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ENCYCLICAL
44th Clergy-Laity
Congress Planned
for Boston July 1-5

GOA/D.Panagos photo

Fr. Nathanael
Symeonides
Elected Metropolitan
of Chicago
NEW YORK – The Holy and
Sacred Synod of Ecumenical Patriarchate on Feb. 7 unanimously
elected the Very Rev. Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides as
Metropolitan of Chicago.
Archbishop Demetrios announced that the ordination and
enthronement of Metropolitan-elect
Nathanael will take place March 17
at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral.
Services will begin with Orthros at 8:30 a.m.
His Eminence also will enthrone the metropolitan-elect at Annunciation Cathedral in Chicago on
to page 3
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SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

THE ANNUNCIATION

Report on Financial Situation

Archdiocese Achieves
Financial Stability
NEW YORK - Under the leadership of Archbishop Demetrios, a demanding restructuring process has been
completed that advanced the financial
stability of the Archdiocese.
The Archdiocese is now projected
to achieve a balanced budget and generate additional funds that will be applied
to first retire its financial obligations and
then establish a future reserve.
Comprehensive Actions Taken in
Response to Financial Situation
Archbishop Demetrios, the Holy
Eparchial Synod, the Executive Committee and the Archdiocesan Council
reacted decisively to resolve the Archdiocese legacy financial problems discovered in 2017.
The Archdiocese overcame its legacy financial challenges by introducing a
new leadership team and organizational
structure, implementing new policies
and procedures to control and govern
expenditures, a material reduction in
operating cash costs, and the creation of
budget that will allow for the dynamic
monitoring and management of the
Archdiocese finances.
New leadership team and
organizational structure
Following the 2016 Clergy-Laity
Congress, the Archbishop restructured
the Executive Committee and new lay
leadership at the highest levels, including a new vice president and treasurer
of the Archdiocesan Council, were installed. Bishop Andonios of Phasiane,
chancellor, assumed key administrative
responsibilities after the resignation of
the former director of administration in
September.
Fr. Soterios Baroody was appointed
as Chief Financial Officer (“CFO”) of
the Archdiocese in April 2017. Prior to
his appointment, the GOA did not have
the position of CFO; by adding this
position, a critical change, separating
administration and finance, was made
in the Archdiocese organizational structure.
A new group of financial and legal

professionals to serve as members of
the Archdiocesan Council’s Standing
Audit Committee, was appointed by the
Archbishop, with Elaine Allen serving
as chairwoman.
The responsibilities of the Audit
Committee include assessing the reliability and accuracy of financial reporting; selecting external auditors; meeting
with those auditors to review audit plans
and results; reviewing internal controls
and developing any necessary remediation plans; and monitoring compliance
with applicable laws and regulations
pertaining to financial controls. The
newly constituted Audit Committee and
its chairwoman have already made an
impact on the Archdiocese’s operations.
Archon Lazaros Kircos was appointed by the Archbishop to serve as
the Archdiocese Finance Committee
chairman. Under Archon Kircos’ leadership, the Finance Committee has taken its proper role in the functioning of
the Archdiocese, including leading and
monitoring of areas involving budgets,
expenditures, finance, treasury, and
long term strategic planning.
Implementation of new policies and
procedures to control and govern expenditures
The Archdiocese, due to its mission and its ecclesiastical identity, is
permanently committed to becoming
a world-class, not-for profit institution
from an accountability, transparency
perspective. Critical to this objective
is establishing and enforcing policies
and procedures to control and govern
expenditures. The work of the Finance
Committee has resulted in an immediate
positive financial impact on the Archdiocese.
In April 2017, with the blessing of
Archbishop Demetrios, the Archdiocese
started the process of improving internal
controls by management directive. In
furtherance of this objective, the Archto page 3

All things are possible to him
who believes (Mark 9:23)
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns,
the Presidents and Members of
the Parish Councils of the Greek
Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day,
Afternoon, and Church Schools,
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods,
the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America
Beloved Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,
With joy, I join with the beloved and respected Hierarchs
of the Holy Eparchial Synod and
the members of the Archdiocesan Council in announcing that
our 44th Biennial Clergy-Laity
Congress and the national meeting of the Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society will
convene July 1 to 5, in Boston,
Massachusetts. We offer our sincere gratitude to His Eminence
Metropolitan Methodios and
the leadership, clergy, and laity of the Metropolis of Boston
for their willingness to host the
44th Clergy-Laity Congress of
our Archdiocese and to welcome
the leaders of our parishes and organizations from throughout our
blessed country.
Our theme for the Congress
will be “All Things Are Possible to the One Who Believes in
Christ” (cf. Mark 9:23). As Orthodox Christians we affirm our faith
in Christ, a faith that makes the
impossible possible, the unreachable reachable, the non-achievable achievable. We know that
our faith in Him leads us in our
worship and ministry We are also
led by the example of our Lord in
seeing the limitless possibilities
of our faith. His life and ministry
show us that belief in Him leads
to healing, renewal and hope.
Belief in Christ defeats the
power of sin and death, transfigures our lives, and leads us
on the path of salvation. Our unwavering belief in Him as shown
through our lives and our ministry will help us overcome any
challenges, will extend our
to page 19
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Communications
212.774.0244
communications@goarch.org
Greek Education
212.774.0233
greekeducation@goarch.org
Internet Ministries
646.519.6690
internet@goarch.org
Inter–Orthodox, Ecumenical
and Interfaith Relations
212.570.3593
ecumenical@goarch.org

Center for Family Care
845.424.8175
familycare@goarch.org
Public Affairs
212.774.0400
fralex@goarch.org
Registry
212.570.3558
frchrysostom@goarch.org
Religious Education
646.519.6300
religioused@goarch.org
Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism
646.519.6160
stewardship@goarch.org

Office of Development
212.774.0277

NEXT DEADLINE
Deadline for submitting information,
articles and photos for consideration in
the March-April 2018 issue:
Friday, Mar. 9
Photos should be sent as a large format.jpg
attachment (300 dpi min.).
E-mail to: jim@goarch.org
Regular mail: Editor, Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79th St., New York, NY 10075.

Trakatellis Fellowship Applications
The Chancellor’s Office of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America is pleased to announce
that applications are now available
to apply for a Fellowship from The
Christos and Georgia Trakatellis Fellowship Fund for the 2018-2019 academic year. This Fund was established
in 2011 by His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios and his brother, Prof. Antonios Trakatellis, in memory of their
parents, Christos and Georgia. The
Fund offers Fellowships to graduates
of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School
of Theology to study Greek language,
Hellenic culture and liturgical practice. These studies can take place in the
United States or, preferably, in Greece
or at the Ecumenical Patriarchate of
Constantinople. The study could be

part of an established academic program (Doctoral or Master Levels) or
part of a free program which should
be well structured and clearly defined
in view of the above stated purpose of
the Fund. Candidates shall be chosen
based on merit and need. The amount
of the Fellowship is $3,000 per semester for up to two semesters. One or
more full or partial Fellowships will
be awarded annually.
Instructions and applications are
available on the website of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America
(www.goarch.org). Candidates can
request more information via email
(scholarships@goarch.org) or phone
(212-774-0283). Send the completed
application to the Chancellor’s Office
by the May 4 deadline.

Applications and instructions for
three scholarships administered by the
Office of the Chancellor of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America
are now available on the Archdiocese
website for awards to be made for the
2018-19 academic year. Two of these
scholarships are for undergraduate
studies: the George & Naouma (Gioule) Gioles Scholarship and the Katina
John Malta Scholarship. The third is
the Paleologos Graduate Scholarship,
which is awarded for graduate work in
non-theological majors. Each of these
scholarships was established through
generous gifts from dedicated Greek

Orthodox Christians who wanted to
provide financial assistance towards
the education of young people from
our Orthodox community.
The deadline for applying for all
three is May 4. Further details, including complete instructions and applications can be downloaded from the
website of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America at www.goarch.
org. Applications may be requested
by e-mailing: scholarships@goarch.
org or by written request to the Scholarship Committee, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, 8-10 East
79th Street, New York, NY, 10075.

The 2018 S. Gregory Taylor Scholarship
The Taylor Scholarship Fund offers
financial assistance to students pursuing a
post-graduate degree in the areas of theology, religious studies, or pastoral training.
The Archdiocese Chancellor’s Office oversees the Fund and awards scholarships on an annual basis. Awarding of
scholarships will be determined based on
program of study, financial need, previous academic work, recommendations,
availability of funds and how the applicant intends to serve the Archdiocese af-
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NEW YORK – The 2018 Yearbook of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is available online at
www.goarch.org/yearbook. The yearbook can also be downloaded from the
website as a pdf and used as a digital book on tablets, smart phones and
other digital reading devices.
Printed copies of the yearbook are
available by mail. Every parish will
receive two free copies.
In his introductory letter for the
2018 Yearbook, Archbishop Demetrios writes, “In the Holy Gospel of
Luke we read about the beginning of
our Lord’s earthly ministry. As He
traveled throughout Galilee teaching
in synagogues, He came to Nazareth
where He had been raised. When
Christ stood to speak, He read from the
book of Isaiah: The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because He has anointed
me to preach the good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and the recovery
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed, to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord. (Luke
4:18-19)
“In all that we do as the Greek
Orthodox Church, we look to Christ
as our Savior and Guide, we offer the
Gospel of life and truth, and we demonstrate the grace of God in our service to others. We preach the message
of salvation. We speak of liberty in
Christ to all who are in bondage to sin
and the burdens of this life. We offer a
witness of the healing and transformation that we find in Him. We proclaim
constantly and consistently that this is
the acceptable year of the Lord.”
The 2018 Yearbook is designed
as an easy-to-read, accurate, reference handbook of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. The new
edition includes updated directories of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Archdiocesan departments and institutions,
Metropolises, parishes, clergy, religious and secular media resources
plus additional information.
Limited pre-paid copies may be
obtained by calling (212) 774-0244 or
by sending a check for $18 each plus
$6 shipping and handling, payable to
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America, Attn: Yearbook – 8 East 79th
Street, New York, NY 10075.
(See ad on page 10)
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Commitment to Transparency, Accountability

GOA/Orthodox Observer photo
Board members
New trustees of St. Michael’s shown with Archbishop Demetrios and Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, who
has served as the Home’s director for 22 years. From left: Manny Kratsios, Savas Konstantinides, Jennifer
Constantin, Anastasia Economos, Efthalia Katos, Stamatiki Valiotis, Haeda Mihaltses, Nikitas Drakotos,
Nicholas Chivily, Peter Lambros, Katina Karagounis and Tina Papadakos. Trustees unable to attend were:
Fr. John Lardas, Antonia Makkos, Anne Michals, Nicholas Tjartjalis and Dean Mihaltses.

New St. Michael’s Home Trustees Installed
On Jan. 23 in the Chapel of the
Archdiocese, Archbishop Demetrios
installed the new Board of Trustees of
St. Michael’s Home, the only elder care
facility in the United States under the
aegis of the Archdiocese.
During his remarks to the Trustees
following the brief service and affirmation of office, His Eminence shared with
them what an exciting time this is for

this Archdiocesan institution as it proceeds with a monumental expansion,
increasing not only the capacity of the
facility from 60 residents to over 160,
but also the levels of care from one to
four including nursing home beds as
well as a memory care unit.
In November 2014, the Home purto page 5

Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides
Elected Metropolitan of Chicago
from page 1

March 24. The service will begin at 11
a.m.
Immediately following the election,
Archbishop Demetrios stated:
“I express my wholehearted congratulations on the election of Very Rev.
Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides
as Metropolitan of Chicago, wishing the
abundant blessing of God on the sacred
ministry the Church has entrusted him
with. The newly-elected Metropolitan
has served as deacon, priest and director
of the Department of Inter-Orthodox,
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations for a number of years, and I am
certain that he shall apply his experience
and the gifts God endowed him with for
a fruitful ministry in the service of the
devout Greek Orthodox flock of the
Holy Metropolis of Chicago.”
The announcement of the Holy and
Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate is as follows:
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE ANNOUNCEMENT
Under the chairmanship of His AllHoliness, the Holy and Sacred Synod
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, convened Feb. 7 for its regularly scheduled
meeting where, following the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew’s recommendation, Synod members unanimously
elected the Very Rev. Symeonides as
Metropolitan of Chicago.
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE
The Very Rev. Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides was born in Thessaloniki, Greece (1978). He is the third
child of Irene and Vasilios Symeonides.
He is graduate of Hellenic College (BA,
2000) and of Holy Cross School of Theology (M.Div, 2003). He earned an STM
(2003) and a ThD (2007) in bioethics
from Boston University. Fr. Nathanael
has also studied the history and ethics
of public health at Columbia University
Mailman School of Public Health. He
is a guest professor of Christian ethics
and bioethics at Fordham University,
Holy Cross School of Theology, and St.
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Vladimir Theological School. He has
authored numerous articles in theology
and bioethics.
Fr. Nathanael was ordained a deacon (2003) and a presbyter (2010) by
Archbishop Demetrios. His ecclesial
and pastoral work includes service as
the deacon to Metropolitan Methodios
(2003-2006); deacon to the Archbishop (2006-2010); pastor of the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, NY
(2010-13). During his time as a parish
priest, Fr. Nathanael developed an urban
ministry, Orthodox Professionals in Action (OPA), which harnessed the gifts
and talents of over 400 young professionals of Manhattan, offering them opportunities to create meaningful change
in the lives of those most vulnerable in
society. Fr. Nathanael has also served
the pastoral needs of the Holy Resurrection Church of Brookville, N.Y., and
Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral of
Brooklyn, NY.
In September 2013 he was appointed director of the Office of InterOrthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith
Relations of the America. In his present
position, Fr. Nathanael manages and directs the relationships between the Archdiocese and numerous religious organizations, think tanks, non-governmental
organizations, and Permanent Missions
to the United Nations. As director of
the Department, Fr. Nathanael is best
known for promoting cooperation and
inclusivity. Most recently, he convened
a colloquium titled, “Orthodoxy and
Humanitarianism: Ideas and Action in
the Contemporary World,” which provided experts from around the world the
opportunity to meet and consider ways
the Church may help respond to humanitarian crises and promote sustainable
development in post-crisis regions.
Fr. Nathanael also is a brother of
the historic monastic community of St.
George Epanosifis in Crete, Greece.

NEW YORK – The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America is committed to total transparency and accountability, so that through strict adherence
to established governance, it may ensure
its ability to meet the spiritual needs of
the Faithful.
In December of last year, the Archdiocese engaged Kiwi Associates, an independent accounting firm, to launch a
special review of Archdiocesan payroll
records for 2016 and 2017. During their
review, they identified specific payroll
discrepancies associated with former
staff of the Archdiocese.
“This discovery” stated Bishop
Andonios, chancellor of the Archdiocese, “led the Archdiocese to immediately undertake a far closer inspection of
its payroll and credit card expenses for
the five-year period between the beginning of 2013 and end of 2017. That separate investigation revealed significant
and unprecedented irregularities,” the

Bishop explained. “The investigation of
these matters continues.”
Consistent with prior disclosures,
beginning in April 2017, the Archdiocese implemented appropriate internal
payroll controls with rigorous internal
oversight and periodic independent reviews, now a permanent requirement.
The Archdiocese had also adopted strict
controls regarding the issuance and use
of corporate credit cards.
“We shall pursue all available
remedies to address the discrepancies
but, while doing so, we have created
far stronger audit and control procedures, additional oversight and strict
reviews,”continued His Grace. “Those
who would seek to divert attention from
this serious issue by falsely accusing
His Eminence, or others, of indifference
in confronting the financial challenges
facing the Archdiocese, ignore the facts
while bringing no honor upon themselves,” he concluded.

Archdiocese Financial Situation
from page 1

diocese also retained Grant Thornton
in 2017 to conduct a thorough, independent review and analysis of the
operations of the Archdiocese finance
function, and to provide an in-depth,
third party view of areas where the
finance function, and therefore the
Archdiocese, can become more efficient, effective and transparent.
In January, the Archdiocese Council, including its Executive, Audit, Legal and Finance committees, received
the Executive Summary of the Grant
Thornton Operations Review. The
Operations Review makes recommendations on best practices that can be
implemented in order to maximize resources and results. This highly technical document will act as a critical
tool for the Archdiocese with respect
internal controls, practices and procedures. Implementing internal controls is a complex process that must
be conducted with care, and external
resources will be required.
Material reduction in operating
cash costs.
The Archdiocese reduced approximately $8 million or approximately
25 percent of annual operating cash
expenditures. As a result, the Archdiocese eliminated its former structural
operating deficit and is now projected to achieve a balanced budget and
generate additional funds. Further,
the Archdiocese cumulative accounting deficit from prior years is being
reduced. The cost reductions, which
are permanent and structural, were
achieved primarily by reducing Archdiocesan staff levels, reducing general
administrative costs, and implementing new vendor management protocols and controls.
Executive Committee Approves
2018 Budget
Under the leadership of Archbishop Demetrios, Bishop Andonios, the
Officers and the Finance Committee,
a comprehensive and achievable 2018
budget, approved by the Executive
Committee, was created and accurately reflects the true financial position
of the Archdiocese. The Treasurer and
Finance Committee will work with
the management of the Archdiocese to
monitor variances in the new budget

relative to actual performance. This
budget process is a first and critical
step in establishing a solid foundation
for the Archdiocese finances.
A summary of the 2018 Budget
will be posted on the Archdiocese
website in the near future.
Legacy Financial Obligations
The Archdiocese has disclosed
that it is encumbered by certain legacy
obligations resulting from its former
financial problems. The Archdiocese
has retained professionals to determine the quantum and nature of these
liabilities.
The Archdiocese also disclosed
that certain custodial and restricted
accounts were used to fund operations. The Archdiocese will prioritize
the expeditious return of funds to the
custodial and restricted accounts.
Financial Stability Achieved Accompanied by Decreased Burden
on Parishes
The financial stability of the Archdiocese was achieved without any additional burden placed on its parishes.
The Holy Eparchial Synod decided
to keep the contribution level of the
parishes at the 2017 level. The 7.74
percent increase for 2018, which had
already been approved by the 2016
Clergy-Laity Congress, was rescinded, representing a savings of $1.6 million to parishes in 2018.
Strong Support in Total
Commitment Receipts from Parishes
The Archdiocese recognizes and
appreciates the continuing strong
stewardship by its Parishes. The Finance Committee reports that, for
2017, the Archdiocese Total Commitment receipts from its parishes across
the country met 100 percent of the
budgeted Total commitment for the
sixth consecutive year. In the recent
uncertain environment, that result was
only achievable through the hard work
and dedication of our Metropolitans
and their Metropolis Finance Committee members.
Our parishes should be assured
that considerable efforts described in
this announcement towards achieving transparency, accountability and
financial stability for the Archdiocese
are being implemented. The Archdiocese is deeply indebted to the parishes,
and is grateful to God for them.
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Leadership 100

Leadership 100 Installs New Chairman, Approves $2.7M in Grants
By George Schira

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. - Leadership 100 installed Argyris “RJ” Vassiliou of Stamford, Conn., a business executive and engineer, as chairman Feb.
3 at its concluding grand banquet.
Outgoing Chairman George S.
Tsandikos passed the torch of leadership to Vassiliou, thanking Leadership
100 members for their support during
his tenure.
Vassiliou is the president of two
family-owned businesses, Acme Pallet
Company Inc., an industrial engineering
concern, based in New York, and DiCor Industries Inc., a specialty structural steel fabrication company, located in
Bristol, Conn. He was educated at The
Cooper Union for the Advancement of
Science and Art, receiving a B.C.E. degree in 1989, and at Princeton University, receiving a M.S. degree in 1991.
Married to the former Ann Pappajohn, they have two children, Alexandra
and Nicholas, and attend the Church of
the Archangels in Stamford.
Vassiliou served as Leadership 100
vice chairman the past four years. He
will be succeeded by Jim G. Logothetis
of Chicago, a senior partner at Ernst &
Young.
Kassandra L. Romas of Short Hills,
N.J., continues as secretary and Thomas
G. Jordan of Bloomfield Hills, Mich. as
treasurer.
Both the Leadership 100 Executive

Committee and Board of Trustees met
on Wednesday, Jan. 31. The Executive
Committee approved grants for 2018
totaling $2.7 million, bringing grants
distributed by Leadership 100 since
its founding to more than $50 million. Chairman Tsandikos reported that
membership had increased to 1,072,
with 628 members fulfilled and assets
topping $100 million for the first time.
Some 500 members and guests attended the conference which featured
a keynote address by Admiral James
Stavridis, formerly Supreme Allied
Commander at NATO and currently
dean of The Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts University.
Stavridis spoke on 21st Century Security: Challenges and Opportunities.
He was introduced by Leadership 100
Trustee Michael G. Psaros and received
the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100
Award for Excellence from Chairman
Tsandikos and Metropolitan Nicholas
of Detroit.
Other speakers included Sylvia
Mathews Burwell, the former secretary
of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services and current president
of American University. He was also
presented with the Archbishop Iakovos
Leadership 100 Award for Excellence
and John P. Angelos, executive vice
president of the Baltimore Orioles and
president and chief operating officer
of the Mid-Atlantic Sports Network
(MASN).

GOA/D. Panagos photos

Outgoing Chairman George S. Tsandikos, left, passes the Torch of Leadership to new Chairman, Argyris
Vassilou, center, with Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit (left).

Burwell spoke on Hellenic Values
and Health Care: What My Greek Heritage Taught Me About Public Policy.
She was introduced by Mike Manatos,
member of the Leadership 100 Executive Committee. Angelos spoke on “A
25-Year Evolution of the Intersection
of Sport Media and Society.” He was
introduced by Leadership 100 member
George Anderson.
In addition, the Very Rev. Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides, director of the Archdiocese Office of InterOrthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith
Relations, conducted a panel discussion,
“Transforming the World through Collaboration: The Work of the Department
of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations.” The discussion
included four participants: Dr. Carrie
Frederick Frost, professor at St. Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Seminary, Joyce S.
Dubensky, CEO of Tanenbaum, Christina Hioureas, Counsel at Foley Hoag
LLP, and Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou,
visiting associate professor of conflict
resolution at The Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University.

Nicholas Anton, Coordinator of UN
Programs and Special Assistant in the
Department, also joined the panel.
Special recognition was given posthumously to Peter J. Pappas, a longtime
member of the Leadership 100 Executive Committee and Board of Trustees
and a prominent business leader and
philanthropist.
His widow, Cathy, accepted the
memorial Commendation for Distinguished Service to the Board of Trustees, presented by Archbishop Demetrios and Chairman Tsandikos.
Archbishop Demetrios delivered
both the traditional Bible Study and
Lecture. Metropolitans Nicholas of
Detroit and Savas of Pittsburgh also attended.
Chairman Tsandikos and Lou Kircos, a member of the Leadership 100
Board of Trustees, conducted an open
dialogue at the Conference opening forum, Feb.
The Conference concluded with the
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy celebrated
by Metropolitan Savas at St. Sophia Cathedral in Miami on Sunday, Feb. 4.
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(Above) Archbishop Demetrios with Leadership 100 Founders Arthur C. Anton, left, and Peter M. Dion, right.
(Below) (L to R) Very Reverend Archimandrite Nathanael Symeonides, Dr. Elizabeth H. Prodromou, Dr. Carrie
Frederick Frost, Nicholas Anton, Joyce S. Dubensky, and Christina Hioureas.
GOA/D. Panagos photos
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Archdiocese News

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Archbishop Demetrios addresses the audience at the St. Barnabas Award presentation ceremony. Looking
on are Archbishop Chrysostomos, President Nicos and Mrs. Andri Anastasiades.

Archbishop Demetrios Visits
Cyprus, Receives St. Barnabas Medal
By Stavros Papagermanos

LEFKOSIA, Cyprus – Archbishop Demetrios visited Cyprus in midFebruary following an invitation from
the Church of Cyprus and its Primate,
Archbishop Chrysostomos.
On Sunday, Feb. 11, His Eminence
concelebrated the Divine Liturgy with
Archbishop Chrysostomos and other
hierarchs of the Church of Cyprus at
the church of God’s Wisdom (St. Sophia), in in the suburb of Strovolos.
Archbishop Demetrios was accompanied by Metropolitan Savas
of Pittsburgh and Archdeacon Panteleimon Papadopoulos. Kyriacos
Papastylianou, the president of the
Federation of Cypriot American Organizations was also part of the delegation.

Later on Sunday, the Church
of Cyprus bestowed on Archbishop
Demetrios its highest honor, the Gold
Medal of St. Barnabas, the founder of
the Church of Cyprus. Present at the
ceremony were Republic of Cyprus
President Nicos Anastasiades, first
lady Andri Anastasiades and many
leaders of the political and academic
sectors.
The Archbishop visited the
Pancyprian Gymnasium on Feb. 12,
the renowned high school in the capital, Lefkosia and later spoke to a gathering of school principals.
On his visit, His Eminence met
with the President Anastasiades and
also deliver a lecture at the Theological School of the Church of Cyprus on
the topic: “Modern Theological Challenges and Opportunities.”

