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ARCHBISHOP DEMETRIOS ATTENDS NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AT WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON – Archbishop Demetrios of America, at the invitation of President Donald J. Trump, attended the 66th Annual National Day of Prayer Commemo-
ration, held this year at the Rose Garden of the White House. The Annual National Day of Prayer is the � rst Thursday in May as it was established by an act of 
Congress and continues by Presidential Proclamation. Present were the Vice President Mike Pence, many members of the cabinet and many religious leaders 
from across the country. The President signed an Executive Order Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty, which can be read in its entirety here https://
www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-o�  ce/2017/05/04/presidential-executive-order-promoting-free-speech-and-religious-liberty. At the end of the public ceremony 
Archbishop Demetrios had the opportunity to exchange greetings with President Trump and Vice President Pence. 
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CHICAGO - Archdiocesan Council 
members held their spring meetings 
May 4–5 to assess the latest progress 
of the various National Ministries, 
including administration, finance, 
stewardship, youth and young adults, 
communications, ecumenical, Ionian 
Village, religious education, Center for 
Family Care, Office of Development 
and others.

In his comments, Archbishop 
Demetrios recapped the work of the 
Holy and Great Council held last year in 
Crete and the renewed spirit it infused 
in Orthodox Christianity. He also dis-
cussed the importance of stewardship 
and that it is more than just meeting a 
financial obligation to a parish. “It is 
also an issue of service,” he said, “of 
giving of one’s time and talents.”

His Eminence also reminded Coun-

cil members about the current spiritual 
theme of the Archdiocese, “You are the 
voice of Christ in a changing world” and 
stressed the importance of reaching 
out more to the unchurched of which 
there are an estimated 60 million in this 
country alone.

Archbishop Demetrios also noted 
progress made in the Church since the 
last Council meeting with the appoint-
ment of Fr. Soterios Baroody as chief 
financial officer and Nikki Soteropoulos 
Margarites, director of development. (See 
April issue) Archdiocesan Council Vice 
Chairman George Tsandikos commented 
that the Council is “moving forward with 
findings of the Administration Committee 
(noted below), and that the appointment 
of the two new staff positions will mean 
“moving a long way toward creating fi-
nancial viability for our Church.

Brief summaries of major reports 
are as follows:

Administration
Committee Vice Chairman Con-

stantine Caras discussed the need for 
greater familiarity of the Uniform Parish 
Regulations by parish council mem-
bers to follow standard administrative 
practices.

The committee is addressing issues 
of membership on parish councils in 
avoiding conflicts of interest, includ-
ing more than one family member on 
the council, or members of the parish 
priest’s family.

In a question-and-answer period, 
some speakers noted that, with very 
small parishes, avoiding such situations 
may be difficult.

Mr. Caras also discussed determin-
ing successful parishes as part of the 
strategic plan process.

He said successful parishes share 
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NEW YORK – Metropolitan Phi-
lotheos of Meloa and Exarch of Isavria, 
who served the Archdiocese continuously 
since 1960, even in retirement, died May 
10 after a brief illness.

Upon hearing of his passing, Arch-
bishop Demetrios reflected, “His Emi-
nence Metropolitan of Meloa Philotheos, 
of blessed memory, was an outstanding 
clergy of our Holy Archdiocese. He served 
for many years as a deacon, presbyter and 
bishop offering liturgically model ser-
vices, pastorally amazing sensitivity, and 
canon law knowledge of unusual quality.

“He established a bright example of 
total dedication to God, firm faithfulness 
to the people he worked with, remarkable 
ecclesiastical ethos and passionate pa-
triotism. Even during a time of medically 
strong treatments he did not stop from 
officiating in liturgies, vespers and other 
occasions. He served and moved with 
dignity and grace. His departure leaves 
a vacuum difficult to fill. He left us, but 
now he is a permanent ambassador for 
our Archdiocese in the company of the 
saints and the righteous. May his memory 
be eternal.”

Archbishop Demetrios held a Tri-
sagion service for the departed hierarch 
at the Archdiocesan Chapel of St. Paul, 
with staff and a visiting group of priests 
in attendance.

Metropolitan Philotheos served the 
Church for 67 years, 57 of which  in the 
United States at the Archdiocese.

He was born in Constantinople (Is-
tanbul, Turkey), Sept. 1, 1924, to George 
and Lambrini Karamitsos.

He received his primary education a 
the Holy Trinity and Zografion Schools in 

Metropolitan 
Philotheos of Meloa 

Dies at Age 93
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Editor’s note:  Following the April 9 Palm Sunday 
ISIS attacks on two Coptic Orthodox Churches 
in Egypt that killed 40 people and injured more 
than 100, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
and Archbishop Demetrios issued condolence 
messages to the Coptic Church communities in 
Egypt and the United States. His All Holiness’ and 
the Archbishop’s messages are below. .

