencies for which
we genuinely and deeply regret.
For me, personally as Archbishop, after a long 19-year experience of
serving here, and for the entire faithful of the Archdiocese, this dire situation caused truly unbearable pain. This
pain resulted from the fact that in spite
of the sincere and unselfish offering
of work done by many people, we
suddenly found threatening before us
an extremely difficult and really unacceptable situation. I am truly and
deeply sorry for the disappointment,
sorrow, frustration and pain that this
unfortunate situation brought upon
each and every member of our precious and beloved Archdiocese. And
I am still refusing to accept and justify the stopping of the building of
St. Nicholas. To stop the building of a
church, truly monumental and highly
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symbolic universally for Orthodoxy as
is St. Nicholas at Ground Zero is really
unthinkable. Tragically, this unthinkable happened.
4. Confronted by this situation
of our Archdiocese, we immediately
started taking appropriate measures
for corrections. Most important among
them was a thorough and in depth auditing by external special firms of the
finances and management policies and
procedures of the Archdiocese and
separately of the finances related to
the St. Nicholas building activities. As
a result of these measures we have
already seen—and are continuing to
see—positive outcomes, thus gaining
better perspectives for future developments.
A very important part of correcting
these previous inadequacies and deficiencies is the much better arrangement and systemic enhancement of the
administrative and financial management of the Archdiocese. We are going
to dedicate special time to discuss all
relative issues in the forum that will
follow this afternoon.
But before that, I would like to
publicly express our gratitude to the
members of the Executive Committee of our Archdiocesan Council, both
our Metropolitans, and our lay people,
and particularly, the officers of the
Archdiocesan Council. They did an
amazing work, offering a huge number
of daily and nightly hours in order to
make sure that proper procedures and
measures are established. I feel it my
duty at this point to mention the three
officers of the Council, i.e. the ViceChair Archon George Tsandikos, the
Treasurer Archon Michael Psaros, and
the Secretary Dr. Cathy Walsh. In addition to them, sincere thanks are due to
the financial committee of the Archdiocesan Council, presided over by His
Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of
Boston, and chaired by Archon Lou
Kircos with the constant assistance of
the highly specialized in managerial
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and auditing affairs Mrs. Elaine Allen,
to the Chancellor of our Archdiocese
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, and to
the CFO of our Archdiocese Fr. Soterios Baroody.
Profound gratitude belongs also
to you, clergy and laity brothers and
sisters, representing all of our parishes. In spite of the vicious propaganda
by enemies of the Church to stop you
from offering your regular stewardship
allocation to the Archdiocese, you not
only continue your important regular
allocation but a significant number
of you covered partially or entirely in
advance the stewardship for the entire
year 2018.
Such an astonishing dedication reveals the high human and faith quality of our own people like you, which
radically differs from the distancing,
apathy and even enmity expressed by
some individuals.
We also thank the numerous
people who offered their unselfish
and continuous services related to the
building of St. Nicholas at the World
Trade Center.
Having in mind the picture of what
happened and the correcting measures
related to it, let us now proceed with
the challenges that are confronting us,
as we continue our sacred mission of
Orthodox presence and witness in the
United States.
5. Challenges are not unknown to
our Orthodox Christian Church. Please
remember what happened to the Early
Church at its very beginning. The first
Christians in the Apostolic times were
a minority of a minority in their era
and world; only the 12 Apostles with
a small number of people. They did
not have any types of schools or seminaries as it so happened with its contemporary Judaism. They did not have

Change of Address
To submit a change of address:
Contact Soula Podaras
at 212.774.0235
e-mail: spodaras@goarch.org
fax: 212.774.0239.
Or regular mail to:
Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79th St., New York, NY 10075-0192
Be sure to include old address,
new address and name of parish.

Questions about submitting
news and photos:
Jim Golding (212) 570.3557;
jim@goarch.org

JULY - AUGUST 2018

strong financial resources. They faced,
almost immediately, persecution.
For the first three centuries, the early
Christians were confronted not only by
the reality of persecution, but also with
the challenge of overcoming their need
for survival and making Christianity a
universal religion destined to embrace
the whole of humanity.
As we know, what followed after
the first three centuries, and the possibility given to Christians to freely
practice their faith, was an exponential expansion of the Christian Church
all over the world. But here again,
in spite of astonishing progress, the
Church faced serious challenges; heresies and schisms. The Ecumenical
Councils and the local synods, as well
as the unique wealth of the writings
of the great Church Fathers and theologians are eloquent witnesses of the
magnitude and the seriousness of the
challenges. Needless to say that persecutions of the Christians continued
to occur frequently throughout history
reaching the truly unbelievable number of 30 million martyrs only during
the 20th century.
Since we are an integral part of the
Orthodox Church, we are now facing
our own portions of challenges.
6. Challenge 1: The non-stopping
change in everything. It is well known
that changes happened throughout history. In today’s era, however, changes
do not occur every century or every
year, or even every month. They occur
every hour. Communications, a basic
function of human life, have become
a matter of electronic media, texting
has replaced fully articulated dialogue,
knowledge and information has become an issue of googling, twitter and
Facebook.
The degree of irresponsible, distorted and falsified usage of language
and communication has reached such
a point of radical change and disconnection from the truth that sociologists
and historians say that we have entered
in a new era, the post-truth era. Basic
institutions like family have been radically altered. A recent statistic, for instance, states that today we have in the
United States 21 million children of
only one parent. Even shopping is going through a complete transformation
dominated by Amazon and online activities. Lifestyles are more and more
determined by the lifestyles of various
celebrities, regardless of norms of elementary ethics. This whole situation
creates a sense of instability and of
inability to plan and program things
since often times before putting a plan
into action the conditions related to it
have already changed.
7. Challenge 2: Economic pressure and poverty. Economic pressure
and poverty are universal phenomena with serious consequences not
unknown to us. For instance, the need
for adequate income causes people to
work in two professions, in essence
pushing family life to a marginal status. We have the sad experience of
many family problems being caused by
financial pressures. On the other hand,
we face phenomena like human trafficking or slavery involving 35 million
women and children who are objects
of financial labor and pleasure exploitations due to extraordinary conditions
of poverty. Certainly, poverty, along
with its accompanying consequences,
one of them being violence, cannot
be ignored by us. And, of course, the
economic factor has been central as a
challenge to our Archdiocese, as we
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are confronted by the complicated economic difficulties that we experienced
in the last year.
8. Challenge 3: Disconnecting
from the Church. It has been noticed
that in America, but much more so in
Europe, the major Christian denominations are losing people. Roman Catholic and Protestant communities, with a
few exceptions, see their membership
diminishing. People are not becoming atheist or agnostic, but rather they
simply do not want to be connected
any longer to any organized religious
body. We also, as Orthodox Church,
are affected by this phenomenon to a
certain degree. There are parishes in
our Orthodox Church in which this
disconnecting attitude occurs. In our
case, this happens particularly with a
number of mixed marriages and among
the young adults. People disconnecting
from the Church is an alarming challenge not to be overlooked. Added to
some changing demographic conditions, this disconnecting attitude might
lead small parishes to extinction.
9. Challenge 4: Attacks against the
Christian Faith. The attacks, frequently
violent, against the Christian Faith and
the proliferation of many religions like
Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and other
religio-cultural variations are a major
challenge. Atheism today is not what it
used to be 30 or 40 years ago. On the
other hand, religions other than Christian are becoming more militant and
aggressive, not passive and neutral as
in the past.
Young people of our Faith frequently tell us that in their colleges
and universities there are classes and
courses in which the presentation and
promotion of anti-Christian ideas is
a common practice, parallel to the
proliferation of ideologies hostile to
Christianity and to religions replacing
Christianity. Not to speak about what
is happening in the press, with social
media, television, and with movies and
shows in terms of presenting inaccurate views and distorted information
about articles of faith, and which even
deal with Christianity in sarcastic, humiliating, and ridiculing ways and language.
10. In order to successfully confront the aforementioned challenges,
we have to undertake a number of important tasks. First, we have to become
fully aware of where we are and what
we are. What our parishes are today
are not the same as when they were
initially founded by first generation
immigrants who came mostly from villages and towns, having a homogenous
population with an Orthodox and Hellenic identity. The churches that our
pioneer ancestors created here were
originally something similar to what
they had left in their place of origin,
namely, Orthodox ecclesiastical institutions serving their practical needs,
i.e. liturgies, baptisms, weddings, funerals, memorials, etc. In addition,
their parishes were places of tremendous social and psychological support
and strength in an effort for survival in
a new land of which most of them did
not even know the language.
Now we are in the 3rd, 4th, 5th,
and even 6th generation. The current
conditions need parishes which are
not self-limited closed entities serving elementary religious needs and
merely supporting survival. Thanks to
the grace of God and to the hard work
of our pioneer ancestors, we are now
beyond the language of survival. The
conditions now require a form of a par-

ish whose members, a) have a strong
consciousness of an Orthodox identity
and ethos, which make them different from our fellow Americans with
whom, however, they fully share the
big benefits and advantages of being
citizens of this blessed country, and
b) have an awareness that they have
been called to an apostolic mission
of sharing the truth, the light, the joy,
and the peace of the Gospel with the
non-Orthodox people, with whom
they live in the same location or elsewhere. Such a strong consciousness of
Orthodox Christian identity and full
awareness of apostolic mission require
proper cultivation, education, and methodical training.
11. Facing these grave situations
and responsibilities, we urgently need
the development of programs:
a) First, there is a need to develop
programs for an adequate and attractive adult education related to the Orthodox Christian Faith. How many
of our parishes have established such
programs? The great Apostle Paul
writing to the Philippians at the end of
his life, declared that now his urgent
purpose was to learn Christ, and the
power of His resurrection, and to share
in His Passion (cf. Phil. 3:10), clearly
indicating that there is no ending in
learning the inexhaustible wealth of
faith in Christ. Learning Orthodoxy is
a matter of a continuous never ending
education. This is what the great Fathers of the Church did for the faithful
of their time on a continuous, non-interrupted daily basis.
b) Next to developing programs
for an Orthodox adult education, there
is a greater need to seriously review
what we do in introducing our children and young people to Orthodoxy
as a Faith, as a lifestyle and as a superb
cultural gift.
Children’s introduction to Orthodox Christianity is a big priority for us.
Properly developed and applied relevant programs, not only cover a vital
need, they are also a strong antidote to
some of the challenges which we mentioned before. Needless to say, that
what frequently happens in our parishes, namely, to offer the session of the
introduction to Faith at a time parallel
to the Divine Liturgy, needs thorough
revision. Such a practice deprives the
children from attending the Divine Liturgy and creates a childless liturgical
congregation which is not good.
It is obvious that in our Church in
America the activities and programs
related to Orthodox religious education need review, strengthening and
enhancing.
When, following objective statistics, 45% of the members of our Greek
Orthodox population have at least one
University or College degree, which
means that they are advanced in education and knowledge, we cannot have
limited knowledge of our Faith, or even
sometimes exhibit an Orthodox illiteracy. When the parents are deficient
in terms of Orthodox knowledge, what
then will happen to their children? The
necessity of dealing systematically and
intensely with issues of proper Orthodox training and education for adults
and for children constitute an urgent
priority. In this case today, we are in an
advantageous position because plenty
of Orthodox Educational material and
relevant resources are available. The
question is if and how we use them.
12. An equally urgent priority is
the issue of dealing with the challenge
of people disconnecting themselves
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from the Church and gradually distancing or even cutting themselves off.
The number of these people in our case
might be relatively small compared to
major Christian denominations here
and in Europe.
The phenomenon, however, cannot be ignored, and the fundamental
questions cannot be avoided, namely,
what is the cause of distancing and
disconnection? A central answer may
be the dissatisfaction with the function and activities of a parish, or that
the parish has nothing else to offer in
terms of participatory engagement except the Sunday liturgy. Thus, here the
question arises: What can be done in
order to improve the life and activities
of a parish?
There are parishes in which we notice an ongoing task to have as many
parishioners as possible involved in
various activities or special projects. In
my numerous visits throughout the
country, I have encountered parishes
which have developed various activities for the parishioners, especially for
young adults.
There must be a way for the proliferation of all relevant information. In
this case, philanthropic tasks on a wide
spectrum, special cultural events and
athletic opportunities for the young,
in addition to the annual festival,
could also become instrumental in
keeping the people connected to the
Church. The care for involving members of mixed marriages is another
opportunity with great potential, especially since disconnection occurs frequently with mixed marriage families.
13. There is an open field inviting all of us to work together in order
to confront all challenges and to respond to the call of the Lord Who says
to us: As the Father has sent me, even
so I send you (John 20:21). This sacred task is certainly exciting but not
easy. Even our present financial and
administrative difficulties play a very
challenging role. An equally very challenging role in our sacred task is the
necessity to continue immediately the
building of St. Nicholas. But we are
not an organization, a club, a corporation, or even a fraternity.
We are the people of God, we are
His Church, we are the believers in
Christ. Our theme for this 44th Clergy-Laity Congress is, “All things are
possible to the one who believes in
Christ” (Mark 9:23).
All things are possible to us who
believe in Christ including any challenge, including any social, cultural,
psychological or financial problems
or even provocations coming from the
contemporary world.
This remains true for us presuming that we are following the line of action of our God and Lord Jesus Christ,
Who started and continued to the end
His saving ministry by proclaiming
the Gospel, by teaching and by healing
(Matt. 4:23). Proclaiming the Gospel,
teaching the truth revealed by Christ
and healing the suffering is our mission and our strategic plan for the present, the future and forever.
Thus, facing reality, we certainly
are in a position to say along with St.
Paul, I know how to be abased and I
know how to abound, in any and all
circumstances I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and want. I can do all things in
Christ and with Christ Who strengthens me (Philip. 4:12-13). Truly, “All
things are possible to the one who believes in Christ.”
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44th Clergy-Laity Congress
More than 1,400
Attend Congress

List of
Clergy-Laity
Congresses

By Stavros Papagermanos

BOSTON – The 44th Biennial Clergy Laity Congress began with the Archbishop Demetrios’ keynote address Monday morning July 2 to a joint session with
the National Philoptochos Society, which
was holding its own Biennial Conference,
at the Boston Marriott Copley Place hotel
30 years after the 29th Congress that took
place here in 1988.  A total of 346 parishes were represented at the congress.
The 1,421 representatives attending included nearly 370 registered delegates to
the National Philoptochos Convention,
1,054 total registered participants in the
Congress of which 736 registered Clergy
Laity delegates, and 318 other representatives and participants associated with the
Archons, the Retired Clergy Association,
the Sisterhood of Presvyteres and others.
Archbishop Demetrios led an opening
prayer service. All the Holy Eparchial
Synod metropolitans were present, along
with representatives of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew: Metropolitan Apostolos of Derkoi and Metropolitan Maximos of Selyvria.
Michael Sophocles, congress cochair, welcomed the more than 1,000 attendees to the opening ceremony. Along
with him, Peter Bassett also served as cochairman and Arthur Anton was honorary chairman.
Others offering welcoming remarks
were Metropolitan Methodios of Boston,
Mayor Martin Walsh of Boston, Nicholas Burns, former U.S. Ambassador to
Greece and presently Harvard University
Professor of Diplomacy and International
Relations; National Philoptochos President Maria Logus, and Archdiocesan
Council Vice President George Tsandikos.
A video message of Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, who spoke in
Greek, followed and Metropolitan Maximos of Selyvria read the Patriarchal Message in English. (see the video and read the
patriarchal text)
His All Holiness spoke about faith,
the congress theme, and said “authentic
faith according to Christ generates creative powers and bears fruit in the lives of
the faithful and in society. Faith is union
with God and simultaneously union with
our neighbor through “love from a pure
heart.” (1 Tim. 1:5). Faith and love
comprise an integral existential reality in
the life of the Church, which constitutes
the “miracle of the New” in the world.”
The Patriarch expressed his concern
for the unfortunate occurrences in the
Archdiocese but also his confidence in a
favorable outlook for better days noting:
“We are not indifferent to these, but as
we have been taught by God’s mercy, we
are confident in a favorable outlook and
better days, exercising our holy faith with
discernment and patience, while standing with the holy clergy and the people
of God, who – respectfully, lovingly,
devotedly and gratefully – know how
to relate to their Mother Church, which
caringly and compassionately nurtures
and protects their spiritual struggles and
ecclesiastical integrity, while constituting
a safety valve for the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America.”

ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS

METROPOLITAN METHODIOS

METROPOLITAN APOSTOLOS

METROPOLITAN MAXIMOS

CO-CHAIR PETER BASSETT

CO-CHAIR MICHAEL SOPHOCLES

GOA/D.Panagos photos
NICHOLAS BURNS

GEORGE TSANDIKOS

Year

Location

1. 1921
2. 1922
3. 1927
4. 1931
5. 1933
6. 1935
7. 1939
8. 1942
9. 1946
10. 1950
11. 1952
12. 1954
13. 1956
14. 1958
15. 1960
16. 1962
17. 1964

New York City
NYC
Chicago
NYC
Chicago
Boston
Detroit
Philadelphia
Boston
St. Louis
Los Angeles
Savannah, Georgia
Washington
Salt Lake City
Buffalo, NY
Boston
Denver

18. 1966
19. 1968
20. 1970
21. 1972
22. 1974
23. 1976
24. 1978
25. 1980
26. 1982
27. 1984
28. 1986
29. 1988
30. 1990
31. 1992
32. 1994
33. 1996
34. 1998
35. 2000
36. 2002
37. 2004
38. 2006
39. 2008
40. 2010
41. 2012
42. 2014
43. 2016
44. 2018

Montreal, Quebec
Athens, Greece
NYC
Houston
Chicago
Philadelphia
Detroit
Atlanta
San Francisco
NYC
Dallas
Boston
Washington
New Orleans
Chicago
NYC
Orlando
Philadelphia
Los Angeles
NYC
Nashville
Washington
Atlanta
Phoenix
Philadelphia
Nashville
Boston
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44th Clergy-Laity Congress
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APC- RCA
Hold Joint
Breakfast
Archdiocesan Presbyters Council
and Retired Clergy Association members held a joint breakfast July 2 honoring the 30th anniversary of the RCA,
and attended by Archbishop Demetrios and other hierarchs of the Church.
The new president of the APC
was introduced, Fr. Mark Leondis,
pastor of St. Mark’s Church of Boca
Raton, Fla., who succeeds Fr. John
Touloumes of Pittsburgh. Fr. Paul Kaplanes is vice president.
Fr. Eugene Pappas is president of
the RCA.
Patriarchal representative Metropolitan Maximos of Selyvria spoke
briefly at the gathering, reminding the
clergy “You have the privilege of belonging directly to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.” He also said that “Our past
and present come from the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which is something to
be proud of.”

Mark 9:35
And He sat down,
called the twelve,
and said to them,
“If anyone
desires to be first,
he shall be
last of all and
servant of all.”

The Very Rev. Eugene Pappas, Retired Clergy Association president.

Fr. Mark Leondis, new president of the Archdiocesan
Presbyters Council.

6

JULY - AUGUST 2018

National Philoptochos Convention

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Delegates to the National Convention (above) stand for the opening prayer. (below left) Dozens of members pack about 10,000 meals for the hungry. (below right) Representatives from each metropolis.

Convention Program Presents a New Philoptochos Disburses $563,084,
Expanded Vision for Philoptochos
Brings Donations to $887,355
by Barbara Pasalis

In the words of Archbishop Demetrios, “Philoptochos has surpassed its
original philanthropic mission. You are
not only Philoptochos, but also Philotheos, Philanthropos, and Philoxenos.” Not only friends of the needy, but
also friends of God, friends of mankind,
and friends of strangers.
In keeping with this new vision
and the Clergy Laity theme, “All things
Are Possible to the One Who Believes
in Christ,” Philoptochos presented an
expanded list of programs designed to
serve not only the needy and the world
at large, but also its members and parish
communities.
Over the past two years, this was
accomplished without reducing the financial support that Philoptochos annually provides to its many ministries,
such as St. Basil Academy, Hellenic
College/Holy Cross School of Theology, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Saint
Photios Shrine, International Orthodox
Christian Charities, Orthodox Christian
Missions, Support A Mission Priest, Orthodox Christian Fellowship, Archdiocesan Presbyters Council and National
Sisterhood of Presvyteres Joint Benevolent Fund, Retired Clergy and Widowed Presvyteres Benevolent Fund,
Children’s Medical Fund, Emergency

Fund, Social Services and more. From
2002 – 2017, this support totaled
$25,804,228.
Expanding on the charge of National President Maria Logus to do more
doing, the Feed the Hungry Program
challenge was increased to over one
million meals in 2017-2018, and the
development of a series of educational
initiatives was prioritized. When asked
what Philoptochos does, President Logus replied clearly and confidently, “We
serve.” For a recap of the convention
program, please continue reading.

Orthodox Observer photo

The Greek Orthodox Ladies
Philoptochos Society, Inc., on behalf
of its more than 400 chapters and over
25,000 stewards, approved the following donations in May – July 2018:
Saint Basil Academy
$50,000 for operational expenses
$20,000 for upgrades to the girls’
and boys’ dormitories
$1,400 for graduation gifts
$3,266 for the graduation ceremonies
Hellenic College/ Holy Cross
School of Theology, $41,000 for scholarships
Ecumenical Patriarchate, $75,000
St.Nicholas Greek Orthodox
Church and National Shrine Fundraising Initiative, $65,000
Archdiocesan Presbyters Council
and National Sisterhood of Presvyteres
Joint Benevolent Fund, $30,000
St. Photios Shrine, $20,000
Retired Clergy and Widowed Presvyteres Benevolent Fund, $10,000
Support  A Mission Priest, $36,000
Orthodox Christian Fellowship,
$31,000 for a Leadership Workshop
International Orthodox Christian
Charities, $40,000 for podokoniosis in
Ethiopia
Therapeftiko Kentro Paidion in Cyprus, $15,000
Holy Metropolis of Limasol, Cyprus, $5,000
Assistance to individuals, $4,500
University of Miami THRIVE
Clinic for Victims of Human Trafficking to pay the salary of one part time
social worker for one year, $35,000
Children’s Hospital of Phiadelphia

for their Social Work Emergency Fund,
$15,000
Upper Chesapeake Health Foundation, Bel Air, MD for their Hold Them
Close program, $12,500
Progeria Research Foundation,
Inc., Peabody, MA for lab testing for
children at Children’s Hospital Boston
and Brigham and Women’s Hospital,
$10,418
Foundation for Morristown Medical Center, Morristown, NJ for expansion of the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit
at Goryeb Children’s Hospital, $10,000
Gilchrist Hospice Care Hunt Valley,
MD for their Gilchrist Kids Pediatric
Hospice Program, $10,000
Bone Marrow Foundation of NYC
for its Lifeline Program, $5,000
LaClinica del Pueblo, Washington,
DC, for its youth development and education program, $5,000
Greek American Rehabilitation
Center in Wheeling, Ill for the installation of a nurse call light system, $5,000
St. Elias Prophet Church in
Dubuque, Iowa to repair and install a
stained glass window damaged during a
tornado, $3,500
STEPS PTO of Willow Farms, Parma, Ohio for its educational program,
which serves 140 students with Autism,
$3,000
Austin Perine’s Show Love Project
nonprofit foundation for his Feed the
Hungry program, $1,500	  These donations were made possible through the
grace of our Lord and the dedication and
hard work of Philoptochos chapters and
their parishes across the United States.
Thank you for doing God’s work.

GOA/D.Panagos photo
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National Philoptochos Convention
New Educational Initiatives

Feed The Hungry
Program Going
Philo-Strong
by Despina Denne

When the Feed the Hungry program launched in January 2015, National Philoptochos President Maria Logus
challenged chapters across the nation
to provide 250,000 meals for the needy
by the 2016 convention. Fueled by a
genuine desire to serve, chapters across
the country began or expanded existing programs to feed those in need, and
communities have worked together and
become teams because of this outreach.
In an extraordinary demonstration of
“can do” spirit, chapters not only met,
but shattered, that goal by providing an
amazing 750,000 meals! The success
did not go unnoticed. In June 2017, the
Feeding Children Everywhere organization honored National Philoptochos
with its inaugural Hunger Hero Award
in the Outstanding Faith-Based Organization category.  
Refusing to permit chapters to rest
on their laurels, President Logus issued
a new challenge for all chapters:  provide 1,000,000 meals by the 2018 convention.   Given how passionately the
chapters embraced the program, there
was little doubt that they could attain the
new goal.  In the weeks leading up to the
2018 convention, it was announced that
900,000 meals had been provided. Delegates arrived in Boston fueled by excitement and anticipation, eager to learn not
only whether Philoptochos had attained
the goal, but also the name of the chapter that had served the millionth meal.  
The delegates were not disappointed.  
As of June 2018, Philoptochos chapters across the nation had provided an
astounding 1,343,000 meals to feed the
hungry!  And which chapter can claim
bragging rights for serving the millionth meal?  That honor belongs to the
Philoptochos chapter at Annunciation
Church, Akron, Ohio in the Metropolis of Pittsburgh.   This single chapter
provided an astounding 263,000 meals.
Congratulations not only to the Akron
chapter, but also to every participating
chapter for warmly embracing this most
worthy ministry and helping Philoptochos to exceed its goal.
Philoptochos delegates, as well as
Clergy Laity delegates who gathered
in Boston, participated in a meal-packaging event in partnership with Rise
Against Hunger. The event took place
at the Boston Marriot Copley Place
on July 5, where in two one-hour sessions, the delegates worked together to
assemble four ingredients (rice, soy, de-

hydrated vegetables and a micronutrient
mix) to provide more than 10,000 meals
for hungry people.  Capitalizing on the
opportunity to serve together, the participants did so with camaraderie and a
sense of purpose.
A Convention Highlight. Also
on July 5th, Philoptochos delegates received a special treat--- a young man
whose “Show Love” project has captured the nation’s attention Zoomed
into the convention.  “Superman” Austin Perine of Birmingham, Alabama is
only 4 years old, but he has made it his
mission, with the help of his parents, to
minister to the homeless in his community.  With a pure heart and an engaging
personality, he delivers much-needed
meals with only one request of each recipient:  “Don’t Forget to Show Love!”
Little Austin started by using all of his
allowance and forgoing all presents to
buy chicken sandwiches to distribute
to the homeless in Birmingham. When
Burger King learned of his philanthropy, they told him they would provide
him with all the chicken sandwiches he
needed for free. In addition, Austin has
a gofundme website, which has already
raised more than $77,000.  
The funds will be used to provide
food, toiletries, drug rehabilitation
and shelter integration.  At the end of
the session, National Philoptochos informed Austin that they would be sending a check for $1,500 to his nonprofit,
Show Love Foundation. Truly, the spirit
of philanthropy is alive and thriving in
this young man!
Where do we go from here?  President Maria Logus quickly answered that
question by laying down a new challenge:  To provide 1,500,000 meals by
the 2020 convention.   In addition, the
chapter providing the most meals in
each Metropolis will be honored, and
Philoptochos will once again be on the
watch for the chapter that serves the allimportant 1,500,000th meal.
To learn more about the Feed the
Hungry program or to make a donation,
go to   www.philoptochos.org/outreach/

To address current, critical issues
facing our society, Philoptochos has embarked on a series of initiatives to serve
and educate our stewards, parish communities, and the community at large.
Parishes and chapters can use these as
community programs and chapter programs to inform and improve the lives
of their members.
Be Safe, Be Smart—Investigating
Technology Safety in the Computer Age
was the first of these initiatives and was
initially intended to serve senior citizens
in our parishes.  However, more information was added that deals with the
safe use of cell phones as well as using
social media safely, including Facebook, so the information became relevant for our teens as well.  During the
2018 convention in Boston, delegates
were treated to a very informative, yet
entertaining, presentation relaying the
pitfalls we face in the information age
and ways to stay safe and smart.
Inclusion Ministries Program.
Children with special needs hold a special place in our hearts, yet having them
in church presents challenges.   In response, Presvytera Toni Mihalopoulos
of the Metropolis of Chicago developed
this program to help parishes minister
to families with special needs children.  
Pick Up Your Cross and Follow Me is
presented as an example of a collection
of programs and resources to serve children with special needs and their families.
The Stop Bullying in Your Community program was developed as
a complete curriculum to be used in
parishes to teach young people how to
respond when they are personally bullied or when they witness bullying.  It is
also designed to teach adults and youth
leaders the danger signs of bullying and
what they can do to create a communitywide bullying prevention strategy.  The
program consists of a collection of videos, PowerPoint presentations, activities

and resources that can be used in youth
groups and parishes.
The Women’s Health Committee
was formed to address a variety of health
issues that women face. The committee
began with heart disease---the #1 killer
of women---and has assembled a full array of articles and resources to education women on this critical health issue.  
Convention delegates received a wealth
of eye-opening facts and figures about
heart disease in a presentation given
by guest speaker Dr. Amy Sarma. The
committee hopes to continue its work
and develop additional initiatives on
health issues women face.
Reinforcing the committee’s concern with women’s health and wellbeing, National Board members developed a special convention program
entitled, Exercise Your Mind ~ Exercise
Your Body ~ The Path to Good Health,
in which they sponsored early morning
walks and stretching exercise breaks
during meetings to relieve mental and
physical fatigue during the convention.
The most recent initiative developed was the Alzheimer’s Disease
initiative. The committee assembled a
collection of articles and resources that
address symptoms and treatments of
this devastating illness, along with ways
that family members can help their
loved ones.  In addition, a PowerPoint
presentation was designed to introduce
this topic to delegates at the convention.
Alzheimer’s Disease is an issue faced
by an increasing number of families in
our communities.
National Philoptochos’ goal in developing these initiatives is to aid members and communities in living better,
healthier, more stress-free lives.  If the
information provided can save even one
life, their goal will be achieved.
For more information on these initiatives, go to
http://philoptochos.org/outreach/educational-initiatives/

