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Announcement of 
Patriarchal Synod

The Holy and Sacred Synod of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate upon the 
conclusion of its work, Nov. 26-29, in 
which Archbishop Demetrios partici-
pated as a member, issued the follow-
ing announcement:

The Holy and Sacred Synod con-
vened its regular meetings on Nov. 
26–29, presided by Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew.

During these meetings, all the 
issues on the daily agenda were re-
viewed and appropriate decisions 
were taken on all items.

At the conclusion of its meetings, 
the Holy and Sacred Synod denounced 
the recently published articles regard-
ing the issue that arose at the Arch-
diocese of America and those against 
the person of Archbishop Demetrios, 
whom the members of the Holy Synod 
surround with brotherly love and es-
teem.

Relevant discussions during the 
synodal sessions were conducted, as 
always, in the spirit of openness and 
brotherly love and in a civilized man-
ner, and at their conclusion, His All 
Holiness and Metropolitan Konstanti-
nos Geron of Nikaia, on behalf of the 
Holy and Sacred Synod, exchanged 
the customary addresses and respons-
es for the upcoming Christmas season.
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W h at’s  In s i d e
Archons Conference 
The Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate held their third International Confer-
ence on Religious Freedom Dec. 4-6 in 
Washington.
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Archons Honor Mitylineans
Two citizens from Lesbos received the Ar-
chons Athenagoras Humantarian Awa
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Medical Fund Luncheon
National Philoptochos held their record-
setting biennial Children’s Medical Fund 
Luncheon.
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Cyberbullying Addressed
Educators at annual staff development 
seminar hear presentation on dealing with 
cyberbullying problem.

P. 14

Centennials celebrated
Several parishes of the Archdiocese celebrate 
their centennials and 125th anniversaries

P. 32

Peter J. Pappas
1939 - 2017

NEW YORK – Peter J. Pappas, an 
accomplished Church leader, philan-
thropist, highly successful entrepreneur 
and one of the driving forces behind 
the construction of St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine, 
died Nov. 23 at age 77

Pappas had been a member of the 
Archdiocesan Council since 1990, and 
of its Executive Advisory Committee, 
served as co-chairman of the 1996 Cler-
gy-Laity Congress held in New York,

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, 
the Reverend Priests and Deacons, 
the Monks and Nuns, the Presidents 
and Members of the Parish Councils 
of the Greek Orthodox Communi-
ties, the Distinguished Archons of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, 
Afternoon, and Church Schools, the 
Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, 
the Hellenic Organizations, and the 
entire Greek Orthodox Family in 
America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ,

We glorify Christ on this blessed 
and glorious Feast for having come to 

us and for revealing the abundant and 
redeeming grace of God.  We glorify 
Him for entering our humanity for our 
salvation.  We glorify the miracle of 
His Incarnation and give thanks with 
great joy for this mighty act of God.  
We glorify God before all the world, 
because our Savior has come and the 
people who sat in darkness, and upon 
those who sat in the region and shad-
ow of death, Light has dawned. (Mat-
thew 4:16)

Today, the Son of God, as Radi-
ance sent by the Father, has come and 
illuminated all of Creation.  As in the 
darkness of night when the angels ap-
peared to the shepherds, and the glory 
of the Lord shone all around them 
(Luke 2:9), Christ enters a world that 
has fallen into the darkness of sin and 
in need of the hope of light.   Christ is 
born, and just as the shepherds we will 
go out glorifying and praising God for 
all that we have seen in the light of this 
holy Feast.

We glorify Him today, for as the 
Son of Brightness, as the Live-giving 
light, Christ illuminates the path to 
God.  As the star led the wise men to 
Bethlehem so they could worship the 
newborn King, He reveals to us the 
way of regeneration and salvation.  He 
is the light that guides us on our way to 
communion with God on our journey 
of faith.  As He is the dawn of a new 
day of deliverance. Christ is born, and 
we now see truth.  He is the light of di- † DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

The Nativity of Christ
Light of Light, Brightness of the Father, You have made the whole creation shine with joy!

(Hymn of Vespers of the Feast)
vine wisdom, and His radiance dispels 
the shadows of deception, fulfills the 
ancient prophecies, and reveals the di-
vine plan for our redemption.  All who 
witness His Holy Nativity glorify Him 
as being the ultimate light of truth and 
the sublime wisdom of God.

On this holy Feast we proclaim 
that our Lord and Savior has come.  
We join with the heavenly hosts in 
glorifying Him.  As His glorious light 
shines in and through us, we witness to 
the world that Christ brings light in the 
darkness.  His glory dispels fear and 
hopelessness.  His radiance overcomes 
hatred and greed.  The brilliance of 
His Incarnation reveals the truth of our 
life, existence and purpose, freeing us 
from sin and death.  On this blessed 
day, may the light of Christ and His 
Holy Nativity shine in your hearts.  
May you know the assurance of His 
promises and the joy of His presence.  
As you cherish this blessed time with 
your brothers and sisters in the faith, 
and with family and friends, may His 
light shine through you so that others 
will glorify Him and see the way to 
truth and life eternal.

 With paternal love in Christ,
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Archons

WASHINGTON – The Persecution 
of Christians in the Holy Lands and the 
Middle East was the main focus of the 
3rd International Conference on Reli-
gious Freedom sponsored and organized 
by the Order of St. Andrew, Archons of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The Conference, attended by some 
250 participants was held in the nation’ 
s capital Dec. 4-6, at several venues in-
cluding the Trump International Hotel, 
the U.S. Capitol, the Metropolitan Club, 
the Newseum (museum of news) and 
the US Institute of Peace.

The Archons had organized the two 
previous International Conferences on 
religious freedom - Brussels Belgium, 
in 2010 and Berlin, Germany in 2013.

The Conference consisted of two 
important components. The first com-
ponent was the four sessions, each fea-
turing a topic of focus and discussion 
by a moderator, panelists and audience 
participation.

The second featured addresses and 
remarks by special guests including reli-
gious leaders, statesmen and legislators.

U.S. Secretary of Commerce Wil-
bur Ross was the main speaker at the 
opening reception, Dec. 4. 

Conference Chairman Mike Mana-
tos offered a warm welcome to the 
participants and Archons National 
Commander Dr. Anthony Limberakis 
introduced Secretary Ross. “Violence 
arising from religious intolerance is a 
huge global problem,” said Ross, add-
ing that “The truth is that freedom of 
thought and belief are the underpinning 
of the most innovative and vibrant econ-
omies in human history – the United 
States among them,” and, “That is at 
least partially why it is troubling to see 
a resurgence in the persecution of Chris-
tians in recent years.”

Archbishop Demetrios thanked 
Secretary Ross for his presence and his 
support and said that, “This conference 
provides the context for intensifying our 
prayers to God for the safety and well-
being of all Christians confronted by 
forces of hatred, religious intolerance 
and wild fanaticism.”

On Dec. 5, a breakfast meeting 
featured Hank Hanegraaff, Christian 
Research Institute president and host 
of the nationally syndicated Bible An-
swer Man radio broadcast. Archbishop 
Demetrios conveyed the blessings of 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and 
read the Patriarchal message.

His Eminence said that the Ecu-
menical Patriarch’s message is “a text 
pain and wisdom” and is based on the 
historical knowledge of centuries about 
the plight of Christians around the 
world. The Archbishop reminded ev-
eryone about restrictions of the religious 
freedom on the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate and the difficulties and adversities 

under which the Ecumenical Patriarch 
performs his sacred duties. He said “this 
text was not written in an environment of 
freedom and liberty like we enjoy in this 
country and we should always be mind-
ful of that.” His Eminence also said that 
“Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
has a lot of pride and high praise for the 
Archons in the United States,” and con-
veyed how the Patriarch had expressed 
it recently in the Patriarchal Church of 
St. George in the Phanar, during the cel-
ebration of the Thronal feast of St. An-
drew, prior to the conference.  

Archbishop Demetrios also said the 
New Testament is full of instances of 
persecutions, starting with the persecu-
tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Apos-
tles and the martyrs of the fist years of 
Christianity. He specifically refered to 
Stephen, the first martyr. “The perse-
cution, the executions and martyrdom 
were part of the life in the Church from 
the very beginning,” he said and “in the 
twenty centuries that have gone by we 
have had 70 million martyrs, and half 
of them only in the 20th century.” His 
Eminence emphasized that as Christians 
prayer has been and will always be our 
most potent weapon. 

1st session
The first discussion session focused 

on the “History of the Christian Church” 
in order to understand the disappear-

ance of Christians from Christianity’s 
birthplace. The panel included experts 
from a variety of religious minorities in 
the region including Armenian, Coptic, 
Greek and Syrian Christians. Professor 
George E. Demacopoulos, the Fr. John 
Meyendorff & Patterson Family Chair 
of Orthodox Christian Studies at Ford-
ham University, was the moderator.

Panelists were Sidney Griffith, S.T., 
Professor of Early Christian Studies, 
Catholic University; Mark Movsesian, 
Fredrick A. Whitney Professor of Con-
tract Law, St. Johns Law School; James 
Skedros, HCHC Dean and the Michael 
G. and Anastasia Cantonis Professor of 
Byzantine Studies at the seminary; and 
Samuel Tadros, Senior Fellow at the 
Hudson Institute. 

The same day, Sen. Ben Cardin, 
D-Md., ranking member of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee and 
former chairman of the Helsinki Com-
mission, addressed participants at a 
luncheon meeting in the historic U.S. 

Archons Hold 3rd Conference on Religious Freedom
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Change of Address
To submit a change of address: 

Contact Soula Podaras 
at 212.774.0235 

e-mail: spodaras@goarch.org 
 fax: 212.774.0239. 
Or regular mail to: 

Orthodox Observer, 
8 E. 79th St., New York, NY 10075-0192

Be sure to include old address, 
new address and name of parish.

 by Stavros H. Papagermanos

GOA/D.Panagos photos
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Eparchial Synod 
Meeting Report

The Archdiocesan Council, un-
der the chairmanship of Archbishop 
Demetrios, convened in New York 
for its regularly scheduled fall meet-
ing Oct. 19-20. During the meeting, the 
Archdiocesan Council was updated on 
the financial situation of the Archdio-
cese. The Council reaffirmed its strong 
commitment to implement appropriate 
controls and procedures at the Arch-
diocese and reaffirmed its dedication 
to accountability and transparency. For 
more information refer to press release 
at https://www.goarch.org/-/archdioc-
esan-council-receives-full-report-on-
financial-situation

Comprehensive Actions Taken in 
Response to Financial Situation

The Archdiocese is working expe-
ditiously and diligently to address its 
financial challenges, all of which are 
controllable and manageable. By the 
Grace of God, in a matter of a few short 
months, the Archdiocese has taken un-
precedented and concrete actions to 
establish the foundation for a strong fu-
ture. Archbishop Demetrios, our Holy 
Eparchial Synod, the Executive Com-
mittee and the Archdiocesan Council 
are working together to bring integrity 
to the operations of the Archdiocese.

Unprecedented actions have been 
taken in both substance and speed to 
reestablish the trust with the Faithful. 
These actions include the appointment 
of new lay leadership at the highest 
levels, the assignment of new people to 
critical senior management positions, 
the implementation of new internal 
controls, practices and procedures, the 
appointment of highly qualified profes-
sionals to serve on independent audit 
committees, the retention of accounting 
firms for various independent audits 
and reports, and very significant cost 
reductions. The following is a compre-
hensive review of the concrete actions 
taken in furtherance of its objectives of 
providing accountability and transpar-
ency to the Faithful: 

New Finance Committee Chair-
man

Archbishop Demetrios announced 
the appointment of Archon Lazaros 
Kircos to serve as chairman of the 
Archdiocese Finance Committee at 
the meeting Oct. 20. Archon Kircos is 
committed to having the Finance Com-
mittee take its proper role in the func-
tioning of the Archdiocese, including 
leading and monitoring in areas involv-
ing budgets, expenditures, finance, trea-
sury, and long term strategic planning.

2018 Archdiocesan Assessments 
to Metropolises

The Holy Eparchial Synod an-
nounced on Oct. 20, that the Arch-
diocese 2018 assessments to the Me-
tropolises would remain frozen at the 
2017 level. This action was an act of 
good faith taken by the Holy Eparchial 
Synod, the Executive Committee and 
the Archdiocesan Council towards the 
Metropolises and our parishes to begin 
the process of reestablishing trust with 
the Archdiocese. This action highlights 
the efforts by the GOA to solve its fi-
nancial problems without increasing 
the burden to our parishes. The 7.74 
percent increase, which had already 
been approved by the 2016 Clergy-La-
ity Congress, was rescinded, represent-
ing a significant savings to parishes for 
2018. Under the guidelines of the Uni-
form Parish Regulations (UPR), Me-
tropolises are determining individual 
Parish assessments for 2018 within the 
context of a level Metropolis budget 
for both 2017 and 2018. 

New Archdiocesan Standing Au-
dit Committee

Archbishop Demetrios announced 
the appointment of a new group of 
financial and legal professionals to 
serve as members of the Archdiocesan 
Council’s Standing Audit Committee 
on November 9, 2017. The responsi-
bilities of the Audit Committee will 
include assessing the reliability and ac-
curacy of financial reporting; selecting 

external auditors; meeting with those 
auditors to review audit plans and re-
sults; reviewing internal controls and 
developing any necessary remedia-
tion plans; and monitoring compliance 
with applicable laws and regulations 
pertaining to financial controls.For 
more information please refer to press 
release at www.goarch.org/-/audit-
committee-appointed-by-archbishop-
demetrios

The new Audit Committee is 
working with the GOA’s finance staff 
to complete the Archdiocese’s 2016 
financial audit by Grant Thornton. To 
promote accountability and transpar-
ency, audited financials will be pro-
vided, on an annual basis, to the Arch-
diocesan Council, the Parishes and the 
Faithful.

Special Investigative Commit-
tee related to St. Nicholas National 
Shrine

The Executive Committee of the 
Archdiocesan Council of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
formed an independent Special In-
vestigative Committee related to St. 
Nicholas National Shrine, at a special 
meeting on November 21, 2017. The 
Special Investigative Committee will 
investigate and evaluate expenditures 
related to the St. Nicholas Shrine con-
struction project, and the potential use 
of certain St. Nicholas Shrine restrict-
ed funds for the payment of Archdioc-
esan general operating expenses. This 
special committee will make a report 
of its findings and recommendations to 
the Executive Committee, which will 
share the results of the investigation 
and recommendations with, among 
others, the Legal and Audit commit-
tees. It has been asked to provide a 
preliminary report within ninety days 
and periodic updates, thereafter. Bak-
erHostetler and PwC will serve as 
independent legal counsel and inde-
pendent accountants, respectively. For 
more information, please refer to press 
release at www.goarch.org/-/execu-

tive-committee-establishes-special-in-
vestigative-committee-for-st-nicholas-
national-shrine 

Completion of Operational Re-
view by Grant Thornton

The Archdiocese retained Grant 
Thornton to conduct a thorough opera-
tions review.Grant Thornton complet-
ed the Operations Review after almost 
six months of work,and submitted 
its report on December 1, 2017. This 
highly technical document will act as 
a critical tool for the Archdiocese with 
respect to becoming a world-class not-
for-profit institution from an internal 
controls, practices and procedures 
perspective. An executive summary 
of the findings and recommendations 
of the Grant Thornton Operations Re-
view will be shared with the Executive 
Committee, and the National Finance, 
Audit and Legal Committees.  It 
should be noted that, with the blessing 
of   Archbishop Demetrios, the Arch-
diocese started the process of improv-
ing internal controls beginning in April 
2017, well before the engagement of 
Grant Thornton.

Review and Reconciliation of 
Archdiocese Payroll

An accounting specialist firm, 
Kiwi Associates, began a review of 
the Archdiocese’s payroll and com-
pensation on Dec. 1. Kiwi Associates 
will make a report of its findings to the 
Executive Committee, the Audit Com-
mittee and the Legal Committee.

New Finance Budget Sub-Com-
mittee

Archon Lou Kircos, the new Fi-
nance Committee chairman, has es-
tablished a new budget sub-committee 
that is working with the GOA’s chan-
cellor, officers and finance staff with 
respect to the creation of a 2018 bud-
get. This budget will be constructed 
from the ground up, and reflect the 
actual financial position of the Arch-
diocese. The budget sub-committee 
will then meet with the Archdiocesan 
chief financial officer and finance staff 

regularly to monitor variances in the 
budget relative to actual performance 
to ensure integrity.

Expenses Related to the Multiple 
Audits, Investigations and Reports

The Grant Thornton operations re-
view and the payroll review by Kiwi 
Associates were funded by a private 
donor. The Archdiocese expects that 
the expenses related to the Special In-
vestigative Committee for St. Nicholas 
will be funded by private donors. The 
GOA has not incurred any expense in 
connection with these various under-
takings to date.

Archdiocese Total Commitment 
Receipts from Parishes

The Archdiocese recognizes and 
appreciates the continuing strong 
stewardship by its parishes. The Fi-
nance Committee reports that through 
Nov. 30, GOA’s Total Commitment 
receipts are $1,435,000 more than the 
same period a year ago, an increase of 
7.9 percent.

NEW YORK – The Holy Eparchial 
Synod of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America convened its regular 
meeting at the Synodal chamber of the 
Holy Archdiocese in New York on Oc-
tober 18 and 19, 2017, presided by His 
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios Geron 
of America with the participation of all 
the members of the Synod.

The Synod reviewed all the topics 
on its agenda: liturgical, canonical, ad-
ministrative, pastoral, inter Orthodox and 
educational and following extensive de-
liberations took the appropriate decisions.

On Tuesday, October 17, the Holy 
Synod met with the Archdiocese Youth 
Department Director, Steven Christofo-
rou, and reviewed the program for train-
ing and the new regulations for youth 
advisors, teachers and anyone dealing 
with the youth on the parish level. This 
program will be implemented by the par-
ishes of the Holy Archdiocese in the near 
future.

The next day during the regular meet-
ing of the Synod, Archbishop Demetrios 
informed the Hierarchs about the finan-
cial shortfall and problems of manage-
ment that the Holy Archdiocese recently 
faced. The plan of action was discussed 
by which the Holy Archdiocese will deal 
with the difficulties.  Specifically, it was 
announced that a forensic audit is under 
way by a reputable accounting company, 
while another company will suggest new 
controls and make recommendations for 
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Archdiocesan Council Treasurer Michael Psaros presents information on the financial situation to Finance Committee members 

Orthodox Observer photo

Report on the Status of the Archdiocesan Financial Situation

NEW YORK – The financial 
problems facing the Church and what 
to do about them served as the focus of 
the Archdiocesan Council’s fall meet-
ings held Oct. 19-20.

At the Oct. 19 afternoon session 
of the Finance Committee, Presid-
ing Hierarch Metropolitan Methodios 
of Boston, Council Vice President 
George S. Tsandikos, Treasurer Mi-
chael Psaros, newly appointed Com-
mittee Chairman Louis Kircos and 
Archdiocese Chancellor Bishop An-
donios of Phasiane, held a lengthy dis-

Council Confronts Financial Dilemma
 by Jim Golding

 to page 9

cussion about the financial shortfall 
of between $6.5 million and $6.7 mil-
lion, and fielded numerous questions 
from the 60 members in attendance.

A formal statement on the changes 
in the procedures and practices being 
put into place was delivered by Mr. 
Psaros at the Friday session. (Photo on 
page 3).

In his comments at the opening 
session, Archbishop Demetrios noted 
that “The issues at the center of our 
concern are the economic and finan-
cial situations that, for us, are more 
than transparency and accountability.
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Rejoicing in The Nativity of Our Lord
and in Gratitude for the Ministry of 

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW

www.archons.org

Christ is Born! 
Glorify Him!
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Archons

NEW YORK – Archons of the Ecu-
menical Patriarch bestowed their Patri-
arch Athenagoras Humanitarian Award 
on an 86-year-old grandmother and a 
fisherman from the island of Lesbos 
who, along with the many volunteers 
they represented, put forth heroic efforts 
to rescue thousands of refugees fleeing 
war-torn Syria. Earlier this year, the 
people of Lesbos were nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize for their heroic 
efforts.

Efstratios Valiamos, the fisherman, 
traveled to New York for the presenta-
tion, while the other honoree, Emilia 
Kamvisi, appeared in a video seen by the 
audience. She and two friends, ages 89 
and 85, fed many refugees. Their nomi-
nation came about after a photograph 
circulated on the Internet that showed 
them bottle-feeding a Syrian baby who 
had survived a dangerous boat journey 
from Turkey.

Valiamos represented fishermen 
and residents of Lesbos and the Greek 
islands who intervened in the refugee 
crisis, using their boats and fishing 
equipment to rescue thousands of refu-
gees attempting the short but dangerous 
crossing from Turkey to Greece.

Since the crisis began in 2015, they 
rescued more than 800,000 refugees 
who landed on the tiny island of Les-
bos. Greek fishermen rescued thousands 

who came across on rickety boats, rub-
ber rafts, and vessels that capsized.

Keynote speaker was former White 
House Chief of Staff Reince Priebus, 
who gave a non-political, inspiring brief 
talk on the importance of the Church in 
his life and the influence of his Greek 
mother.

He touched on the theme of “phi-
lotimo” which he said played a large 
part in the motivation of the islanders in 
helping the many thousands of Muslim 

refugees.
He said, in part, “You didn’t do 

what you did to be nominated for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, or to receive this 
award. You did it because it was right.”

He also stated, “I grew up with the 
Greek Orthodox Church of the Assump-
tion in my hometown and I got these 
values. As the world changes around us, 
faith is what keeps us solid.”

Not only did the fishermen of the 
Greek islands, Lesbos, being the closest 

to Turkish shores, save thousands of ref-
ugees, but islanders opened their homes, 
hospitals, schools, and their pantries to 
the flood of refugees.

The crisis has strained the infra-
structure of the islands but also provided 
an opportunity for the fishermen and 
their families to demonstrate the gos-
pel in action, as National Commander 
Limberakis said, “[in] the martyria of 
simple fishermen and a humble yiayia, 
we behold the best of the Christian and 
Hellenic ideals: philotimo, philanthro-
pia and philoxenia. As too many in the 
world turned a blind eye to the six mil-
lion Syrians who have had to flee their 
homeland, our fellow Hellenes opened 
their eyes, their arms, and their hearts to 
the plight of their fellow human beings.”

 Archbishop Demetrios praised the 
fishermen, stating, “These people have 
loved the refugees more than them-
selves... We bow before this type of 
love, heroism, and offering to human-
ity.”

Upon receiving the Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award, Mr. Valiamios’ 
comments were brief and heartfelt. Of 
his heroic acts and those of his compatri-
ots, he said, “Every person in the world 
is entitled to the same respect and help 
when they are in need. I think we did 
the least amount possible of what could 
have been done for these people.

Archons Honor Lesbos Humanitarians at Annual Banquet
Former White House Chief of Staff Gives Keynote

Archbishop Demetrios joined 
the Order of Saint Andrew in honor-
ing Archon John A. Catsimatidis by 
bestowing upon him the “Nicholas J. 
Bouras Award for Extraordinary Ar-
chon Stewardship.”

The Award was presented dur-
ing a special celebratory dinner dance 
held at The Metropolitan Club, which 
launched the annual Archon Weekend 
on Oct. 20.

Archon Catsimatidis was joined 
by his wife, Margo, and by his chil-
dren, Andrea and John Jr., who intro-
duced their father, as he received the 
prestigious Award.

Catsimatidis has been an active 
member of the Greek American com-
munity in New York, throughout the 
U.S. and abroad. Proud of his New 
York upbringing and his Greek Heri-
tage, Archon Catsimatidis is the son 
of Greek immigrants, having arrived 
in the U.S. at six months old.

A strong supporter of the Church 
with a strong sense of civic duty, Ar-
chon John has served as chairman of 
the Archdiocesan Council, a board 
member of the Leadership 100, and he 
is a founding member of the FAITH 
Endowment. He is a strong supporter 
of the Police Athletic League, and is 
on the board of Columbia Presbyte-
rian Hospital and the Hellenic Time 
Scholarship Fund.

Bouras Award
to Catsimatidis

 by John Mindala

NEW YORK - Twenty-four new 
members were inducted into the Ar-
chons Class of 2017 during the annual 
Order of St. Andrew-Archons of the Ec-
umenical Patriarchate weekend Oct. 20-
22. The induction service took place at 
Holy Trinity Cathedral with Archbishop 
Demetrios presiding.