Ecumenical Patriarch’s Letter 
to Coptic Orthodox Pope
Your Holiness Tawadros II, pope 

and patriarch of the Coptic Church in 
Egypt, our beloved brother in Christ: 
grace and peace from on high.

It was with a heavy heart that 

Messages  of Condolence to 
Coptic Churches  in Egypt and U.S.

we learned of the terrorist attacks 
targeting your churches and faithful 
flock who, like us, gathered to pray 
and honor this most holy day of the 
ecclesiastical year marking the Lord’s 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

We witnessed in the media with 
great grief the destruction and 
mourning that these barbaric attacks 
have brought to your community, as 
well as to all of Christendom, and we 
hasten to convey our wholehearted 
condolences and the prayers of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. As a martyr-
ic Church, we also stand in solidarity 
with you and your people, who have 
prevailed courageously and faithfully 
for centuries over persecution and 

oppression.
The challenges posed to our pres-

ent day and age by fundamentalism 
are great -- the pain of those mourn-
ing equally so. Yet, we understand 
that our responsibility to the contem-
porary world is to remain resilient in 
times of terror and faithful in times of 
doubt and unnerving circumstances. 
We worship the One who responded 
to the godless and unrepentant spirit 
of humanity, by descending from His 
heavenly abode to embrace us. He, 
for “us and our salvation”, became 
man in order that “men might be like 
God.” It was through His humility, 
forbearance, simplicity, and unceas-
ing and inexhaustible love that He 
not only conquered sin, but also won 
for us the ability to be victorious with 
Him over sin and death.

Our victory through Christ Jesus 
was promised to us, most especially 
when persecuted for righteousness 
and because of His name. At this very 
moment, we remember His words: 
“Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because 
of me. Rejoice and be glad, because 
great is your reward in heaven….” 
(Matthew 5:11-12). May the promise 
of the Kingdom and the gift of grace 
be bestowed upon the victims of this 
tragedy and their families, and may 
our Lord grant peace and refresh-
ment to all those suffering. May their 
memories be eternal and may He 
who accepted to ride upon a colt “as 
though riding upon the cherubim” 
grant us all unending faith, cour-
age, and patience to endure and 
transform this “sinful and perverse 
generation”

Conveying to Your Holiness and the 
entire Coptic Church our sympathies 
once again, we embrace you with a “holy 
kiss” and remain with much love and 
fraternal honor.

At the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Palm Sunday, 2017

Your Holiness’
beloved brother in Christ,

† BARTHOLOMEW
Archbishop of Constantinople-

New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

Archbishop Demetrios’ 
Message to Coptic Churches

NEW YORK – Archbishop Deme-
trios, upon receiving the tragic news of 
the horrific massacre on Palm Sunday, 
in the Coptic churches of St. George 
in Tanta and St. Mark’s Cathedral in 
Alexandria, Egypt, expressed in a letter 
profound and heartfelt condolences to 
the Coptic Church Hierarchs and their 
communities in America and through 
them to Patriarch Tawadros II and the 
Coptic faithful in Egypt.

The Archbishop in his letter further 
states: “We strongly believe that even 
in the dire circumstances of this trag-
edy, the love of God will prevail over 
the forces of darkness and hatred. We 
believe based on the experience of the 
Holy Week of Passion, that even after 
the Crucifixion, God defeated death 
and evil and triumphed through the 
Resurrection.

We stand firm and in solidarity with 
the victims and the families of this hor-
rendous terrorist attack. We fervently 
pray for the repose of the souls of those 
who perished, for the consolation of 
their families and for the protection of 
all the members of the Coptic Christian 
Church in Egypt.

GOA/D. Panagos  photo

Archbishop Demetrios and other religious leaders in New York visited with Bishop David of the Coptic 
Orthodox Diocese of New York and New England on April 9, Holy Friday, to personally express their con-
dolences and prayers for the Palm Sunday ISIS attacks in Egypt. Other religious leaders attending included 
Archbishop Khazag Barsamian (right of His Eminence), the metropolite of the Armenian Church of America 
(Eastern) Diocese; Timothy Cardinal Dolan of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of New York (at right) and 
others from Protestant groups and Jewish clergy. They met at Our Lady of Peace Coptic Church on East 62nd 
Street in Manhattan. Several news media organizations and a police anti-terrorism unit also were present. 
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 by Fr. Evagoras Constantinides

Offikia
Fr. Iakovos Roditis – Office of Archiman-
drite, bestowed by Metropolitan Evange-
los of New Jersey 12/24/16
Fr. Dimitrios Kyritsis - Office of Economos, 
by Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver  04/02/17
Fr. George Zugravu – Office of Protopres-
byter, by Archbishop Demetrios 04/23/17

Retired Clergy
Fr. John Kostas 04/30/17

Receptions
Fr. Anton Frunza April 7 (from the Ro-
manian Episcopate/Orthodox Church 
in America)