Delegates view a video on children with special needs

projects/feed-the-hungry

National President Maria Logus

GOA/D.Panagos photo

Philoptochos photo
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Archbishop Demetrios addresses the Archon Family Reception.
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Archbishop Raises Issue of Ecum. Patriarchate’s
Religious Freedom at State Department Event
WASHINGTON – Archbishop
Demetrios, at the invitation of Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, participated in the first-ever Ministerial to Advance Religious Freedom, July 24-26,
at the State Department.
The Archbishops, addressing the
plenary meeting on July 25, raised the
issue of religious freedom for the Ecumenical Patriarchate and in particular
said that the Ecumenical Patriarchate is
deprived, first of a legal status which
limits its ability to exercise its duties
and ministry; secondly, has suffered a
massive confiscation of its properties
buildings, and land and, thirdly, had
only one theological school, located
on the island of Halki, which Turkish
authorities closed  almost 50 years ago
and remains closed, despite the efforts
of many people and countries in the
West, including repeated appeals by
U.S. presidents.
As the Patriarchal Theological
School of Halki remains closed, said
the Archbishop, the Ecumenical Patriarchate is deprived of the ability to
educate its own clergy, which is clearly
a violation of its religious freedom.
The Archbishop’ s remarks were
very well received by the Plenary and
participants applauded his call for action in support of the Ecumenical Pa-

triarchate.
The Ministerial convened a broad
range of stakeholders from eighty
countries, including foreign ministers,
ambassadors, international organization representatives, religious leaders,
and civil society representatives, to
discuss challenges, identify concrete
ways to combat religious persecution
and discrimination, and ensure greater
respect for religious freedom for all.On
the sidelines of the Ministerial conference, His Eminence had the opportunity to meet with several officials including Sam Brownback, United States
Ambassador-at-Large for International
Religious Freedom; John J. Sullivan, Deputy Secretary of State; Knox
Thames, Special Advisor for Religious
Minorities in the Near East and South/
Central Asia; and religious and political leaders from around the world.
John J. Sullivan, Deputy Secretary of State hosted in the evening of
Wednesday, July 25, a reception for the
participants of the Ministerial at the
Benjamin Franklin Room of the State
Department.
On the last day of the conference,
Archbishop Demetrios attended Secretary Pompeo’s introductory address
and the very comprehensive keynote
address of Vice President Mike Pence.
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Delegates Address Financial Situation at Clergy-Laity Congress

 from page 1

The Finance Committee presented
a balanced budget after several months
of work and actions taken to address
the deficit, including the elimination
of about 25 percent of the Archdiocese staff and drastic spending cuts.
However, at one committee session,
a proposal was floated to take about
$1 million from the proposed budget,
without raising the total commitment
and apply it to the clergy benefits account.
At the start of the plenary session,
Treasurer Michael Psaros presented a
lengthy report on what has transpired
over the past year to begin correcting
the situation.
He said the new officers of the
Archdiocesan Council and the leadership team have “successfully restructured the Archdiocese and changes
have been made to ensure stability…
“We confronted and solved a number of administrative and accounting
challenges.” Previously the administrative and financial operations of the
Archdiocese were under the control of
one person (the executive director for
administration). “This is not done,”
Psaros said.
He noted the following:
• A new audit committee has instituted review controls that are in compliance with New York state law.
• The Archdiocese has achieved
financial stability and all amounts
owed to the St. Nicholas and HCHC
restricted funds have been repaid.
• An $8.5 million loan has been
obtained from Alma Bank. The Archdiocese will repay the loan in a reasonable amount of time with no bur-

GOA/D.Panagos photos
Executive Committee Secretary Cathy Walsh presides at the July 5 Plenary Session that included many
clergy and lay speakers

den or obligation has been placed on
the parishes.
• About 25 percent of expenses
have been cut. Forty-seven members
of the staff were laid-off in one day
in August, resulting in a $6.5 million
savings. Additional staff cuts have
been made since then.
• Many outside vendors have been
eliminated and new vendor controls
have been put in place. Many other
areas of spending have been reduced
and/or eliminated.
• Revenues are now above budgeted levels and expenses are below
budgeted levels.
Finance Committee and Archdiocese officials opposed changes
to the balanced budget that had been
achieved. At the plenary session, one
delegate from Annapolis, Md., proposed “suspending the Orthodox Observer” so the funds could be used
elsewhere.
Because of the confusion among
many delegates as to what had been
voted for, discussion ensued and another amendment passed that would
allow the Budget Committee to decide
where to make changes.
Some delegates made additional
recommendations to add funds to various accounts, including the HCHC
budget and the pension fund, which
would have created a budget deficit of
more than $1 million.
The pension fund has been underfunded over the years, with about $3.3
million owed by parishes. The Archdiocese commitment to the fund is up
to date.
“Where’s the money going to
come from?,” Psaros asked in response
to the various recommendations being

Congress Documents Available Online
Documents and reports from the ship, Outreach & Evangelism, Youth &
Clergy-Laity Congress can be viewed Young Adult Ministries, Marriage &
in their entirety at the congress website, Family, Registry, Religious Education,
www.clergylaity.org
Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism,
They include the financial reports, Youth and Young Adult Ministries,
plenary session documents, audit report Archdiocesan District Office of Educaand the following departments and offic- tion, Ionian Village, Office of the Chanes: Communications, Greek Education, cellor, Orthodox Observer, Orthodox
Information Technology, Inter-Ortho- Software Initiative and St. Michael’s
dox, Ecumenical & Interfaith Relations, Home. Reports for the Institutional and
Internet Ministries, Marriage & Family, Military Chaplaincies are also included
Registry, Religious Education, Steward- in this issue of the Observer.

made.  “We’re doing it again.”
He continued, “We have made
great strides in a short period of time to
achieve stability, order, structure and
integrity. We cannot go backwards.
We have achieved a balanced budget
and the (New York state) Attorney
General had to approve the loan. We
have to have a balanced budget.”
Psaros also noted that the total
commitment for the parishes has been
frozen up to 2020.
He received a standing ovation
but later in the contentious meeting,
he became so irate that he announced
he would resign at the end of his term
in October. But Archbishop Demetrios
rose and said his resignation would
not be accepted.
“What you put in place is incredibly impressive and support what you
are doing,” said a priest who was a
former CPA. We need to acknowledge
the work you have done by supporting
the work you have done. The problem
is you’ve lost the trust of parishes.
What happened is appalling.”
At that point Metropolitan Alexios
of Atlanta took the microphone and
told the delegates “You are responsible for losing that trust,” noting that
over the past three congresses budgets
have been passed with very little discussion and that the individuals now
serving on the Archdiocese Finance
Committee “were not here two or four
years ago.” He received a chorus of
‘boos’ in reply.
The discussion over finances consumed most of the time allotted for the

entire plenary session and several reports were either eliminated or highly
condensed, including the Administration Committee report by Chairman
Constantine Caras. The entire text is
online at the congress website: www.
clergylaity.org
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44th Biennial Clergy Laity Congress
Concludes with Grand Banquet
By Stavros Papagermanos

Archbishop Demetrios addresses the approximately 1,200 people attending the Thursday evening banquet,
expressing gratitude for the hard work of the host committee, the volunteers and their spiritual leader
Metropolitan Methodios.

GOA/D.Panagos photos

BOSTON – The 44th Biennial
Clergy Laity Congress concluded July
5 with a Grand Banquet at the Boston
Marriott Copley Place hotel attended
by more than 1,200 people. The festive banquet followed a full day of deliberations in the setting of the Plenary
Session of the Congress.
Archbishop Demetrios offered the
invocation and the National Anthems
were sung by mezzo-soprano Collen
Palmer. Co-Chairs of the Congress
Michael Sophocles and Peter Bassett
made the presentations and offered
greetings.
Greetings were offered by Leadership 100 Chairman Argyris Vassiliou,
Congress Honorary Chairman Arthur
Anton, National Philoptochos President Maria Logus and Consul General
of Greece in Boston Stratos Efthymiou.
Host hierarch Metropolitan Methodios offered inspiring remarks and
expressed his gratitude personally to
all the members of the host committee
and the volunteers.
Thoughtful remarks were offered
by the patriarchal representatives,

Metropolitan Apostolos of Derkoi and
Metropolitan Maximos of Selyvria.
Metropolitan Apostolos admonished the attendees about the dangers
of evil, lies and scandals and said:
“The enemy of truth and our salvation works deviously day and night.
We ought to oppose his machinations
with unshakeable Faith to the Omnipotent Holy Triune God of Truth.
Faith working through love per
Apostle Paul (Gal. 5:6); and not only
through love but also through patience
and discernment and humility but
mostly God-loving unity.”
Finally, Archbishop Demetrios
recognized and praised the hard work
of the host committee, the volunteers
and their spiritual leader Metropolitan
Methodios.
The Archbishop expressed gratitude to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew for his demonstrated leadership, love and care.
He also said that the Church is
universal and diachronic and the Clergy Laity Congress was not only an
opportunity to connect amongst ourselves and discuss issues of concern
but hopefully and most importantly
an opportunity to connect with God.
inTroducing
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Delegates Attend First-of-Its-Kind Orientation to HCHC
BROOKLINE, Mass. – More than
a thousand delegates, some with their
families, traveled from congress headquarters at the Boston Marriott Copley
Place hotel to the school’s 52-acre campus overlooking the Boston skyline for
a series of presentations designed to familiarize them with HCHC.
With the temperature in the 90s, the
delegates were divided into five groups,
with morning programs exclusively for
members of the Ladies Philoptochos
Society. Both clergy and lay delegates
attended the afternoon programs, which
included a breakout session for hierarchs and clergy. Venues included Holy
Cross Chapel, the Malliotis Center, the
Pappas gymnasium and the Condakes
Refectory (cafeteria).
HCHC President Fr. Christopher
Metropulos, in his welcome to the delegates, discussed plans for the school’s
future and presented a short, inspiring
video. When he asked how many of
those present were visiting HCHC for
the first time, hundreds of hands went
up. Surveying the huge crowd, Fr. Me-

tropulos said, “It is time for Hellenic
College Holy Cross to become a household word,” and “As the school goes,
so goes the Church in America.”–statements that were greeted with thunderous
applause.
The variety of programs gave
delegates a broader understanding of
HCHC. “Envisioning Our Future” presented a panel of clergy alumni and current faculty members who described
how the school forms students holistically for lives of service to the Church
and the world.
Attendees also asked questions of
the panelists and shared their own hopes
for the future of the school and Orthodoxy in America.
“A Call for Support” featured current students, recent alums, officers
of the Alumni Association Board, and
faithful donors sharing testimonies
about the many ways in which financial
support for the school furthers the education and spiritual formation of Orthodox Christian leaders.
“Bringing Theology to Life”

brought together two of  HCHC’s most
distinguished scholars in Holy Cross
Chapel to offer their thoughts on the
importance of theological education and
the need to sustain and develop it for future generations.
The Very Rev. Archimandrite Maximos Constas, Senior Research Scholar
at Holy Cross, made the point that “...
our students are your children. They are
here for you, to prepare themselves to
serve you...We need an educated clergy
and an educated laity.” Dr. Lewis Patsavos, professor of Canon Law Emeritus, who taught at Holy Cross 40 years,
also stressed that “...this school is ours–
yours and mine.”
Those assigned to one of the afternoon sessions in the chapel were also
addressed by Archbishop Demetrios,
who spoke about the school’s contribution to Orthodoxy in America.
His Eminence also led prayers at the
graves of the three hierarchs of blessed
memory who are buried behind the chapel: Archbishop Iakovos, Metropolitan
Silas, and Bishop Gerasimos.

Fr. Metropulos noted that, at the
afternoon session exclusively for hierarchs and clergy, many thought-provoking ideas about the future of theological
education at HCHC were presented and
discussed. The school’s administration
and faculty will take the valuable input
from that session into consideration as
they develop a new vision for the future.
Reflecting on the historic gathering,
Fr. Metropulos said, “It was a pleasure
for all of us–the trustees, administration,
faculty, staff, and students–to welcome
our beloved Hierarchs and over a thousand clergy and lay Congress delegates
to campus, the vast majority of whom
were visiting for the first time. We hope
this is the beginning of a stronger relationship with the faithful of the GOA as
we seek to grow our only institution of
higher learning.”
As the morning session ended and
before the afternoon session began, a
bountiful lunch was served under two
large tents in the athletic field dubbed
the “Metropolitan Methodios Dining
Hall.”
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Taking the Next Step in Youth Safety
By Steven Christoforou

It’s finally time to take our next step
to keep kids safe.
For the past two years, Y2AM (the
Department of Youth and Young Adult
Ministries of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America) has been hard at
work developing an exciting and critical
system to help keep children safe. In
early July, the Clergy Laity Congress
enthusiastically and unanimously approved these new Policies for the Safety
of Youth and Children.
This is an exciting time for ministry work in the Archdiocese and, to
help you understand what’s next, we’ve
answered the most common questions
we’ve received about the new Policies:
1. Why is youth safety important?
We can’t understand youth safety if
we don’t first understand ministry. Ministry, as we continue to stress, is primarily about the person of Jesus Christ. It’s
about bringing people to the Lord and
inviting them to live out their relationship with Him in the Church.
Ministry is grounded in Christ and
oriented towards His Kingdom. And, to
be effective, it needs to be done in a safe
and healthy environment.
Scandals and distractions can undermine even the best ministry work.
Abuse and traumas not only harm
young people but also alienate them
from the Lord.
We simply cannot bring young

people to the Lord if we don’t first create ministry environments that are safe,
healthy, and above reproach.
That’s exactly what the new Policies will help us achieve.
2. How are the Policies different
from the Youth Protection Manual?
If you’ve ever served as a summer
camp counselor, you’re familiar with the
Youth Protection Manual (the “YPM”).
This was the first set of youth safety
rules that the Archdiocese ever adopted.
Yet the YPM only applies to Metropolis camps and retreats. And, while
an important part of ministry, these critical programs are just a small part of the
full spectrum of Youth Ministry Programs and Events.
Unlike the YPM, the new Policies
apply to all Youth Ministry Programs or
Events across the Archdiocese (at the
parish, Metropolis, and Archdiocesan
levels). And they bring three key improvements to our youth work:
First, the Policies create a new category of ministry workers, called Youth
Workers, who will be the only people
eligible to participate in Youth Ministry
Programs and Events.
Second, the Policies set forth clear
policies about how to report inappropriate behavior.
Third, the Policies establish a simple system of compliance to ensure
that all Youth Ministry Programs and
Events across the Archdiocese are
safe, healthy, and Christ-centered.

3. What exactly is a Youth Ministry
Program or Event?
Any program or event that is primarily held for Children or Youth is
a Youth Ministry Program or Event.
This includes everything from JOY
and HOPE and GOYA youth groups to
Sunday School, parish basketball teams,
Greek schools, and parish dance groups.
If the Church is hosting a program or
event for Children or Youth, then it’s
our job to make sure that program or
event is a safe space for all participants.
4. How can I become a Youth Worker?
Becoming a Youth Worker is simple. And it’s a necessary first step if
you’d like to participate in Youth Ministry Programs and Events.
First, you need to register (or reregister) every year with your parish.
This helps us know who our Youth
Workers are and how to contact them.
And it makes sure that we can track the
next critical steps.
Second, you need to complete online training every year. We’ve worked
with our youth safety vendor, Praesidium, to completely redesign the online modules we used to use for summer camp training. This online course
(which takes about an hour and a half
to complete) is thorough, engaging, and
incredibly informative.
Third, you need to successfully pass
a background screen once every two
years. This helps establish that all our
Youth Ministry Programs and Events
are safe environments staffed by reliable and trustworthy people.
Once you complete these three simple steps, you’re a Youth Worker who
is eligible to serve in Youth Ministry
Programs and Events across the Archdiocese.
5. What does all this cost?
The Archdiocese is pleased to report that both the youth safety registration database and training materials are
offered to all communities and parishioners in the Archdiocese free of charge.
The only cost associated with becoming
a Youth Worker will be the cost of the
background screen.
Praesidium will be offering potential Youth Workers access to their most
rigorous background screen for just
about $18 dollars. While some jurisdictions will see higher prices (given the
costs associated with certain state databases), this is an incredibly affordable
way to have confidence in the safety
of our Youth Ministry Programs and
Events.
6. How do I report inappropriatebehavior?
       The Policies cover two different
kinds of reports.
First, as a matter of law, all people
who have responsibility over young
people are known as “mandated reporters.” Youth Workers fall into this category. If a mandated reporter sees Abuse
or suspects Abuse, he or she must immediately report this to state authorities.
Again, this is a matter of law. And
the Policies reflect this.
However, there are also situations
that do not rise to this level. For example, a person might witness behavior
that seems inappropriate or is a viola-

tion of certain parts of the Policies. If
this doesn’t rise to the level of Abuse or
suspected Abuse, then the Youth Worker must simply intervene to stop this
behavior and report it to the Supervisor
within the Youth Ministry Program or
Event.
7. How will we track compliance?
This is a critical piece. Our challenge as an Archdiocese is not simply
to adopt youth safety procedures but to
demonstrate that we comply with them.
To do so, we have established a simple
process that begins in the parish.
First, the parish Administrator will
prepare a roster of all the Youth Workers in the parish. He will indicate that
(a) these are the only people who are
participating in Youth Ministry Programs or Events in the parish, and (b)
they have all been registered, trained,
and screened as required by the Policies.
The parish Administrator will then send
this certified letter, signed by the Parish
Priest and parish Council president, to
the Metropolis.
The District/Metropolis Y2AM
Director will receive these letters and
then prepare her own. She will prepare
a roster of Parishes in the District/Metropolis and draft a letter that will indicate (a) which Parishes have submitted
their certification letters, (b) that she has
completed a random spot check of parishes to ensure there are no discrepancies, and (c) that the Metropolis roster
contains the only people participating
in Youth Ministry Programs and Events
in the District/Metropolis. The District/
Metropolis Y2AM Director will then
sign and send this certified letter to us at
the Archdiocese.
Finally, Y2AM will receive these
letters and prepare our own compliance letter. We will prepare a roster of
the District and Metropolises and draft
a letter than will indicate (a) which District/Metropolises have submitted their
certification letters, (b) that we have
completed a random spot check of the
District/Metropolises to ensure there are
no discrepancies, and (c) that the Archdiocese roster contains the only people
participating in Youth Ministry Programs and Events in the Archdiocese.
We will then sign and send this certified letter to the Legal Committee of the
Archdiocese.This final certification letter will be a semiannual snapshot of our
compliance with the Policies across the
Archdiocese.
8. When do the Policies go into effect?
At the request of our Hierarchs,
who are strongly committed to youth
safety, the Policies will go into full effect on Sept. 1, 2019 (the start of the
new Ecclesial and Ministry Year). In
the interim, we will be available to help
Parishes with the registration and certification process. As of Sept. 1, 2019, no
Youth Ministry Program or Event will
be allowed to function if it is not in full
compliance with the Policies.
This is our pledge to Children and
Youth across the Archdiocese. It is our
pledge to all parents across the Archdiocese.It is our pledge to you, the faithful,
who deserve to know that every Youth
Ministry Program and Event across
the Archdiocese is a safe place where
young people can encounter our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Εγκύκλιος
Οι πρόσφατες
πυρκαγιές στην Ελλάδα
Μὴ φοβοῦ, μετὰ σοῦ γάρ εἰμι· μὴ πλανῶ,
ἐγὼ γάρ εἰμι ὁ Θεός σου ὁ ἐνισχύσας σε
καὶ ἐβοήθησά σοι καὶ ἠσφαλισάμην σε
τῇ δεξιᾷ τῇ δικαίᾳ μου. (Ἠσ. 41:10)
Πρός τόν Ἱερό Κλῆρο καί τό
θεοσεβές Ποίμνιο τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχι
επισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς
Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφές
ἐν Χριστῷ,
Πληροφορηθήκαμε ὅλοι μας γιά τίς
καταστροφικές πυρκαϊές στήν Ἑλλάδα
καί συγκεκριμένα στην Ἀττική, οἱ ὁποῖες
στέρησαν τή ζωή δεκάδων ἀνθρώπων,
προξένησαν τόν τραυματισμό πολλῶν
ἄλλων καί κατέστρεψαν ἀμέτρητα σπίτια
καί περιουσίες. Νοιώθουμε ἀπέραντη
ἀγωνία καί πόνο παρακολουθῶντας τίς
τρομακτικές εἰκόνες καί ἀκούγοντας τίς
τραγικές ἱστορίες ἀπό τήν Ἑλλάδα.
Ὁμοῦ μετά τῶν Ἰεραρχῶν τῆς
Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχιακῆς Συνόδου τῆς Ἱερᾶς
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς συμπάσχουμε
μέ τήν ὀδύνη τοῦ προσφιλοῦς
Ἑλληνικοῦ λαού καί ἀναπέμπομε θερμές
προσευχές. Εἴθε ὁ φιλεύσπλαγχνος
Κύριος νά χαρίσῃ αἰώνια ζωή σέ
ἐκείνους πού χάθηκαν καί κουράγιο σέ
ἐκείνους πού ἐπιβίωσαν.
Ὡς
Ὀρθόδοξοι
Χριστιανοί,
ὀφείλουμε νά προσφέρουμε ἐλπίδα
καί στήριξη. Γιά τοῦτο τόν λόγο, τήν
Κυριακή 29 Ἰουλίου 2018, καλοῦμε ὅλες
τίς ἐνορίες τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς
μας νά δεηθοῦν ὑπέρ ὐγείας καἰ
ανακουφίσεως τῶν πληγέντων ἀπό
τίς πυρκαϊές καί νά τελέσουν εἰδική
Ἐπιμνημόσυνη δέηση γιά ἐκείνους οἱ
ὁποῖοι ἔχασαν τή ζωή τους σέ αὐτή
τήν τραγωδία. Παρακαλοῦμε, ἐπίσης,
τήν Κυριακή 29 Ἰουλίου καθώς καί τήν
Κυριακή 5 Αὐγούστου νά περιαχθῇ
εἰδικός δίσκος γιά τήν ἀνακούφιση
τῶν θυμάτων καί τήν προσφορά
βοηθείας καί ἐλπίδος στούς ἀνθρώπους
ἐκείνους τῶν ὁποίων οἱ κοινότητες καί
τά σπίτια ἔχουν καταστραφεῖ. Ὅλες οἱ
προσφορές, εἴτε ἐνοριῶν, εἴτε ἀτομικές
πρέπει να αποστέλλονται στήν
Ἑλληνική Ὀρθόδοξο Ἀρχιεπισκοπή
(8 East 79th Street, NY, NY 10075) μέ
τήν ἔνδειξη Attica Fires Relief Fund. Οἱ
προσευχές καί ἡ προσφορά τῆς ἀγάπης
μας θά βοηθήσουν τούς ἀνθρώπους πού
εὑρίσκονται σέ κατάσταση ἀνάγκης καί
θά ἀποτελέσουν μαρτυρία τῶν ἰσχυρῶν
δεσμῶν Πίστεως καί Κληρονομιᾶς πού
μοιραζόμεθα μέ τούς Ἕλληνες ἀδελφούς
μας, εἰδικά σέ τραγικές συνθῆκες.
Γνωρίζοντας τήν ἀπεριόριστη
γενναιο-δωρία καί ἀγάπη σας, ὡς πιστῶν
τῆς Ἀμερικῆς, εἴμεθα πεπεισμένοι
ὅτι θά ἀνταποκριθεῖτε μέ μεγάλη
γενναιοδωρία στην ἔκκληση βοηθείας
γιά τόν Ἑλληνικό λαό. Οἱ ἄνθρωποι
αὐτοί θά χρειαστοῦν τήν ἀρωγή και
συμπαράστασή μας βραχυπρόθεσμα
καί μακροπρόθεσμα γιά νά μπορέσουν
να συνέλθουν ἀπό τήν τρομακτική αὐτή
τραγωδία.
Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

ΕΤΟΣ 83 • ΑΡΙΘΜΟΣ 1332

ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΙΚΟ ΜΗΝΥΜΑ ΠΡΟΣ ΤΗΝ 44η ΚΛΗΡΙΚΟΛΑΪΚΗ
Ἱερώτατε Ἀρχιεπίσκοπε Ἀμερικῆς,
ὑπέρτιμε καί ἔξαρχε Ὤκεανῶν, Ἀτλαντικοῦ
τε καί Εἰρηνικοῦ, ἐν Ἁγίῳ Πνεύματι
ἀγαπητέ ἀδελφέ καί συλλειτουργέ τῆς ἡμῶν
Μετριότητος κύριε Δημήτριε, Ἱερώτατοι
καί Θεοφιλέστατοι ἀδελφοί Μητροπολῖται
καί Ἐπίσκοποι, Ὁσιολογιώτατοι, Αἰδεσι
μολογιώτατοι καί Ἱερολογιώτατοι κληρικοί,
Ἐντιμότατοι ἐκπρόσωποι τῶν Κοινοτήτων
καί Ἐνοριῶν, Ἐντιμολογιώτατοι Ἄρχοντες
τῆς Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας, ἐκπρόσωποι
τῶν μειζόνων Ἱδρυμάτων τῆς Ἱερᾶς
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς καί ἁπαξάπαντες οἱ
συγκροτοῦντες τήν ΜΔ΄ Κληρικολαϊκήν
Συνέλευσιν αὐτῆς, χάρις εἴη ὑμῖν καί εἰρήνη
παρά Θεοῦ Πατρός καί Κυρίου ἡμῶν
Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ καί ἁγιασμός τοῦ Παναγίου
Πνεύματος, παρ’ ἡμῶν δέ Πατριαρχική ἐν
ἀγάπῃ εὐλογία και εὐχή.
Εἰς ἕνα κόσμον ἐγκλωβισμένον εἰς
τά πολλά ἀδιέξοδα αὐτοῦ, ἀνέτειλεν, «ὄτε
ἦλθε τό πλήρωμα τοῦ χρόνου» (Γαλ. δ΄,
4), ἡ εὐδοκία ἐξ Οὐρανοῦ διά τοῦ, ἄκρᾳ
φιλανθρωπίᾳ, σάρκα λαβόντος Υἱοῦ καί
Λόγου τοῦ Θεοῦ, Ὅστις ἔδειξεν ἡμῖν τόν
Πατέρα καί ἔσωσεν ἡμᾶς ἐκ τῆς μοιραίας
πρός Θάνατον πορείας διά τοῦ Σταυρικοῦ
Πάθους καί τῆς Ἀναστάσεως Αὐτοῦ. Ἡ ἐν

τοῦ Θεοῦ, «πρόσωπον πρός πρόσωπον» (Α΄
Κορ. ιγ´, 12).