Students of the Hellenic College of Thessaloniki visited Archbishop Demetrios at Archdiochese headquarters
in January. The visit was part of a field trip the students made to New York (Observer photo)

New St. Michael’s Home Trustees
from page 3

chased the 11-acre site in Uniondale,
N.Y., on Long Island, which included
a building of more than 90,000-squarefeet, a former Roman Catholic care center. In September 2016, a Capital Campaign was launched to raise the over
$35 million to transform the existing
structure into a magnificent facility with
all of the necessary ancillary spaces to
assure quality care, as well as a Greek
Orthodox chapel. To date, more than
$26 million has been received in contributions and pledges.
Phase One of the Expansion Project began in June following an Agiamos
service offered by the Archbishop in the

chapel of St. Michael’s future home.
The phase included two components:
asbestos abatement and interior demolition work. Having completed this work
at a cost of over $1.1 million, the second phase which is slated to begin this
spring will focus on the rebuilding the
gutted building into a state-of-the-art
continuum care facility. This expanded
facility will truly allow the Home to
continue the sacred mission set forth by
Archbishop Michael who opened the
Home in 1958, “to care for those encumbered by old age.”
For more information on the Expansion Project or to learn more about
Naming Opportunities visit www.stmichaelshome.org

care Institutions
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Encyclicals
Feast of the Three Hierarchs Holy and Great Lent
and Greek Letters Day

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs,
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and
Members of the Parish Councils of the
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and
Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
On our celebration of this holy
commemoration of the Three Great Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers, Basil
the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and
John Chrysostom, we are mindful of our
preparations for our 44th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress which will be held in
Boston, July 1-5.
Our theme for the Congress will be
All Things Are Possible to the One Who
Believes in Christ, a theme that guides
us to consider the limitless possibilities
and tremendous potential of our faith.
The Three Hierarchs understood and
experienced this power and potential of
our faith in Christ. Through their holiness of life, their dedication to service,
their theological acumen and spiritual
insight, and their faith, they knew that
all things are possible to him who believes (Mark 9:23).
For the Three Hierarchs all things
are possible through faith because of the
honor that belongs to humankind as a
race of rational creatures. For though we
are flesh and blood, we are nonetheless
endowed, through the gift of reason,
with so many of the divine graces of our
Creator. The Fathers, therefore, speak so
often in voices of awe and wonder when
considering the unique place of man in
the dispensation of God. Saint Basil declares that “the mind is good, and in it
we have that which is according to the
image of the Creator” (Epistle 233).
St. John Chrysostom in turn takes
up the idea of the mind as a means to
holiness. From consideration of human
abilities compared to the greater speed
and bodily strength of animals, we may
appreciate “the wisdom of God and
the honor He has bestowed upon us.”
Though human beings have not feathers and pinions like the eagle, they by
reason can soar even higher, “as high
as heaven, and above heaven itself, and
above the heaven of heavens, even to
where Christ sits at the right hand of
God” (Homily 11, On the Statues).
The three great Hierarchs also knew
that all things are possible for those who
believe in Christ because of our ability
through faith and reason to pursue all
that is good and excellent. Saint Gregory the Theologian writes in his theological orations of the longing of our rational natures for God, which is frustrated
by the weakness of our bodily nature.
“Faint therefore with the desire,” our
minds strive to know God by another
means, which is to scrutinize the created
order, and so “through the beauty and
order of visible things to attain to that
which is above sight” (Oration 28.13).
In this same spirit does Saint Basil offer
a prayerful wish: “May God grant you

the knowledge of His truth, so that you
may raise yourselves from visible things
to the invisible Being, and that the grandeur and beauty of creatures may give
you a just idea of the Creator” (Hexaemeron 2.10).
The Three Hierarchs also knew and
experienced that all things are possible
through our faith because of our relationship with Christ and the power and
potential of the love that has been revealed through Him. Saint John Chrysostom states that Christ has shown his
love to us in many ways: He has made
known to us what He has heard from
the Father; He calls us His friends and
has chosen us for His divine work; and
He has granted us the greatest of blessings by suffering for us. Further, Christ
shows His great love for us by “remaining continually with those who shall
bring forth fruit; for it is needful to enjoy His aid, and so to bear fruit” (Homily 77 on the Gospel of Saint John).
As we commemorate these holy
Hierarchs, and with this Feast observe
Greek Letters Day, we are beckoned
by their words to contemplate the limitless possibilities of all that God can
do in and through us. Because of our
God given ability to reason and constantly push the boundaries of thought
and understanding in our human experience, and through this unique faculty
to be able to pursue all that is excellent
and good--to perceive and engage with
the wisdom and will of our Creator--all
things are possible. This potential is affirmed by our rich Hellenic heritage, as
expressed in so many facets of our history, culture, and language, an inheritance that demonstrates and lauds the
potential of the mind, the potential of
creativity, and the potential of life while
constantly challenging the boundaries
of human knowledge and ability. With
this beautiful heritage we see even more
the unlimited possibilities of our faith.
With paternal love in Christ,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

But those who drink of the water
that I will give them will never be thirsty.
( John 4:14 )
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs,
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and
Members of the Parish Councils of the
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and
Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
We are truly blessed to enter once
again this sacred and holy season of
Great Lent, a time of prayer and reflection, a time of fasting and abstinence, a
time of service, and a time of spiritual
renewal. We have begun this transformative journey to the Passion and Resurrection of our Lord over the past few
weeks from the beginning of the Triodion, starting with the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee. We have been led
through the services and observances of
the Church to contemplate all that separates us from God, to affirm our need for
His grace and love and forgiveness, and
to find hope in Him.
The Holy Scriptures and the hymns
of Great Lent exhort us to be sober,
contrite and vigilant in the care of our
hearts and minds and the spiritual needs
of our souls. This is a time to be more
mindful of the effects and deceptions of
evil in our lives, the power of temptation, and the consequences of sin. It is a
time to recognize the forces in our world
that seek to separate us from God. We
are called to guard ourselves against the
snares of sin and to look more intensely
to Christ, our fountain of life (cf. John
4:14).

In our vigilance we are also called to
observe a time of contemplation, a time
of stillness and quiet, filled with prayer,
always keeping Christ as our focus and
at the center of our lives. For Lent, we
seek to abstain from the hectic pace of
life and the demands of our contemporary world so that we can look inward
and draw closer to God. We dedicate
more time to be still, to pray, to pursue
the peace of God through our focus on
His presence and grace in our lives.
To know the presence of God and to
experience the power of grace, we must
watch and listen. His truth and wisdom
come to us in the stillness and quiet.
His will is revealed when our hearts and
minds are open, receptive, waiting. We
see and hear our Lord’s guidance when
we seek Him, even if it is not immediately apparent to us. Our strength and
our hope are renewed, and our hearts
are assured. Through our worship and
prayer, our fasting and reflection, and
through drawing near to God with contrite hearts, we are prepared to see His
mighty works and hear His voice. We
are ready for deeper communion with
Him as He blesses us with forgiveness
and grace.
The season of repentance is at hand.
“O you faithful, with joy let us enter
upon the beginning of the Fast. Let us
not be of sad countenance, but let us
wash our faces in the water of dispassion; and let us bless and exalt Christ
above all for ever.” (Hymn of Matins
– First Monday of Lent)
With paternal love in Him,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

Feast of Saint Photios

St. Photios National Shrine Day
Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses… let us run
with perseverance the race that is set before
us. (Hebrews 12:1)
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs,
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and
Members of the Parish Councils of
the Greek Orthodox Communities, the
Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon,
and Church Schools, the Philoptochos
Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic
Organizations, and the entire Greek
Orthodox Family in America
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
As we commemorate the Feast of
St. Photios the Confessor, Patriarch of
Constantinople, we offer our prayers
and support for our beloved St. Photios National Shrine in the year that
marks the 250th anniversary of the
arrival of the largest Greek colony to
America. In 1768 hundreds of Greek
immigrants arrived in New Smyrna
and St. Augustine, Fla., after an arduous journey by ship from their distant
homelands. Their hopes for a better

life were challenged by the conditions
and demands they met.
They were subjected to a harsh environment and poor accommodations.
Disease and sickness added to their misery, as many died within the first five
months after their arrival. The brave
survivors continued in the inhumane
conditions of their servitude for nine
years until those remaining revolted,
left New Smyrna and returned to St. Augustine. It was this group of our valiant
forbearers who met for worship and fellowship at the Avero House, where our
National Shrine is located today. It was
here that they were finally free to live,
flourish, and pursue the opportunities
and potential offered in their new home.
This story of struggle and tremendous challenges, of hope and faith, is
remembered and cherished on this day
when we also reflect on the life and witness of St. Photios. As a champion of
our faith, as an inspired theologian, and
as a spiritual leader, he faced threats, imprisonment, and persecution. However,
in the face of great trials and adversity,
to page 22
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Philoptochos
A Measure of Success
through Love and Kindness
by Despina Denne

How do you measure success?
There are likely many answers to that
question, but it is a given that success
implies the accomplishment of a purpose, the fulfillment of a mission, the
achievement of a goal. Success is the favorable result of an individual or group
effort, the measurement of which may
be internal or external. Whatever your
definition, to achieve success requires
commitment, dedication, perseverance,
often cooperation, sometimes courage,
and always inspiration.
As members of Philoptochos, what
inspires us to do what we do and drives
us to accomplish our mission? As our
National President, Maria Logus, so eloquently reminded us in her Christmas
message, it is Jesus Christ from whom
we receive our greatest inspiration
through his message of hope and love,
of kindness and grace. “From Christ’s
example comes our true and everlasting
inspiration for all we do, for the love we
show each other, for the respect for life
and dignity that is essential to the human condition, and for the desire to help
whenever a need arises, joyfully, generously and thankfully.”
We are also deeply inspired by the
legacy of our grandmothers and mothers, the ladies of our early church who
understood and embraced the concept
of service---to our Lord, to the Church,
and to all those in need---and were the
forerunners of what would become a
strong organization dedicated to the
principle of philanthropy. It was with
their faith, their vision, their hard work,
and their determination that Philoptochos was founded, and it is their example that continues to inspire us more
than 86 years later.
Our Philoptochos history is rich
with examples of our commitment and
“can do” spirit. We said, “yes, we can”
in 2012 when our then-president Aphrodite Skeadas led an enthusiastic charge
to secure a permanent home for our
National operations. The end result was

the purchase of our beautiful Center of
Philanthropy in Manhattan, which we
proudly own debt-free! We said, “yes,
we can” once again in 2015 when our
current president Maria Logus launched
the “Feed the Hungry” initiative and
challenged our chapters across the
country to feed 250,000 people within
18 months. Our response? An astounding 750,000 meals! That same determination has fueled us to an impressive list
of accomplishments through the years,
including disbursements totaling more
than $23 million dollars since 2002 for
ministries and special projects. [See Inset.]
So how does Philoptochos measure its success? However impressive
our “numbers” may be, at its core, our
true success is not measured by the statistics we report, but rather by the love
and kindness we extend, one person at
a time. It is reflected in the eyes of the
hungry man to whom we offer a wholesome meal; it is displayed in the face of
the joyful child who didn’t expect a toy
for Christmas; and it is felt in the handshake of the homeless veteran for whom
we provide a warm coat and a place to
rest.
On a daily basis, we engage our
minds, our hearts, and our hands to answer a need, wherever and whenever it
arises. That, simply put, is our philanthropic mission. With every baby hat
we knit, every meal we serve, every
emergency care package we send, every veteran we honor, every woman in
crisis we rescue, every mission or cause
we support, every sick child we aid, every homeless person we extend a hand
to, and every dollar we give to someone
who needs it, we are fulfilling that mission.
Above all, it is in always striving to
accomplish our purpose with integrity,
generosity, humility, grace, gratitude,
kindness, love and purity of heart that
we are truly successful.
That is the heart, the soul, and the
calling of Philoptochos, and it is the true
measure of our success.

A Winning Partnership:

A Hopeful Solution to Homelessness
On December 6, 2017, Philoptochos presented a $10,000 grant from the
Social Services Fund to “Homefull,”
an organization based in Dayton, Ohio
within the Metropolis of Detroit that
since 1988 has been offering a lifeline to
citizens who are homeless or in danger
of losing their homes. Part of a network
of services in Montgomery County designed to help people help themselves,
Homefull strives to end homelessness
by providing housing, services, advocacy and education.
Originally called “The Other Place”
(TOP), the organization was founded
to provide homeless people with another place to go after the night shelter
in town closed each morning. Today,
Homefull assists more than 600 people
daily, and instead of being just a shelter,
it now provides comprehensive services

designed to help people find and keep
jobs and homes.
Homefull’s fine work through
the years attracted the attention of the
Philoptochos chapter of Annunciation
Church in Dayton and inspired them to
provide continuing support. The chapter
has formed a partnership with Homefull, and supports the program monetarily, with hands-on assistance for various
projects, and with collections of clothing and household goods for Homefull’s
“donation room,” where clients who are
ready to move out of homelessness into
housing can go to select various household items to set up housekeeping.
Recognizing that homelessness is
directly related to human trafficking and
that job stability affects housing stability, National Philoptochos is pleased
to support Homefull’s job training and
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Ladies Philoptochos Society
---A Report Card
For more than 86 years, thousands of faithful members of Philoptochos have been dedicated to alleviating suffering in our country and
around the world, caring for the most
fragile members of our society. But
are you aware of the scope of our
philanthropy?
DID YOU KNOW?
• Philoptochos has disbursed over
$5 million since January 2015 to
its ministry commitments and special projects, and over $23.4 million
since 2002.
• Since its inception in 1989, over
$3.7 million has been raised by the
Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon
to benefit organizations and programs that care for children with
critical and life threatening illnesses.
• In 2005, in partnership with IOCC
and in cooperation with the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, Philoptochos
provided $35,000 toward the building of a Children’s Medical Clinic
in Waliso, Ethiopia to treat HIV and
AIDS-infected orphans.
• Wheelchair Projects: In 2007, Philoptochos delivered 280 wheelchairs
to the Republic of Georgia and 280
wheelchairs to Thessaloniki, Greece,
along with funds to provide vocational training to the recipients. Wheelchairs, additional mobility devices
and other durable medical equipment
were also provided to more than 200
children in Zimbabwe.
• Since the 2012 inception of the Aid
to Greece and Cyprus Fund, over
$800,000 has been disbursed to benefit victims of the severe economic
crisis in our homeland.
• Since 2012, $425,000 has been disbursed from the Emergency Fund to
benefit victims of hurricanes, floods,
peer mentoring program.
Supportive Services in Housing:
The key to Homefull’s success is their
commitment to providing a continuum
of care so that persons moving from
homelessness into housing receive the
short-term and ongoing support they
need in order to achieve housing stability. Homefull wants to ensure that those
who move out of the shelter system will
be successful in obtaining permanent
housing and will not need to return to
the shelter in the future. Once housed in
the community, Homefull “clients” may
meet with follow-up case managers who
provide assistance in basic living skills,
budgeting, parenting, mental health
counseling and other issues in order to
maintain stable housing.
Prevention Services: Homefull assists low-income residents who are at
risk of becoming homeless with flexible financial assistance and case management. Prevention services include
eviction prevention, rent assistance,
mediation for landlord disputes, linkage
to legal services and referrals to community programs.
Behavioral Health Services: Homefull provides compassionate, therapeu-

earthquakes and other natural disasters in the U.S. and around the world.
• Over $113,000 was disbursed just
in the last quarter of 2017 for emergency hurricane relief to the people
of Houston, Florida, and Puerto Rico.
• $100,000 has been disbursed in recent years to IOCC for podoconiosis,
a disease that causes swelling of the
lower extremities, leading to gross
disfigurement and disability. These
funds have been responsible for eradicating the disease in 15 of 16 districts in Ethiopia, and our work will
now expand to additional districts.
• From January 2015 through July
2016, over 750,000 meals were
provided for the needy and homeless through the Feed the Hungry
program. As a result of this success,
Philoptochos was honored with the
inaugural Hunger Hero Award in the
Outstanding Faith-Based Organization category from the Feeding Children Everywhere organization.
• In 2017, the Social Services Department assisted 140 individuals/
families located throughout the metropolises with financial assistance
totaling over $133,600. This is in
addition to support provided through
the metropolises and local chapters.
• Over $400,000 is raised annually
through chapter fundraising to support the children and facilities at
Saint Basil Academy.
• Twenty-two $1,600 scholarships
totaling $35,200 were awarded to financially challenged students attending HCHC this past November.
National Philoptochos takes seriously its obligation to its dedicated
and generous stewards and disburses
restricted funds only for the purposes
for which the funds were intended.
tic services to help clients reclaim their
lives and achieve recovery. Their case
management services emphasize restoring functioning that has been diminished by mental illness through finding
and maintaining housing, gaining employment, learning to manage symptoms, and care coordination with other
providers.
Job Opportunities: Through their
Solutions program, Homefull offers the
community a variety of services while
providing their clients with job opportunities. Clients learn how to provide
services such as lawn care and maintenance, home maintenance including
cleaning, painting, basic plumbing and
electrical and other home repair needs.
Homefull also operates its own MicroFarm at the men’s emergency shelter, which provides produce for under
served areas as well as jobs for shelter
residents.
In the true spirit of Philoptochos,
Homefull is an excellent example of caring for those among us who are the most
fragile and whose need is the greatest.
From homeless to Homefull, from hopeless to hopeful---this is the true essence
of making a difference!
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Assembly of Bishops

Archdiocese News

A Parish Life Study of Orthodox Christian
Churches in 21st Century America

Archdiocese to Participate in
Initiative to End Racism

The report “Orthodox Christian
Churches in 21st Century America: a
Parish Life Study” has been released by
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the USA.
The report provides a comprehensive picture of today’s lives of American Orthodox parishes, including such
aspects as membership, worship, programs, religious education, youth, usage
of electronic technologies, and much
more.
Of particular interest are subjects
that have never been examined previously, such as:
-The Vision of Parish Clergy for
Orthodox Church Unity in America

Change of Address
To submit a change of address:
Contact Soula Podaras
at 212.774.0235
e-mail: spodaras@goarch.org
fax: 212.774.0239.
Or regular mail to:
Orthodox Observer,
8 E. 79th St.,
New York, NY 10075-0192
Be sure to include old address,
new address and name of parish.

-Similarities and differences between American Orthodox parishes and
Protestant congregations
-The Use of Electronic Technologies in U.S. Orthodox Parishes
580 Orthodox parishes (about 30
percent of all U.S. Orthodox parishes)
participated in this unique study. Five
Orthodox jurisdictions had a significant number of participating parishes:
the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese, the Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese, the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, the Orthodox Church
in America, and the Serbian Orthodox
Church. The study report discusses the
similarities and differences among the
parishes of these five jurisdictions.
The study “Orthodox Christian
Churches in 21st Century America” was
part of a much larger national study of
American religious congregations titled
“Faith Communities Today” (FACT).
One chapter of the report provides a
glimpse into what are the most remarkable differences between Orthodox
Christian parishes and the Mainline and
Evangelical Protestant congregations.
The report was prepared by Alexei
Krindatch, the Assembly’s Research
Coordinator.
Read this announcement online at: www.assemblyofbishops.org/
news/2018/study-orthodox-christianchurches-21st-century

JEWELRY
ΕΜΠΝΕΥΣΗ • ΤΕΧΝΗ • ΠΡΩΤΟΤΥΠΙΑ

“the one and only jewelry store in the USA
that designs and manufactures christening crosses”
Chris Rizos

Please visit our website

www.rizosjewelry.com

and check our wonderful collection
WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE THE GREEK AMERICAN
COMMUNITY ACROSS THE COUNTRY SINCE 1972

36-05 162 Street, Flushing, NY 11358
tel.: 718.445.7272 • fax: 718.445.5133

NEW YORK – The Archdiocese
will participate in an ecumenical initiative to end racism beginning with
the public gathering of the 38-member
communions of the National Council of
Churches of Christ in the USA (NCC)
and all people of good will to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s
assassination.
The evening of April 3, religious
and civic leaders will join the faithful
and take part in the Orthodox Christian
service of Holy Tuesday at St. Sophia
Cathedral in Washington, hosted by
Archbishop Demetrios.
The hymnology will reflect upon
the importance of repentance and reconciliation, central components to any pro-

cess to end racism. A public rally is also
planned on the National Mall on April
4 and is expected to draw hundreds of
thousands of people from across the
country.
For more information about the
events in April, visit: http://nationalcouncilofchurches.us/actnow/
For more information about the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese’s history and involvement in the civil rights
movement, visit:civilrights.goarch.org
For the response of the Assembly
of Orthodox Bishops of the USA to
the racist violence in Charlottesville,
VA, visit:http://assemblyofbishops.org/
news/2017/response-to-racist-violencecharlottesville-va

By Theo Nikolakis

appears to be known; attempt to verify
web addresses independently (e.g., contact the Archdiocesan helpdesk or search
the Internet for the main website of the
organization or topic mentioned in the
email). Exercise caution when opening
email attachments. Be particularly wary
of compressed or ZIP file attachments.
As a best practice, NEVER open a .zip
attachment from an email.
For general best practices on patching and phishing, users should:
Ensure that your applications and
operating system has been patched with
the latest updates. Vulnerable applications and operating systems are the target of most attacks.
Be suspicious of unsolicited phone
calls, visits, or email messages from
individuals asking about employees
or other internal information. If an unknown individual claims to be from a
legitimate organization, try to verify his
or her identity directly with the company. Avoid revealing personal or financial information in email, and do not
respond to email solicitations for this information. This includes following links
sent in email.
Be cautious about sending sensitive information over the Internet before
checking a website’s security.
Pay attention to the URL (address)
of a website. Malicious websites may
look identical to a legitimate site, but the
URL may use a variation in spelling or
a different domain (e.g., .com vs. .net).
This is one of the most common ways
used to trap people.
If you are unsure whether an email
request is legitimate, try to verify it by
contacting the company directly. Do
not use contact information provided
on a website connected to the request;
instead, check previous statements for
contact information.
Install and maintain anti-virus software, firewalls, and email filters to reduce some of this traffic.
Tips to protect against Phishing /
Targeted Phishing /Whaling attacks
One of the most common Phishing
attacks on the rise is the “whaling” attack.
For many readers the term “whaling” may be new.
A Whaling attack is a kind of phish

Staying Alert to Computer Threats

Everyone should assume that every
e-mail you open is possibly malicious;
and that the e-mail might have the potential to compromise the security of
your personal information. Computer
users should be on-guard constantly.
To further emphasize the point, all
of us may be the target of state-sponsored efforts to compromise the integrity of our systems. Given some recent incidents, we should not be naive enough
to think otherwise.
Just because something looks real
doesn’t mean it is real. You should always refrain from clicking on links and
submitting a help desk ticket for anything that you have a question about or
that doesn’t seem quite right.
The number one way that hackers
and thieves get into organizations and
individual computers is not through security vulnerabilities in systems. Rather,
they gain access by tricking people.
What is Ransomware?
Ransomware is a type of malicious
software (a virus if you will) that infects
and restricts access to a computer until
a ransom is paid. Although there are
other methods of delivery, ransomware
is frequently delivered through phishing emails and exploits unpatched vulnerabilities in software.
What are Phishing Emails?
Phishing emails are crafted to appear as though they have been sent from
a legitimate organization or known
individual. These emails often entice
users to click on a link or open an attachment containing malicious code.
After the code is run, your computer
may become infected with malware.
Best Practices to Protect Yourselves
The suggestions below pertain to our
work environments and also to your
home computers—which are also vulnerable to ransomware attacks:
Perform frequent backups of system and important files and verify those
backups regularly. If ransomware affects your system, you can restore your
system to its previous state with any
files unaffected by ransomware.
The safest practice is to store backups on a separate device that cannot be
accessed from a network.
Be careful when clicking directly
on links in emails, even if the sender

to page 20
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Archdiocese News

OCMC Seeks Volunteers for 2018
as Last Year’s Team Returns

New Psaltic
Collection
in Byzantine
Chant Style
The Archdiocesan School of Byzantine Music has announced the release
of The Musical Ark, a collection of English language psaltic compositions by
cantor and composer Nicholas Roumas.
This book contains a collection of
new and original musical settings of
hymns for the Divine Liturgy and other
services in the style of classical Byzantine Chant, entirely in English by Roumas. Scores are written in Byzantine
notation.
This book includes complete settings of all hymns of the fixed portions
of the Sunday Divine Liturgy, including
the Anaphora of St. Basil, as well as a
selection of important material from
Vespers, Orthros, the Divine Liturgy of
the Presanctified Gifts, the services of
Holy Week, and other material.
Among this book’s most important
contributions are a complete set of Eothina Doxastika, a series of Doxologies,
and a series of Cherubic Hymns in all
eight modes. A brief introduction discusses some of the challenges facing
composers of liturgical texts and melodies in English. An invaluable resource

for the parish psaltis as well as for teachers of Byzantine Music.
About the composer
Nicholas Roumas is a cantor of the
Orthodox Church from Massachusetts
where he began adapting the hymns
of the Church into English to meet the
needs of congregants.
He received his certificate in Byzantine Music from Holy Cross School
of Theology. He is currently pursuing
doctoral studies in theology at Marquette University.
To order a copy visit: www.asbm.
goarch.org

Updated Archdiocesan
Regulations Posted Online
In anticipation of the work of the
2018 Clergy Laity Congress, Archbishop Demetrios has announced the on-line
publication of updated Archdiocesan
Regulations, dated December 2017.
This version includes the amendments
passed by previous Clergy Laity Congresses, all of which were subsequently
ratified by the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
The most recent amendments to the
Regulations are intended by the Church
to promote transparency and high standards of conduct and ethics with respect
to Archdiocesan administrative and financial activities and practices.
Notably, the Regulations now contain specific language that incorporates
into the Regulations the Archdiocese’s
youth protection policies.
Further, the Regulations now incorporate the previously adopted Conflict
of Interest Policy for individuals working for, or who are otherwise engaged in
services on behalf of, the Archdiocese,
the metropolises and the parishes.
An annual certification by all such

OCMC

individuals will be re-quired, and the
forms for such certifications are included.
The Regulations now also include
the previously adopted Archdiocese
Whistle Blower Policy, which aims to
protect from retribution employees reporting misconduct or malfeasance by
their superiors or fellow employees.
A collaborative, comprehensive
process for determining what constitutes a non-viable parish and how its assets are to be handled also is included.
The Faithful and, particularly, Parish Council members and Parish leaders, are asked to review the updated
Regulations. Parishes and Metropolises wishing to propose changes at this
year’s Clergy Laity Congress in Boston are particularly urged to review the
Regulations and to follow the process
outlined in them with respect to amendments.
The December 2017 Archdiocese
Regulations are available on the Archdiocese website, www.goarch.org.

Subscribe online

Recognizing that many people now receive their information online, and in our
continuing efforts to make news more easily accesible, you may opt-in to receive the
Orthodox Observer online edition. When subscribing you will receive your newspaper
by email only. To opt-in send an email to: observeronline@goarch.org. Include your
name, as it appears, along with the five or six digit number below the word DIGIT on
your label. Allow 3-4 months for the change.