CLER GY UPDATE

Ionian Village Director Reports on Recovery Progress

Last year, as Presvytera Maria and I 
packed up after another successful sum-
mer of Ionian Village, I looked around 
the camp and was happy. After five years 
at the helm of this massive and life-
transforming ministry, I finally felt that 
we had reached peaks unseen in years. 
The camp facility was running more effi-
ciently than ever before: we made several 
major upgrades to the campus, we built 
relationships with the local townspeople 
and our neighbors, we modified the daily 
schedule and each of our excursions to 
maximize the experience for our camp-
ers, and we did it all while continuing 
to bring our staff and campers into a 
loving and meaningful relationship with 
Jesus Christ. I was happy. As we pulled 
away from the camp, I wondered when 
I would return, as I didn’t think that the 
camp would need the constant attention 
and renovations that we had been doing 
over the past several winters. We pulled 
away happy, feeling a sense of pride and 
satisfaction.

You all know what happened next. 
Eight days later, I was back in Greece, this 
time looking at destruction all around 
the campus. 

The beautiful facility that had served 
as the home for thousands of staff and 
campers over the past 46 years was 
scarred by the devastation of a tornado. 
The after–effects of the storm resulted 
in the removal of over 700 broken or 
damaged trees, along with numerous 
walkways, windows, doors, and other 
permanent fixtures of the camp. In ad-
dition was the complete destruction of 
the electrical, plumbing, and irrigation 
systems of the camp. In those first days, 
we surveyed what needed to be done 
and I quickly became overwhelmed at the 
scope of work to be completed.

At the same time, I was overwhelmed 
at the response from our family of friends 
and alumni. We launched an online 
donation system, and within 24 hours 
raised over $30,000. In the first week, we 
closed in on over $75,000. Over the next 
months, donations continued to stream 
into our office from all across the Archdio-
cese: from a former camper who signed 

up to donate $5.00 a month, to par-
ishes and local Philoptochos and GOYA 
chapters, to our national organizations, 
AHEPA, National Philoptochos, and the 
Metropolis of San Francisco FDF. Then 
in December, in an unparalleled showing 
of love and support, Leadership 100, in 
a unanimous decision, gifted $250,000 
to the Renew Ionian Village campaign.

With this outpouring of support, 
work began almost immediately after the 
tornado. By the Grace of God, we are on 
schedule to have the camp completely 
ready for Summer 2017. 

This work was met with some pain, 
tribulation and struggle, but the response 
from across the Archdiocese, and indeed 
the world, shows each of us what an im-
portant ministry Ionian Village is in the 

Archdiocese of America.
While the grounds will now be differ-

ent, our team here in New York has been 
working all year long to ensure that even 
in the face of this unexpected difficulty, 
the quality of our program would not be 
affected, but rather will only get better. 
Ionian Village has always been more than 
just a summer camp. It was conceived as a 
“golden bridge” to connect Greek-Amer-
icans to their roots. Our mission now is 
the same as it was in the 1970’s: to enrich 
the lives of campers and staff by bringing 
them into close contact with their Ortho-
dox faith and Hellenic heritage. 

This is something we do not take 
lightly, and we look forward to welcom-
ing a new group of campers and staff to 
Ionian Village this summer.

Ionian Village photo

three characteristics:
• a loving and embracing priest
• encouragement of parishioners 

to be very involved in running the 
ministries of the church

• outreach within the parish such 
as welcoming new members as well as 
outreach outside the parish, including 
feeding the hungry programs, helping 
the homeless and others.

Office of Development
Mrs. Margarites, director, said she 

is launching direct marketing, internet 
donation system, and major gifts pro-
gram initiatives. 

(Related story April issue)
She said her intent is to “connect 

donations with the National Minis-
tries.”

Information Technology
CIO Theo Nicolakis reported 

extensively on the role of the IT De-
partment in preparations for the Holy 
and Great Council, including vastly 

improving the Internet service, installa-
tion of wiring to all buildings used and 
creation of websites.

He also discussed the new Arch-
diocese website, calling it “an amazing 
process.” It includes a news section, 
organizational news, the online Or-
thodox Observer, real time updates, 
polylingual and tablet friendly.

Finance
Presentations under the Finance 

report included George Papadakos, 
director; George Vourvoulias, Archdi-
ocesan Council Finance Committee 
chairman; George Matthews, steward-
ship and outreach chairman; and Effie 
Marie Smith, manager of the Orthodox 
Software Initiative.

Youth and Young Adult Ministries
Director Steven Christoforou dis-

cussed highlights of his department’s 
annual report and summarized the 
work of the Youth and Young Adult 
Department over the last six months.

He noted that a simplified version 
of the Youth Safety Policy consisting 

of multiple parts has been completed. 
(Related story can be found on page 23)

Communications
Committee Vice Chairman Cliff dis-

cussed efforts underway to improve the 
Orthodox Observer, including chang-
ing the type of paper used, text style, 
advertising and printing and mailing 
costs. An effort will be made to attract 
more online subscribers in lieu of re-
ceiving a paper copy.