GOA-Δημήτρης Πανάγος

Χριστῷ ζωή διαθέτει, ἄχρι τῆς Δευτέρας τοῦ
Κυρίου Παρουσίας, τά χαρακτηριστικά τῆς
πίστεως, τῆς ἐλπίδος καί τῆς ἀγάπης, ἐξ’ ὧν,
τελικῶς, μόνον «ἡ μείζων τούτων ἀγάπη»
μενεῖ ὡς ἀπόλυτος καί ἀναμφήριστος
ἔκφρασις κοινωνίας τοῦ ἀνθρώπου μετά

Εἰς τήν ἐπί γῆς πορείαν τῆς Ἐκκλησίας,
μέχρις ἐκείνης τῆς περιποθήτου ὥρας,
ὅμως, πορευόμεθα ἐν πίστει καί μετά
πίστεως, δηλοῦντες τόν σταθηρόν καί
ἀκλόνητον προορισμόν πρός συνάντησιν
τοῦ Ἠγαπημένου τῶν καρδιῶν ἡμῶν Κυρίου
καί Θεοῦ καί Σωτῆρος ἡμῶν Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ.
Οἱ Χριστιανοί εἴμεθα «οἱ πιστεύοντες» (βλ.
Β΄ Θεσ. α΄, 10). Ἡ πίστις εἶναι, ὡς ἐλέχθη
προσφυῶς, «ἄθλος, χάρισμα, τάλαντον,
ἀγών καί καρπός γεγυμνασμένων
αἰσθητηρίων (βλ. Ἑβρ. ε΄, 14)», «δυναμική
ἐμπειρία», οὐχί «στατική βεβαιότης».
Δοκιμάζεται συνεχῶς, τελειοῦται καθ’ ἥν
στιγμήν τά πάντα φαντάζουν ὡς ἀδύνατα,
ὁλοκληροῦται ἐν τῷ καιρῷ τῆς γονίμου
ἀμφιβολίας, κορυφοῦται, Θείᾳ ἀνεκφράστῳ
εὐδοκίᾳ, εἰς τάς στιγμάς τοῦ πειρασμοῦ.
Οὐδόλως ἀποτελεῖ εὐκαιρίαν ραστωνικῆς
ἐπαναπαύσεως καί φαντασιακῆς ἤ συναι
σθηματικῆς σχέσεως μετά τοῦ Θεοῦ,
ἀλλ’ἀντιθέτως εἶναι ἡ παροτρύνουσα
ἡμᾶς πρός ἐκδαπάνησιν ἑαυτῶν ὑπέρ τῆς
Ἐκκλησίας καί τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου μέχρις
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«Η Αγάπη είναι απόλυτη προτεραιότητα στην Εκκλησία»
τόνισε ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος
στην εναρκτήρια Θεία
Λειτουργία της 44ης
Κληρικολαϊκής
του Σταύρου Η. Παπαγερμανού
ΒΟΣΤΩΝΗ – Με πολυαρχιερατική
συνοδική Θεία Λειτουργία στον Καθεδρικό
Ναό του Ευαγγελισμού της Θεοτόκου
άρχισε την Κυριακή 1 Ιουλίου 2018, η
44η Κ ληρικολαϊκή Συνέ λ ε υ σ η της
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής η οποία
πραγματοποιήθηκε στο ξενοδοχείο Boston
Marriott Copley Place, στη Βοστώνη, τη
μεγάλη πανεπιστημιούπολη των Ηνωμένων
Πολιτειών, γνωστή και ως Αθήνα της
Αμερικής.
Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος
Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος προεξήρχε της
Θείας Λειτουργίας συλλειτουργούντων
των Αρχιερέων της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής
Συνόδου Σεβασμιωτάτων Μητροπολιτών
Βοστώνης κ. Μεθοδίου (ο οποίος είναι
και ο οικοδεσπότης ως τοπικός Ιεράρχης
και Μητροπολίτης Βοστώνης), Ατλάντας
κ. Αλεξίου, Ντιτρόϊτ κ. Νικολάου,
Πίτσμπουργκ κ. Σάββα, Αγίου Φραγκίσκου
κ. Γερασίμου, Νέας Ιερσέης κ. Ευαγγέλου και
Σικάγου κ. Ναθαναήλ. Ο Σεβασμιώτατος
Μητροπολίτης Ντένβερ κ. Ησαΐας αφίχθη
αργότερα.
Τον Παναγιώτατο Οικουμενικό
Πατριάρχη κ.κ. Βαρθολομαίο εκπροσώπησαν
σ τ ην ε φ ε τ ι ν ή Κ λη ρ ι κ ο λ α ϊ κ ή δ ύ ο
διακεκριμένοι ιεράρχαι του Οικουμενικού
Θρόνου ο Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης
Γέρων Δέρκων κ. Απόστολος και ο
Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Σηλυβρίας
κ. Μάξιμος, οι οποίοι και περευρέθηκαν
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στη Θεία Λειτουργία συμπροσευχόμενοι
από τον σολέα.
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος, στο
κήρυγμά του λίγο πριν την ολοκλήρωση της
Θείας Λειτουργίας, εξέφρασε πρωτίστως
τις ευχαριστίες του προς τον Οικουμενικό
Πατριάρχη για την αποστολή της εκλεκτής
αντιπροσωπείας, και σημείωσε ότι «η
Κληρικολαϊκή πραγματοποιείται με την
ευλογία, την αγάπη και τις ευχές» του
Παναγιωτάτου. Ευχαρίστησε επίσης
ιδιαίτερα τον Σεβ. Μητροπολίτη Βοστώνης
κ. Μεθόδιο για «την φιλοξενία και την
προετοιμασία» της Κ ληρικολαϊκής,
σημειώνοντας ότι μία τέτοια διοργάνωση
είναι μια πολύ δύσκολη και περίπλοκη
υπόθεση.
Ο Αρχι επίσκοπος σημείωσε τη
σημασία της εορτής και πανηγύρεως των
Αγίων Αναργύρων Κοσμά και Δαμιανού
αναφερόμενος στην Εθνική Φιλόπτωχο
Αδελφότητα και το έργο της, της οποίας
προστάται είναι οι εορτάζοντες άγιοι. Ο
Σεβασμιώτατος στάθηκε στο αποστολικό
ανάγνωσμα της ημέρας Ὑμεῖς δέ ἐστε σῶμα

Χριστοῦ καὶ μέλη ἐκ μέρους, από την πρώτη
προς Κορινθίους επιστολή του Αποστόλου
Παύλου (κεφ. 12:27) τονίζοντας ότι πρέπει
να θυμόμαστε ότι δεν είμεθα κάποια
εταιρία, ή κάποιος οργανισμός ή ένωση,
αλλά Εκκλησία και σῶμα Χριστοῦ. Στη
συνέχεια, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος μιλώντας για τη
συνέχεια της ευαγγελικής περικοπής, τον
ύμνο της αγάπης στο 13ο κεφάλαιο, είπε
ότι η αγάπη αποτελεί νόμο, αρχή και μέθοδο
στις σχέσεις των μελών του σώματος
της Εκκλησίας, «η αγάπη είναι απόλυτη
προτεραιότητα», είπε, και σύμφωνα με
Άγιο Ιωάννη τον Χρυσόστομο, το μέτρο της
αγάπης είναι η αμετρία.
Ο Σεβ. Μητροπολίτης Γέρων Δέρκων
κ. Απόστολος, κατόπιν προσκλήσεως
του Αρχιεπισκόπου, απηύθυνε εγκάρδιο
χαιρετισμό στο εκκλησίασμα και ευχήθηκε
ν α επικρ ατήσ ει σ τις εργασί ες της
Κληρικολαϊκής «η αγάπη και η ομόνοια».
Συγκεκριμένα και μεταξύ άλλων ανέφερε:
«Ευχαριστούμε το Θεό που μας εχάρισε αυτή
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Θετικά και ελπιδοφόρα τα μηνύματα της 44ης Κληρικολαϊκής

του Σταύρου Η. Παπαγερμανού
ΒΟΣΤΩΝΗ – Η επίσημη έναρξη των
εργασιών της 44ης Κληρικολαϊκής Συ
νελεύσεως πραγματοποιήθηκε το πρωί
της Δευτέρας 2 Ιουλίου 2018. Η κεντρική
εναρκτήρια βαρυσήμαντη ομιλία του Σε
βασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής
κ. Δημητρίου ήταν το κύριο γεγονός της
εναρκτήριας τελετής.
Η Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευση λαμβά
νει χώρα ανά διετία σε διαφορετική κάθε
φορά πόλη των Ηνωμένων Πολιτειών και
παράλληλα πραγματοποιείται η Συνέλευση
της Εθνικής Φιλοπτώχου Αδελφότητος.
Την εναρκτήρια προσευχή ετέλεσε
ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος, συνεπικου
ρούμενος από τον π. Θεόδωρο Μπάρμπα,
πρωτοσύγκελλο της Ι. Μητροπόλεως Βο
στώνης, τον Αρχιδιάκονο π. Παντελεήμο
να Παπαδόπουλο και τον διάκονο π. Ελευ
θέριο Constantine.
Παρόντες ήταν όλοι οι Μητροπολίτες
μέλη της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου και οι
εκπρόσωποι του Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου
ο Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Γέρων
Δέρκων κ. Απόστολος και ο Σεβασμιώτα
τος Μητροπολίτης Σηλυβρίας κ. Μάξιμος.
Τον εθνικό ύμνο της Ελλάδος έψαλλε
η κ. Παναγιώτα Χαλουλάκου και τον εθνι
κό ύμνο των Ηνωμένων Πολιτειών η πρε
σβυτέρα Κατερίνα Μακιέ, ενώ η Χορωδία
του Συνδέσμου Ελληνορθόδοξων Μουσι
κών έψαλλε τους εκκλησιαστικούς ύμνους.
Ο κ. Μιχαήλ Σοφοκλέους, ο ένας εκ
των δύο συμπροέδρων της οργανωτικής
επιτροπής της Κληρικολαϊκής καλωσόρισε
τους συνέδρους της. Ο ομογενής δημοσι
ογράφος και τηλεπαρουσιαστής κ. Μιχαήλ
Νικήτας παρουσίασε το πρόγραμμα και
τους ομιλητές.
Ο Δήμαρχος της Βοστώνης Martin
Walsh δήλωσε τη χαρά του για την παρου
σία των συνέδρων της Κληρικολαϊκής στην
Βοστώνη τονίζοντας τη σημασία και το
ρόλο της Ελληνορθόδοξου Εκκλησίας και
των Ομογενών στην ζωή και την πρόοδο
της αμερικανικής μεγαλούπολης που είναι
γνωστή ως Αθήνα της Αμερικής. Πολύ
ένθερμο και μηνυματοφόρο χαιρετισμό
απηύθυνε και ο κ. Nicholas Burns, πρώην
πέσβης των Η.Π.Α στην Ελλάδα και κα
θηγητής Διπλωματίας και Διεθνών Σχέσε
ων στο Πανεπιστήμιο Χάρβαρντ. Παρών
μεταξύ των επισήμων ήταν και ο Γενικός
Πρόξενος της Ελλάδος στη Βοστώνη κ.
Στράτος Ευθυμίου.
Η Πρόεδρος της Εθνικής Φιλοπτώ
χου κ. Μαρία Logus (Λογοθέτη) χαιρέτισε
τους συνέδρους με λίγα λόγια για το έργο
αγάπης και φιλανθρωπίας που προσφέρει
η μεγάλη οργάνωση της Φιλοπτώχου και
τα 28 χιλιάδες μέλη της σε όλη τη χώρα.
Τέλος χαιρετισμό και μήνυμα ενότητος
και ελπίδος απηύθυνε ο Αντιπρόεδρος του
Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου κ. Γεώργιος
Τσαντίκος.
Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Βο
στώνης κ. Μεθόδιος καλωσόρισε τους συ
νέδρους στην επαρχία του, την ιστορική
ελληνορθόδοξη κοινότητα της Βοστώνης
και στη πόλη που φιλοξενεί το ανώτατο εκ
παιδευτικό ίδρυμα της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκο
πής το Ελληνικό Κολέγιο και Θεολογική
Σχολή του Τιμίου Σταυρού. Στη ομιλία του
ο κ. Μεθόδιος είπε μεταξύ άλλων: «Στις
ανά διετία συγκεντρώσεις της Κληρικο
λαϊκής μας βρισκόμεθα επί τω αυτώ για να
διασφαλίσουμε ότι η πίστη μας, ως μαργα
ριτάρι μεγάλης αξίας, αποτελεί ιερή παρα
καταθήκη και έχει τεθεί υπό την φροντίδα
μας, για να την διατηρήσουμε και να την
μεταδώσουμε στις επόμενες γενιές».
Ο
Παναγιώτατος
Οικουμενικός
Πατριάρχης κ. Βαρθολομαίος απέστειλε τις
ευχές και ευλογίες του με μήνυμά του προς
τους συνέδρους της Κληρικολαϊκής σε
βίντεο το οποίο προβλήθηκε στις οθόνες της
αιθούσης. Στο μήνυμα του (βλ. άλλη στήλη)

προκάλεσε στόν καθένα καί σέ ὅλα τά
μέλη τῆς πολύτιμης καί ἀγαπημένης μας
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς».
Στη συνέχεια ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος
παρουσίασε τα διορθωτικά μέτρα που
ελήφθησαν και τα θετικά αποτελέσματα
τους, που δημιουργούν έτσι καλύτερες
προοπτικές για τις μελλοντικές εξελίξεις
παραπέμποντας στη ειδική ανοιχτή
συνεδρίαση για αυτό το θέμα που
πραγματοποιήθηκε αργότερα το ίδιο
απόγευμα.
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος είπε ότι
η Εκκλησία αντιμετώπισε προκλήσεις σε
όλη τη διάρκεια της ιστορίας της ιδιαίτερα
τους πρώτους αιώνες «επειδή είμαστε
αναπόσπαστο κομμάτι της Ορθοδόξου
Εκκλησίας, αντιμετωπίζουμε τώρα το
δικό μας μερίδιο προκλήσεων», είπε
και απαρίθμησε τέσσερις προκλήσεις:
πρώτον, την αδιάκοπη αλλαγή των πάντων,
δεύτερον την οικονομική πίεση και φτώχεια,
τρίτον την απομάκρυνση από την Εκκλησία
και τέταρτον τις επιθέσεις εναντίον της
Χριστιανικής Πίστεως. (το πλήρες κείμενο
της ομιλίας)
Τέλος, η νομική σύμβουλος της
Αρχιεπισκοπής και Γραμματέας της
Εκτελεστικής Επιτροπής Δρ. Cathy
Μπουφίδου Walsh κήρυξε την έναρξη
των εργασιών της Κληρικολαϊκής και
ανακοίνωσε ότι μέχρι εκείνης της στιγμής
συμμετείχαν στην 44η Κληρικολαϊκή
συνολικά 346 ενορίες-κοινότητες της
Αρχιεπισκοπής και 1421 άτομα ώς εξής: 367
αντιπρόσωποι-εγγεγραμμένοι σύνεδροι
στη Συνέλευση της Εθνικής Φιλοπτώχου
Αδελφότητος, 736 εγγεγραμμένοι σύνεδροι
στη Κληρικολαϊκή και 318 αντιπρόσωποι
των οργανισμών των πρεσβυτερών, των
συνταξιούχων, των αρχόντων κτλπ.

Εναρκτήρια
Θεία Λειτουργία
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GOA-Δημήτρης Πανάγος
Τα μέλη της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου και οι εκπρόσωποι του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου
περιστοιχίζουν τον Σεβ. Αρχιεπίσκοπο Γέροντα Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριο μετά την Θεία Λειτουργία.
(από αριστερά) Οι Σεβασμιώτατοι Μητροπολίται Σικάγου κ. Ναθαναήλ, Αγίου Φραγκίσκου κ.
Γεράσιμος, Ντητρόϊτ κ. Νικόλαος, Βοστώνης κ. Μεθόδιος, Δέρκων κ. Απόστολος, Σηλυβρίας κ.
Μάξιμος, Ατλάντας κ. Αλέξιος, Πιτσβούργου κ. Σάββας και Νέας Ιερσέης κ. Ευάγγελος.

ο Παναγιώτατος μίλησε για την πίστη ως
παράγοντα της ζωής μας τονίζοντας ότι
«η πίστις είναι ένωσις με τον Θεόν και
ταυτοχρόνως ένωσις με τον πλησίον διά
της «αγάπης εκ καθαράς καρδίας» (Α΄ Τιμ.
α΄, 5). Πίστις και αγάπη αποτελούν ενιαίαν
υπαρξιακήν πραγματικότητα εν τη ζωή της
Εκκλησίας, ήτις αποτελεί το «θαύμα του
Καινού» εν τω κόσμω». Σε άλλο σημείο
ο κ. Βαθολομαίος εξέφρασε το έντονο
ενδιαφέρον και την ανησυχία του για
τα όσα συμβαίνουν στην Αρχιεπισκοπή
αλλά και την ελπίδα του για αίσια έκβαση
και σημείωσε ότι «δεν αδιαφορούμεν
περί τούτων, αλλά ως ελεηθέντες υπό
Θεού, εδιδάχθημεν, πιστεύομεν εις
αισίας προοπτικάς και βελτίους ημέρας,
χρώμενοι τη αγία πίστει μετά διακρίσεως
και υπομονής, ιστάμενοι δε πλησίον του
ιερού κλήρου και του λαού του Θεού,
οίτινες γνωρίζουν εν σεβασμώ, αγάπη,
αφοσιώσει και ευγνωμοσύνη πολιτεύεσθαι
προς την Μητέρα αυτών Εκκλησίαν, την
στοργικώς και προστατευτικώς σκέπουσαν
και θάλπουσαν τους πνευματικούς αυτών
αγώνας και την εκκλησιαστικήν αυτών
υπόστασιν και αποτελούσαν ασφαλιστικήν

δικλείδα και διά την Ιεράν Αρχιεπισκοπήν
Αμερικής». Ακολούθησε η κεντρική και
εναρκτήρια της Κληρικολαϊκής ομιλία του
Σεβασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής
κ. Δημητρίου (βλέπε πλήρες κείμενο).
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος κάνοντας μια
αναδρομή στο διάστημα μετά την τελευταία
Κληρικολαϊκή στο Νάσβιλ το 2016 μίλησε
για απροσδόκητες σοβαρές οικονομικές
δυσκολίες και προβλήματα, και οργανωτικές
ανεπάρκειες εκφράζοντας ειλικρινή και
βαθύτατη λύπη για όσα συνέβησαν.
Συγκεκριμένα ο κ. Δημήτριος σημείωσε:
«Δι’ ἐμέ προσωπικῶς, ὡς Ἀρχιεπίσκοπο,
μετά ἀπό 19 χρόνια ὑπηρεσίας μου
ἐδῶ, καί γιά ὁλόκληρο τό πλήρωμα
τῶν πιστῶν τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς, αὐτή ἡ
θλιβερή κατάσταση προκάλεσε ἀληθινά
ἀφόρητο πόνο. Αὐτός ὁ πόνος προῆλθε
ἀπό τό γεγονός ὅτι παρά τίς εἰλικρινεῖς καί
ἀνιδιοτελεῖς ὑπηρεσίες πολλῶν ἀνθρώπων
αἰφνιδίως βρεθήκαμε νά ἀντιμετωπίζουμε
μιά ἀπειλητική καί ἰδιαζόντως δύσκολη
καί ἀληθινά ἀπαράδεκτη κατάσταση.
Λυποῦμαι εἰλικρινά καί βαθειά γιά τήν
ἀπογοήτευση, τήν λύπη, τήν ἀπόγνωση καί
τόν πόνο πού αὐτή ἡ δύσκολη κατάσταση

την ευλογία, ευλογία Θεού το να είμαστε επί
τω αυτώ, όλοι μαζί κλήρος και λαός και
να ευχαριστούμε τον Θεό επί τη ενάρξει
της 44ης Κληρικολαϊκής Συνελεύσεως της
Αγιοτάτης Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής. Μαζί με
τον Σεβασμιώτατο Μητροπολίτη Σηλυβρίας
κ. Μάξιμο εκπροσωπούμε την Αυτού
Θειοτάτη Παναγιότητα τον Οικουμενικό
μας Πατριάρχη κ.κ. Βαρθολομαίο και την
Αγίαν και Ιεράν Σύνοδο. Είμαστε ιδιαιτέρως
ευχαριστημένοι με την χαρά και την ευλογία
την οποίαν έχομε από τον Πατριάρχη μας
να παρευρεθούμε στις εργασίες αυτές και
ευχόμεθα να στεφθούν από τον Πανάγαθο
Θεό με επιτυχία, να επικρατήσει η αγάπη
και η ομόνοια κατά τας συνεδρίας, όπως
μας είπε και η Αυτού Σεβασμιότης, ο Άγιος
Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος, όπως ηκούσαμε
και στο αποστολικό ανάγνωσμα· αυτή η
αγάπη που περιγράφει εις την επιστολή
του ο Απόστολος Παύλος να επικρατήσει
μεταξύ όλων των συνέδρων επ’ ωφελεία της
περαιτέρω εξελίξεως της Ι. Αρχιεπισκοπής
μας και επ’ ωφέλεια της Ομογένειας, η
οποία εδώ επί έτη πολλά αντιπροσωπεύει
το Ελληνικό γένος, πάντοτε εν προόδω
και αριστεία, στη μεγάλη αυτή χώρα της
Αμερικής.
Το ίδιο απόγευμα, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος
Δημήτριος μαζί με τους Μητροπολίτες
της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου, τους
εκπρ οσώπου ς του Οικουμενικού
Πατριαρχείου και άλλα ηγετικά στελέχη
της Εκκλησίας εγκαινίασαν τον εκθεσιακό
χώρο που λειτουργεί στα πλαίσια της
Κ ληρ ι κολα ϊ κή ς κα ι π ερ ι ηγ ή θ ηκαν
στα διάφορα εκθέματα. Στη συνέχεια
συμμετείχαν στις εργασίες της Γενικής
Συνελεύσεως της Εθνικής Φιλοπτώχου
Αδελφότητος και σε δεξίωση του Συνδέσμου
Εκκλησιαστικής Μουσικής.
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Κεντρική ὁμιλία τοῦ Σεβ. Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Ἀμερικῆς κ. Δημητρίου
Ὅλα εἶναι δυνατά γι’αὐτόν πού πιστεύει στόν Χριστό (Μᾶρκ., 9:23)

Δόξα τῇ ἁγίᾳ καί ὁμοουσίω και ζωοποιῷ καί ἀδιαιρέτῳ Τριάδι, πάντοτε, νῦν καί
ἀεί, καί εἰς τούς αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων.
1. Μέ αὐτή τήν ἔκφραση δοξολο
γίας καί εὐγνωμοσύνης πρός τόν Θεό,
συγκεντρωθήκαμε καί πάλι γιά τή 44η
Διετῆ Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευσή μας.
Ἑστιάζουμε τήν προσευχή μας στό θέμα
αὐτῆς τῆς συνελεύσεως, τό ὁποῖο εἶναι,
Ὅλα εἶναι δυνατά γι’αὐτόν πού πιστεύει στόν
Χριστό, καθώς προετοιμαζόμεθα νά ἀντι
μετωπίσουμε τίς προκλήσεις πού βιώνουμε
ὡς Ἑλληνική Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία στήν
Ἀμερική, ὡς Ἐπαρχία τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ
Πατριαρχείου στή Δύση. Τό θέμα μας βασί
ζεται στούς λόγους τοῦ Κυρίου εἰ δύνασαι
πιστεῦσαι, πάντα δυνατά τῷ πιστεύοντι
(Μᾶρκ. 9:23), ὁ Ὁποῖος μάλιστα πρόσθε
σε, ἀμήν, ἀμήν λέγω ὑμῖν, ἐάν ἔχητε πίστιν
ὡς κόκκον σινάπεως, ἐρεῖτε τῷ ὄρει τούτῳ·
μετάβηθι ἐντεῦθεν ἐκεῖ καί μεταβήσεται καί
οὐδέν ἀδυνατήσει ὑμῖν (Ματθ. 17:20-21).
Στίς προηγούμενες Κληρικολαϊκές
Συνελεύσεις μας ἀπό τό 2000 καί ἐντεῦθεν
συγκεντρωθήκαμε στήν Φιλαδέλφεια καί
κατόπιν διαδοχικά στό Λός Ἄντζελες, Νέα
Ὑόρκη, Νάσβιλ, Οὐάσινγκτον, Ἀτλάντα,
Φοίνικα, Φιλαδέλφεια, Νάσβιλ καί τώρα
στήν Βοστώνη, μιά πόλη Παιδείας καί
Δημοκρατίας.
Ἐκφράζουμε ἐπίσης τίς ὁλοκάρδιες
εὐχαριστίες μας στόν Παναγιώτατο
Οἰκουμενικό
Πατριάρχη
μας
κ.κ.
Βαρθολομαῖο γιά τή θερμή ἀγάπη του
καί τίς ἄφθονες εὐλογίες του, γιά τό
ἐμπνευσμένο μήνυμά του τό ὁποῖο μόλις
ἀκούσαμε καί γιά τήν ἀποστολή τῶν
διακεκριμένων Ἱεραρχῶν: Μητροπολίτου
Γέροντος Δέρκων κ. Ἀποστόλου καί
Μητροπολίτου Σηλυβρίας κ. Μαξίμου ὡς
ἐκπροσώπων του σέ αὐτή τήν συνέλευση.
Ἀξίζουν ἐπίσης θερμότατες εὐχαριστίες
στόν
Σεβασμιώτατο
Μητροπολίτη

Βοστώνης
κ.
χαρᾷ, μετά ἁγίων
Μεθόδιο,
τόν
καί δικαίων.
γενναιόδωρο
Κατά
τήν
οἰκοδεσπότη τῆς
ἴδια χρονική πε
ρίοδο,
εἴχαμε
παρούσης 44ης
Συνελεύσεως καί
τήν εὐλογία τῆς
στούς ἀνθρώ
ἐκλογῆς τοῦ Νέ
πους τῆς Ἱερᾶς
ου Μητροπολί
Μητρ οπόλ εώ ς
του Σικάγου στό
του πού προσφέ
πρόσωπο
τοῦ
ρο
υν τήν ὑπέ
Ἀρχιμανδρίτου
ροχη αὐτή φιλο
Ναθαναήλ Συμε
ωνίδη. Ἐπιπλέον
ξενία.
ἔγιναν χειροτο
2. Στήν πε
νίες διακόνων καί
ρίοδο πού μεσο
πρεσβυτέρων.
λάβησε μεταξύ
Εἴχαμε 30 χει
τῆς τελευταίας
ροτονίες διακόνων
Συν ε λ ε ύ σ ε ώ ς
καί 35 χειροτονίες
μας στό Νάσβιλ
π ρ ε σ β υ τ έ ρ ω ν.
το 2016 ἕως καί
GOA-Δημήτρης Πανάγος
Κατά τήν ἴδια
σήμερα ἔλαβαν
χρονική περίοδο
χώρα πολλά γε
γονότα ἄξια μνη
συνταξιοδοτήθηκαν 16 ἱερεῖς μας, 12
μονεύσεως, ἀλλά ἐπιτρέψατε εἰς ἐμέ, λόγω κληρικοί ἐντάχθηκαν στήν Ἀρχιεπισκοπή μας
συντομίας χρόνου, νά περιορισθῶ πρῶτον ἀπό διάφορες δικαιοδοσίες καί 8 κληρικοί
στήν ἀναφορά σέ ἀδελφούς καί ἀδελφές ἐν ἔλαβαν ἀπολυτήρια.
Κυρίῳ πού ἐξεδήμησαν εἰς Κύριον αὐτή τήν
3. Ὅπως ὅλοι γνωρίζουμε, τό κύριο γε
περίοδο.
γονός τό ὁποῖο συνέβη τήν περίοδο αὐτή
Βιώσαμε τήν ἀπώλεια τριῶν ἐξεχόντων ὑπῆρξαν οἱ δυσκολίες καί τά προβλήματα
Ἱεραρχῶν τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας, ἤτοι στήν Ἀρχιεπισκοπή καί στήν οἰκοδόμηση
τοῦ Μητροπολίτου Σικάγου Ἰακώβου καί τῆς Ἑλληνικῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας καί
τοῦ Μητροπολίτου Μελόης Φιλοθέου Ἐθνικοῦ Προσκυνήματος τοῦ Ἁγίου Νικο
ἐνῶ πρίν ἀπό λίγεςἡμέρες ἀπεβίωσε λάου στό Παγκόσμιο Ἐμπορικό Κέντρο.
καί ὁ Ἐπίσκοπος Κατάνης Ἰάκωβος.
Ἐργαζόμεθα ἀπό κοινοῦ καί ἁρμονικά
Ἐπιπροσθέτως ἀπεβίωσαν 29 ἱερεῖς και στήν Ἑλληνική Ὀρθόδοξο Ἀρχιεπισκοπή
24 πρεσβυτέρες τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας. μας ἐπί σχεδόν 20 ἔτη. Στή διάρκεια αὐτῶν
Ἐπίσης ἀντιμετωπίσαμε τήν ἀπώλεια τῶν ἐτῶν, καί στήν ἐκτέλεση τοῦ ἱεροῦ
μεγάλου ἀριθμοῦ μελῶν Ἀρχιεπισκοπικῶν ἔργου μας ἔχουμε βιώσει χαρά, ἀγάπη,
ὀργανώσεων τά ὁποῖα μετέστησαν ἀπό ἁρμονία, ἐπιτεύγματα καί ὁμόνοια, ἀλλά
τήν στρατευμένη στήν Θριαμβεύουσα ἐπίσης λύπη, δυσκολία, ἀπομάκρυνση
Ἐκκλησία. Ἔτσι, ἔχουμε 4 μέλη ἀπό τό Ἐθνικό καί ἀπάθεια. Ὡς μέλη τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου
Συμβούλιο Κυριῶν Φιλοπτώχου, 53 μέλη Ἐκκλησίας, ἡ ὁποία εἶναι τό σῶμα τοῦ
τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100 καί 61 Ἄρχοντας τοῦ Χριστοῦ (Α΄Κορ. 12:27), ἐργασθήκαμε
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τοῦ Τάγματος μέ εἰλικρινῆ ἀφοσίωση μέ σκοπό τήν
τοῦ Ἁγίου Ἀνδρέου. Αἰωνία ἡ μνήμη αὐτῶν. προαγωγή τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Χριστιανικῆς
Εἴθε νά ἀναπαύονται ἐν εἰρήνῃ καί οὐρανίᾳ Πίστεως στήν Ἀμερική, καθώς καί

Δοξολογία για την Εορτή της Αμερικανικής Ανεξαρτησίας
Επιμορφωτική Επίσκεψη στο Ελληνικό Κολέγιο Θεολογική Σχολή
του Σταύρου Η. Παπαγερμανού
ΒΟΣΤΩΝΗ – Δοξολογία για την
εθνική εορτή της 4ης Ιουλίου, ημέρα της
Αμερικανικής Ανεξαρτησίας τέλεσε ο Σε
βασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ.
Δημήτριος εντός της μεγάλης αιθούσης
των συνεδριάσεων στο ξενοδοχείο Boston
Marriott Copley Place, στ πλαίσια της 44ης
Κληρικολαϊκής Συνελεύσεως. Ακολούθησε
εορταστικό μουσικό πρόγραμμα με ύμνους
και πατριωτικά τραγούδια του αμερικανικού
ρεπερτορίου, το οποίο διοργάνωσε και εκτέ
λεσε η χορωδία του Συνδέσμου Ελληνορθό
δοξων Μουσικών και μουσικό σύνολο πνευ
στών με την ονομασία Boston Brass.
Οι εργασίες της Κληρικολαϊκής και της
Φιλοπτώχου συνεχίστηκαν για τρίτη ημέρα
με κύρια χαρακτηριστικά τις συνεδριάσεις
των επιτροπών οικονομικών το πρωί της
Τετάρτης 4 Ιουλίου, και διοικητικών θεμά
των το απόγευμα. Η Επιτροπή Οικονομικών
ασχολήθηκε με την διαμόρφωση και έγκρι
ση του προϋπολογισμού για τα οικονομικά
έτη 2019-2020. Κύριο θέμα των συζητήσεων
ήταν πρόταση προσθέσεως στον προϋπολο
γισμό του ποσού ενός εκατομμυρίου δολαρί
ων ετησίως ως συνεισφορά ενισχύσεως του
συνταξιοδοτικού προγράμματος της Αρχιε
πισκοπής στο οποίο συμμετέχουν οι κληρι
κοί, και εθελοντικά οι λαϊκοί υπάλληλοί της.
Το σχέδιο του προϋπολογισμού που ενέκρι
νε η επιτροπή παρουσιάστηκε την επομένη
στη Γενική Συνέλευση των συνέδρων προς
έγκριση. Εξάλλου η Εθνική Φιλόπτωχος
Αδελφότης Κυριών παρέθεσε το καθιερω
μένο πρόγευμα εργασίας της Φιλοπτώχου
και συνέχισε με τις εργασίες της Γενικής Συ

