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ties of the Archdiocese across the country, many of which have celebrated
and continue to celebrate centennial
anniversaries, thus demonstrating their
vitality and growth in the faith. This is
the promising reality of the Archdiocese
and you can see it in the radiant faces
of our children across the country, he
said. The Archbishop acknowledged
the painful conditions in some financial
aspects in the life of the Archdiocese; he
said that the situation is many times intentionally or unintentionally distorted
by an amazing number of misunderstandings and inaccuracies, as people in
this post-truth era, rush to express and
disseminate falsehoods and baseless
opinions but not precise data. This is a
painful situation for people of truth and
precision, said the Archbishop.
Concluding and paraphrasing Saint
Paul, the Archbishop said that there is
a great and open door, an opportunity
for productive work in the Lord, even if
the opponents are many; and added that
when faced with all this adversity we
are victorious through Him who loved
us.
The Vice President of the Archdiocesan Council George S. Tsandikos,
in his introductory remarks said that
the challenges of the financial crisis have come to an end. He also said
that everyone is working hard towards
the completion of St. Nicholas. We are
united and we stand with our beloved
Archbishop, he added. Furthermore,
Mr. Tsandikos said that the people in
the Church will remain united and not
be deterred by any distraction. He urged
the members of the Council to share the
truth and, through the truth of the Risen
Lord and the unifying message of His
Resurrection, remain united and rejoice.

PITTSBURGH – On May 4,
Elaine Allen, chairman of the Standing Audit Committee of the Archdiocesan Council, of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
announced the substantial completion of Phase 1 of the St. Nicholas
Special Investigative Committee’s
(SIC) investigation into the management and finances of the St. Nicholas
Church and National Shrine project.
The SIC has received PricewaterhouseCoopers’ (PwC) Phase 1 draft
report and is expected to announce
its findings to the Executive Committee of the Archdiocesan Council
imminently.
Among key findings from Phase
1, the amount owed by the Archdiocese to St. Nicholas has been confirmed to be less than $3.7 million,
with the exact dollar figure to be finalized in the coming weeks. Moreover, the review found that all other
monies raised to fund the St. Nicholas project are accounted for, and that
the expenditure of these funds was
consistent with donor restrictions.
As a result of the aggressive
financial restructuring efforts undertaken by the Archdiocese over
the last year, led by Treasurer Mike
Psaros, the Archdiocese has already
repaid $1million of the pending total
amount it owes to St. Nicholas, and
will voluntarily pay interest on the
full amount owed to the project. The
Archdiocese will also make a voluntary contribution of $670,000 to St.
Nicholas. This amount represents the
full amount of unrestricted investment returns generated on donations
from 2001–12.
Finally, Ms. Allen announced
that the Archdiocese will repay its
debt to St. Nicholas with interest.
The amount of the interest payment
will be confirmed following the
SIC’s completion of the findings report, which will include the finalized
amount owed by the Archdiocese to
St. Nicholas.
Phase 2 of the SIC’s investigation is also being conducted by PwC.
The work is ongoing and includes a
review of the St. Nicholas project’s
baseline costs and cost increases,
a review of design changes, and an
analysis of vendor payments with the
goal of identifying potential non-disclosed relationships between the St.
Nicholas project management team
and vendors paid with St. Nicholas
funds. The SIC’s findings report is
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HCHC Commencement

St. Nicholas Shrine project

Centennials

After a hiatus of a few months, construction is hoped to resume in the not-too-distant-future on completion of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine at the World Trade Center, according to
Archdiocese officials. On April 23, visiting HCHC Seminarians (upper part of circle) gathered in front of the
future church where Andrew Veniopoulos briefed the group about the project. The visit was part of their
orientation trip to Archdiocese headquarters. A plastic covering protects the building from the elements.
(Related photos page 10).
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Arch. Council Meets in Pittsburgh
By Stavros H. Papagermanos

PITTSBURGH – The Archdiocesan Council of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America held its regularly scheduled spring meeting in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, May 3-4, 2018,
under the chairmanship of His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America.
The work began with the individual
meetings of the council committees on
Thursday, May 3. They included those
on Finance, Administration, Audit,
Marriage and Family, StewardshipOutreach and Evangelism, Religious
Education, Youth and Young Adult
Ministry, Communications and Information Technology.
The Archdiocesan Council began
its plenary session the morning of Friday, May 4.
Present at the plenary meeting were
the members of the Holy Eparchial
Synod, Metropolitans Methodios of
Boston, Nicholas of Detroit, Savas of
Pittsburgh, and Nathanael of Chicago.
Also in attendance were the Chancellor
of the Archdiocese His Grace Bishop
Andonios of Phasiane, and the Chancellor of the Metropolis of San Francisco
His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medea.
Archbishop Demetrios opened the
session with a prayer and the chanting
of the hymn of the Resurrection “Christos Anesti.” In his opening remarks he
expressed his gratitude to the members
of the Council and the Metropolitans of
the Holy Eparchial Synod, who work
hard every day and contribute their
time and talent to the sacred work of
the Church, as it went through turbulent
times.
Archbishop Demetrios talked about
the flourishing parishes and communi-
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Archives
212.570.3517
ncalles@goarch.org
Communications
212.774.0244
communications@goarch.org
Greek Education
212.774.0233
greekeducation@goarch.org
Internet Ministries
646.519.6690
internet@goarch.org
Inter–Orthodox, Ecumenical
and Interfaith Relations
212.570.3593
ecumenical@goarch.org
Ionian Village
212.570.3538
ionianvillage@goarch.org
Center for Family Care
845.424.8175
familycare@goarch.org
Public Affairs
212.774.0400
fralex@goarch.org
Registry
212.570.3558
frchrysostom@goarch.org
Religious Education
646.519.6300
religioused@goarch.org
Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism
646.519.6160
stewardship@goarch.org
Youth and Young Adult Ministries
646.519.6780
y2am@goarch.org
Office of Development
212.774.0277
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Following the roll call, by Archdiocesan
Council Secretary Cathy Walsh, a quorum was declared. Archbishop Demetrios paid a special tribute to Archdiocesan
Council member Arthur Anton, for his
long service and impeccable attendance
record. The council members responded
with applause and a standing ovation.
Lou Kircos, chairman of the Finance Committee, presented the treasurer’ s report. Archdiocesan Council Treasurer, Michael Psaros who attended the
meetings the previous day, was unable
to attend the plenary. Mr Kircos said
that it is time to move forward and put
the financial crisis behind us and also to
make sure that it does not happen again.
He said there are many signs of
progress in the finances. He reported
that many parishes have prepaid their
total commitment helping the Archdiocese in these difficult times. Mr. Kircos said that the financial stability was
mainly achieved due to cuts to the tune
of $8.3 million. He reported that the
Archdiocese was able to repay one million dollars back to the Saint Nicholas
account from which it had previously
borrowed to cover operational costs.
Lou Kircos informed the Council
that the Archdiocese is seeking a loan
from a bank, which will allow for swift
repayment of the balance owed to the St.
Nicholas account and payment of other
outstanding obligations. The Archdiocesan Council, following discussion,
expressed the sense of the body to fully
support the action of obtaining the loan.
Moreover, the Chairman of the Finance Committee praised the “Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund,” that has been incredibly
supportive especially during this last
critical period.
Mr. Kircos continued with the report of the Finance Committee and the
proposed budgets for 2019-20. There
were extensive discussions on the budget and the anticipated increases in insurance and other inflationary costs.
Cathy Walsh gave a report on the
legal challenges facing the Archdiocese.
She noted that for many years the work
of the legal committee and legal counsel
for the Archdiocese has been provided
completely pro bono, something that
cannot be sustained with just volunteers.
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Elaine Allen, chair of the Audit
Committee, said that the work of the
committee has been an experience of
love for the Church and the Archdiocese
and its members are committed to transparency and accountability in balance
with the realities of litigation. She said
that all the changes being implemented
at the Archdiocese level have to cascade
down to all other levels of the church,
the Metropolises and the parishes.
Mrs. Allen, first reported on the
work of St. Nicholas Special Investigative Committee. (see Press Release, Update on St. Nicholas Investigation). She
said that the amount owed by the Archdiocese to St. Nicholas is less than $3.7
million and $1 million has already been
returned, while the remainder is expected to be returned soon, and it will all be
paid back with interest. This is behind
us, and now is the time to look forward,
she said. From the presentations and the
discussion that followed it became apparent that there was no criminal activity or fraud related to St Nicholas.
Steven Christoforou, director of
Youth and Young Adult Ministries, of-
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fered an overview of the new Policies
for the Safety of Youth and Children.
Designed to take the place of the existing Youth Protection Manual, which
only applies to camps and retreats, the
Policies will apply youth safety principles to all youth work across the Archdiocese.
Constantine Carras, chairman of the
Administration Committee, presented a
number of amendments and modifications to the Archdiocese regulations and
extensive discussion followed.
Archbishop Demetrios in his closing remarks said that this was a very
good and substantive meeting. His
Eminence echoed the convictions of all
the members, as expressed throughout
the meeting, and said that despite all
the attacks, the misinformation and the
negativity, the rebuilding of St. Nicholas
has to resume as soon as possible and
be completed as soon as possible. The
Archbishop also urged the members
to do whatever they can for the greatest possible participation of all parishes
across the country in the 44th Clergy
Laity Congress in Boston.

Psalm 37:3

Trust in the Lord and do good…
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Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
2018 Proposed Budget*
*Subject to revision and approval by the Clergy-Laity Congress
Revenue
• Parish Total Commitment Program - $22,000,000
• Less: Metropolis Incentive Programs - ($800,000)
• Foundation Grant - $1,200,000
• Sale of Donated Property - $350,000
Total Revenues - $22,750,000
Uses
• Ecumenical Patriarchate - $1,000,000
• Holy Cross/Hellenic College - $1,000,000
• Metropolis Payroll, Payroll Tax, and Beneﬁts - $5,790,000
• Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops - $10,000
GOA Ministries/Departments/Offices
• Administration & General Services - $438,400
• Clergy-Laity Congress (net of revenue of $800,000) - $150,000
• Communications (net of revenue of $240,000) - $275,000
• Correspondence - $186,600
• Ecumenical - $447,400
• Eparchial Synod and Archives - $294,800
• Marriage and Family-Center for Family Care (net revenue of $22,000
and inclusive of 2017 Grants of $300,000 being used this year) - $750,000
• Finance - $645,000
• Greek Education (net of $55,000 revenue) - $240,800
• Information Technology $880,600
• Internet Ministries (net of revenue of $55,000) - $437,900
• Ionian Village (budgeted revenue of $1,900,000 exceeds budgeted costs
of $1,878,400) ($21,600)
• Office of the Archbishop (net of revenue of $280,000) - $754,600
• Office of the Chancellor (net of revenue of $3,000) - $433,400
• Orthodox Observer (net of revenue of $100,000) - $417,800
• Parish Software - $182,800
• Philanthropy & Clergy Assistance (net of revenue of $25,000) - $55,000
• Public Relations (net of revenue of $40,000) - $282,800
• Registry (net of revenue of $20,000) $96,300
• Religious Education (net of revenue of $400,000) - $723,400
• Stewardship, Outreach and Evangelism (net of revenue of $8,000) $284,800
• Youth (net of revenue of $60,000) - $529,800
Subtotal - $8,486,000
Operating expenses and affiliate support services
• Affiliates and other GOA Payroll, Payroll Tax, and Beneﬁts $905,000,  less reimbursements from affiliates for payroll and related
expenses - ($825,000)
• Archdiocesan Council, Committee, and Synodal Meetings - $300,000
• Building Repairs - $215,000
• General and Legal Contingencies - $1,300,000
• Legal, Audit and Other Services - $575,000
• Maintenance, Leases, and Other General Expenses - $635,000
• Property and Liability Insurance - $1,100,000
• Utilities, Telephone, Postage, Printing - $348,000
Applied to Past Obligations and Reserves - $1,911,000
Total Uses - $22,750,000
Note: The budget above excludes very generous 2018 restricted grants that
may be received from Leadership 100, Faith, and others. Any such grants
create revenue and an equal amount of disbursements.

Anton Named Ecum. Dept. Interim Director
NEW YORK – Archbishop Demetrios has appointed Nicholas Anton as
interim director of the Department of
Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America.
Anton has been the coordinator of
UN Programs and Special Assistant to
the department director since 2014.
A Chicago native, Nicholas earned
a BA from Hellenic College, an M.Div.
from Holy Cross School of Theology,
and an MA in Pastoral Ministry (Faithbased Diplomacy) from Boston College
School of Theology and Ministry.
He represents the Archdiocese on
the board of Creation Justice Ministries,
the Secretariat of the Assembly of Bishops USA, and as a delegate to the National Council of Churches and Church
World Service.
Having served the Archdiocese
as coordinator of United Nations Programs since 2014, he is an elected

member of the Steering Committee of
the NGO Committee to Stop Trafficking in Persons at the UN and Chairs the
sub-committee on the Human Right to
Water and Sanitation for the NGO Mining Working Group at the UN.
He helped organize the first Halki
Summit in Turkey, was a member of the
press team of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the Holy and Great Council of the
Orthodox Church, and is currently the
Secretary of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew’s upcoming symposium titled
“Toward a Green Attica: Preserving the
Planet and Protecting its People.”
While serving the Ecumenical Patriarchate from 2011-12, Nicholas realized the need for cross-sector collaboration towards achieving a peaceful and
sustainable world. Inspired by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew’s ability to
bridge these demographics, he has dedicated his life to faith-based diplomacy
and advocacy.

GOA/D.Panagos photo

Parade Procession

Archbishop Demetrios, grand marshals and other dignitaries lead the annual Greek Independence Day
Parade in New York on April 22. More coverage on pages 16 and 29.

Ecumenical Leaders Discuss Ending Racism
WASHINGTON – On the eve of
the 50th memorial of the assassination
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Archbishop Demetrios on April 3 hosted
a gathering of more than 400 ecumenical
leaders and guests at St. Sophia Cathedral
to advance efforts to end racism.
The event, co-organized by the National Council of Churches of Christ in
the USA (NCC), preluded a march from
the MLK memorial to a rally on the National Mall taking place the next morning, April 4.
The program included a welcome,
greetings from the World Council of
Churches and the NCC, an exhortation to
ACT Now to End Racism, two scripture
readings, audio recordings of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Archbishop
Iakovos, who march with Dr. King in

Selma, Ala., in 1965, a chanted psalm,
and a homily by Archbishop Demetrios.
The Archbishop stated, “as we repent
of our past, we must forgive ourselves,
one another, and those who preceded us.
This will be known when we can look
into the eyes of others and not see our differences but rather Christ in all people.”
He continued, “those who went before us
sacrificed a great deal, even their lives,
to further the mission for racial equality.
And while significant laws have been
established and strides of social change
should not be overlooked, we must continue down the path to reach the desired
target. If we really believe that Christ is
everything and in everything, we must
keep walking beyond tolerance, push on
past mere policies, and become icons of
Christ.”

Statement on Texas School Shooting
NEW YORK – The mass school
shooting at Santa Fe High School, in the
small town of Santa Fe, Texas, Friday
May 18, has once again brought shock,
sorrow and anger to the whole country
and the world.
We, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, mourn the tragic loss
of life of the 10 victims of this abominable murderous act, eight high-school
students and two teachers and we share
the deep pain and grief of their families
and friends. Our fervent prayers and
thoughts are with all of them, the victims, their families and their friends.
This time, the burden is heavier and
the pain is sharper because the alleged
17-year old perpetrator of this crime has
been identified as a Greek-Orthodox,
and his family as members of one of our
parishes. We pray for him and his family
as well.
This unacceptable and totally unthinkable school massacre is yet another one in a series, it is an epidemic
of violent crimes that has overtaken our
society and country. It is the result of an
explosive mix of the proliferation of the
culture of violence, violent video games,
bullying and victimization of our youth,
desensitization to crime, devaluing of
human life and easy access to readily
available guns. The question arises and
we have posed it last time and we now
have to ask again, whether we have done
all we can to stop this epidemic disease.
How many more victims, how
many more school children, how many
more teenagers and teachers should die
before we act?
We turn to prayer of course, for
Almighty God to intervene and avert
any repetition of such heinous acts and
events, but as we find ourselves, once
again, in need of offering words of comfort and solace, words of solidarity and
hope to those who were directly affected

by the events in Santa Fe, Texas, we
wholeheartedly plead to our elected officials for immediate and effective action.
May we all heal with the assistance
of the God of mercy and wisdom and
may we work to achieve positive results
to restore hope to our society and the
world.

St Nicholas
Investigation

 from page 1
expected to complete within one month.
Immediately following the completion of Phase 2, Phase 3 of the SIC’s
investigation will begin. It will largely
be a project management and design exercise intended to finalize construction
plans, costs, and a revised timeline for
completion of the project.
The SIC is committed to completing its comprehensive and exhaustive
investigation into mismanagement allegations around the St. Nicholas project,
and to addressing all issues potentially
raised in this investigation before construction proceeds.
The St. Nicholas Church will be
a sacred space with its doors open to
all. As a National Shrine on hallowed
ground, it will stand in memorial to
the lives lost on September 11, 2001,
as a symbol of reconciliation, and as a
spiritual beacon of hope and for generations to come. The Archdiocese remains
committed to the completion of this
deeply meaningful landmark and spiritual capstone to the World Trade Center
site redevelopment effort.
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Fr. Alex, Presvytera Xanthi Karloutsos
to Receive Human Rights Award
Fr. Alexander and Presvytera Xanthi Karloutsos will be honored as the
2018 recipients of the Order of St. Andrew Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s Athenagoras Human Rights
Award Oct. 27 at the New York Hilton.
The Award will be presented at the
organization’s annual banquet.
The Award, established in 1986, is
presented to a person or organization
that has consistently exemplified by action, purpose and dedication concern for
the basic rights and religious freedom
of all people. It is named in memory
of Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras,
who served from 1948 until his death in
1972. Prior to his election as Ecumenical Patriarch, he was the second archbishop of North and South America.
Past Award recipients have included Presidents Jimmy Carter and George
H. W. Bush, Mother Teresa, Elie Wiesel, Mikhail Gorbachev, Admiral James
Stavridis, Vice President Joe Biden and
last year’s recipient, Emilia Kamvisi
and Efstratios Valamios, representing
the fishermen of Lesbos and the Greek
islands.
Fr Alexander and Presvytera Xanthi have been a true partnership and
team well-known throughout the Archdiocese and the Orthodox World. Their
advocacy on behalf of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate is legendary.
Better known as Fr. Alex, he has
been an assistant to three Archbishops.
Currently he is the spiritual adviser to
Archons and to Faith: An Endowment
for Orthodoxy and Hellenism.
As special assistant to Archbishop
Demetrios, he works as liaison with
heads of churches, the White House,
Congress, state and local officials,
Greek American organizations, political
action and religious freedom and human
rights groups. He is also the Orthodox
chaplain for the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey. Together with his
son-in-law, Fr. Constantine Lazarakis,
he also pastors the Dormition of the Virgin Mary Church of the Hamptons.

Fr. Alex previously served as the
executive director of Leadership 100,
(1986 to 1992 and 1999 to 2004), and
was appointed by Archbishop Iakovos
as the first vicar of public affairs of the
Archdiocese in 1985, holding that position simultaneously until 1992 when he
was appointed special assistant to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew at the
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople.
He graduated magna cum laude
from Hellenic College in Brookline,
Mass., in 1966 and received a Masters
of Theology degree, also magna cum
laude, from Holy Cross School of Theology in 1969, and a Certificate in Ecumenical Theology from the University
of Geneva in 1970.
He was ordained a deacon and a
priest in September 1970; respectively
by Archbishop Eugenios of Crete and
Archbishop Iakovos of America and
was elevated by Archbishop Iakovos to
Protopresbyter in February 1984. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew named
Fr. Alexander Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 1994, the highest honor a married clergyman can receive in the Orthodox Christian Church.
Fr. Alex first served as an assistant
priest at Sts. Constantine and Helen in
Chicago in 1970 where he was active
in youth ministries. He was appointed
Archdiocesan Director of Youth Ministry in 1974, moving to the Archdiocesan
headquarters in New York. In 1978, he
was appointed Archdiocesan Director of
the Office of Church and Society where
he served until 1980 when he assumed
the directorship of the newly established
Department of Communications.
Presvytera Xanthi Karavellas Karloutsos, who has more than 46 years in
community service with young and old
alike, presently serves the Archdiocese
as executive assistant and coordinator of
the Offices of Public Affairs, Faith Endowment and as Office Manager for the

NEW YORK - The Order of St.
Andrew the Apostle has named George
E. Safiol, Archon Archiophylax, as the
recipient of this year’s Nicholas J. Bouras Award for Extraordinary Archon
Stewardship. He has been a member of
the Order’s governing body for nearly
20 years and served as Audit Committee chairman and of the Bouras Award
for the last seven years. A tribute dinner dance will be held at the New York
Athletic Club, Friday evening, Oct. 26,
as part of the Order’s annual three-day
assembly, Oct. 26-28.
National Commander Anthony J.
Limberakis, MD, said, “Archon Safiol
has exemplified tremendous stewardship of time, talent and resources in support of the Mother Church of Constantinople, the Orthodox Christian Church
throughout the United States, and to the
mission of the Order of Saint Andrew.”
An Archon since 1997, he has
served on the Archdiocesan Council and
its Executive Committee.
A fulfilled member of Leadership

100, Safiol has served as L-100 treasurer, Executive Committee member
and its Board of Trustees for 21 years.
He was instrumental in launching, with
the approval of Archbishop Demetrios,
the $10 million Hellenic College-Holy
Cross School of Theology Sponsorship
Program which was initiated to provide
scholarships to our seminarians and address the shortage of priests in America
($1 million/year for 10 years).
To date, over $18 million has been
provided to the school and has yielded
over 200 ordained priests, plus a full
pipeline of students at Holy Cross.
While on the board, he served as treasurer and Executive Committee member and chaired the Nicholas J. Bouras
Golf Outing, a major fundraiser for the
School.
He was awarded the first-ever President’s Award.
Safiol was also involved in the repaving of all the ways and byways of St.
Basil Academy working closely with
Archon Bouras, a major benefactor.
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Senior Archon Leaders Hold
Religious Freedom Summit
By John Mindala