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - The last
team of 2017 has returned after teaching
teens at St. Clement Orthodox School,
located near the Makarios III Patriarchal
Seminary in Nairobi, through a multiday youth mentorship program where
they taught life skills and shared the Orthodox Christian Faith.
The team helped broaden a sense
of self-awareness and self-confidence,
cultivate an appreciation for education,
equip teens and youth with life skills beyond academics, and impart a positive
approach and attitude to life through
crafts, activities, and discussions.
OCMC Mission Teams Director
Andrew Lekos led the group. Of the experience he reflects, “Our Lord calls us
to become His disciples by participating
in making disciples. Our team goal was
to offer a witness of our Holy Orthodox
Faith in action. We ask team members
to be servants and learners. Mission accomplished! The work, worship, and
witness allowed us to learn and serve.”
2017 was an amazing year for
OCMC Mission Teams that saw 146
team members serve in eight countries
around the world. Highlights included:
• 18 Team projects with 146 Team
members (including 42 past members),
supporting 6 OCMC missionaries
• Members representing 10 different jurisdictions, 28 US states, as well as
Canada
• Ages ranging 12 to 74 years
young, with 16 family units serving 10
hierarchs in over 25 communities
• Teaching over 1,085 adults (including seminarians, clergy, clergy

wives, teachers, and lay leaders)
• Ministering to over 1,290 youth,
young adults, and their leaders
• Caring for 640 patients, while
working alongside local doctors, nurses,
and health workers
• Using nearly $109,000 in Team
grants for medicines, orphanages, retreats, camps, seminars, conferences,
clergy, leaders, seminarians (33), and
projects
• Raising awareness with 780 supporters, including over 385 new donors
• Offering numerous witness opportunities of the Faith in action
This year will be full of even more
milestones as the Mission Center responds to a call for more than 140 shortterm team members in 2018. For the
first time ever, OCMC will be partnering with Project Mexico to send Orthodox Christians to help build homes for
people in need while gaining a deeper
understanding of the missionary ethos
of the Church. The Mission Center will
also be partnering with sister agency
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)
to send college students to Albania for
Real Break. And, we are excited to share
that an OCMC team will be serving in
Jamaica for the first time. More than 22
teams that will be serving in nine countries need volunteers just like you in the
coming year. Please prayerfully consider joining one of these teams. Your
life will be changed as you work to help
transform the lives of others.
For more information or to apply,
visit https://www.ocmc.org/about/open_
teams.aspx

Choir Notes

Center of Family Care photo

Choir Federation Conference
ORANGE, Conn. - The Direct
Archdiocesan District Federation of
Greek Orthodox Church Musicians recently held its 33rd annual Church Music Conference at St. Barbara Church.
Church musicians from 13 parishes
participated in the conference, along
with 12 Byzantine Youth Choir members from Archangel Michael Church in
Port Washington, N.Y.
Our Federation was also very
pleased and honored to have Maria
Keritsis, chairman of the National Forum of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians, participate again this year, along
with church musicians from the Boston
and New Jersey metropolises.
Under the direction of guest conductor Constantine (Dean) Limberakis, the choir sang the beautiful Divine
Liturgy composed by Mr. Limberakis.
Petros Hatjopoulos, choir director at
the Church of Our Saviour in Rye, NY,
accompanied them. Conference highlights included a Church Music Institute
presented over two days by Renee Skrevanos Root, a Friday evening dinner
social, Dean Limberakis’ keynote address, and a spectacular Saturday evening dinner dance of delicious dining
and lively Greek singing and dancing.
The Federation’s spiritual advisor

V. Rev. Archimandrite Fr. Chrysostomos Gilbert and St. Barbara’s parish
priest Fr. Peter Orfanakos celebrated the
Divine Liturgy on Conference Sunday.
Federation President Anna Dounelis, Fr.
Chrysostomos and Fr. Peter presented
Federation awards to several individuals including guest conductor, the CMI
presenter, and conference organist.
Federation Years of Dedicated
Choir and Chanter Service Certificates
were presented to church musicians
from St. Barbara Church, the Church
of Our Saviour, and Archangel Michael
Church, and each of the Archangel Michael Youth Choir members received a
St. Romanos Pin in recognition of their
participation.
St. Barbara’s Choir Director Stacey Schinas Grimaldi was awarded the
Federation’s prestigious Choir member
of the Year Medal and Certificate for
2016-17.
Maria Keritsis presented the Patriarch Athenagoras I Medallion, a
National Award in Recognition of Distinguished Metropolis Service, to Jane
Hadjimichael of St. Barbara Church
and to Peggy Stilianos-Foy of Assumption Church in Port Jefferson.
Submitted by Anna Dounelis

10

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2018

Stewardship
The Outreach Ministry of Coffee Hour
Fr Jim Kordaris

You may not realize it, but coffee
hour is a ministry. It’s an extension of
liturgy that goes back to the earliest days
of the Church when the faithful would
gather following the Eucharist for fellowship and to share a meal.
Outreach in the parish is not difficult. There is no silver bullet – no magic
pill. It is a thousand little things we do
that send a message of welcome to those
that enter our doors.
Is your church friendly? It may not
be as friendly as you think. We often
hear the story of the person that visited
a “friendly” parish only to find that the
parishioners are only friendly to each
other. Standing in the fellowship hall,
coffee cup in hand, visitors are often ignored, left to feel invisible.
We look forward to fellowship after
worship. It’s our social time – a time to
see friends and catch up with their news
and to make plans for the week ahead.
But we may need to re-think our parish
welcome efforts when it comes to coffee hour.
Parishioners should be encouraged
to speak to someone new during fellowship, welcoming the stranger and
including them in conversation.
Our welcome efforts actually begin
the moment people walk through our
doors or even when they drive into our
parking lot. Visitors decide within five
to ten minutes of their arrival whether
they will come back. Our welcome efforts may be our most important ministry.
Greeters need to welcome visitors –
whether outside the door or as they enter
the church. A sincere smile, handshake
and greeting are what we offer as we
place the Sunday bulletin in their hand.
The bulletin should offer a welcome and
an invitation to fellowship following liturgy. This welcome and invitation could
be offered again during the announcements by the priest.
The greeters’ ministry continues as
they welcome, guide and accompany
guests into coffee hour, making introductions. For both the first-time visitor
and the person returning after a long absence, entering a fellowship hall filled
with people we don’t know or haven’t
seen for a long time is difficult. Greeters
can say, “Let me take you in to coffee
hour. We’ll get a cup of coffee. I’ll introduce you to a few people.” This sounds
like nothing, but it makes the coffee
hour a ministry. It makes entering that
room much less intimidating.
Remember – People are not looking

for a friendly church. They are looking
to make friends at church. When our
people meet at church and get together
outside of church, we have begun to create a community of friends. In a healthy
fellowship ministry, people are making Orthodox Christian friends that are
changing their lives.
As with any parish ministry, a hospitality ministry requires leadership and
guidance. As parish leaders, we are responsible for how we get along with
parishioners as well has how they get
along with each other.
Parish leaders find out about the
people they lead. They make introductions and help them to find their place,
both socially and in service to the community.
This ministry is not without pitfalls.
There can be no “turf.” No one person
one makes the coffee or controls the
coffee hour every week. If one person
“owns” the ministry, it can become
stale. Leaders are stewards of their position, always asking, “Who can I get involved?” If possible, create a hospitality
team or several teams. Make it a group
effort as much as possible. Make it clear
that it’s a ministry. Communicate that
“Your help is welcome here.”
Give some thought to what you offer your guests. You are sending a message that “we are glad you’re here.”
Preparing for coffee hour should not
become a competition sport, but what
you put out for guests sends a message.
Consider them as guests in your spiritual home.
One New Testament Professor
liked to tell his students that in the New
Testament, bread is never just bread. We
can also say that in the parish, coffee is
never just coffee. It is so much more.
Many Orthodox Christians come
from Southern European or Middle
Eastern backgrounds where food equals
hospitality. Putting food and drink in
a visitor’s hands is how we say “Welcome!” When you’ve shared coffee or
food, you’ve begun to form a friendship.
We become the Body of Christ in
the Divine Liturgy as we are connected
through His Body and Blood. We continue to be the body of Christ when we
gather in His name. The Holy Spirit is
present if we truly see fellowship as a
ministry.
Fr Jim Kordaris serves the Archdiocese as director of Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism and as pastor of St
George Church in New York. To hear a
podcast with Fr Jim on this topic, visit:
www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts/goforth/coffee_hour_fr._james_kordaris

2018 YEARBOOK

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Includes general information, Metropolis & Parish
listings, Archdiocese Departmental and Institutions
information and other valuable resources.
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ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗ ΟΡΘΟ

ΔΟΞΟΣ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟ

ΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ

Only $18 + $6 S&H

Call 212.774.0244 to purchase your copy with a credit card
or send a check to Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
Dept. of Communications, 8 East 79 Street, NY, NY 10075
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Archdiocese News
St. John Chrysostom Festival
Season Underway; Finals in June
By Angeliki Constantine

For 35 years, the St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival has been a
ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Department of Religious Education. Nearly one half of the parishes
in the Archdiocese hold an Oratorical
Festival for their youth.
The Metropolis of Chicago and
the Parish of St. John the Baptist, Des
Plaines, IL will host the 35th National Oratorical Festival on June 8-10,
2018.
The Oratorical Festival is a program designed for teenagers between
seventh and twelfth grade. This ministry provides Orthodox teenagers
with an opportunity to research, learn,
write, and speak about their Orthodox
Christian Faith.
The Oratorical Festival Program
begins at the parish level and is divided into two divisions:
Junior Division for students in
grades 7–9
Senior Division for student in
grades 10–12
The participants research and
write speeches based on topics, which
are produced yearly by the Department of Religious Education, that can
include, Church history, Scripture,
ethical topics, etc. The Junior Division
speeches are 3-4 minutes long and the
Senior Division speeches are 4-5 minutes long. Each speaker is judged by a
panel of judges on a rubric that equally
judges both their delivery and content.
The top speakers in the Junior and
Senior Divisions at parish festivals advance to a District Festival. Two finalists in each district division represent
the District at the Metropolis Festival.
The top speaker in each Metropolis
Festival is then selected to participate
in the Archdiocese Oratorical Festival,
also known as the National Oratorical
Festival. A different Metropolis each
year hosts the National Festival.
All eighteen finalists and their
families are welcomed by the host
Metropolis and parish at the Archdiocese Oratorical Festival and participate in a weekend full of sight-seeing
and speeches. The participants are
given an opportunity to meet and connect with like-minded Orthodox teens
from all over the country, and to grow
in their faith together. The highlight of
the weekend is the Festival itself when
the participants deliver their speeches
before an audience including Archbishop Demetrios and the local Metropolitan. The top speakers receive
college scholarships as prizes.
SCHOLARSHIPS
The St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Scholarship Fund: This
fund provides college scholarships to
the top speakers of the National Oratorical Festival. Currently on this level, the top three speakers of each division receive college scholarships of
$2,000, $1,500 and $1,000. In 2017,
each Honorable Mention speaker was
also awarded $500.

FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism Awards: Each
National Oratorical Festival finalist receives an additional scholarship award
from FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism as part of its
grant to the Archdiocese. FAITH has
made these awards to Oratorical Festival Finalists since 2007.
The Chrysostom Scholarship for
Hellenic College: Each Senior and
Junior division First, Second, and
Third place finalist at the Parish, District, Metropolis, and National levels
of competition is eligible to receive a
Chrysostom Scholarship upon acceptance to Hellenic College. This scholarship provides awards ranging from
$2,500 up to $30,000 per year for four
years. Information about these awards
can be found on the Oratorical Website and from Hellenic College.

The Oratorical Festival Topics:

Junior Division (Grades 7–9)
In John 15:13–15, Jesus teaches
about friendship to His disciples. Discuss the importance of friendship in
your life.
Choose a parable from the Gospel
of Luke and discuss how it speaks to
our contemporary life.
Talk about a time and circumstance when you were in awe and
wonder – where you sensed the majesty of God.
Discuss how prayer, fasting, serving others, or study of Orthodoxy assists you with your relationship with
Christ and the Church.
In Mark 2:1–12, four men remove
a roof in order to bring a paralytic to
Jesus to be healed. How inventive
are we in bringing people to Jesus for
healing?
Senior Division (Grades 10–12)
People often say, “It felt right” in
order to explain their decisions. How
many of our decisions factor in not
only our feelings but also the will and
commandments of God?
Christ’s disciples made the commitment to follow Him without knowing what the outcome might be. What
does it mean to follow Christ today?
How can we have religious conversations on social media in an age
of trolling?
Christ said, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear” (Mark 4:9). The
Lord said this with reference to the
way we hear the word of God. What is
our response?
Our lives are saturated with violence, not only in terms of the proliferation of war and terrorism but even
as entertainment through movies and
video games.
In such an environment, how can
a Christian cultivate virtues that lead
to empathy, peacemaking, and selfsacrifice?
More information and to download the Oratorical Festival Manual,
visit: www.goarch.org/oratorical
Angeliki Constantine is project coordinetor for the Department of Religious Education.
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2017: the Year in Review

JANUARY
Leadership 100 gives $250,000
for repairs to Ionian Village for damage sustained by a tornado in September.
Jan. 13-16 – The Metropolis of
Denver GOYA Basketball Tournament
draws 670 participants comprising 51
teams.
Jan. 14-15 – The Metropolis of
New Jersey holds its 25th annual Hellenic Dance Festival.
-The Metropolis of Atlanta holds
its 15th annual Hellenic Dance Festival.
Jan. 20 - Archbishop Demetrios
attends the inauguration of President
Donald J. Trump and participated in
events associated with the occasion,
among them the presentation of the
Medal of St. Paul to key Greek Orthodox members of the new president’s
staff including Chief of Staff Reince
Priebus and George Gigicos, and the
inaugural Prayer Service at St. John’s
Episcopal Church at Lafayette Square,
attended by the President and Vice
President Mike Pence.
Jan. 23 – Youth ministry and
camping ministry representatives from
every metropolis hold three days of
meetings at Archdiocese headquarters
to discuss youth protection and abuse
prevention certification.
-National Philoptochos launches a
campaign on critical issues influencing young people, including technology addiction, body image and selfesteem, and human trafficking.

-Holy Apostles parish in Loudon
County, Va., announces plans to build
a church following completion of a
“Phase One” study.
-Annunciation Church on Manhattan’s West Side celebrates its 125th
year and receives a “Sacred Sites
Challenge” grant from the New York
Landmarks Conservancy to fund a
new church door, stained glass windows and masonry restoration.
Jan. 26-27 - The Center for Family
Care hosts a meeting at St. Nicholas
Cathedral in Tarpon Springs, Fla., to
develop its Clergy Couple Care Ministry
Jan. 28-29 – Assumption Cathedral in Denver hosts an Archon Symposium.
FEBRUARY-MARCH
Feb. 4-6 – St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine marks its 35th
anniversary
Feb. 6-7 – The Ecumenical Patriarchate and Church of England cosponsor a Forum on Modern Slavery
which brought together distinguished
scholars, practitioners and policymakers from around the world.
-The Archdiocese Department of
Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations invites recent graduate
and post-graduate students to apply
for fellowships at the United Nations
to bring together Orthodox Christians
to empower them as future professionals, diplomats, policymakers and advocates.

ABC News-Live Stream

- The National Philoptochos donates $20,000 for restoration of Ionian
Village.
Feb. 8 – The Executive Committee of the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund approves
$2.6 million in grants for projects and
initiatives of several departments of
the Archdiocese.
-The Ypapanti Philoptochos Chapter of Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta raises $11,500 for humanitarian
relief to Greece and Cyprus, led by
Vickie Scaljon and Elaine F. Carlos.
Feb- 16-17 – The Metropolis of
San Francisco holds its 41st annual
Folk Dance Festival in San Diego attended by more than 4,000, 2,500 of
which were active dance group participants.
March 4 – Holy Trinity parish in
Westfield, N.J., holds its 46th annual
Sights and Sounds Festival.
March 19 – Patriarch Theophilos
III of Jerusalem awards the Cross of
the Order of the Holy Sepulchre to
Fr. Alexander Karloutsos, assistant to
Archbishop Demetrios.
March 24 – The White House hosts
a celebration of Greek Independence
attended by Archbishop Demetrios,
who also met privately with President
Donald Trump and Vice President
Mike Pence.
APRIL
April 3 – Fr. Soterios Baroody is
appointed chief financial officer of the
Archdiocese.
-Nikki Soteropoulos Margarites is
named director of development for the
newly created Archdiocese Office of
Development.
-The National Philoptochos announces that its philanthropic donations for 2016 totaled $2,057,600.
-The Lilly Endowment awards a
$1 million grant to the Archdiocese.
-The Metropolis of Chicago coproduces a documentary on the Syrian
genocide.
--The Philoptochos Chapter of Annunciation Cathedral in Houston raises
$47,000 for Saint Basil Academy.
April 26-27 – The Metropolis of
San Francisco holds its annual ClergyLaity Assembly attended by more than
150 clergy and laypersons.
April 30-May 1 – The Order of
St. Andrew the Apostle holds its 14th
annual National Archon Retreat at Kimisis tis Theotokou Church in Southampton, N.Y.
MAY
May 4 – Archbishop Demetrios attends the 66th National Day of Prayer
Commemoration at the White House.

May 4-5 – The Archdiocesan
Council holds is spring meeting in
Chicago.
-HCHC launches the “Telos Project,” a new initiative exploring the
spiritual and religious lives of young
adults ages 23-29.
May 13-14 – All Saints Church in
Weirton, W.Va., celebrates its centennial.
May 20 – HCHC graduates 52 students at its 75th commencement.
May 26-28 – The Chicago and
New Jersey metropolises and the Direct Archdiocesan District hold their
annual youth Olympics.
JUNE-JULY-AUGUST
This issue of Orthodox Observer
appeared only online at the Archdiocese website, (www.goarch.org) because of bugdet constraints.
Coverage highlights included the
following:
June 9-11 – The Metropolis of
Boston and Annunciation parish in
Woburn host the 34th annual National
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.
June 11 - The Metropolis of Boston honors 47 individuals from its
New England parishes for exemplary
service.
June 17 – Saint Basil Academy
holds its 70th graduation ceremony.
June 23 – The National Philoptochos receives the inaugural Hunger
Hero Award in the Outstanding Faithbased organization category for its
Feed the Hungry program.
July 3 – The National Philoptochos
announces financial assistance totaling
$115,000 to Greece and Cyprus.
-Fr. Makarios Niakaros, pastor of
Holy Apostles Church in Haverhill,
Mass., published his doctoral thesis,
the first book on the ministry of Archbishop Michael from 1948-58.
July 28 – Carl Hollister of Mason,
Ohio, wins election as Supreme President of AHEPA at the organization’s
95th annual Supreme Convention in
Orlando, Fla.
Aug. 11-12 – St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in Des
Plaines, Ill., hosts the fourth annual

GOA/D.Panagos photo
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National Conference on Orthodox
Christian Schools.
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER
Page 1 of the September issue
discusses the financial crisis facing
the Archdiocese and steps that have
been taken to find a resolution. This
has included the naming of Fr. Soterios Baroody as the new chief financial
officer, the resignation of Executive
Director of Administration Jerry Dimitriou, a 25-percent reduction in Archdiocese staff consisting the layoffs of
32 employees, a new Archdiocesan
Council Finance Committee chairman, to be named; and an independent
forensic audit to be conducted for St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and
National Shrine. The actions included
changing the frequency of publication
of the Orthodox Observer to every two
months.
Sept. 13-14 – HCHC begins its
new academic year, which included
the ceremony of Stavroforia – the presentation of the cross of the School to
each second-year seminarian, and Rassoforia, the presentation of the rassa to
each senior seminarian.
Sept. 14 – Archbishop Demetrios receives the first Orthodox books
printed in Braille – My Orthodox
Prayer Book, The Divine Liturgy of
St. John Chrysostom and Speaking to
God.
-Throughout the month of September, International Orthodox Christian Charities and countless parish
volunteers assisted hurricane victims
in Texas and Florida to recover from
the disasters the storms inflicted.
-Early October – Fires in Northern
and Southern California threatened
many Orthodox Christian parishes in
those regions.
-Leadership 100 Chairman George
S. Tsandikos and the endowment
fund’s executive committee approved
$100,000 in emergency assistance to
IOCC for Hurricane Harvey relief,
following an appeal from Archbishop
Demetrios.
Sept. 16-17 –St. Sophia Church
in Syracuse, N.Y., celebrates its 100th
anniversary.
Oct. 11-15 The 100th anniversary of St. Spyridon Church in Palos
Heights, Ill., includes the display of
the holy relic of the right hand of St.
Spyridon, brought from the island of
Kerkyra by a delegation from Greece.
Oct. 14-15 – Sts. Constantine and
Helen Church, Cambrigde, Mass.,
marks its 100th anniversary.
Oct. 19-20 – The financial dilemma of the Archdiocese dominated the
agenda of the Archdiocesan Council’s
fall meetings. It also was officially announced that Boston would be the site
of the next Clergy-Laity Congress, to
be held the first week in July, 2018.
Oct. 21 – Archons at their annual
Patriarch Athenagoras Humanitarian
Award Banquet honor humanitarians
from Lesbos who played key roles in
rescuing many refugees fleeing the
civil war and persecution in Syria.
-Archons bestow their Nicholas J.
Bouras Award for Extraordinary Archon Stewardship to John A. Catsimatidis.
Oct. 22 – Archons induct 24 new
members at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan
Cathedral.
Oct. 29 – St. Demetrios Church in
Perth Amboy, N.J., marks its centennial.
NOVEMBER-DECEMBER
Nov. 10 – The National Philoptochos approves the disbursement

of $515,697 to various humanitarian
services on behalf of its 400 chapters
throughout the Archdiocese.
-Archbishop Demetrios announces the appointment of an Archdiocesan
Council Standing Audit Committee.
-Chicago Metropolis Choirs observe their 60th anniversary at their
conference at St. Spyridon Church in
Palos Heights, Ill.
Nov. 11 – The National Philoptochos Biennial Children’s Medical Fund
Luncheon takes place in Garfield, N.J.,
where the organization disbursed more
than $250,000 to 15 deserving health
care organizations in the Metropolis of
New Jersey.
-Annunciation Cathedral in Chicago celebrates its 100th anniversary
in November.
Dec. 4-6 – The Order of St. Andrew-Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate hold their third Conference
on Religious Freedom, in Washington.
The program centered on the persecution of Christians in the Middle East.
Dec. 31 - St. George Church in
Shreveport, La., concludes a year-long
observance of its centennial.

Passings
JANUARY
Rev. Dr. Demetrios J. Constantelos – renowned Orthodox scholar,
college professor, prolific author and
parish priest, Jan. 10 at age 89.
Fr. John A. Mangos, MD – assistant priest at St. Sophia Church, San
Antonio and chairman of pediatrics at
the University of Texas Health Science
Center in San Antonio, Dec. 25, 2016,
at age 84.
Fr. Dionisios Marketos, a retired
priest, Nov. 20, 2016 at age 93. He
served the parishes of Transfiguration
in Mattituck, N.Y., and Evangelismos
in Jersey City, N.J.
Theodore Anastasopulos, an Archon and a founder of Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral in Honolulu,
Dec. 10 at age 84.
FEBRUARY-MARCH
Very Rev. A. Photius Pentikis –
a retired priest who served many parishes in the western U.S., Jan. 25. He
was 94.
Demetrios Haseotes – a member of Leadership 100 and supporter
of Assumption Church in Pawtucket,
R.I., Jan. 31 at age 88.
George Kostas, a longtime HCHC
trustee and supporter of philanthropic
causes, Dec. 16, 2016 at age 97.
APRIL
Christine S. Karavites - a trustee
of the National Philoptochos, Saint
Basil Academy and HCHC, March 19.
She was 77.
Fr. Constantine Raptis - a priest
for more than 64 years and who served
parishes in New York, California and
elsewhere, March 31. He was 90.
Fr. George Massouras - the first
priest to be ordained by newly arrived
Archbishop Iakovos in 1959, March
25 at age 83.
MAY
Metropolitan Philotheos of Meloa and Exarch of Isavria - served
the Church 67 years, 57 of those at
Archdiocese headquarters, May 10, at
age 93.
JUNE-JULY-AUG
Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago, who served the Church nearly 50
years, June 2 at age 89.
Charles Masterpolis - an Archon
and benefactor of HCHC and St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine,
July 17 at age 96.
Fr. Fred Fotion – a retired priest
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who had served parishes in various
parts of the country, July 9 at age 89.
Louis Anderson – an Archon
and founding member of Holy Trinity Church in Westfield, N.J., June 3 at
age 87.SEPT-OCT
Fr. James Condos – a priest more
than 40 years, served parishes in Argentina, Panama and Manhattan, Aug.
29 at age 88.
Fr. James Adams – a former
chancellor of the Metropolis of San
Francisco, Sept. 27 at age 88.
Fr. Dennis Michelis – pastor of
parishes in Ohio and New Hampshire
and author of several books on religion, Aug. 9 at age 90.
Presvytera Bess Vieron – wife of
Fr. Nicholas Vieron of Memphis for 69
years, died Aug. 30 at age 90.
NOV-DEC
Peter J. Pappas – Archdiocesan
Council member, an Archon, co-chair-

man of the 1996 Clergy-Laity Congress in New York, and a driving force
behind the construction of St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church and National
Shrine at the World Trade Center, Nov.
23, at age 77.
Fr. Theodor Bita – a retired priest
who served parishes in Texas, the Bahamas and other states, Nov. 24 at age
77.
Fr. Peter C. Kyriakos - a retired
priest who had served parishes in Massachusetts, New Jersey, Virginia and
elsewhere, June 29 in Florida at age
76.
Very Rev. Vasilios Penteridis
– a retired priest who had served St.
George Church in Ocean City, Md.,
Oct. 11 at age 74.
John Basil Vlahos – an Archon
and supporter of St. Nicholas Ranch
and Retreat Center of the Metropolis
of San Francisco, Oct. 29 at age 92.
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Metropolis News
Visiting Priest from England Offers
Wisdom to Seattle-Area Orthodox
By Clifford T. Argue

SEATTLE – The Orthodox faithful of the Greater Puget Sound region
were blessed in early November to
meet and hear inspiring yet practical
messages from the Very Rev. Archimandrite Zacharias (Zacharou) from
the Monastery of St. John the Baptist,
Tolleshunt Knights, Essex, England.
Archimandrite Zacharias is a disciple
of Elder Sophrony (of blessed memory) who was himself a disciple of St.
Silouan of Mount Athos.
Fr. Zacharias, who was in the U.S.
to serve as a primary speaker at the
biennial National Clergy Retreat of
the Archdiocesan Presbyters Council in Virginia, was brought to Seattle
by Rev. Fr. Photios Dumont, proistamenos of St. Demetrios Church. Fr.
Zacharias spoke and answered questions at four different well-attended
events over the weekend starting with
a retreat for the Washington Orthodox
Clergy Association held at the Monastery of the All Merciful Savior (ROCOR) on Vashon Island, followed by
an Orthodox Home Fellowship gathering hosted by Chris and Vicki Pallis on Mercer Island, Sunday morning
Divine Liturgy and Luncheon and an
evening Vespers service and presentation, all at St. Demetrios.
In his talks, Fr. Zacharias highlighted themes from his popular books
which focus on the theology and teachings of St. Silouan and Elder Sophrony. The titles include The Enlargement of the Heart, The Hidden Man of
the Heart, Christ, Our Way and Our
Life, Remember Thy First Love, and
Man, The Target of God.
Looking forward at that time to the
American holiday of Thanksgiving,
Fr. Zacharias noted “Giving thanks is
a great virtue.” He told the story of an
individual who was not religious and
was despondent over life.
The person was somehow drawn
to meet with a respected elder. The
priest told the man to simply give God
thanks. “For what?” the despondent
one asked.
The elder suggested starting with
the fact that the man was breathing.