νελεύσεως. Μέρος των εργασιών αυτών πα
ρακολούθησαν ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος,
οι Μητροπολίται της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συ
νόδου και οι εκπρόσωποι του Οικουμενικού
Πατριαρχείου Μητροπολίται Γέρων Δέρκων
κ. Απόστολος και Σηλυβρίας κ. Μάξιμος.
Κατά την διάρκεια της ημέρας και εν
όψει της Γενικής Συνελεύσεως της Κληρι
κολαϊκής πραγματοποιήθηκαν ξεχωριστές
και παράλληλες εργασίες των διαφόρων
οργανισμών, επιτροπών και τμημάτων της
Αρχιεπισκοπής και εκπαιδευτικά-πληροφο
ριακά σεμινάρια και παρουσιάσεις, μεταξύ
των οποίων συγκαταλέγονται και οι εξής:
Λογίας, οικονομικής επιστασίας και εσω
τερικής ιεραποστολής, Θρησκευτικής Παι
δείας, Ελληνικής Παιδείας, Διορθοδόξων
και Οικουμενικών Σχέσεων, θεμάτων Γάμου
και Οικογενείας, και Νεολαίας. Παράλληλα
πραγματοποιήθηκαν συναντήσεις της Αδελ
φότητος Πρεσβυτερών και του Συνδέσμου
Ελληνορθόδοξων Μουσικών. Επιπλέον
πραγματοποιήθηκαν δύο σεμινάρια-ανοι
χτές συζητήσεις το ένα για θέματα νεολαίας
και προστασίας των παιδιών και το άλλο για
τις προκλήσεις της εκκλησιαστικής διακο
νίας. Αργά το απόγευμα το Τάγμα των Αρ
χόντων του Αγίου Ανδρέα πραγματοποίησε
την καθιερωμένη δεξίωση.
Στο Ελληνικό Κολέγιο Θεολογική Σχολή
του Τιμίου Σταυρού
Οι σύνεδροι της Κληρικολαϊκής και της
Εθνικής Φιλοπτώχου, παρ’ όλες τις πολύ
υψηλές θερμοκρασίες της ημέρας, είχαν την
ευκαιρία να επισκεφθούν την Τρίτη 3 Ιουλί
ου 2018 το Ελληνικό Κολέγιο και Θεολογι
κή Σχολή του Τιμίου Σταυρού που βρίσκεται
σε μικρή σχετικά απόσταση από το κέντρο

της Βοστώνης στη περίοπτη θέση και πε
ριοχή του Brookline. Η μετάβαση έγινε με
ναυλωμένα λεωφορεία το πρωί για τους
συνέδρους της Φιλόπτωχου και το μεσημέρι
για τους συνέδρους της Κληρικολαϊκής.
Περιηγήθηκαν στο campus και τους άλλους
χώρους της Σχολής, στο παρεκκλήσιο του
Τιμίου Σταυρού και γευμάτισαν σε εξωτερικό
προστατευόμενο χώρο. Η διοίκηση και οι
καθηγητές της Σχολής παρουσίασαν στους
επισκέπτες το έργο, τα προγράμματα και τις
ευκαιρίες που παρέχονται στους φοιτητές.
Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Γέρων
Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος ετέλεσε τρισάγιο
στον τάφο του αείμνηστου Αρχιεπισκόπου
Ιακώβου πίσω από το παρεκκλήσιο της
Σχολής παρουσία Μητροπολιτών της Ιεράς
Επαρχιακής Συνόδου και των εκπροσώπων
του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου.
Νωρίτερα το πρωί είχε λάβει χώρα η
πρώτη συνεδρία της επιτροπής Οικονομι
κών, το πρόγευμα του Συνδέσμου Κληρι
κών και των Συνταξιούχων κληρικών και
το απόγευμα εργασίες της Φιλοπτώχου. Η
διοργανωτική επιτροπή της Κληρικολαϊκής
υπό την καθοδήγηση του Μητροπολίτου
Μεθοδίου και την ηγεσία των συμπροέδρων
της επιτροπής Μιχαήλ Σοφοκλέους και Pe
ter Bassett διοργάνωσε με μεγάλη επιτυχία
το βράδυ της Τρίτης 3 Ιουλίου, πολιτιστική
εκδήλωση-μουσική συναυλία με το Ελληνικό
Μουσικό Σύνολο της Βοστώνης.
Προηγήθηκε δεξίωση και το πρόγραμ
μα που ακολούθησε περιελάμβανε μουσικές
επιλογές των μεγάλων Ελλήνων συνθέτων
και ποιητών, του Θεοδωράκη, Χατζιδάκι,
Ξαρχάκου, Μαρκόπουλου, Σεφέρη, Ελύτη,
Γκάτσου κτλπ.

τῶν παγκοσμίων ἀξιῶν τῆς Ἑλληνικῆς
Παραδόσεως. Ἔχουμε ἐπίσης τήν μοναδική
τιμή νά ἀποτελοῦμε τήν ζωντανή καί
δυναμική παρουσία τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ
μας Πατριαρχείου στό Δυτικό Ἡμισφαίριο.
Στό ἴδιο αὐτό χρονικό διάστημα, μέ
εὐγνωμοσύνη διαπιστώσαμε τό γεγονός
ὅτι ἔχει σημειωθῇ μέ τή χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ
σημαντική καί ἀποδεδειγμένη πρόοδος σέ
πολλούς τομεῖς τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας.
Παρουσιάσθηκαν ὅμως, ἀπό τήν 43η
Κληροκολαϊκή Συνέλευση τό 2016 στό
Νάσβιλ καί μετά, ἀπροσδόκητες σοβαρές
οἰκονομικές δυσκολίες καί προβλήματα, καί
ὀργανωτικές ἀνεπάρκειες γιά τίς ὁποῖες
εἰλικρινῶς καί βαθύτατα λυπούμεθα. Δι’
ἐμέ προσωπικῶς, ὡς Ἀρχιεπίσκοπο, μετά
ἀπό 19 χρόνια ὑπηρεσίας μου ἐδῶ, καί γιά
ὁλόκληρο τό πλήρωμα τῶν πιστῶν τῆς
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς, αὐτή ἡ θλιβερή κατάσταση
προκάλεσε ἀληθινά ἀφόρητο πόνο. Αὐτός
ὁ πόνος προῆλθε ἀπό τό γεγονός ὅτι παρά
τίς εἰλικρινεῖς καί ἀνιδιοτελεῖς ὑπηρεσίες
πολλῶν ἀνθρώπων αἰφνιδίως βρεθήκαμε
νά ἀντιμετωπίζουμε μιά ἀπειλητική
καί ἰδιαζόντως δύσκολη καί ἀληθινά
ἀπαράδεκτη
κατάσταση.
Λυποῦμαι
εἰλικρινά καί βαθειά γιά τήν ἀπογοήτευση,
τήν λύπη, τήν ἀπόγνωση καί τόν πόνο πού
αὐτή ἡ δύσκολη κατάσταση προκάλεσε στόν
καθένα καί σέ ὅλα τά μέλη τῆς πολύτιμης
καί ἀγαπημένης μας Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς. Καί
ἐξακολουθῶ νά ἀρνοῦμαι νά ἀποδεχθῶ καί
νά δικαιολογήσω τήν παύση τῶν ἐργασιῶν
στόν Ἅγιο Νικόλαο. Τό νά σταματήσῃ
ἡ ἀνέγερση μιᾶς ἐκκλησίας, ἀληθῶς
μνημειώδους καί ἰδιαιτέρου παγκοσμίου
συμβολισμοῦ γιά τήν Ὀρθοδοξία, ὅπως
εἶναι ὁ Ἁγιος Νικόλαος στό Σημεῖο Μηδέν,
εἶναι πραγματικά ἀδιανόητο. Τραγικῶς,
αὐτό τό ἀδιανόητο συνέβη.
4. Ἀντιμετωπίζοντας αὐτή τήν κατά
σταση τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας, ἀρχίσαμε
ἀμέσως νά λαμβάνουμε κατάλληλα διορ
θωτικά μέτρα. Τό πιό σημαντικό μεταξύ
αὐτῶν ἦτο ἕνας πλήρης καί εἰς βάθος ἔλεγ
χος ἀπό εἰδικές ἐξωτερικές ἐταιρεῖες τῶν
οἰκονομικῶν καί τῶν πρακτικῶν διοικήσε
ως τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς, ἰδιαιτέρως δέ τῶν
οἰκονομικῶν τῶν σχετικῶν μέ τίς δραστη
ριότητες ἀνοικοδομήσεως τοῦ Ἁγίου Νικο
λάου. Ὡς ἀποτέλεσμα αὐτῶν τῶν μέτρων,
ἔχουμε ἤδη παρατηρήσει -καί συνεχίζουμε
νά βλέπουμε- θετικά ἀποτελέσματα, πού
δημιουργοῦν ἔτσι καλύτερες προοπτικές
γιά μελλοντικές ἐξελίξεις. Ἕνα πολύ ση
μαντικό μέρος γιά τή διόρθωση τῶν προ
ηγουμένων ἀνεπαρκειῶν καί ἐλλειμάτων,
εἶναι ἡ πολύ καλύτερη ρύθμιση καί συστη
μική ἐνδυνάμωση τῆς διοικητικῆς καί οἰκο
νομικῆς διαχειρίσεως τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς.
Θά ἀφιερώσουμε εἰδικό χρόνο γιά νά συ
ζητήσουμε ὅλα τά σχετικά ζητήματα στήν
γενική συνάντηση (Forum) πού θά ἀκο
λουθήσῃ αὐτό τό ἀπόγευμα.
Πρίν ὅμως ἀπό αὐτό, θά ἤθελα νά
ἐκφράσω δημοσίως τήν εὐγνωμοσύνη
μου στά μέλη τῆς Ἐκτελεστικῆς Ἐπιτροπῆς
τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκοπικοῦ Συμβουλίου μας,
στούς Μητροπολῖτες καί λαϊκούς μας,
καί ἰδιαιτέρως, στούς ἀξιωματούχους τοῦ
Ἀρχιεπισκοπικοῦ Συμβουλίου. Προσέφεραν
ἐξαίρετο ἔργο διαθέτοντας τεράστιο
ἀριθμό ἡμερησίων καί νυκτερινῶν ὡρῶν
γιά νά διασφαλίσουν τήν ἐγκαθίδρυση
καταλλήλων διαδικασιῶν καί μέτρων.
Θεωρῶ καθῆκον μου στό σημεῖο αὐτό
νά ἀναφέρω τούς τρεῖς ἀξιωματούχους
τοῦ Συμβουλίου, δηλ. τόν Ἀντιπρόεδρο
Ἄρχοντα Γεώργιο Τσαντίκο, τόν Ταμία
Ἄρχοντα Μιχαήλ Ψαρρό καί τήν Γραμματέα
Δρ. Cathy Μπουφίδου Walsh. Ἐκτός τῶν
τριῶν αὐτῶν, εἰλικρινά εὐχαριστήρια
ὀφείλονται στήν Οἰκονομική Ἐπιτροπή
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Κεντρική ὁμιλία τοῦ Σεβασμιωτάτου Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Ἀμερικῆς
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τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκοπικοῦ Συμβουλίου, τῆς
ὁποίας πρόεδρος εἶναι ὁ Σεβασμιώτατος
Μητροπολίτης Βοστώνης κ. Μεθόδιος
και συμπρόεδρος ὁ Ἄρχων Lou Kircos, οἱ
ὁποῖοι ἔχουν τήν διαρκῆ συνδρομή τῆς
εἰδικῆς σέ θέματα διοικήσεως καί οἰκο
νομικοῦ ἐλέγχου κας. Elaine Allen, τοῦ
Πρωτοσυγκέλλου τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας
Ἐπισκόπου Φασιανῆς Ἀντωνίου, καί τοῦ
ἐκτελεστικοῦ οἰκονομικοῦ διευθυντοῦ
τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας πατρός Σωτηρίου
Baroody. Βαθύτατη εὐγνωμοσύνη ὀφείλε
ται καί σέ σᾶς κληρικούς καί λαϊκούς, πού
ἐπροσωπεῖτε ὅλες τίς ἐνορίες μας. Παρά
τήν κακοήθη προπαγάνδα ἐχθρῶν τῆς
Ἐκκλησίας μέ σκοπό νά προκαλέσουν τήν
διακοπή τῆς κανονικῆς εἰσφορᾶς σας πρός
τήν Ἀρχιεπισκοπή, ἐσεῖς ὄχι μόνο συνεχί
ζετε νά προσφέρετε τήν κανονική εἰσφο
ρά σας ἀλλά ἕνας ἱκανός ἀριθμός ἀπό σᾶς
ἐκάλυψε μερικῶς ἤ πλήρως προκαταβο
λικῶς τήν εἰσφορά γιά ὁλόκληρο τό ἔτος
2018. Αὐτή ἡ θαυμαστή ἀφοσίωση ἀποκα
λύπτει τήν ὑψηλή ποιότητα ἀνθρωπισμοῦ
καί πίστεως τῶν ἀνθρώπων μας, ὅπως
εἶσθε ἐσεῖς, ἡ ὁποία ριζικά διαφέρει ἀπό τήν
ἀποστασιοποίηση, τήν ἀπάθεια ἀκόμη καί
ἐχθρότητα τήν ὁποία ἐκφράζουν ὁρισμένα
ἄτομα. Εὐχαριστοῦμε ἐπίσης τούς πολυα
ρίθμους ἀνθρώπους πού προσέφεραν τίς
ἀνιδιοτελεῖς καί συνεχεῖς ὑπηρεσίες τους
γιά τήν οἰκοδόμηση τοῦ Ἁγίου Νικολάου
στό Παγκόσμιο Κέντρο Ἐμπορίου.
Ἔχοντας ὑπ’ὄψιν τήν εἰκόνα αὐτοῦ
πού συνέβη καί τά ληφθέντα εἰδικά μέτρα
γιά τήν διόρθωση τῆς καταστάσεως, ἄς
προχωρήσουμε τώρα στήν ἀναφορά τῶν
προκλήσεων τίς ὁποῖες ἀντιμετωπίζουμε,
καθώς συνεχίζουμε τήν ἱερά ἀποστολή τῆς
Ὀρθοδόξου παρουσίας καί μαρτυρίας μας
στίς Ἡνωμένες Πολιτεῖες.
5. Οἱ προκλήσεις δέν εἶναι ἄγνωστες
στήν Ὀρθόδοξη Χριστιανική Ἐκκλησία.
Παρακαλῶ να θυμηθῆτε τί συνέβη στήν
Ἀρχαία Ἐκκλησία στό ξεκίνημά της. Οἱ
πρῶτοι Χριστιανοί στήν Ἀποστολική περί
οδο ἀποτελοῦσαν μειονότητα τῆς μειονό
τητος στήν ἐποχή των καί στόν τότε κόσμο.
Ὑπῆρχαν μόνο οἱ 12 Ἀπόστολοι μέ ἕνα μι
κρό ἀριθμό πιστῶν. Δέν διέθεταν σχολεῖα ή
θεολογικές σχολές ὅπως συνέβαινε μέ τόν
σύγχρονο τότε Ἰουδαϊσμό. Δέν διέθεταν
ἰσχυρά οἰκονομικά ἐφόδια. Ἀντιμετώπισαν,
σχεδόν ἀμέσως, διωγμό. Γιά τούς πρώτους
τρεῖς αἰῶνες, οἱ πρῶτοι Χριστιανοί δέν
ἀντιμετώπισαν μόνο τήν πραγματικότητα
τῶν διωγμῶν, ἀλλά καί τήν πρόκληση τῆς
ὑπερβάσεως τῆς ἀνάγκης των γιά ἐπιβίω
ση προκειμένου νά ἐπιτύχουν τήν ἀνάδειξη
τοῦ Χριστιανισμοῦ σέ παγκόσμια θρησκεία
μέ προορισμό τόν ἐναγκαλισμό ὁλοκλήρου
τῆς ἀνθρωπότητος.
Ὅπως γνωρίζουμε, αὐτό πού
ἀκολούθησε μετά ἀπό τούς πρώτους
τρεῖς αἰῶνες, καί μέ τήν δυνατότητα πού
δόθηκε στούς Χριστιανούς νά λατρεύουν
ἐλεύθερα τήν πίστη των, ἦτο ἡ ἐκπληκτική
ἐπέκταση τῆς Χριστιανικῆς Ἐκκλησίας
σέ ὁλόκληρο τόν κόσμο. Ἀλλά καί ἐδῶ,
παρά τήν θαυμαστή πρόοδο, ἡ Ἐκκλησία
ἀντιμετώπισε σοβαρές προκλήσεις μέ τίς
αἱρέσεις καί τά σχίσματα. Οἱ Οἰκουμενικές
καί οἱ τοπικές Σύνοδοι, καθώς καί ὁ
μοναδικός πλοῦτος τῶν κειμένων τῶν
μεγάλων Πατέρων καί θεολόγων τῆς
Ἐκκλησίας ἀποτελοῦν εὔγλωττη μαρτυρία
τοῦ μεγέθους καί τῆς σοβαρότητος τῶν
προκλήσεων. Περιττό νά ἀναφέρουμε
ὅτι οἱ διωγμοί ἐναντίων τῶν Χριστιανῶν
ἀπετέλεσαν συχνό φαινόμενο μέσα στήν
ἱστορία καί οἱ μάρτυρες ἔφθασαν στόν

ἀπίστευτο ἀριθμό τῶν 30 ἑκατομμυρίων
μόνο στή διάρκεια τοῦ 20οῦ αἰῶνος.
Ἐπειδή
εἴμαστε
ἀναπόσταστο
κομμάτι τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας,
ἀντιμετωπίζουμε τώρα τό δικό μας μερίδιο
προκλήσεων.
6. Πρόκληση 1: Ἡ ἀδιάκοπη ἀλλαγή
τῶν πάντων. Εἶναι πασίγνωστο ὅτι
ἀλλαγές συνέβησαν σέ ὁλόκληρη τήν
ἱστορία. Στή σημερινή ὅμως ἐποχή, δέν
συμβαίνουν ἀλλαγές κάθε αἰώνα ἤ κάθε
ἔτος, ἤ κάθε μήνα. Συμβαίνουν κάθε
ὥρα. Ἡ ἐπικοινωνία, βασική λειτουργία
τῆς ἀνθρώπινης ζωῆς, ἔχει γίνῃ ὑπόθεση
συνεχοῦς ἐξελίξεως ἠλεκτρονικῶν μέσων:
ἡ ἀποστολή τηλεφωνικῶν μηνυμάτων

(texting) ἔχει ἀντικαταστήσῃ τόν πλή
ρως ἐκπεφρασμένο διάλογο, ἡ γνώση καί
οἱ πληροφορίες ἀποτελοῦν ἀντικείμενα
τῶν ἠλεκτρονικῶν ἀναζητήσεων μέσῳ
Google, Twitter καί Facebook. Ὁ βαθμός
τῆς ἀνεύθυνης, στρεβλωμένης καί παρα
ποιημένης χρήσεως τῆς γλώσσης καί τῆς
ἐπικοινωνίας ἔφθασε σέ τέτοιο σημεῖο ρι
ζικῆς ἀλλαγῆς καί ἀποσυνδέσεως ἀπό τήν
ἀλήθεια, ὥστε κοινωνιολόγοι καί ἱστορικοί
νά λέγουν ὅτι ἔχουμε εἰσέλθει σέ μιά νέα
ἐποχή, τήν ἐποχή μετά τήν ἀλήθεια (posttruth). Βασικοί θεσμοί ὅπως ἡ οἰκογένεια
ἔχουν ριζικῶς ἀλλάξει. Μιά πρόσφατη
στατιστική, ἐπί παραδείγματι, λέγει ὅτι σή
μερα στίς Ἡνωμένες Πολιτεῖες ἔχουμε 21
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ἑκατομμύρια παιδιῶν σέ ἑνός μόνον γονέα
οἰκογένειες. Ἀκόμη καί ὁ τρόπος πού κά
νουμε τίς ἀγορές μας διέρχεται θεμελιώδη
ἀλλαγή κυριαρχημένη ἀπό τήν Amazon
καί ἀπό διαδικτυακές δραστηριότητες.
Ὁ τρόπος ζωῆς διαμορφώνεται ὅλο
καί περισσότερο ἀπό τόν τρόπο ζωῆς
διασήμων προσωπικοτήτων ἀσχέτως
βασικῶν ἠθικῶν κανόνων. Ὅλη αὐτή
ἡ κατάσταση δημιουργεῖ μία αἴσθηση
ἀσταθείας καί ἀδυναμίας διοργανώσεως
καί προγραμματισμοῦ, διότι συχνά πρίν
κάποιο πρόγραμμα ἀρχίσει νά ὑλοποιεῖται
οἱ συνθῆκες πού τό προκάλεσαν ἔχουν ἤδη
ἀλλάξει.
7. Πρόκληση 2: Οἰκονομική πίεση καί
φτώχεια. Ἡ οἰκονομική πίεση καί ἡ φτώχεια
εἶναι παγκόσμια φαινόμενα μέ σοβαρά
ἐπακόλουθα τά ὁποῖα δέν μᾶς ξενίζουν.
Γιά παράδειγμα, ἡ ἀνάγκη γιά ἐπαρκές
εἰσόδημα ἔχει ὡς ἀποτέλεσμα οἱ ἄνθρωποι
νά ἐργάζονται σέ δύο ἐργασίες, οὐσιαστικά
δηλαδή, σπρώχνει τήν οἰκογενειακή ζωή
στό περιθώριο. Ἔχουμε τή θλιβερή ἐμπειρία
πολλῶν οἰκογενειακῶν προβλημάτων πού
πηγάζουν ἀπό οἰκονομικές πιέσεις. Ἀπό
τήν ἄλλη πλευρά, ἕχουμε φαινόμενα ὅπως
ἡ διακίνηση ἤ δουλεία 35 ἑκατομμυρίων
γυναικῶν καί παιδιῶν πού γίνονται
ἀντικείμενα καταναγκαστικῆς ἐργασίας
καί ἐκμεταλλεύσεως ἀπολαύσεων λόγῳ
πρωτοφανῶν συνθηκῶν φτώχειας. Βεβαίως,
τήν φτώχεια, μαζί μέ τά συνοδευτικά
ἐπακόλουθά της, ἕνα ἀπό τά ὁποῖα εἶναι ἡ
βία, δέν μποροῦμε νά τήν ἀγνοήσουμε. Καί
βεβαίως, ὁ οἰκονομικός παράγων ἀποτελεῖ
τήν κεντρική πρόκληση τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς
μας, καθώς ἀντιμετωπίζουμε τίς πολύ
πλοκες οἰκονομικές δυσκολίες πού βιώ
σαμε τό τελευταῖο ἔτος.
8. Πρόκληση 3: Ἀπομάκρυνση ἀπό
τήν Ἐκκλησία. Ἔχει παρατηρηθῇ ὅτι
στήν Ἀμερική, ἀλλά περισσότερο στήν
Εὐρώπη, οἱ κύριες Χριστιανικές ὁμολογίες
χάνουν μέλη. Ρωμαιοκαθολικές καί
Προτεσταντικές κοινότητες, πλήν ὀλίγων
ἐξαιρέσεων, βλέπουν τόν ἀριθμό τῶν μελῶν
τους νά φθίνῃ. Οἱ ἄνθρωποι δέν γίνονται
ἄθεοι ἤ ἀγνωστικιστές, ἀλλά μᾶλλον
ἁπλῶς ἀποφασίζουν νά μή συνδέονται
πλέον μέ κανένα ὀργανωμένο θρησκευτικό
σῶμα. Καί ἐμεῖς ἐπίσης, ὡς Ὀρθόδοξος
Ἐκκλησία, ἐπηρεαζόμεθα σέ κάποιο βαθμό
ἀπ’ αὐτό τό φαινόμενο. Ὑπάρχουν ἐνορίες
στήν Ὀρθόδοξο Ἐκκλησία μας στίς ὁποῖες
ἐμφανίζεται αὐτή ἡ τάση ἀπομακρύνσεως.
Στή δική μας περίπτωση, αὐτό συμβαίνει
ἰδιαιτέρως σ’ἕναν ἀριθμό μεικτῶν γάμων καί
μεταξύ νέων ἀνθρώπων. Ἡ ἀπομάκρυνση
τῶν ἀνθρώπων ἀπό τήν Ἐκκλησία ἀποτελεῖ
ἀνησυχητική πρόκληση τήν ὁποία δέν
πρέπει νά παραβλέψουμε. Αὐτή ἡ τάση
ἀπομακρύνσεως μαζί μέ διάφορες ἄλλες
συνεχῶς μεταλλασσόμενες δημογραφικές
συνθῆκες ἐνδέχεται νά ὁδηγήσουν μικρές
ἐνορίες σέ ἀφανισμό.
9. Πρόκληση 4: Ἐπιθέσεις ἐναντίον τῆς
Χριστιανικῆς Πίστεως. Οἱ ἐπιθέσεις, συχνά
βίαιες, ἐναντίον τῆς Χριστιανικῆς Πίστεως
καί ἡ ἐξάπλωση πολλῶν θρησκειῶν ὅπως τό
Ἰσλάμ, ὁ Βουδισμός, ὁ Ἰνδουϊσμός καί ἄλλες
κοινωνικο-θρησκευτικές
παραλλαγές,
ἀποτελοῦν μείζονα πρόκληση. Ὁ ἀθεϊσμός
σήμερα δέν εἶναι αὐτό πού ἦταν 30 ἤ
40 χρόνια πρίν. Ἀπό τήν ἄλλη πλευρά,
μή Χριστιανικές θρησκεῖες γίνονται
περισσότερο μαχητικές καί ἐπιθετικές,
καί ὄχι παθητικές καί οὐδέτερες ὅπως στό
παρελθόν. Νέοι ἄνθρωποι τῆς Πίστεώς μας
συχνά μᾶς λέγουν ὅτι στά κολλέγια καί
πανεπιστήμιά των διδάσκονται μαθήματα
στά ὁποῖα ἡ παρουσίαση καί προώθηση
ἀντι-Χριστιανικῶν ἰδεῶν ἀποτελεῖ συνή
θη πρακτική, παραλλήλως πρός τήν
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προαγωγή ἰδεολογιῶν ἐχθρικῶν πρός τόν
Χριστιανισμό καί θρησκειῶν οἱ ὁποῖες
ἀντικαθιστοῦν τόν Χριστιανισμό. Περιττό
νά μιλήσουμε γι’ αὐτό πού συμβαίνει στόν
Τύπο, τά μέσα κοινωνικῆς δικτυώσεως,
τήν τηλεόραση, τίς ταινίες καί ἐκπομπές
πού παρουσιάζουν ἀνακριβεῖς ἀπόψεις καί
στρεβλωμένες πληροφορίες σχετικά μέ
θέματα πίστεως, καί πού χρησιμοποιοῦν
γιά τόν Χριστιανισμό σαρκαστικούς,
ταπεινωτικούς καί ἐξευτελιστικούς ὅρους
καί γλῶσσα.
10. Γιά νά ἀντιμετωπίσουμε ἀποτελε
σματικά τίς ἀνωτέρω προκλήσεις, πρέπει
νά πραγματοποιήσουμε ἕναν ἀριθμό σημα
ντικῶν ἔργων. Πρῶτον, πρέπει νά συνειδη
τοποιήσουμε ποῦ εἴμαστε καί ποιοί εἴμαστε.
Οἱ ἐνορίες μας σήμερα δέν εἶναι ἴδιες μέ
αὐτές πού ἀρχικά ἱδρύθηκαν ἀπό μετανά
στες πρώτης γενεᾶς, οἱ περισσότεροι τῶν
ὁποίων προέρχονταν ἀπό χωριά καί πόλεις
μέ ὁμοιογενεῖς πληθυσμούς, τούς ὁποίους
χαρακτήριζε ἡ Ὀρθόδοξη καί Ἑλληνική
ταυτότητα. Οἱ ἐκκλησίες τίς ὁποῖες δη
μιούργησαν ἐδῶ οἱ πρωτοπόροι πρόγο
νοί μας ἦταν ἀρχικά ὅμοιες μέ αὐτές πού
ὑπῆρχαν στόν τόπο καταγωγῆς των, δη
λαδή, ὀρθόδοξα ἐκκλησιαστικά ἱδρύματα
πού ἐξυπηρετοῦσαν τίς πρακτικές ἀνάγκες
των, δηλαδή, λειτουργίες, βαπτίσεις, γά
μους, κηδεῖες, μνημόσυνα, κ.ἄ. Ἐπιπροσθέ
τως, οἱ ἐνορίες των ἦταν τόποι τεραστίας
κοινωνικῆς καί ψυχολογικῆς ὑποστηρίξεως
καί δυνάμεως στήν προσπάθεια ἐπιβιώσεως
σέ μιά νέα χώρα τῆς ὁποίας τήν γλῶσσα οἱ
περισσότεροι δέν γνώριζαν.
Τώρα εἴμαστε στήν 3η, 4η, 5η καί ἀκόμη
6η γενεά. Οἱ παροῦσες συνθῆκες ἀπαιτοῦν
οἱ ἐνορίες νά μήν εἶναι περιορισμένες καί
κλεισμένες στόν ἑαυτό τους κοινότητες πού
ἐξυπηρετοῦν στοιχειώδεις θρησκευτικές
ἀνάγκες καί ἁπλῶς ὑποστηρίζουν τήν
ἐπιβίωση. Χάρις στήν σκληρή δουλειά
τῶν πρωτοπόρων προγόνων μας καί τήν
χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἔχουμε ἤδη ὑπερβῇ τή
γλῶσσα τῆς ἐπιβιώσεως. Οἱ συνθῆκες
τώρα ἀπαιτοῦν μιά μορφή ἐνορίας τῆς
ὁποίας τά μέλη, α)ἔχουν δυνατή συνείδηση
μιᾶς ὀρθοδόξου ταυτότητος καί ἤθους, ἡ
ὁποία τούς διαφοροποιεῖ ἀπό τούς ἄλλους
συμπατριῶτες τους Ἀμερικανούς μέ τούς
ὁποίους ὅμως, μοιράζονται πλήρως τά
μεγάλα ὀφέλη καί προνόμια ὡς πολίτες
τῆς εὐλογημένης αὐτῆς χώρας, καί β) εἶναι
ἐνήμεροι τοῦ γεγονότος ὅτι καλοῦνται σέ
ἀποστολική προσπάθεια διαδόσεως τῆς
ἀληθείας, τοῦ φωτός, τῆς χαρᾶς, καί τῆς
εἰρήνης τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου σέ μή ὀρθοδόξους