New Archons and their professions 
are:

Dennis N. Assanis, Ph.D., Newark, 
Del., president of the University of Dela-
ware; Michael Nicholas Bapis, Manhas-
set, N.Y., private wealth management; 
Frank Paul Boardman, Charlotte, N.C., 
architect; Justin Koutras Bozonelis, 
managing director Cantor Fitzgerald; 
Philip John Economopoulos, Montara 
Calif.; private wealth management; 
George Cepynsky, Leslie, Ill., electrical 
engineer; Themis James Fotieo, Grand 

Rapids, Mich., attorney.
John Fotopoulos, Ph.D., Munster, 

Ind., university professor, Orthodox 
scholar; Thomas George Gatzunis, 
Marlborough, Mass., senior executive, 
Daedalus Projects Inc., construction 
consultants commissioner of public 
safety (ret.), Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts.

Carl Robert Hollister, Mason, Ohio; 
supreme president Order of AHEPA, 
president, L.M. Kohn and Company, 
investment advisors; Demetrius G. Ka-
lamaras, Staten Island, N.Y.; attorney; 
William Michael Korchak, Seaford, 
N.Y., real estate brokerage and consul-
tant; John Koutsoupis, Boca Raton, Fla., 
law enforcement.

Constantine Steve Liollio, Houston, 
engineer; George Nicholas Marinides, 
MD, Ph.D., East Amherst, N.Y., phy-

sician; Jeffrey Vasilios Michals, Wall, 
N.J., senior vice president, sales, com-
puter software industry (ret.); George 
Harry Mitsanas, Palos Verdes Penin-
sula, Calif., real estate mortgage bank-
ing; Alfred Alexandros Dwayne Peters, 
Toms River, N.J.; consultant, security 
and personal safety.

George Anthony Sifakis, Arlington, 
Va., former assistant to the President of 
the United States and director of the 
White House Office of Public Liaison; 
John Sitilides, Washington, principal, 
Trilogy Advisors, government rela-
tions, global risk management, profes-
sional speaker; Peter Angelo Tsudis, 
Pittsburgh, engineer, real estate invest-
ments; John C. Tsunis, Port Jefferson, 
N.Y., hospitality industry; George Peter 
Vittas, Redford, Texas, civil engineer, 
airport planning and construction.

Order of St. Andrew Inducts New Members

GOA/D.Panagos photo

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Efstratios Valiamos receives the Humanitarian Award from Reince Priebus and Arch-
bishop Demetrios at the banquet. Also shown are Greece’s Consul General Dr. Kon-
stantinos Koutras, John Catsimatidis, Dr. Anthony Limberakis and Master of Ceremo-
nies Mike Emanuel.

The new class of the Order of St. Andrew-Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate with Archbishop Demitrios and other clergy.
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Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon

 by Jim Golding

GARFIELD, N.J. – The Nation-
al Philoptochos’ biennial Children’s 
Medical Fund Luncheon on Nov. 11 
disbursed more than $250,000 to 15 
noted health care organizations in the 
Metropolis of New Jersey.

Among those at the luncheon ven-
ue, the palatial banquet facility, The 
Venetian, were Archbishop Demetrios, 
Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey, 
who officially welcomed 770 guests 
from every metropolis of the Archdio-
cese, an attendance record; Bishop Sev-
astianos of Zela, spiritual advisor to the 
National Philoptochos, and the Consuls 
General of Greece and Cyprus.

Master of ceremonies was Laura 
Evans Manatos, president and found-
er of the medial consulting company 
Laura Evans Media, and former news 
anchor and reporter for the FOX-TV 
News affiliate in Washington. She is 
the wife of Archon and Leadership 100 
member Michael Manatos.

The event featured a moving pre-
sentation by featured speaker Anita 
Baglaneas Devlin, who spoke about her 
son’s addiction to opioid pain killers 
and the struggle to overcome the illness.

Luncheon chairman was Metropo-
lis of New Jersey Philoptochos Presi-
dent Anastasia Michals.

Presentation of grants
National President Maria Lo-

gus and Ms. Michals presented the 
$250,000 in grants to the following or-
ganizations:

• Beebe Medical Foundation of 
Lewis, Del. $26,000 grant will support 
the project, Women’s and Children’s 
Health Center for Excellence and its 
neonatal resuscitation program.

• The Maryland School for the 
Blind, Baltimore. $6,000 for its thera-
peutic horseback riding project. Stu-
dents benefit through physical activity, 
psychologically, socially and educa-
tionally.

• The Ronald McDonald House 
Charities of Baltimore Inc., $7,341 
grant. The Ronald McDonald Houses 
throughout the country provide care to 
families who stay at the facility while 
their children are treated for serious ill-
ness at local hospitals. Funds are used 
for the purchase of appliances, equip-
ment, furnishings, essentials for kitch-
ens, laundry rooms, guest rooms, main-
tenance and other needs.

• University of Maryland Medical 
System Foundation, Baltimore. $24,000 
will go toward purchase of equipment 
for the university’s Children’s Hospital, 
which provides the highest level of care 
for the smallest and sickest newborn 
babies and addresses life-threatening 
situations.

• Camp Oakhurst, Oakhurst, N.J. 
$5,755 grant will support therapeuti-
cally adapted recreation activities at 
the camp to enhance the quality of life 
for children with special needs, includ-
ing autism and physical and intellectual 
disabilities.

• Children’s Specialized Hospital 
Foundation Inc., Mountainside, N.J. 
$10,000 for the expansion of clinical 
spaces for special needs primary care, 

to underwrite the costs of creating and 
outfitting a new exam room to provide 
team-based care with pediatricians, 
specialists and sub-specialists.

• Deidre O’Brien Child Advocacy 
Center Inc., Morristown, N.J. $35,000 
will support an on-site medical program 
for child victims of physical and sexu-
al abuse and/or neglect. The program 
brings specialized medical personnel 
from Hackensack Regional Medical 
Center to provide critical medical ser-
vices at Deidre’s House to more than 
100 child victims. The executive di-
rector of Deidre’s House, Maria Vinci 
Savetierre, gave a brief overview of the 
facility’s accomplishments and shared 
two stories of the child victims of abuse 
that Deidre’s House has been helping. 
The funds will be used to train doctors 
in treating the abuse victims.

• Embrace Kids Foundation, New 
Brunswick, N.J. $33,250 will help a 
pediatric palliative care program that 
helps children facing cancer, sickle cell 
anemia and other serious health prob-
lems. This includes providing nurses 
from hospital to home to help patients 
manage pain and other symptoms that 
cause discomfort.

• Sound Start Babies Foundation, 
Mountain Lakes, N.J. The $15,000 
grant will support an early intervention 
program for children birth to age 3 with 
hearing impairments.

• Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia. $10,000 grant will aid the Social 
Work Emergency Fund that provides 
logistical support and other assistance 
to families dealing with an injured or ill 
child.

• Overbrook School for the Blind, 
Philadelphia. $23,479 grant will fund 
therapeutic resource rooms for the OSB 
students, which will include modifying 
two rooms on the main floor to serve 
as therapeutic spaces and installing lifts 
to help children to the bathroom or a 
changing table.

• Children’s Hospital of King’s 
Daughters Inc., Norfolk, Va. $14,900 
grant for the Child Abuse Program will 
help fund soundproofing for a forensic 
interview room used to conduct 24 in-

terviews of abuse victims. The hospital 
cares for about 1,200 children and their 
families each year.

• Inova Health System Foundation, 
Falls Church, Va. $5,975 grant will pay 
for resource booklets for 80 nurses and 
education packs for families of children 
with diabetes.

• Ronald McDonald House Chari-
ties of Southwest Virginia, Roanoke. 
$17,000 for the creation of a “Magic 
Room,” specifically for children to 
provide an escape and bring a sense of 
magic and comfort to those undergoing 
chemotherapy.

• Special Love Inc., Winchester, 
Va. $20,000 will help the “Camp Fan-
tastic” program to provide normal 
camping activities for children with 
cancer.

Program highlights
In her featured address, Ms. Dev-

lin, daughter of the late Fr. Theodore 
Baglaneas, presented a message of hope 
and faith from the account of her fam-
ily’s harrowing experience in helping 
their son to overcome his addiction, his 
recovery and that of the entire family.  

“Church is first place people should 
come to for support, not the last,” she 
said. “It is very important for families 
in dealing with long term addition and 
praying is important.”

Devlin said her son’s addiction be-
gan after surgery on a torn shoulder at 
age 14. 

He was given prescription pain kill-
ers. “Once he started taking them, he 
couldn’t stop,” she said. “The pain pills 
replaced his love of lacrosse,” the sport 
he had excelled in.

The crisis affected her and her 
family. “I stopped doing charity work, 
stopped going to church, stopped liv-
ing; I had nothing to hold on to but fear 
itself,” she said. “I made believe every-
thing was fine.”

But when her son hit rock bottom 
and nearly overdosed, the long road to 
recovery began. She and her husband 
also had to go into treatment.

Since then, her son has been in re-
covery for seven years.  “My son found 
his way to recovery through faith-based 

CMF Benefits NJ Metropolis Healthcare Institutions

treatment. He even keeps a Bible next 
to him near his bed,” she added.

Now Ms. Devlin has dedicated 
her life to helping others to recover 
from addiction through her writing and 
speaking to many groups.

Past chairman honored
As is the practice each year, the 

chairman of the previous Children’s 
Medical Fund Luncheon was hon-
ored. Frances Levas, chairman of the 
2015 CMF event in Boston, has been a 
member of the Philoptochos more than 
30 years and has served two terms as 
president of the Metropolis of Boston 
Philoptochos.

A member of Taxiarchae Church in 
Watertown, Mass., Ms. Levas is direc-
tor of development at Hellenic College 
Holy Cross School of Theology.

Musical program
Eight sophomore students from 

Westminster Choir College in Princ-
eton, N.J., the only music school in the 
world that emphasizes choral singing. 
They sang a selection of songs that con-
cluded with their moving performance 
of “Ti Epermaho” in Greek that brought 
a standing ovation from the audience.

At the start of the luncheon, two 
Goyans from St. George parish in As-
bury Park/Ocean, N.J., Ria Kiafoulis 
and Markos Eugenis, sang the Greek 
and American national anthems.

In his closing comments, Arch-
bishop Demetrios praised the Philopto-
chos for their work in helping children 
through their medical fund luncheons. 
He noted that the printed luncheon pro-
gram quoted a Bible passage of Christ 
stating that people should approach the 
faith like children. “Children are beings 
of dependence,” he said. “We have to 
depend on God, not on money, power 
or position,” he said.

The Archbishop cited statistics 
showing that 21 million children in this 
country are in single-parent households, 
and about 35 million are victims of hu-
man trafficking and modern slavery.

He posed the rhetorical question, 
“Do the children of today have a fu-
ture?” To which he replied, “Their fu-
ture is the church.”

GOA/D.Panagos photo
Representatives of the healthcare organization grant recipients with Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan Evangelos of New 
Jersey, National Philoptochos spiritual advisor Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, National Philoptochos President Maria Logus, and New 
Jersey Metropolis Philoptochos President Anastasia Michals, and other dignitaries.
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 Philoptochos

 by Barbara Pasalis

For more than 85 years, Philopto-
chos stewards, embracing the teachings 
of our Lord to serve ‘the least of these 
thy Brethren’ in Matthew 25:40, have 
faithfully served the underprivileged, 
the homeless, the ill, and the infirm, of-
fering comfort and hope to the needy. 
Generations of dedicated women have 
touched and changed countless lives, 
answering the call over and over again.

And now, as we face the 21st cen-
tury and different challenges, Philop-
tochos is developing new programs to 
meet the needs of a changing society. 
In addition to raising funds for the min-
istries and programs that have been 
the heart and mission of Philoptochos 
over the past decades, such as Social 
Services, Children’s Medical Fund, 
General Medical Fund, the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, Saint Basil Academy, 
Hellenic College/Holy Cross Seminary, 
Inter Orthodox Christian Charities, Or-
thodox Christian Missions, St. Photios 
Shrine, Retired Clergy and Widowed 
Presbyteres Benefit Fund, Emergency 
Fund, and more, we are initiating new, 
hands-on programs to serve our parish 
communities and engage the services of 
young women, who are happy to take 
on projects but do not always have time 
to attend meetings. 

In response to the challenge pre-
sented by our president to provide 
250,000 meals in our Feed the Hun-
gry program during the 2014-16 term, 
Philoptochos stewards from across the 
country worked together to meet and 
far exceed that goal by providing over 
750,000 meals. As a result of this com-
mendable work, in June 2016 the Feed-
ing Children Everywhere organization 
honored National Philoptochos with its 
inaugural “Hunger Hero Award” in the 
Outstanding Faith-Based Organization 
category. During 2016-18, we have em-
braced a new goal---to provide 1 million 

meals by the 2018 convention.
Social and technological progress 

bring inherent challenges. Today’s 
youth are plagued by problems unheard 
of before the explosion of the Internet 
and smart phones. Two of these are 
technology addiction and cyber bully-
ing. In response to these critical issues, 
Philopotchos is developing educational 
initiatives to educate and inform our 
parishes and communities about the 
causes, warning signs and responses in 
order to help our communities protect 
their young members. 

Another educational initiative be-
ing developed focuses on opioid addic-
tion, an epidemic in our society, which 
often results from taking prescribed 
pain medication following an injury or 
surgery. In light of this current and in-
creasing crisis, opioid addiction will be 
a major topic on the agenda at the Na-
tional Philoptochos convention in 2018.

Women’s health is also an area 
being addressed by Philopotchos. By 
alerting our communities to the critical 
health issues facing women, it is our 
hope that we can broaden their aware-
ness and knowledge and ultimately help 
save lives.

Thus, Philopotchos is constantly 
adapting to the needs of our communi-
ties. We live our faith actively. As our 
world changes and evolves, we will 
continue to develop new programs and 
initiatives to meet new and unforeseen 
challenges in a modern world.  As our 
National President has so eloquently 
stated, “Service to our church, our com-
munity, and our world was our past, it 
is our present, and it will be our future.”

As the Lord said, “I came to earth 
not to be served, but to serve.”  This is 
the heart of Philoptochos and the leg-
acy handed down by our mothers and 
grandmothers.  We invite our women of 
all ages to join us on this noble journey!

“Why do women serve Philoptochos for decades?  
Why do they pass that legacy on to their daughters and granddaughters?”
“Today, why do women who have more demands on them than ever before 
volunteer their few free hours to this worthy cause?”
“We have learned that life’s most urgent question is ‘What are you doing for 
others?’  To that, Philoptochos members can say, without hesitation or doubt, 
We Serve.”
    …Maria Logus, National Philoptochos president

A Legacy of Service that Continues

Over 85 years ago, the Greek Or-
thodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, 
Inc., adhering to the words of the Lord, 
established its National Ministry Com-
mitments program to share God’s love 
with those in need. 

As a result of this national effort, at 
the National Board meeting held in con-
junction with the Children’s Medical 
Fund luncheon in New Jersey on No-
vember 10, 2017, the National Philop-
tochos Board approved disbursements 
totaling $515,697 on behalf of its more 
than 400 chapters across the nation.

Following is a listing of the Na-
tional Philoptochos Ministry Commit-
ments/Programs, along with the pro-
grams and organizations that benefited: 

2017 Children’s Medical Fund 
• $253,700 to 15 programs and organi-
zations within the Metropolis of New 
Jersey (story on previous page)

2017 Hurricane Relief Funds
• $77,266 (Hurricane Harvey Fund 
$41,191 to be disbursed as needed to 62 
Greek Orthodox families in Houston
• General Hurricane Fund $36,075

• $16,075 Hurricane Maria in Puerto 
Rico
• $10,000 Hurricane Irma in Florida
• $10,000 Hurricane Harvey in Hous-
ton 
• Inter Orthodox Christian Charities 
$40,000
• $20,000 Podoconiosis Project, Ethio-
pia
• $20,000 Agricultural Development, 
Kosovo
• Support a Mission Priest (SAMP) 
$36,000 to train 60 priests @ $600 each
• Hellenic College/Holy Cross School 
of Theology $35,200
•  $1,600 scholarships to 22 students in 
need
• Retired Clergy and Widowed Pres-
vteres Benevolent Fund - $30,000
• Orthodox Christian Missions Fund 
$25,000
• $15,000 for Guatemala Health Care 
Team
• $10,000 matching grant to train and 
equip new missionaries for Guatemala
• Social Services Fund
$10,000, Homefull, Dayton, Ohio, for 
job training of homeless citizens.

The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos Society, Inc.
Joins all the faithful in America

in Congratulating
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of America

on the 50th Anniversary of his Elevation to the Episcopacy
and the 18th Anniversary of his

Enthronement as Archbishop of America

National Philoptochos 
Makes Disbursements 

Totaling $515,697

Philoptochos celebrated the fifth 
anniversary of the purchase of the Cen-
ter of Philanthropy on Nov. 27.  Since 
moving into the building, the Center has 
become the focal point for day-to-day 
operations, meetings, convention prepa-
rations, delivery of counseling services 
through our Social Services department, 
outreach services and the organizational 
center for the National Feed the Hungry 
program.  As the National Director stat-
ed at our Nov. 10 National Board meet-
ing, 126 East 37th St. “has become a true 
center of philanthropy.”

 At the time of purchase, the build-
ing was in excellent condition, and oth-
er than a coat of paint, it was move-in 
ready. Like all good stewards of proper-

ty, we have commenced a well-planned 
maintenance and renovation program, 
always keeping in mind fiscal respon-
sibility and mindful of our budgetary 
obligations to our membership. The 
Façade Restoration is now proceeding 
nicely and will result in a renewed exte-
rior, consistent with the historical fabric 
of the neighborhood.  Also included in 
the renovation work are replacement of 
the HVAC systems and expansion and 
reorganization of the interior space for 
greatest efficiency.  

During our initial fundraising efforts 
for the Center, we not only received mon-
ies for the Chapter Giving Tree, which 
currently graces our second floor and 
which carries the name of almost every 

chapter in the United States, but also do-
nations from members who made con-
tributions of at least $1,000 earmarked 
for a leaf “In Honor of,” “In Memory 
of” or “In Thanksgiving for” a special 
individual. A new tree, now known as 
the TRADITION OF LOVE TREE will 
soon be a reality, and leaves are cur-
rently available for anyone who wishes 
to participate. Further details of this op-
portunity are provided on the Philopto-
chos website at http://philoptochos.org/
news/centerphilo/. As we celebrate the 
holidays and count our blessings, what 
better gift could there be than to honor or 
memorialize a beloved mother, Yiayia 
or other loved one in perpetuity in the 
Philoptochos Center of Philanthropy!

Philoptochos’ Home:  A True Center of Philanthropy

Philoptochos center Philanthropy under-
going renovations. (below) The confer-
ence room.

Orthodox Observer photos
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“She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.”

(Matthew 1:21)

A Blessed Christmas and 
a Happy and Healthy New Year

George S. Tsandikos, Chairman
Argyris Vassiliou, Vice Chairman
Kassandra L. Romas, Secretary
Thomas G. Jordan, Treasurer

Paulette Poulos, Executive Director 

Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Fund, Incorporated
Advancing Orthodoxy and Hellenism in America
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Double the Impact 
for Families in Greece

YOUR GIFT CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN GREECE SUCH AS:
• Providing essential food for families 

and the elderly

• Creating sustainable agricultural jobs

• Delivering critical medical supplies 
for Greek hospitals

• Helping youth learn and develop 
new skills

• Giving aid to refugees

INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX 
CHRISTIAN CHARITIES

PLEASE GIVE FOR GREECE TODAY:

iocc.org/GiveForGreece

THE 

JAHARIS FAMILY FOUNDATION, INC., 
has generously offered to match all gifts to 

IOCC’s Give for Greece program up to $1 million

We have to be truthful to our-
selves individually and truthful among 
ourselves as a community.”

His Eminence recognized the ef-
forts of the Executive Committee 
members Mr.  Tsandikos, Council 
Secretary Cathy Walsh, Mr. Psaros 
and Bishop Andonios. “They are very 
much engaged,” said the Archbishop, 
“in the very intensive work to estab-
lish the means and ways of overcom-
ing this difficulty.” 

He added, “We have deal with this 
serious financial situation; It must se-
riously be taken care of.”

Mr. Tsandikos noted that the seri-
ous financial issues “have affected the 
daily work of our Archdiocese. It has 
been painful to reduce the staff.” Ap-
proximately 25 percent of the employ-
ees were terminated in October.

He also acknowledged Psaros’ ac-
tion to underwrite the review of the fi-
nancial operations of the Archdiocese 
and the forensic audit of St. Nicholas 
Church and National Shrine at the 
World Trade Center.

Mr. Tsandikos concluded his 
comments stating: “… this is a time 
for unity. Not fragmentation. For the 
good of our national church, do not let 
those who wish for weakness lessen 
our resolve to strengthen the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 
We have accomplished so much. Let 
us resolve to unite to continue the 
good work for the years ahead.”

Actions also taken thus far include 
reducing the operating budget by 
about $6.7 million, freezing the parish 
assessments to current levels and re-
ducing the Metropolis assessments for 
2018. More cost-cutting measures will 
also be undertaken.

The accounting firm of Grant-
Thornton has been engaged to re-
view the Archdiocese operations and 
internal controls, and to perform an 
independent forensic audit of the St. 
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine project.

Clergy-Laity Congress
Boston will be the site of the 2018 

Clergy-Laity Congress, slated for July 
1-5, but there was some discussion as 
to whether it should not be delayed 
until the following year. 

Executive Committee member 
George Behrakis, of Tewksbury, 
Mass., a member of the Archdiocesan 
Council since 1999, argued for its 
postponement, citing the need to rees-
tablish stability with the Archdiocese 
financial situation.

“It’s the wrong time to have the 
conference,” said Mr. Behrakis. “We 
need to get our house in order. We 
need accountability and also transpar-
ency.” He also cited a large number of 
other conventions taking place in Bos-
ton over July 4 as an additional reason 
not to hold it next July.

Archbishop Demetrios was ada-
mant about convening the congress in 
Boston next July.

Some members who spoke on the 
importance of holding the conference 
next summer, said in part it is to dem-
onstrate the openness and transparen-
cy that the Archdiocese must promote.

Another reason cited was the ne-
cessity for the congress’ approval of 
expenditures and programs necessary 
to maintain operations for the next 
two-year cycle.

“It may be a good idea to post-
pone,” said Council member George 
Kaludis of Potomac, Md. “However, 
we have of plan of work on what’s to 
be done in the interim period (between 
congresses).” This would include the 
approval of the budget for the fol-
lowing two-year period, changes in 
boards and other plans and projects 
that would require approval.

In the end, members voted ap-
proval to continue with plans to hold 
the congress in July. Location will be 
the Marriott at Copley Square.

A proposed amendment
Constantine Caras, of Greenville, 

Del., presented the Administration 
Committee report in which he dis-
cussed a proposed amendment to the 
UPR that will be presented at the July 
Clergy-Laity Congress. The amend-
ment calls for prohibiting parish em-
ployees or family members of a priest 
from serving on the parish council, the 
election committee and board of audi-
tors.

Several council members spoke 
against and in favor of the proposed 
amendment. Some opponents argued 
that it would present a hardship on 
smaller parishes having few members.

Other committee reports
Council members also heard re-

ports from the Communications, 
Stewardship Outreach & Develop-
ment, Marriage and Family, Youth & 
Young Adult Ministry and Informa-
tion Technology committees and the 
Office of Development.

The situation has had some effect 
on daily operations of several of the 
departments, at least for the foresee-
able future. These include:

• The Orthodox Observer will be 
printed on a bi-monthly basis to cut 
costs and two of the three personnel 
directly involved with producing each 
issue have been let go.

• The Marriage and Family De-
partment has lost three staff members 
and one changed from full-time to 
part-time status. Travel to organized 
conferences, retreats and workshops 
has been decreased or eliminated.  
There has also been a decrease or 
elimination of technology and soft-
ware programs for recording webinars 
and other digital projects.

• The Department of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries has lost a full-
time position - the assistant director, 
and three part-time positions – a social 
media coordinator, intern, and video 
editor. The events and travel budget 
has been cut, including the Be the Bee 
retreats.

• The Department of Internet Min-
istries has lost three full-time staff 
members, down to four, and all nine 
part-time positions, including current 
HCHC seminarians and recent gradu-
ates who worked on special projects. 
This represents a 75 percent decrease 
in personnel.