NEW YORK - Recently, the senior leaders of the Archons of St. Andrew met in New York in their indefatigable effort to assist the senior leader
of the Orthodox Christian Church in
the world - Ecumenical Patriarchate
Bartholomew of Constantinople - to
maintain his perilous perch in the
Church’s most prestigious Sacred See
in Istanbul.
The Order of the Archons of Saint
Andrew - the “first-called” apostle and
brother of Saint Peter, and the founder
of the Christian Church of Constantinople - is a group of several hundred
accomplished Greek Orthodox laymen, mostly from the United States.
They have been drawn together
by their devotion to their Church, and
have dedicated their lives and all manner of their personal resources to the
fundamental mission of promoting
the religious freedom, well-being, and
advancement of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in an often hostile environment.
In the course of their efforts, they
have been honored by the Ecumenical Patriarch himself for their service
to the Church and the faith they share,
with membership in the order of St.
Andrew.
Drawing strength from the exemplary wellspring of appreciation of religious freedom in the United States,
they have supported the Ecumenical
Patriarchate through decades of difficulties, providing the encouragement,
moral leadership, and financial support that has enabled the institution
to survive through difficult times, including pogroms, fire, and all manner
of harassment and vandalism.
Amidst a disturbing increase of
the persecution of Christians in the
broad area of the Holy Lands and the
Middle East, the senior Archons met,
as they have several times done in
years past, to update themselves on
current conditions, identify the most
pressing problems, and develop strategies to address these matters.
In this effort, they were joined by
a handful of churchmen, diplomats
and academic and former governmental experts. All told, the group totaled
30 concerned Orthodox Christians,
who were guided all day by Archbishop Demetrios of America at the Archdiocese headquarters in New York.
The Order of St. Andrew has consistently identified five principal issues of concern regarding the plight
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in its
relationship with host Turkish government: 1) the lack of any legal identity
afforded to it by the Turkish state; 2)
the closing in 1971 of the Patriarchate’s theological seminary and the re-

sultant inability to train new clergy; 3)
confiscation of thousands of properties by the host government; 4) interference in Patriarchal elections; 5) the
non-recognition of the Patriarchate’s
historic and venerable “Ecumenical”
status. All these conditions are fundamental abridgments of religious freedom. They also go to the very core
of this ancient religious community’s
very ability to survive. They are, correspondingly, matters that lay at the
heart of the work of the Archons, and
were at the center of the day’s discussions.
In addition, related matters of persecution of Christians throughout the
broader geographic region were addressed, both in fact-finding and in
strategy-making. Central to this issue
is the ongoing trial in Turkey of U.S.
citizen and Protestant pastor Andrew
Brunson, who has lived and worked
in Turkey as a minister of religion for
over two decades and has now been
charged by the government with “illegal activity.”
Linked with the Archons by a conference call, famed American religious
freedom champion and attorney Jay
Sekulow, Chief Counsel of the American Center for Law and Justice, who
is helping to represent Pastor Brunson,
briefed the group on the ongoing trial
in Turkey and the conditions there
that add to concerns of oppression of
Christians in Turkey and neighboring
countries.
The Archons emerged from the
day having absorbed much information and insight, and used it to help articulate concerns and form new strategies. Their goal is to now develop a
2018 strategic plan for the Order of
Saint Andrew’s Religious Freedom
Initiatives, that will serve as the roadmap for their efforts in the next three
years.
Summit Participants
Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan Emmanuel of France, Fr. Alexander Karloutsos, Archon spiritual adviser, National Commander Anthony
J. Limberakis, MD, summit chair;
Archons John Halecky, Jr., national vice commander; B. Theodore
Bozonelis, secretary; Peter Skeadas,
treasurer; Constantine Caras; John A.
Catsimatidis; Theofanis V. Economidis; Professor Andre Gerolymatos, Archons Andrew J. Ekonomou, JD, PhD;
Stephen P. Georgeson, and George
D. Gigicos, Fr. Nick Greanias, Hank
Hanegraaff, Archon Peter Kakoyiannis, Nicholas Kass, Archons Andrew
E. Manatos, Alexander Pritsos, Michael Psaros, and George C. Rockas,
James G. Rockas, Archons Rocky Sisson, Christopher Stratakis, Andrew
Veniopoulos, Laki Vingas and John
Zavitsanos

5

MAY - JUNE 2018

44th Clergy-Laity Congress
Preparations for Congress,
Philoptochos Convention Underway
BOSTON — The Greek Orthodox
Metropolis of Boston announced that
Michael S. Sophocles, Senior Counsel
at Choate Hall & Stewart, will serve as
co-chair for the 44th Biennial ClergyLaity Congress to convene July 1-6 at
the Copley Marriot hotel. Concurrently
with the Clergy-Laity Congress, the
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos
Society will convene its Biennial National Convention in the same venue.
The theme of the Congress, “All
things are possible to him who believes,”
is based on the directive of the Lord from
the Gospel of Mark, “If you can?” Jesus
said to him. “All things are possible for
the one who believes.” (Mark 9:23) The
44th Clergy-Laity Congress is the first
held in Boston since 1988.
For the past 20 years, Sophocles has
served as the at Choate Hall & Stewart’s
Real Estate/ Real Estate Finance Group
chairman and as a member of the firm’s
management committee.
His practice emphasis is in real estate development and finance, primarily
on behalf of national and regional real
estate developers, in all phases of real
estate transactions including the acquisition, development, financing, leasing
and disposition of office, retail, multifamily residential and industrial properties.
Sophocles previously served as
vice chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Hellenic College/Holy Cross School
of Theology; as a member of the University of Pennsylvania Board of Associate Alumni Trustees; and as a member
of the Executive Committee of the Boston University School of Law Alumni
Association.
He is an Archon of the Greek Orthodox Church. After graduation from

the University of Pennsylvania with a
Bachelors of Arts degree, Sophocles
served as an infantry officer in the United States Army before earning a Juris
Doctors degree from Boston University
School of Law. Mr. Sophocles is married to Dorothy Ann (nee Bacopulos)
and is the father of four and a grandfather of four.
The Congress will begin with the
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, Sunday July
1st, at the Annunciation Cathedral in
Boston.
The official opening of the Congress will take place Monday morning
July 2, with the Keynote Address by
Archbishop Demetrios.
The Clergy-Laity Congress is convened biennially and is concerned with
all matters, other than doctrinal or canonical, affecting the life, growth and
unity of the Church, the church institutions, finances, administration, educational and philanthropic concerns and
her growing role in the religious life of
the nation.
The faithful of the Holy Archdiocese gather in faith, fellowship, and love
with a focus on evaluating and planning
the Church’s work of ministry and commitment to share the unlimited possibilities and the tremendous power of our
faith in Christ.  
In addition to the 2018 National
Ladies Philoptochos Convention, other
organizations are also holding meetings during the Congress include, the
Archdiocesan Presbyters Council, the
National Sisterhood of Presbyteres,
the Retired Greek Orthodox Clergy of
America, the Order of Saint Andrew Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and the National Forum of Greek
Orthodox Church Musicians.
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HCHC Visit
One of the highlights for congress delegates will be an all-day orientation visit to the campus of Hellenic
College Holy Cross School of Theology on Tuesday, July 3. Bus transportation will be provided and a barbecue lunch will be served.

Arthur C. Anton Sr. Named Honorary Chairman
BOSTON - Arthur C. Anton Sr.,
renowned philanthropist and founding member of the League of Greek
Orthodox Stewards (today known as
Leadership 100 Endowment Fund)
will serve as honorary chairman of the
44th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress of
the Archdiocese, which will convene in
Boston from July 1-5.
The former president of the Anton’s
Cleaners chain prior to his retirement,
Arthur Anton is a past president of

the Archdiocesan Council. He was
named an Archon of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, the highest honor bestowed
upon lay leaders in the Orthodox
community. “There is no better person
to serve as the honorary chairman of the
Congress than Arthur Anton, a man who
has distinguished himself throughout his
life by selflessly giving his time, talents
and treasure to advance the mission of
Greek Orthodoxy” said Metropolitan
Methodios.
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Archons

44th Clergy-Laity Congress

Archons to Present Athenagoras
Human Rights Award

Clergy-Laity Congress
Theme Article – Part 2


 from page 4
Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
Born in Corfu, Greece, she was
raised in Washington, D.C. During her
high school years, her parents developed a cardiac care and surgery program with the National Institute of
Health for children from Greece in need
of heart surgery and health care. Upon
completion of her high school studies at
Montgomery Blair High she studied interior design at the International School
of Interior Design.
In 1974, she was appointed as adviser to the Archbishop’s Youth Ministry Office with an acute interest for
children with special needs and troubled
youth. When her children began attending the Public Schools of Pelham, New
York, she devoted her time and talents
becoming an active advocate for children’s educational needs by serving two
respective terms on the local PTA as copresident of both Pelham’s elementary
and high schools.
In 1989, she accepted the position
of director of the Hellenic American
National Action Committee Social Services in the Bronx, where she became
involved and exposed to the greater
community’s less fortunate families and
the struggle for disadvantaged children
and their parents. Along with her hus-

band, from 1992-1996, they served as
personal assistants to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.
While Fr. Alex served as public affairs officer, Xanthi immersed herself in
the needs and educational concerns of
the young people of the dwindling historic Rum (Greek) Christian Minority in
Istanbul.
She also serves on the board of the
Beau Biden Foundation and Amani
Global Works, which focuses on the
health needs of children on the Island
of Idgwi of the Democratic Republic of
the Congo and on HOPE, a newly established ministry on Long Island’s East
End which hopes to address the scourge
of human trafficking.
She, along with Father Alexander,
have been instrumental in fundraising
efforts for the ministries and beautification of Long Island’s jewel-- the Dormition of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox
Church in Southampton. They are now
involved in efforts towards the rebuilding of Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine at the
World Trade Center.
Father and Presvytera are the parents of three children: Michael, Anastasia, and Olga and have nine grandchildren: Alexander, Konstantine, Xanthi,
Luca, Konstantina, Demetrios, Steven,
Leo, and Michael.

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
In a few weeks we will gather in
Boston for our 44th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress and the national
meeting of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society. We give
thanks to Almighty God for this opportunity to meet so that we can
address the needs, challenges, and
opportunities in our vital work of
sharing the Gospel of love and truth
through the witness and ministries of
our Holy Archdiocese, our Metropolises, and our Parishes.
Our theme for the Congress is
All Things are Possible to the One
Who Believes in Christ. In the first
article on this theme, we examined
the passages in Holy Scripture that
affirm this truth. First are the words
of our Lord who said, all things are
possible to him who believes (Mark
9:23). Second is the affirmation of
the Apostle Paul who said, I can do
all things in Him who strengthens me
(Philippians 4:12-13). Third, Christ
emphasized the power of faith to do
what seems impossible: He who believes in me will also do the works
that I do, and greater works than these
will he do (John 14:12). Finally, we
know that all things are possible to
the one who believes because Christ
said, If you ask anything in my name,
I will do it (John 14:14).
When we reflect on the magnitude
of these promises and assurances, we
are in awe of the tremendous power
and potential that we have as people
of faith. This is power to make the
impossible possible, the unreachable
reachable, the unachievable achievable. We have the unlimited potential to do great and glorious things
through our faith in Christ.
First, all things are possible because we believe that in Christ we
have the strength and resources to
meet our current challenges. Our sacred work will never be without challenges. At all levels of our ministry
we have at times faced significant obstacles and what seemed to be insurmountable needs. But our faith has
remained strong and determined. We
have found assurance in the promise
as affirmed by the Apostle Paul, my
God will supply every need of yours
according to His riches in glory in
Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). We
can be assured that all things are
possible if we believe that through

Christ every need we have for the
work of ministry and our witness of
the Gospel will be filled. We can find
strength to move forward boldly, undeterred by the limits of fear or want,
to accomplish even greater works.
Second, all things are possible
because we know that our witness
and ministry must continue to grow.
Our work throughout our Holy Archdiocese is the most important work
we do. It is the work of God. It is
our divine calling as Christians to
share the Gospel through our lives,
to offer worship and service through
our parishes, and to reach each and
every person in need of His saving
grace. This work cannot be limited. It must constantly be moving,
changing, adapting, and reaching the
unreachable. In addition, we must
have perspectives and attitudes that
always seek to expand our ministry.
New methods and resources with a
foundation in the sacred traditions of
our Holy Orthodox Church must continue to form a powerful and dynamic
witness.
Finally, all things are possible because we know the power of faith offers us unlimited potential. The power of faith turns despair into hope.
It transforms anger and hatred into
love. It is a power the builds determination out of frustration. It is the
power that defeats death and gives us
life abundantly. It is the power that
makes all things possible to the one
who believes in Christ.
When we meet in Boston for our
Clergy-Laity Congress, let us be led
by God, inspired by our faith, and
emboldened by our potential to accomplish the impossible. Let us
come together as brothers and sisters
in Christ from throughout our Holy
Archdiocese and gather in worship,
prayer, and unity in our commitment
to our sacred work. Let us address
our challenges in the bonds of fellowship and grace, and let us set before us a vision that proclaims that
all things are possible to the one who
believes in Christ!
With paternal love in Him,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

2018 YEARBOOK
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Philoptochos
Philoptochos Approaches
1 Million-Meal Goal
National Philoptochos Feed the
Hungry Chair, Georgia Vlitas, has reported that as of May 4, 2018, Philoptochos chapters across the country have
provided 900,000 meals since the 2016
convention in Nashville. Following the
incredible success of the Feed the Hungry
program in 2014-16, National President,
Maria Logus, challenged chapters across
the United States to increase their efforts to provide 1,000,000 meals during
2016-2018.
With two weeks to go before the
National Philoptochos Biennial Con-

vention in Boston, our goal is within
reach! Chapters are urged to report their
numbers to their Metropolis liaisons or
Metropolis Presidents, who will forward
them to the national office.
The Chapter Awards, which will be
announced on Thursday, July 5, are a
highlight of every convention.
During the awards presentations,
we will announce the lucky chapter who
served the one-millionth meal. Will it be
your chapter? Send us your numbers, and
join us in achieving our goal and serving
humanity.

NATIONAL PHILOPTOCHOS
FEED THE HUNGRY PROGRAM
Million Meal Challenge

Who will provide the 1,000,000 meal?
Will it be your chapter?
th

2014-2016 Goal - Provide 250,000 meals
We provided 754,285 meals!!!!
2016-2018 Goal – Provide 1,000,000 meals
We will provide?????
Keep those numbers and photos coming!
Remember – This is a “hands on,” “doing” challenge!
Yes, we need the donations to make this outreach successful,
but we can only count the number of meals we provide. Send
your numbers and photos (no faces of guests, please) to your
metropolis liaison listed below or to
onemillionmeals@philoptochos.org, not both.

Women’s Health Committee Launches
Program to Promote Healthy Lifestyles
The Women’s Health Initiatives
Committee was established in 2017 as
one of the educational initiatives being
developed by National Philoptochos to
inform chapters and parish communities about important issues facing our
society today, such as Bullying, Using
Technology Safely, Inclusion Ministries and Alzheimer’s disease.
The committee is comprised of the
following National Board members
under the able chairmanship of Carol
Stamas: Marty Driscoll, Lekita Essa,
Valine Georgeson and Arlene Siavelis
Kehl.
With a plan to continue their work
in the 2018-2020 term to address additional critical health issues that women
face, the committee began its work with
the health concern that is the #1 killer of

women: heart disease. Women’s Heart
Health will be one of the major topics
addressed at the convention. Dr. Amy
Sarma, MD, from the Corrigan Women’s Heart Health Program at Massachusetts General will be speaking to the
delegates on this very important topic.
In addition to this presentation,
the committee, together with National
Board members Marian Catechis, Jennifer Constantin and Irene Steffas, will
be leading delegates in activities to
reduce stress and fatigue during long
hours sitting in meetings. Join the committee for an early morning walk each
day before meetings begin and explore
the scenic areas surrounding the Boston Marriott, including Copley Square,
Boston Common, Fenway Park and
Newbury Street. Please refer to your

COME TO BOSTON!
Philoptochos sisters from around
the country are coming to the National
Convention in Boston taking place July
1-5 at the Copley Marriott on Huntington
Avenue.
It is vital to attend so we may accomplish the following:
• Share your projects and ideas in
not one, but two interactive discussion
sessions
• Learn about the breadth and
scope of Philoptochos activities over the
past two years and share in the success of
the Chapter Challenge program
• Help chart the course of our
National Philoptochos for the future as
we approve our 2018-2020 Budget and
revise our ByLaws
• Receive updates on our Archdiocesan Institutions and our National
Ministry Commitments and Programs
• Hear an inspiring presentation
on Servant Leadership by Tim Tassopoulos, President and Chief Operating
Officer of Chick-fil-A.
• Learn about our new Educational Initiatives designed to serve our
members and our parish communities
through presentations on Bullying, Opioid Addiction, Women’s Health, Inclusion Ministries and Using Technology
Safely
• Enjoy the National Biennial
AGAPE Awards Breakfast where nine
outstanding women - one from each
Metropolis and the Direct Archdiocesan

District – who embody the true spirit of
Philanthropia, will be honored
• Participate in a hands-on Feed
the Hungry Program, and learn which
chapter from across the United States
served the one millionth meal
Join us on the 4th of July for a Celebration of America!
Celebrate with your sisters as we
present the 2018 Chapter Awards
Together with the entire National
Philoptochos Board, National Philoptochos Biennial Convention Co-Chairs
Barbara Pasalis and Elaine Zetes have
planned an inspiring, informative and
celebratory program for the delegates.
We hope that every Philoptochos chapter
across the United States will send at least
one delegate to participate in the convention and take valuable information back
to their chapters.Sponsorships. Both traditional sponsorships and special naming
opportunities are available. The sponsorship form can be downloaded from the
2018 Convention page (url above).
Consider supporting Philoptochos
with a donation to ensure an exciting,
informative and successful convention.
Sponsorships from Metropolises, chapters and individuals are all needed.
Finally, share the excitement as you
prepare for the convention using the
National Philoptochos 2018 Convention
hashtag: #PhiloStrong. We will be using
this hashtag throughout the convention to
share news and connect on social media.
Come to Boston and share the good
news of Philoptochos!

daily schedule for time and place to
meet.
Back inside, you won’t be neglected in the assembly room, either.
The committee has developed a list
of healthy, invigorating stretches and
breathing exercises to keep your mus-

cles relaxed and relieve mental fatigue
during meetings.
So Come to Boston and join a new,
modern Philoptochos, which is focused
on healthy living, as we continue to develop programs to serve our members’
needs.

By Barbara Pasalis
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Metropolis News
Metropolis of Atlanta Archons Hold Religious Freedom Banquet
ATLANTA - Archons of the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of Atlanta held
their 19th annual St. Andrew Banquet on
March 10 with Bill Marianes, metropolis legal advisor, serving as master of
ceremonies.
The evening began with the Invocation after Metropolitan Alexios gave
the invocation, Archons Regional Commander Dr. Manuel N. Tissura gave welcoming remarks.
Dr. Tissura thanked the Archons,
dignitaries and guests from throughout
the Metropolis for their attendance.
After the Lenten meal, Marianes introduced the evening’s guest speaker, Archon George E. Demacopoulos, Ph.D.,
professor of Theology at Fordham University in New York and historian of the
Order of St. Andrew the Apostle.
Dr. Demacopoulos co-founded the
Orthodox Christian Studies program at
Fordham in 2012 and now as the program’s co-director. A native of Tennessee, Dr. Demacopoulos earned his
doctorate in religious studies at the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.
Dr. Demacopoulos focused his remarks on the Orthodox Ecumenical
Council held in Crete in 2016; a council
that was 50 years in the preparation. He

Atlanta Archons Photo
Atlanta Metropolis Archons with Metropolitan Alexios
noted there were six topics for study that
occupied the 10 attendees, of the 14 jurisdictions which participated, in hopes
of finding a consensus mandate. These
included discussions on Fasting, Autonomy, Diaspora, Mission of the Church
to the World, Marriage, and the Relation
of the Church to the Rest of the Christian World.
From the 4th century, when Christianity became the recognized faith of

the Roman Empire and no longer suffered persecutions as a secret sect. The
various jurisdictions, which had developed into factions over the previous 300
years, realized that they needed to come
together at various councils to formulate
faith and doctrine. The first Council at
Nicaea is well-known for beginning the
formulation of the Nicene Creed.
Dr. Demacopoulos emphasized that
the Council in Crete, while a meaningful

modern beginning to the historical Ecumenical Council tradition, still has many
critics and problems to overcome. That
a discussion has begun is an encouraging and positive sign for the future of
the Orthodox faithful. A question -andanswer period followed which brought
the discussion to an end. Metropolitan
Alexios concluded the evening with the
benediction.
Submitted by Dr. Tissura

JEWELRY
Orthodox Observer photo

ΕΜΠΝΕΥΣΗ • ΤΕΧΝΗ • ΠΡΩΤΟΤΥΠΙΑ
Illinois Goyans

GOYA members from Ascension Church in Lincolnshire, Ill., led by Fr. Sotirios P. Malamis and advisor Carol
Stamas, visited Archdiocese headquarters on April 20 as part of a three-day visit to New York. They met with
Bishop Sevastianos of Zela who gave them a tour of offices and Chapel of St. Paul. Their visit included a visit
to St. Nicholas National Shrine Church, St. Basil Academy, Archangel Michael Church in Port Washington,
Long Island, and Holy Trinity, Hicksville, Long Island.
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Metropolis News

Boston Parade
The annual Greek Parade in Boston took place April 22 and featured hundreds of participants representing
many New England communities, including the following dignitaries: (l. to r.):
Former Massachusetts Gov. Mike Dukakis his wife, Kitty; Lowell Mayor Bill Samaras, Boston Police Commissioners William Evans Boston police Commissioner, Congressmen Michael Capouano, Metropolitan
Methodios of Boston, Mayor Marty Walsh of Boston, Vasilios “Bill” Kafkas, president of the Federation of
Greek-American Societies of New England; and Dimitrios Kafantaris, vice president of KEDE Greece who
is also mayor of Pylos-Nestoros, Greece (Below) Seminarians from Holy Cross School of Theology march
along Boylston Street carrying a large icon of the Theotokos.

GOA/D.Panagos photo

Rye Church Celebrates Major Renovations
Archbishop Demetrios, Fr. Elias Villis, pastor of Church of Our Saviour in
Rye, N.Y., and many parish leaders and faithful, recently celebrated the completion of the church’s year-long renovation with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and
the blessing of Agiasmo by His Eminence. More than $6 million was spent renovating the hall, classrooms, offices, storage space and water remediation. The
entire facility, except for the church temple, was completely renovated. After
so many years the facility was in much need of an overhaul, Fr. Villis said. The
community was blessed with major donors leading the way with fund raising
efforts. “We honor what the early stewards built for us with this renovation,”
said Fr. Villis.

Καλό καλοκαίρι!