ἀνθρώπους μέ τούς ὁποίους ζοῦν στόν ἴδιο
τόπο ἤ ἀλλοῦ. Αὐτή ἡ δυνατή συνείδηση
τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Χριστιανικῆς ταυτότητος
καί πλήρους συνειδητοποιήσεως τῆς
ἀποστολικῆς
κλήσεως
προϋποθέτει
κατάλληλη καλλιέργεια, μόρφωση καί
μεθοδική ἐξάσκηση.
11. Ἀντιμετωπίζοντας αὐτές τίς σοβα
ρές καταστάσεις καί εὐθῦνες, χρειαζόμεθα
ἐπειγόντως τήν ἀνάπτυξη βασικῶν προ
γραμμάτων: α) Πρῶτον, ὑπάρχει ἀνάγκη
ἀναπτύξεως προγραμμάτων γιά ἐπαρκῆ
μόρφωση ἐνηλίκων σχετικά μέ τήν ὀρθό
δοξη χριστιανική πίστη. Πόσες ἀπό τίς ἐνο
ρίες μας ἔχουν δημιουργήσει τέτοια προ
γράμματα; Ὁ μέγας Ἀπόστολος Παῦλος
γράφοντας στούς Φιλιππησίους στό τέλος
τῆς ζωῆς του δήλωνε ὅτι ὁ ἄμεσος σκο
πός του ἦτο νά γνωρίσῃ τόν Χριστό καί
τή δύναμη τῆς Ἀναστάσεως Αὐτοῦ καί τήν
κοινωνία τῶν παθημάτων Αὐτοῦ (Φιλιπ.
3:10), δηλώνοντας ξεκάθαρα ὅτι δέν ὑπάρ
χει τέλος στήν γνώση τοῦ ἀνεξάντλητου
πλούτου τῆς πίστεως στόν Χριστό. Ἡ γνώ
ση τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας εἶναι ζήτημα συνεχοῦς
καί χωρίς ὅρια μορφώσεως. Αὐτό ἀκριβῶς
ἔκαναν γιά τούς πιστούς τῆς ἐποχῆς των
οἱ μεγάλοι Πατέρες τῆς Ἐκκλησίας σέ
συνεχῆ, ἀδιάλειπτη καθημερινή βάση.
β) Ἐκτός ἀπό τό νά ἀναπτύξουμε προγράμ
ματα γιά μιά ὀρθόδοξη ἐπιμόρφωση ἐνηλί
κων, ὑπάρχει μεγαλύτερη ἀνάγκη νά ἐξε
τάσουμε σοβαρά τόν τρόπο μέ τόν ὁποῖον
εἰσάγουμε τά παιδιά μας καί τούς νέους μας
στήν Ὀρθοδοξία ὡς Πίστη, ὡς τρόπο ζωῆς
καί ὡς ὑπέρτατο πολιτισμικό δῶρο.
Ἡ γνωριμία τῶν παιδιῶν μέ τόν
Ὀρθόδοξο Χριστιανισμό ἀποτελεῖ γιά
μᾶς μεγάλη προτεραιότητα. Καταλλήλως
ἀνεπτυγμένα καί ἐφαρμοσμένα σχετικά
προγράμματα δέν καλύπτουν μόνο μιά
βασική ἀνάγκη, ἀλλά ἀποτελοῦν ἐπίσης
ἰσχυρό ἀντίδοτο γιά ὁρισμένες προκλήσεις
τίς ὁποῖες ἀναφέραμε προηγουμένως.
Εἶναι περιττό νά ποῦμε ὅτι αὐτό πού
συμβαίνει συχνά στίς ἐνορίες μας, δηλαδή
ἡ προσφορά μαθημάτων εἰσαγωγῆς στήν
Πίστη σέ ὥρα πού συμπίπτει μέ τή Θεία
Λειτουργία, χρειάζεται ριζική ἀναθεώρηση.
Αὐτή ἡ πρακτική ἀποστερεῖ τά παιδιά ἀπό
τήν παρακολούθηση τῆς Θείας Λειτουργίας
καί δημιουργεῖ ἕνα ἐκκλησίασμα ἄνευ
παιδιῶν, πρᾶγμα δηλαδή ὄχι καλό.
Εἶναι φανερό ὅτι στήν Ἐκκλησία
μας στήν Ἀμερική οἱ δραστηριότητες
καί τά προγράμματα πού σχετίζονται μέ
τήν Ὀρθόδοξη θρησκευτική μόρφωση
χρειάζονται
συνεχῆ
ἀναθεώρηση,

ἐνδυνάμωση καί ἐμπλουτισμό. Ὅταν,
σύμφωνα μέ ἀντικειμενικές στατιστικές,
45% τῶν μελῶν τοῦ Ἑλληνορθοδόξου
πληθυσμοῦ μας ἔχουν τουλάχιστον ἕνα
πτυχίο ἀπό πανεπιστήμιο ἤ κολλέγιο,
δηλαδή διαθέτουν προχωρημένη μόρφωση,
δέν νοεῖται νά ἔχουμε περιορισμένη γνώση
τῆς πίστεώς μας, ἤ ἀκόμα νά ἐπιδεικνύουμε
Ὀρθόδοξη ἀμάθεια.
Ὅταν οἱ γονεῖς εἶναι ἐλλειματικοί
σέ θέματα Ὀρθοδόξου πίστεως, τότε τί
μπορεῖ νά συμβαίνῃ στά παιδιά τους;
Ἡ ἀναγκαιότητα τῆς συστηματικῆς καί
ἐντατικῆς ἀντιμετωπίσεως θεμάτων κα
ταλλήλου Ὀρθοδόξου μορφώσεως καί
ἐξασκήσεως γιά ἐνήλικες καί παιδιά
ἀποτελεῖ ἐπείγουσα προτεραιότητα. Σ’
αὐτή τήν περίπτωση σήμερα εἴμαστε σέ
πλεονεκτική θέση διότι ἔχουμε διαθέσιμα
ἄφθονα μέσα καί Ὀρθόδοξο μορφωτικό
ὑλικό. Τό ἐρώτημα εἶναι ἐάν καί πόσο τό
χρησιμοποιοῦμε.
12. Μιά ἐξίσου ἐπείγουσα προτεραιό
τητα εἶναι ἡ ἀντιμετώπιση τῆς προκλήσε
ως τῆς ἀποσυνδέσεως τῶν ἀνθρώπων ἀπό
τήν Ἐκκλησία καί τῆς σταδιακῆς ἀπομα
κρύνσεως ἤ ἀκόμα καί ἀποκοπῆς αὐτῶν.
Ὁ ἀριθμός τῶν ἀνθρώπων αὐτῶν στήν
περίπτωσή μας μπορεῖ νά εἶναι σχετικά
μικρός σέ σύγκριση μέ μεγάλες χριστια
νικές ὁμολογίες ἐδῶ καί στήν Εὐρώπη. Τό
φαινόμενο, ὅμως, δέν μπορεῖ νά ἀγνοηθῇ
καί τά θεμελιώδη ἐρωτήματα δέν μποροῦν
νά ἀποφευχθοῦν, δηλαδή ποιά εἶναι ἡ αἰτία
τῆς ἀπομακρύνσεως καί ἀποσυνδέσεως;
Μιά κεντρική ἀπάντηση θά μποροῦσε νά
εἶναι τό ἀνικανοποίητο σχετικά μέ τήν
ζωή καί τίς δραστηριότητες μιᾶς ἐνορίας,
ἤ τό ὅτι ἡ ἐνορία δέν ἔχει τίποτε ἄλλο νά
προσφέρῃ σέ ἐπίπεδο ἐνεργοῦ συμμετοχῆς
ἐκτός ἀπό τήν Κυριακάτικη Θεία Λειτουρ
γία. Ἑπομένως, ἐδῶ ἐγείρεται τό ἐρώτημα:
τί θά μποροῦσε νά γίνῃ γιά τήν βελτίωση
τῆς ζωῆς καί τῶν δραστηριοτήτων μιᾶς
ἐνορίας;
Ὑπάρχουν ἐνορίες στίς ὁποῖες
παρατηροῦμε μιά συνεχῆ προσπάθεια
στό νά ἀπασχολοῦν ὅσο περισσότερους
ἐνορίτες μποροῦν σέ διάφορες δραστη
ριότητες ἤ εἰδικά προγράμματα.
Στίς πο
λυάριθμες ἐπισκέψεις μου
σέ ὁλόκληρη τή χώρα, συνήντησα
ἐνορίες πού ἔχουν ἀναπτύξει διάφορες
δραστηριότητες γιά ἐνορίτες, ἰδιαίτερα
γιά νέους ἀνθρώπους. Πρέπει νά εὐρεθῇ
τρόπος γιά τή διάδοση ὅλων τῶν σχετικῶν
πληροφοριῶν.
Στήν περίπτωση αὐτή φιλανθρωπικά
ἔργα μεγάλου φάσματος, εἰδικές πολιτι

στικές ἐκδηλώσεις καί εὐκαιρίες γιά
νέους, ἐκτός ἀπό τό ἐτήσιο φεστιβάλ,
θά μποροῦσαν νά ἀποτελέσουν ἰσχυρά
ἐργαλεῖα στή σύνδεση τῶν ἀνθρώπων μέ
τήν Ἐκκλησία.
Ἡ φροντίδα γιά τήν προσέλκυση
καί δραστηριοποίηση μελῶν μεικτῶν
γάμων εἶναι ἀκόμα μιά εὐκαιρία μέ
μεγάλες δυνατότητες, ἰδιαιτέρως ἐφό
σον ἡ ἀποσύνδεση συνήθως συμβαί
νει σέ οἰκογένειες μεικτῶν γάμων.
13. Ὑπάρχει ἕνα ἀνοικτό πεδίο πού μᾶς
προσκαλεῖ ὅλους νά ἐργασθοῦμε μαζί γιά
νά ἀντιμετωπίσουμε ὅλες τίς προκλήσεις
καί νά ἀπαντήσουμε στήν κλήση τοῦ Κυρί
ου, ὁ Ὁποῖος μᾶς λέγει: καθώς ἀπέσταλκέν
με ὁ Πατήρ, κἀγώ πέμπω ὑμᾶς (Ἰωάν.
20:21). Αὐτό τό ἱερό ἔργο εἶναι βεβαίως
συναρπαστικό ἀλλά ὄχι εὔκολο.
Ἤδη οἱ τωρινές μας οἰκονομικές καί
διοικητικές δυσκολίες ἀποτελοῦν μεγάλη
πρόκληση. Ἐξ ἴσου μεγάλη πρόκληση
ἀποτελεῖ καί ἡ ἀνάγκη νά συνεχισθῇ ἀμέσως
ἡ ἀνοικοδόμηση τοῦ Ἁγίου Νικολάου. Ἀλλά
δέν εἴμαστε μιά ὀργάνωση, ἕνα κλάμπ, μία
ἑταιρεία ἤ ἀκόμη μία ἀδελφότητα. Εἴμαστε
οἱ ἄνθρωποι τοῦ Θεοῦ, εἴμαστε ἡ Ἐκκλησία
Του, εἴμαστε οἱ πιστοί τοῦ Χριστοῦ. Ἡ
Βιβλική βάση τοῦ θέματός μας σ’ αὐτή
τήν Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευση εἶναι Πάντα
Δυνατά Τῷ Πιστεύοντι (Μάρκ. 9:23).
Ὅλα εἶναι δυνατά σέ μᾶς πού πιστεύουμε στό Χριστό συμπεριλαμβανομένης
ὁποιασδήποτε προκλήσεως, ὁποιωνδήποτε κοινωνικῶν, πολιτιστικῶν, ψυχολογικῶν ἤ οἰκονομικῶν προβλημάτων ἤ ἀκόμη
καί ἐπιθέσεων τοῦ συγχρόνου κόσμου.
Μέ τήν προϋπόθεση πάντοτε ὅτι
ἀκολουθοῦμε τήν πορεία τῆς δρά
σεως
τοῦ Θεοῦ καί Κυρίου μας Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ,
ὁ Ὁποῖος ἄρχισε καί συνέχισε ὡς τό τέλος
τήν λυτρωτική διακο
νία Του κηρύσσων
τό Εὐαγγέλιο, διδά
σκων καί θεραπεύων
(Ματθ. 4:23).
Ἡ διακήρυξη τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου, ἡ διδα
σκαλία τῆς ἀληθείας τήν ὁποία ἀποκάλυψε
ὁ Χριστός καί ἡ ἵαση τῶν πασχόντων εἶναι
ἡ ἀποστολή καί ὁ στρατηγικός προγραμμα
τισμός μας γιά τό παρόν, γιά τό μέλλον, καί
γιά πάντα.
Ἔτσι, ἀντιμετωπίζοντας τήν πραγματικότητα εἴμαστε βεβαίως σέ θέση νά ποῦμε
μαζί μέ τόν Ἀπόστολο Παῦλο, οἶδα καί
ταπεινοῦσθαι, οἶδα καί περισσεύειν· ἐν παντί
καί ἐν πᾶσιν μεμύημαι, καί χορτάζεσθαι καί
ποινᾶν καί περισσεύειν καί ὑστερεῖσθαι·
πάντα ἰσχύω ἐν τῷ ἐνδυναμοῦντί με Χριστῷ
(Φιλιπ. 4:12-13). Πράγματι, ὅλα εἶναι
δυνατά γι’αὐτόν πού πιστεύει στόν Χριστό.
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Ολομέλεια και επίσημο δείπνο της 44ης Κληρικολαϊκής

του Σταύρου Η. Παπαγερμανού
ΒΟΣΤΩΝΗ – Η 44η Κληρικολαϊκή Συ
νέλευση της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής
ολοκληρώθηκε το βράδυ της 5ης Ιουλίου
2018, με το επίσημο δείπνο στο ξενοδοχείο
Boston Marriott Copley Place, στο οποίο
παρακάθησαν 1200 περίπου σύνεδροι.
Καθ’ όλη τη διάρκεια της ημέρας έλαβε
χώρα η πολύωρη συνεδρίαση της Γενικής
Συνελεύσεως των συνέδρων.
Ο Σεβ. Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ.
Δημήτριος έκανε την εναρκτήρια προσευ
χή του δείπνου και τους εθνικούς ύμνους
της Ελλάδος και των Η.Π.Α. έψαλλε η
γνωστή μέτζο-σοπράνο Collen Palmer. Οι
συμπρόεδροι της οργανωτικής επιτροπής
Μιχαήλ Σοφοκλέους και Peter Bassett πα
ρουσίασαν τους επισήμους και απηύθυναν
χαιρετισμούς. Ο ομογενής δημοσιογράφος
και τηλεπαρουσιαστής κ. Μιχαήλ Νικήτας
παρουσίασε το πρόγραμμα και τους ομι
λητές. Χαιρετισμούς απηύθυναν επίσης ο
πρόεδρος του οργανισμού Leadership 100
κ. Αργύρης Βασιλείου, ο επίτιμος πρόεδρος
της Κληρικολαϊκής κ. Άρθουρ Άντον, η πρό
εδρος της Φιλόπτωχου κυρία Μαρία Λογο
θέτη και ο Γενικός Πρόξενος της Ελλάδος
στη Βοστώνη κ. Στράτος Ευθυμίου.
Ο οικείος ιεράρχης, Μητροπολίτης Βο
στώνης κ. Μεθόδιος, εξέφρασε με τρόπο
προσωπικό και ένθερμο την ευγνωμοσύνη
του προς όλα τα μέλη της διοργανωτικής
επιτροπής υποδοχής και των εθελοντών.
Ευχαρίστησε δε και όλους τους συνέδρους
από τις ενορίες όλης της επικράτειας.
Οι πατριαρχικοί εκπρόσωποι Μητρο
πολίται Γέρων Δέρκων κ. Απόστολος και
Σηλυβρίας κ. Μάξιμος απηύθυναν λόγια οι
κοδομής και συμβουλής στο ακροατήριο. Ο
κ. Απόστολος στην ομιλία του τόνισε: «Δεν
είναι δυνατόν ο διάβολος να παρακολουθεί
απαθής το σωτήριον έργο της Εκκλησίας…
Ο εχθρός της αληθείας και της σωτηρίας
μας εργάζεται αρνητικώς νυχθημερόν. Εμείς
οφείλομε να αντιτάξομεν εις τας μεθοδείας
τους ακλόνητον Πίστιν εις τον Παντοδύνα
μον Άγιον Τριαδικόν Θεόν της Αληθείας.
«Πίστιν δι’ αγάπης ενεργούμενην», κατά
τον Απόστολον (Γαλ. 5,6). Και όχι μόνο δι’

αγάπης, αλλά και δι’ υπομονής, και διακρί
σεως και ταπεινού φρονήματος, και προπά
ντων θεοφιλούς ενότητος».
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Δημή
τριος στη δική του ομιλία αναγνώρισε την
σκληρή προεργασία της διοργανωτικής
επιτροπής και των εθελοντών υπό την κα
θοδήγηση του Μητροπολίτου Βοστώνης κ.
Μεθοδίου. Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος εξέφρασε την
ευαρέσκεια και ευγνωμοσύνη της Κληρικο
λαϊκής προς τον Παναγιώτατο Οικουμενι
κό Πατριάρχη για την διά πολλών τρόπων
εκπεφρασμένη αγάπη και φροντίδα του για
το ορθόδοξο ποίμνιο της Αμερικής. Είπε
επίσης ότι η Εκκλησία είναι καθολική και
διαχρονική και η 44η Κληρικολαϊκή δεν
αποτέλεσε μόνο μια ευκαιρία συνδέσεως και
επαφής των ανθρώπων μεταξύ των, ή και
συζητήσεως θεμάτων που μας απασχολούν,
αλλά κυρίως και πρωτίστως μια ευκαιρία
συνδέσεως και επικοινωνίας των συμμετε
χόντων με τον Θεό.
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος αναφέρθηκε και πάλι
στο ευαγγελικό χωρίο από το 9ο Κεφάλαιο
του κατά Μάρκον Ευαγγελίου στο οποίο
βασίζεται το θέμα της Κληρικολαϊκής. Αφη
γήθηκε την περικοπή κατά την οποία ένας
πατέρας ζητά από τον Χριστό να θεραπεύ
σει το γιο του «ἀλλ’ εἴ τι δύνασαι, βοήθησον
ἡμῖν σπλαγχνισθεὶς ἐφ’ ἡμᾶς. 23 ὁ δὲ Ἰησοῦς

εἶπεν αὐτῷ· Τὸ εἰ δύνασαι πιστεῦσαι, πάντα
δυνατὰ τῷ πιστεύοντι. 24 καὶ εὐθέως κράξας
ὁ πατὴρ τοῦ παιδίου μετὰ δακρύων ἔλεγε·
Πιστεύω, Κύριε· βοήθει μου τῇ ἀπιστίᾳ.
(Μαρκ. 9:23-25)
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος κλείνο
ντας την ομιλία του παρέθεσε, ως πνευμα
τικό λόγο οικοδομής των παρευρισκομένων
άλλη μία περικοπή από την προς Ρωμαίους
επιστολή του Αποστόλου Παύλου με ανα
φορά στη δύναμη και την προστασία της
αγάπης του Θεού: 35 τίς ἡμᾶς χωρίσει ἀπὸ
τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ; θλῖψις ἢ στενο
χωρία ἢ διωγμὸς ἢ λιμὸς ἢ γυμνότης ἢ κίν
δυνος ἢ μάχαιρα; 37 ἀλλ’ ἐν τούτοις πᾶσιν
ὑπερνικῶμεν διὰ τοῦ ἀγαπήσαντος ἡμᾶς.
38
πέπεισμαι γὰρ ὅτι οὔτε θάνατος οὔτε ζωὴ
οὔτε ἄγγελοι οὔτε ἀρχαὶ οὔτε δυνάμεις οὔτε
ἐνεστῶτα οὔτε μέλλοντα, 39 οὔτε ὕψωμα
οὔτε βάθος οὔτε τις κτίσις ἑτέρα δυνήσεται
ἡμᾶς χωρίσαι ἀπὸ τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ Θεοῦ τῆς
ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ τῷ Κυρίῳ ἡμῶν. (Ρωμ. 8:35,
37-39)
Οι εργασίες της Γενικής Συνελεύσεως
Η Γενική Συνέλευση ήταν το κυρίως
γεγονός της τελευταίας ημέρας ξεκίνησε
στις 10 π.μ. και ολοκληρώθηκε μετά τις 4
το απόγευμα. Ο αντιπρόεδρος του Αρχιεπι
σκοπικού Συμβουλίου κ. Γεώργιος Τσαντί
κος στην εισαγωγική του ομιλία εξέφρασε

Μέλη της Εθνικής Φιλοπτώχου Κυριών ετοιμάζουν 10.000 γεύματα για φτωχούς ως μέρος της
εργασίας τους στο συνέδριο που έλαβε χώρα ταυτόχρονα με την Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευση.

την εκτίμηση και σεβασμό του σώματος
προς τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο και την προσήλωση
της Εκτελεστικής Επιτροπής στο θέμα της
44ης Κληρικολαϊκής, «Ὅλα εἶναι δυνατά γι’
αὐτόν πού πιστεύει στόν Χριστό».
Ο Ταμίας του Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμ
βουλίου κ. Μιχαήλ Ψαρός έκανε μια μακρά
παρουσίαση δίνοντας μια γενική εικόνα
των οικονομικών της Αρχιεπισκοπής και
εξηγώντας τις προσπάθειες και ενέργειες
της Εκτελεστικής Επιτροπής ώστε να επι
τευχθεί η σταθερότητα και η ανάκαμψη των
οικονομικών.Αναφερόμενος σε ορισμένα
δημοσιεύματα στα μέσα ενημέρωσης, είπε:
«Σταματήστε τα ψέματα και συνταχθείτε
μαζί μας για οικοδομήσουμε την Εκκλησία»,
και λίγο αργότερα αναφερόμενος σε αβά
σιμα δημοσιεύματα και παραπληροφόρηση
στον Τύπο είπε: «τα ψέματα για τις ενορίες
οι οποίες δήθεν δεν στηρίζουν την Αρχιεπι
σκοπή πρέπει να σταματήσουν».
Η Ολομέλεια συζήτησε εκτενώς τους
προϋπολογισμούς της Αρχιεπισκοπής για
τα έτη 2019 και 2020, έγιναν πολλές προ
τάσεις και τροποποιήσεις με σκοπό την επί
πλέον χρηματοδότηση του συνταξιοδοτι
κού ταμείου κληρικών και του Ελληνικού
Κολεγίου Θεολογικής Σχολής. Ο κ. Ψαρός
εξέφρασε τη δυσαρέσκεια του για την πι
θανότητα ενός ελλειμματικού προϋπολογι
σμού. Τελικώς εγκρίθηκε ο προϋπολογισμός
με την πρόβλεψη ότι το Αρχιεπισκοπικό
Συμβούλιο θα πράξει στο επόμενο διάστη
μα ότι χρειάζεται για τον ισοσκελισμό του.
Η επιτροπή διοικητικών θεμάτων πα
ρουσίασε ορισμένες τροποποιήσεις των
εσωτερικών κανονισμών της Αρχιεπισκοπής
και των Μητροπόλεων οι οποίες και ενεκρί
θησαν. Εγκρίθηκαν επίσης οι κανονισμοί
προστασίας παιδιών και νεολαίας με την
επωνυμία Youth Protection Manual. Επι
πλέον εγκρίθηκαν ψηφίσματα για διάφορα
θέματα που εκφράζουν την Ολομέλεια τα
οποία θα συγκεντρωθούν και θα δημοσιευ
θούν στην ιστοσελίδα της Αρχιεπισκοπής.
Στη συνέχεια και λόγω πολύ περιορι
σμένου χρόνου έγιναν σύντομες παρουσιά
σεις-εκθέσεις της Εθνικής Φιλοπτώχου, των
Αρχόντων, της Ηγεσίας των 100 και του
Συμβουλίου Κληρικών.
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ὑστάτης ρανίδος δυνάμεων ἤ καί αἴματος, ἡ ἐφελκύουσα καί ἐξαίρουσα τόν πόθον ἡμῶν
ὅπως ὁδηγηθῶμεν ἐκ τῆς πίστεως καί διά τῆς πίστεως εἰς τήν ἀγάπην. Τελικῶς, ἡ πίστις
εἰς Χριστόν οὐδαμῶς γνωρίζεται κεχωρισμένη τοῦ προσωπικοῦ πνευματικοῦ ἀγῶνος καί
τῆς χριστιανικῆς προσπαθείας, ἀλλά κρατεῖ ὑψωμένας τάς ἰκέτιδας χεῖρας τοῦ πρός Θεόν
εὐχομένου, ἔχοντος ἐν ἐκείνη τῇ ὥρᾳ τήν ὀρθήν πεποίθησιν ὅτι σύνολος ὁ ἀγών αὐτοῦ
ἄρχεται ἐκ τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἐκτείνεται πρός τόν ἀδελφόν ὡς ἀγάπη, εὐλογεῖται ὑπό τοῦ Θεοῦ καί
ἐπιστρέφει εἰς Θεόν ὡς δόξα Αὐτοῦ, καθώς εἴδομεν καί ἐψηλαφήσαμεν ἐν τῷ ἐπιγείῳ βίῳ
καί ἐδιδάχθημεν ἐκ τῶν εὐαγγέλων λόγων τοῦ Ἀρχηγοῦ καί τελειωτοῦ τῆς πίστεως ἡμῶν
Κυρίου Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ.
Μετά λύπης διαπιστοῦμεν πολλάκις ὅτι ἡ ἱερά αὕτη ἔννοια τῆς πίστεως μεγάλως
δοκιμάζεται καί αὐθαιρέτως ἑρμηνεύεται ὑπό διαφόρων τάσεων τῆς πνευματικῆς ζωῆς,
ὥστε νά ἀπολήγῃ εἴτε εἰς ἀτομοκεντρικήν πνευματικότητα καί εἰς ἀδιαφορίαν διά
τήν ἐκκλησιαστικήν κοινότητα, εἴτε εἰς ἐργαλεῖον φονταμενταλιστικῶν νόων, οἵτινες
χρησιμοποιοῦν τήν πίστιν διά νά ἐπιβληθοῦν ἐγωϊστικῶς ἐπί τοῦ πλησίον. Ἐκ τῆς γνησίας
κατά Χριστόν πίστεως ἐκπορεύονται δημιουργικαί δυνάμεις, αἱ ὁποῖαι καρποφορούν εἰς τήν
ζωήν τῶν πιστῶν καί εἰς τήν κοινωνίαν. Ἡ πίστις εἶναι ἕνωσις μέ τόν Θεόν καί ταυτοχρόνως
ἕνωσις μέ τόν πλησίον διά τῆς «ἀγάπης ἐκ καθαρᾶς καρδίας» ( Α´ Τιμ. α´, 5). Πίστις καί
ἀγάπη ἀποτελοῦν ἑνιαίαν ὑπαρξιακήν πραγματικότητα ἐν τῇ ζωῇ τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, ἥτις
ἀποτελεῖ τό «θαῦμα τοῦ Καινοῦ» ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ.
Ἡ μήτηρ Ἐκκλησία τῆς Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, ἧς ἐκλεκτήν Ἐπαρχίαν ἀποτελεῖ ἡ
Ἱερά Ἀρχιεπισκοπή Ἀμερικής μετά τῶν ἐν Ἡνωμέναις Πολιτείαις Ἀμερικῆς Μητροπόλεων
αὐτῆς, χρέος ἀπαράβατον ἔχει τήν ἐν παντί καιρῷ καί πάσῃ ὥρᾳ διακονίαν τῆς τοῦ Χριστοῦ
ἀκαινοτομήτου Ἀληθείας καί τῆς προβολῆς καί διδαχῆς τοῦ γνησίου καί ἀνοθεύτου
ἐκκλησιαστικοῦ φρονήματος. Ἐν Φαναρίῳ, ἐμάθομεν πορεύεσθαι καί βιοῦν τό Μυστήριον
τῆς Ἐκκλησίας ἐν πίστει παραδοθείσῃ ἡμῖν ὑπό τῶν Πατέρων, τῶν προηγηθέντων εἰς
τήν ἄσκησιν ταύτης τῆς θεοσδότου ἀρετῆς. Ἡ πίστις τοῦ Φαναρίου καί τῶν ἐν Φαναρίῳ
ἀνυστάκτων φυλάκων τῆς πατρογονικῆς παραδόσεως ἀποτελεῖ οὐσιαστικῶς σιγήν
καρδιακῆς προσευχῆς, ἀλλά συγχρόνως καί ἕνα ἀγῶνα, πανταχοῦ καί πάντοτε, μαρτυρίας
Χριστοῦ καί Ἀναστάσεως καί προσδοκίας τῆς «κοινῆς Βασιλείας». Τό θαῦμα τῆς πίστεως
συγκροτεῖ τόν πυρῆνα αὐτῆς τῆς μαρτυρίας τοῦ Οἰκουμενκοῦ Πατριαρχείου, ἀλλά καί
τό διαχρονικῶς αἰτούμενον, τό «γοητευτικόν μυστήριον», τόν «θεμέλιον τῆς ἀγάπης»,
εἰς καιρούς μάλιστα ὁπότε καί τό θαῦμα ὁμοιάζει τῇ οὐτοπίᾳ διά τάς λογικοκρατουμένας
διανοίας.
Διά τοῦτο, συγχαίρομεν ἀδελφικῶς τῇ ὑμετέρα φίλῃ Ἱερότητι, ἅγιε Ἀμερικῆς, ὅτι
ἐπελέξατε εἰς μίαν τοσοῦτον κρίσιμον στιγμήν τῆς πορείας τῆς Ἐπαρχίας, ἥν, χρησταῖς ταῖς
ἐλπίσιν, ἐνεπιστεύθη εἰς ὑμᾶς ἡ Μήτηρ Ἐκκλησία, ἕν θέμα ἐξόχως γόνιμον διά θεολογικάς