Photo courtesy of Clifford T. Argue
FR. ZACHARIAS

Dubious, the man tried it anyway, and
soon began thanking God for various
other things. He got over his despondency and soon was regularly participating in church services and other
activities.
Fr. Zacharias also noted, “God is
not an intruder in our personal relationships, but He helps us to humble
ourselves, live patiently, combat passions, and pray.” “Don’t be afraid of
the Jesus Prayer,” he added.
Fr. Zacharias was born and raised
in Cyprus to an Orthodox Christian
family. His mother became a nun toward the end of her life. As a young
man, Fr. Zacharias left Cyprus to study
chemistry in London.
Before he completed his studies,
he became acquainted with Fr. Sophrony and his monastery. Fr. Zacharias
abandoned his studies in chemistry
and preferred instead to answer God’s
calling and follow the monastic way
of life in the Orthodox Church.
Elder Sophrony sent Fr. Zacharias
to study at the Theological Institute of
St. Serge in Paris where he spent five
years, and then moved to Thessalonica
for a further 14 months, in order to obtain a second degree in theology. Fr.
Zacharias is fluent in Greek, Russian,
French and English, and has translated
Fr. Sophrony’s books from Russian
into Greek.
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Ἁγία καί Μεγάλη Τεσσαρακοστή
Πρ ό ς το ύ ς Σ εβ α σ μ ι ωτάτο υ ς
καί Θεοφι λεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς
Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους

καί Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά
Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς
Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο
τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.
Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφές ἐν
Χριστῷ,
Εἴμεθα πράγματι εὐλογημένοι διότι
ἀξιωνόμεθα νά εἰσέλθουμε καί πάλι σέ αὐτή
τήν ἁγία καί ἱερά περίοδο τῆς Μεγάλης
Τεσσαρακοστῆς, περίοδο προσευχῆς καί
διαλογισμοῦ, περίοδο νηστείας καί ἐγκρατείας,
περίοδο διακονίας καί περίοδο πνευματικῆς
ἀνακαινίσεως. Ξεκινήσαμε τήν πορεία αὐτή
ἀπό τό Πᾶθος στήν Ἀνάσταση τοῦ Κυρίου
μας τίς περασμένες λίγες ἑβδομᾶδες, καί
ἔχουμε ὁδηγηθῇ μέσα ἀπό τίς ἀκολουθίες καί
ἑορτασμούς τῆς Ἐκκλησίας νά ἀναλογισθοῦμε
ὅλα ὅσα μᾶς χωρίζουν ἀπό τόν Θεό, νά
ἐπιβεβαιώσουμε τήν ἀνάγκη τῆς χάριτος καί
συγχωρήσεώς Του καί νά ἀνακαλύψουμε
ἐλπίδα σέ Ἐκεῖνον.
Ἡ Ἁγία Γραφή καί οἱ ὕμνοι τῆς Μεγάλης
Τεσσαρακοστῆς μᾶς παροτρύνουν νά εἴμεθα
ἐγκρατεῖς καί προσεκτικοί σχετικά μέ θέματα
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O Αρχιμανδρίτης κ. Ναθαναήλ Συμεωνίδης διαβάζει το Μέγα Μήνυμα από το Άγιο Βήμα του Καθεδρικού
Ναού Αγίου Γεωργίου του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου μετά από την εκλογή του ως Μητροπολίτης
Σικάγου. (φωτο Νικόλαος Μαγγίνας)

Ο Αρχιμανδρίτης Ναθαναήλ Συμεωνίδης
Εξελέγη Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Η Αγία και Ιερά Σύνοδος
του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου εξέλεξε
σήμερα παμψηφεί τον Πανασιολογιώτατο
Αρχιμανδρίτη π. Ναθαναήλ Συμεωνίδη εις
Μητροπολίτην Σικάγου.
Αμέσως μετά την εκλογή ο Σεβασμιώτατος
Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος δήλωσε:
«Εκφράζω θερμότατα συγχαρητήρια
επί τη εκλογή του Πανοσιολογιωτάτου
Αρχιμανδρίτου π. Ναθαναήλ Συμεωνίδου εις
Μητροπολίτην Σικάγου ευχόμενος άφθονη την

ευλογία του Θεού στο ιερώτατο έργο το οποίο
η Εκκλησία του ανέθεσε. Ο νεοεκλεγείς έχει
διακονίσει επί σειράν ετών ως Διάκονος, Ιερεύς
και Διευθυντής του Τμήματος Διορθοδόξων,
Οικουμενικών και Διαθρησκειακών Σχέσεων
και είμαι βέβαιος ότι θα χρησιμοποιήσει την
σχετική εμπειρία και τα προσόντα που του
έδωσε ο Θεός για μια καρποφόρο διακονία
του ευλαβούς Ελληνορθοδόξου ποιμνίου της
Ιεράς Μητροπόλεως Σικάγου».

την προοπτική ενός μη- κερδοσκοπικού
οργανισμού παγκοσμίου εμβελείας. Για
την επίτευξη αυτού του στόχου είναι
ζωτικής σημασίας η θέσπιση και εφαρμογή
κανονισμών και διαδικασιών ελέγχου
και διαχειρίσεως δαπανών. Το έργο της
Επιτροπής Οικονομικών είχε άμεση θετική
οικονομική επίπτωση στην Αρχιεπισκοπή.
Τον Απρίλιο του 2017, με τις ευλογίες
του Σεβασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου
Αμερικής κ. Δημητρίου η Αρχιεπισκοπή
ξεκίνησε διαδικασία βελτιώσεως των
εσωτερικών ελέγχων. Για την προώθηση
αυτού του στόχου, προσέλαβε την εταιρεία
Grant Thornton για να διεξαγάγει διεξοδική
και ανεξάρτητη έρευνα και ανάλυση της
λειτουργίας του οικονομικού τμήματος της
Αρχιεπισκοπής και να παράσχει λεπτομερή
και αντικειμενική άποψη για τους τομείς
όπου η χρηματοοικονομική λειτουργία,
και ως εκ τούτου η Αρχιεπισκοπή, μπορεί
να γίνει πιο αποτελεσματική, αποδοτική
και διαφανής. Τον Ιανουάριο του 2018,
το Αρχιεπισκοπικό Συμβούλιο, και οι
επιτροπές Εκτελεστική, Νομική, Ελεγκτική
και Οικονομικών παρέλαβαν περίληψη των
κυριοτέρων σημείων της έρευνας της Grant
Thornton.
Η έρευνα των λειτουργιών περιέχει
συστάσεις για τις βέλτιστες πρακτικές
που μπορούν να εφαρμοσθούν ώστε
να μεγιστοποιηθούν οι πόροι και τα
αποτελέσματα. Η μελέτη αυτή, που είναι
καθαρά τεχνικής φύσεως έγγραφο, θα
χρησιμοποιηθεί ως κρίσιμο εργαλείο για την
Αρχιεπισκοπή στην εφαρμογή εσωτερικών
ελέγχων, πρακτικών και διαδικασιών. Η
εφαρμογή εσωτερικών ελέγχων είναι μια
πολύπλοκη διαδικασία που πρέπει να
γίνεται με προσοχή και απαιτεί τη συμβολή
εξωτερικής υποστηρίξεως.
Σημαντική μείωση λειτουργικών
εξόδων
Η Αρχιεπισκοπή μείωσε τις ετήσιες
λειτουργικές δαπάνες της κατά περίπου

8 εκατομμύρια δολάρια ή περίπου 25%.
Ως αποτέλεσμα, εξάλειψε το προϋπάρχον
διαρθρωτικό λειτουργικό έλ λειμμα
και αναμένεται να ισοσκελίσει τον
προϋπολογισμό της και να δημιουργήσει
πρόσθετους πόρους. Επιπλέον, μειώνεται
το αθροιστικό λογιστικό έλ λειμμα
προηγουμένων ετών. Οι μειώσεις κόστους,
οι οποίες είναι μόνιμες και διαρθρωτικές,
επιτεύχθηκαν κυρίως με τη μείωση
Αρχιεπισκοπικού προσωπικού, τη μείωση
γενικών διοικητικών δαπανών και την
εφαρμογή νέων κανόνων και ελέγχων
διαχείρισης προμηθευτών.
Η Εκτελεστική Επιτροπή ενέκρινε τον
προϋπολογισμό 2018
Υπό την ηγεσία του Αρχιεπισκόπου
Δημητρίου, του Επισκόπου Αντωνίου,
των Αξιωματούχων και της Επιτροπής
Οικονομικών, καταρτίσθηκε ένας πλήρης
και εφικτός προϋπολογισμός για το 2018,
ο οποίος ενεκρίθη από την Εκτελεστική
Επιτροπή και αντικατοπτρίζει επακριβώς
την πραγματική οικονομική κατάσταση της
Αρχιεπισκοπής. Ο Ταμίας και η Επιτροπή
Οικονομικών σε συνεργασία με τη διοίκηση
της Αρχιεπισκοπής θα παρακολουθούν
τυχόν αποκλίσεις στο νέο προϋπολογισμό σε
σχέση με τις πραγματικές αποδόσεις. Αυτή
η διαδικασία του προϋπολογισμού αποτελεί
ένα πρώτο κρίσιμο βήμα για την εδραίωση
μιας σταθερούς βάσεως στα οικονομικά της
Αρχιεπισκοπής.
Η περίληψη του προϋπολογισμού του
2018 θα δημοσιευθεί στο διαδικτυακό τόπο
της Αρχιεπισκοπής στο εγγύς μέλλον.
Οικονομικές υποχρεώσεις του
παρελθόντος
Η Αρχιεπισκοπή έχει κάνει γνωστό ότι
επιβαρύνεται με ορισμένες προϋπάρχουσες
υποχρεώσεις οι οποίες απορρέουν από
προηγούμενα οικονομικά προβλήματά της.
Για τον σκοπό αυτό έχει προσλάβει ειδικούς
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Σταθεροποίηση των Οικονομικών της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής
Έκθεση Οικονομικής Καταστάσεως της Αρχιεπισκοπής

Με την χάρη του Θεού και υπό την
ηγεσία του Σεβασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου
Γέροντος Αμερικής κ. Δημητρίου, η Ελληνική
Ορθόδοξος Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής
ολοκλήρωσε μια απαιτητική διαδικασία
αναδιάρθρωσης με σκοπό την οικονομική
σταθερότητά της.
Η Αρχιεπισκοπή προβλέπεται να
επιτύχει ισοσκελισμένο προϋπολογισμό
και για το έτος 2018 και τα επόμενα έτη
να δημιουργήσει πρόσθετα κεφάλαια τα
οποία θα χρησιμοποιηθούν πρώτα για να
εξοφληθούν οι υποχρεώσεις και κατόπιν για
να εξασφαλισθεί απόθεμα για το μέλλον.
Συνολικές Ενέργειες Αντιμετωπίσεως
της Οικονομικής Καταστάσεως
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος, η
Ιερά Επαρχιακή Σύνοδος, η Εκτελεστική
Επιτροπή και το Αρχιεπισκοπικό Συμβούλιο
αντέδρασαν αποφασιστικά στο θέμα της
επιλύσεως των υφισταμένων οικονομικών
προβλημάτων της Αρχιεπισκοπής που
ανακαλύφθηκαν το 2017.
Η Αρχι επι σ κοπή ξεπ έρ ασ ε τι ς
παλαιόθεν οικονομικές αυτές προκλήσεις
αναθέτοντας σε νέα ηγετική ομάδα και
οργανώνοντας νέες δομές, εφαρμόζοντας
νέους κανονισμούς και διαδικασίες ελέγχου
και διαχειρίσεως δαπανών, σημαντική μείωση
των λειτουργικών ταμειακών δαπανών και
δημιουργία προϋπολογισμού με σκοπό την
στενή παρακολούθηση και διαχείριση των
οικονομικών της Αρχιεπισκοπής.
Νέα ομάδα ηγεσίας και νέα οργανωτική
δομή
Μετά την Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευση
του 2016, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος αναδιάρθρωσε
την Εκτελεστική Επιτροπή και διόρισε
νέα στελέχη συμπεριλαμβανομένου νέου
Αντιπροέδρου και Ταμία του Αρχιεπισκοπικού
Συμβουλίου. Ο Θεοφ. Επίσκοπος Φασιανής
κ. Αντώνιος, Πρωτοσ ύγκελ λος της
Αρχιεπισκοπής, ανέλαβε βασικές διοικητικές
ευθύνες μετά την παραίτηση του πρώην
Διευθυντή Διοικήσεως τον Σεπτέμβριο του

2017. Ο π. Σωτήριος Μπαρούντι διορίστηκε
Οικονομικός Διευθυντής της Αρχιεπισκοπής
τον Απρίλιο του 2017. Πριν τον διορισμό
του, η Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής δεν είχε θέση
Γενικού Οικονομικού Διευθυντού και με
την πρόσθεση της θέσεως αυτής έγινε μια
σημαντική αλλαγή στην οργανωτική δομή
της Αρχιεπισκοπής, με τον διαχωρισμό των
τομέων διοικήσεως και οικονομικών.
Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος διόρισε νέα ομάδα
οικονομολόγων και νομικών ως μέλη της
Ελεγκτικής Επιτροπής του Αρχιεπισκοπικού
Συμβουλίου με πρόεδρο την κα Elaine
Allen. Στις αρμοδιότητες της Ελεγκτικής
Επιτροπής περιλαμβάνονται η αξιολόγηση
της αξιοπιστίας και της ακρίβειας
των οικονομικών εκθέσεων,η επιλογή
εξωτερικών ελεγκτών, η από κοινού με τους
εν λόγω ελεγκτές αξιολόγηση σχεδίων και
αποτελεσμάτων ελέγχων, η επανεξέταση
εσ ωτερικών ε λ έγ χων, η εκπόν ησ η
απαραίτητων σχεδίων αποκαταστάσεως
και τέλος η συμμόρφωση με τους ισχύοντες
νόμους και κανονισμούς επί οικονομικών
ελέγχων. Η νεοσυσταθείσα Ελεγκτική
Επιτροπή και η πρόεδρός της έχουν ήδη
συμβάλλει στις δρομολογηθείσες αυτές
λειτουργίες της Αρχιεπισκοπής.
Ο Άρχων Λάζαρος Κίρκος διορίστηκε
από τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο ως προεδρεύων της
Επιτροπής Οικονομικών του Αρχιεπισκοπικού
Συμβουλίου και υπό την καθοδήγησή του η
Επιτροπή Οικονομικών έχει αναλάβει τον
κατάλληλο ρόλο της στη λειτουργία της
Αρχιεπισκοπής, παρακολουθώντας και
συντονίζοντας τους τομείς προϋπολογισμού,
δαπανών, χρηματοδοτήσεως, ταμείου και
μακροπρόθεσμου στρατηγικού σχεδιασμού.
Εφαρμογή νέων κανονισμών και
διαδικασιών ελέγχου και διαχειρίσεως
δαπανών
Η Αρχιεπισκοπή, πιστή στην αποστολή
της και την εκκλησιαστική της ταυτότητα,
είναι μονίμως αφοσιωμένη στις αρχές
τις λογοδοσίας και της διαφάνειας και
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Εγκύκλιοι
Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευσις 2018
Εἰ δύνασαι πιστεῦσαι, πάντα δυνατά τῷ
πιστεύοντι
(Μᾶρκ. 9:23)
Πρός τούς Σεβασμιωτάτους
καί Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς
Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς
Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους
καί Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά
Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς
Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο
τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.
Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφές ἐν
Χριστῷ,
Μέ χαρά στήν καρδιά μας, ἀναμένοντας
τίς Ἑορτές τῆς Ἐπιφανείας τοῦ Κυρίου μας,
συνενώνω τήν φωνή μου μέ τήν φωνή τῶν
ἀγαπητῶν καί σεβασμίων Ἱεραρχῶν τῆς
Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχιακῆς Συνόδου καί τῶν μελῶν
τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκοπικοῦ Συμβουλίου, γιά
νά σᾶς ἀνακοινώσουμε ὅτι ἡ 44η Διετής
Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευση καί τό Ἐθνικό
Συνέδριο τῆς Ἑλ ληνικῆς Ὀρθ οδόξου
Φιλοπτώχου Ἀδελφότητος Κυριῶν θά
πραγματοποιηθοῦν ἀπό 1ης ἕως 5ης Ἰουλίου
2018, στήν Βοστώνη, Μασσαχουσέττης.
Ἐκφράζουμε τήν εἰλικρινῆ εὐγνωμοσύνη
μας στόν Σεβασμιώτατο Μητροπολίτη κ.
Μεθόδιο καί τήν ἡγεσία, τόν κλῆρο καί τόν
λαό τῆς Μητροπόλεως Βοστώνης γιά τήν
προθυμία των νά φιλοξενήσουν τήν 44η Διετή
Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευση τῆς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς
μας καί νά ὑποδεχθοῦν τούς ἡγέτες τῶν
ἐνοριῶν καί ὀργανισμῶν ἀπό ὁλόκληρη τήν
ἐπικράτεια τῆς εὐλογημένης χώρας μας.
Τό θέμα τῆς Συνελεύσεως θά εἶναι
Ὅλα εἶναι δυνατά γι’αὐτόν πού πιστεύει στόν
Χριστό (πρβλ. Μᾶρκ. 9:23). Ὡς Ὀρθόδοξοι
Χριστιανοί ἐπιβεβαιώνουμε τήν πίστη μας
στόν Χριστό, μιά πίστη πού καθιστᾷ τά
ἀδύνατα δυνατά, τά ἀπρόσιτα προσιτά, τά
ἀκατόρθωτα κατορθωτά. Γνωρίζουμε ὅτι ἡ
πίστη μας σέ Ἐκεῖνον μᾶς καθοδηγεῖ στήν
λατρεία καί διακονία μας.
Ὁδηγούμεθα ἐπίσης ἀπό το παράδειγμα

τοῦ Κυρίου μας βλέποντας τίς ἀπεριόριστες
δυνατότητες τῆς πίστεώς μας. Ἡ ζωή καί
διακονία του μᾶς δείχνουν ὅτι ἡ πίστη σέ
Ἐκεῖνον ὁδηγεῖ σέ θεραπεία, ἀνακαίνιση
καί ἐλπίδα. Ἡ πίστη στόν Χριστό νικᾷ
τήν δύναμη τῆς ἁμαρτίας καί τοῦ θανάτου,
μεταμορφώνει τίς ζωές μας καί μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ
στήν ὁδό τῆς σωτηρίας.
Ἡ ἀκλόνητη πίστη μας σέ Ἐκεῖνον ὅπως
ἐκδηλώνεται μέσα ἀπό τίς ζωές καί τήν
διακονία μας θά μᾶς βοηθήσῃ νά ὑπερβοῦμε
τίς οἱεσδήποτε προκλήσεις, θά ἐπεκτείνει
τήν μαρτυρία μας σέ νέους καί δυναμικούς
τρόπους καί θά ὁδηγήσῃ ἄλλους στόν Χριστό
καί τήν ἄφθονη καί εὐλογημένη ζωή ἐν Αὐτῷ.
Ὅπως προγραμματίζουμε
τήν Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευσή μας, καλῶ
τούς πιστούς τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς νά
ἀναλογισθοῦμε τό θέμα καί τίς ἐπιπτώσεις ἐπί
τοῦ ἔργου μας στίς ἐνορίες, τίς διακονίες, τούς
ὀργανισμούς καί τά ἐφόδια μας. Καλοῦμε
ἐπίσης ὅλες τίς ἐνορίες μας νά στηρίξουν
καί νά στείλουν ἀντιπροσώπους οὕτως ὥστε
νά ὑπάρξῃ πλήρης συμμετοχή σ’αὐτό τό
ζωτικό γεγονός τῆς Ἑλληνικῆς Ὀρθοδόξου
Ἐκκλησίας μας στήν Ἀμερική.
Ἡ Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευσή μας εἶναι
εὐλογημένη περίοδος γιά νά συγκεντρωθοῦμε
μέ πίστη, ἀδελφοσύνη καί ἀγάπη καί νά
ἐπικεντρωθοῦμε στήν ἀξιολόγηση καί
προγραμματισμό τοῦ ἔργου τῆς διακονίας.
Εἴθε οἱ πρ οετοιμασί ες μας νά
καθοδηγοῦνται ἀπό τήν παρουσία τοῦ
Χριστοῦ, διά τῆς δυνάμεως τῆς πίστεώς μας
σέ Ἐκεῖνον καί διά τῆς δεσμεύσεώς μας νά
μοιρασθοῦμε τίς ἀπεριόριστες δυνατότητες
καί τήν τεραστία δύναμη τῆς πίστεώς μας
στόν Χριστό.
Μετά πατρικῶν εὐχῶν
ἐν Χριστῷ σαρκωθέντι,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

Ἁγία καί Μεγάλη Τεσσαρακοστή
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τῆς καρδιᾶς, τοῦ νοῦ καί τῶν πνευματικῶν
ἀναγκῶν τῆς ψυχῆς μας. Στήν περίοδο αὐτή
πρέπει νά ἐπαγρυπνοῦμε σχετικά μέ τίς
ἐπιρροές καί τή δολιότητα τοῦ κακοῦ, τή
δύναμη τῶν πειρασμῶν καί τίς συνέπειες τῆς
ἁμαρτίας. Εἶναι περίοδος κατά τήν ὁποίαν
πρέπει νά ἀναγνωρίσουμε τίς δυνάμεις πού
ὑπάρχουν στόν κόσμο μας οἱ ὁποῖες ἐπιθυμοῦν
νά καταστρέψουν τή ζωή μας καί νά μᾶς
ἀπομακρύνουν ἀπό τόν Θεό. Καλούμεθα
νά διαφυλάξουμε τούς ἑαυτούς μας ἀπό τίς
παγίδες τῆς ἁμαρτίας καί τοῦ θανάτου καί νά
προσηλώσουμε τήν προσοχή μας στόν Χριστό,
τήν πηγή τῆς ζωῆς μας.
Στήν ἐπαγρύπνησή μας καλούμεθα
ἐπίσης νά ἐξασκήσουμε περισυλλογή, ἡσυχία
καί ἡρεμία, καί νά προσευχόμεθα. Σίγουρα,
εἰσερχόμεθα στή Μεγάλη Τεσσαρακοστή
μέ χαρά καί στή λαμπρότητα τῆς ἀγάπης
μέ ὕμνους γιά τόν Θεό στά χείλη καί ἡ
προσοχή μας εἶναι ὁλοκληρωτικά στραμμένη
σέ Ἐκεῖνον. Στήν Τεσσαρακοστή ἀποζητοῦμε
τήν ἀποχή ἀπό τούς φρενήρεις ρυθμούς τῆς
ζωῆς καί τῶν ἀπαιτήσεων τοῦ συγχρόνου
κόσμου μας οὕτως ὥστε νά μπορέσουμε νά
ἐνδοσκοπήσουμε καί νά ἔλθουμε κοντύτερα
στόν Θεό. Ἀφιερώνουμε περισσότερο χρόνο
στήν ἡρεμία, τήν προσευχή, τήν ἀναζήτηση τῆς
εἰρήνης τοῦ Θεοῦ ἑστιάζοντας στήν παρουσία
καί τή χάρη Του στίς ζωές μας.
Γιά νά γνωρίσουμε τήν παρουσία τοῦ

Θεοῦ καί νά βιώσουμε τή δύναμη τῆς χάριτος,
πρέπει νά παρακολουθοῦμε καί νά ἀκοῦμε. Ἡ
ἀλήθεια καί ἡ σοφία Του μᾶς ἐπισκέπτονται
στήν ἡσυχία καί ἡρεμία. Τό θέλημά Του
ἀποκαλύπτεται ὅταν ἡ καρδιά καί ὁ νοῦς
μας εἶναι ἀνοικτά, δεκτικά καί προσμένουν.
Παρακολουθοῦμε καί ἀκοῦμε τίς προσταγές
τοῦ Κυρίου μας ὅταν Τόν ἀναζητοῦμε. Ἡ
δύναμη καί ἡ ἐλπίδα μας ἀνανεώνονται καί
οἱ καρδιές μας σιγουρεύονται. Μέσα ἀπό τήν
λατρεία καί προσευχή μας, τή νηστεία καί τό
διαλογισμό μας, καί μέσα ἀπό τήν πρόσέγγισή
μας στόν Θεό μέ μεταμελημένη καρδιά,
προετοιμαζόμεθα νά δοῦμε τά μεγάλα ἔργα
Του καί νά ἀκούσουμε τή φωνή Του. Εἴμεθα
ἕτοιμοι γιά βαθύτερη ἐπικοινωνία μαζί Του
καθώς μᾶς εὐλογεῖ μέ συγχώρηση καί χάρη.
Ἡ περίοδος τῆς μετανοίας ἔφθασε.
Φαιδρῶς εἰσδεξώμεθα, τῆς Νηστείας τήν
εἴσοδον πιστοί· καί μή σκυθρωπάσωμεν, ἀλλά
νίψωμεν τά πρόσωπα ἡμῶν, ἀπαθείας τῷ ὕδατι,
εὐλογοῦντες, καί ὑπερυψοῦντες, Χριστόν εἰς
τούς αἰῶνας (Ὕμνος τοῦ Ὄρθρου –Δευτέρα
τῆς Α΄ Ἑβδομᾶδος).
Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος
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Η 44η Κληρικολαϊκή Συνέλευση της
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής θα
πραγματοποιηθεί στη Βοστώνη
ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Η 44η Κληρικολαϊκή
Συνέλευση της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής
θα πραγματοποιηθεί στη Βοστώνη 1-5 Ιουλίου
2018. Η Ιερά Μητρόπολις Βοστώνης και ο
Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Βοστώνης
κ. Μεθόδιος προετοιμάζουν πυρετωδώς
την οργάνωση και τον σχεδιασμό της
Κληρικολαϊκής.
Παράλληλα με την Κληρικολαϊκή, η
Εθνική Φιλόπτωχος Αδελφότης Κυριών
θ α πραγματοποιήσει την ανά δι ετία
συνέλευσή της. Οι εργασίες και των δύο θα
πραγματοποιηθούν στο ξενοδοχείο Boston Marriott Copley Place στο κέντρο της
Βοστώνης.
Το θέμα της 44ης Κληρικολαϊκής θα
είναι «Όλα είναι δυνατά γι’ αυτόν που
πιστεύει στον Χριστό» (Μαρκ. 9:23) Ο
Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Γέρων
Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος σε πρόσφατη εγκύκλιό
του για την Κληρικολαϊκή σημειώνοντας ότι:
Ως Ορθόδοξοι Χριστιανοί επιβεβαιώνουμε την
πίστη μας στον Χριστό, μια πίστη που καθιστά
τα αδύνατα δυνατά, τα απρόσιτα προσιτά,
τα ακατόρθωτα κατορθωτά. Γνωρίζουμε ότι
η πίστη μας σε Εκείνον μας καθοδηγεί στην

λατρεία και διακονία μας. Οδηγούμεθα επίσης
από το παράδειγμα του Κυρίου μας βλέποντας
τις απεριόριστες δυνατότητες της πίστεώς μας.
Η ζωή και διακονία του μας δείχνουν ότι η πίστη
σε Εκείνον οδηγεί σε θεραπεία, ανακαίνιση και
ελπίδα. Η πίστη στον Χριστό νικά την δύναμη
της αμαρτίας και του θανάτου, μεταμορφώνει
τις ζωές μας και μας οδηγεί στην οδό της
σωτηρίας.
Η Κληρικολαϊκή συνέλευση θα αρχίσει
όπως πάντα με πολυαρχιερατική Θεία
Λειτουργία, η οποία θα πραγματοποιηθεί την
Κυριακή 1η Ιουλίου 2018 στον Καθεδρικό
Μητροπολιτικό Ναό του Ευαγγελισμού στη
Βοστώνη.
Η επίσημη έναρξη της Συνελεύσεως θα
λάβει χώρα την επομένη το πρωί, Δεύτερα 2
Ιουλίου, με την εναρκτήρια κύρια ομιλία του
Αρχιεπισκόπου Δημητρίου.
Λεπτομερές πρόγραμμα των εκδηλώσεων
και των εργασιών της Κληρικολαϊκής και της
συνελεύσεως της Φιλοπτώχου καθώς και ο
τρόπος εγγραφής θα αναρτηθούν προσεχώς
στην ιστοσελίδα της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής
www.goarch.org και στην ειδική σελίδα της
Κληρικολαϊκής www.clergylaity.org.