Parade Committee photos

Massachusetts Museum to
Exhibit Greek, Byzantine Icons

CLINTON, Mass. – The Museum
of Russian Icons will present the first
major exhibition on Icons of the Hellenic World from June 22 to Oct. 21.
The exhibition focuses exclusively
on Greek and Byzantine iconography
and will delve deeply into the links and
the continuity of Greek art and culture
from Late Antiquity, through Byzantium, to the present.
“We are very grateful to Emmanuel
Tiliakos for the opportunity to showcase
his extraordinary collection, giving contemporary viewers a window into the
richness of Greek culture and history,”
says Museum of Russian Icons CEO
and Curator Kent Russell. “Though
icons are considered works of art, they
are important cultural and religious relics. As they are handed down through
generations, icons are often the only surviving testimonies of places and peoples
long gone.”
Largely comprised of icons created after the Fall of Constantinople in
1453, Icons of the Hellenic World will
also feature works from the Byzantine
period (330AD-1453). The earliest ob-

ject in the exhibition is a rare “Portrait
of Man” from Fayum, Egypt, produced
in the first or second century AD, and
painted in the encaustic technique, a
wax painting method practiced in ancient Greece that probably originated in
Egypt. Encaustic portraits are thought
to be prototypes for painting the earliest
Christian icons.
The exhibition features numerous icons and objects from the Cretan
School as well as pieces from the Greek
Islands of the Aegean Sea, and the socalled Ionian School. This was the art
produced in the Ionian Islands by Cretan
artists who took refuge on these Venetian-held islands after the fall of Crete to
the Ottoman Turks in 1667. The School
of the Ionian Islands produced some famous and talented artists who provide a
direct link from the art of Byzantium to
modern Greece.
Icons of the Hellenic World comes
from one of the finest collections of
Greek icons in the nation. A leading international expert in the field of Greek
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Archdiocese - HCHC News
Seminarians
Make Annual
Orientation
Visit to
Archdiocese

Senior Seminarians with Archbishop Demetrios, Chancellor Bishop Andonios and Bishop Sevastianos, (l.to r.)
Jeremy Troy, Emmanuel Maginas, Philip Halikias, Steve Tussing, Zisis Lappas,
Angelo Marinas, Simeon Parkalis, Menios Papadimitriou, Alexander Avgeris,
Christos Pappademos, Niko Paros,
Demetrios Constantine, Efstratios Magoulias, Matthew Jouthas, Trevor Bullock and Nicholas Birbilis.
Chancellor’s presentation (left) Bishop Andonios of Phasiane welcomes
the seminarians on April 24 and presents
an orientation briefing about the Archdiocese. (Orthodox Observer photos)

Rom. 16:17
Now I urge you brethren, note
those who cause divisions and
offenses, contrary to the doctrine you learned, and avoid
them

Graduates of the Class of 2018
Hellenic College Bachelor of Arts degrees
Christopher Michael Abdelahad,
John Louis Anton, Nicholas J. Botsolis, Talia, Chiprout, Fotini Katherine
Drechsler, Livia Halltari, Christopher
Herron, Marshall Z. Jordan, Katherine
Nicole Ketchum, Konstantinos Demitri Loukas, Mark Mandeville, Mitchell
Craig Morfas, Brendan F. Murphy, Cyan
Claire Murphy (Honors Program graduate), Despina Maria Petrides, Theofanis
J. Rauch, Subdeacon David Awad Rayahin, Sophia Leanne Sempeles, Pavlos
Sotirelis, Kyle C. Sterner, Sarah Emily
Stewart, Ioannis Zempos.
Certificate in Byzantine Music
John Louis Anton, Nicholas Peter
Birbilis, Trevor John Bullock, Mary E.
Danckaert, Kamal Nabil Hourani, Emmanuel Spero Maginas, Panagiotis Vasilios Steele.

Holy Cross

Master of Theological Studies
Lukas Buhler, Timothy Dennis

2018 YEARBOOK

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Includes general information, Metropolis & Parish
listings, Archdiocese Departmental and Institutions
information and other valuable resources.

2O18
YEARBOOK
greek orthodox

ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΟΡΘΟ

arch

ica
diocese of amer

ΔΟΞΟΣ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟ

ΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ

Only $18 + $6 S&H

Call 212.774.0244 to purchase your copy with a credit card
or send a check to Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Dept. of Communications, 8 East 79 Street, NY, NY 10075

Dacey, Rev. Dn. Andrew Giourelis,
Nicholas Brett Austin Heide, Rev. Fr.
Khachatur Vazgen Kesablyan, George
Wadee Mikhaeal, Cory Jon Mork, Efthimios Rizos, Michael Sellas.
Master of Theology
Taylor James Irenaios Brown,
Archdeacon Evlogios Champas, Mary
E. Danckaert, Fr. Panayiotis (Peter)
Hasiakos, Srdjan Maksimovic, Menios
Nicholas Papadimitriou, Fr. John Jarrod
Russell.
Master of Divinity
Alexandros Avgeris, Nicholas
Peter Birbilis, Trevor John Bullock,
Demetrios Constantine, Philip Joseph
Halikias, Matthew Peter Jouthas, Zisis Lappas, Angelo Andrew Maginas,
Emmanuel Spero Maginas, Efstratios
Jon Magoulias, Kevin Scott Mellis, Fr.
Chrysostom Panos, Menios Nicolas
Papadimitriou, Christos Constantine
Pappademos, Simeon George Pardalis,
Nicolaos Paros, Anberin Pasha, Jeremy
E. Troy, Steve Tussing.

Museum to Exhibit Byzantine Icons

 from page 9
icons and an avid collector of Greek and
Russian Icons ever since his university
student days in the 1960’s, Athens-born
Emmanuel Tiliakos was interested in
icons long before they were considered
to be “works of art” by most collectors. Collecting icons has been a labor
of love, taking him on frequent travels
to antiques markets all over the US and
many European capitals.

THE MUSEUM OF
RUSSIAN ICONS
203 Union Street, Clinton, MA 01510
www.museumofrussianicons.org
Nina Berger,
Public Relations
ninajberger@gmail.com |
617.543.1595
Mary Delaney,
Marketing Director
mdelaney@museumofrussianicons.org
978.598.5000 x111
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HCHC
HCHC Holds 76th Commencement in May, 59 graduate
BROOKLINE, Mass. – More
than 600 people filled the Pappas
Gymnasium where 24 Hellenic College students and 35 Holy Cross seminarians received degrees at HCHC’s
76th commencement May 19.
Participants and attendees included Archbishop Demetrios, who
delivered the invocation and closing
remarks, Metropolitan Methodios of
Boston, Metropolitan Gerasimos of
San Francisco, Metropolitan Savas of
Pittsburgh, Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, school President Fr. Christopher Metropulos and several trustees.
Honorary Doctor of Humanities
degrees from Hellenic College were
bestowed upon two prominent businessmen, John P. Calamos Sr., and
Efstathios (Steve) G. Valiotis. An
honorary Doctor of Divinity degree
was awarded to Fr. Anthony Coniaris,
a member of the first class to graduate from Holy Cross after its move
from Pomfret, Conn., to Brookline.
Earlier that morning, during the
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, Archbishop Demetrios ordained two seminarians, Antonios A. Papathanasiou
to the diaconate, and Deacon Michael
A. Tishel to the priesthood.
The previous day, the Rasoforia
and Stavroforia ceremonies for the
seminarians followed the Vespers
service. Also participating in the service were Metropolitans Gerasimos
of San Francisco, Savas of Pittsburgh
and Nathanael of Chicago. In his
comments following Vespers, Archbishop Demetrios noted that all three
hierarchs are HCHC graduates.
The Archbishop exhorted the students and others in attendance that
“there is no end in the process of
learning and enriching their knowledge. At the level of reality in which
we learn, we are permanent students.”
He cited a quote from St. Ignatius
of Antioch, a fourth century Father of
the Church who said, “I am just beginning to be a disciple (student) at
the age of 88.” His Eminence also
said that “wisdom is behind really
solid study” and cited several Scriptural passages from the apocryphal
Old Testament book, The Wisdom of
Solomon.
Greetings and salutations
Following the Holy Cross St.
Romanos the Melodist Byzantine
Choir’s singing of the Greek and
American national anthems. HCHC
President Fr. Christopher Metropulos, delivered the salutation.
“This is a holy and proud day
not only for our school,” he said, “but
most importantly, for Orthodoxy in
America and our society. The young
men and women receiving degrees
and certificates today will go forward
as new spiritual warriors for Christ
and leaders in their chosen fields.
They are members of the HCHC family and we want them to know that
this will always be their home.”
Fr. Metropulos offered the salutation address to the students and the
new consul general of Greece, Stratos Efthymiou, offered his congratulations, followed by Jeannie Ranglas,

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Graduating class members of Holy Cross School of Theology (above) and Hellenic College (below) with Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitans Gerasimos, Methodios and Savas, Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, school trustees and deans James Skedros and Demetrios Katos.

GOA/D.Panagos photo

first vice president of the National
Philoptochos Society. She assured
the graduates that the 25,000-member organization “will always be with
you on your journey.”
Valedictory addresses
Valedictorians
Theofanis
J.
Rauch, Hellenic College, and Jeremy
E. Troy, Holy Cross, addressed their
classmates with words of encouragement for the future and gratitude for
the academic and spiritual education
they received at HCHC. As Theofanis said, “We have received an education that has taught us about both our
world and our Faith in a way that has
organically combined the two.” Jeremy also highlighted this synergy, saying that “an education at Holy Cross
is all about three things: information,
formation, and transformation.”
Honorary degree recipients
John P. Calamos Sr., is chairman
and global CIO of Calamos Investments, a global asset management
firm he founded in 1977.
The son of Greek immigrants, he
esbablished the John P. Calamos Sr.
foundation in 2004, which supports
numerous scholarships in the Greek
community.

Efstathios G. Valiotis, emigrated
to the United States in 1972. He is
founder and chief executive officer of
Alma Realty Corporation and founder of Alma Bank. He holds a degree in
theology from the University of Athens and supports many Church-related programs and projects, including
St. Michael’s Home and St. Spyridon
Church in Manhattan, and educational institutions, including establishing
a 2,000-student technical college in
Sparta, Greece, his hometown.
Fr. Anthony Coniaris has been
synonymous with Light & Life Publishing, one of the largest Orthodox
publishing firms in the world, which
he founded in Minneapolis in 1966.
The company has published more
than 200 titles, including many by Fr.
Coniaris. For 44 years, he served as
the parish priest of St. Mary’s Church
in Minneapolis and is now pastor
emeritus. Fr. Coniaris was unable to
attend and his daughter, Patty Coniaris Christopoulos, accepted the honor
on his behalf.
Fr. Coniaris received the honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from
Holy Cross, his alma mater, for more
than sixty years of devoted service to

the Church as a priest, homilist, author, and publisher.
Before offering the closing benediction, Archbishop Demetrios exhorted the new graduates to be courageous in spreading the Light of Christ
and to remember that they will never
be alone “because He is with you.”
He conveyed to them the blessing and
love of His All Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, and promised to share with him the “vigor,
hope, and dynamism” manifested by
all at Hellenic College Holy Cross,
which is a four-year college, School
of Theology, and seminary under the
aegis of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople.

Acts 20:35
I have shown you in every
way, by laboring like this,
that you must support the
weak. And remember the
words of the Lord Jesus,
that He said,
“It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’”
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Apostles Fast

Centennials

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Archbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan Savas, Fr.Tsikitas with local clergy and centennial committee
members.

Southeast Pennsylvania Parish Holds Event in April

The Apostles Fast Begins June 4

The Twelve Apostles
Honored on June 30th
By Fr. Andrew George

The Bible contains 4 lists of the
names of the 12 apostles: Matt 10:12,
Mark 3:13, Luke 6:14 and Acts 1:13.
They vary slightly as well as the sequence although they list Peter first,
even though it was Andrew (his brother) who was called first by the Lord. It
is believed that Christ selected only 12
which was the number of the twelve
sons of Jacob who later became the
leaders of the 12 tribes of Israel. After
Pentecost, Christ’s 12 disciples became
the leaders of the “new Israel.” The
number 12 was considered so important
that very shortly after the falling of Judas Iscariot, the remaining 11 voted in a
new Apostle by the name Matthias, so
that there would be 12 once again.
These apostles followed Christ as
He traveled and were eye witnesses to
His numerous wonders. After the Ascension of Jesus back to heaven they
continued His work of redeeming mankind from sin. In fact, at the Ascension
Jesus commanded the apostles to go
out and make disciples of all nations
through baptism and to teach nations all
that they had observed and all that He
commanded of them. He enabled them
to succeed in that he bestowed the Holy
Spirit upon them (at Pentecost) as they
traveled to faraway lands.
The authority of the Apostles in
the Church was unquestionable from
the very beginning. Their powers were
derived from Christ Himself. They
preached boldly and acted as His representatives, teaching and speaking “in
the Holy Spirit.” The place of honor
accorded to them by the Church has no
equal except for that of the Theotokos.
They each have their own separate date
of commemoration and they have a joint

commemoration on June 30th, a feast
whose importance is shown by the fact
that it is preceded by a period of fasting.
THE APOSTLES FAST
The Lenten season in honor of the
12 Apostles is a bit confusing at times
for it is a “flexible season” in that it
always ends on a fixed date (that being June 29) but begins on the Monday
that follows All Saints Day, which is a
moveable date each year based on the
date of Easter. When Easter is normally
in mid to late April, the Apostles Lent is
only a few days in length. When Easter
is in early April, as with this year, then
the Apostles Lent is longer. This year it
begins on Monday June 4 and runs till
June 29, a full 26 days. (In 2019, it will
be only 5 days in length, for Easter is
late April 28.)
The faithful are urged to observe
the usual food abstinence, expanded
prayer and alms giving guideline as
with the other fasting seasons the year.
The Apostles Lent takes the flavor of
the first part of the Christmas Advent
Lenten season (Nov 15 – Dec 12) in that
weddings are permitted. The guideline
on restricted food is the “lighter” fasting
in that only Wed’s and Fri’s are held as
strict fast days and the observance of the
Nativity of John the Baptist (June 24) is
always a light fast (fish is permitted) no
matter what day it falls on.
Let us rejoice in the ministry of
these 12 great men that began the spread
of Christianity to the far corners of the
earth. Let us remember their sacrifice
by our own sacrifice and discipline during the preparatory days ahead in which
we are called upon to focus on their
commitment and devotion to the Lord’s
commandments.
Fr. Andrew George is pastor of Annunciation Church in Cranston, R.I.

YORK, Pa. –Annunciation Church
celebrated its 100th anniversary April
28-29, with Archbishop Demetrios and
Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh in attendance.
Saturday, April 28, an open-house
event called “A Day of Orthodoxy,” included two prominent speakers, Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick and Fr. Alexander Goussetis. The day continued with a
Vespers service and a dinner dance.
The weekend celebrations culminated on Sunday morning with a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, concelebrated
by Archbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan Savas, assisted by Fr. Andrew
Sikitas, Archdeacons Panteleimon Papadopoulos and Ryan Gzikowski. At the
end of the Divine Liturgy, Archbishop
Demetrios elevated Fr. Andrew Tsikitas,
pastor of Annunciation community for
almost 13 years, to the office of Economos. To close out the weekend celebration and after the services, the community offered a luncheon in the Hellenic

Cultural Center expressing gratitude for
all the blessings and looking forward to
a hopeful and promising future.
Both Hierarchs addressed the attendees, congratulating the community
on its longevity, and its bright future.
The Greek Orthodox Church of the
Annunciation, in York, Pennsylvania,
began as most parishes of the Archdiocese, when a handful of Greek immigrants came and settled in York early in
the 20th Century. Out of a need to lay to
rest one of their own, this small group
of immigrants banded together and purchased a few plots of land to be used as
burial plots in what later became Mt.
Rose Cemetery, where the vast majority of the people in the community have
been laid to rest, even to this day. One
hundred years after its start, that community has grown into a parish of about
175 families, with a vibrant community,
and a large number of young families
with young children making up the majority of her membership.

Western Pa. Church Plans for 2019
ALIQUIPPA, Pa. – Plans are underway for the Kimisis Tis Theotokou
parish centennial celebration to take
place in mid-August 2019. Aliquippa is
a small city of about10,000 people located on the north side of the Pittsburgh
Metropolitan area.Event organizers, including contact person Margie Kakiou,
are reaching out to past and present
parishioners to contact the parish with

information regarding any persons with
connection to the church.The three-day
event, slated Aug. 16-18, 2019, will include a Taverna Night, banquet at the
Hyatt Regency Pittsburgh Airport and
Sunday Divine Liturgy followed by a
brunch or picnic.Those planning to attend should send names and contact
information to: Margie Kakiou, tett1@
yahoo.com, no later than Oct. 31.

Orthodox Observer photo
Centennial float
Fr. Al Demos (seated) pastor of St. Eleftherios Church in Manhattan, rides with other parish members on
the community’s float saluting its 100th year during the Greek Independence Day Parade.
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Metropolis News
Metropolis of Chicago Forms New
Council, Holds First Meeting
CHICAGO – The Metropolis of
Chicago has announced the formation
of its new Metropolis Council. The
Metropolis Council is the advisory and
consultative body to the Metropolitan and is concerned with the life and
growth of the Metropolis, its ministries,
institutions and financial condition.
“In forming the new Metropolis
Council, we sought members from
across the Metropolis’ Midwest region,
not just the Chicago area. It’s important
to bring new voices to the table, including people with professional expertise
who had not previously been asked to
serve the church,” Metropolitan Nathanael said. “Having a council that is
diverse in age and gender is also important as it allows us the opportunity
to consider a broad range of perspectives as we labor to transform the world
through our people’s God-given gifts
and talents.”
In his search for new members of
the Council, Metropolitan Nathanael
sought faithful Orthodox Christians
with backgrounds in a number of areas,
including: finance, real estate, education, communications, law, security,
development and management.
“As we set a course to build upon
past achievements and bring about important changes to the Church, it’s important to work with experts who could
provide new ideas for consideration,”
His Eminence said.
The Metropolis Council met for the
first time on Monday evening, May 7.
The Metropolis Council approved the
issuance of a Request for Proposal for
financial auditing services to audit the
Metropolis’ finances; reviewed the current financial condition of the Metropolis; and agreed to begin a year long Strategic Planning process, among other
agenda items. The Metropolis Council
also acknowledged the need to convene
a Metropolis Clergy-Laity Congress
after Pascha, 2019. Metropolitan Nathanael also announced the formation
of a Young Professionals Advisory
Board, which will work closely with
the Metropolis Council to ensure that
the emerging leaders of the Metropolis
are active participants and stakeholders
in the future of the Church.
Metropolis Council clergy members include:
• Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews, St.
George Church, St. Paul, Minn.
• Fr. Stephen Bithos, All Saints
Church, Joliet, Ill.
• Fr. Nicholas Georgiou, Holy Apostles Church, Westchester, Ill.
• Fr. Nicholas Greanias, Annunciation

Church, Kankakee, Ill.
• Deacon Paraskevas Hamalis, Holy Apostles Greek Orthodox
Church, Westchester, Ill.
• Fr. Chrysanthos Kerkeres, St. George
Church, Chicago
• Fr. Ciprian Sas, All Saints Church,
Peoria, Ill.
• Deacon Vasilios Smith, St. George
Church, Chicago  
Members of the Laity on the Council include:
• Nick Boosalis, St. Mary Church,
Minneapolis
• Gus Chafoulis, Sts. Kosmas and Damianos Church, Rochester, Minn.
• Lori Chiampas, St. Demetrios
Church, Chicago
• Athan Demakos, Sts. Peter and Paul
Church, Glenview, Ill.
• George Kafkes, St. Andrew Church,
Chicago
• George Korkos, M.D, Annunciation
Church, Milwaukee
• Lou Laros, Three Hierarchs Church,
Champaign, Ill.
• Michael Laudizio, St. Andrew
Church, Chicago
• Andrew Limoures, St. Demetrios
Church, Elmhurst, Ill.
• John Manos, St. Demetrios Church,
Elmhurst, Ill.
• John Mercuris, St. George Church,
Des Moines, Iowa
• Kosmas Pablecas, St. Nectarios
Church, Palatine, Ill.
• Rachael Pontikes, St. George
Church, Chicago
• Maria Schultz, Holy Trinity Church,
Sioux City, Iowa
• Chris Varones, St. Andrew Church,
Chicago
• Angela Zotos, St. Andrew Church,
Chicago
Georgia Loukas Demeros serves as
the non-voting legal advisor to the
Council. Other non-voting ex officio members include the St. Iakovos
Retreat Center president, the Philoptochos Society president, the Metropolis
Director of Ministries and the Metropolis Young Professionals Advisory
Board officers.
“I am sincerely grateful to everyone
who has agreed to give of their time
and talents by serving on the Metropolis Council. Together we will
assess, plan and implement positive
and necessary changes for the good
of our people and parishes across the
Metropolis of Chicago,” Metropolitan
Nathanael said.
Media Contact: Mark Spencer
Phone: (312) 796-0616
Email: mark.spencer@wyecomm.com

Psalm 49:15
But God will redeem my soul from the
power of the grave,
For He shall receive me.

Metropolitan Nathanael of
Chicago Visits Retreat Center
By John Ackerman

KANSASVILLE, Wis. - Metropolitan Nathanael of Chicago, recently
enthroned spiritual leader of Greek Orthodox parishioners in the Metropolis of
Chicago, visited St. Iakovos Retreat Center for its official opening on April 13.
The event began with the St. Iakovos
Retreat Center Zoodochos Peghe Chapel
Feast Day Divine Liturgy. This was the
Metropolitan’s first visit to the center.
The establishment of the retreat center, which serves as the site of the summer
FANARI Youth Camp amongst other ac-

tivities, was an accomplishment of Metropolitan Iakovos of Blessed Memory
years of organizing and fundraising.
The retreat center is a 137-acre facility that features the 11-acre Friendship
Lake with over 50 acres of pinewood
forest.
The center is a unique facility offering a peaceful setting for overnight
retreats and camps, as well as a beautiful environment for celebrations such as
weddings and family reunions.
For more information on Metropolitan Nathanael and the Metropolis of Chicago, visit: www.chicago.goarch.org.