Other departments also have ex-
perienced small staff reductions.

  from page 1

Council Confronts
Financial Dilemma
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WISHING YOU A BLESSED SEASON AND A 
NEW YEAR FILLED WITH PEACE AND JOY.
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CrossRoad is a ten-day academic summer institute that prepares high 
school juniors and seniors to make big life decisions and invites them to 
connect with the Orthodox Christian theological and spiritual tradition. 
Participants from all over the country come together to experience daily 
worship, explore their vocation, make lifelong friendships, take Theology 
and Scripture classes with the best professors in the country, serve their 

neighbor in a radically new way, and explore Boston or Chicago! 

2018 Summer Dates
Session 1: June 16-June 26 (Hellenic College Holy Cross, Boston, MA)

Session 2: July 2-July 12 (Hellenic College Holy Cross, Boston, MA)

Session 3: July 21-July 31 (North Park University, Chicago, IL)

Who is eligible to apply?
Orthodox Christian juniors or seniors in high school

Students between the ages of 16 and 18

Applications are due February 1, 2018! 
For more information or to apply, visit  

www.crossroadinstitute.org

Archons

  from page 2

Order of St. Andrew Holds Religious Freedom Conference

(top left) With Archbishop Demetrios - Dr. Limberakis, Jay Sekulow and Carl Hollister. 
(top right) with Secretary of Commerce Ross. (below) Sen. Marco Rubio ( greeting the 
Archbishop) and Rabbi Arthur Schneier of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation.

GOA/D.Panagos photos

Senate Kennedy Caucus Room. Sen. 
Cardin stressed the need to protect re-
ligious targets because “what we see in 
the Middle East is unacceptable. If we 
don’t take any action, we condone that 
activity. The United States must take the 
leadership. Those committing atrocities 
should not get a pass,” he said.

2nd session
Session Two focused on the main 

theme Persecution of Christians and 
Possible Solutions.

Archon Andrew E. Manatos, for-
mer assistant secretary of commerce, 
co-chaired the event along with Con-
gressman Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) Co-
Vice-Chair of the Congressional Re-
ligious Freedom Caucus. Manatos 
presented speaker Sen. James Lankford 
(R-OK). Sen. Lankford urged that we 
speak out clearly for those who are un-
justly attacked. “More and more places 
in the world have less freedom,” he not-
ed. “Blasphemy laws are being adopted 
in the world. We should not freely trade 
with a country that doesn’t recognize re-
ligious liberty.”

Rep. Bilirakis introduced his col-
league and co-chair Congresswoman 
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY). Rep. Malo-
ney emphasized that religious persecu-
tion “is happening all over the world,” 
adding there is a need to create a system 
to accurately track everything happen-
ing to Christian minorities and other re-
ligions. “We need to put more meat in 
legislation,” she added, such as no aid to 
Egypt unless they let Christians rebuild 
their churches.

Maloney has advocated for reforms 
in Turkey such as the reopening of 
Halki – the Greek Orthodox Christian 
theological school, closed in 1971 by 
the Turkish government. “Look at coun-
tries that respect minorities, religion and 
women – they don’t have terrorism,” 
Maloney added.

Rep. Bilirakis emphasized the need 
to “speak out. Our darkest moments 
have come when those who know bet-
ter stood still. We must fight to protect 
Christians all over the world.” He said 
the United States must “stand up” to 
our so-called allies, recommending this 
country appoint an ambassador-at-large 
for international religion freedom.

US Rep. Jeff Fortenberry, (R-Neb.) 

said attacks on Christians are not only a 
loss of life, but are a disabling factor in 
the Middle East. “What has happened is 
genocide,” he emphasized. “What needs 
to be done is resurrection, revitalization 
and repatriation”

William Antholis, CEO of the Uni-
versity of Virginia’s Miller Center of 
Public Affairs, moderated the second 
session. 

Panelists were Archbishop Diony-
sius Kawak, Syriac Orthodox Church;

Bishop Angaelos, Coptic Ortho-
dox Church, United Kingdom; V. Rev. 
Fr. Isaac Crow, Antiochian Orthodox 
Church; Anna Koulouris, communi-
cations advisor, Patriarchate of Jeru-
salem; and Johny Messo, President, 
World Council of Arameans (Syriacs).

The evening banquet, hosted by 
the Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras 
Foundation, featured remarks by Jor-
dan Sekulow, executive director of the 
American Center for Law and Justice 
and Reince Priebus, former White 
House Chief of Staff. The Hon. B. The-
odore Bozonelis, Order of St. Andrew 
secretary and trustee of the Bouras 
Foundation made welcoming remarks. 

“Christianity is being wiped out 
from the very lands in which it was 
born 2,000 years ago,” said Dr. Antho-
ny Limberakis, National Commander 
for the Order of St. Andrew, adding 
“by hosting the Third International 
Conference on Religious Freedom, the 
Order of St. Andrew aims to shed light 
on this crisis confronting Christians in 
the Middle East.”

Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) was the 
main speaker at the Dec. 6 breakfast 
meeting.  “We must move on with a 
sense of urgency…will we stand with 
our persecuted brothers and sisters in 
the hour of their suffering? 

I pray the answer is yes,” said the 
senator who received a standing ova-
tion at the conclusion of his speech.

Two more important sessions were 
held on the Conference’s last day. The 
third session on Freedoms of Religion 
and the Press, at the Newseum was 
moderated by Lauren Green, Fox News 
chief religion correspondent.

The final session focused on Sa-
cred Sites and Property Rights and was 
moderated by Elizabeth Prodromou, 
Tufts University Fletcher School for 
Law & Diplomacy Visiting Associate 
Professor of Conflict Resolution.

The American Hellenic Education-
al and Progressive Association (AHE-
PA) sponsored the luncheon meeting 
and AHEPA’s Supreme President Carl 
Hollister was the host. Archon An-
drew J. Ekonomou senior counsel of 
the American Center for Law & Jus-
tice, introduced the main speaker Jay 
Sekulow, Chief Counsel of the Ameri-
can Center for Law & Justice and past 

Athenagoras’ Award recipient. 
Finally, U.S. House Foreign Af-

fairs Committee Chairman Rep. Ed 
Royce, (R-CA) speaking at the farewell 
dinner at the U.S. Institute of Peace ex-
pressed concern over “oppressive tac-
tics that impede freedom” for Orthodox 
Christian believers within Turkey, as 
well as the 300 million Orthodox be-
lievers around the world.
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Orthodox Christian Mission Center

by Alex Goodwin
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MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. – A 
first-hand report on challenges and op-
portunities facing Orthodoxy in Kenya, 
East Africa by Orthodox Christian Mis-
sion Center long-term missionary Dr. 
Bill Black was a major feature at the 
OCMC Board of Directors fall meeting 
held Nov. 13-15.

The Board also discussed methods 
for increasing long-term missionaries 
in the field, enhancing development op-
portunities, and maximizing social me-
dia presence. 

In addition, the directors adopted 
the 2018 budget, reviewed investments, 
insurance and governance matters, up-
dated missionary policies, endorsed 
joint efforts with other agencies of the 
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bish-
ops in the United States, and received 
a report on the upcoming OCMC Gala 
early next year.

Thomas and Elizabeth Manual 
were approved for missionary service 
in Guatemala. Thomas is currently pas-
toral assistant and youth director at An-
nunciation Cathedral in Norfolk, Va., 
and Elizabeth is a special needs teacher.

The sessions were held at the Holy 
Ascension Orthodox Church, which 
serves the greater Charleston area, 
hosted by its pastor and OCMC Board 
member, Fr. John Parker. In addition, 
Fr. Parker serves as Department of 

Evangelism chairman of the Orthodox 
Church in America, and has a regular 
podcast on Ancient Faith Radio.

For the past two years, Dr. Black 
has been in Nairobi, Kenya, assigned as 
deputy dean and lecturer at the Makari-
os III Seminary. Unfortunately, during 
most of that time, the seminary has been 
closed due to the lack of funding from 
Greece and Cyprus. 

There is not much hope of it re-
opening in the near future. Instead, 
Bishop Athanasius (Akunda), a Kenyan 
and graduate of Holy Cross Seminary, 
where he was supported by OCMC, has 
invited Dr. Black to serve in the newly 
created Diocese of Kisumu and Western 
Kenya.

Working toward an ultimate goal of 
self-sustainability, Dr. Black will be de-
veloping a program of continuing edu-
cation for the diocese’s 100-plus clergy, 
and teaching stewardship, discipleship, 
and leadership in the parishes.

Following an afternoon and eve-
ning of committee meetings, the next 
morning the Directors worshipped and 
received Holy Communion together at a 
Divine Liturgy and prayers were offered 
for newly departed George Parandes of 
Jacksonville, Fla., a former board mem-
ber and long-time Treasurer.

Board President John Colis re-
flected on a mission team trip he and 
his wife, Carrie, joined this past sum-
mer to Ghana in West Africa which he 

described as “overwhelming” from their 
experiences with both the poverty and 
piety of the Orthodox people there.

President Colis also welcomed new 
member Michael Kuziak of Old Lyme, 
Conn., and thanked three individu-
als who are leaving the board, Armin 
Brown, Fr. Matthew Tate, and Sotiris 
Pagdadis.

In his report, Executive Director 
Fr. Martin Ritsi highlighted coopera-
tive ventures with Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship in its Real Break program 
and Project Mexico which builds homes 
for poor families in Mexico, as well as 
working with Orthodox summer camp 
directors to include Mission segments 
in their programs. In all these cases the 
desire is to better acquaint high school 

and college age young people with Or-
thodox Mission opportunities.

Fr. Ritsi also explained the work to 
establish Orthodoxy in Jamaica under 
Metropolitan Athenagoras of Mexico.

On Feb. 10  OCMC will hold a 
gala event in Boca Raton, Fla., to honor 
long-time Board member and Past Pres-
ident Helen Nicozisis and her husband, 
Lou, generous benefactors for Missions. 
For more information or to help spon-
sor the commemorative journal, contact 
FrChris@ocmc.org.

The Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center (OCMC) is the official missions 
agency of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States 
dedicated to fulfilling Christ’s last com-
mand to make disciples of all nations.

Long-Term Missionaries Topic of OCMC Fall Meeting

OCMC PhotoOCMC Board of Trustees members at their recent meeting.
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Philoptochos Chapter 
Honors Veterans

by Nancy Agris Savage

Metropolis News

Archdiocese News Assembly of Bishops 

The study “Young Adults and 
Young Adult Ministries in American 
Orthodox Christian Parishes” has been 
released by the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the USA. 

The subject of young Orthodox 
Church members was a major topic on 
the agenda of the recent annual General 
Assembly meeting (Oct. 3-5, Garfield, 
N.J.). This report was prepared in order 
to help the Assembly address our com-
mon concern about the engagement of 
youth and young adults in the lives of 
American Orthodox parishes. Examples 
of what the readers will find in the re-
port include:

Which programs and activities are 

most crucial for attracting young adult 
church members?

Why it is important to have a des-
ignated young adult leader in a parish?

Which aspects of Orthodox wor-
ship are especially appealing to young 
adult church members?

How does a parish’s involvement 
with an Orthodox Christian Fellowship 
(OCF) affect young adult parishioners 
and young adult ministries?

Parishes from five Orthodox juris-
dictions participated in this study. The 
report was prepared by Alexei Krin-
datch, the Assembly’s research coor-
dinator. More information, visit www.
assemblyofbishops.org

Assembly Releases Youth Study

WESTON, Mass. – The St. Chris-
tine Chapter of the Philoptochos Wom-
en’s Society recently honored Veterans 
spanning several generations at a spe-
cial ceremony held at the St. Demetrios 
Church in Weston.

The evening opened with a prayer 
from Fr. Vincent Minucci and welcom-
ing remarks from co-chairs CMDR 
Andrea Katsenes, US Coast Guard 
and Valerie Wiegel and a Pinning Cer-
emony under the direction of Sergeant 
First Class Sarada Kalpee, US Army 
Reserve. An Armed Forces Medley was 
played, with veterans standing as their 
service song was played. 

In an emotional tribute to parish 
veterans who are no longer living,  re-
tired Col. James Wiegel, U.S. Army, 
presented a ceremonial Missing Man 
Table, a table set for one with a white 
tablecloth symbolic of the purity of their 
intentions responding to their country’s 
call to serve, a single red rose signify-
ing the blood shed in sacrifice for our 
freedom, a slice of lemon representing 
the bitter fate of their passing, salt sym-
bolizing tears shed by their families, an 

inverted glass representing the fact that 
those remembered cannot partake, a lit 
candle for the light of hope of a grate-
ful nation and an empty chair signifying 
that they are no longer with us.

A moving meditation for Veteran’s 
Day was offered by Philoptochos Presi-
dent Nikki Stournaras. 

Veterans honored during the cer-
emony included: Dr. Stephen Alphas, 
U.S. Army, Weston; William Angelus, 
U.S. Marines, Waban; James Avtges, 
U.S. Navy, Belmont; Peter Capernaros, 
U.S. Navy, Canton; James Condos, 
U.S. Army, Wellesley; Perry Constas, 
U.S. Army, Medfield; Gregory Cos-
mopoulos, U.S. Army, Framingham; 
Chris Karys, U.S. Army, Chestnut Hill; 
Charles Lambros, U.S. Army, Need-
ham; Thomas Lelon, U.S. Marines, 
Medway; George Makris, U.S. Army, 
Wellesley; John Morakis, U.S. Army, 
Waltham; Peter Patsio, U.S. Army, 
Needham; Thaddeus (Ted) Prorok, U.S. 
Army, Needham; Andrew Rempis, U.S. 
Army, Wellesley; James Rempis, U.S. 
Air Force, Reading; George Sgourakes, 
Army Air Corps, Millis; Michael Spi-
ros, U.S. Navy, Needham; Angelo Sta-
moulis, U.S. Army, Holliston; James 
Wiegel, U.S. Army, Sudbury. 

NEW YORK – As a key part of 
the ongoing Archdiocesan effort to 
improve financial and internal con-
trols, and in keeping with his com-
mitment to proper governance and 
transparency, Archbishop Demetrios 
has announced the appointment of a 
new group of financial and legal pro-
fessionals to serve as members of the 
Archdiocesan Council’s Standing Au-
dit Committee. 

While this is an important step in 
strengthening internal controls, ad-
ditional measures are planned for the 
committee, in concert with proposals 
for improved accountability and fiscal 
responsibility that will be made at the 
upcoming Clergy Laity Congress.

The new Audit Committee mem-
bers, all serving for the first time, are 
Archdiocesan Council members who 
bring a wealth of experience and skills 
to the task.

Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta 
will serve as presiding hierarch for the 
committee, which will be chaired by 
Elaine Allen.

Ms. Allen, CPA, a partner at 
Mitchell & Titus, LLP and retired 
partner at Ernst & Young, is a recog-
nized not-for-profit expert, specializ-
ing in audit and advisory services.

Three additional members have 
been appointed. They are Keith Maib 
of the Metropolis of Denver, a CPA 
and senior managing director of 
MackinacPartners, and has also served 
as CEO of numerous companies; Ma-

ria Stefanis, of the Metropolis of New 
Jersey, a corporate tax attorney with 
PRA Group Inc., and formerly a CPA 
for Arthur Young & Co.; and Harry 
Raptakis of the Direct Archdiocesan 
District, a lawyer in private practice, 
the District’s Finance Committee 
chairman and a former member of the 
St. Michael’s Home Board.

In addition, two advisory mem-
bers, who do not serve on the Archdi-
ocesan Council, were appointed.

They are: Tom Jordon of the Me-
tropolis of Detroit, currently serving as 
Leadership 100 treasurer and the for-
mer Leadership 100 Audit Committee 
chairman, and former CPA withPwC; 
and Jim Logothetis of the Metropolis 
of Chicago, a CPA and senior client 
handling partner at Ernst & Young, 
who currently serves as Leadership 
100 Audit Committee chairman.

The responsibilities of the Audit 
Committee will include assessing the 
reliability and accuracy of financial 
reporting; selecting external auditors; 
meeting with those auditors to re-
view audit plans and results; review-
ing internal controls and developing 
any necessary remediation plans; and 
monitoring compliance with appli-
cable laws and regulations pertaining 
to financial controls. To promote ac-
countability and transparency, audited 
financials will be provided, on an an-
nual basis, to the Archdiocesan Coun-
cil, the parishes and the Archdiocese 
faithful. 

Archbishop Appoints 
Audit Committee

Members of the Asembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States

GOA/D.Panagos photo

Archdiocesan Council members (above) hear a presentation from Archbishop Deme-
trios at their fall meeting on Oct. 20. (below) Communications Committee Vice Chair-
man Clifford T. Argue, presents a report.

Orthodox Observer photos
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Leadership 100

Education
Cyberbullying Addressed at 
Staff Development Seminar

Leadership 100 Welcomes 12 New 
Members at Recruitment Event

NEW YORK – St. Demetrios 
High School in Astoria hosted the 
annual Staff Development Seminar, 
organized by Direct Archdiocesan 
District Office of Education Director 
Maria Makedon, Tuesday, Nov. 7.

The seminar offered in-service 
training to teachers who serve in 
the District’s Greek-American day 
schools as well as the Greek after-
noon/Saturday schools. 

The seminar, attended by more 
than 200 teachers and administrators, 
included workshops for NYC day 
schools English program teachers in 
grades K-12.

For the Greek program, the Office 
of Education invited an exceptional 
educator –Haroula Ntalla, lecturer at 
Brooklyn College/CUNY. Ms. Ntalla 
discussed learning disabilities/diffi-
culties of students at an early age and 
ways to address them.

During the opening session at-
tended by all participating teachers, 
the keynote speaker, Jennifer Powell-
Lunder, Psy.D., a clinical psychologist 
based in Katonah, N.Y.,who discussed 
an issue at the forefront of educators’ 
and parents’ concerns throughout the 
nation – cyberbullying. In some cases 
this Internet phenomenon has caused 
some teens and others to commit sui-
cide and the Greek Orthodox commu-
nity is not immune.

According to the National Crime 
Prevention Council, cyberbullying is 
the process of using the Internet, cell-
phones or other devices with the intent 
to hurt or embarrass another person.

According to statistics in her pre-
sentation:

• Over 80 percent of teens use
cellphones regularly.

• Over 50 percent of kids report
being cyberbullied, and 10 to20 per-

cent experience frequently.
• Over 50 percent of kids have cy-

berbullied others.
• The majority of kids do not tell

their parents they have been cyberbul-
lied.

• Teenage girls are more likely
to be cyberbullied than teenage boys 
(40.6% versus 28.2%)

• Sixty-one percent of overweight
teens experience cyberbullying.

• One in six teens said they had
contact from a stranger online that 
made them feel uncomfortable or 
scared, and 

• Eighty-eight percent of teens
that use social media observed peo-
ple using  the system to be mean or 
cruel to others and 95 percent of those 
teems say that others ignore the mean 
behavior.

Dr. Powell-Lunder told the audi-
ence that, “from the perspective of the 
person who is being cyberbullied, they 
may not even realize they are being 
cyberbullied.”

She said parents and school offi-
cials should “play detective” and look 
for symptoms in a child that they may 
be victims of cyberbullying, including 
pretending to be ill, anxiety or depres-
sion.

Though there is no federal legisla-
tion for cyberbullying, she said that 49 
states have enacted laws that relate to 
practice.

Sending pornographic pictures 
over the internet (cyberporn) is an-
other problem behavior among teens, 
particularly boys, who send inappro-
priate pictures.

There have been cases of boys be-
ing arrested for disseminating pictures 
of girls,” she said, “They don’t think 
they’re breaking the law.

The Archbishop Iakovos Lead-
ership 100 Endowment Fund wel-
comed 12 new members at a mem-
bership recruitment dinner at the 
Metropolitan Club in New York on 
Nov 9. More than 80 members, in-
cluding many trustees, attended. The 
Executive Committee and Board 
of Trustees meetings took place on 
Nov. 10.

Archbishop Demetrios offered 
the Invocation and expressed his 
gratitude for the support Leadership 
100 provides for the National Min-
istries of the Archdiocese. Arthur 
Anton, a Leadership 100 founder 
and chairman emeritus, spoke on the 
origins of the organization and its 

continuing mission.
Leadership 100 Chairman 

George S. Tsandikos, who offi-
cially welcomed the new members, 
thanked all Leadership 100 members 
for their continued support.

Theodore K. Zampetis, National 
Membership chairman, spoke of the 
continuing efforts of Leadership 100 
to recruit committed Greek Ortho-
dox men and women who are leaders 
in their communities.

Paulette Poulos, Leadership 100 
executive director, noted Leadership 
100s support for Hellenic College 
Holy Cross School of Theology, pro-
viding scholarships for seminarians 
studying for the priesthood along 
with the continuing valuable support 
for all the National Ministries.

by George Schira

To  d o n a t e
to the St.  Nicholas National Shrine,  make checks payable to: 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e
M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s : 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  A m e r i c a , 
8  E a s t  7 9 t h S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  1 0 0 7 5

 w w w. s t n i c h o l a s w t c . o r g
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Πρός τούς  Σεβασμιωτάτους  καί 
Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλαβεστάτους 
Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς Μοναχούς καί 
Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους καί Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά Ἡμερήσια καί 
Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς Φιλοπτώχους 
Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες 
Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστεπώνυμον 
πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί καί Ἀδελφές ἐν 
Χριστῷ,

Δοξάζουμε τόν Χριστό σέ αὐτή τήν 
εὐλογημένη καί ἔνδοξη Ἑορτή διότι ἦλθε σέ μᾶς 
καί ἀπεκάλυψε τήν ἄφθονη καί σωτηριώδη χάρη 
τοῦ Θεοῦ. Τόν δοξάζουμε διότι ἐνανθρωπίσθηκε 
γιά τή σωτηρία μας. Δοξάζουμε τό θαῦμα τῆς 
Σαρκώσεώς Του καί Τόν εὐχαριστοῦμε μέ 
μέγιστη χαρά γιά αὐτή τήν τεράστια πράξη 
Του. Δοξάζουμε τόν Θεό ἐνώπιον ὅλου τοῦ 
κόσμου, διότι ὁ Σωτήρας μας ἦλθε καί ὁ λαός 
ὁ καθήμενος ἐν σκότει φῶς εἶδεν μέγα καί τοῖς 
καθημένοις ἐν χώρᾳ καί σκιᾷ θανάτου φῶς 
ἀνέτειλεν αὐτοῖς [Ματθ. 4:16].

Σήμερα, ὁ Υἱός τοῦ Θεοῦ, ὡς Λάμψη 
σταλθεῖσα ἀπό τόν Πατέρα, ἦλθε καί φώτισε 
ὅλη τή Δημιουργία. Ὅπως στό σκοτάδι τῆς 
νύκτας ὅταν οἱ ἄγγελοι ἐμφανίσθηκαν στούς 
βοσκούς καί δόξα Κυρίου περιέλαμψεν αὐτούς 
[Λουκ. 2:9], ὁ Ἰησοῦς ἔρχεται σ’ἕναν κόσμο ὁ 
ὁποῖος ἔχει πέσει στό σκοτάδι τῆς ἁμαρτίας 
καί ἐλπίζει στό φῶς. Ὁ Χριστός γεννήθηκε, 
καί μεῖς, ὅπως καί οἱ βοσκοί, θά βγοῦμε ἔξω νά 
δοξάσουμε καί νά εὐχαριστήσουμε τόν Θεό γιά 
ὅλα ὅσα ἔχουμε δεῖ στό φῶς τῆς ἁγίας Ἑορτῆς. 

Tον δοξάζουμε σήμερα, διότι ὡς Υἱός τῆς 
Λαμπρότητος, ὡς Ζωοποιό φῶς, ὁ Χριστός 
φωτίζει τήν ὁδό πού ὁδηγεῖ στόν Θεό. Ὅπως 
τό ἄστρο ὁδήγησε τούς μάγους στή Βηθλεέμ 
γιά νά προσκυνήσουν τόν νεογέννητο Βασιλέα, 
ἔτσι ἀποκαλύπτει καί σέ μᾶς τήν ὁδό τῆς 
ἀναγεννήσεως καί τῆς σωτηρίας. Εἶναι τό φῶς 
πού μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ στό δρόμο τῆς ἐπικοινωνίας μέ 
τόν Θεό στό ταξίδι τῆς πίστεως. Ὅπως Ἐκεῖνος 
εἶναι ἡ χαραυγή μιᾶς νέας ἡμέρας σωτηρίας, ἔτσι 
βλέπουμε ὅτι πᾶσα φάραγξ πληρωθήσεται καί 
πᾶν ὄρος καί βουνό ταπεινωθήσεται [Ἠσαΐας 
40:4]. 