Also discussed was the GOARCH 
website and communications initia-
tives in two Metropolises, represented 
by Kristen Bruskas, director of devel-
opment and communications for the 
Metropolis of San Francisco and John 
Ackerman, director of media relations 
for the Metropolis of Chicago. 

The each reported on their exten-
sive efforts to present the work of their 
metropolises to the media and other 
projects.

Ecumenical
The Very Rev. Nathanael Symeoni-

des, director of the Ecumenical Office, 

discussed the creation of a fellowship 
program to enhance the work of his of-
fice in working with the United Nations 
(see April issue), and other projects, 
including the publication of the mes-
sages and encyclicals of the Holy and 
Great Council. Another UN project that 
includes Ecumenical Office participa-
tion is the creation of a “Water and 
Sanitation Guide.”

Fr. Nathanael noted that various 
ecumenical groups have invited his 
Office to participate in their activities. 
“It’s a good thing for us to be present 
in these meetings,” he said.

He also spoke of the need to 
coordinate ecumenical efforts with 
the metropolis and local levels of the 
Archdiocese.

Ionian Village
Fr. Evagoras Constantinides gave 

a glowing report on the progress 
made over the past months, follow-
ing the devastating tornado that 
struck in September, in revamping 
the Ionian Village facilities to have 
them ready for the summer camping 
season. (related story page 3). 

He said that all summer sessions 
sold out online shortly after the start 
of registration.

Improvement highlights include 
the planting of numerous trees to 
replace those felled by the storm, 
including 70 olive trees, the planting 
of shrubs and trees mentioned in the 
Bible to enhance campers’ catecheti-
cal knowledge, and the installation 
of an automatic irrigation system.

Fr. Evagoras also reported that, 
following negotiations with the 
travel agency that works with Ionian 
Village, airline ticket costs have been 
lowered. 

Religious Education
Fr, Anton Vrame, director of the 

Department of Religious Education, 
reported on his department’s increas-
ing role in publishing books. 

He said the DRE has acquired the 
titles of the Light and Life Publishing 
Co., founded by Fr. Anthony Coniaris 
in Minneapolis, and may also become 
more involved in multi-media prod-
ucts.

Committee Vice Chairman Gerry 
Clonaris discussed an initiative in Char-
lotte, N.C., Festival of Faith, aimed at 
enhancing religious education among 
adults. 

“It shows that, when marketed 
properly, we can get people to attend 
programs in religious education.”

Center for Family Care
Fr. Constantine Sitaras, director 

of the Office of Marriage and Family, 
introduced the recently named director 
for the Center for Family Care, part of 
the OMF, Fr. Alexander-Goussetis, who 
reported on workshops and webinars 
to bring the work of the Center to in-
dividuals and parishes and on the use 
of print media. 

The Center provides support and 
resources to strengthen families and 
marriages in the Church.

Conclusion
The meetings ended with brief 

presentations by Archons National Com-
mander Dr. Anthony Limberakis (related 
stories pages 6, 10), St. Photios National 
Shrine Director Polly Maouris Hillier and 
Greek Education Department Director 
Dr. Ioannis Efthymiopoulos, who spoke 
about the department’s latest book.

Newly appointed Archdiocesan 
Council Treasurer Michael Psaros also 
spoke briefly on efforts to improve the 
operation of the Archdiocese.

Archdiocesan Council Holds Spring Meetings in Chicago
uu  from page 1
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Center for Family Care  photo
ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. – St. Photios 

National Shrine trustees held meetings 
and their Feast Day banquet Feb. 4-5 
weekend

Bishop Gregory of Nyssa officiated 
at ecclesiastical services on Sunday, 
Feb. 5 in the St. Photios chapel with Fr. 
Martin Ritsi, Deacons Photios Dickos 
and Athanasios Kartsonis and acolytes 
Nicholas Kelley and Michael Lekos as-
sisting.

Demetrios Constantine, HCHC am-

St. Photios National Shrine Feast Day Services and Banquet
 by Polly Hillier bassadors, and Philip Yamalis chanted 

the matins, Divine Liturgy and found-
ers’ memorial.

Festivities continued at the Casa 
Monica hotel where emcee Archon 
Nicholas J. Furris recognized Archon 
and Mrs. Manuel Tissura for their de-
cades of commitment in chairing the 
weekend events. 

Evan Mekras Scurtis, representing 
National Ladies Philoptochos Society 
President Maria Logus, presented a 
$1,000 check to the Shrine for the 35th

anniversary of its dedication.

HCHC Ambassador Demetrios 
Constantine gave a presentation about 
the school to Shrine trustees.

Connie Pilallis, past grand presi-
dent of the Daughters of Penelope, 
spoke of the deep connection the 
members have with “Our Pilgrim Rock,” 
St. Photios Greek Orthodox National 
Shrine. Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos, 
assisted by Dr. Tissura, presented the 
St. Photios Medal to Archons Harry 
Kastrinsios, Christo Daphnides and 
Ted P. Pappas.