Η ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΕΠΙΒΕΒΑΙΩΝΕΙ ΤΗ ΔΕΣΜΕΥΣΗ
ΓΙΑ ΠΛΗΡΗ ΔΙΑΦΑΝΕΙΑ ΚΑΙ ΛΟΓΟΔΟΣΙΑ
ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Η Ελληνική
Ορθόδοξος Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής έχει
δεσμευτεί να τηρεί τις αρχές της πλήρους
διαφάνειας και λογοδοσίας, έτσι ώστε μέσα
από την σχολαστική εναρμόνιση με αυτές τις
θεσμοθετημένες αρχές να μπορεί να υπηρετεί
τις πνευματικές ανάγκες των πιστών.
Τον μήνα Δεκέμβριο του παρελθόντος
έτους, η Αρχιεπισκοπή ανέθεσε στην
ανεξάρτητη λογιστική εταιρεία Kiwi Associates, να ξεκινήσει ειδική έρευνα στα αρχεία
μισθοδοσίας για τα έτη 2016 και 2017. Κατά τον
έλεγχο αυτό, διαπιστώθηκαν συγκεκριμένες
μισθολογικές αποκλίσεις σε σχέση με πρώην
προσωπικό της Αρχιεπισκοπής.
« Αυ τ ή η α ν α κ ά λυ ψ η » , δ ή λ ω σ ε
ο Θεοφιλέστατος Επίσκοπος Αντώνιος,
Πρωτοσ ύγκελ λος της Αρχιεπισκοπής
«οδήγησε την Αρχιεπισκοπή να διεξάγει
άμεσα ενδελεχή έρευνα αναφορικά με τα
έξοδα μισθοδοσίας και πιστωτικών καρτών
για την τελευταία 5ετία, δηλαδή μεταξύ της
ενάρξεως του 2013 και του τέλους του 2017.
Αυτή η ξεχωριστή έρευνα αποκάλυψε
σημαντικές και πρωτοφανείς παρατυπίες»,

εξήγησε ο Επίσκοπος. «Η έρευνα αυτών των
θεμάτων συνεχίζεται».
Σύμφ ων α με πρ οηγ ούμενες
κοινοποιήσεις, αρχής γενομένης τον Απρίλιο
2017, η Αρχιεπισκοπή επέβαλε κατάλληλους
εσωτερικούς ελέγχους σε θέματα μισθοδοσίας
υπό αυστηρή εσωτερική επιτήρηση και
περιοδικούς ανεξάρτητους ελέγχους, κάτι που
είναι πλέον μόνιμη πρακτική. Η Αρχιεπισκοπή
υιοθέτησε επίσης αυστηρούς ελέγχους
σχετικά με την έκδοση και χρήση εταιρικών
πιστωτικών καρτών.«Θα επιδιώξουμε
με όλα τα μέσα να αντιμετωπίσουμε τις
αποκλίσεις αλλά, ενώ είμεθα σε αυτή τη
διαδικασία, έχουμε ήδη δημιουργήσει
μακράν ισχυρότερους λογιστικούς ελέγχους,
επιπλέον επιτήρηση και αυστηρές πρακτικές
διαφάνειας», συνέχισε ο Θεοφιλέστατος.
«Αυτοί που επιζητούν να αποσπάσουν
την προσοχή από αυτό το σοβαρό ζήτημα
ψευδώς κατηγορώντας τον Σεβασμιώτατο
ή άλλους, για αδιαφορία στην αντιμετώπιση
των οικονομικών προκλήσεων που βιώνει η
Αρχιεπισκοπή, αγνοούν τα γεγονότα ενώ δεν
τιμούν καθόλου τον ευατόν τους», κατέληξε.

Σταθεροποίηση των Οικονομικών
της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής
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για να καθορίσει το ποσό και τη φύση
αυτών των υποχρεώσεων. Η Αρχιεπισκοπή
έκανε επίσης γνωστό ότι ορισμένοι
ειδικοί και περιορισμένοι λογαριασμοί
χρησιμοποιήθηκαν στο παρελθόν για τη
χρηματοδότηση λειτουργικών εξόδων. Η
Αρχιεπισκοπή θα δώσει προτεραιότητα
στην ταχεία επιστροφή των χρημάτων στους
λογαριασμούς αυτούς.
Επίτευξη οικονομικής σταθερότητος
και μειωμένη επιβάρυνση Ενοριών
Η οικονομική σταθερότητα της
Αρχιεπισκοπής επετεύχθη χωρίς πρόσθετη
επιβάρυνση των ενοριών. Η Ιερά Επαρχιακή
Σύνοδος απεφάσισε να διατηρήσει το
επίπεδο της συμβολής των ενοριών στα
επίπεδα του 2017.
Η αύξηση κατά 7,74% για το 2018, η
οποία είχε ήδη εγκριθεί από την Κληρικολαϊκή
του 2016, ακυρώθηκε, εξοικονομώντας στις
ενορίες 1,6 εκατομμύρια δολάρια για το
2018.

Ισχυρή στήριξη από τις Ενορίες στο
Πρόγραμμα Οικονομικής Συνεισφοράς
Η Αρχι ε π ι σ κ ο π ή αν αγ ν ω ρ ί ζ ε ι
ευγνωμόνως την συνεχή και ισχυρή στήριξη
των ενοριών της. Η Επιτροπή Οικονομικών
ανέφερε ότι για έκτο συνεχές έτος, το
2017, και σε όλη την επικράτεια, τα έσοδα
της Αρχιεπισκοπής από το Πρόγραμμα
Οικονομικής Συνεισφοράς των ενοριών
(Total Commitment) έφτασε το 100% της
συνολικής δεσμεύσεως του προϋπολογισμού.
Δεδομένης της προσφάτου αβεβαιότητος, το
αποτέλεσμα αυτό κατέστη δυνατό λόγω
της σκληρής εργασίας και αφοσιώσεως
των Μητροπολιτών μας και των μελών της
Επιτροπής Οικονομικών των Μητροπόλεων.
Οι ενορίες μας θα πρέπει να είναι βέβαιες
ότι υλοποιούνται σημαντικές προσπάθειες
οι οποίες περιγράφονται στην παρούσα
ανακοίνωση για την επίτευξη διαφάνειας,
λογοδοσίας και οικονομικής σταθερότητας
στην Αρχιεπισκοπή. Η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή
είναι βαθιά υπόχρεη προς τις ενορίες και
προς τούτο ευγνωμονεί τον Θεό.
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Ο Αρχιμανδρίτης Ναθαναήλ Συμεωνίδης
Εξελέγη Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου
Σελίδα 15
Το κείμενο του σχετικού ανακοινωθέντος
εκ της Αρχιγραμματείας της Αγίας και Ιεράς
Συνόδου του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου
έχει ως εξής:
ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΝ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΕΙΟΝ
ΑΝΑΚΟΙΝΩΘΕΝ
Συνῆλθεν, ὑπό τήν προεδρίαν τῆς Α.Θ.
Παναγιότητος, ἡ Ἁγία καί Ἱερά Σύνοδος εἰς τήν
τακτικήν συνεδρίαν αὐτῆς σήμερον, Τετάρτην,
7ην Φεβρουαρίου 2018, πρός ἐξέτασιν τῶν
ἐν τῇ ἡμερησίᾳ διατάξειἀναγεγραμμένων
θεμάτων.
Κατά τήν συνεδρίαν ταύτην, προτάσει
τῆς Α.Θ. Παναγιότητος, τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ
Πατριάρχου κ.κ. Βαρθολομαίου, ψήφων
κανονικῶν γενομένων ὑπό τῆς Ἁγίας καί
Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου ἐν τῷ ΠανσέπτῳΠατριαρχικῷ
Ναῷ ἐξελέγησαν παμψηφεί ὁ Πανοσιολ.
Ἀρχιμανδρίτης κ. Χρυσόστομος Πίτσης,
Πρωτοσύγκελλος τῆς Ἱερᾶς Μητροπόλεως
Κώου καί Νισύρου, Μητροπολίτης Σύμης,
καί ὁ Πανοσιολ.Ἀρχιμανδρίτης κ. Ναθαναήλ
Συμεωνίδης, κληρικός τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς
Ἀμερικῆς, Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου.
Ἐκ τῆς Ἀρχιγραμματείας
τῆς Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου
Βιογραφικό σημείωμα:
Ο Αρχιμανδρίτης Ναθαναήλ Συμεωνίδης,
υιός του Βασιλείου και της Ειρήνης, γεννήθηκε
στη Θεσσαλονίκη το 1978. Αποφοίτησε από
το Ελληνικό Κολέγιο της Βοστώνης και
εν συνεχεία από τη Θεολογική Σχολή του
Τιμίου Σταυρού. Μεταπτυχιακές σπουδές
πραγματοποίησε στο Πανεπιστήμιο της
Βοστώνης, από όπου έλαβε και τον τίτλο
του Διδάκτορος της Θεολογίας, το 2007,
καθώς και στο Πανεπιστήμιο του Columbia
όπου ειδικεύτηκε στην Ιστορία και Ηθική
της Δημόσιας Υγείας. Δίδαξε ως επισκέπτης
καθηγητής τα μαθήματα της Ηθικής και
Βιοηθικής στο Πανεπιστήμιο του Fordham
και στις Θεολογικές Σχολές του Τιμίου
Σταυρού και του Αγίου Βλαδιμήρου, ενώ έχει

δημοσιεύσει αρκετά επιστημονικά άρθρα
σχετικά με τη θεολογία και τη βιοηθική.
Χειροτονήθηκε διάκονος το 2003 και
πρεσβύτερος το 2010 από τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο
Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριο. Υπηρέτησε ως διάκονος
τον Μητροπολίτη Βοστώνης κ. Μεθόδιο
(2003-2006) και τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο Αμερικής
κ. Δημήτριο (2006-2010), ενώ ως ιερατικώς
προϊστάμενος διηκόνησε στον Ιερό Ναό
Ευαγγελισμού της Θεοτόκου στη Νέα Υόρκη.
Κατά τη διάρκεια της ποιμαντικής του
διακονίας ανέπτυξε ένα αστικό ποιμαντικό
οργανισμό με την επωνυμία «Ορθόδοξοι
Επαγγελματίες εν Δράσει», ο οποίος
αξιοποίησε τα χαρίσματα και τα τάλαντα
περισσοτέρων από 400 νέων επαγγελματιών
του Μανχάταν, προσφέροντάς τους ευκαιρίες
να δημιουργήσουν ουσιαστικές αλλαγές στη
ζωή των πιο ευάλωτων συνανθρώπων της
περιοχής. Διακόνησε, επίσης, περιοδικά τις
κοινότητες της Αναστάσεως του Χριστού,
Brookville και του Ιερού Καθεδρικού Ναού
Αγίων Κωνσταντίνου και Ελένης, Brooklyn.
Το Σεπτέμβριο του 2013 διορίστηκε
Διευθυντής του Γραφείου Διορθοδόξων,
Οικουμενικών, και Διαθρησκειακών Σχέσεων
της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής. Από
τη θέση αυτή ανέπτυξε και επαύξησε τις
σχέσεις της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής με πολλούς
Θρησκευτικούς Οργανισμούς καθώς και με
τις μόνιμες Αντιπροσωπείες στα Ηνωμένα
Έθνη. Παράλληλα, προώθησε τη συνεργασία
και τη συμμετοχικότητα. Μέσα στο πλαίσιο
της διακονίας αυτής διοργάνωσε το
επιστημονικό Συνέδριο με θέμα: «Ορθοδοξία
και Ανθρωπισμός: Ιδέες και Δράσεις στο
Σύγχρονο Κόσμο», το οποίο παρείχε σε
εμπειρογνώμονες από όλο τον κόσμο την
ευκαιρία να συναντηθούν και να εξετάσουν
τρόπους με τους οποίους η Εκκλησία μπορεί να
βοηθήσει στην αντιμετώπιση ανθρωπιστικών
κρίσεων και στην προώθηση της αειφόρου
ανάπτυξης μετά την κρίση.
Ο π. Ναθαναήλ είναι αδελφός της
ιστορικής Ιεράς Μονής Αγίου Γεωργίου
Επανωσήφη στην Κρήτη.

Ορθόδοξος Παρατηρητής

Μαθητές των Ελληνικών σχολείων που τιμήθηκαν με τα Βραβεία των Τριών Ιεραρχών στην τελετή του
Αρχιεπισκοπικού Καθεδρικού Ναού Αγίας Τριάδας στη Νέα Υόρκη

Απονομή Βραβείων Τριών Ιεραρχών
σε 65 μαθητές και μαθήτριες
ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Αποτελεί ιδιαίτερο
γεγονός η Τελετή Απονομής των Βραβείων
Τριών Ιεραρχών που πραγματοποιείται
κάθε χρόνο στα πλαίσια των εορταστικών
εκδηλώσεων για τους Τρεις Ιεράρχες και
την ημέρα των Ελληνικών Γραμμάτων. Η
εκδήλωση διοργανώθηκε το απόγευμα της
Κυριακής 28 Ιανουαρίου 2018 στον Καθεδρικό
Ναό της Αγίας Τριάδος στο Μανχάταν, από το
Γραφείο Παιδείας Αμέσου Αρχιεπισκοπικής
Περιφερείας και ήταν αφιερωμένη στους
μαθητές που αρίστευσαν στην Εξέταση της
Νεοελληνικής Γλώσσας-Regents τον Ιούνιο
του 2017.
Κατά τη διάρκεια της τελετής, στην
οποία παρευρέθησαν περί τα 330 άτομα, ο
Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ.
Δημήτριος απένειμε το Βραβείο Αριστείας «Οι
Άγιοι Τρεις Ιεράρχαι» στους 65 τιμώμενους
μαθητές που διακρίθηκαν για την ελληνομάθειά
τους και εξέφρασε την ευγνωμοσύνη του προς
τους ιερείς και τους δασκάλους που ακλόνητοι
συνεχίζουν το έργο τους συμβάλλοντας στη
διατήρηση της Ελληνικής γλώσσας, του
πολιτισμού και της Ορθοδόξου μας πίστεως.
Η κ. Μαρία Μακεδών, διευθύντρια του
Γραφείου Παιδείας Αμέσου Αρχιεπισκοπικής
Περιφέρειας, στη παρουσίασή της συνεχάρη
τους αριστούχους μαθητές και τους παρότρυνε
να συνεχίσουν να μελετούν και να μιλούν την
Ελληνική γλώσσα «γιατί είναι η πιο πλούσια
και η πιο ποιοτική γλώσσα του κόσμου».
Η διευθύντρια του Ελληνοαμερικανικού

Σχολείου «Βασίλειος Σπυρόπουλος» της
Κοινότητας Αγ. Νικολάου, Φλάσινγκ κ. Αθηνά
Κρομμύδα-Τσόκου ήταν η κύρια ομιλήτρια
της βραδιάς.
Η κα. Κρομμύδα, συγκινημένη από το
λόγο του Αλέξανδρου Κραμπή, μαθητή του
Ημερησίου Ελληνοαμερικανικού Σχολείου
του Αγ. Δημητρίου Αστορίας, αναφέρθηκε
στη λιτή ζωή και το άγιο έργο των Τριών
Ιεραρχών – στον Μέγα Βασίλειο, τον Γρηγόριο
τον Θεολόγο και τον Ιωάννη τον Χρυσόστομο.
Με το μεστό της λόγο τόνισε τη συμβολή τους
στην καλλιέργεια των Ελληνικών Γραμμάτων
και του Ελληνοχριστιανικού Πολιτισμού, «οι
Τρεις Ιεράρχες, οι τρεις γίγαντες που ένωσαν
τον Ελληνισμό με το Χριστιανισμό, ήταν
αυτοί που κράτησαν τον ήλιο πάνω από τα
Ελληνικά Γράμματα, τη γλώσσα των Σοφών».
Η κα Κρομμύδα δεν παρέλειψε να τονίσει την
αξία της Ελληνικής μας γλώσσας, της Γλώσσας
του Ευαγγελίου, η οποία είναι «η Γλώσσα
που κουβαλάει την ψυχή και την ιστορία του
Λαού μας!»
Την παρουσίαση του όλου προγράμματος
έκανε η κ. Άννα Πρόκοπ, διευθύντρια του
Ημερήσιου Ελληνοαμερικανικού Ινστιτούτου
στο Μπρονξ.
Παρευρέθησαν η Πρόξενος της Ελλάδος,
κα. Λάνα Ζωχιού, ο Άρχων και ευεργέτης κ.
Στέφανος Τσερπέλης, καθώς επίσης ιερείς,
γονείς και συγγενείς των τιμώμενων μαθητών,
διευθυντές και δάσκαλοι των κοινοτικών
σχολείων

Φεστιβάλ Παραδοσιακών Χορών “Παράδοση”
Εορτασμός Ελληνικού Πολιτισμού και Πολιτιστικής Κληρονομιάς

Ο Αρχιμανδρίτης Ναθαναήλ υπογράφει την επίσημη αποδοχή της εκλογής του ως Μητροπολίτης
Σικάγου. (Κάτω) με τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο Δημήτριο, Μητροπολίτη Σάββα και άλλους κληρικούς.
(φωτο Νικόλαος Μαγγίνας)

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Διοργανώνεται και
φέτος το ετήσιο φεστιβάλ ΠΑΡΑΔΟΣΗ
2018 (PARATHOSI 2018), το Σάββατο
27 Ιανουαρίου 2018 στο Lefrak Concert
Hall του Queens College. Είναι μια γιορτή
νεολαίας, ελληνικής κληρονομιάς και
παραδοσιακού χορού που διοργανώνει
για έκτη χρονιά το Γραφείο Νεολαίας της
Αμέσου Αρχιεπισκοπικής Περιφερείας της
Ελληνικής Ορθοδόξου Αρχιεπισκοπής
Αμερικής. Αναμένεται να φιλοξενήσει
περίπου 30 χορευτικά σχήματα της ευρύτερης
περιοχής.Ο διάκονος π. Παναγιώτης
Παπαζαφειρόπουλος, διευθ υντής του
αρμόδιου Γραφείου Νεολαίας και υπεύθυνος
της διοργανώσεως δήλωσε: «Είναι μια
συνάντηση της νεολαίας μας, στην οποία
δίνεται στα παιδιά η ευκαιρία να επιδείξουν
το ταλέντο τους, την επιδεξιότητά τους και
την υπερηφάνειά τους για την ελληνική τους
κληρονομιά με παραδοσιακούς ελληνικούς
χορούς. Είναι πολύ ενθαρρυντικό ότι κάθε
χρόνο η συμμετοχή αυξάνει ποσοτικά αλλά
και ποιοτικά. Στην προσπάθειά μας αυτή είναι
αναγκαία η στήριξη όλης της Ομογένειας».
Το διαγωνιστικό μέρος του φεστιβάλ που θα
λάβει χώρα κατά τη διάρκεια της ημέρας, είναι
ανοικτό σε χορευτικές ομάδες και σχήματα
των ενοριών της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής

και των Μητροπόλεών της, αλλά και
συλλόγων, σωματείων και οργανώσεών
της Ελληνοαμερικανικής κοινότητος. Το
φεστιβάλ διαιρείται σε κατηγορίες ανάλογα
με την ηλικία. Η 4η κατηγορία είναι για
μικρά παιδιά έως οκτώ ετών και οι ομάδες
συμμετέχουν εκτός διαγωνισμού. Η 3η
κατηγορία είναι για παιδιά 9-11 ετών, η
2η κατηγορία είναι για παιδιά 12-14, η 1η
κατηγορία είναι για εφήβους 15-17 ετών. Οι
νέοι 18 ετών και άνω, διαγωνίζονται στην
κατηγορία senior.Το βράδυ θα ακολουθήσει
η τελετή Απονομής Βραβείων και εορταστικό
δείπνο με χορό και γλέντι στο Terrace on the
Park, στις 6:00 μ.μ., μια βραδιά στην οποία
προσκαλείται όλη η Ομογένεια.
Το Φεστιβάλ παραδοσιακού χορού
ΠΑΡΑΔΟΣΗ 2018 θα πραγματοποιηθεί
το Σάββατο, 27 Ιανουαρίου 2018, στο
Lefrak Concert Hall του Queens College
στο Flushing, NY, με έναρξη στις 10:00
π.μ. Το Δείπνο Απονομής των Βραβείων
και το Γλέντι, θα πραγματοποιηθούν το
ίδιο βράδυ 6:00 μ.μ., στο Terrace on the
Park, στο Φλάσινγκ της Νέας Υόρκης. Για
περισσότερες πληροφορίες καλέστε στο
(212) 774-0412, email στο parathosi@goarch.org ή επισκεφθείτε την ιστοσελίδα www.
parathosi.com
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Άνθρωπος και περιβάλλον με το πνεύμα των Τριών Ιεραρχών.
του Δρα. Ιωάννη Ευθυμιόπουλου*

Στη σημερινή μας εποχή η μελέτη
του περιβάλλοντος αποκτά ολοένα και
πιο έντονο ενδιαφέρον και αποτελεί
επιστημονικά αντικείμενο έρευνας όχι
μόνο για την προστασία του αλλά και για
τα ποικίλα προβλήματα που πρέπει να
αντιμετωπιστούν.
Τόσο οι θεωρητικές επιστήμες, όπως
η κοινωνιολογία, η φιλοσοφία και η
θεολογία, όσο και οι φυσικές επιστήμες,
όπως η οικολογία, η κοσμολογία και η
ανθρωπογεωγραφία, συνεργάζονται και
προσπαθούν να εξεύρουν τρόπους για
μια καλύτερη ποιότητα ζωής μέσα σε ένα
ανθρώπινο περιβάλλον.
Σύμφωνα με υπάρχουσες απόψεις
λέγεται ότι «το περιβάλλον είναι ένα
διαμορφωμένο σύνολο φαινομένων,
κατασ τάσ εων και γ εγ ον ότων, που
ερμηνεύουν την ιστορική παρουσία και
την ευθύνη του ανθρώπου στο χώρο».
Μέσα σε μια τέτοια κατάσταση ο
άνθρωπος δρα πολύ εύκολα, ακόμα και
ασυνείδητα, για να καλύψει τις επικείμενες
ανάγκες του. Μέσα σε αυτή τη δίνη των
διαφόρων απόψεων και των ποικίλων
φαινομένων, οι σκέψεις των Τριών Ιεραρχών
είναι περισσότερο από ποτέ επίκαιρες και
διαχρονικές. Μπορούν να καθοδηγήσουν
δημιουργικά το μεγάλο ενδιαφέρον για το
περιβάλλον, όπως εκδηλώνεται στη δική
μας εποχή.
Εξετάζοντας τη θεώρηση του κόσμου
και του ανθρώπου από διαφορετική σκοπιά,
παρουσιάζεται αδυναμία για να δοθεί
απάντηση στο χάσμα που υπάρχει μεταξύ
των φιλοσοφικών εννοιών. Το χάσμα
αυτό φαίνεται ιδιαίτερα έκδηλο σε βασικά
θέματα κοσμολογίας και ιδιαίτερα στον
προσδιορισμό της έννοιας της δημιουργίας.
Η έννοια της δημιουργίας του υλικού
και του πνευματικού κόσμου από το μηδέν
είναι χριστιανική έννοια, που δεν φαίνεται