Ὁ Χριστός γεννήθηκε, καί τώρα βλέπουμε 
τήν ἀλήθεια. Ὁ Χριστός εἶναι τό φῶς τῆς θεϊκῆς 
σοφίας, καί ἡ λάμψη Του διαλύει τίς ἀπατηλές 
σκιές, ἐκπληρώνει τίς ἀρχαῖες προφητεῖες καί 
ἀποκαλύπτει τό θεϊκό σχέδιο γιά τή σωτηρία 
μας. Ὅλοι ὅσοι μαρτυροῦν τήν Ἁγία Γέννησή 
Του, Τόν δοξάζουν ὡς τό ἀπόλυτο φῶς τῆς 
ἀληθείας καί τή μεγαλειώδη σοφία τοῦ Θεοῦ.

Σέ αὐτή τήν ἁγία Ἑορτή διακηρύσσουμε ὅτι 
ὁ Κύριος καί Σωτήρας μας ἦλθε. Τόν δοξάζουμε 
ἑνωμένοι μέ τίς οὐράνιες δυνάμεις. Ὅπως τό 
ἔνδοξο φῶς Του λάμπει πάνω καί μέσα μας, 
μαρτυροῦμε στόν κόσμο ὅτι ὁ Χριστός φέρνει 
φῶς στό σκοτάδι. Ἡ δόξα Του διαλύει τόν φόβο 
καί τήν ἀπελπισία. Ἡ λαμπρότητά Του ὑπερνικᾶ 
τό μῖσος καί τήν ἀπληστία. ἡ φωτεινότητα τῆς 
Σαρκώσεώς Του ἀποκαλύπτει τήν ἀλήθεια 
τῆς ζωῆς, τῆς ὑπάρξεως καί τοῦ σκοποῦ μας, 
ἀπελευθερώνοντας μας ἀπό τήν ἁμαρτία καί 
τόν θάνατο. Τήν εὐλογημένη αὐτή ἡμέρα, εἴθε 
τό φῶς τοῦ Χριστοῦ καί τῶν Χριστουγέννων 
νά λάμψῃ στίς καρδιές σας. Εἴθε νά γνωρίσετε 
τή βεβαιότητα τῶν ὑποσχέσεών Του καί τή 
χαρά τῆς παρουσίας Του. Ὅπως χαίρεσθε 
αὐτή τήν εὐλογημένη περίοδο μαζί με τούς ἐν 
πίστει ἀδελφούς καί ἀδελφές σας, μαζί μέ τήν 
οἰκογένεια καί τούς φίλους σας, εἴθε τό φῶς 
Του νά λάμψῃ μέσα ἀπό σᾶς ἔτσι ὥστε νά Τόν 
δοξάσουν καί ἄλλοι καί νά ἀνακαλύψουν τήν 
ὁδό τῆς ἀλήθειας καί τῆς αἰωνίου ζωῆς. 

Ε γ κ ύ κ λ ι ο ς
Χριστουγέννων
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ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Η Αγία και Ιερά 
Σύνοδος του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχεί-
ου μετά την ολοκλήρωση των εργασιών 
της από 26 ως 29 Νοεμβρίου τρέχοντος 
έτους, στις οποίες συμμετείχε και ο Σε-
βασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής 
κ. Δημήτριος εξέδωσε την ακόλουθη 
ανακοίνωση:
ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΝ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΕΙΟΝ

ΑΓΙΑ ΚΑΙ ΙΕΡΑ ΣΥΝΟΔΟΣ
Συνῆλθεν, ὑπό τήν προεδρείαν τῆς 

Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος, ἡ Ἁγία καί Ἱερά Σύ-
νοδος εἰς τάς τακτικάς αὐτῆς συνεδρίας 
ἀπό τῆς Κυριακῆς, 26ης, μέχρι καί τῆς 
Τετάρτης, 29ης τ. μ. Νοεμβρίου 2017.

Κατά τάς συνεδρίας ταύτας ἐθεω-
ρήθησαν ἅπαντα τά ἐν τῇ ἡμερησίᾳ δια-
τάξει ἀναγεγραμμένα θέματα, ἐφ᾿ ὧν καί 
ἐλήφθησαν αἱ προσήκουσαι ἀποφάσεις.

Ἐν τῷ τέλει τῶν ἐργασιῶν αὐτῆς 
ἡ Ἁγία καί Ἱερά Σύνοδος κατεδίκασε 
τά ἐσχάτως δημοσιευθέντα σχόλια διά 
τό ἀνακύψαν ἐν τῇ Ἱερᾷ Ἀρχιεπισκοπῇ 
Ἀμερικῆς θέμα καί τά εἰς βάρος τοῦ προ-
σώπου τοῦ Σεβ. Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Γέροντος 
Ἀμερικῆς κ. Δημητρίου, τόν ὁποῖον τά 
μέλη τῆς Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου περιβάλλουν 
μετ᾿ ἀδελφικῆς ἀγάπης καί τιμῆς.

Αἱ σχετικαί συζητήσεις κατά τάς 
συνοδικάς συνεδρίας διεξήχθησαν, ὡς 
πάντοτε, ἐν πνεύματι ἐλευθερίας καί 
ἀδελφικῆς ἀγάπης καί κατά τρόπον πολι-
τισμένον, κατά τό πέρας δέ αὐτῶν ἀντηλ-
λάγησαν μεταξύ τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος 
καί τοῦ Σεβ. Mητροπολίτου Γέροντος 
Νικαίας κ. Κωνσταντίνου, ἐκ μέρους τῆς 
Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου, αἱ εἰθισμέναι 
ἑόρτιοι προσφωνήσεις καί ἀντιφωνήσεις 
ἐπί ταῖς ἐπερχομέναις Ἑορταῖς τοῦ Ἁγίου 
Δωδεκαημέρου.

Ἐκ τοῦ Γραφείου 

Οι Άρχοντες Τιμούν τους Ανθρωπιστές της Λέσβου σε Ετήσιο Δείπνο
Ο πρώην Προσωπάρχης του Λευκού Οίκου κάνει Εναρκτήρια Ομιλία

ΑΝΑΚΟΙΝΩΘΕΝ 
ΤΗΣ ΑΓΙΑΣ ΚΑΙ 

ΙΕΡΑΣ ΣΥΝΟΔΟΥ
ΤΟΥ 

ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΥ 
ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΕΙΟΥ

Ἡ ἐπίσκεψη τοῦ
 Πατριάρχου εἰς 

Ἱεροσόλυμα.
Ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, ὁ Πατριάρχης, 

κατόπιν ἐπισήμου προσκλήσεως τοῦ Ἐλλογ. κ. 
Michael Federmann, Προέδρου τοῦ Ἑβραϊκοῦ 
Πανεπιστημίου, ἀνεχώρησε τήν πρωΐαν τῆς 
Τρίτης, 5ης τρ. μηνός Δεκεμβρίου, εἰς Tel Aviv, 
προκειμένου ἵνα ἀναγορευθῇ ἐπίτιμος διδάκτωρ 
τοῦ διακεκριμένου τούτου Ἐκπαιδευτικοῦ 
Ἱδρύματος, εἰς ἀναγνώρισιν τῆς συμβολῆς 
Του εἰς τήν προαγωγήν τοῦ διαθρησκειακοῦ 
διαλόγου μεταξύ τῶν μονοθεϊστικῶν 
θρησκειῶν. Κατά τήν ἐπίσκεψίν Του εἰς 
Ἰσραήλ ὁ Παναγιώτατος θά πραγματοποιήσῃ 
προσκυνηματικήν ἐπίσκεψιν εἰς τά Πανάγια 
Προσκυνήματα καί θά συναντηθῇ μετά τοῦ 
Μακ. Πατριάρχου Ἱεροσολύμων κ. Θεοφίλου 
Γ’. Τέλος, ὁ Παναγιώτατος θά ὁμιλήσῃ ἀγγλιστί 
κατά τάς διοργανουμένας ἐκδηλώσεις, ἐπί 
τῇ συμπληρώσει 40 ἐτῶν ἀπό τῆς ἐνάρξεως 
τοῦ ἐπισήμου ἀκαδημαϊκοῦ διαλόγου μεταξύ 
τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας καί τοῦ Ἰουδαϊσμοῦ, μέ θέμα 
«Ἡ σημασία τῶν Ἱεροσολύμων εἰς τάς δύο 
θρησκευτικάς παραδόσεις».

Τήν Πατριαρχικήν Συνοδείαν ἀποτελοῦν 
οἱ Σεβ. Μητροπολῖται Γαλλίας κ. Ἐμμανουήλ καί 
Σουηδίας καί πάσης Σκανδιναυΐας κ. Κλεόπας, 
ὁ Πανοσιολ. Ἀρχιμανδρίτης κ. Ἀγαθάγγελος 
Σῖσκος, Βιβλιοφύλαξ τῶν Πατριαρχείων, καί ὁ 
Ἐντιμ. κ. Κωνσταντῖνος Διακρούσης, ἐκ τῶν 
Γραμματέων τῶν Πατριαρχείων.

Ὁ Παναγιώτατος θά ἐπιστρέψῃ, σύν 
Θεῷ, εἰς τήν Πόλιν τό ἀπόγευμα τῆς Πέμπτης, 
7ης ἰδίου. Ἐπίτροπος Αὐτοῦ ὡρίσθη ὁ Σεβ. 
Μητροπολίτης Γέρων Δέρκων κ. Ἀπόστολος.

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Οι Άρχοντες του 
Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου απένειμαν 
το Ανθρωπιστικό Βραβείο Πατριάρχου 
Αθηναγόρα σε μία 86-χρονη γιαγιά και έναν 
ψαρά από το νησί της Λέσβου οι οποίοι, 
μαζί με πολλούς εθελοντές τους οποίους 
εκπροσωπούν, έκαναν ηρωϊκές προσπάθειες 
για να σώσουν πρόσφυγες που διέφυγαν 
από την εμπόλεμη Συρία. Νωρίτερα εφέτος, 
οι κάτοικοι της Λέσβου προτάθηκαν για το 
Βραβείο Νόμπελ Ειρήνης για τις ηρωϊκές 
προσπάθειές τους. 

Ο ψαράς, κ. Ευστράτιος Βαλιάμος, 
ταξίδευσε στη Νέα Υόρκη για την παρουσίαση, 
ενώ η άλλη τιμώμενη, κ. Αιμιλία Καμβύση, 
εμφανίσθηκε σε βίντεο που παρακολούθησαν 
οι συνδαιτημόνες. Η ίδια και δύο φίλες της, 89 
και 85 ετών, αντιστοίχως, προσέφεραν φαγητό 
σε πολλούς πρόσφυγες. Η υποψηφιότητά 
τους προέκυψε όταν κυκλοφόρησε μια 
φωτογραφία στο Διαδίκτυο στην οποία είχαν 
απαθανατισθεί να ταΐζουν με μπιμπερό ένα 
μωρό από την Συρία που είχε επιβιώσει από ένα 
επικίνδυνο ταξίδι με βάρκα από την Τουρκία. 
Ο κ. Βαλιάμος εκπροσώπησε τους ψαράδες 
και κατοίκους της Λέσβου και των Ελληνικών 
νησιών οι οποίοι δραστηριοποιήθηκαν στην 
προσφυγική κρίση, χρησιμοποιώντας τις 
βάρκες και τον αλιευτικό εξοπλισμό τους 
για να διασώσουν χιλιάδες προσφύγων που 
ρισκάρισαν το σύντομο αλλά επικίνδυνο 
θαλάσσιο ταξίδι μεταξύ Τουρκίας και Ελλάδας. 
Από τότε που ξεκίνησε η κρίση το 2015, οι 
άνθρωποι αυτοί διέσωσαν περισσότερους από 
800.000 πρόσφυγες που έφθασαν στο νησί της 

Λέσβου με ξεχαρβαλωμένες βάρκες, φουσκωτά 
και σκάφη που αναποδογύριζαν. 

Κύριος ομι λητής ήταν ο πρώην 
Προσωπάρχης του Λευκού Οίκου κ. Reince 
Priebus, του οποίου η ομιλία δεν είχε πολιτική 
χροιά, ήταν σύντομη και εμπνευσμένη και 
αναφερόταν στην σημασία της Εκκλησίας 
στη ζωή του και την επίδραση της Ελληνίδας 
μητέρας του. Ο κ. Priebus έθιξε το θέμα 
του «φιλότιμου» το οποίο, εξήγησε, έπαιξε 
σημαντικό ρόλο στο κίνητρο που ώθησε 
τους νησιώτες να βοηθήσουν τις πολλές 
χιλιάδες Μουσουλμάνων προσφύγων. Είπε σε 

κάποιο σημείο: «Δεν κάνατε ό,τι κάνατε για 
να είσθε υποψήφιοι για το Βραβείο Νόμπελ 
Ειρήνης, ή για να κερδίσετε αυτό το βραβείο. 
Το κάνατε επειδή ήταν το σωστό». Είπε, 
επίσης, «Μεγάλωσα με την Ελληνορθόδοξη 
Κοινότητα της Κοιμήσεως της Θεοτόκου 
στην πόλη μου απ’ όπου πήρα αυτές τις αξίες. 
Καθώς ο κόσμος αλλάζει γύρω μας, η πίστη 
μας κρατάει σταθερούς».

Οι ψαράδες των Ελληνικών νησιών, με 
τη Λέσβο κοντύτερα στις Τουρκικές ακτές, 
όχι μόνο έσωσαν χιλιάδες προσφύγων, αλλά 
άνοιξαν και τα σπίτια τους, τα νοσοκομεία, 

Ο πρώην Προσωπάρχης του Λευκού Οίκου κάνει Εναρκτήρια Ομιλία

GOA/Δ.ΠΑΝΑΓΟΣ

Ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης τελεί τη Θεία Λειτουργία την ημέρα της εορτής του Αγίου Ανδρέα στις 30 Νοεμβρίου τ.έ. Στη φωτο απεικονίζεται ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος κ. Δημήτριος 
και άλλοι Ιεράρχες του Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου.

GOA/Δ.ΠΑΝΑΓΟΣ

Ο Ευστράτιος Βαλιάμος παραλαμβάνει το Ανθρωπιστικό Βραβείο Πατριάρχου Αθηναγόρα, αριστερά ο πρώην 
προσωπάρχης του Λευκού Οίκου Reince Priebus και δεξιά ο διοικητής των Αρχόντων, Δρ. Αντώνιος Λυμπεράκης.
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Εἰδήσεις ἀπό τό Πατριαρχεῖον

 Σελίδα 2

Οι Άρχοντες Τιμούν τους Ανθρωπιστές της Λέσβου σε Ετήσιο Δείπνο

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος Διορίζει Ελεγκτική Επιτροπή
ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Ως βασικό μέρος της 

συνεχιζόμενης προσπάθειας της Αρχιεπισκοπής 
να αναβαθμίσει τον οικονομικό και εσωτερικό 
έλεγχο, και τηρώντας τη δέσμευση αυτής για 
ορθή διοίκηση και διαφάνεια, ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
κ. Δημήτριος ανακοίνωσε τον διορισμό 
μιας νέας ομάδας οικονομικών και νομικών 
επαγγελματιών να υπηρετήσουν ως μέλη 
της Διαρκούς Ελεγκτικής Επιτροπής του 
Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου, αποτελώντας 
ένα σημαντικό βήμα για την ενίσχυση των 
εσωτερικών ελέγχων. Η επιτροπή αναμένεται 
να λάβει επιπλέον μέτρα σύμφωνα με προτάσεις 
που θα γίνουν στην επερχόμενη Κληρικολαϊκή 
Συνέλευση στους τομείς λογοδοσίας και 
οικονομικής ευθύνης. 

Τα νέα μέλη της Ελεγκτικής Επιτροπής, 
οι οποίοι θα υπηρετήσουν για πρώτη φορά, 
είναι μέλη του Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου 
οι οποίοι διαθέτουν πλούτο εμπειρίας και 
ικανοτήτων για τον σκοπό αυτό. 

Ο Μητροπολίτης Ατλάντας κ. Αλέξιος 
θα υπηρετήσει ως προεδρεύων Ιεράρχης της 
Επιτροπής, της οποίας πρόεδρος θα είναι η κ. 
Elaine Allen.H κ. Allen, Ορκωτή Λογίστρια, 

συνέταιρος στην εταιρεία Mitchell & Titus, 
LLP, και πρώην συνέταιρος στην εταιρεία Ernst 
& Young, είναι αναγνωρισμένη ειδική σε μη-
-κερδοσκοπικούς οργανισμούς με εξειδίκευση 
σε ελεγκτικές και συμβουλευτικές υπηρεσίες. 

Διορίσθηκαν τρία επιπλέον μέλη. Αυτοί 
είναι: Keith Maib από τη Μητρόπολη Ντένβερ, 
Ορκωτός Λογιστής και ανώτατος διοικητικός 
διευθυντής της εταιρείας Mackinac Partners 
που έχει υπηρετήσει από τη θέση του Γενικού 
Διευθυντή σε αρκετές εταιρείες· Μαρία 
Στεφανή από τη Μητρόπολη Νέας Ιερσέης, 
δικηγόρος εταιρικών φόρων στην εταιρεία 
PRA Group, Inc., και πριν Ορκωτή Λογίστρια 
για την εταιρεία Arthur Young & Co, και 
Χάρης Ραπτάκης της Αμέσου Αρχιεπισκοπικής 
Περιφερείας, ιδιωτικός δικηγόρος, πρόεδρος 
της Οικονομικής Επιτροπής της Περιφερείας 
και πρώην μέλος του Συμβουλίου του Οίκου 
Ευγηρίας « Άγιος Μιχαήλ». Διορίσθηκαν 
επίσης δύο συμβουλευτικά μέλη οι οποίοι δεν 
υπηρετούν στο Αρχιεπισκοπικό Συμβούλιο. 
Αυτοί είναι: Tom Jordon από τη Μητρόπολη 
Ντένβερ, υπηρετών ως ταμίας στην «Ηγεσία 
των 100» και πρώην πρόεδρος της Ελεγκτικής 

Επιτροπής της «Ηγεσίας των 100» καθώς και 
πρώην Ορκωτός Λογιστής της εταιρείας PwC, 
και Jim Logothetis από τη Μητρόπολη Σικάγου, 
Ορκωτός Λογιστής και ανώτατος συνέταιρος 
στη διαχείριση πελατών της εταιρείας Ernst & 
Young, ο οποίος σήμερα υπηρετεί ως πρόεδρος 
της Ελεγκτικής Επιτροπής της «Ηγεσίας των 
100». 

Στις ευθύνες της Ελεγκτικής Επιτροπής 
θα περιλαμβάνεται η εκτίμηση της αξιοπιστίας 
και ακρίβειας οικονομικών εκθέσεων, η 
επιλογή εξωτερικών ελεγκτών, η συνάντηση 
με αυτούς τους ελεγκτές για την ανασκόπηση 
των ελεγκτικών σχεδίων και θεώρηση των 
αποτελεσμάτων, η εξέταση εσωτερικών ελέγχων 
και η ανάπτυξη οιωνδήποτε απαραίτητων 
διορθωτικών σχεδίων, καθώς και ο έλεγχος 
της παρακολουθήσεως συμμορφώσεως με 
ισχύοντες νόμους και κανονισμούς σχετικά 
με οικονομικούς ελέγχους. Μέλημα της 
Επιτροπής θα είναι να ενισχυθεί η ευθύνη και 
διαφάνεια σε ετήσια βάση και οι λογιστικοί 
έλεγχοι να αποδίδονται στο Αρχιεπισκο-πικό 
Συμβούλιο, τις ενορίες και τους πιστούς της 
Αρχιεπισκοπής. 

ΑΣΤΟΡΙΑ, N.Y. –Οι εκπαιδευτικοί και οι 
διευθυντές των Σχολείων της Αρχιεπισκοπικής 
Περιφέρειας και των γύρω περιοχών την Τρίτη, 
7 Νοεμβρίου (Election Day) είχαν την ευκαιρία 
να ενημερωθούν για τις καινούργιες μεθόδους 
του Προγράμματος Σπουδών της Πολιτείας 
της Νέας Υόρκης. 

220 δάσκαλοι είχαν εγγραφεί για την 
ετήσια Ημερίδα (Staff Development Seminar), 
που ήταν οργανωμένη από το Γραφείο Παιδείας 
Αρχιεπισκοπικής Περιφέρειας.  Η Ημερίδα 
ήταν αφιερωμένη στους εκπαιδευτικούς, 
που προσφέρουν τις υπηρεσίες τους στα 
Ημερήσια Ελληνοαμερικάνικα Σχολεία και 
τα Απογευματινἀ/Σαββατιανά της περιοχής. 

Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Γέρων 
Αμερικής κ.κ. Δήμητριος παρακολούθησε 
μέρος του ελληνικού προγράμματος.  
Εντυπωσιάσθηκε από την παρουσίαση της κ. 
Ντάλλα και ευχαρίστησε τους δασκάλους των 
κοινοτικών σχολείων για την ιερή αποστολή 
τους.

Η Δρ. Jennifer Powell-Lunder, Psy D. 
έκανε παρουσίαση, το πρωί, με τον τίτλο «Un-
derstanding Cyberbullying”.   Η παρουσίαση 
εστίασε στο εάν οι δάσκαλοι καταλαβαίνουν 
τα σημεία του Cyberbullying, τα προβλήματα, 
τα συμπτώματα και τρόπους αντιμετώπισης. 

Η Χαρούλα Ντάλλα, MSED/ECSE/LP, 
λέκτορας, μίλησε για τις αναπτυξιακές και 
μαθησιακές δυσκολίες στην προσχολική και 
σχολική ηλικία.  Η κ. Ντάλλα αναφέρθηκε στις 
δυσκολίες που οι δάσκαλοι αντιμετωπίζουν 
στη διάγνωση και στην αξιολογήση των 
μαθητών που παρουσιάζουν συμπτώματα 

ειδικών αναγκών.
Το αγγλικό πρόγραμμα είχε ως εξής:  

Analyzing Errors and Giving Effective Feedba-
ck, Concept-Based Teaching, Fostering Parent 
and Family Engagement with your School 
Community, Identifying and Understanding 
the Needs of Students Receiving Special 
Education Services, Introduction to STEM 
and Inquiry Based Learning, Project-Based 
Learning and Tiered Behavioral Interventions.

Η Ημερίδα ήταν οργανωμένη από 
το Γραφείο Παιδείας Αρχιεπισκοπικής 
Περιφέρειας με διευθύντρια την κ. Μαρία 
Μακεδών και τη βοηθό κ. Αθηνά Φιλίππου.  
Το Λύκειο της Αστορίας και ο διευθυντής 
Δρ. Αναστάσιος Κουρλαμάνης έτυχαν ειδική 
αναγνώριση για τη φιλοξενία της Ημερίδας.

Εκπαιδευτικοί στο σεμινάριο ανάπτυξης προσωπικού παρακολουθούν την κύρια ομιλήτρια κ. Χαρούλα Ντάλια (άνω), (κάτω) Η κ. Μαρία Μακεδών, διευθύντρια του 
Αρχιεπισκοπικού Γραφείου Εκπαίδευσης, απευθύνεται στους παρευρισκόμενους.  

GOA/Δ.ΠΑΝΑΓΟΣ

GOA/Δ.ΠΑΝΑΓΟΣ

Ημερίδα αφιερωμένη 
στους εκπαιδευτικούς
πραγματοποιήθηκε 
στην Αστορια

τα σχολεία και τα ντουλάπια τους στην λαο-
-πλημμύρα των προσφύγων. Η κρίση έχει 
δοκιμάσει τις δομές των νησιών αλλά έδωσε 
την ευκαιρία στους ψαράδες και τις οικογένειές 
τους να ακολουθήσουν τις προτροπές του 
Ευαγγελίου έμπρακτα, όπως είπε ο Εθνικός 
Διοικητής των Αρχόντων, Δρ. Λυμπεράκης: 
«Στη μαρτυρία των απλών ψαράδων και 
της ταπεινής γιαγιάς, αναγνωρίζουμε τα 
υψηλότερα Χριστιανικά και Ελληνικά ιδανικά: 
φιλότιμο, φιλανθρωπία και φιλοξενία. Ενώ 
πάρα πολλοί στον κόσμο εκώφευσαν στις 
κραυγές των έξι εκατομμυρίων Σύριων που 
έφυγαν από την πατρίδα τους αναγκαστικά για 
να γλυτώσουν, οι συμπατριώτες μας Έλληνες 

άνοιξαν τις αγκαλιές και τις καρδιές τους στο 
δράμα των συνανθρώπων τους». 