Denver Metropolis Holds
1 Pan-Orthodox Women’s Retreat
st

CHEYENNE, Wyo. – Holy
Apostles Church hosted the inaugural
Pan-Orthodox Front Range Women’s
Retreat took place the weekend of the
Myrrh-Bearing Women, April 20-22.
The Retreat theme was “Journeying Towards the Kingdom: A Retreat for
Women by Women.” Mother Cassiana
from the Protection of the Holy Virgin
Orthodox Monastery near Lake George,
Colo., was the retreat master.
Mother Cassiana gave a presentation Friday evening and held a workshop Saturday.
The women divided into groups
and discuss assigned topics, then presented to all in attendance. The retreat

concluded Sunday after Divine Liturgy
with Fr. Christopher Xanthos, Holy
Apostles proistamenos.
The more than 40 women attending the retreat represented the following parishes: Assumption of the Theotokos Cathedral (GOC) Denver; St.
Herman (OCA) Littleton, Colo.; St.
Catherine (GOC) Greenwood Village,
Colo.; St. Luke (OCA) Erie, Colo.; Sts.
Peter & Paul (GOC) Boulder, Colo.;
St. Spyridon (GOC) Loveland, Colo.;
St. James (AOCC) Ft. Collins, Colo.;
Sts. Constantine & Helen (GOC), and
Holy Apostles (GOC) both from Cheyenne; and Assumption of the Theotokos
(GOC) Virginia Beach, Va.

THE FATHERS INTERPRET
Apostoliki Diakonia,
a significant and multi-faceted
ministry of the Church
of Greece, published in 1996
the book OΙ ΠΑΤΕΡΕΣ
ΕΡΜΗΝΕΥΟΥΝ authored by
Archbishop Demetrios
of America.

The book contained six
original studies on patristic
biblical exegesis.
Now, Apostoliki Diakonia
has published these
studies in English
in a new book titled
THE FATHERS
INTERPRET.
ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE NATIONAL MINISTRIES
To purchase your copy of The Fathers Interpret
($15 per copy + $6 S&H) please call 212-774-0244, or email gotel@goarch.org,
or comple the order form below and mail it to: Department of Communications, Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075.

Yes, I want to order _____ copies
Enclosed is my check for:
$______________________________ or
Exp. date: _________

Name: _________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
City: _________________State:_____ Zip: _________

Card No.: _____________________________________
Name on Card: ________________________________
Signature:_____________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________
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A Guide to the National Ministries
WHAT IT DOES

HOW IT AFFECTS YOU

RESOURCES

Gathers and records materials
relating to the history of the
Greek people, their culture
and religion in the United States.

Provides information
and photographs on request
to scholars, researchers
and authors.

Online, hardcopy data
and photographs.

Provides
information
about the Church
through electronic, social
and print media.
Provides
for the instruction
of Greek and promotes
Hellenic culture.

Connects parishioners
to the National Church through
print , social and electronic media.
Informs the U.S. and Greek media
and general public about Orthodoxy.

Videos of religious
television productions, Orthodox
Observer, annual yearbook,
ecclesiastical calendar,
website, e–bulletin, listserver.

Provides textbooks and other
instructional materials for all Greek
afternoon and parochial schools;
teacher training.

Textbooks,
other educational
materials for Greek schools.

Responsible for overall
technology vision and direction
of the Archdiocese of America.

Provides direct support and
training to metropolises and
parishes for their technology needs.

Promotes relations
with other Orthodox Christian
jurisdictions, other Christian
churches and other faith groups in
the U.S.
Addresses issues relevant to
marriage and family life through
the Center for Family Care and
Office of Interfaith Marriage.

Online access the Archdiocese
and to various
Orthodox websites.

Through its efforts,
parishes benefit through
more meaningful contacts
with such groups at the local level.

Contacts between
the Archdiocese and other
Christian denominations
and other Faiths.

Brings more aspects of Orthodox faith
into the home and more families to
church. Helps couples, families and
parishes with marriage and family life.

Provides printed, online,
social media resources.
Conducts conferences,
training and retreats.

Metropolis Ministries

Coordinates the services
of the National Ministries
at the Metropolis level.

Serves as the vital link between each
parish and the National Ministries
program, and provides additional
ministries at the local level.

Administers national ministries
and provides direct assistance
to parishes.

Office of Development

Serves Christ by engages people
through faith-based fundraising
programs to share their resources to
benefit the Greek Orthodox Church.

Financial support helps strengthen
the National Ministries with new
projects

Provides presentations for parish
fundraising programs and information on how to financially support
National Ministries.

Public Relatios

Coordinates Archdiocese
involvement in public and political
issues affecting the Church.

Works with local parishes
in events such
as Patriarchal visits.

Direct contact
with government officials at the local,
state and national levels.

Maintains records
relating to the life of the faithful of
the Church.

Issues marriage licenses, divorce
decrees, baptismal and chrismation
certificates, replaces lost transcripts.

Provides important documents
for vital statistics
and maintains records.

Develops and provides religious
education materials to advance
the metropolis and parish programs.

Sunday schools use materials
and run programs including the
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.

Resources, Sunday School texts
and other materials,
oratorical festival information.

Works with National Stewardship
Ministries Team and Outreach
and Evangelism Advisory Board.

Provides resources for parish ministry, support for parish leadership
and stewardship activities.

Provides materials and data
to help parishes
in their stewardship efforts.

Coordinates the national youth and
young adult programs with metropolis
youth directors. Administers campus
and camping ministries.

Provides opportunities
for parish youth
to participate
more fully in the Church.

Online and harcdopy materials to youth
directors, workers; administers youth
camps, including Ionian Village;
maintains listserver and blogs..

MINISTRY
Archives
Communications*
*(includes GOTelecom,
Press Office, Internet Ministries,
Orthodox Observer)
Greek Education
Information
Technologies
Inter-Orthodox
Ecumenical, Interfaith
Marriage & Family

Registry
Religious Education

Stewardship, Outreach
and Evangelism
Youth,
Young Adult Ministries*
*(includes camping ministries
and Ionian Village)
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GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

Σύνοδος Κορυφής για τη Θρησκευτική Ελευθερία
ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Ηγετικά στελέχη
το υ Τάγ μ ατο ς των Αρχόν των το υ
Αγίου Ανδρέα συγκάλεσαν στις αρχές
Μαΐ ου, σ ύν ο δ ο κορυ φής σ τ η Νέ α
Υόρκη εις συνέχεια των προσπαθειών
και των ενεργειών των Αρχόντων και
τ ης Ομογ έν ειας τ ης Αμερικής γ ια
την υπεράσπιση των θρησκευτικών
ελευθεριών γενικά, του Οικουμενικού
Πατριαρχείου Κωνσταντινουπόλεως

ειδικότερ α και του Παν αγ ιωτάτου
Ο ι κ ο υ μ ε ν ι κ ο ύ Πατρ ι άρχο υ κ . κ .
Βαρθολομαίου.
Επιπ λ έ ον, η σ ύν ο δ ο ς κορυ φής
ήτ α ν σ υ ν έ χε ι α τ ω ν θ ε μ άτ ω ν π ο υ
παρουσιάστηκαν στο 3ο Διεθνές Συνέδριο
των Αρχόντων για τις Θρησκευτικές
Ελευθερίες που πραγαμτοποιήθηκε στην
Ουάσιγκτον το περασμένο Δεκέμβριο.
Το Τάγμα του Αγίου Ανδρέα παίρνοντας

παράδειγμα και δύναμη από το καθεστώς
θρησκευτικής ελευθερίας που υπάρχει
στις Ηνωμένες Πολιτείες, έχει στηρίξει το
Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο επί δεκαετίες,
πρ ο σ φέρ ον τας εν θ άρρυν σ η, ηθ ική
οικονομική στήριξη, συμβάλλοντας
ώ στε το Οικουμενικό Πατριαρχείο
ανταπεξέλθει επιτυχώς στις δύσκολες
συγκυρίες όπως διωγμοί, πυρκαγιές και
άλλα είδη κακοποίησης και βανδαλισμών.

ΕΑΡΙΝΗ ΣΥΝΕΔΡΙΑΣΗ ΤΟΥ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΟΥ
ΣΥΜΒΟΥΛΙΟΥ ΣΤΟ ΠΙΤΣΜΠΟΥΡΓΚ
Tου Σταύρου Η. Παπαγερμανού

ΠΙΤΣΜΠΟΥΡΓΚ – Το Αρχιεπισκοπικό
Συμβούλιο της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής,
συνήλθε για την εαρινή του συνεδρία στις
3 και 4 Μαΐου 2018 στο Πίτσμπουργκ της
Πενσυλβάνιας, υπό την προεδρεία του
Σεβασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου Γέροντος
Αμερικής κ. Δημητρίου.
Την Πέμπτη 3 Μαΐου ξεκίνησαν οι
εργασίες του συμβουλίου με τις επί μέρους
συνεδριάσεις των επιτροπών. Συγκεκριμένα
συνεδρίασαν οι επιτροπές Οικονομικών,
Διοικητικών, Λογιστικού Ελέγχου, Γάμου
και Οικογενείας, Λογίας, Επιστασίας και
Διαδόσεως του Ευαγγελίου, Κατηχητικής
Παιδείας, Νεολαίας, Επικοινωνιών και
Τεχνολογίας.
Την επομένη, Παρασκευή 3 Μαΐου,
συνήλθε η ολομέλεια του Αρχιεπισκοπικού
Συμβουλίου. Στη συνεδρίαση της ολομέλειας
παρευρέθησαν τα μέλη της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής
Συνόδου, οι Μητροπολίτες Βοστώνης κ.
Μεθόδιος, Ντιτρόϊτ κ. Νικόλαος, Πιτσβούργου
κ. Σάββας και Σικάγου κ. Ναθαναήλ.
Παρευρέθησαν επίσης ο Πρωτοσύγκελλος
της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Επίσκοπος Φασιανής
κ. Αντώνιος και ο Πρωτοσύγκελλος της Ι.
Μητροπόλεως Αγίου Φραγκίσκου Επίσκοπος
Μήδειας κ. Απόστολος.
Με τον αναστάσιμο ύμνο “Χριστός
Ανέστη” και την εναρκτήρια προσευχή άνοιξε
τη συνεδρίαση ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος.
Στην προσφώνησή του, ο Σεβασμιώτατος,
εξέφρασε ευχαριστίες προς τα μέλη του
Συμβουλίου και προς τους Μητροπολίτες της
Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου, για την αδιάκοπη

και σκληρή εργασία των και την συμβολή
χρόνου και ταλάντων στην προώθηση
του ιερού έργου της Εκκλησίας, καθώς η
Αρχιεπισκοπή διέβη μια ταραχώδη περίοδο.
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος αναφέρθηκε
στα πολλά παραδείγματα ακμαζουσών ενοριών
της Αρχιεπισκοπής οι οποίες εόρτασαν
και συνεχίζουν να εορτάζουν επετείους
εκατονταετηρίδος, αποδεικνύοντας έτσι την
άνθηση και τη ζωτικότητα της ορθοδόξου
πίστεως. Αυτό το καθημερινό αποστολικό
έργο που επιτελείται στις Μητροπόλεις
και στις κοινότητές μας αποτελεί μια
πολλά υποσχόμενη πραγματικότητα της
Αρχιεπισκοπής μας. Κι αυτό το έργο, σημείωσε,
αντικατοπτρίζουν τα λαμπερά πρόσωπα των
παιδιών μας.
Ο Σεβασμιώτατος αναγνώρισε ορισμένες
οδυνηρές συνθήκες των οικονομικών πτυχών
της ζωής της Αρχιεπισκοπής, και είπε ότι η
κατάσταση πολλές φορές διαστρεβλώνεται
σκοπίμως ή μη, από έναν εκπληκτικό αριθμό
παρανοήσεων και ανακριβειών, διότι πολλοί
άνθρωποι στην «μετά την αλήθεια» (1)
εποχή που ζούμε σπεύδουν να εκφράσουν
και να διαδώσουν ψεύτικες και αβάσιμες
απόψεις αλλά όχι ακριβή στοιχεία. Αυτή
είναι μια οδυνηρή κατάσταση για τους
ανθρώπους της αλήθειας και της ακρίβειας,
είπε ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος.
Εν κατακλείδι και λαμβάνοντας ως
αφορμή χωρία των επιστολών του Αποστόλου
Παύλου, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος τόνισε ότι υπάρχει
μεγάλη δυνατότητα και ευκαιρίες για
αποτελεσματικό έργο, θύρα γαρ μοι ανέωγε
μεγάλη και ενεργής και αντικείμενοι πολλοί,
έστω και αν είναι πολλοί οι αντίπαλοι· ενώ
πρόσθεσε, αλλ’ εν τούτοις πάσιν υπερνικώμεν

διά του αγαπήσαντος ημάς Ιησού Χριστού.
Ο Αντιπρόεδρος του Αρχιεπισκοπικού
Συμβουλίου κ. Γεώργιος Τσαντίκος στις
εισαγωγικές του παρατηρήσεις είπε ότι
οι προκλήσεις της οικονομικής κρίσεως
έχουν λάβει τέλος και πρόσθεσε ότι τώρα
όλοι εργαζόμεθα για την ολοκλήρωση και
αποπεράτωση του Αγίου Νικολάου. Είμεθα
ενωμένοι και βρισκόμεθα στο πλευρό του
αγαπητού μας Αρχιεπισκόπου, συμπλήρωσε.
Επιπλέον ο κ. Τσαντίκος τόνισε ότι ο πιστός
λαός της Αρχιεπισκοπής θα παραμείνει
ενωμένος και δεν θα αποθαρρυνθεί από
οποιαδήποτε προσπάθεια διασπάσεως
της προσοχής του. Κάλεσε δε τα μέλη του
Συμβουλίου να μοιραστούν την αλήθεια και,
μέσα από την αλήθεια και το ενωτικό μήνυμα
του Αναστάντος Χριστού, να διατηρήσουν την
ενότητα και τη χαρά.
Μετά την ανάγνωση των ονομάτων
των μελών του Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου
από την Γραμματέα του σώματος κυρία Κάθι
Γουώλς, διεπιστώθη απαρτία. Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος
δραττόμενος της ευκαιρίας απέτισε ιδιαίτερη
τιμή προς τον κ. Άρθουρ (Αθανάσιος
Αντωνόπουλος) Άντον για την πολυετή
προσφορά του στην Εκκλησία εν γένει, και την
αδιάλειπτη παρουσία του στις συνεδριάσεις
του Αρχιεπισκοπικού. Τα μέλη σηκώθηκαν από
τις θέσεις των και επευφήμησαν το κ. Άντον με
παρατεταμένο χειροκρότημα.
Ο πρόεδρος της Επιτροπής Οικονομικών
κ. Λάζαρος Κίρκος παρουσίασε την έκθεση του
Ταμία του Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου. Ο
Ταμίας, κ. Μιχαήλ Ψαρός, ο οποίος συμμετείχε
στις εργασίες της πρώτης ημέρας, δεν μπόρεσε
να παρευρεθεί στη συνεδρίαση της ολομέλειας.
Ο κ. Κίρκος είπε ότι είναι καιρός να

προχωρήσουμε μπροστά αφήνοντας πίσω την
οικονομική κρίση, διασφαλίζοντας παράλληλα
ότι δεν θα ξανασυμβεί. Είπε ότι υπάρχουν
πολλά σημάδια της προόδου στα οικονομικά
και ανέφερε ότι πολλές ενορίες έχουν
προπληρώσει τη συνολική ετήσια συνδρομή
τους βοηθώντας την Αρχιεπισκοπή σε αυτές
τις δύσκολες στιγμές. Ο κ. Κίρκος πρόσθεσε
ότι η χρηματοοικονομική σταθερότητα
επετεύχθη κυρίως λόγω περικοπών ύψους
8,3 εκατ. δολαρίων. Επιπλέον ανέφερε ότι η
Αρχιεπισκοπή μπόρεσε να επιστρέψει ένα
εκατομμύριο δολάρια στον λογαριασμό
του Αγίου Νικολάου από τον οποίο είχε
προηγουμένως δανειστεί για την κάλυψη
τρεχουσών λειτουργικών αναγκών. Ο κ.
Λάζαρος Κίρκος ενημέρωσε το Α.Σ. ότι η
Αρχιεπισκοπή πρόκειται να λάβει δάνειο από
τράπεζα, το οποίο θα επιτρέψει την ταχεία
αποπληρωμή του υπολοίπου που οφείλεται
στον λογαριασμό του Αγίου Νικολάου και
την πληρωμή άλλων εκκρεμών υποχρεώσεων.
Το Αρχιεπισκοπικό Συμβούλιο, μετά από
συζήτηση εξέφρασε την πλήρη στήριξή του
στην απόφαση της Εκτελεστικής Επιτροπής
για τη σύναψη δανείου.
Επιπλέον, ο Πρόεδρος της Επιτροπής
Οικονομικών εξήρε τη στάση του οργανισμού
«Αρχιεπίσκοπος Ιάκωβος Ηγεσία των 100», ο
οποίος ήταν και είναι πολύ υποστηρικτικός
ειδικά κατά τη διάρκεια αυτής της τελευταίας
κρίσιμης περιόδου. Στη συνέχεια παρουσίασε
την έκθεση της Επιτροπής Οικονομικών και
τους προτεινόμενους προϋπολογισμούς για
τη διετία 2019-20. Έγιναν εκτενείς συζητήσεις
για τον προϋπολογισμό και τις αναμενόμενες
αυξήσεις των ασφαλιστικών και άλλων
πληθωριστικών δαπανών.
Η κυρία Κάθι Γουώλς παρουσίασε
επιγραμματικά τις νομικές προκλήσεις που
αντιμετωπίζει η Αρχιεπισκοπή. Σημείωσε ότι
εδώ και πολλά χρόνια το έργο της νομικής
επιτροπής και του νομικού συμβούλου της
Αρχιεπισκοπής παρέχεται απολύτως χωρίς
αμοιβή (pro-bono), κάτι που δεν μπορεί να
υποστηριχθεί στο μέλλον μόνο με εθελοντική
προσφορά.
Η κ. Ελένη Άλλεν, πρόεδρος της
Ελεγκτικής Επιτροπής δήλωσε ότι το έργο της
επιτροπής είναι προσφορά αγάπης προς την
Εκκλησία και την Αρχιεπισκοπή και τα μέλη
της είναι απολύτως προσηλωμένα στις αρχές
της απολύτου διαφάνειας και λογοδοσίας
σταθμίζοντας παράλληλα και νομικές
παραμέτρους. Είπε επίσης ότι οι αλλαγές που
εφαρμόζονται στην Αρχιεπισκοπή πρέπει
να εφαρμοστούν και στα άλλα επίπεδα της
Εκκλησίας, στις Μητροπόλεις και στις ενορίες.
Η κ. Άλλεν αρχικώς παρουσίασε της
έκθεση της ειδικής ερευνητικής επιτροπής
για τον Άγιο Νικόλαο (βλ. Press Release,
Update on St. Nicholas Investigation) Είπε
ότι σύμφωνα με την έκθεση το ποσό που
οφείλεται από την Αρχιεπισκοπή προς το
ταμείο του Αγ. Νικολάου είναι λιγότερο
από 3,7 εκατομμύρια εκ των οποίων ένα
εκατομμύριο έχει ήδη επιστραφεί και το
υπόλοιπο αναμένεται να επιστραφεί σύντομα.
Τόνισε ότι το όλο ποσό θα επιστραφεί και
μάλιστα με τόκο και ότι το όλο θέμα ανήκει
τώρα στο παρελθόν και πρέπει όλοι να
ασχοληθούμε και να προγραμματίσουμε το
μέλλον. Απ’ όλες τις παρουσιάσεις και τη
συζήτηση που ακολούθησε κατέστη προφανές
ότι δεν υπήρξε εγκληματική δραστηριότητα ή
απάτη που να σχετίζεται με τον Άγιο Νικόλαο.
Ο κ. Στέλιος Χριστοφόρου, διευθυντής
του τμήματος Νεολαίας παρουσίασε μια έκθεση
σχετικά με το έργο για την προστασία των
παιδιών και των νέων, τις σχετικές πρακτικές
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Χιλιάδες Συμμετείχαν στην
Ελληνική Παρέλαση στη Νέα Υόρκη

Ὡλοκληρώθησαν αἱ ἐργασίαι
τῆς συνελθούσης ὑπό τήν προεδρείαν
τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος, εἰς τακτικάς
συνεδρίας τήν Πέμπτην, 19ην, καί τήν
Παρασκευήν, 20ήν Ἀπριλίου 2018,
Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου, κατά τάς
ὁποίας ἐθεωρήθησαν ἅπαντα τά ἐν
τῇ ἡμερησίᾳ διατάξει ἀναγεγραμμένα
θέματα, ἐφ᾿ ὧν καί ἐλήφθησαν αἱ
προσήκουσαι ἀποφάσεις.
Τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον,
ἔχον, κατά τούς Θείους καί Ἱερούς
Καν όν α ς κ α ί τ ήν μ α κρ α ί ων α
ἐκκλησιαστικήν τάξιν καί Ἱεράν
Παράδοσιν, τήν μέριμναν πασῶν τῶν
ἀνά τόν κόσμον Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν
καί τήν εὐθύνην τῆς πανορθοδόξου
ἑνότητος, ἰδιαιτέρως δέ ἔναντι τοῦ
λαβόντος τήν σωτήριον Χριστιανικήν
πίστιν καί τό ἅγιον Βάπτισμα ἐκ
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως Ὀρθοδόξου
Οὐκρανικοῦ λαοῦ, ὡς ἀληθής μήτηρ
Ἐκκλησία αὐτοῦ, ἠσχολήθη διεξοδικῶς
μέ τό θέμα τῆς ἐκκλησιαστικῆς ἐν
Οὐκρανίᾳ καταστάσεως, ὡς ἔπραξε καί
εἰς προηγουμένας συνοδικάς συνεδρίας,
ἀπεδέχθη αἴτημα περί ἐκχωρήσεως
αὐτοκεφαλίας ἀπό μέρους ἐκκλησια-στικῶν καί πολιτικῶν παραγόντων,
ἐκπροσωπούντων πολλά ἑκατομμύρια
Ὀρθοδόξων Οὐκρανῶν, καί ἀπεφάσισε
τήν ἐπ’ αὐτοῦ ἐκ τοῦ σύνεγγυς
ἐπικοινωνίαν μετά τῶν λοιπῶν
ἀδελφῶν ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν πρός
ἐνημέρωσιν καί συντονισμόν.