να γίνεται αποδεκτή από την ελληνική
φιλοσοφική σκέψη.
Το δόγμα της δημιουργίας «εκ του
μηδενός» καθιστά αδύνατη την ουσιαστική
σύνδεση ανάμεσα στη χριστιανική και τη
φιλοσοφική κοσμολογία.
Οι Έλληνες φιλόσοφοι έφταναν στην
παραδοχή της υπάρξεως του Θεού από την
παρατήρηση της τάξεως, της σκοπιμότητας
και της αρμονίας του φυσικού κόσμου, ενώ
οι Τρεις Ιεράρχες έβλεπαν να φανερώνεται
το μεγαλείο του Θεού κυρίως στο γεγονός
της παρουσίας του μέσα στον κόσμο και
την Ιστορία.
Σύμφωνα με τη διδασκαλία των Τριών
Ιεραρχών, όλα τα όντα και κάθε τι που είναι
κτιστό δημιούργημα, βρίσκονται στη φύση
σε μια διαρκή δυναμική κατάσταση.
Ο κόσμος, «ως δημιούργημα του
Θεού», έχει την αιτία και τον σκοπό της
υπάρξεώς του στο Θεό και την αναλογία
στον άνθρωπο, που είναι εικόνα του
Δημιουργού. Γι’ αυτό, το περιβάλλον δεν
θα μπορούσε να εξεταστεί ανεξάρτητα από
τον άνθρωπο και τον Θεό, αλλά ούτε πάλι
μπορεί να ερμηνευτεί χωρίς να έχουμε ως
γνώμονα τον ανθρώπινο προορισμό.
Στη σκέψη των Τριών Ιεραρχών
η κοσμολογία και η ανθρωπολογία
συνυπάρχουν και αλληλοερμηνεύονται
μέσα στο ευρύτερο πλαίσιο της Θεολογίας.
Το περιβάλλον συμμερίζεται και
ακολουθεί τις επιπτώσεις από την εξέλιξη
της πορείας του ανθρώπου εκφράζοντάς
το όχι μόνο κοσμολογικά αλλά και ηθικά.
Η αδυναμία του αν θρ ώπου να
προσαρμοστεί στο περιβά λ λον δεν
οφείλεται στην άρνηση ή την εχθρότητα του
περιβάλλοντος. Οφείλεται στο γεγονός ότι
ο άνθρωπος προσπαθεί να δημιουργήσει
ένα δικό του περιβάλλον, αυτό δηλαδή
που είναι για το συμφέρον του. Έτσι,
το δημιουργικό του έργο μεταβάλλεται
σε ένα «βιασμό» της φύσεως με πρώτο
θύμα τον ίδιο τον άνθρωπο. Η ληστρική

διάθεση απέναντι στη φύση και η ανήλεη
εκμετάλλευσή της γίνεται τρόπος ζωής με
οδυνηρά αποτελέσματα που οδηγούν στον
εξευτελισμό της ανθρώπινης αξιοπρέπειας
με όλη την τραγικότητά της.
Όμως η αλλοτρίωση του ανθρώπου
από το περιβάλλον έχει και θετικό
περιεχόμενο. Σύμφωνα με τη διδασκαλία
των Τριών Ιεραρχών, υποβοηθεί πέραν των
άλλων και την ορθή διαπαιδαγώγηση του
ανθρώπου.
Για του Τρεις Ιεράρχες το ανθρώπινο
περιβάλλον στην παρούσα μορφή του
θεωρείται «γ υμνάσιον αρετής» και
«διδασκαλείον αιωνιότητας».
Μέσα σε αυτό ο άνθρωπος μιμείται τον
Πλάστη του, όσο μπορεί, και σκιαγραφεί
την ευταξία του Θεογενούς περιβάλλοντος.
Το ανθρωπογενές περιβάλλον δεν
είναι, λοιπόν, μόνο το πλαίσιο ή το βάθρο
στο οποίο ξεδιπλώνεται η ανθρώπινη
ιστορία, αλλά αποτελεί την έκφραση της
ποιότητας της ζωής του ανθρώπου, ο οποίος
παλεύει να επιτύχει την ολοκλήρωσή του.
Επιπλέον, ο άνθρωπος ως εικόνα
του Θεού έχει το μοναδικό προνόμιο να
είναι συνδημιουργός με τον Θεό. Χωρίς
να δημιουργεί βέβαια από το μηδέν, έχει
τη δύναμη και το καθήκον να επεμβαίνει
προκειμένου να το διασφαλίζει από την
καταστρφή ή τον αφανισμό.
Ένας άνθρωπος με ευαισθησία δεν
βλέπει το περιβάλλον με αδιαφορία. Το
βλέπει με σεβασμό και αγάπη σαν έργο του
Θεού, με έντονη ευθύνη, χωρίς να μπορεί
να ανεχθεί οποιαδήποτε καταστροφή.
Αυτή την ωραιότητα της σχέσης
ανθρώπου και περιβάλλοντος ύμνησαν
όλοι οι δάσκαλοι της πνευματικής ζωής.
Κατά τη διδασκαλία των Τριών Ιεραρχών
η επανασύνδεση του ανθρώπου με το Θεό
τον επαναφέρει στη φυσική του κατάσταση
και του δημιουργεί αίσθημα ασφάλειας.
Μέσα στον κόσμο που μας περιβάλλει,
λέγει ο Μέγας Βασίλειος, ο άνθρωπος

μοιάζει με έναν ταξιδιώτη, που για να
φτάσει στο τέρμα κάνει κάποιους σταθμούς
αλλά δεν σταθμεύει μόνιμα, προκειμένου
να φτάσει στη λύτρωσή του. Η λύτρωση
του ανθρώπου από τα δεσμά της φθοράς
θα έχει σαν συνέπεια την εξημέρωση του
περιβάλλοντος.
Τότε η φυσική πραγματικότητα και
η ανθρώπινη φύση θα συμφιλιωθούν
ολοκληρωτικά και δημιουργικά και το
χάσμα του φόβου και της φθοράς ανάμεσα
στον άνθρωπο και το περιβάλλον δεν θα
υπάρχει πια, δημιουργώντας μια χαρούμενη
προσδοκία.
Σήμερα ο άνθρωπος έχει χάσει την
αίσθηση του μέτρου σε τραγικό βαθμό. Το
φυσικό μας περιβάλλον έχει περιορισμένες
δυνατότητες αντοχής στις ποικί λης
μορφής επεμβάσεις μας με τα γνωστά
αποτελέσματα.
Επ ι δ ι ώ κ ον τα ς ν α κ άν ο υ μ ε το
περιβάλλον μας, τη γη μας, παράδεισο
αφθονίας και ευτυχίας με τις ανεξέλεγκτες
παρεμβάσεις μας, οδηγούμαστε σε
απρόβλεπτες και καταστροφικές συνέπειες.
Η εικόνα που διαγράφεται στο
περιβάλλον είναι η εικόνα του ίδιου του
ανθρώπου. Γι’ αυτό κάθε πραγματική
αλλαγή σε αυτό έχει σαν απαραίτητη
προϋπόθεση την αλλαγή του ίδιου του
εαυτού μας.
Αν υπάρξει ο σεβασμός, τότε η φυσική
πραγματικότητα και η ανθρώπινη φύση
θα συμφιλιωθούν ολοκληρωτικά και
δημιουργικά.
Οι σκέψεις και το μήνυμα των Τριών
Ιεραρχών για τη συμφι λίωση με το
περιβάλλον και την αποφυγή της άμετρης
παρέμβασης αποτελούν για όλους μας
σήμερα μια ιστορική οικουμενική αλήθεια.
*Ο Δρ. Ιωάννης Ευθυμιόπουλος
είναι Διευθυντής Ελληνικής Παιδείας
Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής

40

250.00

40

525.00

call for price

Visit www.Kanesbbq.com
to view detailed illustrations
of all Kanes barbecues and
for more information and pricing.
You may also visit our factory at
Kanes Kamp Kitchen,
23 Alabama Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11207

75

40

30
425.00

30

19

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2018

CLERGY-LAITY CONGRESS
44th C-L Congress to Take Place July 1-5
from page 1

witness in new and dynamic ways, and
will lead others to Christ and the abundant and blessed life in Him.
As we plan our Clergy-Laity Congress, I ask the faithful of our Holy
Archdiocese to consider this theme and
its implications for our work in our parishes, ministries, organizations, and resources. We also ask all of our parishes
to support and send delegates so that we
can have full participation in this vital
event of our Greek Orthodox Church in
America. Our Clergy-Laity Congress is

a blessed time to gather in faith, fellowship, and love with a focus on evaluating and planning our work of ministry.
May our preparations be guided by the
presence of Christ, by the power of our
faith in Him, and by our commitment to
share the unlimited possibilities and the
tremendous power of our faith in Christ.

With paternal love in Him,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

Reflecting on the Congress Theme
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
We greet you in the love and grace
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as
we continue in our preparations for our
44th Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress
and the national meeting of the Greek
Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society
which will convene July 1 to 5 in Boston, Massachusetts.
The theme for our Congress is All
Things are Possible to the One Who
Believes in Christ. This theme and
our understanding of its implications
are critical to the work of our Parishes,
our Metropolises and our Holy Archdiocese. From the truth of the Gospel
and the words of our Lord who said, all
things are possible to him who believes
(Mark 9:23), we affirm that our faith in
Christ makes possible the impossible,
reachable the unreachable, and achievable the unachievable. Our belief in
Him defeats the power of sin and death,
transforms our lives, and leads us to salvation. We know that our unwavering
faith in Christ will help us overcome
any challenges, will extend our witness
in new and dynamic ways, and will lead
others to Christ and to the blessed life
in Him.
Throughout the Holy Scriptures
we see the power and potential of faith.
Faith is shown in the marvelous works
of God among His people and the amazing miracles of Christ. Through His life
and ministry and His glorious Resurrection, we see that through faith we can
have life and have it abundantly (John
10:10). We also see the power of faith in
the lives of the Apostles and others who
were committed to the way of the Lord
and to sharing the Gospel. This was
true not only in their inspirational and
miraculous ministry, but also through all
they endured.
The Apostle Paul acknowledged
this when he wrote of the many trials he
faced during his journeys: Three times
I have been shipwrecked; a night and a
day I have been adrift at sea; on frequent
journeys, in danger from rivers, danger
from robbers…in toil and hardship,
through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold
and exposure. (2 Corinthians 11:25-27).
Through faith and the assurance of the
promises of God he endured all of this
and much more, knowing that all things
are possible to the one who believes. In
his letter to the Philippians he affirmed
this: In any and all circumstances I have

learned the secret of facing plenty and
hunger, abundance and want. I can do
all things in Him who strengthens me.
(Philippians 4:12-13)
This acclamation by the Apostle
Paul that all things are possible through
faith in Christ affirms the fulfillment of
the promise of our Lord to His disciples
and to us. He said, He who believes
in me will also do the works that I do,
and greater works than these will he do.
(John 14:12) Christ is telling us that
through faith, the impossible is now possible. He is saying that the power that
works miracles, that heals, that brings
hope in the midst of hopelessness, that
offers life abundant and eternal, is the
power given to those who believe to do
even greater works than the Son of God.
All things are possible! Amazing and
marvelous things that transform lives
and save souls!
All things are possible to the one
who believes in Christ, and with the assurance of this promise we hear Him
say, If you ask anything in my name, I
will do it (John 14:14). Through faith,
through the power of His grace and
presence, we have His word, I will do
it. Consider the limitless potential of
what we can do. Reflect on the boundless possibilities of our lives and ministry. Contemplate the tremendous and
immeasurable opportunities before us in
the work of our parishes and throughout
our Holy Archdiocese. (Through our
faith in Christ all things are possible!)
In our journey through Holy and
Great Lent, I ask that you prayerfully
reflect on our theme and its meaning
for your life and for the ministry and
witness of our Church in America. In
future articles we will explore the implications of the promises of our Lord
in these areas, so that we can gather together in Boston to consider the great
and marvelous works that will come
through our faith and through the power
and presence of Christ. May His abundant blessings be with you, and may
you be assured and inspired by knowing
all things are possible with God. (Mark
10:27)
With paternal love in Christ,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America
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Thoughts From L.A.
‘It’s Not Going According to Plan!’
By Fr. John Bakas
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In this high tech age, I still use a
Pocket Day-Timer to “regulate” my
time planning. I still like the feel of paper and pen. For most of my day-timer
life, I began each day making a “to do”
list and then spent the rest of the day
checking it off with what got done!
After decades of trying to govern my
life by lists, it has finally hit me that if I
can’t get even one day to go according
to plan, what am I doing trying to get
weeks or even months to go “according to plan?” As a priest, I don’t think
there has been one day when my schedule has gone the way I planned it. My
life has not gone in straight paths. Most
people’s lives have not either. My path
has often been in circles.
I now begin my day with a different idea than that of a list. Things just
don’t always go according to plan. I
now begin it with the realization that
we have a choice every day regarding
the attitudes we will embrace for the
plan of the day. We cannot change the
past…we cannot control the results and
outcome of our “to do” list. The only
thing we can do is to be in control of
our attitudes. I am convinced that life is
actually 10 percent what happens to me
and 90 percent how I react to it.
A case in point is what happened to
me last year on an unusually hot September day trying to visit a 19-year-old
Greek Orthodox young man in the Los
Angeles county jail. He was charged
with possession, use and sale of heroine. His frantic father called me from
the Midwest and wanted me to help
this boy or at least see that he was ok.
Waiting for the wheels of the L.A.
jail system to turn and give me access
to the boy in this mammoth facility was
exasperatingly slow and exhausting. I
watched prostitutes being bailed out,
lawyers with bulging briefcases bailing
out their clients; drug dealers bailing
out their peddlers; girls bailing out their
boyfriends; and drunks who disturbed
the peace the night before slinking out
on their own.
As I took in the sleazy parade, I hate
to admit that I began to see everyone in
it as a full-time obsessive-compulsive,
addictive, hopeless loser. By noon, I
lost the desire to know any more about
them than that. At mid-afternoon, still
waiting to see the young man, I decided
to go out for a cold drink. As I walked
out the doors, I met a tall lanky African-American man, wearing a black
suit with a priest’s clerical collar…a
jail chaplain, I thought, on his way out
at the end of a day’s work of grace. I
introduced myself on our way to the
parking lot. He gave me the feeling that
he had time to talk awhile. So I asked
him to join me for a drink. “Glad to,”

he said. “There’s a Denny’s restaurant
right around the block.”
It turned out he wasn’t a priest. He
was an insurance salesman. He devoted
one day out of every week to bring a
moment of comfort and grace to those
locked up in the Los Angeles county
jail. He wore the clerical collar so that
everyone there knew what he was up
to. I asked him the same sort of questions any cynical curious citizen would.
“Don’t you keep meeting the same
people coming in and going out?” Recidivists, repeaters, losers? “Well” he
replied, “every person locked up in
that jail has got somebody with a key
to let him out. But I meet people in my
business everyday who are locked up
in a cell inside their hearts and nobody
on earth has a key to let them out. So
I don’t see an enormous difference between them.”
“Okay, I said, “true enough, but
still, aren’t most of the men and women
you meet inside this jail hard-core losers?” I was thinking, God forgive me,
the same thing about the young man I
was hoping to visit. “Well, maybe they
are but that’s not the way I divide people up. The only two categories of people I really care about are the forgiven
people and the unforgiven people.” He
had me. I wore the legitimate clerical
collar, his was for access, yet I was the
Pharisee wearing a cross of Him who
was thought of as a loser and criminal.
On the cross in agony He said: “Father
forgive them for they do not know what
they do.”
Ten percent is what happened to
me that day and 90 percent was how I
responded in attitude. That jail encounter with the insurance salesman opened
my eyes and changed my attitude and I
realized that as God’s children we are
not losers but capable of redemption.
After a number of visits, prayer and intercession with the court on his behalf,
the young man was eventually released
on bail, made contact with his family
but was sentenced to 2-½ years in jail.
But at least he is receiving drug rehabilitation in his incarceration and as a
first-time offender he is up for parole
early next year.
Thank God. Life rarely happens
according to plan. It sure didn’t that
day. In the 90 percent personal response to the 10 percent, it is best to say
may God’s will be done. Fortunately,
He is in control of it all. “Trust in the
Lord with all your heart, and lean not
on your own understanding in all your
ways, acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct your paths.” (Prov. 3:5-6)
Fr. John Bakas is dean of St. Sophia Cathedral in Los Angeles and adjunct professor of Orthodox Theology
at Loyola Marymount University Department of Theology

Staying Alert to Computer Threats
from page 8

ing scam that targets high profile executives with access to highly valuable information and the people who support
those executives.
Hackers in a whaling attack use
social-engineering to trick users into

divulging bank account data, employee
personnel details, customer information
or credit card numbers, or even to make
wire transfers to someone they believe
is the CEO or CFO of the company.
Theo Nicolakis is chief information
officer for the Archdiocese.

21

JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2018

Education

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Students of the Greek schools who received the Three Hierarchs Awards at the ceremony at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral in New York.

Three Hierarchs Awards Ceremony Honors 65 Students
NEW YORK – A special event
within the annual celebrations for the
Three Hierarchs and the Day of Greek
Letters is the Three Hierarchs Award of
Excellence Ceremony, took place Jan.
28 at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral.
Archbishop Demetrios awarded the
Three Hierarchs Award of Excellence
to 65 students of the Greek American

day and afternoon schools who excelled
in the Comprehensive Examination in
Modern Greek, known as Greek Regents, last June.
(https://www.goarch.org/en/departments/education)
Addressing the audience, the Archbishop expressed his gratitude to the
priests, teachers and parents for their
devotion to preserving the Greek lan-

guage, and the Orthodox faith.
Athena Kromidas, principal of the
“William Spyropoulos” Greek-American Day School of St. Nicholas, Flushing, was the keynote speaker.
She referred to the humble and difficult life of the Three Hierarchs - St.
Basil the Great, St. Gregory the Theologian and St. John Chrysostom - and
their holy life work that shaped Christi-

anity. She emphasized their contribution
to the cultivation of Greek Letters and
the Hellenic-Christian civilization.
On the Three Hierarchs feast day,
Jan. 30, Archbishop Demetrios celebrated a special Divine Liturgy for students
of the Archdiocesan schools and immediately afterwards hosted a “vassilopita
cutting” reception for educators, administrators, parents and students.

Education
Office Holds
Spelling Bee
Finals
The Archdiocesan Spelling Bee
Finals for the students of the District’s
Greek-American Day Schools took
place Jan. 11 at Archdiocese headquarters.
Twelve students participated this
year: six finalists and six runners-up.
Eighth grader George Chudley was
the finalist. Sixth grader Demetra Chudley was the runner-up. Both are students at Holy Trinity Cathedral School
in Manhattan. The winning word was
“ameliorate.”
John Atanas, assistant principal of
the Greek American Institute, in the
Bronx, and Ms. Helen Zapantis gave the
words to the students.
Students and their schools are listed
below.
Finalists names appear first, followed by the runners-up.
W. Spyropoulos Greek-American
School, Flushing - Andreas Vasiliadis,
Achilleas Ioannou
St. Demetrios Greek-American
School, Astoria - Evgenia Katehis, Nicole-Katerina Tiliakos
Greek-American Institute, Bronx Joseph Rachiele, Emmanuel Perselis
Cathedral School, New York -

Above Participants from the Direct Archdiocese District Greek American Day Schools with their teachers and parents, and Archdiocese representatives.
Below Bishop Sevastianos with George Chudley and Demetra Chudley. (Orthodox Observer photos)

George Chudley, Demetra Chudley
A. Fantis Parochial School, Brooklyn - Lily Torre, Gabriel Tramontana
D.G.K. Parochial School of Holy
Cross, Brooklyn - Katerina Koukoulis,
Grigory Ivanov
Fr. Chrysostom Panos welcomed
the students on behalf of Archbishop
Demetrios and offered a prayer. At the
end of the event, Bishop Sevastianos
of Zelon presented each student with a
“Certificate of Award.”
Nick Katsoris, president of the
Loukoumi Foundation, which sponsors
the Archdiocesan District Spelling Bee
Competition, offered each school bee
one copy of Loukoumi’s latest publication, and $100 and $500 to the finalist.
The Spelling Bee competitions are
sponsored by The E.W. Scripps Com-

pany. They are open to boys and girls,
in grades 5 through 8. In New York
City competitions are sponsored by the
newspaper DAILY NEWS.
The Direct Archdiocesan District

Office of Education, headed by Maria
Makedon, selects the words and coordinates the competitions among the New
York City Parochial Greek-American
Day Schools.
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Religious Education

St. photios Shrine

Great Lent and Adult Education National Shrine Essay Contest
looking for a “closer read” of the texts. Winners Announced
They want to know the origins of our

By Rev. Dr. Anton Vrame

With Great Lent approaching,
many parishes will offer a Lenten lecture series or other educational programs for the faithful. These are often
held after Pre-sanctified Liturgy on
Wednesday night or after Salutations
services on Friday night (the usual pattern in most Greek Orthodox parishes).
Because Great Lent has a strong
catechetical feel and the origins of Great
Lent were connected to the final preparation of catechumens for baptism at the
Paschal vigil, an educational series this
time of year makes a great deal of sense.
Guest lecturers, frequently theologians from our seminaries or other experts, will speak to an adult audience
and then allow some time for questions
and discussion. This format raises the
question, “Is this good adult education?”
It also raises additional questions, dealing with the kinds of adult education we
need in our parishes, in recognition that
educating adults is (or at least should
be) different than educating children.
Adult religious education usually
falls along three basic categories: Learning the Tradition; Deepening Knowledge of the Tradition; Applying the Tradition.
Learning the Tradition. Many of
the adults in Orthodox parishes grew up
at a time where there were few religious
education programs or resources available. This has left a large percentage of
adults in parishes largely uninformed
about basics of the Orthodox Faith. And
even if they did participate in some programs when they were young, many
adults may have forgotten the religious
lessons of childhood. And the lessons of
childhood would not have been as “sophisticated” as the lessons we can offer
an adult.
Learning the basics of the Faith is
thus an important dimension of adult
religious education. Sermons, lectures,
discussion groups, book clubs can be
organized around basic topics. For example: what’s contained in the Bible,
what happens in the Liturgy, the doctrinal statement of the Creed and other
issues.
Deepening Knowledge of the Tradition. There will be parishioners who
want to go deeper than basics. They are

practices or the debates that led to the
expression of doctrines in the Councils.
They are interested in reading the sources themselves so that they can come to
a deeper knowledge and appreciation
of the Orthodox Faith, its riches, its
breadth and depth.
While the approach of reading and
discussion groups would be similar,
the difference is the intensity of focus.
Instead of a general sweep through a
topic, for example, the New Testament,
a group would focus on one Gospel or
one Epistle, thus creating the opportunity for a closer study.
Applying the Tradition. There
will be parishioners who want to move
beyond themselves and apply their faith
in the world, and that application is being combined with study of the faith
itself. Service projects are an important
aspect of this, but combining service
with study of the faith is key. Reading
a Patristic text on wealth and poverty
combined with working in a social service program would be an example of
this kind of educational opportunity.
Reading and reflecting on social or moral issues could lead to action by parishioners, or just help them in a profession.
For example, medical personnel might
have many questions about bio-ethical
concerns, which they deal with daily in
their work. Parishioners could prepare
for encounters to share their faith with
people from other backgrounds. For
example, studying the history of Orthodoxy in America can lead a group to an
encounter with parishioners from other
Orthodox jurisdictions. It could expand
to encounters with non-Orthodox or
even non-Christians, sharing various elements of our Faith, practices, and history with others.
Parishes can and should begin to
expand their offerings to adult parishioners, quite possibly along these lines.
One important step as you begin to organize an adult education program is
asking the parishioners what they would
like to study, when they would be more
likely to attend, and for how long (how
many weeks, how long per meeting,
etc.). An important difference between
adult education and childhood education is that adults can tell you what they
want.
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St. Irene Ladies Philoptohos Society
30 Race Street
Charleston, South Carolina 29403

By Polly Hillier

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - St. Photios
Greek Orthodox National Shrine Essay
Program Chairman Katherine Bacalis,
announced the results of the 13th annual
event. This annual competition presents
a choice of two topics for teenagers to
research and write about. They were as
follows:
1) There are many historic and sacred sites throughout the world. What
makes St. Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine a historic and significant
site for Greek Orthodox Christians?
2) Most Americans born in the
United States can trace their family’s
history to an ancestor who came to
America from a foreign country. Compare and contrast your family’s immigrant history with the immigrant history
of the New Smyrna colonists of 1768.
Bacalis reported that 11 teens, ages
13-19, responded to this competition
with Apostolos-Christos E. Lianos, of
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church in
Wauwatosa, Wis., placing first; Ioannis
Panagiotis Nikas of St. George Church
in Chicago, placing second; and Odysseas Vassilios Nikas also of St George
Church, placing third.
The committee will send signed
certificates from Archbishop Demetrios
to all essayists including Helen Sofia
Cadotte, Annunciation Cathedral, Detroit; Reema Choueiri of St. Nektarios,
Charlotte, N.C; George Chudley of Kimisis Tis Theotokou of The Hamptons,
N.Y; Panagiotis Kurtis of St. Andrew,

South Bend, Ind; Domenica Pusic of
Holy Trinity, Raleigh, N.C; Angelia
Poulopoulos of St Demetrios in Rocky
River, Ohio; Cindy Samaan of St
Demetrios, Daytona, Fla; and Ellie Stamatogiannakis of St. John, Jacksonville,
Fla., recognizing their efforts.
St. Photios Foundation First Vice
President Archon Dr. Manuel N. Tissura offered special thanks to the estate
of Mrs. Kathie D’Anna and the AHEPA
Chapter No. 6 Socrates Chapter in Jacksonville, Fla., for providing the money
needed for the infrastructure of this
program and the prize monies totaling
$850.00. “The general operating budget
is void of cost because of these steadfast benefactors. This allows us to help
our young people learn about the GreekAmerican immigration story and its living memorial, The St. Photios Greek
Orthodox National Shrine.”
Mrs. Bacalis extended her thanks to
Dr. Constantine Santas, Dr. Tony Tsitos,
Donna Bacon and Mrs. Rene Gahagan
for their dedication in serving on the
Essay Committee. Bacalis said, “This
year’s essays showcased the work of
eleven talented writers.
The essays were interesting to read
and were written well, conveying facts
with opinions that captured the spirit
and intent of the topics showing how
they identified themselves as Orthodox
Christians having a pride in their Greek
heritage. As an educator and “senior
citizen,” I am excited to know that our
beautiful Orthodox faith lives on in our
youth. God bless them!”