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος κ. Δημήτριος εκθείασε 
τους ψαράδες λέγοντας: «Αυτοί οι άνθρωποι 
αγάπησαν τους πρόσφυγες περισσότερο από 
τον εαυτό τους... Υποκλινόμεθα σ’ αυτού 
του είδους την αγάπη, τον ηρωϊσμό και 
την προσφορά στην ανθρωπότητα». Μετά 
την απονομή του Αθηναγορείου Βραβείου 
Ανθρωπίνων Δικαιωμάτων, ο κ. Βαλιάμος 
έκανε σύντομα και εγκάρδια σχόλια. Σχετικά 
με τις ηρωϊκές πράξεις τόσον τις δικές του όσο 
και των πατριωτών του, είπε: «Κάθε άνθρωπος 
στον κόσμο αξίζει τον ίδιο σεβασμό και 
βοήθεια όταν έχει ανάγκη. Νομίζω ότι κάναμε 
το ελάχιστο δυνατό απ’ αυτό που θα μπορούσε 
να γίνει γι’ αυτούς τους ανθρώπους». 

Ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, ὁ Πατριάρχης, 
ἐπί τῇ ἑορτῇ τῶν Εἰσοδίων τῆς Ὑπεραγίας 
Θεοτόκου, τήν Τρίτην, 21ην Νοεμβρίου, 
προέστη τῆς καθιερωμένης Πατριαρχικῆς 
καί Συνοδικῆς Θείας Λειτουργίας ἐν τῷ 
πανηγυρίσαντι φερωνύμῳ Ἱ. Καθεδρικῷ 
Ναῷ τῆς  μεγα λων ύμου Κοινότητος 
Σταυροδρομίου, ἐν συλλειτουργίᾳ μετά 
τῶν Σεβ. Μητροπολιτῶν Γέροντος Δέρκων 
κ. Ἀποστόλου, Τρανουπόλεως κ. Γερμανοῦ, 
Μεσσηνίας κ. Χρυσοστόμου, Καλλιουπόλεως 
καί Μαδύτου κ. Στεφάνου, Προύσης κ. 
Ἐ λπ ι δ ο φ ό ρ ο υ,  Ἀδρ ι αν ο υ π ό λ ε ω ς  κ . 
Ἀμφιλοχίου, Σμύρνης κ. Βαρθολομαίου καί 
Σταγῶν καί Μετεώρων κ. Θεοκλήτου.  

Τόν πανηγυρικόν τῆς ἡμέρας ἐξεφώνησεν 
ὁ Θεοφιλ. Ἐπίσκοπος Ἐρυθρῶν κ. Κύριλλος.

Παρέστησαν σ υμπρ ο σευχόμενοι 
οἱ Σεβ. Μητροπολῖται Γέρων Νικαίας κ. 
Κωνσταντῖνος, Μυριοφύτου καί Περιστάσεως 
κ. Εἰρηναῖος, Μύρων κ. Χρυσόστομος, 
Κυδωνιῶν κ. Ἀθηναγόρας καί Σηλυβρίας κ. 
Μάξιμος, ὁ Σεβ. Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀνθηδῶνος 
κ. Νεκτάριος, Ἐπίτροπος τοῦ Παναγίου 
Τάφου ἐν τῇ Πόλει, Ἄρχοντες Ὀφφικιάλιοι 
τῆς Ἁγίας τοῦ Χριστοῦ Μ. Ἐκκλησίας, ὁ 
Ἐξοχ. Πρέσβυς κ. Εὐάγγελος Σέκερης, Γεν. 
Πρόξενος τῆς Ἑλλάδος ἐνταῦθα, παράγοντες 
τῆς Ὁμογενείας, Καθηγηταί καί μαθηταί τοῦ 
Ζαππείου καί τοῦ Ζωγραφείου Λυκείου.

Μετά τό πέρας τῆς Θείας Λειτουργίας 
ὡμίλησαν ὁ Σεβ. Μητροπολίτης Τρανουπόλεως 
κ. Γερμανός, Ἀρχιερατικῶς Προϊστάμενος τῆς 
Κοινότητος, ὁ Ἐντιμ. κ. Γεώργιος Παπαλιάρης, 
Πρόεδρος τῆς Ἐφοροεπιτροπῆς, ἀναφερθείς 
εἰς τά πεπραγμένα τῆς Κοινότητος, καθώς καί 
εἰς τάς προγραμματιζομένας δραστηριότητας 
αὐτῆς, ἀκολούθως δέ ὁ Πατριάρχης, Ὅστις 
ἀνεφέρθη εἰς τό νόημα τῆς Θεομητορικῆς 
ἑορτῆς σχετικῶς πρός τήν ἱερουργίαν τοῦ 
ἀρρήτου τῆς σωτηρίας ἡμῶν μυστηρίου 
καί ἐξέφρασε τήν εὐαρέσκειαν τῆς Μητρός 
Ἐκκλησίας διά τό ὑπό τοῦ Σεβ. Ἀρχιερατικῶς 
Προϊσταμένου καί τῆς ὑπό τήν πρωτοπόρον 
ἡγεσίαν τοῦ Προέδρου τῆς Ἐφοροεπιτροπῆς 
Ἐντιμ. κ. Γεωργίου Παπαλιάρη καί τῶν μελῶν 
αὐτῆς ἐπιτελούμενον ἐν τῇ Κοινότητι ἔργον, 
καλωσορίσας ἰδιαιτέρως τούς ἐξ Ἀθηνῶν 
ἐλθόντας Ζωγραφειώτας εἰς τά ἴδια καί 
ἐπιδαψιλεύσας πρός ἅπαντας τήν ἁγίαν 
Πατριαρχικήν Αὐτοῦ εὐχήν καί εὐλογίαν.

[1.1] ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ 
ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς 
ἦν ὁ λόγος. [1.2] οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ 
πρὸς τὸν θεόν. [1.3] πάντα δι᾽ αὐτοῦ 
ἐγένετο, καὶ χωρὶς αὐτοῦ ἐγένετο 
οὐδὲ ἓν ὃ γέγονεν...[1.14] Καὶ ὁ 
Λόγος σὰρξ ἐγένετο καὶ ἐσκήνωσεν 
ἐν ἡμῖν, καὶ ἐθεασάμεθα τὴν δόξαν 
αὐτοῦ, δόξαν ὡς μονογενοῦς 
παρὰ πατρός, πλήρης χάριτος καὶ 
ἀληθείας.

Το Κατὰ  Ἰωάννην
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Oratorical Festival participants at Annunciation Church in Woburn with Metropolitan Methodios, Frs. Anton Vrame, Theodore Barbas, metropolis 
chancellor; Demetrios Mott, pastor, and Ioannis Michaelidis, metropolis youth director.

WOBURN, Mass. – The Metropolis 
of Boston and Annunciation Church 
hosted this year’s 34th annual St. John 
Chrysostom National Oratorical Festi-
val the weekend of June 9-11.

The annual event, sponsored by the 
Archdiocese Department of Religious 
Education, features young people in 
grades 7-12 who speak on selected sub-
jects relating to the Orthodox Christian 
faith.

The 18 speakers, one each from the 
senior level (grades 10-12) and junior 
category (grades 7-9) represented every 
metropolis and the Direct Archdiocesan 
District.

The finalists received scholarship 
awards from the St. John Chrysostom 
Oratorical Festival Scholarship Fund 
and from FAITH: An Endowment for 
Orthodoxy and Hellenism.

The Oratorical Festival Scholar-
ships, awarded to the first three places in 
each division were: First Place, $2,000; 
Second Place: $1,500; and Third Place: 
$1,000. All other finalists received $500 
each and honorable men-
tion certificates.

Presvytera Margaret 
Orfanakos, along with her 
husband of blessed mem-
ory, Fr. John Orfanakos, 
co-founded the festival in 
1983, serves as chairman 
of the Archdiocese Na-
tional Oratorical Festival.

The Rev. Dr. Anton 
Vrame is the Archdiocese 
Department of Religious 
Education director. The 
DRE’s Project Coordina-
tor for the festival was An-
geliki Constantine, MDiv.

Commenting on this 
year’s festival, Fr. Vrame 
said, “Every year the 
speakers at the Festival 
impress me with their ma-
turity and depth of thought about the 
Orthodox Faith. 

This is a result of their serious 
preparation, and the support of their 
families and teachers.”

The Friday evening paraklesis, clam 
and lobster dinner, Sunday Hierarchal 
Divine Liturgy with Metropolitan Meth-
odios of Boston and farewell luncheon 
took place at the Woburn church, about 
a 20-minute drive north of Boston. 

The oratorical festival itself oc-
curred at the Holy Cross Chapel on the 
campus of HCHC on June 10, where 

Massachusetts Parish Hosts 18 Finalists for National Event

Orthodox Observer photos

participants and their families had 
breakfast and lunch. The speaking pro-

gram took place in the Holy 
Cross Chapel.

A visit to the Boston 
Museum of Fine Arts and 
a tour of Boston followed, 
which included a stop at 
historic Faneuil Hall.

At the end of the Sun-
day Liturgy, officiated by 
Metropoliltan Methodios 
and assisted by Fr. Demetre 
Mott, pastor, and other cler-
gy, the Junior and Senior 
Division winners were in-
vited to give their speeches.

Participants
Junior division judges 

were Elizabeth H. Prodro-
mou, PhD, associate profes-

sor at the Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 

University; Grammenos Karanos, PhD, 
assistant professor of Byzantine Liturgi-
cal Music at HCHC; and Fr. Constantine 
Newman, PhD, pastor of Holy Trinity 
Church in Concord, N.H.

Senior division judges were George 
Stavros, MDiv., PhD, executive director 
of the Danielsen Institute and clinical 
associate professor of pastoral psy-
chology at Boston University; Kyriaki 
Karidoyanes FitzGerald, MDiv., PhD., 
adjunct professor of theology at Holy 
Cross School of Theology and execu-
tive director of St. Catherine’s Vision; 
and James C. Skedros, ThD, dean of the 

school of theology.
Junior division

Junior participants 
spoke on topics that in-
cluded the mean of the 
word “peace” in the Divine 
Liturgy, how small acts of 
kindness and generosity 
can make a difference, the 
role of bread and its sym-
bolism in the Bible and 
in the life of the Church, 
a saint that inspires the 
speaker to be a better Or-
thodox Christian, and why 
the Church focuses more 
on the resurrection and on 
Christ’s passion and suf-
fering.

Junior speakers and 
their parishes: Mary Cath-
erine Aivaliotis, St. Demetri-
os, Merrick, N.Y; Elisabeth 
Stamatogiannakis, St. John the Divine, 
Jacksonville, Fla.; Nathaniel Nichols, 
Annunciation, Cranston, R.I.; Eirene 
Stavropoulos, St. John the Baptist, St. 
John the Baptist, Des Plaines, Ill  Joanna 
Nakas, Sts. Constantine and Helen, 
Annapolis, Md. Evangelos Kyriakos 
Chrisanthus, Holy Trinity, Pittsburgh; 
and Stephen Kaelin, St. George, Eu-
gene, Oregon.

Senior division
Senior Division topics posed how 

Orthodox Christians can address the 
gap between rich and poor in the United 
States, the difference between dieting 

and fasting and why it is important, 
discussing a psalm that influences the 

speaker’s life, examples 
idols being worshipped 
today and how an Ortho-
dox Christian can confront 
them, and explaining how 
Orthodox Christians can 
navigate political conver-
sations and make political 
judgments?

Senior speakers and 
their parishes: William 
Kanellopoulos, St. Nicho-
las, Flushing, N.Y.; Eliza-
beth Courey, St. Katherine 
Church, Melbourne, Fla.; 
Alexandra Nicholas, An-
nunciation, Cranston, R.I.; 
Dennis Polite, St. Andrew, 
Chicago; Alexander Shah, 

St. John the Baptist, Euless, 
Texas; Victoria Martine, 

Holy Trinity, Indianapolis-Carmel, Ind; 
Konstantinos Nakas, Sts. Constantine 
and Helen, Annapolis; Stefan Bordela-
nu, Holy Trinity, Pittsburgh; Dean An-
agnostopoulos, San Bernardino, Calif.

For Annunciation parish, which this 
year is celebrating its centennial, host-
ing the festival was a “double-header” 
taking place over two consecutive 
weekends. 

Their annual Greek Festival was 
held the following weekend, June 15-18.

Next year’s National Oratorical 
Festival will take place at Sts. Peter and 
Paul Church, Glenview, Ill.

Archdiocese News

Orthodox Christian Fellowship

VICTORIA MARTINE STEPHEN KAELIN

BROOKLINE, Mass. — Orthodox 
Christian Fellowship (OCF), the offi-
cial collegiate campus ministry pro-
gram under the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States 
of America, is partnering with the 
Orthodox Christian Mission Center 
(OCMC), the official missions agency 
of the Assembly, to offer students an 
opportunity to serve in Albania on a 
new Real Break initiative.

Trip participants will partake in 
a conference for young adults from 
throughout Albania, hosted and 
planned by OCMC missionaries and 
Albanian youth leaders. They will 

experience the transformation that 
Christ brings to the lives of young peo-
ple who are hungry for a relationship 
with Him through His Church. 

The 2018 Real Break trip to Alba-
nia will take part in an event that draws 
college students and young adults 
together from throughout Albania to 
engage them and connect them with 
the Orthodox Church of Albania and 
its Youth Office. The Team will also of-
fer outreach at the University of Tirana 
to bring an awareness of Christianity 
and the programs of the Church in 
Albania. Members will visit various 
ministries of the Church and witness 

the Orthodox Faith as part of the an-
nual evangelistic outreach sponsored 
by OCMC and the Church in Albania. 
OCMC long-term missionaries Dn. 
Stephanos Ritsi and Dkn. Alexandria 
Ritsi will lead the Team. The goal of 
the OCMC/OCF Real Break trip is to 
foster a love for outreach and develop 
a lifelong thirst for missions among 
college students. 

Registration is now open and 
space is limited. To secure a spot, an 
interested participant must register 
online at www.ocf.net/real-break-2018 
with a $200 deposit. 

OCF transforms the lives of colle-

ge students in the United States and 
Canada by guiding them along the 
path to Jesus Christ through His Chur-
ch, cultivating a campus community of 
worship, witness, service, fellowship 
and education. OCMC’s mission is to 
make disciples of all nations by brin-
ging people to Christ and His Church 
so that all people may come to know 
the saving love of our Lord: Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

You can learn more about the 
ongoing work of these vital ministry 
by visiting ocf.net or ocmc.org, or 
emailing info@ocf.net or missions@
ocmc.org. 

OCF Teams with OCMC for Real Break Mission Trip 
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Fr. Nicholas Lazaris’ Enduring 
Legacy in Lowell, Mass.

Church History

Fr. Nicholas Lazaris, an important 
early priest in America, is primarily 
known for his work at the Annuncia-
tion parish in New York City, where 
he served from 1908 until his death in 
1932.

Less well known are his first two 
years in America (1906-1908) when 
he was the presiding priest at Holy 
Trinity in Lowell, Mass. There he was 
involved in the construction of a new 
church, one of the first Greek Ortho-
dox churches built in America.

Born on the Ionian island of Lefka-
da in 1874, Nicholas Lazaris spent the 
years from 1899 to 1903 as a teacher 
and administrator at a school system 
in Sparta. He began training for the 
priesthood in January 1904, when he 
entered the School of Theology at the 
University of Athens, the most pres-
tigious theological school in Greece. 
Shortly after graduating in June 1906, 
he married Sophia Minopoulou. A 
week later he was ordained to the dea-
conate, then to the priesthood. The 
wedding and ordinations were presid-
ed over by his wife’s uncle, Theokli-
tos, Metropolitan of Athens, head of 
the Church in Greece. 

Fr. Lazaris’ first pastoral assign-
ment was at Holy Trinity in Lowell. 
This was a significant first assignment 
for a priest. Lowell, a center of tex-
tile manufacture, was one of the first 
industrial cities in America. Textile 
mills were built to use the Merrimack 
River as a power source. These mills 
proved to be a magnet for Greek im-
migrants seeking jobs.

Holy Trinity, incorporated in 
1900, was one of the oldest and largest 
parishes in America, rivaling in size 
parishes in the much larger cities of 
Boston, Chicago, and New York. Ac-
cording to the parish history written 
by Fr. Philip Gialopsis, the origin of 
the parish can be traced back to 1894, 
when the Washington Acropolis Soci-
ety was formed for the perpetuation of 
“Greek religion and Greek traditions.” 

By October 1905, the Holy Trin-
ity parish had sufficient cash on hand 
to purchase property on which to build 
a church, and the work of planning be-
gan. On July 1, 1906, Fr. Lazaris and 
his wife departed for America, dis-
embarking in New York on July 21. 
Two days later Fr. Lazaris began his 
service at Holy Trinity. 

On Oct. 28, 1906, a ceremony was 
held to bless the ground and lay the 
cornerstone. A band led a procession 
to the site, where about 4,000 people 
gathered to witness the ceremony. A 
copper box containing documents and 
plans for the church, mementos, and 
specimens of Greek and American 
money was inserted into the corner-
stone. According to the parish his-
tory, Fr. Lazaris “circulated among 
the crowd with the Holy Cloth from 
the altar collecting donations. Some 
of the faithful contributed their entire 
weekly salary in the envelope as they 
had received it…” Over $1,000 was 

collected for the new church.
Although not the first church 

erected by a Greek community in 
America, Lowell’s Holy Trinity would 
be the most elaborate and costly. Ini-
tially the church was projected to cost 
$33,000, but by June 1907, it was re-
ported that costs had risen to nearly 
$100,000. The gilded dome, the set 
of chimes, the chandelier of Venetian 
cut glass, and other items had proven 
to be expensive. Ultimately, a finely-
appointed church was built.

Upon completion, it was described 
by The Boston Herald as “one of the 
most picturesque temples of worship 
in the state if not in the country . . . 
Its great dome rises in the midst of 
[the Greek colony,] one of the poor-
est tenement districts of the city. From 
all parts of the city, this new edifice is 
visible, and because of the new gold 
dome and the two brilliant turrets, it 
is attracting a great deal of attention.”

On the Sunday of Orthodoxy, 
March 15, 1908, Fr. Lazaris opened 
the church before a throng of more 
than 12,000 from all over eastern Mas-
sachusetts. The project had been com-
pleted to acclaim, but some parishio-
ners would have preferred to erect a 
modest church, like those being built 
elsewhere in America. The remaining 
funds could have been used for a hos-
pital and cemetery to serve the Greek 
community.

There was dissension in the par-
ish, and the church leaders were held 
to account. By Holy Week the parish 
had replaced Fr. Lazaris with his as-
sistant priest, Fr. Zesses Photiades. 

At the same time, jurisdiction 
for the American parishes was trans-
ferred from the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate in Constantinople to the Church 
of Greece in Athens. Metropolitan 
Theoklitus insisted that his niece’s 
husband be reinstated, and the Greek 
ambassador visited the parish to sup-
port him. While the parish board 
acknowledged the authority of the 
Metropolitan, they were firm in their 
decision. By May, Fr. Lazaris request-
ed a transfer and was assigned to An-
nunciation in New York City.

In early June a special election 
was held to replace the members of 
the Holy Trinity parish board.

At Annunciation, Fr. Lazaris and 
Presvytera would find a home, settling 
in and raising three children. During 
his 24 years there, Fr. Lazaris would 
provide stable leadership to the grow-
ing West Side Manhattan parish. He 
was decorated for his service by the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem in 1915 and 
by the Church of Greece in 1918. In 
1921, Theoklitos Metropolitan of Ath-
ens, appointed him synodical repre-
sentative of the Church in America. 

Although Fr. Lazaris spent less 
than two years in Lowell, the impres-
sive church built during his time, there 
is an enduring part of his legacy. It is 
the oldest Byzantine-style church still 
in use today. In 1977 it was named 
to the National Register of Historic 
Places, one of the first buildings in the 
Archdiocese to be so honored. 

by William H. Samonides, Ph.D.
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Some months ago I celebrated the 
baptism of a little boy whose father 
is a major powerhouse in Hollywood 
and known worldwide in the industry. 

The one hundred or so guests in 
attendance included stars and celebri-
ties recognized by all movie goers to 
one degree or another. Here they were 
from the big screen to the pews of St. 
Sophia Cathedral.

It is my custom for most all bap-
tisms, that I preach a very short ser-
mon on the meaning of the sacrament 
of Baptism and the importance of 
Christ in the formation of the spiritual 
life of the child and indeed the entire 
family, including the godparents.

 At the elegant reception following 
the baptism in West L.A., a few guests 
huddled around me asking questions 
about the baptism and the Orthodox 
Church in general. In the presence of 
all, like a quarterback in the middle 
of the huddle, a famous director, pro-
claimed that, as charming and ethni-
cally flavored as the ceremony was, he 
was an atheist.

He enjoyed the baptism in the 
context of a National Geographic or 
History Channel production. Some 
politely chuckled as a way of acknowl-
edging his status in the film industry. 
They then looked at me to see if and 
how I would respond.

 “Well” I said, “I have never met 
an atheist in all my life, and I don’t 
think you are an atheist. Oh you many 
not bow down to God in the context of 
the Holy Trinity but you bow down to 
your own gods, like Children of Israel 
in the Hebrew Bible, The Old Testa-
ment, bowed down before the golden 
calf worshipping and adoring it!!

“In Hollywood you have the 
Golden Oscar of the Academy Award 
“ritual” and all bow down and worship 
it. Indeed, some sell themselves and 
their immortal soul to get one.

All eyes were now on the director. 
“I think religion is a man-made super-
stition made up of mumbo jumbo ritu-
als to keep people anesthetized to the 
realities of life.” He stated politely but 
firmly.  Smiles all around.

“Actually,” I said, “next to Jeru-
salem, the Vatican and Salt Lake City, 
Hollywood is the most religious city 
on the planet!!” Laughter was heard in 

my expanding huddle. “Come on Fa-
ther, you must have been tipping the 
communion wine bottle way too much 
to be making such a statement!”

“No, no really” I responded. “Ev-
eryone bows down to something and 
someone, and gods of their own mak-
ing.  Some bow down to money and 
wealth.  Others bow down before 
fleshly pleasures and lusts.  Others 
bow down to power and control and 
others bow down before the icon of 
themselves in the mirror every morn-
ing.

These gods are very controlling 
and demanding. Total silence from the 
huddle as I continued. “Hollywood’s 
churches and temples are called stu-
dios.  The high priests are called pro-
ducers and directors and the lower 
clergy are the actors and performers 
who kiss their rings in veneration. 
And it seems to me those rings are of-
ten in their back pockets.”

Nervous laughter all around, some 
subtly shaking their heads in agree-
ment, out of sight of the director. 
“Give me your card father, let’s do 
lunch.”  You’re a real character!! You 
ought to be in one of my movies he 
said somewhat sarcastically. When in 
Hollywood you hear “let’s do lunch.” 
It really means ‘get lost. I never want 
to see you again.”

Needless to say, I never heard 
from him and I wasn’t about to call 
him or “kiss his ring”.  Listening to 
follow up conversations in the banquet 
hall, I overheard animated chats that 
revealed a thirst for something more 
than this world can provide. That ul-
timately no wealth, no power, no con-
trived external beauty at the hands of a 
plastic surgeons or any lasting worldly 
pleasures can satisfy the thirst of the 
soul.  “What will it profit a man if he 
gains the whole world and loses his 
soul.” (Mk 8:36)

All of us, the humble and the ex-
alted, wake up in the middle of the 
night from time to time staring at the 
ceiling, and in the darkness contem-
plating our inner thirst for God, our 
emptiness, frustrations and true need 
for the love and security that only God 
our creator can provide. 

Fr. John Bakas is dean of St. So-
phia Cathedral in Los Angeles and an 
adjunct professor in the Loyola Mary-
mount University Department of The-
ology.

by Fr. John S. Bakas

the correction of omissions of the past 
for better management.The members of 
the Holy Synod expressed their support 
for the action plan that the Holy Arch-
diocese has undertaken and their opti-
mism that the related difficulties will 
soon be overcome. In addition, it was 
decided unanimously that in order not to 
overburden the parishes, the assessment 
of the parishes will remain on the cur-
rent level for the next year without any 
increase.

The Holy Synod kindly asks the pi-

ous faithful of the Church and the par-
ishes of the Holy Archdiocese to con-
tribute positively in the effort to rebuild 
the financial resources and the work of 
improvement of the financial manage-
ment so that without hindrance and with 
renewed vigor the Holy Archdiocese 
can continue her spiritual mission for 
the glory of God and the salvation of the 
people.