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

Στην Παρέλαση στη Νέα Υόρκη
γ ι α τον ε ο ρτα σ μ ό τ η ς Ε λ λην ι κή ς
Ημέρας Ανεξαρτησίας που έλαβε χώρα
στις 22 Απριλίου συμμετείχαν χιλιάδες
παρελαύνοντες και περίπου 50 άρματα.
Της παρέλασης ηγήθηκαν ο Επίτιμος
Πρόεδρός της Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος
και ως τελετάρχες ο Κυβερνήτης Andrew
Cuomo, η Εισαγγελέας της Κομητείας
Νάσο Madeline Singas, ο φιλάνθρωπος
Παντελής Μπούμπουρας και εκπρόσωποι
της Ελληνικής και Κυπριακής Κυβέρνησης.
Η παρ αδο σιακή εμφ άνισ η των
Ευ ζών ων, Πρ ο εδρ ική Φρ ουρ ά τ ης
Ελ ληνικής Δημοκρατίας αποτέλεσε
κορυφαίο γεγονός της παρέλασης.
Στην παρέλαση συμμετείχαν επίσης
και μέλη του Ελληνικού Κολλεγίου του
Αριστοτελείου Πανεπιστημίου, της Σχολής
Επιχειρήσεων του Πανεπιστημίου Αιγαίου
από την Ελλάδα και άλλοι.

Ἐν τοῖς Πατριαρχείοις τῇ 22ᾳ
Ἀπριλίου 2018.

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

Αποφοίτηση στον Άγιο Βασίλειο
GARRISON, N.Y. – Η 71η Τελετή
Αποφοίτησης στην Ακαδημία Αγίου
Βασιλείου στις 2 Ιουνίου συμπεριέλαβε
την απονομή της μεγαλύτερης τιμητικής
διάκρισης της Αρχιεπισκοπής προς λαϊκούς
πρόσωπο, ήτοι το Μετάλλιο του Αγίου
Παύλου, το οποίο απονεμήθηκε στην επί
σειρά ετών επίτροπο και πρόεδρο Evellyn
Tsiadis.
Η κα. Tsiadis υπηρέτησε ως πρόεδρος
του συμβουλίου επί 11 έτη ως και πέρυσι.
Υπηρέτησε συνολικά 15 έτη ως επίτροπος,
συμπεριλαμβανομένων δύο ως γραμματέας
του συμβουλίου.

τος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

Η απονομή έγινε από τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο
Δημήτριο, ο οποίος δεν αναμένετο να
παρευρεθεί λόγω του ότι νωρίς το πρωί της
ίδιας ημέρας είχε επιστρέψει στη Νέα Υόρκη
από την Κωνσταντινούπολη, πλην όμως
διήνυσε 80 περίπου μίλια για να φθάσει
εγκαίρως στην εκδήλωση.
Εκτός από τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο στην
εκδήλωση παρευρέθηκαν ο Γενικός
Πρόξενος της Ελλάδας στη Νέα Υόρκη
Κωνσταντίνος Κούτρας, η Πρόξενος της
Ελλάδος στη Νέα Υόρκη Λάνα Ζωχιού και
ο Αρχιμανδρίτης Κωνσταντίνος Μώραλης,
αντιπρόεδρος του διοικητικού συμβουλίου.

Αριστερά αΟ Γενικός Πρόξενος της Ελλάδας Κωνσταντίνος Κούτρας και ο
Σεβασμιώτατος με τη νεαρότερη απόφοιτο του νηπιαγωγείου Alia James
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Επίσημη επίσκεψη του Αρχιεπισκόπου
στη Σπάρτη-Λακωνία

Aριστερά, o Μητροπολίτης Σπάρτης κ. Ευστάθιος με τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο Δημήτριο και
δεξιά, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος ευλογεί κατά το εσπερινό, στο πλάϊ του διακρίνεται ο κ. Καλοειδής.
ΣΠΑΡΤΗ, Ελλάδα – Ο Σεβασμιώτατος
Αρχιεπίσκοπος Γέρων Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος
πραγματοποίησε επίσημη επίσκεψη στην Ιερά
Μητρόπολη Μονεμβασίας και Σπάρτης.
Την Κυριακή της Πεντηκοστής, 27
Μαΐου 2018, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος
προεξήρχε της Θείας Λειτουργίας στον
Μητροπολιτικό Ναό του Ευαγγελισμού
της Θεοτόκου Σπάρτης. Μετά το πέρας
της λειτουργίας, ο Πολιτιστικός Σύλλογος
Αποδήμων και Επαναπατρισθέντων Λακώνων
«Ο Λεωνίδας» προσέφερε στον Αρχιεπίσκοπο
μία τιμητική πλακέτα και μία εικόνα των
Λακώνων Αγίων, ως ενθύμιο και ως ένδειξη
ευγνωμοσύνης για όσα έχει προσφέρει και
συνεχίζει να προσφέρει στην Ομογένεια και
στο έθνος. Ο Σεβασμιώτατος ανταπέδωσε
δωρίζοντας στο ναό σκεπάσματα για τα Άγια
δισκοπότηρα.
Εσπερινός του Αγίου Πνεύματος
Το απόγευμα της Κυριακής, στον Ι.Ν.
Αγίας Τριάδος Ξηροκαμπίου, τελέσθηκε
πανηγυρικός αρχιερατικός εσπερινός για τον
εορτασμό του Αγ. Πνεύματος, προεξάρχοντος
του Αρχιεπισκόπου Δημητρίου και παρουσία
πολιτικών και στρατιωτικών αρχών και
πλήθους κόσμου. Κατά τη διάρκεια του
αρχιερατικού εσπερινού, ο εφημέριος και
αρχιερατικός επίτροπος Ξηροκαμπίου,
πρωτ. Γεώργιος Λάτσης προσέφερε στον
Αρχιεπίσκοπο Αμερικής ως αναμνηστικό
της παρουσίας του στη Φάριδα, μία εικόνα
καθώς και βιβλία που αναφέρονται στο
Ξηροκάμπι και τα μοναστήρια της περιοχής.
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος ανταπέδωσε με την
προσφορά ενός σετ ποτηροκαλυμμάτων.
Δώρα προσέφεραν, επίσης, εκ μέρους του
Δημοτικού Συμβουλίου Δ. Σπάρτης, ο
αντιδήμαρχος κ. Γεώργιος Κονίδης, καθώς
και η ηγουμένη της Ιεράς Μονής Ζερμπίτσης,
Μακαριώτισσα μοναχή.
Συλλειτούργησαν Αμερικής και Σπάρτης
Την Δευτέρα 28 Μαΐου 2018, εορτή
του Αγίου Πνεύματος ο Σεβασμιώτατος

Αρχιεπίσκοπος Γέρων Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος
συλλειτούργησε με τον τοπικό ιεράρχη
Σεβασμιώτατο Μητροπολίτη Σπάρτης
κ. Ευστάθιο και πολλούς κληρικούς της
περιοχής στον πανηγυρίζοντα Ιερό Ναό της
Αγίας Τριάδος Σκάλας.
Κατά την προσφώνησή του ο σεπτός
Ποιμενάρχης της Σπάρτης Μητροπολίτης
Ευστάθιος μίλησε με θερμά λόγια για την
προσωπικότητα και το πλούσιο ποιμαντικό
έργο του Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής, ενώ του
πρόσφερε ένα επιγονάτιο και έναν σταυρό
ευλογίας. Στη συνέχεια τον λόγο πήραν
ο Δήμαρχος Δ. Ευρώτα κ. Δήμος Βέρδος,
ο οποίος πρόσφερε στον Αρχιεπίσκοπο
έ ν α κα λά θ ι μ ε τοπ ι κά πρ ο ϊ όν τα , η
Αντιπεριφερειάρχης Π.Ε Λακωνίας κα
Αδαμαντία Τζανετέα, η οποία δώρισε στον
Σεβασμιώτατο κ. Δημήτριο το δίτομο έργο
του κ. Σαράντου Καργάκου για την ιστορία
της αρχαίας Σπάρτης, ο Διοικητής της
στρατιωτικής φρουράς Λακωνίας ταξίαρχος
κ. Ιορδάνης Χατζηνικολάου, που πρόσφερε
τον θ υρεό του Σώματος Εφοδιασμού
Μεταφορών και ένα βιβλίο με την ιστορία του
ΚΕΕΜ καθώς και μία μαθήτρια που πρόσφερε
στον Αρχιεπίσκοπο Αμερικής, εκ μέρους της
νεολαίας της περιοχής, μία ανθοδέσμη.
Από την πλευρά του ο Σεβασμιώτατος
Αρχιεπίσκοπος, εμφανώς συγκινημένος,
ε υχαρ ί σ τ η σ ε θ ερ μ ά τό σ ο τον Σ εβ .
Ποιμενάρχη όσο και τους υπόλοιπους
ομιλητές για τα καρδιακά λόγια και τα
δώρα τους. Ιδιαίτερα στον Σεβασμιώτατο
κ. Ευστάθιο αντιπρόσφερε ένα ωμοφόριο
και ένα πετραχήλι, ενώ στον εφημέριο
Σκάλας π. Ευστράτιο Χρυσικάκο δώρισε, ως
ευλογία για τον Ναό, καλύμματα για τα ιερά
δισκοπότηρα.
Στην θρησκευτική τελετή παραβρέθηκαν
οι τρεις Βουλευτές Λακωνίας κύριοι Σταύρος
Αραχωβίτης, Αθανάσιος Δαβάκης και
Λεωνίδας Γρηγοράκος.
Πηγές: poimin.gr & lakonikos.gr
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και τακτικές που βελτιώνουν κατά πολύ το
υπάρχον Εγχειρίδιο Προστασίας των Νέων. Οι
κανονισμοί αυτοί που δημιούργησε το τμήμα
αποβλέπουν στο να βοηθήσουν κληρικούς
και λαϊκούς οι οποίοι επιφορτίζονται με την
επιλογή, την κατάρτιση και την εποπτεία
όσων εργάζονται με νέους στα προγράμματα
της Αρχιεπισκοπή, των Μητροπόλεων και των
ενοριών της.
Ο κ. Κωνσταντίνος Καρράς, πρόεδρος της
Επιτροπής Διοικητικών θεμάτων παρουσίασε
σειρά προτεινόμενων τροποποιήσεων
των κανονισμών της Αρχιεπισκοπής και
ακολούθησε εκτενής διάλογος.
Ιδιαίτερα πετυχημένη, παραγωγική
και ουσιαστική θεώρησε τη συνεδρίαση ο
Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ.
Δημήτριος και απηχώντας τις πεποιθήσεις
όλων των μελών, όπως εκφράστηκαν κατά

τη διάρκεια των εργασιών, είπε ότι παρ’
όλες τις επιθέσεις, την παραπληροφόρηση
και την αρνητικότητα ορισμένων κύκλων, η
ανοικοδόμηση του Αγίου Νικολάου πρέπει
να συνεχιστεί το συντομότερο δυνατό και να
ολοκληρωθεί το συντομότερο δυνατόν.
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος ζήτησε επίσης από τα
μέλη του Α.Σ. να πράξουν κάθε τι δυνατόν
για την μέγιστη δυνατή συμμετοχή όλων των
ενοριών στην προσεχή 44η Κληρικολαϊκή
Συνέλευση στη Βοστώνη.
(1) ΣΗΜ.: Post-truth, δηλ. «μετά
την αλήθεια» όρος μεταφρασμένος από τα
Αγγλικά που δηλώνει «συνθήκες υπό τις οποίες
αντικειμενικά γεγονότα έχουν λιγότερη επιρροή
στη διαμόρφωση της κοινής γνώμης απ’ ό,τι οι
αναφορές στο συναίσθημα και τα προσωπικά
πιστεύω».
Φωτογραφίες: https://flic.kr/s/aHskANBUa5

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος ευλογεί τους παρισταμένους στην τελετή του Αγιασμού. Διακρίνονται από
αριστερά, Παν. Παπανικολάου, Μαριάννα Βαρδινογιάννη, Άντρη Αναστασιάδη, Νίκος Αναστασιάδης,
Προκόπης Παυλόπουλος, η σύζυγός του Β. Παυλοπούλου-Πελτσεμή και η Γεωργία Καλοειδή.

Ένα έργο ζωής των ομογενών ευεργετών
Δημητρίου και Γεωργίας Καλοειδή
Π α λ α ι ο λ ό γ ι ο , Μ Υ Σ Τ ΡΑ Σ – Ο
Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής
κ. Δημήτριος προεξήρχε των εγκαινίων του
νέου ξενοδοχείου πέντε αστέρων Mystras
Grand Palace Resort & Spa των ομογενών
από τη Νέα Υόρκη μεγάλων δωρητών
και ευεργετών Δημητρίου και Γεωργίας
Καλοειδή που πραγματοποιήθηκαν την
Δευτέρα 28 Μαΐου 2018, εορτή του Αγίου
Πνεύματος. Η τελετή έλαβε χώρα παρουσία
του Προέδρου της Ελληνικής Δημοκρατίας
κ. Προκόπη Παυλόπουλου και του Πρόεδρου
της Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας κ. Νίκου
Αναστασιάδη. Μαζί με τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο
στην τελετή του Αγιασμού συμμετείχαν
και συνευλόγησαν οι Σεβασμιώτατοι
Μητροπολίτες Μονεμβασίας και Σπάρτης
κ. Ευστάθιος και Μάνης κ. Χρυσόστομος.
Ο Προέδρος της Ελληνικής Δημοκρατίας κ. Προκόπης Παυλόπουλος,
στην ομιλία του, εξήρε την προσφορά
του ζεύγους Καλοειδή εν γένει και την
πρωτοβουλία τους να δημιουργήσουν στο
Μυστρά μια τόσο σημαντική υποδομή για
την πατρίδα τους και τον τουρισμό.
Την διεύθυνση και λειτουργία του
Mystras Grand Palace έχει αναλάβει ο
επίσης ομογενής επιχειρηματίας κ. Πανίκος
Παπανικολάου ο οποίος είναι πρόεδρος και
διευθύνων σύμβουλος.
Στη τελετή του αγιασμού παρευρέθηκαν
πολ λοί επίσημοι, εκπρ ό σωποι από
το κόσμο της πολιτικής της τοπικής
αυτοδιοικήσεως, των στρατιωτικών αρχών,
του επιχειρηματικού και δημοσιογραφικού
κόσμου και ο απλός λαός της Λακωνίας.
Την παρουσίαση έκανε η γνωστή ηθοποιός
και παρουσιάστρια Ζέτα Μακρυπούλια
και μεταξύ άλλων παρέστησαν ο τέως
Πρόεδρος της Κυπριακής Δημοκρατίας

κ. Δημήτριος Χριστόφιας, ο Υπουργός
Ναυτιλίας και Νησιωτικής Πολιτικής κ.
Παναγιώτης Κουρουμπλής, ο Πρόεδρος
της Βουλής των Αντιπροσώπων της Κύπρου
κ. Δημήτριος Συλλούρης, η πρέσβης της
Κύπρου στην Ισπανία κ. Κούλα Σοφιανού,
η Πρέσβης Καλής Θελήσεως της UNESCO κα. Μαριάννα Βαρδινογιάννη, οι
Βουλευτές κ.κ. Μιλτιάδης Βαρβιτσιώτης,
Αθανάσιος Δαβάκης, Σταύρος Αραχωβίτης
και Λεωνίδας Γρηγοράκος, και επιπλέον, ο
Περιφερειάρχης Πελοποννήσου κ. Πέτρος
Τατούλης, η Αντιπεριφερειάρχης Λακωνίας
κα Ντία Τζανετέα, ο Αν. Γεν. Γραμματέας
Συντονισμού του Υπουργείου Εσωτερικών
κ. Τζανέτος Φιλιππάκος, ο Δήμαρχος
Σπάρτης κ. Ευάγγελος Βαλιώτης, ο
Δήμαρχος Σκάλας κ. Δημήτριος Βέρδος,
ο Δήμαρχος Ανατολικής Μάνης κ. Πέτρος
Ανδρεάκος, ο Δήμαρχος Καλαμάτας
κ. Παναγιώτης Νίκας, ο Αρχηγός της
Ελληνικής Αστυνομίας κ. Κωνσταντίνος
Τσουβάλας, ο Αρχηγός της Αστυνομικής
Δύν αμης της Κύπρ ου κ. Ζ αχαρίας
Χρυσοστόμου, ο Διοικητής Αστυνομίας
Σπάρτης κ. Ηλίας Αξιοτόπουλος, ο
Διοικητής Πυροσβεστικής Σπάρτης κ.
Αθανάσιος Κολυβήρας, ο Ταξίαρχος ΚΕΕΜ
κ. Ιορδάνης Χατζηνικολάου, ο τ. υπουργός
κ. Παναγιώτης Σκανδαλάκης, οι τέως
Βουλευτές κύριοι Γρηγόρης Αποστολάκος
και Φεβρωνία Πατριανάκου, ο Διοικητής
Ασφαλείας Σπάρτης κ. Ζάχος Αγρανιώτης,
ο τέως Διευθυντής της Ν.Δ. κ. Μενέλαος
Δασκαλάκης και από το δημοσιογραφικό
κλάδο παραβρέθηκαν η Πρόεδρος της
ΕΣΗΕΑ κα Μαρία Αντωνιάδου, ο κ. Μ.
Ιγνατίου, ο κ. Ι. Σκάλκος, ο κ. Γ. Χαρβαλιάς,
ο κ. Αθ. Έλλις, ο κ. Φ. Παπαθανασίου, ο κ.
Π. Σουρέλης, η κα Α. Αγάτσα.
Ένα καινούριο βιβλίο (βιβλίο μαθητή
και βιβλίο δασκάλου) για την Ελληνική
Ιστορία και τον Πολιτισμό προστέθηκε
στη σειρά των βιβλίων “Τα Ελληνικά μου”
το καλοκαίρι του 2017. Υλοποιήθηκε με
τη γενναιόδωρη χορηγία της Ηγεσίας
των 100.
Το β ι βλί ο π ερ ι λ α μ β άν ε ι τ ην
προϊστορική εποχή και τους αρχαίους
πολιτισμούς κυκλαδικό, μινωικό και
μυκηναϊκό, που αναπτύχθηκαν στον
ελλαδικό χώρο. Ακόμη, την Ελλάδα
κατά τη ρωμαϊκή περίοδο και τη
Βυζαντινή αυτοκρατορία. Συνεχίζει
με την Επανάσταση του 1821 και τη
σύσταση του νέου ελληνικού κράτους το
1828 με πρώτο κυβερνήτη τον Ιωάννη
Καπποδίστρια. Τέλος, γίνεται αναφορά
στο Μακεδονικό Αγώνα μέχρι τους
νικηφόρους βαλκανικούς πολέμους του
1912-13.
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Πρώτο Ετήσιο Ελληνορθόδοξο
Συνέδριο Κατασκηνωτικών
Προγραμμάτων της Αρχιεπισκοπής
Tou π. Ευαγόρα Κωνσταντινίδη,
Διευθυντή των Κατασκηνώσεων «Ιόνικο
Χωριό» (“Ionian Village”) και του Γραφείου
της Αρχιεπισκοπής των Διευθύνσεων
Κατασκηνώσεων.
Με τις ευλογίες του Σεβασμιώτατου
Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής Γέροντος, κ.
Δημητρίου, περισσότεροι από τριάντα
Διευθυντές Κατασκηνώσεων και αρχηγοί
διάφορων περιφερειακών Προγραμμάτων
της Διοικητικής Διεύθ υνσης
Κατασκηνώσεων, Μητροπόλεων και της
Ελληνορθόδοξης Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής
συναντήθηκαν μεταξύ 26-28 Φεβρουαρίου
2018 στον Ελληνορθόδοξο Ιερό Ναό Αγίου
Γεωργίου στο Σάουθγκειτ του Μίτσιγκαν
για το πρώτο Ετήσιο Ελληνορθόδοξο
Συνέδριο των Διευθύνσεων Ηγεσίας των
Κατασκηνώσεων.
Το Συνέδριο, το οποίο διοργανώθηκε
από το Γρ αφείο των Δι ε υθ ύν σ εων
Κατασκηνώσεων της Αρχιεπισκοπής,
σε συνεργασία με τη Μητρόπολη του
Ντιτρόιτ, απετέλεσε το πρώτο συνέδριο,
όπου εκπρόσωποι Ελληνορθόδοξων
Κατασκηνώσεων της Αρχιεπισκοπής
συναντήθηκαν με μοναδικό θέμα συζήτησης
τις Διευθύνσεις των Κατασκηνώσεων, την
ανάπτυξή τους και την επέκτασή τους,
σε ολόκληρη τη διοικητική έκταση της
Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής.
Το συνέδριο ξεκίνησε με τον εναρκτήριο
λόγο του π. Ευαγόρα Κωνσταντινίδη,
Διευθυντή των Κατασκηνώσεων «Ιόνιο
Χωριό» (“Ionian Village”) και του Γραφείου
της Αρχιεπισκοπής των Διευθύνσεων
Κατασκηνώσεων. Στη συνέχεια, δόθηκε
η πρώτη εισαγωγική ομιλία από τον
Σεβασμιώτατο Μητροπολίτη Ντιτρόιτ,

κ. Νικόλαο, ο οποίος μίλησε στους
παρευρισκομένους για το θέμα της ηγεσίας,
καθώς επίσης υπογράμμισε ότι πρέπει
να εστιάσουν στους «λόγους» για τους
οποίους δημιουργούνται και προβάλλονται
οι κατασκηνώσεις.
Η δεύτερη εισαγωγική παρουσίαση
πραγματοποιήθηκε από την Εκτελεστική
Διευθύντρια του Ιδρύματος Πνευματικής
Υγείας του Γουέστ Μίτσιγκαν, Κρίστυ
Μπακ, η οποία μίλησε για την πνευματική
υγεία των κατασ κην ωτών και του
προσωπικού, καθώς επίσης για το πώς
πρέπει να αντιμετωπίζουν περιπτώσεις
ατόμων με διανοητικές διαταραχές στην
κατασκήνωση, τόσο με προσέγγιση
ποιμενική, όσο και με σεβασμό εντός των
κοινωνικά αποδεκτών ορίων.
Μέσα από σειρά συζητήσεων και
απόψεων που εκφράστηκαν από τους
συμμετέχοντες, στο Συνέδριο διαπιστώθηκε
ότι πρέπει να τεθούν επί τάπητος τρεις
βασικές παράμετροι των Διευθύνσεων
Κατασκηνώσεων: του Κατασκηνωτή,
των Μελών του Προσωπικού [των
Κατασκηνώσεων] και του Οργανισμού.
Ο Διευθυντής της Κατασκήνωσης
των Αγίων Πάντων στη Μητρόπολη του
Σαν Φρανσίσκο, Λευτέρης Σιταράς, μίλησε
για τον Κατασκηνωτή, ο Διευθυντής
της Κατασκήνωσης του Αγίου Παύλου
του Περιφέρειας της Αρχιεπισκοπής, π.
Ηλίας Βίλλης, μίλησε για τα Μέλη του
Προσωπικού και η Διευθύντρια Νεότητας
της Μητρόπολης του Ντιτρόιτ και
Διευθύντρια της Θερινής Κατασκήνωσης
του Αγίου Νικολάου, Εύα Κωνταντάκου,
μίλησε για τον Οργανισμό.