Feast of Saint Photios

St. Photios National Shrine Day
from page 6

St. Photios did not waiver in his
faith in God, his love of Christ, and his
hope in the grace and truth of our Lord.
This is our inheritance as Greek
Orthodox Christians in this country as
we look to both the witness of St. Photios and of the early Greek immigrants
and settlers who persevered. They
are among the cloud of witnesses, together with generations of our fathers
and mothers who followed them and
who endured the challenges and sorrow of leaving their homeland to find
opportunity here in America. We are
strengthened by their courage. We are
inspired by their faith. Through our
remembrance of their plight and their

sacrifice, we are renewed by the grace
of our Lord to face the challenges and
trials of our contemporary world. As we
commemorate the feast of St. Photios,
as we honor the blessed memory of our
Greek ancestors who came to this land
so long ago, and as we show our support
for our St. Photios National Shrine, may
our minds reflect on their witness and
our hearts be filled with the love of God,
a true love that bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, and endures
all things. (I Corinthians 13:7)
With paternal love in Him,

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

www.charlestongreekcookbook.com
40% discount on orders of 6 or more
Please send me

copies of Popular Greek Recipes at $24.95 each

plus $3.95 per copy for postage & handling.
Enclosed you will find $

Order NOW
with PayPal

for this order.
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Metropolis News
Holy Trinity Church in
Nashville Celebrates 100 Years
NASHVILLE, Tenn. - A year before
Holy Trinity’s Centennial, with the actual day and month unknown, Nov. 3-5,
2017, was selected for the celebration.
When the Centennial Committee began
its research, they found that the first fulltime priest celebrated the first liturgy in
Nashville on November 4, 1917, exactly 100 years before the scheduled celebratory banquet, and, thus, it appeared
that the Holy Spirit was at work even as
plans for the Celebration began.
Because of Nashville’s reputation
as Music City, the celebration weekend
began on Friday with a songwriters’
night and meal provided by Holy Trinity’s AHEPA Chapter.
Saturday, Nov. 4, began at the

church with guest speakers, Fr. Mark
Siestema and Fr. Nicolaos Kotsis, followed by a memorial service for all the
departed clergy and laity known in the
history of the church. A luncheon was
held afterwards in the church hall and
sponsored by the Philoptochos chapter.
Saturday afternoon was highlighted
by the unveiling of a permanent marker
at the original location of the church,
now the site of the Nashville Downtown Convention Center, where the
first 69 years of the church history had
taken place. Archbishop Demetrios cut
the ribbon for the permanent historical
marker.
A banquet followed that evening at
the Marriott with over 300 attendees,

Archbishop Demetrios and Metropolitan Nicholas at the ribbon cutting for the Nashville church centennial
celebration. (Nashville Church photo)

that included a historical video outlining
the past and present of the church which
was presented by local news anchor
and member of Holy Trinity, Demetria
Kalodimos.
The first Hierarchical Divine Liturgy of the second century was celebrated on Nov. 5, 2017, by Archbishop
Demetrios and Metropolitan Nicholas
of Detroit. The church’s second phase
of iconography had just been completed
the week prior to the Centennial Celebration weekend. The Liturgy was followed by a southern barbecue meal.
The Historical Committee put toOrthodox Observer photo
Philoptochos event
Members of the Direct Archdiocesan District Philoptochos Board attend the Vasilopita cutting for their
organization in mid-January conducted by Archbishop Demetrios.

From left: Ted Cappas, Sam Fatsis, Mary Scocos, Mary Margetis, Andreas Kazamias, and George Choles,
(not pictured, Gus Pappas). Back: Fr.Michael Vanderhoef (Assumption Church Photo)

Wisconsin Parish Honors 90-Year-Olds
MADISON, Wis. - Assumption
Church on Dec. 6 honored seven nonagenarians who have been the backbone
of their church for 50 to 60 years. The
members honored for their faithful years
of service, generous support and dedication to Assumption are Mary Margetis,
97; Mary Scocos, 96; Sam Fatsis, 94;
George Choles, 93; Gus Pappas, 93; Ted
Cappas, 92; Andreas Kazamias, 90.
During this celebration a speech
was delivered summarizing their individual histories and roles in the church.
Fr. Michael Vanderhoef presented
these elders with certificates of appre-

ciation after a speech that summarized
their individual histories and church
roles.
At the dinner following liturgy they
were given golden tickets to the 90-plus
Club, entitling them to complimentary Assumption luncheon and dinner
events. Biographies of each elder were
distributed at the dinner honoring these
pillars of the community.
World War II veterans George Choles, Ted Cappas and Sam Fatsis were
honored by a Badgers Honor Flight to
Washington in 2011 for their patriotic
service.

gether a decade by decade history of
the church, including personal memorabilia, newspaper articles and wedding
photos. These permanent historical
boards form a museum-like feature that
are now displayed in the church’s educational wing.
Throughout the weekend, the diversity of Holy Trinity and its inclusivity of
many people from different ethnic backgrounds and converts to Orthodoxy was
celebrated. It is hoped that our church
will continue to be a light on the 13-acre
hill it occupies in South Nashville for
another century.
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Obituaries
Fr. Charles Sarelis
PLYMOUTH, Mich. - The Rev.
Eustratios “Charles” Sarelis died Dec.
21, 2017, at age 83. He was born July
3, 1934, in Boston to Peter Emmanuel
Sarelis and Mary Chiotis, both of Lesvos, Greece.
His graduated from Boston Latin
School and enrolled at Holy Cross
School of Theology where he earned a
BD degree. He also received an STM in
1959 from Boston University School of
Theology, a Licentia Theologica in 1961
from the University of Athens School of
Theology in Greece, and studied pastoral psychology, mental health, and substance and alcohol abuse at the Boston
Institute of Mental Health and Boston
Memorial Hospital.
He married Angela Barlas of Boston in 1958. They had three children:
Mary, Peter and Philip.
In 1961 he was ordained to the
deaconate by Archbishop Iakovos and
served as his archdeacon. Fr. Sarelis
was the first married archdeacon of the
Archdiocese of North and South America. He was ordained to the priesthood in
1962 by Bishop Gerasimos of Abydos.
He served as assistant priest at St.
Spyridon, in Washington Heights-Manhattan; and as priest at the parishes of
St. Paraskevi, Greenlawn, N.Y; Holy
Cross, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY; St.
Nicholas, Wyckoff, N.Y; Holy Cross,
Pittsburgh, St. Nicholas, Detroit, St.
George Cathedral, Manchester, N.H.;
and Annunciation in Kansas City.
When fire destroyed St. Paraskevi
Church in Greenlawn in 1964, Fr.
Charles led the rebuilding effort and

parish reorganization. While there, he
established the Shrine of Saint Paraskevi with holy water sent to the parish
from the miraculous spring of the saint
in Therapeia, Constantinople by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras. Miracles and cures attributed to the Saint
continue to this day.
He next served the new parish of
the Holy Cross, Brooklyn, and also was
chaplain to many Orthodox faithful employed at John F. Kennedy Airport and
Olympic Airways, Fr. Charles developed the St. Nicholas Chapel in the airport’s Protestant Pavilion at the airport.
Fr. Charles was elected to two
terms as president of the Pan-Lesvian
Society of America. To better his children’s learning environment, the family
moved to Wyckoff, N.J. where he assumed pastoral duties at the new parish
of St. Nicholas.
Over the years, in addition to his
pastoral duties, Fr. Charles served on
the ecclesiastical courts in various dioceses and on the Mixed Councils.
He was appointed advisor to the
Columbia University Orthodox Christian Fellowship by the Archdiocese
and as Board secretary of Saint Basil’s
Academy.
In Detroit, Father Charles trained
and was commissioned chaplain of the
Detroit Police Department (1983-1985).
In 1986, he was appointed chaplain to the New Hampshire State Police
Commission in Concord and served as
chaplain in the Veterans Administration
Hospitals in Northport, L.I., Allen Park,
Mich., and Kansas City, Mo. He also

CLERGY UPDATE
Ordinations to the Diaconate:

Mastakas, George – by Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey at Holy Transfiguration Church, Charlottesville, Va. 11/18/17
Zaferes, Christopher – Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco – Ascension
Cathedral, Oakland, Calif. 12/31/17

Ordinations to the Priesthood:

Dn. George Mastakas – Metropolitan Evangelos – St. George Church, Bethesda, Md. 11/19/17
Dn. Panagiotis Papazafiropoulos – Archbishop Demetrios – St. Catherine-St.
George Church, Astoria, NY 01/28/18

Assignments:

Fr. Zachary Thornbury – St. George Cathedral, Greenville, S.C. 06/24/17
Fr. Sarantis Loulakis – Dormition of the Theotokos Church, Greensboro, N.C.
12/01/17
Fr. Thomas Lynch – St. John the Baptist Church, Pueblo, Colo. 12/15/17
V. Rev. Fr. Nektarios Cottros – St. George Church, Piscataway, N.J. 01/01/18
Fr. George Kolios – St. Markella Church, Wantagh, N.Y. 01/01/18
Fr. George Mastakas – Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Frederick, Md. 01/01/18
Dn. Christopher Zaferes – Annunciation Cathedral, Columbus, Ohio 01/01/18
Fr. Mark Curtright – St. Dionysios Church, Overland Park, KS 02/15/18

Offikia:

Fr. Anastasios Bourantas – Office of Protopresbyter bestowed by Metropolitan
Evangelos of New Jersey 01/14/18

Retired Clergy:

Fr. Peter A. Day 07/01/17
Fr. Constantine Combitsis 01/01/18

Receptions:

Fr. Romanos Galben, (from the Metropolis of Mesogaias and Lavreotikis)

Suspensions:

V. Rev. Fr. Gerasimos Makris 01/18/18

Fr. Sarelis
was named by the State of New York as
the first Eastern Orthodox chaplain in
the New York State Mental Hospitals of
Pilgrim State and King’s Park on Long
Island, NY.
As the Archdiocese Youth Ministry
Office associate director, he was responsible for the Scouting programs, Father
Charles represented the Archdiocese at
the National Boy Scout Headquarters in
New Brunswick, N.J., and was elected
the Eastern Orthodox Committee on
Scouting (EOCS) chairman. During
his tenure, the Chi Rho, St. George and
Prophet Elias religious emblem award
programs were developed. He served
on the Daniel Webster Council, N.H.,
executive board, the Max Silber Eagle
Scout Museum Board, and was chairman in Detroit. In 1983, Fr. Charles
received the Silver Beaver Award, Detroit Council and in 2002, the EOCS’
Prophet Elias adult award.
As chaplain, he attended the VII
National Jamboree in Coeur D’Alene,
Idaho, and the International Jamborees

on Mt. Fuji, Asagiri Heights, Japan; as
chaplain general of the US contingent;
in Lillehammer, Norway; and in Kopparbo, Sweden, as associate chaplain
general.
Invited to Washington, Fr. Charles
gave the opening prayer in the House of
Representatives as the guest of Speaker
Thomas “Tip” O’Neil of Massachusetts, and in the Senate by Sen. Bob
Dole of Kansas and also gave the opening prayer at ceremonies where Dole
announced his candidacy for President
in 1996.
In 1985, Fr. Charles was inducted
into the Pi Lambda Theta (ΠΛΘ) National Professional Association for
Excellence in Education. He was a
founding member of AHEPA Ramapo
Chapter, Wyckoff, NJ. He served on the
Alpha Chapter board in Detroit and as
advisor to the Phydias Chapter and District 10 of the Sons of Pericles, Mich.
He also was a founding member of the
Queen City Kiwanis, Manchester, N.H.
Visitation and funeral services were
held at his retirement parish of The
Nativity of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church in Plymouth, Mich. A
Divine Liturgy was held for Fr. Charles
with Fr. John Artemas presiding.
Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit
conducted the funeral service with seven other priests from the Detroit metropolitan area. The Metropolitan gave the
eulogy and read a letter from Archbishop Demetrios praising Fr. Charles’ years
of faithful service.
Burial was at the Romanian Monastery of the Holy Dormition in Rives
Junction where he and Presbytera will
be prayed for at every Liturgy.
Memorial donations may be made
to the Nativity of the Virgin Mary Iconography Fund. These should be sent to
The Nativity of the Virgin Mary Greek
Orthodox Church, ATTN: Rev. Fr.
Nicholas Marcus, 39851 W. Five Mile
Road, Plymouth, MI 48170

Fr. Peter C. Kyriakos
This obituary is being reprinted
due to a production error in the previous issue.
PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. – Fr. Peter Kyriakos, a retired priest who had
served parishes in Massachusetts, New
Jersey, Virginia and elsewhere, died
June 29 in Florida at age 76.
He was born Jan. 11, 1941 in Boston. He graduated from Boston University with a degree in public relations in
1965. He earned a masters in counseling from Nova University in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 1984, and a Masters
in Divinity from Holy Cross School of
Theology in 1987.
He married Eva Marie Ide of Wernswig, Germany, in February 1989 and

was ordained a deacon Nov. 5 1989,
by Metropolitan Silas of New Jersey
at St. John the Theologian Cathedral in
Tenafly.
A week later, on Nov. 12, he was
ordained a priest by Bishop Methodios
of Boston.
He served the following parishes: St. John-Tenafly, N.J., St. Elpis,
Hopewell, Va., Sts. Constantine and
Helen, Webster, Mass., Kimisis tis Theotokou, Manchester, N.H., and St. John
Chrysostom in Hobe Sound, Fla., as a
second priest.
He retired March 6, 2006.
Survivors include his presvytera,
Evangelia Kyriakos of Port St. Lucie.
Funeral service was July 1.

Fr. Elias Mentis
GULF SHORES, Ala. – Fr. Louis
Elias Mentis, 97, a retired priest, died
Nov. 21, 2017. As a priest, he had served
parishes in New York state, Iowa, Pennsylvania and Maryland. He retired in
1986.
He was born Oct. 14, 1920, in Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada, where he received his public education. He attended
Bishops University in Quebec for a year
and Holy Cross Theological School for
five years.
He married Irene Raptis of Johnsonburg, Pa., and they had three children,

Panagiotis, Angeliki and Constantinos.
He was ordained a deacon July 20,
1957, in the Chapel of St. Paul at Archdiocese headquarters, and as a priest at
Prophet Elias Church in Yonkers, N.Y.,
on July 21, 1957.
Fr. Mentis went on to serve the parishes of St. Nicholas, Jamestown, N.Y.;
Holy Trinity, Sioux City, Iowa; Holy
Trinity, Harrisburg, Pa.; St. Catherine,
Ithaca, N.Y; and St. Theodore in Brandywine, Md., before retiring.
He was predeceased by his presbytera in September 2015.
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Epiphany 2018
Many Parishes Hold
Water Blessing and
Cross-Diving Events
Numerous communities celebrated Epiphany in January as they do every year, with outdoor Blessing of the
Waters and cross-diving events held
on various dates.
However, there was a notable exception. Because of the intense snow
storm and blizzard that paralyzed air
travel in the Northeast, Archbishop
Demetrios could not travel to Tarpon
Springs to celebrate the nation’s oldest
and largest Epiphany event.
Metropolitan Alexios and local clergy did hold the celebration as
scheduled.
Elsewhere, several communities
did hold blessing services,
Fr. Stephen Supica of Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church and other Orthodox clergy in the Spokane, Wash.,
area blessed the Spokane River.
In the Metropolis of Chicago, 10
such services took place, resulting in
the Mississippi River being the most
blessed body of water in the country.
The following parishes held services:
Minneapolis/St Paul, Minn; Dubuque,
Iowa; Cedar Rapids, Iowa; Sioux City,
Iowa; St Louis, St Basil Greek Orthodox Church in Chicago, Peoria, Ill;
Des Moines, Iowa; Des Plaines, Ill;
and Rockford, Ill.
Assumption Church of Louisville,
Ky., (Metropolis of Detroit) held its
Blessing of the Waters Service at the
Ohio River. This is the fourth time
that this service has been held in Louisville.
The annual South Florida Epiphany Celebration took place was held
on Saturday, January 13th, at Saint
Catherine Greek Orthodox Church in
West Palm Beach, Fla. Bishop Sevastianos of Zela joined with 12 cler-

2. St. Cathrine Church photo
Clockwise from left: 1. Cedar Rapids, Iowa: Fr. Peter Andronache blesses Iowa River on a 10-degree
day. 2. West Palm Beach: Bishop Sevastianos tosses the cross as several boys prepare to dive. 3.
Louisville: Fr. John Boukis and parishioners of Assumption Church at the Ohio River. 4. Des Moines:
Fr. Basil Hickman and other Orthodox clergy with parishioners at the Des Moines and Raccoon rivers.
5. Dubuque: Fr. Dustin Lyon of St. Elias the Prophet Church at the Mississippi. 6. Chicago: Fr. Dimitri
Tobias of St. Basil Church along the Chicago River. 7. Galveston, Texas: Greek Consul General in
Houston Ioannis Stamatekos, cross-retriever Harold Abdul-Ahad, and Fr. Stelios Sitaras of Assumption Church, near the Gulf of Mexico. 8. Minneapolis/St. Paul: Parishioners and clergy of the Twin
Cities churches on a bank of the upper Mississippi.

1. Photo Courtesy of John Ackermen

gy from parishes of the Archdiocese
in Southeast Florida; the Antiochian
Archdiocese, and the OCA. A panOrthodox choir chanted the responses
and hymns. The blessing of the waters
and diving for the Cross took place in
the Intracoastal Waterway behind the
church. His Grace cast the cross with
Mar-a-Lago, the President Trump’s
home, in the background.

4. Photo Courtesy of John Ackermen

8. Photo Courtesy of John Ackermen

7. Assumption Church photo

3. Assumption Church photo

6. Lex Alexander Photography

5. Photo Courtesy of John Ackermen
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San Francisco Folk Dance Festival
2018 FDF Draws Record Attendance in San Francisco
By Kristen Bruskas

SAN FRANCISCO - UPLIFT was
the theme of the 2018 Folk Dance and
Choral Festival (FDF) and the meaning
of that word was evident throughout the
event which was held from Jan. 11-14 at
the Marriott Marquis.
Hands were uplifted in dance, old
and new friends uplifted each others’
spirits, and hearts and voices were uplifted in prayer.
With 108 dance and choral groups
participating, the 42nd Annual FDF
welcomed more than 3,000 registrants
plus additional spectators who enthusiastically watched the dancing and singing over the weekend. This year’s FDF
was one of the largest ever and demonstrates the dynamism of this ministry, also known as a weekend of Faith,
Dance and Fellowship.
“The experience of FDF is hard
to encapsulate into words. This year’s
event was bigger and better, thanks to
the hard work of the FDF Board and
Management Team, but also to the parents, directors, clergy and everyone who
made this gathering possible,” stated
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco. “When I look out at the thousands of
youth and their families attending FDF,
it gives me great hope for the future of
our Church to see such dedication and
love for our faith and heritage.”
On Thursday afternoon, FDF continued its partnership with the Metropolis Philoptochos in a group Diakonia

project, assembling 500 personal hygiene bags which were donated to Compass Family Services, an agency that has
been serving the homeless population in
San Francisco for over 100 years. This
was an excellent opportunity to invest
in the local community and this annual
tradition will continue for many years to
come.
A special video message to welcome the FDF participants from Archbishop Demetrios was shown on Thursday evening at opening ceremonies.
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
offered a congratulatory message at the
beginning of the Awards Ceremony on
Sunday evening.
Two full days of competition on
Friday and Saturday did not fatigue the
participants or the judges.
Sunday afternoon’s coveted competition in the Advanced Senior category
did not disappoint as the ballroom was
filled with eager spectators watching
these top nine groups perform their final suites. Stunning performances were
presented by parishes from California,
Hawaii, Arizona and Washington.
Friday evening’s Glendi featured
regional musicians and turned the ballroom into one big dance floor where the
youth and young adults joined hands
and made new friends as people who
just love Greek folk dance and enjoy being together to celebrate their faith and
culture.
Saturday evening featured an energetic performance by popular Greek

(Above) Pyrkagia from Saint Anthony in Pasadena, CA – Senior Category, First Place
(Below Left) Aloha Youth Choir from Saints Constantine and Helen Cathedral in Honolulu, Hawaii – Choral
Sweepstakes Winner
(Below Right) Young Division III Dancers
Kristen Bruskas photos

Souliotes from Saint Demetrios in Seattle, WA – Choral Division I, Second Place (photo: Kristen Bruskas)

singer, Giorgos Tsalikis. FDF participants were clamoring at the stage, singing along with Tsalikis, taking selfies,
and dancing to his rhythmic music.
A variety of workshops were held
throughout the day on Friday and Saturday, led by Metropolis clergy, ministry
leaders, seminarians and youth workers. The topics addressed contemporary
issues facing our youth and provided
encouragement for their spiritual development. Other workshops were offered
by the Metropolis Family Wellness
Ministry and the Metropolis Missions
and Evangelism Ministry. Rounding out
the topics were workshops on Byzantine Chant, and the benefits of learning
Greek as a second language.
The Divine Liturgy on Sunday
was celebrated by Metropolitan Nikitas of the Dardanelles, with more than
25 clergy participating. Special guest to
FDF, Rev. Dr. Christopher Metropulos, Hellenic College Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology president, addressed the congregation at the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, and
through the generosity of the faithful, a
donation of $10,000 was offered to our
beloved school and seminary.
The Awards Ceremony on Sunday
evening included a special presentation
to Metropolitan Nikitas as the 2018 recipient of the Metropolitan Anthony
Humanitarian Award.
The Elios Charitable Foundation
has been a longtime supporter of FDF
and honored Archon Byron Scordelis
with the 2018 Elios Award of Excellence. Scordelis has a most notewor-

thy career as President and CEO of the
Greater Bay Bancorp.
He is active at his parish of St Nicholas in San Jose, Calif., and serves on
the metropolis All Saints Foundation
Board of Directors.
Dance awards were given out in
eight divisions, as well as Choral awards
in two divisions. The Sweepstakes winners with the overall highest scores in
their respective categories were:
Choral Competition: Aloha Youth
Choir from Sts. Constantine and Helen
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Honolulu.
Division II Dance: Minoan Dancers
2 from the Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox Church, Novato, Calif.
Division I Dance: Olympian Dancers from the Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, Long Beach, Calif.
Congratulations to the FDF Executive team of Fr. Gary Kyriacou – Chairman, Spiro Beckas – Vice Chairman,
and Michael Syrengelas – Finance Director, for their outstanding leadership
during the planning process.
Special thanks also to the 2018
Managing Director Paul Mantas who
led a group of more than 40 young
adults who coordinated all aspects of
FDF including registration, logistics,
stage management, workshops, security, events, marketing and many other
aspects that made FDF 2018 an uplifting experience for all who participated!
Visit the FDF You Tube channel to
watch the competition and witness the
vibrancy of this ministry. A complete
list of winners can be found on the FDF
Facebook page.
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Parish Profile
New Jersey Parish Has Nafpaktian and Cypriot Roots
AT A GLANCE
Name: St. Andrew Greek
Orthodox Church
Location: Randolph, N.J,
Metropolis of New Jersey
Founded: 1962
Clergy: Fr. John Theodosion
(HCHC ‘91)
Size: about 700 (includes 300
on the mailing list)
Web: www.standrewgonj.org
e-mail: info@standrewgonj.
org
Noteworthy: Only two priests
have served the church during
its 56-year existence
RANDOLPH, N.J. – In the early
1960s, several Greek Orthodox living
in Morris County, in northwestern New
Jersey, who were too far away from the
closest parishes in the New York metropolitan area, decided to establish a
church in the small community of Dover, near Interstate 80.
Most of the original families came
to that part of New Jersey from the area
of Nafpaktos, Central Greece, along the
north shore of the Gulf of Corinth not
far from Patras. Cypriots comprise the
second largest group of the community.
Local Ahepans were instrumental
in spearheading the effort to begin a
parish.
The Nafpaktians knew of a young
priest in Nafpaktos, Fr. Konstantine
Tsigas, who they invited to serve their
fledgling community. He became the
first full-time pastor and the longest
serving-serving priest, building up the
parish for 42 years.
The community grew quickly and
by the early 1970s had purchased a
nine-acre site in Randolph Township,
about 12 miles south of the existing location. Groundbreaking took place in
1973 and the consecration was held in
December 1991.
Upon the retirement of Fr. Tsigas
in May 2004, Holy Cross graduate Fr.
John Theodosion, a native of Cleveland,
was assigned to St. Andrew. He previously served St. George parish in Piscataway, N.J., for nine years.
While the community still has a
large group of immigrants, most of the
membership consists of first- and second-generation American-born parishioners
Under his leadership the parish was
able to complete a second phase of its
building program with a new community center and classroom building.
Active Youth Programs
St. Andrew parish has several ministries, including a strong youth program.
According to parish information,
the Sunday School has about 150 students in grades pre-K to high school and
the Greek school numbers about 70 enrolled.