Following the completion of the 
deliberations of the Synod, its members 
presided over the Archdiocesan Coun-
cil Committees and participated in the 
meeting of the Archdiocesan Council.
Office of the Holy Eparchial Synod

Eparchial Synod Report
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“Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the Lord, 
not for men….”  (Colossians 3:23)

St. Phocas was a gardener and St. 
Euphrosinos was a cook. They are not 
known as “Phocas the Great” or “Eu-
phrosinos the Theologian.” Known in-
stead by the work they did, they became 
saints of the Church.

We know that service to God and 
His Church is sacred, and because of 
this we strive to serve and support the 
Church. But is it possible for our work 
to be sacred?

Can we be Christian stewards of 
our work? According to St. Porphyrios, 
“At your work, whatever it may be, you 
can become a saint through meekness, 
patience, and love.”

In the second chapter of the Old 
Testament Book of Genesis we read, 
“The Lord God took the man and put 
him in the Garden of Eden to work it 
and take care of it” (Genesis 2:15).  God 
put man in the garden to work. It is part 
of God’s plan for us that we work. In 
Exodus we read, “Six days you shall 
work, but on the seventh day you shall 
rest….”  The world has changed, very 
few of us are called to work the land, 
and our work week may not be six days, 
yet we are created and called by God to 
work, and we can serve him through our 
work. 

Some are blessed to follow a career 
path to a life’s work bringing satisfac-
tion. Others may work in a position that 
may not appear to be spiritually or emo-
tionally fulfilling. In whatever type of 
work we find ourselves, our work can 
become sacred when we dedicate it to 
God. In the words of Mother Theresa, 
“Wherever God has put you, that is your 
vocation. It is not what we do, but how 
much love we put into it.”

Life on earth is a gift. The work we 
do is also a gift if we see it as an op-
portunity to serve God and others. Saint 
Paul instructs us, “Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men….” (Colos-
sians 3:23).  When we see our work in 
this way, we are able to become Chris-
tian stewards of our work.

Stewardship of work teaches us 
that we don’t own our work, our posi-
tion, our title. We are only stewards of 
a position for a period of time. We are 
responsible to fulfill our duties and also 
to prepare it for the person that will fol-
low us in that position. We may also 
have the opportunity to mentor the per-
son that will assume our position when 
we move on, empowering them to apply 
their particular gifts and talents to take 
the position to the next level. 

Christian stewardship of work also 

teaches us that we are responsible to 
those with whom we work and those 
that may be served by our work. We 
are called to reflect the light of Christ 
in their lives, encourage them, support 
them and even love them.  We are also 
stewards of our co-workers inasmuch as 
we cooperate and support them in their 
efforts for the good of all. 

St. Phocas the Gardener lived in 
the late 3rd century, in the ancient re-
gion of Paphlagonia (now northern Tur-
key). Phocas lived humbly on the sale 
of fruits and vegetables he would grow 
in his garden. Through his work, Pho-
cas fed the hungry and gave shelter to 
those in need. Because of his dedication 
to his work and his generosity to those 
in need, he became a Christian example 
to others. Even the non-believers treated 
him with respect, and by his Christ-like 
manner, many were drawn to the Chris-
tian Faith.  

St. Euphrosynos worked as cook 
in a monastery in Palestine, serving the 
brother monks humbly and faithfully. 
The others were not aware of the depth 
of his spiritual growth until it was re-
vealed in a dream to a priest-monk of 
the monastery and then related to the 
brother monks. Euphrosynos is known 
to us by his humble work – St. Euphro-
synos the Cook.   

In times of trouble or worry, es-
pecially over our career, we call upon 
God to strengthen us, to provide op-
portunity and to bring us success. When 
we achieve some measure of worldly 
success, it is easy to say to ourselves as 
we read in the Old Testament Book of 
Deuteronomy (8:17), “My power and 
the strength of my hands have produced 
this wealth for me.” But the next verse 
quickly reminds us, “Remember the 
Lord your God, for it is he who gives 
you the ability to produce wealth.” 

As Christian Stewards we are called 
to give back to God from the “first 
fruits” of our labor. We support our par-
ish and her ministries in an intentional 
way and not with only what it left after 
everything else has been taken care of. 

In whatever work we do, we are 
called to give glory to God for the abili-
ties and opportunities he provides. We 
do this by caring for the work we do, 
applying our God-given abilities to our 
work, and by respecting the responsibil-
ities with which we have been entrusted. 
We do our best and give the glory to 
God. 

Fr Jim Kordaris serves the Arch-
diocese as director of Stewardship, Out-
reach & Evangelism and as pastor of St. 
George Church on New York City’s West 
Side.

Stewardship
The Stewardship of Work

 by Fr Jim Kordaris

To  d o n a t e
to the St.  Nicholas National Shrine,  make checks payable to: 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e
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Boston Cathedral Honors Its Hundreds of Veterans
BOSTON - Annunciation Cathe-

dral of New England held its annual 
Veteran’s Day Remembrance Pro-
gram Nov. 5 in honor of its 841 vet-
erans who served in the U.S. Armed 
Forces from WWI to the present.

The Cathedral welcomed many 
special distinguished guests at the 
memorial service for the almost 600 
deceased veterans officiated by Fr. 
Demetrios E. Tonias, cathedral dean. 
Representatives from the USS Con-

stitution Color Guard, the George K. 
Menichios Post 324 American Legion, 
and branches of the armed forces par-
ticipated.

The service included a wreath pre-
sentation, a descriptive flag folding, a 
performance of “Taps,” and the sing-
ing of the “Our Father” by choir mem-
ber Colleen Palmer.  Following the 
solemn service, a tribute to the many 
sacrifices and heroic bravery of the 
veterans, in defense of our freedom, 

was made by Capt. Alain M. Alexan-
der from the New England Recruiting 
Battalion and Dr. Christopher G. Gus-
sis, Cathedral Veterans chairman.

The Cathedral choir, under the di-
rection of Colleen Palmer, concluded 
the festivities with “Proud To Be An 
American,” by choir member Timothy 
Ayres-Kerr, together with a medley 
of other patriotic musical numbers, 
including “God Bless America” and 
“The Star Spangled Banner.”

Dr. Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGer-
ald, adjunct professor of theology at 
Holy Cross School of Theology and 
co-founder and executive director of 
St. Catherine’s Vision (SCV), offered 
the key note presentation at the Con-
sultation on “Ecumenical Perspec-
tives to the Role of Women in the 
Churches.”

This was held at the Monastery of 
Bose in Mangano, Italy on Oct. 3-7.  
She spoke on “Challenges and Op-
portunities of the Role of Women in 
the Church from a Theological Per-
spective.”

The Consultation was sponsored 
by the Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches 
with support from the Monastery 
of Bose. Twenty- eight theologian 
and church leaders from Orthodox, 
Catholic and Protestant Churches in 
twenty countries participated in the 
Consultation.   There were also repre-
sentatives of regional ecumenical or-
ganizations including the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, Caribbean 
Conference of Churches, Consejo 
Latinoamericano de Iglesias, Middle 
East Council of Churches, National 
Council of Churches in India, and the 
Conference of European Churches.

The Orthodox delegation was led 
by Metropolitan Seraphim of Zim-
babwe, of the Patriarchate of Alex-
andria.  During his remarks to the 
Consultation, he included an update 
of the Patriarchate of Alexandria’s 
progress regarding the rejuvenation 
of the ministry of deaconesses.   

Metropolitan Seraphim also 
commended Professor Kyriaki Kari-
doyanes FitzGerald for her schol-
arly studies on the diaconate and 
for SCV’s monograph: Call for the 
Rejuvenation of the Ministry of the 
Ordained Deaconess. He informed 
the consultation participants that the 
bishops from the Patriarchate of Al-
exandria made use of SCV’s “Call” 
to assist with their participation 
during the Holy and Great Council 
which took place on the island of 
Crete, June 2016.  Furthermore, he 
also emphasized that the SCV docu-
ment has served as a helpful resource 
throughout the Holy Synod’s on-go-
ing discernment process regarding of 
this ministry.

Orthodox participants came from 
the Churches of Constantinople, 
Alexandria, Russia, Romania and 
Greece. Oriental Orthodox partici-
pants came from the Churches of Al-
exandria and Armenia. 

The participants shared reports 
from their churches and regional 
contexts identifying important new 
developments.  There was recogni-
tion that the opportunities related to 
the role of women in the churches 
vary from place to place. Yet, there 
is a common commitment to seek 
unity in the Church while focusing 
on Christ, and welcoming the gifts 
of women and men fully into the life 
of the churches. The participants ac-
knowledged that, without these gifts, 
the life of the churches could not 
have continued, especially in dif-
ficult times. For more information, 
visit SCV’s website at: www.saint-
catherinesvision.org.  

HCHC Professor 
Speaks at 

Conference

Saint Basil 
Academy Hosts 

8th Annual 
Walk-a-thon

Ordinations to the Diaconate: 
Mercado, Bartholomew (formerly Michael) – Metropolitan Evangelos of New 
Jersey – St. Demetrios Church, North Wildwood, NJ 09/24/17

Assignments:
Fr. Christos Kalaitzis – Holy Trinity Cathedral, Portland, Oregon 11/01/17
Fr. Michael Kontogiorgis – Dormition of the Virgin Mary Church, Winchester, 
Va. 11/15/17
Fr. Panteleimon Dalianis – Sts. Constantine and Helen Church, Wauwatosa, 
Wis.  11/26/17
Fr. Luke Melackrinos – Holy Trinity Church, Sioux City, Iowa 11/26/17
Fr. Dimitrios Tobias – St. Basil Church, Chicago 11/26/17

Offikia: 
Fr. R.  Nicholas Rafael II – Office of Economos bestowed by Metropolitan 
Evangelos 09/24/17
Fr. Vasilios Louros – Office of Economos bestowed by Archbishop Demetrios 
10/26/17
Fr. Bill C. Gikas – Office of Protopresbyter bestowed by Metropolitan Evange-
los 11/01/17
Fr. Andreas Vithoulkas – Office of Protopresbyter bestowed by Archbishop 
Demetrios 11/12/17  
Fr. Emmanuel Mantzouris – Office of Economos bestowed by Archbishop 
Demetrios 11/19/17      
 
Retired Clergy:
Fr. Peter E. Papanikolaou  11/15/17
Fr. Nicholas C. Papedo 12/31/17

Receptions:
Fr. Christos Kalaitzis / Oct. 17 (from the Metropolis of Serres and Nigritis)
Dn. Michael Tishel / Nov. 16, 2017 (from the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodox 
Diocese of the USA, Canada and Australia)

Releases:
Fr. Theologos Pandelis / Dec. 31 (to the Metropolis of Kythira, Church of 
Greece, Jan. 1, 2018) 

CLERGY UPDATE

GARRISON, N.Y. -  Saint Ba-
sil Academy hosted its eighth annual 
walk-a-thon Sept. 30 with more than 
200 people, including trustees, staff and 
children of the Academy, participating.  

The event began with a blessing 
from Fr. Costas Sitaras, director of the 
Academy; with trustee Fr. Dean Mora-
lis, dean of Annunciation Cathedral in 
Baltimore, and other clergy assisting.

Participants walked two miles 
across the Academy’s campus in Gar-
rison. The fun continued with lunch and 
a carnival-themed afternoon of games 
and arts and crafts. A popular activity 
of the day was the President’s Pie Toss 
fundraiser.

For the second year, Trustees Presi-
dent Evellyn Tsiadis had pies tossed at 
her by those who donated money to do 
so. This year Evellyn had 50 pies tossed 
at her and raised nearly $5,000.

 “Each year the walk-a-thon gets 
bigger and better and we were truly 
overjoyed to have so many people spend 
the day with us. The most special part 
was having church youth groups, and so 
many young adults and families there 
together supporting the Academy,” said 
Fr. Sitaras.

Money raised supports the Acad-
emy’s operations and ministries.

Saint Basil Academy is the licensed 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese home 
for children in need. The Academy has 
provided a loving Christian environ-
ment for children since it first opened its 
doors in 1944.

Martha & Mary Maternity House Celebrates 
Thanksgiving Banquet

by John Ackerman

Metropolis News

DES PLAINES, Ill. - St. John The 
Baptist Church hosted the Martha and 
Mary Maternity House Celebration 
and Thanksgiving Banquet on Nov. 14 
for about 200 people gathered to sup-
port the activities of this Metropolis of 
Chicago outreach mission.

The Martha and Mary Maternity 
House is an Orthodox Christian mater-
nity home for pregnant women in need 

of support. They are the fulfillment of 
a long-held dream of the members of 
Orthodox Christians for Life-Chicago.

A Pan-Orthodox board of direc-
tors operates under the guidance of 
Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, chan-
cellor, with support from Orthodox hi-
erarchs across all jurisdictions.

The Martha and Mary Maternity 
House took occupancy of its facil-

ity on Nov. 1, 2015, in the northwest 
suburbs of Chicago. After completing 
final preparations, the first “daugh-
ter” moved into the House on April 1, 
2016.

To offer assistance to this vital 
outreach mission, send contributions 
to: Martha & Mary Maternity House, 
8926 N. Greenwood Avenue #227, 
Niles, Illinois  60714
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Metropolis News

About 55 Long Island Sunday school teachers attended a recent religious edu-
cation seminar hosted by St. Nicholas Church in West Babylon, N.Y. Angeliki 
Constantine, project coordinator from the Archdiocese Department of Religious 
Education, conducted the Sept. 19 seminar under the theme, “I am a Sunday school 
teacher, what is my role?” Her presentation included practical applications for 
teachers to use in the classroom

Babylon teachers seminar

This is the central message of the 
Metropolis of San Francisco Family 
Wellness Ministry. Our families and 
parishioners are faced with many chal-
lenges of living in a society wrought 
with divorce, addiction, abuse, and 
shifting moral values. The Family Well-
ness Ministry is committed to connect-
ing individuals, couples, families and 
clergy through the heart toward healthy 
Christ-centered relationships.

We are engaging in practical ways 
to build healthier clergy and parish 
families by offering resources, train-
ing, support, seminars and information 
to church communities throughout our 
Metropolis. In addition, the Metropo-
lis of San Francisco Family Wellness 
Ministry partners with the Archdiocese 
Center for Family Care and many of our 
Family Wellness team members have 
been national presenters for various 
workshops and conferences.

The Family Wellness Ministry is 
here for you - individuals, families, par-
ishes, clergy, young and young-at-heart 
- offering many exciting programs, in-
cluding:

Reclaiming the Family Dinner
Reclaim your family time together 

by gathering around the table and giving 
thanks to God. With kids going back to 
school, there is no better time to make 
a family plan to intentionally discon-
nect from phones and electronic devices 
at the table. Experience the transform-
ing power of engaging in face-to-face, 
heart-to-heart conversations with your 
family! Join us for the Family Well-
ness Ministry Challenge which includes 
praying before every meal, and engag-
ing in Face-to-Face ~ Heart-to-Heart 
conversations with your family. Down-
load our Family Meal Discussion Start-
ers!

Articles & Resources - The Fam-
ily Wellness Ministry website offers 
excellent articles and resources on a va-
riety of family-related topics including 
marriage, family, parenting, addiction, 
grief, anxiety and depression. Take ad-
vantage of these free resources!

Clergy Couple Retreats - Starting
in 2007, the Metropolis of San Francis-

co has been offering retreats for priests 
and presvyteres to support them in their 
marriages and ministries. As clergy are 
responsible for fostering loving rela-
tionships within the parish community, 
so must we direct attention toward nur-
turing healthy marriages in our clergy 
families. “The marriages of our clergy 
come with many challenges and many 
blessings. It is important that we address 
the uniqueness of their relationships and 
strengthen them in their commitment to 
each other and to the Lord,” stated Met-
ropolitan Gerasimos.

Regional Conferences
The Family Wellness Team wants 

to meet you Face-to-Face! We want to 
introduce ourselves to you, share with 
you who we are as well as share with 
your areas of our own expertise. We 
want to see family wellness ministries 
in your parishes! We want to hear and 
learn from you, your ideas, your strug-
gles, and your dreams of what a Family 
Wellness Ministry in your parish could 
provide for those in your community. 
Four free regional conferences have 
been scheduled in 2017 throughout the 
various regions in the Metropolis of San 
Francisco.

The first conference was held on 
Feb. 3-4 at Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church in San Francisco, and the 
second conference took place on May 
19 - 20, 2017 at Saint Paul Greek Or-
thodox Church in Irvine, CA. Featured 
topics included: Raising Children with 
Emotional Intelligence, Why Marriages 
Succeed or Fail, and When Addiction 
Hits Home. The workshops will mod-
el ways on how to incorporate Fam-
ily Wellness in your parish and offer 
concrete suggestions on how to build a 
Family Wellness Ministry within your 
church community. 

Two more conferences took place 
this year: Sept. 8-9 at Holy Apostles 
Church in Shoreline, Wash., and Nov. 
17-18 at Holy Trinity Cathedral in 
Phoenix. 

Family Wellness Leadership Team
Since 2015, the Director of the 

Family Wellness Ministry is Fr. Timo-
thy Pavlatos. He brings with him years 
of pastoral experience as well as spe-
cialized training as a licensed marriage 
and family therapist. 

by Kristen Bruskas

Face to Face ~ Heart to Heart

Guidelines for Centennial News

St NIcholas Church photo

Subscribe online 
Recognizing that many people now receive their information online, and in our 
continuing efforts to make news more easily accesible, you may opt-in to receive the 
Orthodox Observer online edition. When subscribing you will receive your newspaper 
by email only. To opt-in send an email to: observeronline@goarch.org. Include your 
name, as it appears, along with the five or six digit number below the word DIGIT on 
your label. Allow 3-4 months for the change.

As the Archdiocese will mark the 100th year of its founding in 1922, a num-
ber of parishes founded in the decades the late 19th and early 20th centuries have 
already celebrated their centennials and more and more communities will also 
mark this important milestone in the coming years.

The Orthodox Observer welcomes articles and photos from parishes on their 
celebrations and offers a few guidelines for submission of articles and informa-
tion about these events. Communities planning a series of events taking place 
over the course of the year, may submit an article noting these activities two or 
three months in advance for publication in an issue of the Observer prior to the 
start of festivities. 

If a celebratory activity such as a banquet or other formal program, is planned, 
an article and photos may be sent immediately after it has taken place. Articles 
and stories may be 500 to 700 words in length. 

Pictures should be high resolution (300 dpi or greater). Photos posted online 
are not of high enough resolution for use in a print publication. Further photo 
guidelines are available on the classified advertising page. More information, e-
mail: jim@goarch.org
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Obituaries

MANOR, Texas - Fr. Teodor Bita, 
76, a retired priest of the Archdiocese, 
died Nov. 24 after a long battle with 
cancer.

Originally under the Romanian 
Episcopate, he served parishes of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese in Tex-
as, other states and Nassau, Bahamas.

He was born in Romania in 1941 
during World War II.

After Romania fell under com-
munism in 1945 and students were 
discouraged from seeking theological 
training and experienced persecution, 
he nevertheless attended the theologi-
cal seminary of Neamt Monastery, 
graduating in 1960.

He taught school in his hometown 
for a few years, then was accepted to 
the National Opera Choir in Iassy.

After completing his required mil-
itary service, he was admitted to the 
Conservatory of Music in Bucharest, 
majoring in academic choral conduct-
ing and music theory and composi-
tion. He graduated in 1970 and taught 
and conducted at the music school in 
Botosani for 16 years, serving as its 
principal for five of those years.

He married Aspasia Cismanescu 
in 1972.

In 1986, he went to Italy with 
his son to attend an international pi-
ano competition. After spending six 
months in Rome, he was granted asy-
lum in the United States. They arrived 
in Oberlin, Ohio in March 1987 and, 
two years later, were joined by his 
wife and daughter.

They moved to Columbus, Ohio, 
in 1988 and he taught in the public 
schools while studying for his doctor-
ate in choral conducting at Ohio State 
University.

In 1991 he was ordained to the 
priesthood in Michigan by Bishop Na-
thaniel of the Romanian Episcopate 
of the United States and served St. 
Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Church 
in Colleyville, Texas.

Fr. Bita transferred to the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America in 
1992 and was assigned to St. Demetri-
os Church in Fort Worth, Texas. Sub-
sequent assignments have included 
Holy Cross Church in Wichita Falls, 
Texas, Holy Trinity Church in Jack-
son, Miss., Annunciation Church in 
Montgomery, Ala., and Annunciation 
Church in Nassau, Bahamas.

He retired as a full-time priest in 
2010 but continued to serve as interim 
priest in Fort Worth, at Assumption 
Church in San Angelo, Texas, and at 
Holy Trinity Church in Wichita, Kan-
sas.

In addition to his presvytera, sur-
vivors include two children: Roxanne 
and Gabriel and a granddaughter, 
Maia Georgina.

Fr. Teodor Bita

Very Rev.
Vasilios Penteridis

John Basil Vlahos

Fr. Peter C. Kyriakos
His distinguished career in law 

earned him great respect from his col-
leagues and he was widely known as 
a man of impeccable character. John 
also served as a sergeant in the U.S. 
Army.

When St. Nicholas Ranch and 
Retreat Center was first acquired by 
the (then) Diocese of San Francisco, 
he was instrumental in developing the 
governing infrastructure through the 
drafting of the initial Ranch bylaws 
and served as a member of the board 
for several years. John also served as 
legal counsel to the Diocese and Me-
tropolis of San Francisco, and never 
hesitated to offer his support or pro-
fessional services when it came to the 
Church. In recognition of his exem-
plary commitment, John was honored 
to become an Archon of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate in the Order of Saint 
Andrew the Apostle.

At the parish level, John was a 
devoted steward and Past President 
of the Annunciation Cathedral in San 
Francisco. He was also a dedicated 
choir member at the Annunciation Ca-
thedral and Saint Nicholas Greek Or-
thodox Church in San Jose, Calif., for 
many years. John was also an avid his-
torian, and it brought him great joy to 
research his family roots in Messinia, 
Greece, as well as delve into history 
through the writings of the ancient 
Greek philosophers.

Survivors include his loving wife, 
Cynthia; children Teitsa (Allen) Mann, 
Basil (Rose), Nicholas, Cassandra and 
Michael, and grandchildren Andrew 
and Phillip Eisner. Also surviving are 
brothers George and Eugene (Susan), 
and sister Tasia (Nick) Misthos, and 
other relatives.

Services were held at Holy Trinity 
Church in San Francisco Wednesday, 
Nov. 1 and the funeral service took 
place Nov. 2 with Metropolitan Gera-
simos officiating.

 Memorial donations may be 
made to the Annunciation Cathedral 
Building Fund, 245 Valencia Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94103

He was born Jan. 11, 1941 in Bos-
ton. He graduated from Boston Uni-
versity with a degree in public rela-
tions in 1965. He earned a masters in 
counseling from Nova University in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., in 1984, and a 
Masters in Divinity from Holy Cross 
School of Theology in 1987.

He married Eva Marie Ide of Wer-

OCEAN CITY, Md. – The V. Rev. 
Fr. Vasilios Penteridis, 74, a retired 
priest of the Archdiocese who served 
St. George Church until his retirement 
in September 2008, died Oct. 11.

He was born in Polypotamos-
Florina, Greece Feb. 20, 1943 and at-
tended elementary and high school in 
Florina.

He studied at the Phisikomathi-
matico School in Athens and the An-
otati Economics and Business School 
from 1963 to 1971.

Next he studied at the Columbia 
University School of Engineering 
from 1971-75. From 1986-88 he at-
tended Holy Cross School of Theol-
ogy, earning a Master’s in Divinity. 
He was ordained at Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral in New York as a deacon by 
Bishop Isaiah of Aspendos Oct. 2, 
1988, and as a priest by Bishop Phi-
lotheos of Meloa on April 9, 1989.

He was elevated to Archimandrite 
rank by Archbishop Iakovos on March 
17, 1993.

He served as an assistant priest at 
the cathedral from October 1988 to 
March 15, 1990. Fr. Penterides’ next 
assignment was at the Catedral De 
Santa Sofia in Mexico City, serving 
until Aug. 26, 1994.

From Nov. 13, 1994 until July 31, 
1999 served at Sts. Constantine and 
Helen Cathedral in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
then was assigned to St. George in 
Ocean City.      

Funeral services took place Oct. 
17 at St. George Church.

nswig, Germany in February 1989 and 
was ordained a deacon Nov. 5 1989 
by Metropolitan Silas of New Jersey 
at St. John the Theologian Cathedral 
in Tenafly.

A week later, on Nov. 12, he was 
ordained a priest by Bishop Metho-
dios of Boston.