Για κάθε θέμα, οι ομιλητές προέβησαν
σε μια σύντομη παρουσίαση των απόψεών
τους, οι οποίες απετέλεσαν έναυσμα για
περαιτέρω συζητήσεις και δημιουργίας
μικρών ομάδων εργασίας. Οι συζητήσεις
ανάμεσα στους συμμετέχοντες ήταν
ζωηρές και επί πολλών θεμάτων, δίνοντας,
κατά αυτό τον τρόπο, τη δυνατότητα
στους Διευθυντές των Κατασκηνώσεων
και στους αρχηγούς, που εντάσσονται
στη διοικητική έκταση της Αρχιεπισκοπής,
να μάθουν περισσότερα αναφορικά με
τα προγράμματα και τις διευθύνσεις που
εφαρμόζονται σε κάθε κατασκήνωση.
Επιπλέον, η κάθε επιτυχημένη
πρακτική απετέλεσε υλικό και
κατευθυντήρια γραμμή για το Γραφείο
των Διευθύνσεων Κατασκηνώσεων για την
περαιτέρω ανάπτυξη της αποστολής της
και των μέσων που της παρέχει.
To Συ ν έ δ ρ ι ο ε ν δ υ ν ά μ ω σ ε τ ο
κλίμα συνεργασίας, ενθαρρύνοντας
τις συζητήσεις και τη συμμετοχή των
παρευρισκομένων. Οι συμμετέχοντες
συνέχισαν τις συζητήσεις για τα θέματα
αυτά κατά τη διάρκεια γευμάτων και άλλων
προκαθορισμένων διαλειμμάτων.
Άλλα θέματα συζήτησης
συμπεριελάμβαναν τις νέες Πολιτικές

για την Ασφάλεια της Νεολαίας και των
Παιδιών που δημιούργησε το Γραφείο
Εθνικής Νεότητας και το πώς η εφαρμογή
τους θα επιδράσουν στα προγράμματα
των Δι ευθ ύνσεων Κατασκηνώσεων
της Αρχιεπισκοπής και τις πρακτικές
μάρκετινγκ και συγκέντρωσης χρημάτων.
Αυτή η πρωτοποριακή ευκαιρία για τους
Διευθυντές Κατασκηνώσεων να έρθουν
κοντά, έθεσε ένα σημαντικό προηγούμενο
για την ηγεσία της Ελληνορθόδοξης
κοινότητας κατασκηνώσεων, ώστε να
παραμείνουν αμοιβαία αφοσιωμένοι και να
συνεχίσουν να συναντώνται σε ετήσια βάση
για να συζητούν πολιτικές, μεθοδολογίες
και άλλα θέματα, προκειμένου η ποιότητα
και η ασφάλεια όλων των Διευθύνσεων
Κατασκηνώσεων, που ανήκουν διοικητικά
στην Αρχιεπισκοπή, να βελτιωθούν
σε ουσιαστικό επίπεδο. Μέσω του
Συνεδρίου, οι Διευθυντές Κατασκηνώσεων
επανεπιβεβαίωσαν τη δέσμευσή τους
να συνεργαστούν, καθώς και το Γραφείο
Δι ε υθ ύνσ εων Κατασ κην ώ σ εων της
Αρχιεπισκοπής να ενδυναμώσει συλλογικά
όλα τα προγράμματα κατασκηνώσεων της
Αρχιεπισκοπής, τα οποία παρέχουν μια
τόσο μοναδική και σημαντική διεύθυνση
προς τους νέους ανθρώπους

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

Ελληνική Παρέλαση στη Νέα Υόρκη

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος

GOA-Δημητρης Παναγος
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Church History

Youth & Young Adult

Prince George and the
Archdiocesan Cathedral Origins

What’s New from Y2AM?

By William H. Samonides, Ph.D

In 1892, Fr. Paisios Ferendinos
explained to a reporter for The New
York Sun the events leading to the
establishment of the Holy Trinity Parish
in New York City in January of that
year:
The first great step toward establishing a Greek church in New York
was taken last summer, soon after
Prince George returned from America.
He found that the Greeks were over a
thousand strong here in New York City.
Through [the Athena Society], the matter was brought to the attention of Archbishop Methodius [of Syros, Greece],
who conferred with a dignitary at Athens, who in turn wrote to the Patriarch
of Constantinople. The result was that
I have been sent to minister unto my
people.
Prince George of Greece (18691957) was Orthodox, as was his Russian mother, and deeply pious. He did
not, however, come to America as a
representative of the Church or of the
Kingdom of Greece. He was on tour
and stopped in New York from June
30 to July 4, 1891. He made no public
speeches and held no public receptions,
meeting instead with a few prominent
Greeks and Russians. Nevertheless, his
visit made an indelible impression.
The 22-year-old prince was the
second of eight children of King
George I and Queen Olga. He was the
grandson of the king of Denmark and
great-grandson of a Russian czar. Born
in Corfu and raised in Athens, he was
not destined to rule. The heir apparent
was his elder brother Constantine, who
would reign as king of Greece from
1913 to 1917 and from 1920 to 1922.
Prince George was sent at age 14 to Copenhagen where, following in the footsteps of his father, he trained for a naval
career.
In 1890-91, Prince George was
traveling as a lieutenant in the Russian
navy. On an around-the-world tour, he
visited Southeast and East Asia, viewing ancient monuments and hunting
wild game. In Japan, his cousin and
traveling companion Nicholas, Grand
Duke of Russia, was attacked by a
sword-wielding former samurai. Prince
George was credited with saving his
life. Three years later, his cousin would
become the last czar of Russia, Nicholas II.
Because of his heroics, Prince
George became an international sensation. As instructed by his father, he
continued to travel incognito as “Count
Falster,” but it was useless trying to hide
the 6 feet 2 inch, 240-pound prince. In
June 1891, Prince George arrived in
San Francisco. The American press
would publish his itinerary and follow
his movements closely.
When Prince George stepped from
the train at Grand Central Station just
before 9 p.m. on June 30, 1891, he was
greeted by a gathering of about 1,000
Greeks. According to The New York
Times, the size of the crowd was “a revelation.” Greeks were living in enclaves
around the city, those on the lower East
Side and west of Midtown being the

largest. Although the Greek colony in
New York had been growing rapidly,
no one knew its actual size. The 1890
federal census listed only 263 living
Greeks in New York, but census figures
tend to under-report the size of immigrant communities. The visit by Prince
George was the first event that brought
so many Greek residents out in public
together. It would serve as a catalyst.
Within months, the Athena Society was formed. This took place at the
Parthenon, a popular Greek restaurant
at 23 Roosevelt St., on the west side of
Manhattan. The organization was established on the suggestion of Prince
George, according to Thomas Burgess in Greeks in America, a volume
published in 1913. While there is no
way to confirm the claim, organizing
this group was an important step. The
Athena Society soon wrote to Greece
requesting a priest for the New York
City community.
By late December 1891, Fr. Paisios
Ferentinos sailed from France. A native
of the island of Patmos, Fr. Ferentinos
was a graduate of the Halki Theological School in Constantinople. Following his ordination as a priest in 1885,
he served as librarian and assistant
chaplain at the Rizarios Ecclesiastical
School near Athens. He arrived in New
York on Tuesday, January 5, 1892, four
days after the opening of the new federal immigration station on Ellis Island.
On the following Sunday, he celebrated
his first Divine Liturgy at Holy Trinity,
which later became the Archdiocesan
Cathedral.
The establishment of Holy Trinity
parish in New York was significant. The
Holy Trinity parish in New Orleans had
formed earlier, but it was pan-Orthodox
and had a transient congregation. Today
it is a thriving Greek Orthodox Cathedral, but it was not always open during
much of its first half century of existence. Holy Trinity in New York was
primarily a Greek parish with a large
resident congregation. According to
the 1992 centennial history of the New
York parish by Peter Kourides, general
counsel to the Archdiocese, Holy Trinity has been in continuous operation
since January 1892, except for four
months in late 1900 and early 1901.
Prince George would lead a full
life. As the husband of Marie Bonaparte, his story has also been told by her
biographer Celia Bertin. With his brothers Constantine and Nicholas, Prince
George would help organize the first
modern Olympic games in Athens in
1896. Two years later, he would serve
as high commissioner of Crete as it
achieved independence from Ottoman
rule and union with Greece.
In America, his visit in 1891 had an
unforeseen impact, leading to a stronger
sense of community and the establishment of the first Greek Orthodox parish
in Manhattan.
Dr. Samonides is a graduate of
Harvard University and has taught at
Harvard, the University of Massachusetts and University of Kansas, and was
also a visiting associate professor at the
International Research Center for Japanese Studies in Kyoto, Japan.

By Stephen Christoforou

Over the past five years, we’ve
worked incredibly hard to create formative and engaging materials to help
the Church build Christ-centered,
Kingdom-oriented ministry.
And we know that videos like Be
the Bee and podcasts like Pop Culture
Coffee Hour have been incredibly
formative and effective in homes and
communities around the world.
We’re continuing to work on
some open projects, but Y2AM is
also pleased to announce that we have
some new work in store for you. Before we announce it at Clergy Laity
this summer, we’re giving you a sneak
peek at what’s to some:
New Ministry Plan
Last summer, we unveiled the
Y2AM Ministry Plan: a week-byweek guide to help build transformative ministry for youth and young
adults in homes and parishes. We
received incredible feedback from
clergy and laity around the world, and
have been hard at work developing a
new version of the plan to guide ministry for the next ministry year (September 2018 through May 2019).
Look for the new Y2AM Ministry
Plan in July.
New Ministry Course
While our ministry resources have
been a great help to Church workers,

we’ve come to realize that we need to
do more to help people clarify what
ministry is and what we need to focus on. So we’ve been developing an
in-depth and sophisticated training
course to help equip Church workers
to effectively form a new generation
of Christians. Look for this ministry
course in August.
New Ministry Podcast
We’re also developing a new podcast to offer short, simple, and actionable advice to help Church workers
navigate the challenges they face in
ministry. Look for this ministry podcast in September.
New Youth Safety Policies
For the past two and a half years,
we’ve been developing new “Policies
for the Safety of Youth and Children”
to apply youth safety principles to all
youth work across the Archdiocese.
The Policies themselves offer clear
guidelines and best practices for ministry, and we’re completing new and
exhaustive youth safety training to
make sure that all Youth Workers are
equipped to lead safe and healthy ministry. Look for these resources in August.
Stephen Christoforou is director
of the Department of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries. He is a graduate of
Yale and Fordham University School of
Law.
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People

Thoughts From L.A.

Boston Philanthropic Group to Honor
Dr. Ioannis Miaoulis, Museum President

Christophobia in Our Midst

BOSTON — Nationally recognized scientist and educator, Dr. Ioannis
Miaoulis, president of the Boston Museum of Science, will be the recipient
of the 2018 Alpha Omega Council of
New England’s Lifetime Achievement
Award.
A native of Greece, Dr. Miaoulis
came to the Museum in 2003, spearheading only a year later the creation of
the National Center for Technological
Literacy® to inspire the next generation
of engineers, inventors and scientists

with curricula reaching an estimated 13
million students in 50 states. His counsel is sought after on Capitol Hill, Beacon Hill, in higher education and across
the fields of technology and science.
The banquet, which will be held on
Saturday, October, 6, 2018 at the Westin
Copley Place in Boston, will also feature the presentation of the 26th Peter
Agris Memorial Journalism Scholarships, named in memory of the Council’s founder and the former publisher of
The Hellenic Chronicle.
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By Fr. John Bakas

We hear it constantly in the media and indeed on social media outlets.
There are attempts to shut down meaningful conversation on the slightest of
controversial topics of disagreement
especially for those who may have
more traditional or conservative points
of view. The response is; “That’s hate
speech, it’s homophobic, Islamophobic,
racist, sexist, bigoted, etc.!! This is unfortunately the case when one presents
a traditional Christian view on morality
and holy living.
Too many of those who worship at
the altar of political correctness, a false
religion of this age, have deemed that
Christianity at all levels should no longer be respected. Rather they assail it
on a regular basis in what seems to be
a coordinated campaign to weaken the
Faith and its base.
In some colleges and universities, it
has become a trend to teach about the
evils of “Christian Privilege,” mocking
Christians in movies and in theatrical
stage performances. Indeed, these have
become very profitable money making
ventures. Speaking of colleges and universities, let me share with you a personal experience that shocked me to the
core of my being.
I am an adjunct professor of Orthodox Theology at Loyola Marymount
University in Los Angeles. In the fall
semester I teach a course called “The
Greek Orthodox Tradition,” and in the
spring another titled “Orthodox Christian Spirituality.” In both classes, students engage me in a variety of discussions regarding our church’s position on
contemporary issues, morals and an assortment of subjects. Last spring, I was
asked by a student what I thought about
transgendered Caitlyn Jenner receiving
the “Courage Award” from ESPN. My
response was that courage should not be
necessarily connected to a person who
is transgendered. Courage is displayed
on a daily basis by many Greeks who
pluck refugee children and entire families from the Mediterranean Sea, giving
them shelter, food and comfort even as
the Greeks themselves are experiencing
severe economic difficulties.
A student raised his hand and asked
what the Orthodox position on transgenderism is. “The church does not accept this category,” I responded. “Our
theology and the teachings of the Bible
states that God created man and woman, created in God’s image and likeness.
Nowhere in any major religion is transgenderism accepted as another gender
classification. However, God loves
us all and is merciful to all who seek
Him” I further stated. “For example, if
a person is doubtful about man-caused
climate change, he is called a science
denier. On the other hand, science says
that a person is born either a male or female; gender chromosomes for females
(xx) and for males (xy). DNA is also
an indicator. There is a vast difference
which cannot be biologically changed.
That’s what science and genetics say.
Transgenderism is a denial of science!”
At that point a student walked out
of the classroom and in fact dropped
the course. Several weeks later, I was

called to the Human Resource office
and accused by an unknown person of
prejudice against transgendered people
and hate speech. The Title IX officer of
the university brought me to her office
and said that the reported comments I
made in the class were unacceptable.
She showed me the Title IX statute of
the federal government which she said
clearly states the following. “No person
in the U.S. shall on the basis of sex be
excluded from participation in, be denied benefits or be subjected to discrimination under any educational program
or activity, receiving federal financial
assistance.” Furthermore, she emphatically stated; “The university could be
sued if there is a violation of Title IX.
I almost walked out of her office
in disgust but I controlled my anger.
“Mam” I said; “Do you want me to
change the Theology and teachings of
the Orthodox Church to accommodate
the ever-changing whims of the government? What about academic freedom?
I’m a Greek Orthodox priest and professor who teaches the tenants of the Orthodox Faith. I cannot and certainly will
not change that under any circumstances.” “We have to answer these charges
to the complainant” she responded.
“Please bring to this office right now,
the professor of Islamic studies and see
what Islam teaches on these matters.
Look up the teachings of the Roman
Catholic Church and see what they say
about transgendered people. Isn’t this a
Jesuit Catholic University? Has Catholic theology changed recently?” I asked.
“I don’t plan to change Orthodox Theology for Title IX or any other title.”
The matter was finally settled by
the vice president of Academic Affairs
who sheepishly, and I must say reluctantly, apologized for all this collegiate
political correctness. “It seems to me,”
I told him, “that this Catholic university
is becoming Christophobic.” So think
about it dear Greek Orthodox reader. If
a person is a practicing and outspoken
traditional Christian in the U.S. and is
open about it, one may become a target
of Christophobia. It’s only a matter of
time it seems. Will we someday have to
meet in secret? Will we have to whisper
our beliefs from the shadows? God forbid! Christophobia is in our mist. Lord
Have Mercy!
Fr. John Bakas is dean of St. Sophia Cathedral in Los Angeles and an
adjunct professor at Loyola Marymount
University School of Theology.

Psalms
14:1 & 53:1
The fool has said in
his heart, “There is no
God.” They are corrupt,
They have done abominable works, There is
none who does good.
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Reflections and Commmentaries
Toys R Not Us (any more) FAKE NEWS circa 30AD
By Fr. Angelo Artemas

By Fr. Nikiforos Fakinos

Recently, several toy stores in
Long Island announced they will
close! I am not kidding, although
I am a grown-up “Toys R Us kid.”
The reason for the stores’ closings
can be attributed to the fact that
children nowadays are not playing
with toys.
In the 21st century, among
the other “accomplishments,” we
managed to deprive them of childhood. In schools, we taught them
about issues that should not concern them; very early in their lives,
we managed to poison their minds
with lessons about “sexuality,” and
even if parents disapprove of these
lessons, we know that the rest of
the students will spread the word
and influence all other children as
well.
We managed to give them
devices that offer them access to
information that without parental
supervision and mature counseling is extremely dangerous and
unethical. We gave them accounts
to socialize on line, because actual
socialization in life is “out of line.”
We stopped them from playing in
the yard or in the neighborhood,
because of increased crime, because we had no time to be present
and because it was not socially acceptable.
We did not give them safe community centers because the neighborhood was putting up signs, because they are expensive to build
and because we managed to keep
all the churches in the area starving to pay their bills (whereas the

casinos were doing just fine, thank
you very much); thankfully, we are
building OUR community center
because our people are generous,
the neighborhood signs are down
and forgotten and our Church, although not rich, has her priorities
in the right path.
So, here it goes, toy stores are
closing, and the last ones who care
are the children…
They hardly noticed. Why
should they notice? When was the
last time they played a board game
with the family?
When was the last time they
built a Lego tower or they raced a
little car around the living room?
When was the last time they got
together with their friends to work
on a puzzle or decorate a doll
house? I was thinking all this as I
was spending the afternoon with
our GOYA for game night (a recent
Tuesday), and I was extremely joyous that our church youth is indeed
doing all of the above; but they
are the exception, that is why we
are building our community center
whereas others close theirs. After
the games, we had a great discussion, open forum, I was answering
their questions.
We spoke about so many
things, from fasting and why we
celebrate Pascha on a different
date than the rest of the world all
the way to the Macedonian issue
and their own concerns about spirituality and life in general. It was a
blessing to observe how amazing
our young people are.
Fr. Nikiforos is pastor of St.
Demetrios Church, Merrick, N.Y.

Letter to the Edidor
Prayer helped anxiety
Recently I fell and broke my knee
and have had anxiety and fear of being
alone and hurt again.
I have to keep on a knee immobilizer for 12 weeks and keep my leg
propped up.
But thank God for The Observer
and the article by Marcus Geromes on

anxiety and his commentary on Philippians 4: “Be anxious for nothing.”
I read “The prayer for anxiety” every
day and know that I’m not alone. The
Lord is with me.
Praise God.
Irene Lafakis
Birmingham, Ala.

Correction

Colossians 4:2

In the January-February issue of
the Orthodox Observer, for Holy Trinity’s Centennial in Nashville, the correct
name of the unidentified priest in the
picture is Fr. Gregory Hohnholt.

Continue earnestly in
prayer, being vigilant in
it with thanksgiving.

Tell them ‘His disciples came at
night and stole Him away while we
slept.’ And if this comes to the governor’s ears, we will appease him and
make you secure - Matthew 28:13-14
So after Judas sells Jesus, Peter
denies Him, and all but John desert
Him, these bumbling disciples reassemble and pull this off? Reliable accounts indicate that they scattered out
of fear that they would be arrested next,
and even when Peter and John see the
empty tomb at the prompting of Mary
Magdalene, they were confused for as
yet they did not know the Scripture, that
He must rise again from the dead - John
20:9. It would have been more likely
that the women stole him, but they were
only prepared to anoint him, and did not
have the means to physically carry him
away.
In addition to the empty tomb,
the problem with the fake news of the
1st century is that the dead body was
never recovered. The proper care of
bones and relics was of vital importance
in the Old Testament law, much like the
awe and respect afforded relics today.
Disciples and followers of a teacher
and miracle worker would have turned
every stone until their master was properly cared for.
Instead, hundreds reported seeing
the Risen Christ, and many witnessed
His Ascension. To this day, the tomb is
still empty and the body is not present;
even though there were scattered false
claims from the 5th through the 7th centuries alleging recovery of Jesus’ relics
(more fake news), but they never stuck.
Not just in our time, but throughout
history, it has been difficult to reason
with those who choose to impose their

own “truth” or “reality.” Religious and
spiritual dialogue can be particularly
tricky as interpretations of scripture can
vary widely. If scripture can be manipulated, is there any wonder that history
can be manipulated; or that science can
be manipulated?
Public discourse today seems to
be filled with anger, animus and selfrighteousness. Character attacks and
mockery have replaced debate and understanding. Name calling and yelling
at adversaries is justified. Out of the
same mouth proceed blessing and cursing, my brethren, these things ought
not to be so – James 3:10. Thousands
of years after the Word of God became
flesh and dwelt among us, we seem to
be devolving.If we speak the truth, we
have no need to shout at, attack, mock,
criticize or belittle those who do not
accept the truth; truth stands on its’
own. Do not swear either by heaven
or by earth or with any other oath, but
let your “yes” be “yes” and your “no”
be “no” lest you fall into judgment
– James 5:12. Does anyone in politics
ever answer a question with a “yes” or a
“no” anymore? Is there any wonder that
the inclination and tendency of the next
generation is to answer every yes or no
question with a so, um, like…?
The Paschal season is over, the
tomb is empty and the Lord is Risen. If
we believe these things, let us raise the
level of our thoughts, our moral conduct, and our behavior toward others.
And in an ever-divided and dysfunctional world, let us be worthy witnesses
of the life-giving and Risen Christ.
Fr. Angelo Artemas is pastor of St.
George Church in Clifton, N.J., and a
former director of the Archdiocese Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

2 Timothy 3:1-5
But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come. For
men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud,
arrogant, blasphemers, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without selfcontrol, brutal, haters of good, traitors, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding the form
of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.