Both had made significant contri-

butions in promoting and enhancing 
St. Photios Shrine in 2016. His Grace 
awarded certificates signed by Arch-
bishop Demetrios to AHEPA Speedway 
Chapter 410 (St. Photios Service Award) 
and to Nicholas Aliferakis (Volunteer of 
the Year). He then called essay partici-
pants and Wall of Tribute subscribers 
forward to receive signed certificates 
of participation.

Bishop Gregory, head of the Amer-
ican Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 
Church gave the keynote speech at 
the event.

Photo credits: Detroit: Deacon Alex Radulescu, Pittsburgh: 
Dustin Updyke, Boston: Alex Mavradis, Denver Metropolis, 
Metropolis of San Francisco, Metropolis of Atlanta, St. Nicholas 
Church, Babylon, NY, New Jersey Metropolis.

Celebrating
Holy Week 

2017

Hierarchs of the Archdio-
cese o�  ciated at the vari-
ous services during Holy 
Week, including those 
shown here. Clockwise 
from top right: Metropoli-
tan Iakovos of Chicago, 
Metropolitan Methodios 
of Boston, Metropolitan 
Isaiah of Denver, Metro-
politan Evangelos of New 
Jersey, Bishop Andonios 
of Phasiane, Metropolitan 
Gerasimos of San Fran-
cisco, Bishop Sevastianos 
of Zela, Bishop Apostolos 
of Medeia, Metropoli-
tan Nicholas of Detroit 
(bottom left), Metropoli-
tan Savas of Pittsburgh, 
Metropolitan Alexios of 
Atlanta and Archbishop 
Demetrios.
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by Nikki Soteropoulos Margarites

Will you belong to Saint Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox National Shrine at the 
World Trade Center?

When Greeks are introduced to 
other people of Greek descent two 
questions are asked: “What part of 
Greece are you from? What Church do 
you go to?”  People very proudly answer 
these questions.  I am from, my spouse 
is from, or my family is from… and I 
belong to St. Demetrios or St. George… 
It is not that we are nosy, it is that we 
want to find a connection to each other 
either through our past or present.  We 
look to seek if we have mutual friends 
or acquaintances.

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine at the 
World Trade Center will function as 
a parish of the Archdiocese, however, 
it will also be a National Shrine.  Saint 
Nicholas will be a sacred place where 
we have the opportunity to find a con-
nection with our Orthodox Christian 

Faith, our Hellenic culture and history, 
and where we can memorialize those 
who lost their lives on 9/11.

Millions of visitors to the Sept. 11. 
Memorial and Museum will also visit 
Saint Nicholas.  For many of these visi-
tors, it will be the first time they will 
enter a Greek Orthodox Church.  This 
presents an opportunity to share our 
Orthodox Christian Faith and Hellenic 
heritage with these guests.  In addition 
to tours of St. Nicholas, interactive ki-
osks will be used as tools for education 
and donor recognition.

Interactive kiosks, located on the 
second floor, will allow visitors to ex-
plore and learn about Orthodoxy, the 
Greek diaspora, the story of the Shrine, 
Sept. 11 and the donors who made 
this church possible. There will be an 
online experience within each kiosk. 
Additional global navigation element 
will enable browsing from one section 
to another. A mobile experience with 
Augmented Reality technology that 
enables exciting onsite discovery of 

iconography, architecture and the story 
of the church is also planned.

Visitors will have the opportunity 
to learn how the Greek Orthodox Com-
munity throughout America came to-
gether to support our National Shrine 
when they visit the donor interactive 
kiosk on the second floor. All individu-
als, parishes, Philoptochos chapters, 
organizations, foundations, and cor-
porations who answered the call to 
rebuild Saint Nicholas after the terrorist 
attack of 9/11 with a donation will be 
honored electronically.

Gifts of $5 million and more will 
each have an electronic presence with 
a video story, pictures, and a donor 
story. Contributions of $1 million to 
$4 million will be recognized with a 
slide show, pictures, and a donor story. 
Gifts of $100,000 to under $1 million 
will be recognized with pictures and a 
donor story. 

Donations of under $100,000 will 
be honored electronically based on 
their level of giving. In addition to elec-

tronic donor recognition, a beautiful 
permanent donor wall is planned for 
contributions of $100,000 and above.

Donations to rebuild Saint Nicho-
las Greek Orthodox Church and Na-
tional Shrine will forever connect you 
to the Shrine. 

Your name and gift will live within 
the Shrine in perpetuity.  When you 
meet fellow Orthodox Christians and 
they ask you what church you belong 
to, you will be able to tell them you be-
long to Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine. You just 
might find you are connected to them.

To learn how you can belong to 
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine and make a dona-
tion, contact Fr. Alexander Karloutsos, 
Protopresbyter of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, at 212-774-0400 or con-
tact Nikki Soteropoulos Margarites, 
director of Development for the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese at 212-774-0276 
or visit rebuildstnicholas@goarch.org 
online.