He served the following parishes: 
St. John-Tenafly, St. Elpis, Hopewell, 
Va., Sts. Constantine and Helen, Web-
ster, Mass., Kimisis tis Theotokou, 
Manchester, N.J., and St. John Chrys-
ostom in Hobe Sound, Fla., as a sec-
ond priest.

He retired March 6, 2006.
Survivors include his presvytera, 

Evangelia Kyriakos of Port St. Lucie.
Funeral service was July 1

Funeral services took place Nov. 
30 at Transfiguration Church in Aus-
tin with Metropolitan Isaiah officiat-
ing and other clergy participating.

Peter J. Pappas

was an Archon of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate for more than 20 years and 
a member of the Archbishop Iakovos 
Leadership 100 Endowment Fund and 
its Board of Trustees.

Serving on the committee for the 
St. Nicholas Church and Shrine at the 
World Trade Center, Pappas commit-
ted more than $1 million for the heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning equip-
ment for the building, and the mechani-
cal work involved in the construction.

His connection to St. Nicholas be-
gan in his childhood. Born on Dec. 8, 
1939, he was raised on Manhattan’s 
West Side, he attended St. Eleftherios 

Church and often visited St. Nicholas 
Church. His father emigrated from Cy-
prus and was a butcher. His mother was 
first-generation Greek American whose 
family came from Kalamata, Greece.

As an adult he had been an active 
member of several New York parishes, 
including St. Demetrios Church in Mer-
rick, St. Paul Cathedral in Hempstead/
Garden City, and Church of the Resur-
rection in Brookville.

He attended New York University 
and studied business. In 1971, he started 
P.J. Mechanical, now the largest HVAC 
companies in New York and one of 
the largest in the entire nation that has 
grown into P.J. Companies, of which he 
was chairman.

His company’s renovations include 

many of New York’s signature build-
ings - the Chrysler Building, the GM 
Building. Park Avenue Atrium, Citicorp 
Building, AOL, the World Trade Cen-
ter, Morgan Stanley Properties, Colum-
bia University, the Time Warner Center, 
and two new stadiums, Citifield, home 
of the New York Mets, and Yankee Sta-
dium and others.

Pappas was also a real estate devel-
oper in New York City, Palm Beach, 
Fla., Ohio and Sacramento, Calif.

Of Cypriot background, he was not-
ed for his philanthropy work in support 
of Greek and Cypriot causes, including 
the Cyprus Children’s Fund. He is past 
chairman of the Cyprus Children’s Fund 
for which he was awarded the Honorary 
Gold Medal by the Republic of Cyprus.

Survivors include his wife, Cath-
erine (Skiadas) Pappas, also a member 
of Leadership 100, and three children, 
Peter Jr., James and Tara, and nine 
grandchildren. He was recently honored 
by the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce for his philanthropy.

Funeral services took place Nov. 29 
at Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral 
with Archbishop Demetrios officiating.

  from page 1

SAN FRANCISCO - The Me-
tropolis of San Francisco recently an-
nounce the passing of John Basil Vla-

hos, Archon Nomophylax, who died 
Oct. 29 at age 82. He was born Aug. 
25, 1935.

 “John was a faithful man with a 
kind and giving heart. He was eager 
and willing to serve the Church, and 
his sound judgement always reflected 
his personal commitment and high 
moral standards,” stated Metropolitan 
Gerasimos. “His devotion to the Greek 
Orthodox Church was evident in the 
many ways he gave of his time and 
talents and he did this with abounding 
love in his heart.”

 John was born on August 25, 1935 
to Vasilios and Maria Vlahos and was 
raised in San Francisco. He was very 
involved in church activities. Vlahos 
received his bachelor of arts degree in 
hjistory, and his Juris Doctor from the 
University of San Francisco.

His distinguished career in law 
earned him great respect from his col-
leagues and he was widely known as 
a man of impeccable character. John 
also served as a sergeant in the U.S. 
Army.

When St. Nicholas Ranch and 
Retreat Center was first acquired by 
the (then) Diocese of San Francisco, 
he was instrumental in developing the 
governing infrastructure through the 
drafting of the initial Ranch bylaws 
and served as a member of the board 
for several years. John also served as 
legal counsel to the Diocese and Me-
tropolis of San Francisco, and never 
hesitated to offer his support or pro-
fessional services when it came to the 
Church. In recognition of his exem-
plary commitment, John was honored 
to become an Archon of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate in the Order of Saint 
Andrew the Apostle.

At the parish level, John was a 
devoted steward and Past President 
of the Annunciation Cathedral in San 
Francisco. He was also a dedicated 
choir member at the Annunciation 
Cathedral and Saint Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church in San Jose, CA for 
many years. John was also an avid his-
torian, and it brought him great joy to 
research his family roots in Messinia, 
Greece, as well as delve into history 
through the writings of the ancient 
Greek philosophers.

Survivors include his loving wife, 
Cynthia; children Teitsa (Allen) Mann, 
Basil (Rose), Nicholas, Cassandra and 
Michael, and grandchildren Andrew 
and Phillip Eisner. Also surviving are 
brothers George and Eugene (Susan), 
and sister Tasia (Nick) Misthos, and 
other relatives.

Services were held at Holy Trinity 
Church in San Francisco Wednesday, 
Nov. 1 and the funeral service took 
place Nov. 2 with Metropolitan Gera-
simos officiating.

 Memorial donations may be 
made to the Annunciation Cathedral 
Building Fund, 245 Valencia Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94103.
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Corrections

Center of Family Care photo

The Aegean Duo

A Night in Athens Trio

125 SE Mizner Blvd, Suite 14  
Boca Raton, FL 33432

Local 561-447-0750 
Toll Free 1-866-447-0750  

Ext 102 or 108

Judith@travelgroupint.com

 Departing  
Fort Lauderdale to  

St Kitts, St. Maarten, 
San Juan & Labadee 

Basile

It just keeps getting 
bigger and better! 

Enjoy Private Greek 
Entertainment, a  

Greek Festival 
at Sea, Special 
Activities and  

Greek Food!

Sponsored by  
St. Mark Greek 

Orthodox Church  
of Ocala, FL

Announcing our 12th Annual

opa! greek cruise
February 3-11, 2018

Book now  
before rates 

increase!
Prices start at  

$959 per person

www.opacruise.com

For reservations  
and information contact:

Rates are per person, double 
occupancy and include cabin, 
port charges, taxes and entry  

to all private oPA events.
Rates and information subject to 

change at any time without notice.
Cabins are capacity controlled.

Freedom of the Seas®

You must reserve 
your cabin with 
TRAVELGROUP to 
enter all of the private 
Greek Entertainment 
events

This group of young dancers recently performed at the Transfiguration Church festival in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Their teacher is Diane Primis. The church has been busy raising funds for its building loan, which 
it expects to pay off this year.

Encouragement in Anchorage

Canadian visitors

Transfiguration Church photo

Chicago Metropolis photo

Orthodox Observer photo

In the September Octomber obituary page:
-The date of Fr. James Condos’ death was Aug. 30, not Aug. 29 as listed in
the Sept.-Oct issue.
-The husband of Sarah A. Pappas, 99, who died May 23 preceded her in death
24 years ago. She was also preceded in death by a grandchild.

Metropolis News

PALOS HEIGHTS, Ill. - The Chi-
cago Metropolis: Federation of Greek 
Orthodox Church Musicians recently 
held their 60th Anniversary Conference 
at the St. Spyridon Church.

Founded in 1957, the Federation 
has served churches in Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri and Wiscon-
sin.

In a recent endeavor, the Federation 
hosted “Flash Choirs” involving choir 
members visiting Metropolis churches 
to support/mentor new directors, inspire 
church members to form a choir and of-
fer established directors the opportunity 
to conduct Federation members.

A Flash Choir event took place in 
the summer at Annunciation Church in 
Kankakee, Ill. A new choir was estab-
lished in November and began singing 
liturgies at the parish. 

It was a dual celebration weekend 
as St. Spyridon parish hosted its 100th  

anniversary liturgy while the Choir Fed-
eration sang their 60th anniversary Lit-
urgy. Of note was the visit of Metropoli-
tan Nektarios of Kerkyra who headed a 
delegation from Greece.

Celebrating the Liturgy were: Met-
ropolitan Nektarios, Metropolitan Niki-
tas, and Frs. Anargyros Stavropoulos, 
Tilemahos Alikakos and Athenagoras 
of Cuba. Directing the choir was Mar-
lene Ego of Annunciation Church in 
Milwaukee.  Organist was Alexis Brat-
sakis, who played the Anastasiou Minor 
Liturgy. 

The conference had several high-
lights: Addie Patsavas of St. Nicholas, 
Oak Lawn was awarded a 70 yr ser-
vice medal; Peter Condos (St. Athana-
sios/Aurora, Ill.), Rena Meintanis (All 
Saints/Joliet, Ill.) and Ruth E. Faklis (St. 
Spyridon/Palos Heights, Ill.) were each 
awarded the National Forum’s “Patri-
arch Athenagoras Medal”.  It is given to 

individuals who have made exemplary 
contributions to church music in their 
metropolises.

The 2018 conference host parish 
will be St. Nectarios/Palatine, Ill. and 
the 2019 conference host parish will be 
St. Basil/Chicago.

Awards were given for years of 
service; cords of service were give to 
former Federation Board members, cer-
tificates were given to parishes who sup-
ported the Federation by hosting their 
conferences over the past 60 years; the 

attendees had dinner at Harry Carey’s in 
Chicago during the Cubs playoff series; 
there was a 1950’s Sock Hop with live 
music provided by the Claremont Drive 
Band and more.

The newly elected Federation Board 
members were also announced: Nick 
Chimitris, president (St. Demetrios/
Hammond, Ind), Rena Meintanis, vice-
president (All Saints/Joliet, Ill.), Joanne 
Volakakis, treasurer (Holy Apostles/
Westchester/Ill.) and Maria Meintanis, 
secretary (All Saints/Joliet).

Chicago Metropolis Choirs 
Observe 60th Anniversary

by John Ackerman

Goyans from Kimisis tis Theotokou parish in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada recently visited Archdiocese head-
quarters in New York where they received a tour from Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, chief secretary of the 
Holy Eparchial Synod. Their visit also included a stop at the construction site of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the World Trade Center.
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“Your Nativity, O Christ our God, has shown the world the Light of Knowledge.
 For therein the worshippers of the stars taught by a Star to worship You,
the Sun of Righteousness, and to know You as the Orient from on High. 

Lord, Glory to You.”

Christ Is Born!  Glorify Him!

The Trustees of the St. Photios Foundation, and the Staff, Friends,
and Volunteers of the St. Photios National Shrine
Wish You and Yours a Blessed Nativity Season!

Join Us in St. Augustine for the 
36th Anniversary Pilgrimage Banquet

Sunday, February 4, 2018
&

GREEK WEEK, Celebrating the 250th 
Anniversary of Greek Landing Day

Tuesday, May 15-Saturday, May 19, 2018

41 St. George Street,  St. Augustine, Florida 32084 (904) 829-8205  info@stphotios.com

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of America, Chairman
His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, President

Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh, Executive Director
Archon Dr. Manuel N. Tissura, 1st Vice President

Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Director

(George Filippakis, Iconographer) 



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2017 27

GOA/D.Panagos photo

 

Great for festivals, gifts, and fund raising.
Formore details call 843 577 2063

Order NOW
with PayPal

 

60th Anniversary Edition 

Please send me                 copies of Popular Greek Recipes at $24.95 each 
plus $3.95 per copy for postage & handling.
Enclosed you will fi nd   $ for this order.

Name    Email

Address

City   State       Zip

www.charlestongreekcookbook.com

St. Irene Ladies Philoptohos Society
30 Race Street

Charleston, South Carolina 29403

40% discount on orders of 6 or more

Philoptochos Ad FINAL with seal.indd   1 12/10/2017   12:56:58 PM
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IOCC

Clean drinking water for the girls at the Lwemiyaga school in Uganda  /  IOCC photo

BALTIMORE – International Or-
thodox Christian Charities (IOCC) and 
the Colorado-based St. Nektarios Edu-
cation Fund, which since 2009 have col-
laborated to build three new schools in 
central and northern Uganda, recently 
entered into a new agreement to expand 
efforts to provide education and clean 
water to the children in that region.

The area has been ravaged by de-
cades of civil war, economic decline, 
and an AIDS epidemic.

The schools are operated and sus-
tained in partnership with the Uganda 
Orthodox Church to address lack of 
educational opportunities through the 
provision of well-equipped schools, in-
cluding sanitary facilities and access to 
clean water.

IOCC and the St. Nektarios Educa-
tion Fund together have built three sec-
ondary schools in Uganda, providing 
access to education to over 700 children 
living in Gulu, Butembe and Lwemi-
yaga.

The newest initiative includes the 
completion of a new girls’ dormitory, 
improved sanitation facilities, solar pan-
els, and a new rainwater catchment sys-
tem at a school previously constructed 
in Lwemiyaga, Uganda. This school 
will become a center for community 
learning and development, serving as a 
hub for farmers and others in nearby vil-
lages to access water and IT resources.

“Our partnership with the St. Nek-
tarios Education Fund will extend our 
important work to provide vital resourc-
es focused around education for Ugan-
dan communities,” said Constantine 
Triantafilou, IOCC’s executive director. 
“We are so fortunate to have partners 
like the St. Nektarios Education Fund, 
who embrace our common mission to 
increase educational access in Africa.”

The Lwemiyaga school currently 
provides instruction to 130 children. Im-
provements to the facility will allow the 
school to receive accreditation, enabling 
the students to take national exams in 
their own school and eliminating the 
need to travel. In addition, new facilities 
will provide housing for 80 female stu-
dents, helping to reduce their risk of ex-
posure to the sexual assault and violence 
that is prevalent in the region.

Fr. Evan Armatas, parish priest of 
St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church 
and host of “Orthodox Live” on An-

cient Faith Radio, founded the St. Nek-
tarios Education Fund in 2002 out of his 
seminary dorm room in order to provide 
educational opportunities to needy chil-
dren in Africa. In addition to building 
schools, the Fund has also provided 
over 450 student scholarships since its 
founding.

“The St. Nektarios Education 
Fund’s mission is transforming the lives 
of African children through education 
and because of our partnership with 
IOCC, we are able to continue advanc-
ing our goal of building model schools 
in Uganda that not only provide quality 
education, but also serve the larger com-
munities’ needs for water and power,” 
said Fr. Evan.

IOCC has a global reach, and places 
a focus on educational access for chil-
dren/youth and their communities, as 
demonstrated by current and historical 
projects in Syria, Lebanon, the Holy 
Land, Greece, Haiti, and the United 
States. This newest initiative represents 
a furthering of that area of work in Af-
rica.

IOCC, the official humanitarian 
agency of the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States 
of America, has been working in co-
operation with the Uganda Orthodox 
Church to provide educational support, 
school construction and access to clean 
water since 2009.

The year 2017 marks IOCC’s 25th 
anniversary of delivering emergency 

and long-term relief in the spirit of 
Christ’s love. For more information, 
visit www.iocc.org.

Correction
In the Sept-Oct edition, IOCC’s 

Frontliners were incorrectly referred 
to as “frontrunners.” They are a group 
of highly trained clergy and lay people 
who offer emotional and spiritual care 
(not support) in the wake of disasters. 
Frontliners were the first group to pro-
vide such care at the George R. Brown 
Convention Center in Houston (not the 
first aid group to arrive there).

IOCC, St. Nektarios Education Fund, 
Team Up for New Uganda Project

Your gifts of compassion have al-
lowed us to do so much in the first half 
of 2017, including:
• More than 11,820 food kits have been 
distributed to families displaced in Syria
• More than 160 health professionals 
from nine districts and 61 health centers 
in Ethiopia are currently being trained 
on proper treatment and prevention of 
podoconiosis
• 40 ICU hospital beds were distributed 
to a community hospital in Tbilisi run 
by the Patriarchate of Georgia
• Hot meals, bread parcels, fruits and 
vegetables for 770 Lebanese vulnerable 
and Syrian refugee households were 
distributed through IOCC’s community 
kitchens in the Bekaa Valley and North 
Lebanon
• More than 15 volunteers assisted Mis-
souri residents whose homes were hit by 
severe flooding
• 40 Frontline volunteers participated 
in the Annual Frontline Conference to 
share lessons learned about providing 
spiritual and emotional care
• More than 600 students a day at four 
schools are receiving healthy snacks in 
Athens
• Non-formal education activities have 
been provided to 140 Greek and refugee 
children in Athens

Everything we do is only possible 
because of donors and volunteers like 
you.

Impacting Lives 
During Our 25th Year
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Metropolis News

Annunciation Church on Manhattan’s Upper West Side, recently observed its  125th anniversary and 
honored two of the parish’s philanthropists, Julie and Nicholas Sakellariadis. He is an Archon and member 
of Leadership 100. Also pictured are Archbishop Demetrios and Fr. Chrysostomos Gilbert, parish priest.

Parish honorees

Memphis Goyans Visit 
Civil Rights Landmark

Annunciation Church photo

CHICAGO – More than 600 
members of Chicago’s Greek Com-
munity attended the second annual 
Black Tie “Wings to Cure Gala” in 
support of the Hippocratic Cancer Re-
search Foundation on Saturday, Oct. 
14. Dignitaries included Illinois Gov. 
Bruce and Diana Rainer.

The Hippocratic Cancer Research 
Foundation (HCRF) launched in No-
vember 2015. Within a year, HCRF 
held its inaugural gala and in March 
2017 HRCF handed a check to the 
Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Can-
cer Center of Northwestern Univer-
sity for $543,059. There is a palpable 
sense of excitement and momentum 
behind the prospect of supporting 
such a world-class institution.

Often referred to as the “father of 
medicine” for his lasting contributions 
to the field, Hippocrates was revered 
as the ideal physician and admired as 
a teacher. 

Born on the Aegean island of Kos, 
his historical reputation as an educator 
and his healing abilities have been a 
source of pride for Greek community 
worldwide.

The Hippocratic Oath is consid-
ered a rite of passage for doctors to 
this day, setting the highest ethical 
standards for compassionate care, re-

spect for patient privacy, and sharing 
scientific knowledge for the benefit of 
future generations. 

Hippocrates’ approach to scientif-
ic discovery and empathetic care has 
inspired the establishment of the Hip-
pocratic Cancer Research Foundation 
(HCRF).

The mission of the Hippocratic 
Cancer Research Foundation is to dis-
cover, develop and implement effec-
tive new treatments for patients with 
cancer by advancing groundbreaking 
research. 

Our goal – to eliminate cancer and 
save lives – is ambitious but achiev-
able.

The Hippocratic Cancer Research 
Foundation will provide the philan-
thropic support to fund interdisciplin-
ary research teams at the Robert H. 
Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center 
of Northwestern University, empow-
ering their world-class investigators 
to join forces and address the most ur-
gent questions in the fields of cancer 
biology and oncology in daring and 
innovative ways. 

By investing in research, with an 
emphasis on translational cancer re-
search, the HCRF will accelerate and 
heighten the impact of scientific dis-
coveries.

Chicago Greek Community
Supports Cancer Research Center

CHICAGO - A large crowd packed 
the ballroom of the world famous Drake 
Hotel in Downtown Chicago to celebrate 
the 125th anniversary of Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral. The capac-
ity crowd for this formal black-tie gala 
included Bishop Demetrios of Mokis-
sos, Illinois Governor Bruce and Diana 
Rauner, Consul General of Greece in 
Chicago Polyxeni Petropoulou, Illinois 
Secretary of State Jesse White, and a 
strong gathering of the Metropolis of 
Chicago Archons.

Annunciation was the third Greek 
Orthodox parish established in the Unit-
ed States, following New Orleans and 

New York City. The Cathedral of Chi-
cago was founded in 1892 by a group of 
people who had emigrated from Laco-
nia and some of the Greek islands. The 
community first rented a hall on Ran-
dolph near Union Street and asked the 
Holy Synod of Athens for a priest. Fr. 
Panagiotis of Ithaca was signed as the 
first priest and in March of 1892 the first 
Divine Liturgy was celebrated.

The community today has some 
400 families who with zeal and dedica-
tion support the Cathedral to continue 
its rich spiritual mission throughout the 
next century and be the beacon of Or-
thodoxy in the Metropolis of Chicago.

Chicago Cathedral Marks 125th Year

In the effort to bring Orthodoxy to 
life in our communities, Goyans from 
Annunciation Church in Memphis, 
spent a recent afternoon at the Nation-
al Civil Rights Museum, located in the 
former Lorraine Motel, where civil 
rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was assassinated on April 4, 1968.

Through interactive exhibits and 
historic collections, the museum of-
fers visitors a chance to trace the his-
tory of the Civil Rights Movement in 

the United States from the 17th cen-
tury to the present.  The mission is to 
take visitors on a journey through the 
fight for equality and freedom.

Fr. Simon Thomas, pastor, said 
the visit profoundly affected the Goy-
ans who were inspired to see the icon-
ic photo of Archbishop Iakovos stand-
ing next to Dr. King during the 1965 
march in Selma, Ala., demonstrating 
how Orthodoxy requires courage in 
the face of injustice.

Children of the Cathedral parish where a major presence at the celebration.

Chichago Cathedral photo



NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2017 29

Family Connections
National Ministries - Center for Family Care

A phrase that is often recited dur-
ing the Christmas season is “Peace on 
earth, goodwill to all!” These are beauti-
ful words, but are they realistic? Just this 
past year we’ve been rocked by terrorist 
attacks in Manchester, England, New 
York City, and other places around the 
globe.

We continue to be shaken by mass 
shootings in Las Vegas and Sutherland, 
Texas. We can’t seem to agree about 
what, if anything, can be done to stop 
them.

A recent edition of Sports Illustrat-
ed accurately observes that “the United 
States is an angry country, with hard di-
vides between right and left, black and 
white, rich and poor, immigrant and na-
tive, millennial and boomer.” Can there 
really be “Peace on earth and goodwill 
to all?”

Despite the troubling news from 
around the world, the Church rejoices. 
The feast of Christmas announces to 
us the following statement: God chose 
to enter this world and share in the suf-
ferings of humankind. The Gospel nar-
rative of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem may 
appear sweet and sentimental, but the 
truth is that Jesus entered this world fac-
ing the same stark realities that all of our 
families face. 

Let’s recall the details surround-

ing Jesus’ birth. First, a Roman census 
displaces Jesus’ family from its home 
at the most inopportune time. Mary is 
nine months pregnant and must travel 
the rocky and treacherous roads to Beth-
lehem. They must take shelter in a cave 
since no rooms are available at the inn. 
Powerful leaders learn of the birth of the 
divine Savior and jealously plot to kill 
the Christ Child to protect their power 
base. 

The family of Jesus must flee their 
hometown for safety. By the decree of 
King Herod, many children are mur-
dered by rampaging soldiers. Joseph, the 
earthly guardian of Jesus, acts swiftly to 

protect his family. Gifts are exchanged 
by people who don’t really know each 
other but share a sense of hope together.

This is the story of Jesus’ birth. This 
is the way God chose to relate to the 
world—not as a conquering king, but as 
one of us. Not in a royal procession iso-
lated from the realities of human strug-
gle, but placed in a manger—a feeding 
box for farm animals. Jesus and His 
family experienced first-hand the human 
sufferings and struggles of this world.

For us as Christians, Christmas is 
more than a sentimental or nostalgic 
day of opening gifts and eating a hearty 
meal with our families. Christmas is a 

reminder that God so loved the world 
that He took on flesh and faced human 
afflictions and challenges so we could 
be reunited with our Creator.

“Peace on earth, goodwill to all!” 
That is God’s blessing to His troubled 
children. Christmas is the reassurance 
that God’s grace, love, compassion, and 
hope are gifts offered to each one of us. 
The true wonder of Christmas is that 
these gifts are offered to us every day, 
not just once a year.

The following is a message offered 
a few years back by Archbishop Deme-
trios of America, a statement of reassur-
ance that reminds us of the power and 
promise of the Nativity feast:

Christ has come to us as the Prince 
of Peace, offering a divine peace that is 
much greater than any comfort or securi-
ty offered in this world.  It is a peace that 
is available to all humanity, regardless of 
current challenges, threats, living condi-
tions, or stage of life.  It is a peace that 
cannot be disturbed by the violence and 
insecurities of this broken world, for its 
origin is the God of peace. It is a peace 
that comes through faith as we trust in 
the promises of God. His Incarnation is 
the seal of that promise.

Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Rev. Alexander Goussetis serves as 

Director of the Center for Family Care. 
His pastoral emphasis is making the 
Orthodox faith relevant for families in 
their everyday lives, and encouraging 
participation in all facets of our Holy 
Tradition. He is married to Presvytera 
Lisa, and they have three children – Ju-
lia, Nicholas, and Sophia.