Guidelines for Centennial News
As the Archdiocese will mark the 100th year of its founding in 1922, a
number of parishes founded in the decades the late 19th and early 20th centuries
have already celebrated their centennials and more and more communities will
also mark this important milestone in the coming years.
The Orthodox Observer welcomes articles and photos from parishes on
their celebrations and offers a few guidelines for submission of articles and information about these events. Communities planning a series of events taking
place over the course of the year, may submit an article noting these activities
two or three months in advance for publication in an issue of the Observer prior
to the start of festivities.
If a celebratory activity such as a banquet or other formal program, is
planned, an article and photos may be sent immediately after it has taken place.
Articles and stories may be 500 to 700 words in length.
Pictures should be high resolution (300 dpi or greater). Photos posted online are not of high enough resolution for use in a print publication. Further
photo guidelines are available on the classified advertising page. More information, e-mail: jim@goarch.org
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IOCC

Saint Basil Academy

Supporters Exceed $1 Million
Challenge for Families in Greece
By Rebecca Loumiotis

BALTIMORE – From October
2017 to February, IOCC supporters
gave more than $1.2 million under the
Jaharis Family Foundation’s $1 million
matching challenge to help people in
need in Greece.
In October 2017, IOCC announced
the foundation’s challenge, issued to
help support emergency and development projects in Greece. The Jaharis
Family Foundation offered to match donations to IOCC’s Give for Greece program, dollar for dollar, up to $1 million.
IOCC issued a call for donations,
and supporters across the country and
the world responded.
Projects in Greece, implemented
in partnership with “Apostoli,” the humanitarian organization of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of Athens, offer
sustainable access to safe and nutritious
food for children, families, and the elderly, and provide relief to refugees.
The funds from this match will further
the work IOCC has been doing over
the past six years to address critical
health and nutritional needs emerging
in Greece, to support the development
of agricultural cooperatives and small
businesses that provide jobs and food,
and to offer educational programs for
students from low-income and refugee
families.

Donor support for IOCC’s efforts
in Greece will help provide fresh food,
supplemental food assistance, medical
aid, support for agricultural associations and small businesses, refugee assistance, and other relief over the next
two years, benefitting an estimated
50,000 families throughout the country—among them farmers, small businesses, refugees, schoolchildren, and
others.
“We are deeply grateful to the Jaharis family for the opportunity to continue offering vital assistance in Greece,”
said Constantine M. Triantafilou, IOCC
executive director and CEO.
“Many families there still face
difficulty, so IOCC aims to offer immediate assistance while also creating
longer-term opportunities like jobs and
skills training. This gift from the Jaharis
family and from all who responded to
the challenge will keep this work going
strong.”Although the match has ended,
donations are still welcome.
Visit iocc.org/giveforgreece to
become part of these efforts.
IOCC, the humanitarian and development agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United
States of America, was created in 1992
in response to the collapse of the Soviet
Union and to support innocent people
affected by conflict in the former Yugoslavia.
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OCMC
Guatemala Effort Bearing Fruit
By Caitlyn Sargent

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - OCMC
Executive Director Fr. Martin Ritsi, and
Missionary Director Dn. James Nicholas, recently traveled to Aguacate, Guatemala, where they witnessed the work
being done by long-term missionaries
Archimandrite Juvenal Repass, Jesse
Brandow, Jennifer Rice, and Fr. John
and Presvytera Sandy Chakos. They are
serving an ever growing body of believers who are being guided in the Faith
by Guatemalan clergy like Fr. Evangelios Patá who has become a leading
force in the Church after the passing
of Fr. Andres Giron several years ago.
“The Church is thriving,” Fr.
Martin
proclaimed
proudly, and “the culture is vibrant.”
Fr. Martin joined in a training session
for catechists, which spanned two days
and focused on confession and repentance.
Catechists gather three to four
times a year for training and fellowship. These men are vital to the life and
continued growth of the Church. Presently there are only a handful of clergy
and hundreds of parishes. Catechists
help lead and teach communities of the
faithful between visits from the priests.
The Church of Guatemala has been
steadily growing. In Aguacate, they
have established facilities that function
as a missionary center providing mis-

sionary housing.
Also in Aguacate, the Fr. Andres
Giron Clinic now has a full-time doctor
and dentist. There is also a small seminary with five students, taught by Jesse
and Fr. Evangelios. Presvytera Sandy
Chakos works with women to sew
vestments to help support the Church.
With his fluency in Spanish increasing,
Jesse Brandow has taken a leadership
role in Guatemala. Guided by Fr. John,
Jesse and Fr. Evangelios are primarily
responsible for teaching students at the
seminary. He puts together a church calendar with readings and feast days that
are distributed to Guatemala’s many
parishes every quarter. He also helps
to coordinate the OCMC short-term
teams that visit throughout the year.
Fr. Juvenal helps administer the sacraments, allowing Fr. Evangelios to
travel to the surrounding parishes.
Fr. Juvenal also leads daily liturgical
life at seminary and has begun translating liturgical texts into Spanish.
If you’d like to witness the amazing
growth of the Church in Guatemala firsthand, consider joining a 2018 shortterm mission team by visiting www.
ocmc.org or by calling 1-877-463-6784.
The Orthodox Christian Mission Center
(OCMC) is the official missions agency
of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States dedicated
to fulfilling Christ’s last command to
make disciples of all nations.
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71st Commencement Held June 2
GARRISON, N.Y. – Saint Basil
Academy’s 71st Commencement on
June 2 included the presentation of
the highest honor of the Archdiocese
to a layperson, the St. Paul Medal, to
longtime trustee and president Evellyn
Tsiadis.
Ms. Tsiadis served as board president for 11 years until stepping down
last year. She served a total of 15 years
as a trustee, including two as board
secretary.
The award was bestowed by
Archbishop Demetrios, who was not
expected to attend as he was enroute
to New York from Istanbul that day,

where he participated in the Holy
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriachate
but, upon landing earlier that morning,
made the additional 80-mile road trip
to arrive in time for the ceremonies.
In addition to the Archbishop,
Consul General of Greece in New
York Konstantinos Koutros, Ph.D.,
Lana Zochiou, consul at the Consulate General of Greece in New York,
and the Very Rev. Constantine Moralis, board vice president, and Fr. Constantine Sitaras, director of Saint Basil
Academy also offered their congratulations to the graduating students.
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Family Connections
Childlike
Versus
Childish
By Fr. Alexander Goussetis

In the Gospel of St. Mark, Jesus
states:
“’Let the children come to me;
do not stop them; for it is to such that
the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I
tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a child will never
enter it.’ And He took them up in His
arms, laid His hands on them, and
blessed them.”
What is it about children that Jesus wants us to emulate? Before we
investigate this question too seriously,
I want to recommend a little book entitled Children’s Letters to God, which
is a compilation of brief letters written
by children to God. Listen to some of
these gems in order to put us in the
right spirit for our topic:
+Dear God:Thank you for the
baby brother, but what I really wanted
was a puppy.
+Dear God: My grandpa says you
were around when he was a little boy.
How far back do you go?
+Dear God: I bet it is very hard
for you to love everybody in the whole
world. There are only four people in
our family and I can never do it.
We must make a distinction between the terms childlike and childish. Those of you who have children
or grandchildren know that childish
behavior includes conduct that is selfcentered and disobedient.
Those with childlike qualities, on
the other hand, reveal basic Christian
characteristics. For example:
• Children recognize their dependence on others and look for help
from others as a matter of course.
• Children are not impressed with
rank or title. They tend to be less prejudiced than adults can be.
• Children are honest with their
feelings. They hold nothing back in
expressing themselves to others.
• Children are inquisitive. They
are sponge-like, constantly learning
and growing and excited about new
experiences.
• Children find it easier to trust
others more than adults do. Place a
child on a table and tell him or her to

jump in your arms and the child will
do it without hesitation, such is their
trust.
• Children are naturally joyful and
playful. My daughter races to the window with excitement whenever she
sees a bird outside, as if she is seeing
one for the first time.
• Children bear no grudges. They
are uninhibited, eager to please, pure
of heart, and have numerous other
traits that we could list.
Although we can never be children again, Jesus is calling us to cultivate childlike qualities in our relationship with God.
Think for a moment about how
you relate with God. As you reflect
on your connection with God, in what
ways are you still trusting, honest with
your feelings, inquisitive, joyful, and
pure of heart?
There are two other letters in this
book that give us great insight into
how adults can rekindle the gift of being childlike in our relationship with
God.
+Dear God: I think about you
sometimes even when I’m not pray-

Family Ministry Conference Address Note
At the Center for Family Care’s
2017 Family Ministry Conference,
“The Orthodox Family in a Changing
World,” the director of the Department
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry of
the Archdiocese, Steven Christoforou,
delivered a persuasive keynote address
on the effectiveness of parish ministry.
His perspective is one that challenges
misguided conceptions of how we
‘keep’ our youth, and ourselves for that
matter, in the Church.
Much of this, Steven says, comes
from contradictory messages that are
too frequently communicated, verbally

or otherwise, in our communities. As
well intentioned as they might be, many
of our ministry efforts miss the mark because they don’t ultimately direct participants to the essence of what it means
to be a Church member. As a result, we
risk significant populations disengaging
from the Church when the ‘why’ of faith
is lost in undiscerned ministry.
Use this keynote to open a discussion on ministry in your parish.
to
Visit www.family.goarch.org
view in its entirety with supplemental
discussion points to inspire thought and
beneficial conversations.

ing.

+Dear God:I don’t ever feel alone
since I found out about you.
Both these brief yet profound letters underscore that true faith is about
a personal and daily relationship with
God.
These two children experience the
presence of God as a natural part of
their lives. Sometimes as adults, we
intellectualize our faith.
Children, on the other hand, have
the ability to perceive without understanding, to feel without analyzing.
During the Divine Liturgy we are
exhorted to “taste and see how good is
the Lord.” We are being invited to first
experience the Lord so that we may
then come to understand Him also.
It is ironic that adults are expected
to be role models for children. The reality is that adults have quite a lot to
learn from children.
May we imitate their enthusiasm
so that each of us may breathe a true
faith that is centered on a personal and
daily relationship with God.
Fr. Alex serves as director of the
Center for Family Care.

Family Matters
The Family Matters podcast—produced by Fr. Alex Goussetis, director of
the Center for Family Care—features
interviews, reflections, book reviews,
and narratives that will encourage dialogue and strengthen families. You can
listen to the podcast at www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/familymatters. Here
are some recent episodes:
• Establishing Healthy Boundaries with In-laws in Marriage - Dr. Ary
Christofidis discusses the common
conflicts between couples and in-laws
and the importance of establishing/developing healthy boundaries.
• Family Internet Safety - Jamil
Samara, director of the Department of
Internet Ministries of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, considers the potential dangers, safeguards, and blessings
of internet use for families.
• Conflict Resolution - Presvytera
Julie Honeycutt, a licensed professional
counselor, explores the implications of
conflict and means of resolving interpersonal disagreements.

Family Connections

is a ministry of the Center for Family Care of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.
For more information about the Center’s
Ministries please contact: Phone (646) 519-6695
E-mail: familycare@goarch.org
Website: www.family.goarch.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/center for Family Care
The Center for Family Care was established with a major grant from the

Archbishop Iakovos

Leadership 100 Endowment Fund Inc.
We are grateful for its support
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Youth Camping Ministry
Site Purchased for Connecticut Camp

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Looking over map. Archbishop Demetrios, Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, Fr. Panagiotis Papazafiropoulos,
youth director of the Direct Archdiocesan District; and attorney John Louizas review a map of the camp site.

Acts23:5/Exodus 22:28
…for it is written “You shall not speak evil of
a ruler of your people.” (cf) “You shall not
revile God nor curse a ruler of your people.”

NEW YORK – Archbishop Demetrios and members of the Camp St. Paul
Committee on April 16 closed on the
purchase of the future site of Camp St.
Paul in Connecticut at a cost of about
$1.45 million.
Since its inception 14 years ago,
this successful camping ministry of the
Direct Archdiocesan District has been
leasing a site in Batam, Conn., and in
2016 because of its exponential growth,
the camp leadership decided that the
District needed to secure its own property to assure the continued success of
this camping ministry.
Camp St. Paul was established in
2005 under the guidance of then D.A.D.
Youth Director Fr. Constantine Lazarakis. Fr. Elias Villis later was appointed
director of the camp.
In its first season, 45 campers attended the one-week session. Over
the years, it has now grown to more
than 790 individual registrations
over five one-week sessions in 2017.
The tremendous response of the community to this camping ministry initiated a long and arduous task of identifying an appropriate site for the growing
program.
In November 2015, Bishop Andonios, Fr. Villis, Jennifer Constantin, a realtor who offered her services pro-bono,
and Fr. Panagiotis Papazafiropoulos,
District Youth and Young Adult Office
director, began the search.
In December 2016, the present

property was located and the process towards the purchase began Situated near
Warren, Conn., the bucolic site, abutting
state parklands, includes 151 acres of
beautiful scenic woodlands, a private
17-acre lake, smaller swimming pond, a
dramatic natural amphitheater and trails
for hiking.
Owned by the Thyberg Family
and operated as a Bible camp for over
50 years, it was the heartfelt wish of
the family that the property will continue to be used for this sacred purpose. They and the Direct Archdiocesan District worked closely together
in finalizing and continuing this vision.
A team of volunteer attorneys led by
John Louizos assisted by Harry Raptakis and Nikiforos Matthews, finalized
the formidable legal process and the
District, through its camp fund, was
able to complete the transaction with a
down payment of $588,000, with additional financing through Alma Bank.
Moving forward, a capital campaign committee will raise funds to
make the new site sustainable for the
camping program by replacing outdated
buildings and addressing the infrastructure, which needs to conform to code.
As Camp St. Paul embarks upon its 14th
year of operation there is great expectation and hope that this new site will enable the District to expand and enhance
its youth and young adult ministry and
for other members of the community.

Letter to Ionian Village
In Praise of Ionian Village Program
Dear Ionian Village,
I wanted to take this opportunity to
thank you for all that you have done,
not just for my children, but for all
Greek Orthodox youth.
Ionian Village was a turning point
for BOTH my kids...for very different
reasons.
My daughter was ALWAYS part
of the Church with GOYA, dance, as
well as attending services regularly.
Going to IV was something she desired
and chose over a Sweet 16. She said
“Mom, the memories I’ll make and the
bond with the church is more important
to me than a party that lasts for only 4
hours.” When she returned home I saw
a change in her. She was more religious, more tolerant, more respectful; I
can assure you one of the most loyal IV
followers you will have.
She has spoken to our home parish, as well as other parishes in our area
about her experience and the importance of IV. She has influenced many
young adults to attend. She is constantly being asked questions about everything from registration to the reunion
and is always happy and enthusiastic to
answer.
My son on the other hand was a
COMPLETELY different person. He
did NOT want to go to IV and went
kicking and screaming, literally! I was
so upset that he wouldn’t have a good

time, but my daughter assured me that
wouldn’t be the case. I awaited your
daily pictures and was so happy when
I saw his smiling face. When he came
home he thanked me for forcing him to
go and said he had a wonderful time.
I have seen a change in him as
well. He NEVER participated in
GOYA or dance and RARELY went to
church. Since his return last summer he
has been EXTREMELY active in the
Church participating in GOYA, Dance
and Basketball as well as attending
church services. Something he NEVER
wanted to do.
It made my heart smile when I saw
him for the first time this Holy Week be
an altar boy. I can only thank YOU for
planting the seed and our parish priest
for watering it.
My son so looked forward to this
reunion and even though his flight was
canceled at the end of the reunion, he
was so happy to be spending one more
day with his IV family.
My next hope is that he too follows
in his sister’s footsteps and become a
camp counselor wherever he can.
I CAN NOT thank your program
enough for strengthening my daughter’s faith and for showing my son that
having Faith is not a bad thing.
Thank you for everything.
Sincerely,
A loving mother
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Metropolis News

GOA/D.Panagos photo
A few of the young bowlers coming to support the event, with Fr. Nikiforos (left). Eventually about 450 participated.

Long Island Tradition Helps Children with Leukemia
WANTAGH, N.Y. - Pins 4 Pauly
Bowl-a-thon, the 17-year tradition on
Long Island that draws hundreds of
young bowlers from several parishes
each year to raise funds for childhood leukemia, surpassed its previous years’ totals, raising more than
$45,000 at the half-day event held

every May.
This year, about 450 bowlers
from seven parishes participated at
the Wantagh Lanes.
Since its founding the non-profit foundation has raised more than
$500,000 and has helped more than
380 children.

In the past, concurrent bowl-athons have taken place in Cyprus
and Utah. This year, a Washington,
D.C.-based business raised more than
$1,700 for the event. Participants also
come from as far as Maryland.
Parishes taking part this year included St. Demetrios, Astoria; St.

Nicholas in West Babylon, St. Paul’s
Cathedral in Hempstead, Holy Trinity, Hicksville; Assumption Church,
Port Jefferson; St. Markella, Wantagh; and St. Demetrios, Merrick,
where Paul Pavlou was a member,
passing away from the disease at age
14. The event is a memorial to him.
inTroducing

This isn’T jusT a cruise ship. iT’s an advenTure.

opa! greek cruise FEBRuaRy 17- 24, 2019

Enjoy Fabulous Ship Entertainment, Great Greek Entertainment, Parties & Events!

Miami Florida
Nassau Bahamas
Cozumel Mexico

2019

westerN
cariBBeaN

GOA/D.Panagos photo

Music by

Alex
Kouros

Roatan Honduras

Bishop Sevastianos of Zela welcomes the participants and offers a prayer. With His Grace are: (from left) Fr.
Demetrios Kazakis, St. Nicholas Church, West Babylon; Fr. Nikiforos Fakinos, St. Demetrios, Merrick; Georgia
Pavlou and Andreas Pavlou, Pins 4 Pauly Foundation president; and Alex Exarchou, bowl-a-thon chairman.
(Below) Ready to assist. Frs. Demetrios and Nikiforos not only assist Bishop Sevastianos in the altar, but on
the bowling lanes as well.

Costa Maya Mexico

all This and
our own Private
Greek Events and
Entertainment

BAsIle
MAMMA MIA!

You must reserve
your cabin with
TRAVELGROUP for
entry to our private Greek
Functions. Rates start at
$899 per person, double
occupancy. Gov’t taxes
of $139.97 are additional.
Information subject
to change at anytime
without notice.

The Aegean Duo

Nick Mouganis & Steve Tavelaris
NoMiNaTEd
FoR 5 ToNy
awaRdS

Sponsored by St. Mark
Greek Orthodox Church
of Ocala, Florida.

www.opacruise.com

GOA/D.Panagos photo

For Reservations Contact: Local 561-447-0750 • Toll Free 1-866-447-0750 Ext 102 or 108
Judith@travelgroupint.com • www.travelgroupint.com/opa-greek-cruise
125 SE Mizner Blvd., Suite 14, Boca Raton, FL 33432
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CLERGY UPDATE
Ordinations to the Diaconate:

Papiris, Dionysios (formerly Fotis), by Metropolitan Methodios of
Boston; Taxiarchae Church, Watertown, Mass. 03/10/18
Livingston, Nicholas, Metropolitan Methodios, St. George Chapel,
Contookook, Mass. 03/07/18
Ivey, Seraphim (Jason), Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco;
St. Anna Church, Roseville, Calif. 04/14/18
Buffenbarger, Bryce Vasilios, Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit; Sts.
Constantine & Helen Church, Westland, Mich. 05/05/18
Papathanasiou, Antonios, Archbishop Demetrios, Holy Cross
Chapel, Brookline, Mass., 05/20/18
Troy, Jeremy, Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver, Sts. Constantine and
Helen, Cheyenne, Wyo., 05/21/18

Ordinations to the Priesthood:

Dn. Christopher Zaferes, Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh;
Annunciation Cathedral, Columbus, Ohio 03/10/18
Dn. Nicholas Livingston, Metropolitan Methodios; St. Spyridon
Cathedral, Worcester, Mass. 03/11/18
Dn. Mark Pakes, Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver; Holy Trinity
Church, Dallas 03/25/18
Dn. Seraphim Ivey, Metropolitan Gerasimos; St. Anna Church,
Roseville, Calif. 04/15/18
Dn. Michael Tishel, Archbishop Demetrios, Holy Cross Chapel,
Brookline, Mass. 05/19/18
Dn. Antonios Papathanasiou, Metropolitan Gerasimos of San
Francisco, Holy Cross Chapel,
Brookline 05/20/18

Elevation to Archdeacon:		

Dn. Dionysios Papiris, Metropolitan Methodios, Taxiarchae
Church, Watertown, Mass. 03/10/18

Assignments:

Fr. Constantine Kokanos, Presentation of Christ Church, East
Pittsburgh, Pa. 03/01/17
Fr. Mark Pakes, Holy Trinity Church, Dallas 03/26/18
Dn. Nikolas Delaveris, Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Silver
Spring, Md. 04/01/18
Fr. Nicholas Livingston, St. Spyridon Cathedral, Worcester, Mass.
03/12/18
Fr. Seraphim Ivey, St. Anna Church. Roseville, Calif. 04/16/18
Fr. Eugen Rosu, St. Demetrios Church, Tucson, Ariz. 04/22/18
Dn. Bryce Vasilios Buffenbarger, Metropolis of Detroit, Troy, Mich.
05/05/18
Fr. Demetrios-Earl Cantos, Holy Cross Church, Flagstaff, Ariz.
06/03/18

Offikia:

Fr. Andreas Tsikitas, Office of Economos, bestowed by Archbishop
Demetrios 04/29/18
		

Suspensions:

Fr. Emmanuel Hatzidakis 05/09/18

Receptions:

Fr. Iakovos Fitzpatrick, March 22, 2018 (from the Sacred
Patriarchal & Stavropegial Monastery of St. Irene Chrysovalantou)

Releases:

Rev. Economos Charalambos Politis, March 15, 2018 (to the
Metropolis of Alexadroupoleos, Greece)

Obituaries
Fr. James Tavlarides
PHOENIX – Fr. James (Cortessis)
Tavlarides, a retired priest of the Archdiocese, died May 3. He was 94.
A native of Chalkis, Euboea,
Greece, Fr. Tavlarides served parishes in
Wyoming, Arizona and California for 65
years.
“Father James was remarkable in
his strength and in his faith. Regardless
of what circumstances he faced in life,
he always gave thanks to God,” stated
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco.
He was given the name Cortessis at
birth and was active in the church as a
youth, serving as an altar boy and chanter.
He arrived in the United States in
December 1946 and stayed with his aunt
and uncle in Columbus, Ohio, until he
went to Connecticut to begin his studies
at the Pomfret Greek Orthodox Theological School in January 1947.
He married Catherine Speros of Columbus, Ohio, in 1950 After an interruption in his studies, he returned to Holy
Cross in Brookline and completed his
studies in 1953.
He was ordained to the diaconate in
June 1953 at Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas
Church in Cincinnati and to the priesthood a month later at Saint Basil Academy in Garrison, N.Y., by Archbishop
Michael. He was given the name James
(Iakovos).
His first assignment was Sts. Constantine and Helen in Cheyenne, Wyo.,
where he served until 1965. While there,
he attended the University of Wyoming
in Laramie. he helped this small congregation establish a parish of their own and
even complete the building of the church.
He also served other small communities
throughout the state of Wyoming.
In September 1965, he was assigned
to Holy Trinity Church in Phoenix, serving until Sept. 1, 1991, when he officially retired. During this time in Arizona,
the church grew and required expanded
facilities. Upon relocation to a larger parcel of land, the church became a thriving Orthodox Christian community. Fr.
James was also active as a teacher and
was visionary in his ministry. The parish
achieved several milestones including
the consecration in 1983, and the elevation to a Cathedral in 1988. Holy Trinity
Cathedral also became the mother church
of the greater Phoenix area, nurturing the
development of three other Greek Orthodox communities to provide for the spiritual needs of this growing area.
Following his retirement in 1991, Fr.
James and Presvytera Catherine moved
to Palm Desert, Calif., where he served
as priest of St. George parish. The community took on an ambitious building
campaign which developed into a strong
congregation of faithful believers.
Fr. James was predeceased by Presvytera Catherine who reposed in the
Lord on Pascha in 2017. Six months
later, he would lose his youngest son,
Constantinos (Takie) to cancer. He is
survived by his children William (Rebecca), Diakonissa Maria (Deacon John)
Thrasher, Angelo (Mary), and daughterin-law Nickolette. Fr. James was also
blessed with 12 grandchildren and 20
great-grandchildren, with another on the
way.
Services were officiated by Metro-

politan Gerasimos of San Francisco at
Holy Trinity Cathedral on May 9. Burial
was at St. Anthony Greek Orthodox
Monastery.