συζητήσεις ἀλλά καί διά πρακτικάς ἐφαρμογάς ἐν τῇ ζωῇ τοῦ χριστωνύμου πληρώματος.
Διότι πίστις ἄνευ ὁρατῆς ἐφαρμογῆς καί πραγματώσεως εἰς τόν καθημερινόν στῖβον εἶναι
μᾶλλον μία φιλοσοφική στάσις, μία θεωρητική προσέγγισις ἀλλ’ οὐχί δῶρον τῆς Χάριτος τοῦ
Θεοῦ, ὡς τυγχάνει ἡ αὐθεντική τοιαύτη. Πᾶν τό φερόμενον ὡς ἀνῆκον εἰς τήν Ἐκκλησίαν
καί μή δυνάμενον ἵνα εὕρῃ πρόσφορον ἔδαφος εἰς τήν πνευματικήν καί ἄλλην ζωήν τοῦ
ἀνθρώπου, εἴτε ἐσφαλμένως ἐκφράζεται, εἴτε δέν προέρχεται ἐξ αὐτῆς, καθώς ἡ διδαχή
τῆς Ἐκκλησίας εἶναι βίωμα, εἶναι σχέσις, εἶναι κοινωνία ζωοποιός μετά τοῦ φιλανθρώπως
ἐνανθρωπήσαντος Υἱοῦ καί Λόγου τοῦ Θεοῦ.
Ἡμεῖς, ὡς ὁ Πατριάρχης καί τῶν ἐν Ἀμερικῇ καί ἐν ἁπάσῃ τῇ ἱεροκανονικῇ
δικαιοδοσίᾳ τῆς Ἁγίας τοῦ Χριστοῦ Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας πιστῶν, δέν κρύπτομεν τήν κατ’
ἄνθρωπον ἔντονον ἀνησυχίαν ἡμῶν διά τά ἐν τῇ Ἐπαρχίᾳ ταύτη τοῦ ἡμετέρου Θρόνου
θλιβερῶς συμβαίνοντα, καί δέν ἀδιαφοροῦμεν περί τούτων, ἀλλ’ ὡς ἐλεηθέντες ὑπό Θεοῦ
ἐδιδάχθημεν, πιστεύομεν εἰς αἰσίας προοπτικάς καί βελτίους ἡμέρας, χρώμενοι τῇ ἁγίᾳ
πίστει μετά διακρίσεως καί ὑπομονῆς, ἱστάμενοι δέ πλησίον τοῦ ἱεροῦ κλήρου καί τοῦ λαοῦ
τοῦ Θεοῦ, οἵτινες γνωρίζουν ἐν σεβασμῷ, ἀγάπῃ, ἀφοσιώσει καί εὐγνωμοσύνῃ πολιτεύεσθαι
πρός τήν Μητέρα αὐτῶν Ἐκκλησίαν, τήν στοργικῶς καί προστατευτικῶς σκέπουσαν καί
θάλπουσαν τούς πνευματικούς αὐτῶν ἀγῶνας καί τήν ἐκκλησιαστικήν αὐτῶν ὑπόστασιν
καί ἀποτελοῦσαν ἀσφαλιστικήν δικλεῖδα καί διά τήν Ἱεράν Ἀρχιεπισκοπήν Ἀμερικῆς.
Ὅθεν, ἐκ τοῦ μαρτυρικοῦ Φαναρίου, τοῦ ἀπλανοῦς τούτου ἐργαστηρίου τῆς γνησίας
κατά Χριστόν πίστεως, τῆς «δι’ ἀγάπης ἐνεργουμένης» (πρβλ. Γαλ. ε´, 6), εὐλογοῦμεν διά τῶν
πεφιλημένων ἡμετέρων Ἐκπροσώπων , ἤτοι τῶν Ἱερωτάτων Μητροπολιτῶν Δέρκων κυρίου
Ἀποστόλου καί Σηλυβρίας κυρίου Μαξίμου, τάς ἐργασίας τῆς παρούσης Κληρικολαϊκῆς
Συνελεύσεως τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς καί εὐχόμεθα πᾶσαν κατά Θεόν ἐπιτυχίαν
καί ἐκκλησιοτραφεῖς ἀποφάσεις πρός θεραπείαν τῶν τυχόν τρωθεισῶν συνειδήσεων καί
ἀνάπαυσιν τῶν μητρικῶν σπλάχνων τῆς Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας, ἥτις χαίρει ὁρῶσα τά τέκνα
αὐτῆς πορευόμενα ἐν πίστει καί ὁμονοίᾳ καί ἀγάπῃ, πάντοτε πρός δόξαν τοῦ ἐν Τριάδι Θεοῦ,
Οὗ ἡ Χάρις καί τό ἄπειρον ἔλεος εἴησαν μετά πάντων ὑμῶν.
Εἰρήνη ὑμῖν τε καί ἡμῖν!
,βιη΄ Ἰουνίου κη΄ (28 Ἰουνίου 2018)
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44th Clergy-Laity Congress
Report of the Military Chaplains
By Fr. Bill Bartz

Military chaplaincy is a demanding form of service. It requires sacrifice
not only by priests, but their families as
well. Frequent moves and long absences
are only the most obvious of those sacrifices. While most of our fellow Orthodox Christians applaud our service, they
may not be well informed about what it
really entails.
This is revealed by the questions we
are so frequently asked: “Do you lead
Protestant worship or conduct the Roman Catholic Mass? Are you really an
Orthodox Priest?”  These are just a few
examples. We have prepared answers
to those questions to enable you to help
your fellow parishioners understand our
Church’s support of religious freedom
in the military.

That is why there is such a thing as
military chaplaincy, and has been since
before the ratification of the U.S. Constitution: so that the religious freedom
granted to all by the Constitution can be
exercised by the men and women in uniform, even in the unique and often constraining environment of the military.
The role of chaplains is complex,
because we serve two separate and
distinct authorities: our Church and
the military. Congress has passed laws
which protect a chaplain’s ability to conduct divine services according the manner and forms of the church he/she represents. It is against the law for anyone
to tell us how or for whom to conduct
our divine services, sacraments, and
other faith specific support. It is against
the law for anyone to tell us how to pray.

The Institutional Chaplaincy
The Institutional Chaplaincy of the
Archdiocese was formed about four
years ago by the Holy Synod under its
hierarchical overseer Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit. Its brief history and mission appears on the Archdiocese website:
Institutional Chaplaincy facilitates
care for Orthodox Christians in various
institutions including local hospitals,
prisons, hospices, police and fire departments, and universities by praying,
counseling, advising, reading Scriptures,
and teaching the Christian Faith.”
Institutional chaplains are clergy or
laypersons under the omophorion of the
local presiding hierarch, who provide the
Holy Mysteries to Orthodox Christians,
and offer a witness of the Orthodox Faith
to everyone.
The lay chaplains function in a nonsacramental capacity only. Specific requirements are provided for a layperson
to be endorsed by the Archdiocese and
are listed on its website.
The second-ever official meeting of
the Institutional Chaplains Committee
took place Tuesday July 3 at the Clergy
Laity Congress. Fr. Bill Bartz, the Archdiocese endorsing agent of Institutional
Chaplains led the meeting. Others attending included:
Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews, police chaplain in St. Paul, Minn.
Fr. Christopher Foustoukos, a VA
(Veterans’ Administration), police-fire
chaplain from Peabody, Mass. (St. Vasilios Church).
Fr. Paul Martin, a prison chaplain
from Michigan City, Ind. (Annunciation–St. Paraskevi, New Buffalo, Mich.).
Fr. James C. Pappas, a prison chaplain in Fresno, Cali. (St. George).
Dn. Kyriakos Shiepis, a sheriff
chaplain from Canton, Ohio (St. Hara-

lambos).
Elizabeth Hawkins, chaplain with
Le Bonheur Children’s Hospital in
Memphis Tenn.
Miss. Priscilla Callos, hospital chaplain in Burlington, Vt.
Fr. John Alexandres from San Bernardino, Calif. (Prophet Elias) and Harry
Kofidis, both chaplain prospects from
Chicopee, Mass.
Also attending the meeting were
military chaplains, Fr. John Kalantzis,
Captain, US Navy and Fr. Ioan Dumitrascu, U.S. Air Force.
Elizabeth Hawkins and Priscilla
Callos are the first two and only female
chaplains endorsed by our Archdiocese,
working in hospitals and functioning in a
non-sacramental capacity only.
Attendees shared cares, concerns,
ideas and goals at the meeting.
Three main goals were identified:
1) to create a roster of institutional
chaplains and facilitate contact and collaboration amongst our members for personal, professional and spiritual growth.
2) to identify existing employed and
volunteer institutional chaplains who are
not yet on our roster.
3) to raise awareness and promote
institutional chaplaincy as a career or
volunteer path among clergy and lay
people to bring the ministry, care and
love of our Greek Orthodox Faith to all
persons who are suffering and in need.
We endeavor to create a brochure.
Anyone interested in learning more
or who would like to enroll in the institutional chaplaincy, contact endorsing
agent Fr. Bill Bartz through the website:
www.goarch.org/-/greek-orthodox-institutional-chaplaincy
Submitted by Fr. Bartz

Photos Courtesy Fr. Bartz

So, no, we do not conduct the services
of other faith groups, and we do not give
Holy Communion or other Sacraments
to the non-Orthodox. We are properly
educated, trained, ordained, and authorized Priests of the Holy Archdiocese.
When completing our military service,
we return to the civilian ministry of the
Archdiocese to continue our service to
the Church.
You can be proud of our hierarchs
and our Church for making the sacrifice of allowing a few of their Priests to
serve in the military, so that Orthodox
Christians who serve can also exercise
their religious freedoms.
All military chaplains are trained
and expected to work together, so
that Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen, Coast
Guardsmen, and Marines can get the religious support they need.
We provide the faith-specific services of our Church, we help people
find the faith-specific support they are
looking for or the other helping resources available to them in the military, we
care for all by listening and encouraging, and we advise the chain of com-

mand and the commander on religion.
Though non-combatants, prohibited by regulations from carry weapons,
we otherwise fully share the experience of military service, going where
they go, to the deserts, mountains, and
across the seas, enduring the separation,
the dangers and discomforts, so that we
are there when they need us, and so that
they trust us enough to come to us for
help.
The priests of the Archdiocese of
America serving on active duty in the
United States military as chaplains have
the high honor of serving both our God
and our country.   They are:   Frs. Gabriel Bultz, Ioan Dumitrascu, David
Hostetler, John Kalantzis, Andrew Kearns, Christopher Moody, and Matthew
Streett, serving in the U.S. Army, Air
Force, and Navy.  Metropolitan Nicholas is the Military Ordinary.
This is a wonderful ministry which
we are blessed to carry out on your behalf, with the permission of our hierarchs, protected by the laws of the land
and the regulations of the military services, for the glory of God.
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CLERGY UPDATE
Assignments:

Fr. James Katinas – St. Sophia Church, New London, Conn.
06/01/18
Fr. Theodore Ehmer – Holy Cross Church, Macon, Ga. 06/15/18
Dn. Jeremy Troy – Annunciation Cathedral, Houston 06/15/18
Fr. Evangelos Mago – Annunciation Church, Rochester, NY
07/01/18
Fr. Thomas Newlin – St. Sophia Church, San Antonio, Texas
07/01/18
Fr. Patrick O’Rourke – Transfiguration Church, Ogden, Utah
08/01/18

Sabbatical:

Fr. Timothy Pavlatos 07/01/18
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Thoughts From L.A.

The Murder of Self
By Fr. John S. Bakas

The suicides of CNN’s Anthony Bourdain, fashion designer Kate
Spade, musician Chris Cornell, whose
Trisagion was performed because he
was an Orthodox Christian, and actor
Robin Williams (among many others),
illustrate an all-too-common tragedy. The Center for Disease Control and
Prevention reported recently that nearly 45,000 people committed suicide in
the U.S. in 2016 alone and said the suicide rate in the U.S. rose by nearly 30
percent from 1999 to 2016. While the
CDC report isn’t surprising, it is sobering. If a disease saw a spike like we’ve
seen with suicides, we would deem it
an epidemic.
How do we explain the increase?
We’ve never been more educated. We
have tools of technology our parents
could not have dreamed of. We are
saturated with entertainment and recreation. Yet more people than ever
are orchestrating their own departure.
How could this be? And what can we
do?
Suicide victims battled life’s rawest contests. They often faced a mental
or physical illness and felt the peril of
mental fatigue. What you and I take
for granted, they coveted. Optimism
and hope. Confidence that all would be
well – that they would be well. Their
clouds had no silver linings. Their
storms had no rainbows. I urge you to
consider one of the great promises of
the Bible. The promise begins with this
phrase: “Weeping may last through the
night” (Ps. 30:5). This may be, but “Joy
comes with the morning” (Ps. 30:5).
Despair will not rule the day. Sorrow
will not last forever. The clouds may
eclipse the sun, but they cannot eliminate it. Night might prolong the dawn,
but it cannot defeat it. Morning comes.
Not as quickly as we want. Not as dramatically as we desire. But morning
comes, and with it joy prevails.
Hope gives the will to live. Jesus
Christ is the only sure hope. Loneliness
kills the will to live. The incubation of
problems will only produce the debilitating mildew of depression. Loneliness – including emotional isolation
– can kill the will to live. Guilt laden
Judas returned to the religious leaders
and tried to get a refund on his betrayal.
His colleagues in sin rebuffed the offer.
“What is that to us? See to it yourself”
(Matthew 27:4). It was a cold lonely
moment. Judas, left alone, couldn’t
stand it and alone he hanged himself.
The Psalmist affirmed, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble” (Psalms 46:1). When we walk
through death’s dark valley the Lord is
with us (Psalms 23). Our Lord promised, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). Galatians
6:2 and Galatians 5:5 balance personal
and corporate responsibility. Each
bears his own load but the will to bear
it is strengthened by the loving support
of others.  
The church offers the best opportunity to give this support. Bible study
classes, Christian care groups, choir

and other church groups can be life-preserving fellowship experiences. Love
overcomes loneliness and strengthens
the will to live. Self-will kills the will
to live. St. Irenaeus of Lyons stated,
“The glory of God is a human being
who is fully alive and the life of such
a person consists in beholding God.”  
Some un-Christian moralists describe
suicide as heroic.   
The person who commits suicide
puts his psychological skeleton in the
survivor’s emotional closet - he sentences the survivor to deal with many
negative feelings...to become obsessed
with the thoughts regarding his own actual or possible role in having precipitated the suicidal act or having failed to
abort it. It can be a heavy load. When
self is in control, others aren’t considered. The ego can be deadly. “He who
sows to his own flesh will from the flesh
reap corruption” (Galatians 6:8). This
describes the rule of self-will. Jesus
came to save us from ourselves. Left
alone we self-destruct. Some do it by
suicide; others by alcohol, drugs, work
- selfishness.  
Discover your real self in Jesus
Christ! Through the Church which is
the Body of Christ, St. John Chrysostom tells us, “Never separate yourself
from the Church. For nothing is stronger than the church. Your hope is the
church alone; your salvation is inside
the church only. Your refuge is the
Church.” When the self is surrendered
to Jesus it is re-born with the will to live
His abundant life. “He who sows to the
Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal
life” (Galatians 6:8). Selfishness is destructive. The self-surrendered to the
will of God willingly lives.
An old Gospel song from the Protestant tradition which weaves Orthodox meaning in its lyrics says:
“What a friend we have in Jesus
All our sins and griefs to bear
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer
Oh, what peace we often forfeit
Oh, what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer”
St. Matthew 11:28–29 reminds us
when he quotes Jesus saying, “Come
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy
laden and I will give you rest. Take my
yolk upon you and learn of Me for I am
meek and lowly in heart and ye shall
find rest unto your souls.”
Let us never despair.   For light
overcomes darkness and joy and hope
always come in the morning.

1 Cor. 6:20

For you were bought at
a price; therefore glorify
God in your body and
in your spirit, which are
God’s.
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Church History
Archbishop Meletios Metaxakis Visits America in 1918
By William H. Samonides, Ph.D.

August 2018 marks the centennial
of a landmark event in the history of the
Greek Orthodox Church in America. On
Aug. 22, 1918, Archbishop Meletios
Metaxakis, the metropolitan of Athens
and president of the Holy Synod of the
Church in Greece, arrived in New York
City.
This was not the first visit by a hierarch of the Greek Orthodox Church
to the Western Hemisphere. That distinction belongs to Dionysios Latas,
Archbishop of Zante, who visited for six
months in 1893, participating as the envoy of King George in the Parliament of
the World’s Religions at the Columbian
Exposition in Chicago.
Archbishop Meletios stayed only 81
days – from Aug. 22 to Nov. 10 – but
his mission led to the establishment of
a permanent hierarchical presence in
America.
By 1918, our Church was well established in this country. There were about
140 parishes: at least one parish in 37 of
the 48 states that comprised the United
States at that time. Communities of the
faithful had worked toward the creation
of these parishes, and the Church hierarchy in Athens and Constantinople supplied priests in response to requests they
received from America.
Since 1908, jurisdiction over the
Greek Orthodox parishes in America
had been in the hands of the Church of
Greece, but little was done to extend its
involvement in this country until June
1918.
Following the abdication of King
Constantine of Greece and the return
of Eleftherios Venizelos as head of the
Greek government, Meletios was elected Archbishop of Athens and head of the
Church of Greece. This new visionary
head of the Church of Greece began to
make plans to visit America.
In July 1918, Meletios Metaxakis
was appointed the first Synodical Exarch for the Archdiocese of America. As
Metropolitan Silas of New Jersey wrote
in a 1984 article that appeared in History

of the Greek Orthodox Church in America: “The Holy Synod of the Church of
Greece . . . approved and signed a decree
appointing the Metropolitan [Meletios]
as an exarch of the parishes in America
[and] approved that the Metropolitan .
. . personally visit the Orthodox communities in America to bless them and
strengthen them in faith, hope, and love,
. . . and to assume the responsibility of
temporarily organizing the Greek Orthodox Churches of America for the sake of
caring and responding to their needs.”
As Exarch of the Holy Synod, [Meletios
had] absolute authority to act in America
as its express representative in all that
the Holy Canons permit and demand
of the Episcopal office, on behalf of the
Body of the Church.
The voyage from France was not
without danger. World War I was still
raging, and U-boats made the Atlantic unsafe. In the decade preceding the
outbreak of war, many Greek Orthodox
priests had embarked for America. In
1916 there were 50 priests who made
the journey. In 1917, the war reduced
that number to 10.
In 1918, the ship carrying Archbishop Meletios was the only transatlantic steamship to bring Greek Orthodox
priests to American shores.
Archbishop Meletios arrived on
Aug. 22. Within days he sent a letter to
all priests in America requesting their
credentials. His first public appearance
was on Sunday, Aug. 25, at Holy Trinity
Church in New York, where he presided
at the Divine Liturgy.
The local press reported that “several thousand Greek residents of New
York thronged the church and participated with great enthusiasm in the reception of the Archbishop.” Later that
week he traveled to Washington, where
he met President Woodrow Wilson
and Secretary of State Robert Lansing.
As the head of the national church in
Greece, he understood the importance
of establishing a personal connection to
the leaders of this country.
On his second Sunday in America,
he presided at services at St. Sophia

Archdiocese News
Archbishop Holds Service for Fire Victims

WASHINGTON – Archbishop
Demetrios held a memorial service at
St. Sophia Cathedral on July 25 for the
fire victims in Eastern Attica, Greece.
The Archbishop was in Washington
at the invitation of the Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo, to participate in the firstever Ministerial to Advance Religious
Freedom, held July 24-25 at the State
Department.
The Archbishop also prayed for
the repose of the soul of Protopresbyter Spyridon Papapostolou, who was
among the fire victims and a personal
friend of the Archbishop. Fr. Spyridon
served for many years as proistamenos
of St. Nicholas Church in Halandri, a
suburb of Athens. He also had a direct
connection with St. Sophia Cathedral.
His brother Harilaos Papapostolou of
blessed memory served for many years
as its master chanter and choir leader.
Attending the memorial were Embassy of Greece First Counsellor Dimi-

trios Angelosopoulos, Archon Andrew
Manatos and others.Following the memorial trisagion the Archbishop stated:
“We conducted a memorial service for
the eternal memory and repose of the
souls of the innocent people who lost
their lives in this unprecedented fire in
Eastern Attica. We also prayed for God’s
help and comfort and solace to the families of victims. This was an event of extraordinary proportions, of speed and intensity not seen before. We understand
the great difficulties the Greek State will
face in its effort to repair, compensate
and rebuild all that was destroyed, and
in this effort, we, as the Greek Orthodox
Church here in America, are willing to
help in any way possible so that wounds
and traumas caused by this terrible disaster may heal as quickly as possible.
We believe that God will help and support the efforts to revitalize the afflicted
areas but mostly to strengthen and offer
solace to the people.”

Church. Returning to New York, a highlight of his third week in the United
States was a speech at Carnegie Hall.
More than 2,000 young Greek men assembled to hear him. He urged them,
“Do not wait to be drafted but enlist.”
Using New York City as his base,
Archbishop Meletios traveled to major
cities in the eastern half of the country,
including Pittsburgh, Chicago, and St.
Louis, where there were large concentrations of the faithful. Everywhere he
went he met not only with Greek Orthodox clerics but also with clergy of other
denominations.
He discussed with them the plight
of the Greek Christian population in
Asia Minor. He also explored the possibility of union with the Episcopalian
Church.
His American tour culminated in
Boston on Oct. 31, when special services were held mid-week at Annunciation Church. Archbishop Meletios
announced that one member of his entourage, Alexander Demoglou, bishop
of Rodostolou, would remain in America to serve as the “Synodical representative” of the Church of Greece in America, with headquarters in New York City.
Bishop Alexander would remain in this
position until 1922.
Archbishop Meletios departed
America for France on Nov. 10, the day
before the signing of the Armistice that
ended the Great War and ushered in the
beginning of a new world order. For the
Greek Orthodox Church in America, a
new order had also begun.

Archdiocese Archives Photo

Meletios Metaxakis would remain
the head of the Church of Greece until
November 1920, when the unexpected
electoral defeat of Venizelos and his
party removed both from their positions.
He returned to America in March 1921,
remaining until the end of the year. It
was during this second visit that he was
elected Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople.
As Patriarch, he would again reshape the Church in America, recognizing it as an archbishopric with Bishop
Alexander as the first Archbishop.

Encyclical

An Appeal for Greek Fire Victims

We all have learned of the devastating fires in Attica, Greece that have
claimed the lives of dozens of people,
injured many others, and destroyed
countless homes and properties. We are
filled with agony and pain as we watch
the horrifying images and hear the tragic stories coming from Greece.
On behalf of the Holy Eparchial
Synod of the Holy Archdiocese of
America we share the sorrow of our beloved people of Greece and we offer our
fervent prayers. May our merciful Lord
grant eternal life to those who perished
and courage to those who survived.
As Orthodox Christians we must
offer hope and support. Therefore, on
Sunday, July 29, 2018, we ask all of the
parishes of our Holy Archdiocese to offer a special Memorial Service for those
who have lost their lives to this tragedy.
Additionally, we ask that our parishes
take a special collection on this Sunday, July 29, and on Sunday, August 5,
dedicated to an effort to bring comfort,
aid, and hope to those whose homes and

communities have been destroyed. All
collections, either from parishes or individuals, should be sent payable to the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese (8 East
79th Street, NY, NY 10075) and designated for the Attica Fires Relief Fund.
Our prayers and our gifts of love
will assist those in need and will also be
a witness of the strong bonds of Faith
and heritage that we share with the people of Greece, especially in this time of
tragedy.
Knowing the boundless generosity
and love of you, the faithful of America,
we are confident that you will respond
most generously to this appeal to help
heal the pain of the Greek people. They
will need the assistance now and in the
future to recover from this devastating
tragedy.

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America
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In The Now

National Ministries - Dept. of Youth and Young Adults

Three Things Every Youth Worker Should Learn from Chris Pratt
By Steven Christoforou

When Chris Pratt isn’t saving the
world from rampaging dinosaurs or Malthusean supervillains, he’s handing down
some serious wisdom.
A few weeks ago, Chris Pratt received
the MTV Generation Award, which is basically a Lifetime Achievement Award.
Rather than simply offering a few
jokes, Pratt “accepted his responsibility
as an elder” and offered the next generation nine rules to live by.
Perhaps most surprising to
many, Pratt’s remarks were deeply and
faithfully Christian.
I’ve heard a lot of sermons directed
to young people. Many fall flat. Pratt’s
sermon (if I may call it that) landed in a
way many other messages to youth and
young adults don’t.
Why?
Here are three things any good youth
worker (or minister, generally) can learn
from Chris Pratt’s remarks.
1. Be Yourself
As with many people, I first saw
Chris Pratt on the hit comedy Parks &
Recreation. He played Andy Dwyer, a
silly yet earnest and good-natured man
that was a consistent highlight of the show.
Even though he’s gone on to become a Hollywood leading man, starring in movie franchises like Jurassic
Park and Guardians of the Galaxy, Pratt
retains the charm and humor that made
his portrayal of Andy Dwyer so memorable.
So, when he rose to accept the MTV
Generation Award, Pratt didn’t affect a
stiff or overly-formal persona. The man
who spoke is the man his fans have seen
for years.
He made ridiculous poop jokes that,
while sublimely silly, had a certain brute
logic to them (I intend to heed his advice
the next time I’m at a party).
Because no Chris Pratt speech
would compete without some potty humor.
Yet several of the rules on his list
touched on the transformative beauty of
living a Christian life, something that’s
also near and dear to Pratt’s heart.
He opened his list with a reminder
to breathe: because, “if you don’t, you’ll
suffocate.” Pratt then shifted gears and
went in an unexpected direction: he reminded us that we each have a soul, and
that we should “be careful with it.”
And so it went, a list that was both
incredibly funny and genuinely wise.
I would have had difficulty imagining a Christian sermon in the middle of
an MTV awards show. Yet Chris Pratt

did the unexpected. And it has the whole
world talking.
What does that mean for you?
When you’re communicating to
young people, whether one-on-one or
time a group, do likewise. Play to your
strengths. Don’t try to play a role: simply offer the talents and gifts that God
has offered you.
You may worry about capturing the
attention of young people who aren’t
particularly interested in the Gospel.
But you’re not called to simply pass on
facts, or make obsolete ideas somehow
relevant.
You’re called to be a witness.
God has placed you, a unique and
unrepeatable person with unique and
grace-filled talents, into a particular time
and particular place. You don’t need to
play a role or try to be someone you’re
not.
You simply need to be the person
that God has made you and called you to be.
2. Clarify Your Message (And Stick
to It)
In my experience, most sermons fail
because they try to do too much. Rather
than pick a single and compelling idea
(and end when that point has been conveyed), many preachers turn their message into a mess by adding, again and
again, “one more thing.”
Pratt clearly had simple point he
was trying to convey: that God is real,
that He loves us, and that this truth matters deeply in our lives.
He wasn’t diving deep into subtle
theology. He wasn’t trying to make nuanced credal points. He had a clear and
compelling idea, and he didn’t let his
words get in the way of that message.
Pratt offered 9 simple rules. Some
of them were simply jokes. Others were
truths cloaked in a silly premise. Others were transparently and unashamedly grounded in the Gospel.
Taken together, the message was
clear: do good for others because “it’s
good for your soul,” avoid being a bad
person because it’s bad for your soul,
live in the knowledge that “God is real,
God loves you, and God wants the best
for you.”
It was a clear message. It was a consistent message. And it has resonated
with millions.
What does that mean for you?
If you’re giving a sermon, decide
upon the key idea you want to preach.
If you’re leading a class or retreat, be
clear about the one thing you want participants to receive.
Your job is to focus, not on quantity,
but on quality.