How to Become Part of Saint Nicholas Church and National Shrine Effort

Archdiocese webcam photos

T o  d o n a t e 
to the St. Nicholas National Shrine, make checks payable to: 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e
M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s : 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  A m e r i c a , 
8  E a s t  7 9 t h S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  1 0 0 7 5 

 www.s tn i cho laswtc .org

StNicholasWTC.org

THE
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ARCHONS

SOUTHHAMPTON, N.Y. – Members 
of the Order of St. Andrew, Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate from throughout 
the country attended the 14th annual 
National Archon Retreat at Kimisis tis 
Theotokou Church March 31-April 1.

This year’s theme was “Three Things 
are Needed: Prayer, Virtue and Humility,” 
presented by retreat master HCHC Presi-
dent Fr. Chris Metropulos.

The retreat also featured Robert 
Spencer, director of Jihad Watch, who 
presented a lecture on the nature and 
roots of Islamic extremism and terrorism.

Retreat hosts were Fr. Alexander 
Karloutsos, Kimisis Church presiding 
priest and Archons spiritual advisor, and 
Fr. Constantine Lazarakis, assistant priest. 
Archons Peter Skeadas and Michael Psa-
ros served as co–chairmen.

Following the Friday evening Akathist 
service in the parish hall, Fr. Metropulos 
presented the first session on “How am I 
Supposed to Pray.”

“Most of us pray with our fists closed 
and clenched,” Fr. Metropulos said, “like 
we are in a boxing position…humans 
feel they always have to control what’s 
happening, not trusting God, but only 
in their own strengths. When we pray 

National Archons Retreat Participants at Kimisis tis Theotokou Church in Southhampton.

National Archon Lenten Retreat Highlights Prayer and Action
 by Constantine S. Sirigos

 by John Metaxas

with open hands,” he continued, “we 
allow ourselves to relax and turn to the 
will of God rather than our own, opening 
ourselves to God’s love and direction.”

He continued, “We live in a troubled, 
big, fast-moving world…if a student uses 
a prayer rope five minutes a day, an ex-
ecutive should use it a half hour a day to 
keep himself grounded.

“It is about creating an inner space of 
quiet and peace… and it is important to 
find a place where there is silence…with 
no distractions…man was not ‘wired’ for 
be connected to everyone 24/7,” he said.

Fr. Metropulos offered a simple daily 
formula: five minutes to read a scripture 
passages, five of quiet time, five for spe-
cific prayer on certain issues - and trusting 
that God hears our prayers.

Fr. Metropulos also spoke about 
“Why Do We Find It So Hard to Live a Life 
of Humility and Virtue.”

He noted that “virtue matters…the 
way you treat people matters.” When he 
is asked “can I really do good in the world 
for others...” he says “Yes, because God 
will help us” and reminds that “we can 
also observe the good done by others and 
emulate them.”

He then asked, “if we have the virtues 
by nature, why do we find it so hard to 
live a life of virtue?”

The question’s difficulty is partly 
rooted in the complexities of the human 
soul, and partly in man’s being under 
constant attack.

“If you think for one minute the devil 
doesn’t exist, I have a good psychologist 
you can go to. He does exist, and he is 
powerful – but not as powerful as the 
Lord.”

Fr. Metropulos illustrated the topic 
with an intriguing tour of ethics and 
spirituality, expounding on the negative 
passions and the virtues, and reassured 
that “in a mature, well-balanced human 
life, our intellect can discern, receive 
and obey the will of God…to guide us 
to bring order the two parts,” of the soul, 
the rational elements and the impulses. 

He said that the goal, after par-
ticipating in the Divine Liturgy and after 
receiving the light of the Resurrection on 
Pascha, “is to change ourselves. And it can 
be a glorious experience – if we allow it.”

He tells seminarians “it’s not up to 
you to go out and tell everybody what’s 
wrong with their lives – they already 
know that.”

Parishioners want to know “how do 
I fix it, Father?”

The priests’ job “is to put our hands 
out and lift them up to Christ,” and to 
show that for a Christian to practice virtue 

and overcome passion “the bottom line is 
that you have to rely on God and his help 
instead of our own strengths”– and to be 
protected from his attacker – the devil.

Humility is one of the keys.
“Real humility is not about making 

myself feel guilty…about how awful I 
think I am. It means recognizing that all 
my talents and virtues are gifts from God. 
Humility is about how I relate to others, 
and honoring the divine in others,” he 
said, which helps people accept service 
from others. “Don’t be embarrassed to 
say you have a need…to seek help from 
friends, family, others.”

Fr. Metropulos concluded the retreat 
with a talk about “Where Will the Next 
Generation of Leaders Come From and 
What Must They Possess Overall.”

He stressed that as the school of 
theology goes, so goes the Church,” but 
he did not focus only on the students 
and faculty after acknowledging “We can 
do better.”