Fr. James A Bogdan
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. – Fr.
James Bogdan, a retired priest who
served at one parish for his entire career,
died May 22. Fr. Bogdan was in a rare
situation of serving as priest of the community where he was born and lived all
his life - Holy Trinity Church.
He was born in Grand Rapids Dec.
17, 1932 to Apostolos (Paul) and Mary
Bogdan and attended public school
there.
He attended the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and received a B.A.
degree in history in 1952 and a Masters
in Byzantine history in 1956. He attended Holy Cross School of Theology and
did research for his thesis. In 1958, he
and was a Ph.D. candidate in medieval
studies at Michigan State University.
He married Joan Helen Vulgaris of
Muskegon, Mich., in June 1958. They
had four children: Despina, Paul, Christie and George.
He joined Grand Rapids Community College in 1959, teaching in the
History Department, where he became
divisional chairman of social sciences.
He also served as chanter in the
Grand Rapids church.
He was ordained a lay deacon in
January 1975 by Bishop Demetrios of
Olympou and became interim priest in
1978. In April 1984, under the Archdiocese “Priest with a Lay Profession”
program, he was ordained a priest by
Bishop Timotheos of Detroit.
Fr. Bogdan continued serving the
parish for 36 years until his retirement
in September 2009. Since his retirement,
his winter home had been Mobile, Ala.
In addition to his presvytera and
four children, survivors include several
grandchildren; and many other relatives
and friends.
Funeral services took place May 25
at Holy Trinity Church.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Holy Trinity Church, 330 Lakeside Dr., NE in Grand Rapids 49503, or
to Saint Basil Academy, 79 Saint Basil
Road, Garrison, N.Y. 10524, or to Annunciation Church, 50 South Ann St.,
Mobile, AL 36604.

Deacon John Stehling
SAN ANTONIO – Deacon John
Stehling, a retired deacon with a lay
profession, died March 29 after a very
lengthy battle with Parkinson’s Disease.
He was 88. He was born Sept. 2, 1929
and had retired in September 2006. Deacon Stehling had attended Trinity University in San Antonio for a year.
He had been ordained by Bishop
Silas of Amphipoleos on Nov. 22, 1970,
and served the parish of St. Sophia more
than 40 years.
Survivors include a sister, Dr. Linda
Stehling, godson Dr. Christopher L. Wallace; and his cat companion, Fatimah.
Memorial gifts may be made to:
Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation, Humane Society of Bexar County, or the
Animal Defense League of San Antonio.
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Direct Archdiocese District Olympics
District’s Youth Olympics Achieves 40-Year Milestone

Young people and their parents fill the arena at the
Suffolk County Community College-Brentwood
Campus in Eastern Long Island. Featured was an
elaborate ceremony May 26 that included a parade
of parishes, a salute to veterans, presentations
of scholarship and even a performance by the
Northport Pipe and Drum Band, which has appeared in many public venues. (above) FOX News
meteorologist Nick Gregory, whose home parish
of New Rochelle had a large participation, served
as master of ceremonies. Shown with him is Alex
Constantinou, the event chairman and one of the
Olympics founders.
This page contains but a
small sample of the more
than 90 athletic events and
categories that take place
each year. Even continuous
rain on Sunday, May 27, did
not deter the outdoor events
that were to take place from
happening. A modified indoor venue and schedule
permitted soccer games to
continue as planned. Among
those present were numerous parish priests from the
participating communities.
Orthodox Observer photos
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Parish Profile
Community Thrives on Vulnerable Island Off Texas Coast
AT A GLANCE
Name: Assumption of the
Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox
Church
Location: Galveston, Texas
Founded: 1933
Clergy: Fr. Stelios N. Sitaras,
(Holy Cross, M.Div. with Distinction - 1995)
Size: About 70 families
Web: www.assumptiontx.org
E-mail: galvestongreekchurch@gmail.com

Church photo
Assumption of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church

GALVESTON – The defining event
that had a profound, lasting impact on
this city and its history was the devastating unnamed hurricane of September
1900 when as many as 12,000 people
may have died, including an unknown
number of Greek Orthodox. It still ranks
as the deadliest storm in U.S. history.
Located on a barrier island off the
Texas coast, Galveston was a major
U.S. commercial center, port and the
largest city in Texas during much of the

19th century when the original immigrants from Greece began to arrive.
According to Wikipedia and parish
histories, the “Eastern Orthodox community” existed in Galveston since 1861
and was pan-Orthodox in composition,
but mostly Serbian. For several decades,
they worshipped in parishioners’ homes.
In the late 1800s a group of Serbs,
Greeks, and Russians appealed to
the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox
Church in St. Petersburg, Russia, and Tsar
Nicholas II for a church.
The Tsar approved the establishment of a church and construction began
in 1895 and completed in 1896. Conse-
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cration took place on the Feast Day of
Sts. Constantine and Helen on May 21.
The first priest assigned was Archimandrite Theoclitos (Triantafilides). Services were originally conducted
in Greek, Russian and Serbian.
In 1881, the first identifiable Greek
who came to Galveston was an old buccaneer named Captain Nicholas, who
had come to Texas with the pirate Jean
Laffite at the young age of 17. Lafitte
used the island as a base in the early
1800s. A few days before his 100th
birthday, Captain Nicholas was lost in
the Galveston storm of 1900.
The first wave of Greeks came to
Galveston in the late 1800’s and were
predominately from Volos and the island of Chios. They were fishermen,
sailors and merchants. Another large
influx of Greek came after the 1900’s.
There is no official information about
the effects of the 1900 storm on Greeks
or the Serbian Church but, 75 percent of
Galveston was demolished.
In 1933 the Greek members of the
church voted create a “daughter parish” and operate it under the Greek Orthodox Church. They gave it its present
name, Assumption of the Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church.
Assumption Church was originally
a wood-frame church bought for $7,500
from the Evangelical Lutheran Church
a few blocks away from the historical
part of Galveston called “The Strand,”
once known as the “Wall Street of the
Southwest,” where all the merchant
ships docked, loaded and unloaded their
cargos.
Fr. D. Zikakis performed his first
holy liturgy in the now all-Greek Orthodox parish. Between that date and 1963,
the following priests served: Fr. G.
Scoltis, Fr. Georgiaddis, Fr. J. Mercuris,
Fr. J. Nanopoulos, Fr. C. Nicholas, and
Fr. Andrew Daregas.
After the church sustained damage from a small fire in 1951, parishioners, between 1955 and 1964 built a
community center and modern church.
The community center was completed
June 12, 1955, while members still worshipped in the old frame church.
In 1964, the new church was
completed under the leadership of Fr.
Charles Anastasiou, the community’s
longest-serving priest, who led the parish until his death in April 1995. He also
served as chaplain for the Galveston

County jail and presided over the annual
“Blessing of the Fleet” of shrimp boats,
fishing and party boats held in Galveston harbor, a major event in the city.
Over the next 14 years, Fr. George
Thanos, Fr. David Eckley and Fr. Michael Platanis, who arrived in February
2006, served as priests.
On Sept. 13, 2008, Hurricane Ike
devastated the church building and the
community was spread out over the
entire area, worshipping at various Orthodox churches. Many parishioners
attended the Russian-Serbian Orthodox
Church in Galveston. In May 2009, Fr.
Serge Veselinovich, the priest, began offering services at the church.
Fr. Sitaras, arrived at Assumption
Church in December 2012, after having previously served at St. Nicholas in
Corpus Christi, Texas.
“I feel tremendously blessed to be
serving at the Assumption of the Virgin
Mary Greek Orthodox Church. The
parishioners are devoted, faithful, and
demonstrate unwavering commitment
to Our Lord and to His Church,” Fr. Stelios said, adding, “Someone asked me
if we have a welcoming committee in
our church, and I answered, ‘Yes, our
entire congregation is the welcoming
committee. As soon as anyone walks in
our church, they are no longer strangers,
but rather, they are our guests and our
new friends.’” He added, “Our church
has enjoyed continual growth due to
new parishioners moving to Galveston,
as well as new people discovering Orthodoxy and coming to the faith through
their own spiritual journey.”
Present-day community
Assumption Church has a more
pan-Orthodox character than during
its first decades; mostly comprised of
Greek-Americans, about 20 percent
ethnic Greeks from Greece, many converts, along with Russians and Ukrainians, and some Syrian faithful.
Fr. Stelios noted that parishioners
are engaged in several occupations and
professions, including attorneys, restauranteurs, machine shop owners involved
in the shipping and oil and gas industry,
bankers, real estate brokers, and public
relations and advertising.
Stewardship the Greek Festival and
Feast Day Dinner Fundraiser are the primary revenue sources of the church.
Several ministries
Assumption parish has several outreach ministries: hospital, nursing home
and homebound ministries; assistance to
indigent and the homeless, instruction to
people interested in the Orthodox Faith
and convert classes. Also counseling
services and pastoral care are provided
for the faithful.
The very active Philoptochos chapter gives assistance to local shelters,
food pantries, helps fund the indigent
and homeless, supports Hellenic College and Holy Cross School of Theology, supports local, national, and international Orthodox ministries.
Youth
With a small number of young people, Sunday School enrollment is only
about 15 and there is no Greek school or
GOYA program.
-compiled by Jim Golding
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NY Greek Parade
Thousands Take Part in New York’s Greek Parade
The New York Greek Independence
Day Parade held on April 22 included
participation by thousands of marchers
and nearly 50 floats.
Leading the parade were Honorary
Chairman Archbishop Demetrios and
parade grand marshals Governor Andrew Cuomo, Nassau County District
Attorney Madeline Singas and philanthropist Pantelis Boumbouras, and representatives of the Greek and Cypriot
governments.
The traditional appearance of the
Evzones, the Presidential Guard of the
Republic of Greece, was a parade highlight.
Dozens of parishes from New York,
Connecticut and New Jersey were represented in ideal weather conditions.
Groups of other marchers also came
from Greece. There included: Hellenic
College of the Aristotle University, the
University of the Aegean School of
Business, and others.

(Top Center) Archbishop Demetrios, Parade Dignitaries and NY Greek Federation officials.
(Left) New York Gov. and Grand Marshal Andrew
Cuomo in a sea of Greek flags.
(Below Center) This photo has obviously been
“doctored.”

Orthodox
Observer
photos
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OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS
Greek American Cooking

NEW BOOK

Order by check with the order form and send it to:

Recently amazon.com published
and distributes the 2nd edition of
English version of a book titled LIFE
or call Errie at 732.241.0091 or
AS A GREEK SOLDIER 1941-1945,
Email: philoptochos.mail@philoptochosoceannj.org
written by JOHN NIKOLOPOULOS,
Compiled and published
Greek & American
a Greek veteran of battles of El
by St. George Philoptochos
specialties from
Alamein, Rimini-Italy and the 1944
of Asbury Park/ Ocean, NJ.
members and friends.
December Events in Athens.
PRICE PER BOOK IS $25 PLUS $5 SHIPPING
Reference to the political situation
after the Varkiza Agreement up
PURCHASE YOUR COPY OF OUR COOKBOOK AND SUPPORT THE WORK OF PHILOPTOCHOS.
to 1950 events included, (ISBN:978Name: _________________________________________
Yes, I want to order _____ copies
1545152782),
as
well
as the 2nd edition of Greek verPrice per book is $25 plus $5 shipping
Address: _______________________________________
sion titled Eλληνας στρατιώτης 1941-1945, του
I authorize St. George Philoptochos Society to charge my:
Ιωάννη Νικολόπουλου, (ISBN 9781541302297). 220
City: _________________ State:______ Zip: _________
Exp. date: ______
photographs and 7 maps, of that period, are included in
Phone: ________________________________________
Card # ____________________________ CSC: ______
the 592 pages of English version and in the 605 pages of
Name on Card: _________________________________ Email: _________________________________________
Greek one. The sale price is US $ 15.00, considered low
for this book, because the author does
not expect a particular financial profit.
LOOKING TO BUY
REAL ESTATE
He hopes that Greeks living abroad,
particularly in English speaking nations, and especially younger generaΖΗΤΩ ΝΑ ΑΓΟΡΑΣΩ
tions, who speak but it is difficult to
Σε οποιαδήποτε κατάσταση μονοκατοικία,
read Greek, would be interested in.
διαμέρισμα, μεζονέτα ή οικόπεδο. Κατά
προτίμηση σε νησιά, Αθήνα και προάστια,
The content of this book is by one
σε ακτίνα 100 χιλιομέτρων. Ανταλλάσσεται/
third (1/3) about the battles in which
Πωλείται σπίτι με οικόπεδο και χωριστό άλλο
the writer participated in and by two
οικόπεδο, 7 λεπτά από την παραλία Αλυκές
thirds (2/3) about the history of the soΖακύνθου (704) 502-9734
ciopolitical events in occupied Greece,
the Middle East as well as those followLOOKING TO BUY
ing the Varkiza Agreement up to 1950.
In any condition, house, apartment, maisonPROPERTIES
FOR
SALE
ette or plot. Preferably in islands, Athens and
Phone # : +(30) 210 800 1419
St. George Philoptochos Society
1033 West Park Ave.
Ocean, NJ 07712

suburbs up to 100 Km radius. Also, for sale or
trade house with plot and another separate
plot, located 7 minutes from Alikes beach in
Zakynthos (704) 502-9734

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

MARATHON, GREECE
Appx. 4+ acres, minutes to beach.
For more details,
Email: 1967logan@gmail.com
Beach Condo in Loutraki, Greece

New Retail website
TRANSLATIONS ALL MAJOR LANGUAGES
AND GREEK
If you’re looking for:
- Professional, accurate,
certified and
reasonably priced translations
- Greek power of attorney and
certificate translations
- Help w/ Dual Citizenship Applications
and US Immigration Matters
Call 1-844 954 6467 or
email: info@worldlingos.com

One hour from Athens, close to ancient
city of Korinthos, connected to the Athens
International Airport by the bus
or Proastiakos train.
37 sq.m., second floor condo in excellent
condition, two blocks from the beach, and
in the center of town.
Condo opens to a central hallway - on the
left, one bedroom and one living room,
each with air-condition and opening to a
balcony overlooking street, straight ahead a
kitchen with a balcony overlooking courtyard, and on the right a full bathroom with
window.
Both balconies have tents, kitchen includes
electric oven and fridge, and bathroom
includes washing machine. Loutraki renowned in Greece as vibrant beach town
with boardwalk, cafes, restaurants, hotels,
casino, and beautiful ocean sunsets.
Condo has 6 sq.m. storage unit
on first floor.
Price: EUR 60,000 or USD 78,000
For information please contact john.
ck.pappas@gmail.com or
call 703-827-5435.

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Dimitrios

Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all events visit
www.panagos.com
You can find us on Facebook

CALL NOW ( 516) 931-2333
Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify
the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise
specifically indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER has no affiliation with
any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in, described on
or printed, and it makes no representations or warranties whatsoever
with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or
person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize,
revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time
for any reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any
damages arising out of errors or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER
will not be held liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.

31

MAY - JUNE 2018

In The Now

National Ministries - Dept. of Youth and Young Adults
By Steven Christoforou

Dorothy Day was a Catholic social
activist. And a Cardinal once described
her as trying “to live in such a way that
one’s life would not make sense if God
did not exist.”
This is the sort of description that
should apply to every Christian’s life.
Shouldn’t it?
After all, as St. Paul wrote, the Gospel is something that doesn’t quite make
sense in light of the wisdom of our time:
“We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles.” (1 Cor. 1:23)
Phrased even more simply: “the
message about the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of
God.” (1 Cor. 1:18)
If individual Christian lives
shouldn’t make sense without God, then
the same should apply to Christian activities and ministries.
So, do our ministries make sense
without God?
The Shape of Our Ministries
I grew up in the Church. I was
an active participant in parish youth
groups, athletic events, cultural activities, Sunday School, etc.
These are the same programs that
make up most youth ministry today.
And these are the same programs that
most of our young adults have participated in.
Yet we all know that the Church has
a problem: young people are increasingly disaffected and disengaged from
the life of the Church.
Young people are increasingly of
the opinion that their lives “make sense”
without God.
Is it because the ministry that
shaped them made sense without God?
Catherine’s Story
I’ve given talks to thousands of
young adults across the country, and
have been blessed to speak face-to-face
with hundreds of them.
When young adults share their
stories, I’ve noticed a common thread.
It was incredibly obvious when I met
Catherine.
Catherine is in college. I met her
during a young adult event.
We were going around the room,
sharing our stories and struggles. As
Catherine spoke, everyone in the room
began nodding in silent agreement.
Catherine described growing up in
the Church. She was active in everything: from Sunday school to the parish
dance group. She played on the community’s basketball team and never missed
a youth event.
Yet, as soon as she graduated high

Is Ministry Preparing Kids
for Life in the Church?
school, her relationship with the Church
dissolved. She joined several different
clubs and groups. As soon as she heard
that there was an Orthodox young adult
event in the area, she made sure to attend.
As she described her journey, one
thing was clear: Catherine was desperate to belong to something.
And she never felt like she belonged
to the Church.
“Institutionalized” by Ministry
But why?
How can someone who was active
in literally every program the Church
offered feel so disconnected from the
Church?
There’s a scene in the movie The
Shawshank Redemption that may help
clarify the question.
The movie takes place in Shawshank State Prison. And Brooks Hatlen
is an elderly prisoner, someone who was
locked up as a young man.
Unexpectedly, Brooks learns that
he’s been paroled at age 73, after over
40 years in prison.
Yet he isn’t pleased with the news.
Instead, he holds a knife to another inmate’s throat and threatens to kill him.
One of Brooks’ friends is confused
by this reaction: why isn’t Brooks happy
to finally be a free man?
Another inmate soberly responds:
Brooks has been institutionalized. He’s
spent so long in prison that he no longer
knows how to live as a free man. There
is nothing connecting him with the wider world.
After all, what’s a prisoner without
prison walls?
And what’s a GOYAn without
GOYA?
Ministry as a Garden
When I was young, my grandmother kept a beautiful garden. It was of all
kinds of fruits and vegetables, including
tomatoes.
I noticed that, when the tomato
plants were young, she would tie the
plants to sticks she placed in the soil.
The stick, she explained, was meant to
help keep the plant from falling over
while the stem was weak.
When the plant was strong enough
to stand on its own, she would remove
the stick.
It seems to me that, if our ministries
are the “sticks” being used to support
our young people, they’re not helping
our children learn to stand on their own.

People like Catherine can spend
over a decade in a variety of youth programs. They spend years participating
in activities, attending events, etc. And,
at the end of it all, they seem completely
ill-equipped to be healthy members of
the Church.
They seem just as institutionalized
as Brooks Hadley, completely unable
to survive outside of the walls of their
youth programs.
Thus when GOYA goes away, so do
the GOYAns.
Do We Need More Programs?
I know what you’re thinking: “maybe this means we need more young adult
programs.”
Yet a simply desire for more will
not address the real problem.
Young people climb the ladder
from HOPE to JOY to GOYA, moving from one program to another. They
spend years learning how to be good
participants in these programs, and yet
never develop the ability to function as
Christians in the Church.
Absent a program to prop them up,
our young people find the Church to
be uninteresting at best, or completely
foreign at worst. Without the threat of
being benched during the Basketball
Tournament if they don’t show up for
Liturgy, they have very little buy-in.
And, because kids may jump
through this hoop and show up for Liturgy while they’re in the program, we
may feel that we’ve facilitated good
ministry.
But have we?
Based on our perceived successes
with youth programs, our knee-jerk reaction is to make more programs. Programs for college students! Programs
for young professionals! Programs for
old adults, and then elderly adults!
Programs from the cradle to the
grave!
Investing time and effort in young
adult groups may, on a surface level,
appear successful in the short term. But
what happens after a person ages out of
this program?
All we’ve done is kick the can
down the road.
All we’ve done is form a generation
of program participants who will never
be at home in the Church itself.
We don’t simply need more programs any more than tomato plants
need more sticks to prop them up.
We need better programs. We need
to recognize that programs are meant to
be the stick that holds up seedlings, not
the vine themselves.
We need Christ-centered and
Kingdom-oriented programs that shape
people who, eventually, don’t need programs.
We need a vision of ministry that
forms Christians with a deep and abiding relationship with Christ in His
Church, not mere participants who depend on more and more programs.
Reimagining Ministry
For decades, we have crafted ministry programs that make perfect sense

without God. Children participate in fun
activities and go on exciting trips. They
play sports and learn ethnic dances.
(Never mind that the local YMCA
has better sports teams, and there are
thousands of summer camps with better
ropes courses and arts and crafts.)
And maybe, in order to justify calling our programs “ministry,” we sprinkle a bit of “religion” on top for good
measure.
(You can hear the implicit lesson
when leaders say, “Let’s pray real quick,
and then we’ll get back to the fun stuff.”)
But we have to be honest.
The reality is that the fruit of these
programs isn’t a new generation of faithful Christians who are at home in the
Church. Our programs are not forming
people with robust and resilient prayer
lives who are cultivating meaningful relationships with both God and neighbor.
Because our programs aren’t guiding young people into the practices of
active Christian life, of ascetically struggling to know Christ in His Church.
Instead, our programs are creating a
generation of people who can’t survive
without out those programs.
Of people who are completely unable (or even unwilling) to live as Christians in the Church.
Perhaps the ministry we lead isn’t
as Christ-centered or Kingdom-oriented
as we pretend it is.
Maybe we’ve been doing ministry
incorrectly.
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