St. Andrew photo

The Hellenic Afternoon School
includes programs for children from
toddlers until the sixth grade. The toddler class is called “Mazi Me Ti Mama”
and has a second year of classes called
“Mazi Me Ti Daskala.” There are four
teachers in this program; two for each
class.
When the children become 4 years
old then they are eligible for the first
year of afternoon Greek School. Students graduate after they have completed the sixth grade. Classes are offered
for adults, as well, on a beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels.
GOYA
The GOYA of St, Andrew keep
teenagers involved in most of the activities of the Northern New Jersey Youth
Commission under the guidance of the
Metropolis and events which are held
locally. These events include activities
which range from indoor Olympics to
basketball, to religious retreats.
HOPE and JOY
St. Andrew’s HOPE playgroup is a
group of mothers and children ranging in
ages from newborn to pre-school. There
are many religious, cultural and social
events that are scheduled throughout the
year for children and mothers. This is a
great opportunity for Mothers and children to share in a rewarding experience
and build bonds with other members of
the community. Children play and interact with other children their own age by
participating in music, and in arts and
crafts, and by playing with available
toys. Play dates are held weekly in the
church hall, every Thursday at 11 am.
The St. Andrew JOY “Junior Orthodox Youth” is geared for children
ages 6-12.
JOY provides the opportunity for
youth to develop close friendships
through fun, Bible study, Christmas
Caroling, educational activities, game
nights, talent shows and field trips.
Most activities are held on Saturdays and meetings are held on Sundays
after Sunday School. JOY is divided
into junior and senior groups to better
minister to these age groups.
Parish youth also take part in sports,
forming volleyball and basketball
teams. They enter the annual Sights and
Sounds Competition each year, which
draws young people from many New
Jersey parishes who participate in several athletic and artistic events. The parish finished in second place last March.
Other Ministries
During Great Lent, Fr. Theodosion leads discussion groups about the
Orthodox Faith in addition to the many
services during the period.
A book store provides many titles
for members to build their knowledge
about the Faith

YAL
This year the Young Adult League
meets once a month and has been struggling to get organized but will be reorganizing soon.
OCF
The parish has a mailing list of
about 20 students who comprise the
Orthodox Christian Fellowship Chapter
at Morris County Community College,
with about five to 10 attending the OCF
meetings. Several students who attend
are not Orthodox but are interested in
converting.
Altar Boys
About 25 serve in the Altar on Sundays, and then attend Sunday school after communion just as the other students
in the community.
Chanters/ Choir
Several men serve as chanters on a
regular basis. Two are paid by the community. First is the head chanter Alex
Vlassis who chants Sundays and on
major feasts. The weekday chanter is

Christos Neoroutsos, who also chants
Sundays
St. Andrew’s a Capella choir has
about 25 members who sing on Sundays
from September to June. Choir director
is Alex Vlassis.
Philoptochos
A new ministry which has been added to the many things Philoptochos does
was inspired by the national campaign
to “Feed the Hungry”. The Philoptochos chapter has committed to working
at the Faith Kitchen in Dover NJ. The
entire community and several ministries
take turns working at the Faith Kitchen
at Trinity Lutheran Church once each
month. These include the Philoptochos,
Parish Council, GOYA, and AHEPA/
Daughters.
Philoptochos activities include:
Food collections during Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter for donation to
area food pantries; Money collected and
donated to Habitat For Humanity; There
is a Tricky Tray held every May and
proceeds are donated to charity and to
our church. Vasilopita bake sale in December and sale of Tsourekia in April.
Under the banner of the Philoptochos is the knitting group and the new
pillow making group each meets weekly. They make pillows, knit blankets,
scarves, hats and mittens for people all
over New Jersey who are in need.
Other ministries also include the
to page 29
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New Jersey Folk Dance Festival
NJ Metropolis Holds 26th Annual Folk Dance Festival
ANNAPOLIS, Md. - The Metropolis of New Jersey held its 26th annual
Hellenic Folk Dance Festival (FDF)
Jan. 12-14 at Sts. Constantine and Helen Church with more than 300 dancers
from 14 parishes participating.
Metropolitan Evangelos of New
Jersey blessed the weekend’s festivities,
beginning with prayers and a keynote
address at opening ceremonies Jan. 13.
In his address to the dancers, dance
directors, parents and Greek dance enthusiasts, the Metropolitan stressed
the beauty of this cultural event which
brings the metropolis youth together in
an exciting and fun-filled event which
showcases our beautiful and diverse
Greek Heritage in the area of dance.
Metropolitan Evangelos expressed
his gratitude to the dancers from traveling distances to be part of this year’s
festivities and thanked especially the
parents, grandparents, relatives and
friends who offer their support and love
so that our youth will continue to be a
vital part of our Church community. He
also praised the co-chairs, Fr. Protopresbyter Kosmas Karavellas and Felicia
Karavellas Nolan and Sts. Constantine
and Helen Church of Annapolis for once
again serving as the site host for the annual FDF
Following the opening ceremonies,
and lasting until the early evening hours,
the multi-talented and dynamic dance

Metropolis of New Jersey Photos

groups performed dances from all parts
of Greece, Cyprus and Asia Minor for
the enthusiastic audience that filled the
Annapolis High School auditorium to
capacity. Especially enjoyable to watch
were the youngest dancers that comprised the Primary Division, ensuring all
present that Greek dance will continue

to flourish in the hearts and souls of our
young people for many, many years to
come. On Saturday evening, the Dinner Dance Gala was attended by well
over 500 people who enjoyed authentic
Greek fellowship and entertainment.
On Sunday morning, Metropolitan
Evangelos presided over the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, at Sts. Constantine
and Helen Church. Following the Divine Liturgy another afternoon ensued
of beautiful Greek dances representing
many parts of Greece, Cyprus and Asia
Minor. Especially enjoyable to watch
were the youngest dancers that comprised the Primary Division, ensuring all
present that Greek dance will continue
to flourish in the hearts and souls of our
young people for many, many years to
come.
Finally, the awards ceremony took
place in which the best performing
Dance Troupes and those with the best

costumes had an opportunity to be congratulated by all.
In his comments Metropolitan
Evangelos of New Jersey thanked especially the clergy and the following 14
parishes who encouraged the participation of their youth at this annual dance
festival:
Sts. Constantine and Helen, Annapolis; St. George, Asbury Park, N.J;
Annunciation Cathedral, Baltimore;
St. Demetrios, Baltimore; St. Nicholas,
Baltimore; St. Luke, Broomall, Pa; Nativity of the Theotokos, Fredericksburg,
Va; Kimisis Tis Theotokou, Holmdel,
N.J
Annunciation Cathedral, Norfolk,
Va; St. George, Bethesda, Md; St. Athanasios, Paramus, N.J; St. John the Theologian Cathedral, Tenafly, N.J; St. Barbara Church, Toms River, N.J; and St.
George, Media, Pa.

RESULTS
PRIMARY
1st Place:
“Hara,” Sts. Constantine and Helen,
Annapolis
Best Costume:
“Hara,” Sts. Constantine and Helen,
Annapolis
JUNIOR
1st Place:
“Zephyros Jr,” St. George, Media
2nd Place:
“Demetrakia 4,” St. Demetrios, Baltimore
3rd Place:
“Jr. Mythos,” St. George, Asbury Park
Best Costume:
“Jr. Mythos,” St. George, Asbury Park
INTERMEDIATE
1st Place:
“Demetrakia 2,” St. Demetrios, Baltimore
2nd Place:
“Opa Pethia,” St. John the Theologian
Cathedral, Tenafly
3rd Place:
“Hellenic Gold Coins,” St. Nicholas,
Baltimore
Best Costume: “Opa Pathia,” St. John
the Theologian Cathedral, Tenafly and

“Demetrakia 2” St. Demetrios, Baltimore
SENIOR
1st Place:
“Zephyros Sr,” St. George, Media, Pa.
2nd Place:
“Evangelakia,” Annunciation Cathedral, Baltimore
3rd Place:
“The Aegeans,” Sts. Constantine and
Helen, Annapolis
Best Costume:
“Zephyros Sr,” St. George, Media,
Pa., and “Hellenic Heritage Dance
Group,” St. Thomas, Cherry Hill, N.J.
YOUNG ADULT LEAGUE
1st Place:
“Demetrakia 1,” St. Demetrios, Baltimore
2nd Place:
“Ellinnapolis,” Sts. Constantine and
Helen, Annapolis
3rd Place:
“Hellenic Gold Coins,” St. Nicholas,
Baltimore
Best Costume:
“Demetrakia 2,” St. Demetrios, Baltimore
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Family Connections

IOCC

Caring for Our Clergy
and Their Families

IOCC Offers Basics of Healthy
Living Year-Round

National Ministries - Center for Family Care

In November 2016 the Archdiocese
was awarded the Lilly Endowment Grant
for $1 million focused on strengthening
pastoral leadership through financial
literacy education relief grants and lay
education. This led to the formation of
the Clergy Initiative of the Archdiocese.
Clergy Initiative is a new program designed to assist and educate clergy on financial matters as they relate to personal
and parish finances and administration
but equally as important, to educate lay
leadership on the unique challenges
clergy and their families face.
The clergy family faces challenges both emotional and financial. Lilly
Endowment research across many denominations and over 4,000 pastors, has
demonstrated that finances, both for the
Clergy family and parish finances pose a
major impediment to effective ministry.
Research done by the Danielson Institute at Boston University in preparation
of our grant proposal confirm similar
findings in our clergy. All clergy and
presvyteres of the Archdiocese were invited to participate in a national survey
assessing the clergy’s financial literacy
and health, the clergy family and the
parishes they serve. Findings confirm
that financial pressures undermine the
effectiveness of our own Greek Orthodox priests. This list includes the top
five financial stressors for our clergy:
1. debt (student, medical, other nonmortgage)
2. lack of emergency funds
3. planning for retirement
4. planning for children’s education
expenses
5. personal and parish budgeting
and financial planning
To date, the Clergy Initiative which
is part of the Center for Family Care has
given presentations at the Leadership
100 Conference, Metropolis of Atlanta
Clergy Laity, and Metropolis of Atlanta
Clergy Retreat.

At the Clergy Retreat presenters
Fr. Perikles Kallis and Dr. George Koulianos did a review of the program and
the application process for clergy. A
financial planner worked with clergy
on retirement planning and budgeting.
Programs are being developed for additional Metropolis’ in 2018.
Lilly Endowment’s Religion Division has focused most of its grantmaking on strengthening pastoral and
leadership skills for congregations. The
fundamental belief is that strong, vital
congregations play powerful roles in the
lives of those who participate in them
as well as to the larger civic communities of which they are a part. The quality of pastoral leadership is critical to
the health and vitality of congregations.
Clearly, family economic issues are major stressors impeding ministerial excellence. In addition, a general lack of
understanding among lay leadership is
also an important educational aspect of
the grant. Under the Lilly Endowment
guidelines, the Clergy Initiative Grant is
specified to be used for the following:
• Launch educational programs to
increase the financial literacy and management skills of clergy
• Inform parish leadership about
key economic challenges of clergy families and actions they can take to address
them
• The Ministerial Excellence Fund
is set to enhance effectiveness of our
clergy families through participation in
financial education and by providing alleviation grants to reduce financial burdens. Grant funds may be allocated for
debt, healthcare expenses, emergency
expenses and providing funding for retirement. All clergy families are invited
to participate. Grant proposals are being accepted now through the Center for
Family Care.
For more information, visit www.
goaclergycouple.org

Metropolis News
Missions Part of NJ Parish 100th Year Observance
by Caitlyn Sargent

As St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church in Perth Amboy, NJ, celebrated their 100th anniversary, the
church proved that their commitment
to supporting missions is stronger than
ever. They have decided to dedicate the
year to prayerfully supporting Albania.
Each year, the parish selects a project or
ministry to support, and working with
their Philoptochos and Sunday School,
they have reached out to the Orthodox
Church in Albania with friendship and
love.
In 2014, St. Demetrios parish President Judge Marina Corodemus (retired)
and Philoptochos President Stella Wacker participated in an Orthodox Clergy
Wives and Women’s Retreat in Albania
that forever changed their lives and perception of the Orthodox family throughout the world. Ever since that fateful
mission trip, the women have prayerfully sought to renew their dedication to
missions throughout their parish.

As a result, for St. Demetrios’ 100th
anniversary the church dedicated itself
to Albania in many wonderful ways:
Christmas gifts, shoes, and coats for
Albanian children, fundraising $8,000
to assist the Special Needs Residential
Center for Children with 40 new wooden beds to complement the new tables
they donated for the dining rooms last
year.
In the past, St. Demetrios has
helped the Albanian American Protagonist School and the Orthodox Children’s
Home of Hope at Shen Vlash with musical instruments, along with the Special
Needs Residential Center for Children
with computer equipment, warm coats,
and backpacks, and the Orthodox Children’s Home of Hope with Christmas
presents, warm coats, and backpacks,
among other things.
St. Demetrios is a wonderful example of what other communities can do to
make missions a major and important
part of their commitment to sharing the
good news with “all nations.”

By Rebecca Loumiotis

BALTIMORE – As many contemplate New Year’s resolutions to take
better care of their health, International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)
continues its ongoing work to offer
underserved communities and families
worldwide the tools needed to do precisely that.
In addition to emergency relief,
IOCC, the humanitarian agency of
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States, also offers projects that help meet such basic
needs as nutritious food, safe water, and
medical care for people facing hardship. While improving one’s health is
a much-discussed topic especially
during the month of January, IOCC’s
programming addresses health issues
in one way or another, directly or indirectly, year round.
Improved health can be the first
step toward better overall quality of
life. From training healthcare workers
in Ethiopia, Lebanon, and Jordan to
clearing out flooded homes on the Gulf
Coast to prevent mold; from supporting
churches and families in growing fresh
produce for their tables and for market
to providing glasses and hearing aids to
children who need them—all these efforts help make better health available
to more people, one person and one
household at a time.
“This is the time of year when
many of us are thinking about a fresh

N.J. Parish
from page 27

PTA for the Hellenic Afternoon and
Sunday Schools, the Senior Hellenic
Dance Group, consisting of GOYA
members,
An advanced dance group for
GOYA members, the
Junior Hellenic Dance Group for children up to
age 11, the AGAPE Group, consisting
of senior citizens, who meet monthly,
attend dinner theaters, movies and visit

start,” said IOCC’s Executive Director and CEO Constantine M. Triantafilou. “IOCC aims to offer this to those
in need, as well—a chance for better
health, and hope for improved overall
well-being—and we do it year round.”
IOCC’s portfolio in the health sector includes services for persons with
disabilities, training for healthcare
workers who serve them, nutritionawareness workshops on mother-child
health, drilling wells to serve schools
and surrounding communities, schoolfeeding programs, and providing medical supplies to hospitals, among other
programming.
IOCC, the humanitarian agency of
the Assembly of Canonical Bishops of
the United States of America, was created in 1992 in response to the collapse
of the Soviet Union and to support innocent people affected by the conflict
in the former Yugoslavia.
Today, the organization applies its
expertise in humanitarian response to
man-made and natural crises in Europe,
Africa, the Middle East, and the United
States. The organization has, since its
founding, distributed aid worth over
$625 million in more than 60 countries
around the world, and offers assistance
based solely on need.
More information:
www.iocc.org,
www.actalliance.org
Rebecca Loumiotis is IOCC communications manager
St. Michael’s Home.
Fund Raising
Stewardship has been a part of the
community since 1991. It has slowly
grown but the parishioners have become
more and more generous over the years.
Stewardship currently makes up less
than half of our yearly budget. The parish’s goal is to have stewardship fund 50
percent of our annual budget. The rest of
the $740,000 budget is met with various
fund raisers, including the spring festival usually the second weekend in June,
a Cypriot Taverna Night, and other.
-compiled by Jim Golding

INTERNATIONAL
ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
is your means of reaching around
the world with Christ’s love.

/@ioccrelief
Through emergency response, education, job opportunities,
and more, your gifts to IOCC help people facing natural and
man-made disasters by offering hope for a better future.
Learn more and get involved: iocc.org/takeaction
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OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS
Greek American Cooking

NEW BOOK

Order by check with the order form and send it to:

Recently amazon.com published
and distributes the 2nd edition of
English version of a book titled LIFE
or call Errie at 732.241.0091 or
AS A GREEK SOLDIER 1941-1945,
Email: philoptochos.mail@philoptochosoceannj.org
written by JOHN NIKOLOPOULOS,
Compiled and published
Greek & American
a Greek veteran of battles of El
by St. George Philoptochos
specialties from
Alamein, Rimini-Italy and the 1944
of Asbury Park/ Ocean, NJ.
members and friends.
December Events in Athens.
PRICE PER BOOK IS $25 PLUS $5 SHIPPING
Reference to the political situation
after the Varkiza Agreement up
PURCHASE YOUR COPY OF OUR COOKBOOK AND SUPPORT THE WORK OF PHILOPTOCHOS.
to 1950 events included, (ISBN:978Name: _________________________________________
Yes, I want to order _____ copies
1545152782),
as
well
as the 2nd edition of Greek verPrice per book is $25 plus $5 shipping
Address: _______________________________________
sion titled Eλληνας στρατιώτης 1941-1945, του
I authorize St. George Philoptochos Society to charge my:
Ιωάννη Νικολόπουλου, (ISBN 9781541302297). 220
City: _________________ State:______ Zip: _________
Exp. date: ______
photographs and 7 maps, of that period, are included in
Phone: ________________________________________
Card # ____________________________ CSC: ______
the 592 pages of English version and in the 605 pages of
Name on Card: _________________________________ Email: _________________________________________
Greek one. The sale price is US $ 15.00, considered low
for this book, because the author does
not expect a particular financial profit.
POSITION OPENING
REAL ESTATE
He hopes that Greeks living abroad,
particularly in English speaking nations, and especially younger generaCathedral Montessori School,
tions, who speak but it is difficult to
associated with the Holy Trinity
read Greek, would be interested in.
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
The content of this book is by one
in New Orleans, Louisiana,
third (1/3) about the battles in which
the writer participated in and by two
is seeking an
thirds (2/3) about the history of the soexperienced, certified,
ciopolitical events in occupied Greece,
Elementary Montessori teacher
the Middle East as well as those follow(ages 6-9 years)
ing the Varkiza Agreement up to 1950.
for the 2018-2019 school year.
Phone # : +(30) 210 800 1419
St. George Philoptochos Society
1033 West Park Ave.
Ocean, NJ 07712

Interested parties should contact
Dr. Billie Andersson at
billieandersson@gmail.com.

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

New Retail website
TRANSLATIONS ALL MAJOR LANGUAGES
AND GREEK
If you’re looking for:
- Professional, accurate,
certified and
reasonably priced translations
- Greek power of attorney and
certificate translations
- Help w/ Dual Citizenship Applications
and US Immigration Matters
Call 1-844 954 6467 or
email: info@worldlingos.com

GUIDELINES
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

1) Conventional photographs
We accept Color or Black & White photos,
printed on photographic paper. Photographs should
be sharp and clear. Pictures printed on color printers,
either Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings
of previously published photos are NOT accepted.
2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the
following specifications:
• Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200
pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a
minimum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your
own photos, send the actual photo.)
• File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller
files and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality)
• Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
• Image files placed within any word-processing
file or any other application are not accepted.
• Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail,
CD-ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned)
• E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject
line write only the word “photos”
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and
do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they

will not be usable.
3) Please include information about the
photo(s); place, time and event as well as the names
of all persons shown, left to right.

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

Dimitrios

Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all events visit
www.panagos.com
You can find us on Facebook

CALL NOW ( 516) 931-2333
Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify
the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise
specifically indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER has no affiliation with
any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in, described on
or printed, and it makes no representations or warranties whatsoever
with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or
person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize,
revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time
for any reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any
damages arising out of errors or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER
will not be held liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.
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In The Now

National Ministries - Dept. of Youth and Young Adults

Resolved for This Year:
To Put Myself to Death
By Christian Gonzalez

A few weeks ago we celebrated the
Sunday before Theophany, the manifestation of the Triune God during Christ’s
baptism. That’s a pretty awesome combination of things.
Only a few days after this Sunday,
the Church helps us begin our year by
showing us God in Trinity, manifesting Himself through the Holy Spirit’s
descent upon the Incarnate Son of God
as the Father bears witness to Him. The
Church shows us the fulfillment of our
hearts’ desire at the beginning of the
year, the time in which we deliberately
take stock of the last year, and set course
with renewed vigor to follow the Lord.
Before we liturgically celebrate the
baptism of Christ, however, the Church
invites us to spend a little bit of time
with St. John, the Lord’s Forerunner and
Baptist. St. John, we are told, was given
a primary purpose in his ministry: to
“prepare the way of the Lord, [to] make
his paths straight” (Mk. 1:3).
As I make resolutions, I can’t help
but think of them in the light of St.
John the Baptist. While I cannot make
God manifest Himself in Triune Glory
(He does that on His own), I am called
to prepare His way, to make His paths
straight within my own heart.
Admittedly, I can be a bit lazy
about my spiritual life; indeed, even
referring to it as “my spiritual life” divorces it from the reality that all of life is
spiritual, all of life is meant to be lived in
communion with God.
And this communion with God is
meant to be transformative for my heart,
for my life. Not just so I’ll have a “good
spiritual life,” but so that my entire life
may be spiritually transformed.
Christ doesn’t just ask me to spend
time investing in “my spiritual life,” but
rather, He bids me to follow Him, to
give Him my everything.
St. John the Baptist shows us that
having a “spiritual life” doesn’t cut
it. The Lord asks us to make his path

straight in our hearts, and to do so is going to take our all.
When we meet St. John in the Gospels, he is walking around the desert,
wearing camel’s hair and eating locusts.
This is a man who clearly believed that
the call to make the Lord’s path straight
entailed more than putting on a tie every
Sunday or, even, being “spiritual but not
religious.”
For St. John, and for us, the call to
follow Christ is a call to give up everything, to give up our whole selves.
To give up our very lives.
oo long I have lived a lackluster
faith that I’ve convinced myself doesn’t
ask anything more from me than simply
knowing all the right answers at Orthodox Trivia Night or making a quick sign
of the cross before I eat. But St. John and
his camel hair shirt this week make me
realize something: preparing the path
of the Lord is hard and uncomfortable
work. And it’s worth it.
It’s the taking up of the cross.
As Christians, we take up the cross
every day, we enter into death by continually and daily dying to ourselves.
Though most of us will never be called
to shed our blood in a literal sense, we
are all called to put our selfish desires
and jealous passions to death as we seek
to join Christ in eternal life.
This is journey far different, and far
more difficult, than mere self-improvement, because it involves the sacrifice of
setting aside of the old self; of no longer being in the image of the old man,
Adam, but of being in the image of the
True Man, Jesus Christ.
So this year, I’m making a new resolution: I’m going to put myself to death.
I’m going to put aside my ego; set
aside my struggles for and anxieties
over wealth and prestige; give up my
own distorted and selfish will and humbly open my life to the Lord’s will.
So that it will no longer be I who
live, but Christ who lives in me (Gal.
2:20).
Christian Gonzalez is the Young
Adult Ministries Coordinator for Y2AM.

Worried About Young Adults in the Church?
We’ve all seen the headlines:
young adults are falling away from the
Church in massive numbers.
What’s causing them to fall away?
And what’s causing others to stick
around? We’re going to explore these
question by going right to source.
We’re proud to introduce a new podcast

where we interview young adults from
across the Archdiocese and give them a
chance to share their experiences.
Real stories. Real struggles. We
are Orthodoxy.
Premiering on Ancient Faith Radio
on February 2nd. Download on your
favorite podcast player.”

Holy Water for the Whole World
By Steven Christoforou

A map without borders shows how united we are.
But sometimes we create divisions where there aren’t any. We sometimes
think about the world as being split into two groups. There’s the sacred, stuff
that deals with God, and the secular, stuff that doesn’t.
But of course, part of being the bee is seeing that God isn’t only in some
places, He’s everywhere and in everybody. And a really good way to see that is
by thinking about Holy Water.
On Jan. 6 we celebrated Epiphany, the day that Christ was baptized in the
River Jordan. In parishes around the world, we blessed water and gave it to
people to drink.
And if you’ve ever had any Holy Water at home, you know it’s pretty much
impossible to run out. Just take a little bit of it, put it in a bigger bottle of water
and then, boom, more Holy Water. So how does Holy Water show us that God
is everywhere?
Well to think about that, it helps to know a little bit of science: the water
cycle. Simply put, water evaporates, rises into the air, condenses into clouds,
and then falls again, as snow or rain. Then it evaporates again and the cycle
continues.
Now when we bless water on Epiphany, that water eventually evaporates.
It rises into the air, and then it comes back to the ground as rain. It falls back to
the ground where the plants and trees drink it up and are blessed, where animals
drink it and are blessed, where we drink it and are blessed. It falls in rivers, and
lakes, and oceans, making more Holy Water. When a priest here in New York,
or anywhere for that matter, blesses water, it’s like a domino effect that spreads
God’s grace to everyone and everything.
Imagine, all it takes is a single drop of Holy Water to eventually bless the
entire world.
So let’s thank God for blessing not just us, but the whole world.

You Are
What You Read
By Steven Christoforou

While I was in seminary, a classmate described a conversation he had
with a Protestant friend.
This friend was running circles
around my classmate, quoting the Scripture effortlessly: chapter and verse.
As my classmate told the story, he
shrugged his shoulders and joked:
“Oh well. I don’t read the Bible. I’m
Orthodox.”
It was just a joke, of course…
But I wonder if there’s a kernel of
truth to it.
Do we, as Orthodox Christians,
read and wrestle with the Scripture as
much as we should?
1,600 years ago, St John Chrysostom faced a similar question as he taught
his flock.
He constantly encouraged his people to at least read the Sunday Gospel
and Epistle readings before Sunday Liturgy.
1,600 years later, are we finally
ready to take Chrysostom’s advice to
heart?
“For more, don’t miss episode 18 of
our new weekly video series, “Live the
Word.”
We release new episodes on that
week’s Sunday Gospel and Epistle readings every Monday. And every Thursday, we release responses which dig
even deeper into the readings and questions we offer.
New videos are available at youtube.com/y2am.
Visit our website y2am.org for more
of our work.”
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