You don’t help people if you burden
them with too many facts and figures
to remember. It’s better to give a person one thing that is life-giving than ten
things that fail to bear fruit.
Be crystal clear about what you
mean to communicate, and your audience will be crystal clear about what
they’re receiving from you.
3. Push Your Audience, But Do it
Wisely
Pratt’s 9 rules started with what
appeared to be a joke: remember to
breathe.
In retrospect, that rule may not have
been about simply breathing so as not
to suffocate. It may have actually been
about learning to be still and finding the
key to prayer. He then advised people to
remember that they have souls, and to
avoid being nasty. As the list progressed,
his rules developed a bit more weight,
and even challenge for his audience.
With his 4th rule, Pratt advised people to give dogs medicine by masking
it in a piece of hamburger: “they won’t
even know they’re eating medicine.” In
its own way, the entire list followed this
principle.
Pratt included some light hearted
jokes as the occasional break. And he
started small, beginning non-controversial rules before he got to deeper rules
like “God is real.”
That can be a difficult thing for
some people to hear, so he immediately
followed his confession of God’s existence with a palate-cleansing poop joke.
Rules 8 and 9 were the most challenging of all. He advised the audience
to “learn to pray,” to actually dedicate
their time to connecting with God.
And he concluded with the most
difficult rule of all: to remember that
“nobody is perfect.” In our Age of Authenticity, when we each become the
arbiters of our own truth, this can be a
difficult thing to accept. Yet Pratt dove
in, telling the audience that, “If you’re
willing to accept [your imperfection],
you will have grace.”
As he concluded his list, Pratt said
something deeply Christian: that this
grace was paid for by someone’s blood.
Though he didn’t mention Jesus by name,
he didn’t have to. The Lord loomed
large in Pratt’s sermon.
By the next day, the Internet was
already lit up with articles and blogs exploring the Christian call at the core of
Pratt’s 9 rules.
What does that mean for you?
In a world that questions the existence of sin, concepts like repentance can

be completely foreign. While John the
Baptist boldly preached this conversion

of the heart, his call would fall on many
deaf ears today.Before you say a word,
try to understand who you are speaking
to. Put yourself in their shoes and try to
see the world as they see it. Look for
points of commonality you can build
upon rather than strike directly at points
of difference.
What you say is often just as important as how you say it. Your goal isn’t to
alienate but to challenge. It’s to inspire
rather than estrange.
Choose your words wisely. Speak
with kindness and gentleness.
Speak the truth in love.
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Keeping Focus
by Melissa K. Tsongranis

From the time I was little, I’ve
loved dancing. I wanted to be a dancer.
I dreamed of gliding across the floor in
graceful flight. Although I was pretty
far from being the prima ballerina I envisioned, there was one part of dancing
that I was particularly bad at - “spotting.”
This is a technique dancers use
when they are turning. It involves moving the head so that the eyes can always
fix upon on a chosen focal point. Not
being good at this greatly limits one’s
ability to do spins. Sure, I could do
one or two but if more rotations were
required, I usually ended up dizzy and
crashing into something.
Here’s the funny thing. The same
is true today with my spiritual life.   I
can be going along nicely in a mystical “dance” - prayers, sacraments, worship, and fasting - focused on God as
I move through the day. But as life
begins to spin, faster and faster, I lose
my bearings. Suddenly my attention is
transferred to the worldly cares of dayto-day life. Without God as my focus,
these matters appear extraordinarily urgent and, at the same time, completely
overwhelming. I start to think these
tasks are necessary to diligently care
for my family, work, and home. But the
truth is, I am largely ignoring the only
thing needed.
In the tenth chapter of the Gospel of Luke, we meet Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. Martha has
welcomed Jesus into her home and
becomes, the text tells us, “distracted
with much serving.”  Mary, however, is
sitting at the feet of the Lord, attending
to His every word. This upsets Martha, who feels like she could use her
sister’s help. She complains to Jesus,
but He replies, “Martha, Martha, you
are worried and troubled about many
things. But one thing is needed, and
Mary has chosen that good part, which
will not be taken away from her.”
How often do I sit at the feet of our
Lord and attend to His every word?
How can I expect to keep Him as my
life’s center if I don’t really take time
to focus on Him daily? I may say I
don’t have time, but the fact is I am
just disoriented; crashing into all sorts
of things instead of focusing on God.
Does this sound familiar?
• I don’t have time to sit silently
with God, but I just…
• Binge-watched episodes of This
is Us because I’ve “earned” the downtime.
• Spent hours scrolling through
Facebook or playing Words with
Friends because I needed to “unwind”
after a rough day.
• Complained about being overwhelmed and had a self-pity party
where I stuffed myself with food and
drink after “sacrificing” so much.
Television,
Facebook,
video
games, food, and drink are not necessarily bad when used in moderation. But
when we use them as an escape from
the burdens of a life overwhelmed, the
food and drink are no longer healthy

and the media consumption isn’t such
a great form of recreation. Recreation
is something done for fun and as Merriam-Webster defines it, “refreshment
of strength and spirits after work.” Do
you feel refreshed after sitting catatonically for hours in front of a screen? I
sure don’t. So how do we refocus ourselves on Christ—even when we want
to withdraw from everything?
Food or Foe
The first thing we need to do is
recognize what we are doing. “I am
bingeing on Hulu because x, y, and z
happened and not because I ‘need’ or
‘deserve’ it.” Is frequently hovering
over the Instagram pages of old friends
from high school, whom you are not in
touch with, restorative?
Probably not! We need to examine
our actions and ask if they are feeding
our soul or starving it.  This takes vigilance: a watchfulness that examines
our actions to see if what we are doing
is moving us closer to or further away
from God.
Be Still
Sometimes we might be so disoriented from abusing worldly things that
we might not recognize that we are
using them to escape from, or soothe,
life. This is where the next task comes
into play, we need to be still. Sit in front
of an icon. Stand before nature. Try
to hear the Lord’s voice: “be still and
know I am God” (Psalm 46:10). Stillness should not just be physical, but
also, more importantly, mental.
Recently, when life was whirling
me round and round, and away from
God, I complained that I just wanted a
retreat to somewhere quiet for a month
to refocus myself on God. My spiritual
father wisely advised me how unrealistic this was. But he directed me to take
a certain amount of time throughout
the day to be completely still with God.
Actually, he was more prescriptive than
that but rather than share the specifics,
I would encourage you to seek spiritual
counsel to sort out what is appropriate
for you. Regardless of the details, we
all need more stillness in our lives.
Pray
So, how did it all work out? Unfortunately, I was too unsettled and
prideful to heed my spiritual father’s
instruction. I kept thinking “as soon
as I finish this project and that task, I
will find time to be still.” When you are
dizzy from the mountain of your daily
to-do list, being still can be really difficult. The number of incomplete tasks
will try to march through your mind,
disturbing your inner stillness. When
they do - and they will - lift them up to
God in prayer:
‘Lord, let me be at peace from
these worries so I may submit my life
to You.’
‘Lord, I share with you this trouble
I am facing, help me to understand that
in all things you are present and working in my life.’
‘Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
have mercy on me a sinner!’
St. Ambrose of Optina recognizes
the struggle to make prayer a part of our
life; he writes, “If you do not feel like
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praying, you have to force yourself.
The Holy Fathers say that prayer with
force is higher than prayer unforced.
The Kingdom of Heaven is taken by
force (Matthew 11:12).” We will struggle mightily to pray with consistency.
Give Thanks
Even in the secular world these
days, we hear of the power of gratitude.
I remember, years ago, hearing the story of some Christians in a concentration camp. They would gather regularly
to pray and the leader would conclude
by saying, “Thank you, Lord for the
lice you have given us.” This gratitude
confused others in the group. Finally,
they asked why he thanked God for
lice. He explained that because of their
lice, the guards wanted nothing to do
with them because they feared being
infested. Therefore, they were allowed
the freedom to pray and escaped many
of the abuses that other prisoners experienced. As St. Moses of Optina writes,
“We must give thanks for all things to
the Lord, Who has rightly given us difficulties that we may learn patience,
which is more beneficial than comforts,
and ennobles the soul.”
Going Forth
The other day I was looking at
my ridiculously long list of things that
needed doing. I started wondering what
this dizzying pace was witnessing to
my son. Do I want my child to know
me as a mother frantically rushing to
have everything perfectly organized
and anxiety ridden, trying to meet standards that will make our life look like
some HGTV production? I don’t think
so. I would like him to know a mother
who frequently pauses to be present
with God and those God has put in her
life, to be a mother who prays with him
and for him each and every day. I’d like
him to know a mother who is grateful
for her blessings as well as her challenges. Above all, I want him to know a
mother who is trying to keep her focus
on God in all things.
In conclusion, I want to mention
that it is much easier to write and reflect on focusing on God than putting
it into practice. Every day is a struggle,
but God’s grace is great despite my
stumbling through the dance.
Melissa is the associate director of
the Center for Family Care. She lives in
Tarpon Springs, Fla.

The Family Matters podcast—produced by Fr. Alex Goussetis, director of
the Center for Family Care—features
interviews, reflections, book reviews,
and narratives that will encourage dialogue and strengthen families. You can
listen to the podcast at: www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/familymatters.
Here are some recent episodes:
Inter-Christian Marriage: Ministering to the Non-Orthodox Spouse Fr
Alex Goussetis interviews Rev. Dr.
Nicholas Verdaris on the role that the
parish priest, the parish community, and
the families involved each play in ministering to those in inter-Christian marriages.
Motherhood and Orthodoxy - Fr.
Alex Goussetis talks with Dr. Carrie
Frederick Frost on liturgical, theological, and practical perspectives of the
role of motherhood in the Church.

Ministry Tool:
Elissa Bjeletich
2017 Family Ministry Conference
Orthodox writer and speaker Elissa
Bjeletich presented a remarkable keynote address on how exemplary faith
practices modeled in the home and
church community establish necessary
foundations for life-long spiritual formation. The presentation spoke to traits
promoting compatible connections
between the character of an Orthodox
Christian household and the overall
ministry of its parish.  
As a parent and religious educator,
Elissa’s presentation is grounded in a
richness of experience. While sharing
practical suggestions for cohesive education and civic outreach, she reflects,
as well, on parenting challenges during cultural shifts, the ever-growing
ubiquity of technology and, especially,
in the face of personal tragedy. In summary, the keynote speaks to the fruit of
witness when the “church of the home”
becomes a true microcosm of the one,
holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
Use this keynote to open a discussion on ministry in your parish. Visit
www.family.goarch.org   to view in
its entirety with supplemental discussion points to inspire thought and beneficial conversations.

Family Connections

is a ministry of the Center for Family Care of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
For more information about the Center’s
Ministries please contact: Phone (646) 519-6695
E-mail: familycare@goarch.org
Website: www.family.goarch.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/center for Family Care
The Center for Family Care was established with a major grant from the

Archbishop Iakovos

Leadership 100 Endowment Fund Inc.
We are grateful for its support
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St. John the Baptist Church photos

St John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Completes 35th Year
By Angeliki Constantine

DES PLAINES, Ill. - The St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival was
huge success this year with participation from parishes all over the country
and more than 800 young people taking the time to learn about their Faith
and having the boldness to speak about
it! The festival completed its 35th year
June 8-10 weekend, when the National
level took place at St. John the Baptist
Church in Des Plaines and co-hosted
with the Metropolis of Chicago.
The weekend began Friday night
with fellowship, icebreakers, and a big
game of trivia for the 18 participants
and families, who were representing the
eight metropolises and the Direct Archdiocesan District.
Saturday morning started with the
presentation of speeches, beginning
with Junior Division (grades 7-9) and
ending with the Senior Division (grades
10-12).   The speakers spoke perfectly
on a variety of topics from discussing
“The Parables” to “How can we have

religious conversations on social media in an age of trolling?” Archbishop
Demetrios and Metropolitan Nathanael
of Chicago, attended and offered words
of encouragement to every participant.
After the speeches, an award luncheon was prepared by St. John the
Baptist parishioners, who prepared an
awards luncheon.
Chicago native James Anast, the
1986 first place speaker at the National
Oratorical Festival in Dallas, offered reflections on his own experience at the
festival years before.
Fr. John Rallis and parish council President Jerry Pavlatos welcomed
the group and remarks by Archbishop
Demetrios and Metropolitan Nathanael
followed.
Chairman Presvytera Margaret
Orfanakos, announced each participant
and the rank that each person received.
Archbishop Demetrios, assisted by
Metropolitan Nathanael, and Fr. Anton
Vrame, Department of Religious Education director, distributed the awards
Finalists received a plaque recog-

nizing their participation, a certificate
personally signed by the Archbishop,
and a scholarship (which is sent to them
later) ranging from $500-$2,000 from
the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Scholarship Fund.
Additionally, they will receive a
monetary award from FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism.
After the awards ceremony the
group continued their weekend with a
tour of Downtown Chicago.  The group
truly experienced the meaning of the
Chicago’s nickname, “The Windy City”
as they traveled up and down the Chicago River on an boat cruise complete
with a tour guide and photo ops.
The 18 participants who had started off on Friday, only knowing a few
people, were completely inseparable as
they huddled together in a group, chatting, laughing, playing games and taking photos together.
The group then ate a delicious dinner on the boat and ended the night
Greek dancing through the hauntingly
beautiful, foggy sunset into the dark as

the city lights began to glisten.  
Sunday morning, the group joined
the parishioners in the pews of St. John
the Baptist for Divine Liturgy celebrated by Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan Nathanael, and several priests and
deacons.
After the service, Eleftherios Demacopoulos and Anna Thomas gave their
winning speeches for all to hear.
The parish held a luncheon for the
group followed by a program was prepared featuring performances from the
parish’s many active ministries. The
successful weekend was spearheaded
by Metropolis Chairperson Dn. Chris
Avramopoulos, along with Elaine Kakis, parish host committee chairman.
The Department of Religious Education acknowledges everyone who has
participated and supported this program
for the past 35 years and encourages all
parishes to continue supporting and encouraging their young people to learn
more about and to speak about their
Faith through this truly inspiring Archdiocese program.

National St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Finalists:
Top Finalists Junior Division
First Place:
Eleftherios Demacopoulos
Direct Archdiocesan District
St. Paraskevi Church, Greenlawn, N.Y.
.
Second Place:
Luke N. Christy
Metropolis of Chicago
Holy Apostles Church, Westchester, Ill.
Third Place:
Evan Anagnostopoulos
Metropolis of San Francisco
Prophet Elias Church, San Bernardino,
Calif.

Top Finalists Senior Division
First Place:
Anna Thomas

Metropolis of Atlanta
St. John Church, Tampa, Fla.

St. Luke Church, East Longmeadow,
Mass.

Second Place:
Anna Karos
Metropolis of Chicago
St. Mary’s Church, Minneapolis, Minn.

Theodoros Phocas
Metropolis of Denver
Transfiguration Church, Austin, Texas

Third Place:
Katherine G. Mitrelis
Metropolis of Boston
Annunciation Church, Cranston, R.I.

Honorable Mentions
Junior Division:
Elisabeth Stamatogiannakis
Metropolis of Atlanta
St. John the Divine Church, Jacksonville, Fla.
Thomas Coulouras
Metropolis of Boston

St. Demetrios Church, Merrick, N.Y.
Ruby Wynn
Metropolis of Denver
Transfiguration Church, Austin, Texas

Sophia Douglas
Metropolis of Detroit  
Annunciation Church, Memphis, Tenn.

Nathaniel Martine
Metropolis of Detroit
Holy Trinity Church, Indianapolis-Carmel, Ind.

Alexandros Mammas
Metropolis of New Jersey
St. George Church, Clifton, N.J.

Alex Argiris
Metropolis of New Jersey
St. George Church, Clifton, N.J.

Stavros Spanakis
Metropolis of Pittsburgh
Holy Trinity Church, Canton, Ohio

Gregory A. Anstine
Metropolis of Pittsburgh
Annunciation Church, York, Pa.

Senior Division:
Ekaterina Fakinos
Direct Archdiocesan District

Catherine Baxter
Metropolis of San Francisco
St. Haralambos Church, Peoria, Ariz.
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Senior Division Winner
Anna Thomas

St. John Church, Tampa, FL
Metropolis of Atlanta
Senior Division, Topic 2: Christ’s disciples made the commitment to follow
Him without knowing what the outcome
might be. What does it mean to follow
Christ today?
Have We Been Saved?
“Have you been saved?”
That was one of the first things I
was asked when I walked into my new,
Christian high school freshman year.
“Have you been saved?” I wasn’t
quite sure what the question meant, but
I assumed the answer was yes. I mean, I
am a Christian and I go to Church every
Sunday. So, yes, I guess I’m saved.
Over the course of my two years at
that high school, I found myself running
into that same question over and over
again. I wasn’t confident with saying
yes or no, so I found ways to avoid giving a direct response.
But I wanted to know. Have I been
saved?
I went to my dad for some answers.
What are they asking? What does this
mean? What do I say? He smiled, as if
he was all too familiar with the situation
I was in, and said something I will never
forget: “You have been saved, you are
being saved, and you will continue to be
saved.”
In the icon of The Ladder of Divine
Ascent, we see Christ’s followers making their way up the ladder, toward God

and the angels in heaven, one step at a
time. But, as the icon shows, the demons
are pulling them off track, forcing them
to start from the bottom again.
Our walk with Christ is just like that;
everlasting. The moment we believe we
have reached salvation is the moment
we let our pride get the best of us. And
we, consequently, start all over. Step by
step, day by day, prayer by prayer.
So, as a 17-year-old high school kid,
I’m always struggling with my faith. It’s
not an easy thing to dedicate your mind
and heart to God, and if I’m not thinking
in Christ-like ways, it’s very easy for me
to not act in Christ-like ways.
My classmates see me in the halls at
school every day with my cross around
my neck. And what do I do? I’ll yell out
a curse word or gossip about a friend,
all while I’m portraying God’s love on
my heart.
If that’s what they witness, then
they aren’t seeing the cross, they’re just
seeing jewelry. And I fall back to the
bottom of the ladder.
I was given a children’s prayer book
when I was about seven years old. And
there’s one page that has been bookmarked ever since. It says this: Just before yielding yourself off to sleep, say:
Into Thy hands, O Lord Jesus Christ my
God, I commit my spirit. Do Thou bless
me, do Thou have mercy on me and
grant me eternal life. Amen.
I try to say that prayer every night,
whether I’m at the bottom of the ladder
or rising above the next step. But my
private prayers aren’t what my classmates see. It isn’t enough to check the

prayer box off of my to-do list. Prayer
is constant. In a way, my cross holds me
accountable for my faults; for not constantly trying to act in that Christ-like
way.
The good news is that I get to keep
going. Every morning-- every minute, is
a chance to do right.
If I could summarize everything I
have learned about the Orthodox faith in
one word it would be “eternal”. Eternal
faith, eternal works, eternal awareness,
and eternal love.
Accepting Christ for who He is
alone will not save me. I can’t say the
prayer one night and be guaranteed sal-

vation. Walking with Him, walking towards Him, no matter how many times
we trip and fall-- that’s what’s saving us.
So, I’ll keep my cross on. Because
I’ve learned-- and I’m still learning, that
I can’t just abandon my faith when I
want to sin, or when I don’t want to try
anymore because I’ve said my prayer
that night. I am always a Christian. He
is always our God.
So, yes. We, as Orthodox Christians,
through constant prayer and awareness,
have been saved. We have been saved.
We are being saved. And we will continue to be saved as we grow in our faith.

things we did wrong with every intention of continuing to do those things. We
need to truly turn away from our sins in
our hearts.
When we do this, God, like the father in the parable, will be overjoyed.
As we see, he runs to greet the son, he
kills the fattest calf and throws a party.
This parable teaches us that God’s love
for us is infinite. According to Metro-

politan Kallistos Ware: “God is seeking
us far more than we are seeking Him.
God does not just come out to meet us
halfway. He comes out far more. If we
take one step towards Him, He takes a
hundred towards us.”
No matter what we do, no matter
how badly we sin, if we go to God with
regret and humility and ask for forgiveness, He will embrace us with love.

Junior Division Winner
Eleftherios Demacopoulos

St. Paraskevi Church,
Greenlawn, NY
Direct Archdiocesan District            
Junior Division, Topic 2: Choose a
parable from the Gospel of Luke and
discuss how it speaks to our contemporary life.
Two years ago, I got into a heated
argument with two of my sisters. None
of us wanted to apologize. The argument
escalated to a point where the three of us
refused to speak to each other for two
days. Eventually I realized that everybody makes mistakes and I approached
my sisters begging for forgiveness. It
was very hard to swallow my pride and
ask my sisters to forgive me, but I’m
glad I did.
The parable of the Prodigal Son is a
story about repentance and forgiveness.
A man has two sons and the younger
one decides that he wants his share of
the inheritance before his father dies. He
wants to spend it while he is young and
can enjoy gambling, drinking, and going out with friends.
By asking for his inheritance early,
the son is saying that he doesn’t want
his father in his life, he just wants his
money. He is so focused on himself and
what he wants, that he doesn’t even stop
and think about how his leaving affects
everyone else. He leaves his father and

brother to take care of the fields and do
all of the work.
The father in the story, of course,
represents God. The Prodigal Son represents all of us, our selfishness and our
rejection of God. While we may not be
literally looting our parents’ bank accounts to go out gambling and drinking,
there are many ways that we reject God
every day – for example, when we exclude others, when we gossip and judge
people, when we cheat or lie, when we
don’t prioritize going to church, when
we aren’t kind to our sisters or when we
don’t listen to our parents.
Eventually, the son realizes that he
wronged his father and he approaches
him with a heart full of repentance and
humility. “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you, and I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.”
It’s important to realize the depth of his
repentance. He’s not saying just saying,
“SORRY” in a way that clearly means
he isn’t sorry at all.
He realizes how badly he behaved.
He doesn’t think he deserves to be treated as a son.
The Bible and the lives of the saints
teach us that in order for us to receive
true forgiveness, we need to evaluate
our behavior, just as the Prodigal Son
did. The church offers us the opportunity for forgiveness through the sacrament of confession. But it’s not enough
to simply go to confession and list the
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Parish Profile
Inner-City Church, Once the Archdiocese’s Largest, Adapting to 21st Century
AT A GLANCE
Name: St. Spyridon Greek
Orthodox Church
Location: New York City
(Washington Heights)
Founded: 1931
Clergy: Fr. Nicolas Kazarian
(St. Sergious Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris and
at the Ecumenical Center in
Chambesy, Switzerland)
Size: About 125 stewards
Web: www.saintspyridon.net
E-mail: office@saintspyridon.
net
Noteworthy: Home parish
of Metropolitan Methodios
of Boston and Metropolitan
Evangelos of New Jersey
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, N.Y.
– Located in Upper Manhattan, where
the George Washington Bridge connects New York City to New Jersey,
this neighborhood of approximately
160,000 residents was settled by Greek
immigrants about 100 years ago. Irish
immigrants arrived a few years earlier
and Jews escaping persecution in Europe began arriving in the 1930s, according to a Wikipedia history.
Many notables were either raised
or lived in the neighborhood, including
opera singer Maria Callas, singer Harry
Belafonte, NY Yankee legend Lou Gerhig, former Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan, and former Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger.
Also native to Washington Heights
are George Tournaras (now Metropolitan Methodios of Boston) and Evangelos Kourounis (Metropolitan of New
Jersey) who grew up in and pastored
the parish prior to their elevation to the
episcopacy.
By the 1950s and 60s, Washington
Heights earned the nickname “Astoria of Manhattan” because of the very
large Greek community.
In the 1920s, attempts were made
to organize a parish, “Pantanassa–the
Virgin Mary,” according to a parish history. Fr. Kanellos Kanellopoulos held
services at several locations.
With the arrival of the Very Rev.
Archimandrite Vaselios Lokis in 1931,
the church was formerly organized as
St. Spyridon Church. Many of its first
members originated in Corfu (whose
patron saint is St. Spyridon), though
other places of origin include Kastoria,
Ithaca, northern Epirus, Crete and Athens.
After worshipping at various locations that included a small hall above
a theater, a room above a garage and
an auditorium offered by a neighborhood Episcopal church, the community
acquired a permanent location at 124
Wadsworth Ave., its present site, that
had been built as a Baptist church then

Orthodox Observer photo
ST. SPYRIDON CHURCH COMPLEX with the sanctuary (at right ) and the former parochial school building.

was used as a Masonic temple.
It was eventually purchased for
$50,000.
Though it endured difficult times
during the Great Depression, the parish eventually grew to 850 members by
1942, with 600 Sunday school students.
Archimandrite Lokis celebrated
the first Divine Liturgy in 1935.
During the Depression, Rev. Deacon Theodotiros Kokkinakis, who later
became Bishop of Boston, then Archbishop of Great Britain, served the parish as deacon, chantor and secretary, for
a $90-a-month salary.
A catastrophic fire destroyed the
existing building. Property was purchased next to the site and, after two
buildings were purchased adjacent to
the property, a Byzantine church complex was built.
Archimandrite Lokis returned to
serve as priest in the 1950s. His assistant was a newly ordained priest who
was raised in the parish, Fr. John Psillas.
The new church was opened in
1952 by Archbishop Michael. Fr. Lokis
died of a heart attack in 1953 and, in
1955, Fr. John Poulos was assigned and
served until the church was consecrated
in May 1958.
A parochial school was built on
part of the property, which Archbishop
Iakovos opened in April 1959 as the
Theodore P. Tsolainos-Constantine
Goulandris Parochial School, its two
great benefactors.
Archbishop Iakovos appointed
Fr. Alkiviadis Calivas as pastor, who
served until 1976, when he pursued
studies in Greece and eventually becase
a distinguished professor at HCHC.
Others who served the parish included Frs. Constantine Xanthakis,
George Matsis and Theodore Soupis.
The community became the largest in
the U.S., with over 900 members.
Social changes, including the proliferation of drugs, beginning in the
late 1960s and continuing to the 1980s
resulted in many families leaving the
neighborhood
Archbishop Iakovos named his
Archdeacon, Fr. Methodios Tournaras,
as the pastor. During his ministry, three

additional buildings located across the
street from the church were purchased
and constitute a major source of revenue for the parish.
Fr. Methodios led the 50th anniversary celebration of St. Spyridon in
1981, which was also attended by then
Gov. Hugh Carey of New York.
After Fr. Methodios’ ordination as a
bishop, Fr. John Poulos returned as pastor of eight years, followed by the Very
Rev. Chrysanthos Zois and Anastasios
Garaboa and Fr. Evangelos Kourounis.
In the 1990s, the parochial school
began offering a Pre-K program funded
by the City of New York. However, following the tenure of Fr. George Passias,
the school closed in 2016.
St. Spyridon today
Parish membership now consists of
about 125 stewards.
Fr. Nicolas was assigned as pastor
on June 1, 2017. A native of France, he
received his theological education at
St. Sergious Orthodox Theological Institute and at the Ecumenical Center in
Chambesy, Switzerland.
He was ordained a priest at
St. Stephen
Greek Orthodox
Cathedral in Paris in 2014 and served
as assistant to Metropolitan Emmanuel
of France until moving to Philadelphia
where he served as a substitute priest in
the Metropolis of New Jersey.
With the demographic changes in
the parish, there is no Greek school and
the Sunday school has an enrollment of
15 children.
“Because our group is not large, we
can focus on giving individual attention
to each child. They are all important,
and their Sunday School teachers have
strong individual relationships with all
of them,” Fr. Nicolas said.
“Once a month, I also give a children’s sermon. It is a great way to engage them in the life of the church, to
help them find what they want to do,
and most importantly to pass on the
core of our faith. It is also funny having
adults tell me they really like it because
the message is simple and more direct.
Our community also has several projects which serve St. Basil Academy.
The parish is currently finishing a
major restoration project and comple-

tion is slated for October. The public
dedication ceremony will take place
Oct. 14.
“Times have changed, and Hellenism moved out of Washington Heights
to other areas,” Fr. Nicolas continued.
“Having said that, I feel am very encouraged to see more and more young
adults and families with young children
attending our church. The neighborhood is evolving, as is our community.
After the completion of the restoration
project, the faithful are diving into an
authentic spiritual experience of the
Orthodox Church. The community is
diverse and is a powerful reminder of
the universal nature of the Gospel, and
I am very optimistic about the future
of our church. As baptized Orthodox
Christians, we all belong and are members of the body of Christ. This reality
becomes tangible through our participation in the sacraments of the Church,
especially the Eucharist, as well as by
being stewards of the Church.”
An active Philoptochos?
“Our Philoptochos is in many ways
the heart and soul of our community,”
Fr. Nicolas said. “These ladies work
tirelessly to serve the parish and manage its charity work. To give just one
example of their projects, during Great
Lent they organized a community project to prepare hygiene kits for IOCC.
The Philoptochos is the charity arm of
the community. But they also organize
the coffee hour every Sunday, they help
people in need, they raise money in different ways.
They are always present. I feel honored and humbled to work with such an
amazing team of women.”
Aside from rental income, major
revenue sources include an increasing
focus on stewardship and a small Greek
festival that takes place over three days
in November.
Fr. Nicolas describes his parish
ministry as follows: “When I first arrived, my mission among them is to
care and to inspire.
“I think these are two ways to develop not only our church ministries
but also our outreach.
“To be successful in achieving
these two goals, we need to be able to
translate the eternal experience of the
Orthodox Church into the words of today’s culture.
“To me, the issue of language is
crucial for connecting our everyday life
with the life of the Church. The difficulty is not only to understand what the
Church Fathers, for instance, said, but
also what they meant.
“There is a very rich wisdom and
revelation in the Holy Scriptures, in the
patristic texts, in the hymnography of
our Church.
“But translation is not only from
the past to the present age, it is also
from one language to another. There is
a pastoral dimension in choosing which
language (Greek and English in this
case) to use during church services.
“This is critical for the sake of being able to transmit the reality of our
faith. In other words, translation becomes a vector for tradition.”
Compiled by Jim Golding
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Metropolis News