Fr. Metropulos also spoke about 
HCHC’s 250 endowed scholarships and 
its building program.

He also highlighted special programs 
and initiatives, fundraising efforts, the Lily 
and Templeton foundations grants and a 
$250,000 grant from George Marcus for 
online education.

Emilia Kamvisi, an 86-year-old 
grandmother, and Efstratios Valiamos, 
a fisherman, both from Mytilene on the 
Greek island of Lesbos, will receive this 
year’s Athenagoras Human Rights Award 
presented by the Order of St. Andrew, 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
at the organization’s annual banquet 
Saturday, Oct. 21.

The evening’s keynote address will 
be offered from a “son of Mytilene,” 
White House Chief of Staff Archon 
Reince Priebus, whose mother’s family 
hailed from the Greek port city.

The women and men of Lesbos, 
along with their compatriots on other 
islands in Greece, have been selfless 
in taking on the role of rescuers and 
receivers for the flood of refugees who 
have arrived on their shores after escap-

Grandmother, Fisherman from Lesbos to Receive Athenagoras Human Rights Award
ing conflicts in the Middle East. Kamvisi 
and Valiamos were chosen for the award 
because of their own efforts and to rep-
resent all volunteers who have helped 
refugees in this time of crisis.

Kamvisi had been among three peo-
ple nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize 
after a photograph was taken as she and 
two friends, ages 89 and 85, bottle-fed a 
Syrian baby who had survived the dan-
gerous boat journey from Turkey. The 
photograph went viral on the internet. 
Valiamos was also nominated for the 
Nobel prize for his role using his fishing 
boat in saving dozens of refugees from 
drowning.

“The world has looked on at the 
courage and compassion of these rescu-
ers who have risked their own lives and 
livelihoods trying to save children, wom-
en and men from overloaded smuggling 
boats in the frigid waters of the Aegean 

sea, and aiding and comforting those 
refugees fortunate enough to wash 
ashore,” said Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, 
National Commander of the Archons, in 
announcing the award decision.

Both recipients remain humble de-
spite the praise they have received for 
their courage and dignity. “People say  
‘You’re a hero,’ but this isn’t heroism, 
it’s the normal thing to do,” Valiamos 
has been quoted as saying. “When 
you’re fishing and a boat is sinking next 
to you and they’re screaming for help, 
you can’t pretend to not hear them.”

“What did I do? I didn’t do any-
thing,” Kamvisi was quoted as saying 
after she was nominated for the Nobel 
Peace Prize.

The award will be presented by 
Archbishop Demetrios and National 
Commander Limberakis.

Past recipients of the Award have 

included Presidents Jimmy Carter and 
George H.W. Bush, Mother Teresa, Elie 
Wiesel, Mikhail Gorbachev, Admiral 
James Stavridis, Vice President Joe Biden 
and last year’s recipient, New York Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo.

The Award is named in memory of 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, who 
served in that capacity from 1948 until 
his death in 1972. Prior to his selection 
as Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras 
served as Archbishop of North and 
South America.

Established in 1986, the Athenago-
ras Human Rights Award is presented 
annually at the Order of Saint Andrew’s 
grand banquet to a person or organiza-
tion that has consistently exemplified 
by action, purpose and dedication con-
cern for the basic rights and religious 
freedom of all people Visit archons.org/
AthenagorasAward

John Mindala photo
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 by Despina Denne

Stewards of Assumption of the Blessed Mary Philoptochos in Long Beach host their Pop-up Kafe.

Philoptochos Stewards Reach Out to Aid Greece, Cyprus
This year, the Aid to Greece and 

Cyprus Committee has launched its 
Heart-to-Heart Campaign to bring re-
newed awareness and commitment to 
the plight of our brethren overseas.

Philoptochos stewards are urged 
to embrace the concept of the “Pop-up 
Kafe” as a simple way to raise much-
needed funds. This is the way it works: 
One or more individuals host a coffee 
event in someone’s home, a church 
facility, coffee shop, or other suitable 
venue. The host invites a small group of 
guests, each of whom makes a modest 
donation. The attendees enjoy a cup 
of coffee and other refreshment in an 
atmosphere of camaraderie, awareness 
and purpose. By design, the Pop-up 
Kafe is uncomplicated, fun, easy to 
organize, and requires little time. Best 
of all, it will provide a steady source of 
income as similar events “pop up” all 
over the country. In a heartwarming 
response to this renewed commitment 
to aid our Greek and Cypriot brethren, 
Philoptochos stewards across the nation 
are stepping up to heed the call.

Metropolis of Pittsburgh 
Rises to the Challenge

A stellar example is the “Heart–
to–Heart Pop-Up Kafe Ellada” held on 
Greek Independence Day by Holy Cross 
Philoptochos members in Pittsburgh. 
The event was hosted by Demetria Dan-
ielides Abde and promoted to the Holy 
Cross parish. The venue was Mount Leb-
anon Starbucks, which shared the cost 
of the coffee, and guests were treated to 
homemade karithopita. The event was 
publicized via Facebook, an E-vite sent 
via e-mail, and an announcement placed 
in the parish bulletin. By all accounts, 
this easy fundraiser was well attended, 
enjoyed by all, and most importantly, 
successfully served its noble purpose.