Peace on Earth, 
Goodwill to All

by Fr. Alexander Goussetis

The 12 Days of Christmas refer to the period of Dec. 25-Jan. 5. It is a pri-
marily a festal time, spanning from Christmas Day until the Eve of Theoph-
any, which is the only day where fasting is observed. Visit the following link 
for a parent companion to the Department of Religious Education zine “For 
to Us a Child is Born” https://www.goarch.org/en/-/for-to-us-a-child-is-born. 
This supplement features suggested activities for celebrating the 12 Days of 
Christmas as a family, but you can also create your own! The most important 
thing is to not let a day go by without marveling at the transformative gift we 
received through Christ’s Nativity. Are you ready to take the challenge?

Potholes on the Way to Bethlehem: Navigating the Stress of the Nativity 
Season with Fr. Alexander Goussetis and George Stavros, Ph.D., M.Div.

The 12 Days of Christmas

Celebrating St. Basil (Jan. 1)
St. Basil the Great was one of the 

greatest Fathers of the Church. He 
came from a holy family and was the 
first person in human history to es-
tablish an orphanage for children and 
a Christian hospital. His intelligence, 
generosity, and practical application 
of our beautiful faith have brought him 
great fame and reverence.

St. Basil had a wonderful strat-
egy for helping the poor without com-
promising their dignity: He asked the 
women of the Church to bake loaves 
of wonderful sweet bread with coins 
hidden inside and pass out the bread 
to hungry people, who would then find 
the coins when they broke the bread 
with their families.

In honor of St. Basil, many Or-
thodox people bake Vasilopita (Basil 
bread) on his feast day. This sweet 
bread with a coin inside is cut into 
many pieces, and each portion of the 
Vasilopita is distributed—one for our 
Lord Jesus Christ, one for the Holy 
Theotokos, a third for St. Basil, and 
other portions for the members of the 
family, beginning with the eldest. In a 
parish setting, portions may be cut for 
the various ministries of the Church, 
for the little church households, the 
traveler, the visitor, and the poor. Note 
that the coins are wrapped in wax paper 
before baking.

Bake Bread with Coins Inside
You might search online for a Vasi-

lopita recipe (or you might bake your 

favorite bread with coins inside). You 
can cut the bread, offering a piece for 
each of the groups mentioned above. 
The one who receives the coin is prom-
ised God’s blessings in the new year.

A particularly beautiful alternative 
would be to do what St. Basil did: bake 
several loaves of fresh bread with mon-
ey inside and pass them out to hungry 
people you meet on the streets.

Clean out your Closets
St. Basil said, “When someone 

steals another’s clothes, we call them 
a thief. Should we not give the same 
name to one who could clothe the na-
ked and does not? The bread in your 
cupboard belongs to the hungry; the 
coat unused in your closet belongs to 
the one who needs it; the shoes rotting 

in your closet belong to the one who 
has no shoes; the money which you 
hoard up belongs to the poor.”

He has a good point—all those 
clothes in your closet that you are not 
using could well be put to good use by 
someone without clothes. Make a fam-
ily tradition of combing through closets 
and donating extra shoes and garments 
to those in need. Honor St. Basil’s 
memory by sharing your bounty with 
someone who could use another shirt.

For more ideas on building up the 
Church in your home order Blueprints 
for the Little Church: Creating an Or-
thodox Home by Elissa Bjeletich and 
Caleb Shoemaker. Printed with permis-
sion by Ancient Faith Publishing www.
ancientfaith.com.  

Excerpt  from  ‘Blueprints for the Little Church’

“The Church calendar is the best road map for every season; it provides a 
rhythm for life. There really is very little that is done liturgically for this [Na-
tivity] season compared to the fullness of Lent, Holy Week, and Pascha… In 
a way we set ourselves up for disappointment and anxiety because the culture 
is pressing us about what this season should be about. So, I think we should 
take refuge in that, in terms of what stressors and pressures we are putting on 
ourselves, or our society or our families. The Church has a very different per-
spective and viewpoint on how we should prepare for this season.” – Excerpt 
adapted from “Potholes on the Way to Bethlehem.” To watch the webinar in 
its entirety visit, https://www.goarch.org/en/-/potholes-on-the-way-to-bethle-
hem-navigating-the-stress-of-the-nativity-season.
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GUIDELINES 
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

C A L L  N O W   ( 5 1 6 )  9 3 1 - 2 3 3 3

Dimitrios  Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all  events visit
w w w.panagos.com

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k 

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

REAL ESTATE

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

PILGRIMAGE TOURS NEW BOOK

Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify 
the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise 
specifically indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER  has no affiliation with 
any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in, described on 
or printed, and it makes no representations or warranties whatsoever 
with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or 
person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize, 
revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the 
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time 
for any reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and 
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any 
damages arising out of errors or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER 
will not be held liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.

New Retail website

Discover  MOUNT ATHOS
We organize tours that will open up the world of monastic 
life to you. Observe and share in the monks’ daily journey 
as well a peruse the architectural wonders of the Athonite 

monasteries. For the past 25 years our expert guides 
have directed countless excursions to Mount Athos.  

We organize standard or customized tours to suit the 
specific requests of pilgrims. We offer Athos hiking 

and climbing as well. Speak fluent  Greek  and  English.
www.mountathostour.com  
 info@mountathostour.com

Contact : ( 011 30) 2310 554548 
 Mobile: (011 30) 6949311953

OBSERVER’S  

If you’re looking for:
- Professional, accurate, 

certified and
 reasonably priced translations
- Greek power of attorney and 

certificate translations
- Help w/ Dual Citizenship Applications 

and US Immigration Matters

Call 1-844 954 6467 or 
email: info@worldlingos.com

TRANSLATIONS - 
ALL MAJOR LANGUAGES 

AND GREEK

 

 

 

The Byzantine and Modern Greek Stud-
ies (BMGS) Program of Queens College 

is currently conducting a search for 
Administrative Manager. 

This reporting to the Director of the 
BMGS Program and the successful candidate 

will serve as the program coordinator and 
student advisor. The Administrative Manager 

is responsible for the management of the office 
and program budget and is instrumental in the 
marketing and public relations between this 

college office and the community.
 

For application information and more 
details, Go to cuny.jobs, in the box under 

“What”, enter the job ID “17557”, click on “ 
Administrative Manager for Byzantine and 

Modern Greek Studies “ and select the “Apply 
Now” button and follow the instructions.

AA/EOE/IRCA/ADA

Administrative
Manager

 POSITION OPENING

Recently amazon.com 
published and distrib-
utes the 2nd edition 
of English version of a 
book titled LIFE AS A 
GREEK
SOLDIER 1941-1945, 
written by 
JOHN NIKOLOPOULOS, 
a Greek veteran of 
battles of El Alamein, 

Rimini-Italy and the 1944 December Events 
in Athens. Reference to the political situa-
tion after the Varkiza Agreement up to 1950 
events included, (ISBN:978-1545152782), 
as well as the 2nd edition of Greek ver-
sion titled Eλληνας στρατιώτης 1941-
1945, του Ιωάννη Νικολόπουλου, (ISBN 
9781541302297). 220
photographs and 7 maps, of that period, are 
included in the 592 pages of English version 
and in the 605 pages of Greek one. The sale 
price is US $ 15.00, considered low for this 
book, because the author does not expect 
a particular financial profit. He hopes that 
Greeks living abroad, particularly in English 
speaking nations, and especially younger 
generations, who speak but it is difficult to 
read Greek, would be interested in. The con-
tent of this book is by one third (1/3) about 
the battles in which the writer participated 
in and by two thirds (2/3) about the his-
tory of the sociopolitical events in occupied 
Greece, the Middle East as well as those fol-
lowing the Varkiza Agreement up to 1950.
Phone # : +(30) 210 800 1419

1) Conventional photographs 
We accept Color or Black & White photos, 

printed on photographic paper. Photographs should 
be sharp and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, 
either Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings 
of previously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the 

following specifications: 
•  Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 

pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras 
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you 
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a 
minimum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your 
own photos, send the actual photo.)

•  File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller 
files and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality) 

•  Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
•  Image files placed within any word-processing 

file or any other application are not accepted.
•  Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, 

CD-ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be re-
turned)

•  E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject 
line write only the word “photos” 

VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and 
do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they 

will not be usable.
3) Please include information about the 

photo(s); place, time and event as well as the names 
of all persons shown, left to right.

A Blessed Christmas
and 

Happy New Year
from the staff of the 
Orthodox Observer
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In The Now
National Ministries - Dept. of Youth and Young Adults

Every year I look forward to 
holiday foods. At Thanksgiving, it’s 
the stuffing and cranberry sauce. At 
Christmas, it’s the ham. At Pascha, it’s 
the lamb…and well, anything related 
to meat or cheese. And as a South-
erner, we seem to always have deviled 
eggs and sweet tea at every important 
family gathering too.

And you better believe I make sure 
to save room for that food! After all, 
the thin guy always has to get seconds 
and thirds or the host isn’t happy.

But what would happen if we came 
to holiday meals already full? The 
holiday spread would become just…
another meal. Just more of the same.

During the Advent season, as 
we are getting closer to Christmas, 
we are surrounded by Christmas mu-
sic, Christmas lights, Christmas cof-
fee drinks…we get so filled up with 
Christmastime that Christmas itself 
can feel anti-climactic. After weeks 
of worrying over gifts, planning our 
holiday schedule, and running here 
and there, the actual feast of Christmas 
comes and goes before we know it.

We forget to meet Jesus in that 
quiet cave in Bethlehem. We can get so 
filled up on Christmas that we forget to 
leave room for Christ.

Here are three things the Church 
offers to help us to come to the feast 
prepared and to meet Him this Christ-
mas.
1. Fasting

 We know to skip breakfast be-
fore going to Thanksgiving or Christ-
mas dinner, because we want to make 
room for the good stuff. Similarly, the 
Church gives us the practice of fasting 
so that we can make room for Christ 
in our lives; or rather so that we can 
make Him the center of our lives. In-
stead of filling up on all that the world 
has to offer us, we are given periods 
throughout the year to put some limits 
on ourselves to train us to seek Christ. 
As we hunger and thirst for food be-

fore the Liturgy, we are reminded that 
Jesus alone can satisfy us. We come to 
church hungry, and the first thing we 
taste is Christ.

It’s easy to ignore practices like 
fasting as if they were just the tradi-
tion of man, until we remember that 
Jesus fasted (Matthew 4:1-2) and He 
said that His disciples were to fast, too 
(Matthew 9:14-15). The Church has a 
calendar of feasts and fasts, many of 
which can be hard to remember, but 
here’s a simple outline we can follow. 
Before major feasts, we prepare our-
selves by fasting from certain foods 
and activities to prepare ourselves for 
the feast. We also fast throughout the 
year on Wednesdays and Fridays in 
remembrance of Jesus’ betrayal and 
death on the cross.   

But how can we fast this Advent 
period? The Nativity Fast lasts for the 
forty days leading up to Christmas. If 
you haven’t begun, you can begin to-
day. If you don’t fast on Wednesdays 
and Fridays throughout the year, per-
haps you could begin by fasting from 
meat on Wednesdays and Fridays dur-
ing the Nativity Fast. If we are not ac-
customed to fasting, we should begin 
by making some step towards the tra-
dition of the Church. As we live in an 
individualized culture, the temptation 
is to come up with something unique 
for ourselves instead of following the 
tried and true way of the Church. The 
best thing, though, is that you speak to 
your parish priest and ask his advice on 
what might work best for you and your 
family this year.
 2. Confession, scripture, and prayer

Fasting during the Nativity period 
helps us to save room for Christ in our 
lives. Another practice during this pe-
riod is to go to the sacrament of con-
fession. Jesus desires that all of us who 
are “heavy laden” with our life’s con-
cerns and worries will come to Him 
so that He can give us rest in Himself 
(Matthew 11:28). As we confess and 
we lay everything at the feet of Christ, 
we can walk away freer and lightened 
from those things we keep carrying 
along with us.

And as we are lightened through 
fasting and confession, we will have 
room to grow in our relationship with 
Christ. We can commit to saying some 
prayers in the morning and at night be-
fore going to sleep. We can set aside 
five to ten minutes each day to read 
scripture. When was the last time you 
read the whole of one of the gospels? 
It can be especially helpful for us to fo-
cus on one gospel, like the Gospel of 
Matthew or Luke during this period. 
As we read the life and the words of Je-
sus, we can encounter Him anew each 
time. And when we come to Liturgy 
on Christmas, we will be prepared to 
welcome Him.
 3. Serving others

We worry a lot about presents dur-
ing Christmastime. Did we get this per-
son what they’d want? We think we’re 
thinking about people during Christ-
mas, but usually we are just focused on 
the idea that we have to get everyone 
something. Is our focus on serving oth-
ers or just getting them gifts? Are we 
focused on loving our neighbor? Are 
we remembering to love our enemy by 
praying for them?

Our Orthodox history is filled with 
saints who committed their lives to the 
service of the poor, the needy, the sick, 
and the fatherless. St. John Chrysostom 
served the poor in the streets of Antioch 
and preached the rest of his life about 
the importance of direct service. St. Ba-

sil devoted his life to service and his 
sermons continue to inspire us today 
to give back to those who are in need. 
Modern saints like St. Elizabeth the 
New Martyr and St. Maria Skobtsova 
show us that service is something we 
are all called to do today.

We can all find a way to give back 
to others who are in need today. Have 
you considered writing letters to those 
in prison through the Orthodox Chris-
tian Prison Ministry? How might you 
assist the work of IOCC or OCMC? 
How can you serve the Orthodox or-
phanages like those in Mexico or In-
dia? And on a local level, how can you 
work with local food pantries or social 
services help a family in need to have a 
Christmas dinner?

  We might already feel like we’re 
getting swept up in the preparations for 
Christmas. The point for us, whether we 
are starting now, or if we have been pre-
paring all Advent long, is that we com-
mit to growing closer to Christ today. If 
we are emptying ourselves of our pride 
and worldly concerns, our hearts will be 
open to Christ and to the many ways we 
can serve our neighbor.

What is your experience of fasting? 
Have you been to confession recently? 
How could you better serve those in 
need? 

Sam Williams is the Pastoral Assis-
tant at Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

Saving Room for Christ
by Sam Williams

Maybe you’re a parent struggling 
to raise children in the Church. Maybe 
you’re a young adult working to redis-
cover the Orthodox Faith. Maybe you’re 
a priest trying to lead a community into 
a deeper relationship with Christ.

Helping people develop a meaning-
ful relationship with the Lord is hard. 
And developing that kind of authentic 
connection in our own lives isn’t any 
easier.

That’s why we’ve worked so hard 
to refocus the direction of ministry: 
grounding it in Christ and orienting it to-
wards His Kingdom. That’s why we’ve 
worked so hard to follow through on this 
mission by creating resources designed, 
not simply to inform minds, but to shape 
hearts.

Ministry designed to help bring 

people into a deeper relationship with 
the person of Jesus Christ.

Over the past four years, we’ve 
heard from parents like Kelly D., who 
sends our videos to her two teenage sons 
so that they can all discuss them over 
family dinner. And it’s not just her kids 
that benefit: “My husband and I have 
learned right alongside them, what a 
blessing!”

We’ve heard from priests like Fr A, 
who uses episodes of “Live the Word” 
to prepare his sermons and makes sure 
to share them with the entire community 
because they “extend the reach of the 
Liturgy’s Word to draw people in and 
engage.”

We’ve heard from young adults like 
Jasiel R., one of the many people who 
have converted to Orthodoxy over the 

past few years: “‘Be the Bee’ has meant 
so much to me personally, and I thank 
God for your ministry.”

Yet, of all the letters and messages 
we’re ever received, perhaps the hand-
written letter we got from Milena, a 
fourth grader, was the most moving of 
all:

“That ‘Be the Bee’ video about 
happiness and love made me reach my 
goal and made me achieve to pray ev-
ery night because of you. So every night 
when I pray, I also pray for you because 
you taught me how to pray.”

Our commitment to you is simple: 
we’re going to continue developing a 
clear and compelling vision of ministry, 
and we’re going to keep implementing 
that vision in impactful, easy-to-use re-
sources designed to help people develop 

a deep, meaningful relationship with our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Because everyone needs the Light 
of Christ. And it’s our job, as Christians, 
to share it with them.

Your prayers are a necessary part 
of our work. And your generosity helps 
fund the many projects that are making 
such a difference in lives around the 
world.

Thank you for welcoming us into 
your homes and communities. It’s a 
blessing to serve you.

To learn more, visit us online at 
y2am.org, or contact us at y2am@go-
arch.org

Peace,
Steve Christoforou
Director, Y2AM

Our Commitment to You
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Shreveport,
Louisiana

SHREVEPORT, La.-2017 marked 
the 100th anniversary of St. George 
Church in Shreveport.

The first services for the communi-
ty were held in 1917 downtown. As the 
parish grew, services were moved to St. 
Mark’s Episcopal Church; and then to 
a house the community purchased.

The current church was built in 
1935, modeled after the church of St. 
George in New Ephesus in Asia Mi-
nor that had been destroyed during the 
Turko-Grecian struggle of 1917. The 
sanctuary was enlarged and remodeled 
in 2009. New icons by iconographer 
Athanasios Clark were installed on the 
walls, ceiling and iconostasis.

The centennial committee, under 
the leadership of Sophie Theo Duke, 
planned monthly festivities though the 
year that honored the parish’s founding 
families, celebrated its history, and em-
braced a promising future in Christ’s 
presence.

The celebration began in Janu-

ary by remembering parish forefathers 
with a memorial service following Di-
vine Liturgy and prayers at the church’s 
section of Greenwood Cemetery.

The next few months were high-
lighted by a Valentine’s Day celebra-
tion hosted by the Young Couples 
group, Greek Independence Day lun-
cheon presented by the AHEPA and 
Daughters.

St. George hosted the first annual 
“My Big Fat Greek Golf Tournament” 
in June. 

On July 2 members and friends 

were treated to a “Coming to America” 
barbecue.

August was set aside to celebrate 
the beauty of our sanctuary. Fr. Ioannis 
Krokos was featured on a local radio 
talk show to discuss Orthodoxy, ico-
nography and the local parish. Public 
church tours were held on Aug. 12. On 
Aug. 20, parishioners were invited to 
participate in “Find the Hidden Gems 
of St. George”, a “scavenger hunt” 
featuring symbols and images found 
throughout the sanctuary.

Although St. George was original-

ly founded by Greek immigrants from 
Asia Minor, the church is now home to 
cradle Orthodox of various ethnicities 
and a growing number of converts.

The highlight of the year was 
Homecoming Weekend in October 
with Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver 
presiding.

A luncheon was held in Novem-
ber celebrating veterans and the mili-
tary. Kalanda singing will take place at 
Christmastime. On Dec. 31, the year’s 
festivities will conclude with a “Hat’s 
Off” to the future celebration.

Centennials
Cambridge,

Massachusetts
CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – Sts. Con-

stantine & Helen Church marked its 
centennial Oct. 14-15, which included a 
dinner and luncheon.

Archbiishop Demetrios, Metro-
politan Methodios of Boston and other 
clergy celebrated the Divine Liturgy on 
Oct. 15.

Also attending was Greece’s new 

consul general in Boston, Stratos Efthy-
miou, event organizers Pauline Eliopou-
los and Nickolleta Cooper, Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen pastor Fr. Asterios 
Nicholas Gerostergios, parish council 
President Eric Sioras, Vice President 
Vasilios Kritharas, and more than 20 
centennial Celebration Committee 
members.

SYRACUSE, N.Y. - St. Sophia’s 
Church celebrated its centennial Sept. 
16-17 on the feast day of its namesakes: 
St. Sophia and her three daughters: 
Faith, Hope, and Love. 

Committees headed by chairmen 
Chris and Cindy Tzetzis spent three 
years planning the event, which attract-
ed many present and former parishio-
ners and clergy from central New York 
state and across the United States.

At the Sept. 16 luncheon, visitors 
included Metropolitan Nicholas of De-
troit; Deacon Alex Radulescu, Frs. Tom 
Zaferes, Costa Pavlakos, Demetrios Ka-
zakis, and Aristidis Garinis.

Archbishop Demetrios, who ar-
rived after the luncheon, was greeted 
at the airport by a committee of parish-
ioners, including Fr. David Smith, the 
pastor, and Metropolitan Nicholas.

Archbishop Demetrios presid-
ed at the Saturday evening Vespers, 
with Metropolitan Nicholas, Deacons. 
Eleftherios Constantine and Alex Rad-
ulescu, Fr. David Smith, and many oth-
er clergy participating.

After Vespers, panels depicting the 
100-year history of our church were un-
veiled. Many parishioners contributed 
photos and information outlining the 
history and growth of St. Sophia.  A his-
toric video was also produced.

Speakers included Archbishop 

Demetrios, Metropolitan Nicholas, Fr. 
Smith, Chris Tzetzis, Peter Lemoniades 
(parish council president), and Philopto-
chos chapter President Maria Allis.

The Archbishop led the hierarchi-
cal Sunday Divine Liturgy. He was 
honored for the 50th anniversary of his 
episcopacy.

Also attending and serving were 
Metropolitan Nicholas, Deacons 
Eleftherios Constantine and Alex Rad-
ulescu, Frs. Tom Zaferes, Costa Pavla-
kos, Demetrios Kazakis, and Aristidis 
Garinis.  Many altar boys were tonsured 
and elevated to the level of readers.  Fr. 
Smith was elevated to Protopresbyter 
by Metropolitan Nicholas.

A breakfast followed with presenta-
tions by St. Sophia’s youth representing 
the Sunday school, Greek school, St. 
John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival, 
dance groups, and St. Timothy’s Camp.  

The celebration also featured videos 
depicting St. Sophia’s history (narrated 
by M. Ian Harmand, grandson of the 
beloved and late Fr. Michael Harmand) 
and a slideshow depicting all clergy and 
seminarians who were a part of St. So-
phia’s community.

An “in memoriam” video honored 
past parishioners lost over the years 
with a special tribute to Chris Meskos, 
St. Sophia’s young parish president who 
died last year.

Syracuse, New York Perth Amboy, New Jersey

Shreveport church photo

Cambridge church photo

PERTH AMBOY, NJ – St. Deme-
trios Church celebrated its centennial 
Oct. 29 with a luncheon that included 
Metropolitan Evangelos, who opened 
the festivities.

The Rev. Dr. George Parsenios, 
pastor, expressed hope for the future 
with prayerfulness for grace and mer-
cy. 

The founders built their first 
church on the corner of High Street 
and Center Street in 1923 and about 
30 years later, constructed the present 
church.

They left with a strong legacy of 
our Greek Orthodox faith, culture and 
traditions which we hope to have ful-
filled in a way to make them proud.

Their legacy is so very precious 
to us and we plan to keep their dreams 
alive so that at the 200th anniversary, it 
can be said that we did well.

In addition to the Metropolitan, 
guests included his father, Ioannis 
Kourounis, the family of the late priest, 
Fr. John Liadis, including Mrs. Poppy 
Liadis, and the iconographers from 
Thessaloniki, Greece, who installed 
the new iconography, Panagiotis and 
Demetri Chrystodoulou, and others.

Also attending were Philoptochos 
Society representatives, Anastasia Mi-
chals, Metropolis President and Stella 
Wacker, St. Demetrios’ president who, 

each, addressed the group with mes-
sages from the Philoptochos Society. 
The Goyans, a small but close-knit and 
very active group, prepared a message 
that was presented by GOYA Presi-
dent Jadyn Simatos

Metropolitan Evangelos gave the 
keynote address and offered words 
of congratulations and prayers for 
a blessed future for St. Demetrios 
Church Community.  

Helen Catealanos made a very 
special presentation to the first recipi-
ent of the “AGAPE Award” to Peter 
J. Christopoulos for his selfless con-
tributions to our Church over decades
of time through word and deed always
honoring God and our Church.  This
was a well-deserved recognition and
honor for Mr. Christopoulos who is a
loyal, dignified and highly respected
parishioner.

Parish council President Marina 
Corodemus spoke eloquently in rela-
tion to the state of the church, acknowl-
edging special guests, parish council, 
church staff and volunteers for their 
tireless work. She highlighted the sig-
nificant progress that has been made in 
preparation for our future hopes and 
dreams.

Ms. Horan is a parish council 
member and secretary of the 100th An-
niversary Committee

Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan Methodios of Boston and Fr. Asterios Geroster-
gios with young people of Sts. Constantine and Helen parish