Metropolis of San Francisco photos

Greek Village Takes Campers on Virtual Trip to Dodekanisa
er around the campfire, sing songs,
dance, share stores from mythol“Pameh Dodekanisa – Let’s Go ogy, and learn about the solar system
to the Dodecanese” was the theme through a visiting astronomer. On the
for the 2018 Our Greek Village camp,   last night, the entire camp celebrated
“To Elliniko Horio,” offered by the the conclusion of Our Greek Village
Metropolis of San Francisco. More with a glendi, complete with Greek
than 80 youth ages 8-15 gathered dancing and food that the campers had
at St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat prepared during their cooking lessons.
Center for this Greek language and “Our Greek Village is perhaps the most
cultural immersion program which innovative ministry in our Metropolis.
offered unique and creative instruc- The experience provided to the camption led by skilled educators who ers is unique in that it truly transports
shared their professional talents in them to Greece, giving them the opthis creative learning environment. portunity to learn about various reA typical day in the Horio started at 8 gions, customs and historical events,”
a.m. with campers and staff gathering stated Metropolitan Gerasimos. “It is
for the morning Orthros service under important for our children to maintain
the shade of the trees. Following a close ties to their faith and heritage,
hearty breakfast, classes and activities learn to speak the Greek language, and
the many cultural and educastarted including Greek language and respect
tional contributions of our ancestors.”
culture, music and dancing, arts and Campers also attended the Divine
crafts, and cooking. Taking advantage Liturgy at the adjacent Monastery of
of the beautiful surroundings of Saint the Theotokos the Life-Giving Spring
Nicholas Ranch, campers also enjoyed and spent time at the farm of the monarchery, canoeing, volleyball, basket- astery where they learned about garball, and swimming.
dening and growing fresh vegetables.
Special activities that focused They also received instruction on caron the Dodecanese Islands including ing for the goats and chickens, and
learning about Hippocrates, Patmos even collected freshly laid eggs from
and the cave where Saint John the the hen house.
Theologian wrote the Book of RevelaOur Greek Village campers came
tion, the story of Saint Phanourios and from Alaska, California, Colorado,
the tradition of making Phanouropita Hawaii, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Texas,
when lost items have been recovered, and Washington, D.C. A comprehenand also folk dances from Dodekanisa sive curriculum book was prepared
such as the Hasapikos, Karsilamas, to support the instruction received
and Zembekiko. As a special treat this through the week-long camp. Special
year, two Greek yiayias were at camp, thanks to the Kallins Family Founbaking fresh pastries and breads ev- dation for their longstanding support
ery day for the campers to enjoy. of this program; the Elios Charitable
Before dinner each evening, campers Foundation for their grant for the
joined in prayer at the evening Vespers textbook as well as funds their proservice. As the sun would set, it was vided for scholarships; and the Natime for Our Greek Village to gath- tional Hellenic Society which proBy Kristen Bruskas

vided a grant to be used for financial
assistance for deserving campers.
Following the motto, “It Takes a
Horio”, Our Greek Village is led by
a group of dedicated volunteers who
work diligently throughout the year
to plan this program. The leadership
team includes: Chairman Bettina Polydor Kallins, Camp Executive Director
Katerina Iconomou, Georgia Covell,
Rula Eliopulos, Tessy Tzoytzoyrakos

and Fr. Demosthenes Paraskevaides.
They each bring tremendous expertise that collectively contributes to the
overall success of Our Greek Village.
The 10th annual Our Greek Village
camp will be held June 15–22, 2019.
Plan to attend.
The theme will be Athens – Past
and Present. For more information:
www.ourgreekvillage.org or email:
ourgreekvillage@gmail.com.

SF Metropolis Philoptochos
Gives Over $170,000 in Student Aid
For more than 30 years, the Metropolis of San Francisco Philoptochos has
been providing financial assistance to
its seminarians and students through the
Bishop Anthony Philoptochos Student
Aid Endowment Fund. During the 2018
Commencement weekend at Hellenic
College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology, the Metropolis of
San Francisco Philoptochos presented a
check for over $170,000 to support the

20 students from the Metropolis of San
Francisco. Pictured (L-R): Mary Lofton (Chapter Presidents Chair), Vickie
Demos (Assistant Treasurer), Frances
Levas (HCHC Director of Development), Kevin Derrivan (HCHC Chief
Financial Officer), Jeannie Ranglas
(Metropolis Philoptochos President),
Kristen Bruskas (Metropolis Director
of Development and Communications,
and Kathy Gabriel (2nd Vice President).
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Obituaries
Bishop Iacovos
of Catania
NEW YORK – The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, the Holy Eparchial
Synod and its President, Archbishop
Demetrios, expressed deep sorrow on
the falling asleep in the Lord of Bishop
Iacovos of Catania, who passed away
peacefully Thursday, June 21 in Clearwater, Fla.
Commenting on his passing, Archbishop Demetrios of America stated:
“His Grace Bishop Iacovos of Catania, of blessed memory, with whom we
were classmates at the University of
Athens School of Theology, faithfully
served our Church for many years as a
clergyman and hierarch with devotion
and grace. May he be counted among
the saints and may his memory be eternal.”
Bishop Iacovos leaves behind a
beautiful legacy, and he will be deeply
missed by everyone who had the privilege of knowing him. He was born on
August 10, 1927, in Megara, outside of
Athens, Greece. Raised in the Orthodox
faith by his deeply pious parents, he was
inspired to enter the Priesthood. He attended and received his degree from
the University of Athens Theological
School in 1951. In 1951 he entered the
monastery of St Meletios and took the
ecclesiastical name Iacovos, in the same
year he was ordained a deacon and then
on April 26, 1952 he was ordained a
priest. A transfer to London in 1953 enabled him to study religious philosophy
in Oxford, before arriving in the United
States in 1959, where he served in parishes in Canada and New York.
His service at St. Barbara’s Church
in New York allowed him to pursue his
studies even further. He was awarded
his Master’s in Philosophy from Columbia University in 1963, and ordained as
Bishop of Catania on May 21, 1967, at
the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral in New York by Archbishop Iakovos. Shortly after (November 1967) he
was assigned to the newly established
Diocese of Houston (Eighth Archdiocesan District) and in January 1970
Archbishop Iacovos assigned him to the
Diocese of Buenos Aires (Tenth Archdiocesan District). Beginning in 1973 he
was assigned the Diocese of Charlotte,
which later became the Diocese of Atlanta (now the Metropolis of Atlanta).
His late brother, Vasilios Pililis, and
his sister Kleoniki Pililis predeceased
him and he is survived by his sister, Maria Papanicholaou, and many cherished
nieces and nephews.
The funeral service took place Monday, June 25 at St. Nicholas Cathedral
in Tarpon Springs Fla., following the
Divine Liturgy. Metropolitan Alexios
of Atlanta presided at the services and
represented Archbishop Demetrios and
the Holy Eparchial Synod.

Correction
Archangel MIchael Church in Port
Washington, N.Y.,  hosted the recent Direct Archdiocesan District Clergy-Laity
Assembly on March 3. On Page 23 of the
above-captioned issue, under “Metropolis News”, there is a photo taken during
the Philoptochos meeting. However the
caption under the photo indicates that
this meeting was held at the “Church of
the Resurrection in Port Washington....”.
It was held at the Archangel Michael
Church in Port Washington

Metropolis News

HCHC

Washington D.C. Parish
to Celebrate Centennial

Hellenic College
Holy Cross Names
Interim Deans

WASHINGTON – Sts. Constantine and Helen, with Fr. Michael
J. Eaccarino and Deacon Nikolas
Delaveris, is celebrating her Centennial this year.
Many activities have been held
throughout the year, beginning with
a New Year’s Eve Dinner Dance, the
commencement for the year’s activities, a Philoptochos Cruise down
the Potomac River, an Aficiando
Networking Evening, and a Young
Adult League Dance. An upcoming
event will be a Golf Tournament,
and a Bridal Gown Tea featuring 100
hundred years of our parish’s bridal
gowns. A new cookbook including
recipes from our community and our
Festival Committee, as well as a new
parish directory is in the works.
Culminating our Centennial
Year of Celebrations on Nov. 2-4,
will be a weekend of festivities and
prayerfulness.
On Friday, Nov. 2., the parish will hold a “Remember the
Past.......”. Everyone will have the
opportunity to gather and reminisce
about years gone by. We will have
artifacts and archives from 100 years

of parish life.
On Nov. 3, the community will
celebrate with honored guests and
Archbishop Demetrios at a banquet
to be held at the Bethesda Marriott in
Bethesda, Md.
This evening will be a celebration and remembrance of 100 years
of being a vibrant parish in the Washington D.C. community. A commemorative album is being created,
to memorialize our past parishioners
and to celebrate our current parishioners. We welcome everyone to attend.
Sunday, Nov. 5 will see the Hierarchical Liturgy celebrated with
our community and hierarchs of the
church, as well as a memorial service
for those that have passed on.
The Philoptochos will host a reception following those services.
Sts. Constantine and Helen welcomes everyone to attend the weekend’s activities, as we “Remember
the Past and Celebrate our Future”.
Please join us on this journey, we
welcome you!
For more information, log on to:
www.schgocdc.org.

NY Cathedral Names New Head of School
NEW YORK, — Holy Trinity
Cathedral School Board has named
George Papayannis, an award-winning
leader in the Boston Public School
district and former adjunct professor
of environmental science at Hellenic
College as the new Head of School.
In 11 years with the Boston district, he had taken on roles with increasing scope and responsibility,
from science and engineering teacher,
to team leader, to evaluator and instructional coach. Prior to working in
schools, George was assistant executive director of the ACE Mentor Program, where he managed operations
for the New York and Garden City
programs.
Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos, chairman of the Search Committee and Cathedral School parent,
said he believes “George brings innovative, dynamic and creative approaches to our beloved Cathedral
School which are deeply rooted in
the principles of academic excellence
and the Hellenic Orthodox phronema,
which has defined his life. I have witnessed this not only from my conversations with George and his wife, but
also with his peers who have worked
closely with him in education and in
the Church.”
George holds a BS in Architectural
Engineering from Drexel University,
magna cum laude, an MA in Secondary School Science Education from
Teachers College, Columbia University, and an EdM in School Leadership
from the Harvard Graduate School of
Education. He holds principal licenses
in Massachusetts for grades PreK-12,
and teaching licenses in Massachu-

setts, New York, and Colorado
George is a trustee, overseer, and
chair of The Innovators at the Museum
of Science in Boston. “He has a keen
understanding of how to maximize
the efforts of all committee members
and build off of their strengths,” said
Michael Grace, Director of the Annual Fund for the Museum of Science.
“George is the type of volunteer that
development professionals dream of
— he is the quintessential Museum
ambassador, a strong leader within the
Museum community.

BROOKLINE, Mass. – Hellenic
College Holy Cross has announced the
appointment of Dr. Bruce Beck as interim dean of Hellenic College and the Rev.
Dr. Thomas FitzGerald as interim dean
of Holy Cross. These appointments, effective July 1, allow a seamless transition
of leadership for both schools and make
possible a careful, comprehensive search
over the next year for permanent successors to Dean Katos and Dean Skedros.
Dr. Beck is Director of the Religious
Studies program at Hellenic College, Assistant Professor of New Testament at
Holy Cross, and Director of the Pappas
Patristic Institute.
Fr. FitzGerald, an alumnus and
past Dean of Holy Cross, is Professor of
Church History and Historical Theology.
He has also represented the Ecumenical
Patriarchate at numerous ecumenical
dialogues and interfaith discussions over
many years.

Fr. Pentiuc Named
to Endowed Chair
BROOKLINE, Mass. – The Rev.
Dr. Eugen J. Pentiuc has been

appointed the first Archbishop Demetrios Professor of Biblical Studies and
Christian Origins at Holy Cross School
of Theology, effective July 1.
The Jaharis Family Foundation has
funded the position in honor of Archbishop Demetrios, providing resources
for the teaching of biblical studies and
the promotion of research and scholarship in this field.
Fr. Pentiuc joined the Holy Cross
faculty in 1998 and became a tenured
professor of Old Testament and Hebrew
in 2009. He is a prolific author currently
under contract with Oxford University
Press for a book titled Hearing and Seeing the Scriptures: Liturgical Exegesis
of the Old Testament in Eastern Orthodox Tradition.

Books
Archbishop Book Translated into Serbian
The book The Fathers Interpret,
authored by Archbishop Demetrios,  
has been translated into Serbian and
recently published.
The new translation, which offers
six original brief studies he wrote in
English on Patristic Biblical Exegesis,
has been published by Sebastian Press
under the direction of Bishop Maxim
of the Western American Diocese
(Serbian Orthodox Church) and will
make this invaluable work available
to Serbian readers.
It contains studies on Hippolytus
of Rome, John Chrysostom, Theodoret of Cyrus, Ignatius of Antioch and
Justin Martyr. Another of the Archbishop’s books, Authority and Passion, was also translated into Russian
in 2012.
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44th Clergy-Laity Congress

Translation of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew’s CL-Congress Message

Your Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America, exarch of the Atlantic
and Pacific Oceans, our dear brother
and concelebrant in the Holy Spirit,
Your Eminences and Graces brethren
metropolitans and bishops, reverend
clergy, honorable parish and community representatives, esteemed Archons
of the Mother Church, representatives
of major institutions of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and all
participants comprising this 44th Clergy-Laity Congress: Grace be unto you
and peace from God the Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the sanctification
of the All-Holy Spirit, together with our
loving Patriarchal blessing and prayer.
In a world trapped by many impasses, “when the time had fully come”
(Gal. 4:4), goodwill proceeded from
heaven through the son and Word of
God, Who assumed flesh, in an act of
extreme philanthropy, showing us the
Father and saving us from the fatal journey towards death through His Passion
on the Cross and Resurrection. Until
the second coming of the Lord, life in
Christ provided the characteristics of
faith, hope and love, of which, ultimately, only “the greatest of these, love,”
remains an absolute and indisputable
expression of our “face to face” (1 Cor.
13:12) communion with God.
In the Church’s earthly journey,
though, until that cherished time, we
journey in faith and with faith, declaring our steady and steadfast destination
toward the encounter with our hearts’
Beloved, our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ. We Christians are “the ones
who believe” (see 2 Thess. 1:10). Faith
is, as aptly said. “a challenge, gift, talent, struggle and product of ‘sensory
discipline’” (cf.Heb. 5:14), a “dynamic
experience ,” not a “static assurance.” It
is constantly tested; it is perfected at a
moment when everything appears impossible; it is fulfilled at a time of fertile
doubt; and, it culminates – with God’s
inexpressible goodwill – in moments
of temptation. In no way does it constitute an opportunity for idle rest and
illusory or sentimental relations with
God; but on the contrary, it encourages
us to expend ourselves for the sake of
the Church and Gospel to our last ounce
of strength and blood, captivating our
desire and guiding in faith and through
faith to love. Finally, faith in Christ is
never experienced without personal
spiritual struggled and Christian labor;
instead, it raises our hands in supplication and prayer toward God, even as at
that very moment we are completely
convinced that our entire struggle begins with God, is extended toward our
neighbor as love, is blessed and returned
to God in glorification, just as we witnessed and touched in His earthly life
and were taught in the gospel words of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Commander

and perfecter of our faith.
Sadly, we often ascertain that this
sacred understanding of faith is greatly
challenged and arbitrarily interpreted by
various trends in the spiritual life, ending up either as individualistic spirituality and indifference for the ecclesiastical
community, or as a tool of fundamentalists who use faith selfishly to impose
themselves to others. By contrast, authentic faith according to Christ generates creative powers and bears fruit in
the lives of the faithful and in society.
Faith is union with God and simultaneously union with our neighbor through
“love from a pure heart.” (1 Tim. 1:5).
Faith and love comprise an integral existential reality in the life of the Church,
which constitutes the “miracle of the
New” in the world.
The Mother Church of Constantinople – of which the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, together with
its Metropolises in the United States,
form a select Eparchy – has an inviolable obligation at all times and on every
occasion to minister to Christ’s Truth
that bears no innovation, as well as to
promote and teach the genuine and unadulterated ecclesiastical ethos. At the
Phanar, we learned how to walk and
experience the Mystery of the Church
in accordance to the faith transmitted
to us by the Fathers, who preceded us
in the practice of this God-given virtue.
The faith of the Phanar and of its vigilant guardians of our ancestral tradition
essentially constitutes a silent prayer of
the heart, but at the same time a struggle,
everywhere and always, for the witness
of Christ, the Resurrection and the expectation of the “Kingdom of all.” The
miracle of faith constitutes the core of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s witness,
as well as the continuous and timeless
desideratum, the “charming mystery”
and the “foundation of love,” especially
in times when even miracles resemble
utopia to minds enslaved to rationalism.
This is why we fraternally congratulate Your Eminence, beloved
Archbishop Demetrios of America, for
selecting at such a critical moment in
the journey of this Eparchy, which, the
Mother Church entrusted to you with
propitious hopes, a topic that is particularly fruitful for theological discussion, but also for practical application
in the life of our God-fearing faithful.
For faith without visible application and
actualization in the daily arena is more
like a philosophical attitude, a theoretical approach, but not a gift of divine
Grace, such as faith that is authentic.
Everything brought into the Church as
if belonging to it, that is unable to find
fertile ground in our spiritual and broader lives, is either wrongfully expressed
or not derived from the Church, since
the Church’s teaching is a way of life,
a relationship, a life-giving communion

with the Son and Word of God, who was
incarnate our of love for the world.
As Patriarch of the faithful in
America as well as throughout the sacred canonical jurisdiction of the Holy
and Great Church of Christ, we cannot
conceal our earnest concern for the unfortunate occurrences in this Eparchy of
our Throne.
We are not indifferent to these, but
as we have been taught by God’ mercy,
we are confident in a favorable outlook
and better days, exercising our holy
faith with discernment and patience,
while standing with the holy clergy
and the people of God, who – respectfully, lovingly, devotedly and gratefully
– know how to relate to their Mother
Church, which caringly and compassionately nurtures and protects their
spiritual struggles and ecclesiastical integrity, while constituting a safety valve

for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America.
Therefore, from the martyric
Phanar, this unwavering workshop
of authentic faith in Christ, of “faith
through love,” (Gal. 5:6) through our
beloved representatives, the most reverend Metropolitans Apostolos of Derkoi
and Maximos of Selymbria, we bless
the deliberations of this Clergy-Laity
Congress of the Holy Archdiocese of
America and wish you every godly
success and decisions grounded in Orthodox ecclesial tradition towards the
healing of any aggrieved consciences
and the relief of the Mother Church,
which rejoices in seeing her children always journeying in faith, unity and love,
for the glory of the Triune God, whose
Grace and abundant mercy we pray
with be with all of you.
Peace be with you and with us!

Archdiocese News
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Saint Photios National Shrine Director Polly Hillier (right) with assistants.

St. Photios Celebration Marks 250th
Anniversary of Greek Landing Day
By Polly Hillier

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla.  – Rev. Dr.
Nicholas G. Louh and Mayor Nancy
Shaver participated in the final day of
celebration for the 250th anniversary of
Greek Landing Day held at St. Photios
Shrine on June 26.
The event concluded the year-long
commemoration, which began June,
2017 on board the Victory III Harbor
Cruise.
Dr. Kathleen Deegan, University of
Florida archeology team leader in the
1977 excavation of the Shrine, presented that project to visiting Cuban marine
archaeologists in August.
The Federation of Hellenic American Educators convened in St. Augustine for a special weekend ceremony
honoring the memory of colonist Ioannis Ioannopolis in November.
The import of the 250th resonated
through the writings of the essays submitted by teenagers of our holy Archdiocese and in February, over 200 people
participated in the National Shrine Pilgrimage weekend.
Greek Week, hosted by the Philoptochos of St. John the Divine, included a
glendi, three lectures and a re-enactment
saunter in May. The Shrine, with sister
organizations of St. Augustine joined

the city of New Smyrna in their official
250th celebration. “A Stroll Through
History” was sponsored by the Volusia
County Historical Society at the Old
Fort Park in New Smyrna Beach.
Archbishop Demetrios, primate
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America wrote: “This is our inheritance as Greek Orthodox Christians in
this country as we look to both the witness of Saint Photios and of the early
Greek immigrants and settlers who persevered. They are among the cloud of
witnesses, together with generations of
our fathers and mothers who followed
them and who endured the challenges
and sorrow of leaving their homeland to
find opportunity here in America. We
are strengthened by their courage. We
are inspired by their faith. Through our
remembrance of their plight and their
sacrifice, we are renewed by the grace
of our Lord to face the challenges and
trials of our contemporary world. As we
honor the blessed memory of our Greek
ancestors who came to this land so long
ago, and as we show our support for our
Saint Photios National Shrine, may our
minds reflect on their witness and our
hearts be filled with the love of God, a
true love that bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, and endures
all things. (I Corinthians 13:7)”
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Order by check with the order form and send it to:
St. George Philoptochos Society
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Ocean, NJ 07712

2018 YEARBOOK
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
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Metropolis & Parish listings,
Archdiocese Departmental and
Institutions information and
other valuable resources.

or call Errie at 732.241.0091 or
Email: philoptochos.mail@philoptochosoceannj.org
Compiled and published
by St. George Philoptochos
of Asbury Park/ Ocean, NJ.
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greek orthodox

ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΟΡΘΟ

archdiocese of

ΔΟΞΟΣ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟ

Name: _________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________

OPERA AUDITIONS

or send a check to Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Dept. of Communications, 8 East 79 Street, NY, NY 10075

REAL ESTATE

You can find us on Facebook

CALL NOW ( 516) 931-2333
PROPERTIES FOR SALE
MARATHON, GREECE
Appx. 4+ acres, minutes to beach.
For more details,
Email: 1967logan@gmail.com
Beach Condo in Loutraki, Greece

New Retail website
TRANSLATIONS ALL MAJOR LANGUAGES
AND GREEK
If you’re looking for:
- Professional, accurate,
certified and
reasonably priced translations
- Greek power of attorney and
certificate translations
- Help w/ Dual Citizenship Applications
and US Immigration Matters
Call 1-844 954 6467 or
email: info@worldlingos.com

Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all events visit
www.panagos.com

All Voice Categories ages 24-30
Arias from Bizets Carmen
sung in French
Send CD by Sept. 15 to:

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Dimitrios

New Opera Auditions
Singers of Hellenic Origin

Sophia
2352 17th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98144
ph: (206) 324-7736

Only $18 + $6 S&H

Call 212.774.0244
to purchase your copy with a credit card

Address: _______________________________________
City: _________________ State:______ Zip: _________

america

ΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ

One hour from Athens, close to ancient
city of Korinthos, connected to the Athens
International Airport by the bus
or Proastiakos train.
37 sq.m., second floor condo in excellent
condition, two blocks from the beach, and
in the center of town.
Condo opens to a central hallway - on the
left, one bedroom and one living room,
each with air-condition and opening to a
balcony overlooking street, straight ahead a
kitchen with a balcony overlooking courtyard, and on the right a full bathroom with
window.
Both balconies have tents, kitchen includes
electric oven and fridge, and bathroom
includes washing machine. Loutraki renowned in Greece as vibrant beach town
with boardwalk, cafes, restaurants, hotels,
casino, and beautiful ocean sunsets.
Condo has 6 sq.m. storage unit
on first floor.
Price: EUR 60,000 or USD 78,000
For information please contact john.
ck.pappas@gmail.com or
call 703-827-5435.

Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify the
information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise specifically
indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER has
no affiliation with any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in,
described on or printed, and it makes no
representations or warranties whatsoever
with regard to those organizations or any
other organization, entity or person. The
ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the
right to edit, categorize, revise, or refuse
any display or classified advertisement.
In addition, the ORTHODOX OBSERVER
has the right to terminate any ad at any
time for any reason. Parties posting ads
are responsible for the accuracy and
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX
OBSERVER will not be liable for any damages arising out of errors or omissions. The
ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be held
liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.
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44th CLC - Choir Federation
National Forum Convenes Its 42nd Annual Meeting
By Vicki Pappas

The National Forum of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians engaged
in a full week of activities during this
year’s Clergy-Laity Congress. They
worshipped, they performed, they introduced new materials, and they discussed
vital issues related to their ministry as
the church music resource of the Archdiocese. The beginning of the week was
filled with hymns and songs.
National Forum members joined
the Annunciation Cathedral of Boston’s
Choir, under the direction of Archon
Constantine Limberakis, the Cathedral’s
director of music, to present the hymns
of the Divine Liturgy with the assembled hierarchs, clergy, and worshippers.
Likewise, on Monday morning, they assisted Archbishop Demetrios with the
Clergy-Laity Congress opening, singing
the Doxology and other hymns, under
the direction of Lucy Pappadakes, choir
director at Holy Trinity Church in Charlotte, N.C.
The National Forum hosted its own
event on Sunday evening, the Church
Music Reception which was attended
by Archbishop Demetrios, the hierarchs, and other invited guests who support church music.
Under the direction of Fotini Nichols, music director of the Annunciation
Cathedral in Baltimore, the musicians
performed a short program of hymns
written by early church music composers. The program included a Cherubic
Hymn by Athan P. Theodorides, We
Praise You (Se Imnoumen) by Nicholas
Roubanis, and Ti Ipermacho by Presvytera Anna Gallos.
The reception also featured the announcement of the 2018 recipients of
the St. Romanos Medallion for Exemplary Contributions to Church Music
at the Archdiocesan Level: Athan P.
Theodorides of Buffalo and Baltimore
(posthumously); George Theodossiou
of Boston; and National Chairman Maria Keritsis of Richmond, Virginia.
The Fourth of July found the National Forum members presenting a Prayer
Service with Archbishop Demetrios for
the congress delegates, followed by a
spirited series of patriotic songs accom-

GOA/D.Panagos photo

panied by a brass ensemble, narrated by
George Theodossiou, and conducted by
Archon Constantine Limberakis. At the
conclusion of the performance, amidst
a standing ovation, Archbishop Demetrious exclaimed, “This is the day for
BRASS!”
During their business meetings,
the National Forum members unveiled
some prominent new publications that
have resulted from our Holy Synod’s
promulgation of a new standard English
translation for the Divine Liturgy.
One product was the Divine Liturgy Hymnal, in conjunction with the
Department of Religious Education and
supported in part by Leadership 100.
Another product is the updated version
of the Church School instructional series, Hymns of the Orthodox Church,
to include the same hymn melodies and
texts that are found in the Hymnal. Development of this series was also supported in part by Leadership 100.
Finally, to assist choirs in the transition to the new English, the Forum is
publishing two liturgical music settings,
a companion to the Hymnal by Kevin
Lawrence and a resetting of the Greek
choral settings by Nicholas Roubanis

into the new English.
To make congress delegates aware
of these new resources, the National
Forum hosted a workshop on Monday
evening, well attended by clergy, delegates, and church musicians, to share
information about these new resources
for parishes.
Other administrative activities of
the Forum during the week included
meetings of its committees, including Assistance to Choirs and Parishes,
Youth Initiatives, Byzantine Chant,
Church Music Institutes, Publications,

Public Relations and Awards, Administration, and Finance.
The Forum also awarded two small
grants, one to Eikona for publication of
their new Paraklesis CD and another
to the AGES Initiative to enhance the
Greek hymn offerings within their system.
Delegates returned to their Metropolis Church Music Federations and their
local parishes enthused, armed with
new materials and ideas, and carrying a
strong identity of and for their national
organization.

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Former National Chairman Vicki Pappas announces National Chairman Maria Keritsis as one of the 2018
recipients of the St. Romanos Medallion for Exemplary Archdiocesan Service in Church Music. Another
2018 recipient is George Theodossiou, middle, flanked by Archdeacon Panteleimon and Peter Vatsures,
past Medallion recipients.

GOA/D.Panagos photo
National Forum members entertain guests at their Church Music Reception. The choir sang music written
by Athan Theodorides, posthumously awarded the St. Romanos Medallion this year, Nicholas Roubanis,
and Presvytera Anna Gallos. Fotini Nichols from Baltimore MD directed the group.
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GOA/D.Panagos photo
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony officially opens the Exhibit Hall. (from left) Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, honorary Chairman Arthur Anton, , Peter Bassett, Argyris
Vassilious, Metropolitans Apostolos of Derkon, Maximos of Selyvria, Methodios of Boston, Archbishop Demetrios, Michael Sophocles and Metropolitan Savas.

The Exhibit Hall featured some 58 exhibitors from the U.S., Canada and Greece,
offering church supplies, vestments, Orthodox books, iconography, Hellenic
imports and information about various Archdiocese ministries. Below photo –
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane shares stories of Pontos with young Pontians of
Massachusetts.

Orthodox Observer photos