Metropolis of San Francisco 
Embraces Heart–to–Heart Campaign

On the West Coast, the Philop-
tochos chapter of Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Long 
Beach, Calif. hosted a Pop-up Kafe on 
March 22. Held in the church hall, ap-
proximately 25 guests were treated to 
coffee as well as homemade and store-
bought treats.  

No monetary donation amount was 
suggested, but the chapter reported that 
the attendees gave generously. Again, 
the event was simple, fun and reward-
ing, with friends enjoying each other’s 
company while supporting our friends 
in Greece and Cyprus.

Similar events are popping up in 
metropolises from coast to coast with 
equally positive results. Whether hosted 
by an individual or an entire chapter, 
the success of the Pop-up Kafes dem-
onstrates the enormous heart of Philop-
tochos and our steadfast dedication to 
serve the needs of others.

The intense and ongoing economic 
crisis in Greece and Cyprus has mani-
fested itself not only in the lack of basic 
tangible needs, but also in the adverse 
impact to the spiritual and emotional 
well–being of the people. While hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars have 
already been donated, there remains 
much work to be done.

In the Heart-to-Heart Campaign, 
President Maria Logus and Chairman 
Aphrodite Skeadas are calling upon 
stewards across the nation to renew 
their commitment to act on behalf the 
people of Greece and Cyprus. 

Chapters and individuals are urged 
to host a Pop-up Kafe or sponsor any 
other simple fundraiser. We are all 
reminded of our vital commitment to 
help our Greek and Cypriot brothers 
and sisters with love, compassion and 
generosity.

To learn more about the Heart-to-
Heart Campaign go to: www.philopto-
chos.org/outreach/aid-to-greece-and-
cyprus

Donations may be sent to National 
Philoptochos, 126 East 37th Street, New 

York, New York 10016, or made online 
at: http://bit.ly/1MpMsF3

CMF and Matthew’s Hearts of Hope – An Inspirational Partnership
“I thank the wonderful women of 

Philoptochos and the Children’s Medi-
cal Fund for their generosity in granting 
$25,000 to Matthew’s Hearts of Hope 
in 2015. We have been able to help 
so many children in the northeast and 
are expanding our reach to help other 
children born with congenital heart 
defects,” states Marie Hatcher, R.N. Mrs. 
Hatcher, together with her son Matthew 
(now 8½), founded Matthew’s Hearts 
of Hope in 2010 after Matthew’s friend 
Faith died from complications of a con-
genital heart defect. Faith and Matthew 
met during their hospital stays while 
undergoing treatment.

Mrs. Hatcher first learned about 
the grant opportunities offered by the 
National Philoptochos Children’s Medi-
cal Fund from a friend and Philoptochos 
member in Connecticut. 

She completed the application, re-
questing funding to sponsor 3D Imagery 
prior to surgery to repair congenital 
heart defects. 3D Heart Imagery before 
surgery helps the doctors and surgical 
team map out the delicate operation.

The Children’s Medical Fund grant 
was awarded to Matthew’s Hearts of 
Hope to underwrite the cost of the 3D 
Imagery program at Boston Children’s 
Hospital. 3D Imagery has changed the 
way that doctors perform surgeries. It 
has resulted in less time under anesthe-
sia for the patient, less risk for infection 
and a quicker recovery time, which leads 
to a shortened hospital stay and better 
prognosis. 

An additional benefit has been an 
increasing interest by insurance compa-
nies in covering the cost of 3D Imagery.

Mrs. Hatcher and Matthew, have 

been inspired by the positive results of 
this program. 

“There is no doubt in my mind 
that Matthew’s Hearts of Hope would 
not have the relationship with Boston 
Children’s Hospital that it now has if 
it had not been for the grant from the 
Children’s Medical Fund. 

The assistance from the Philopto-
chos stewards is sincere, their work is 
being guided by God. We are thankful 
to these ladies of amazing faith for their 
confidence in our non-profit organiza-
tion. Their gift has changed countless 
lives and will continue to make a differ-
ence in the lives of children and their 
families as we work to expand this pro-
gram on the East Coast. We look forward 
to working together again.” 

Lucas Levi was born with Double 

Outlet Right Ventricle, a rare congenital 
heart defect. When he receives his next 
surgery to correct the defect, he will 
benefit from the 3D Imagery program. 

This program would not have been 
possible without the support of count-
less faithful Philoptochos stewards and 
sponsors across the United States who 
have supported the Children’s Medi-
cal Fund with donations and their at-
tendance at the luncheon. Donations 
may be placed online at: http://bit.
ly/1MpMsF3.

The biennial National Philoptochos 
Children’s Medical Fund Luncheon has 
raised and disbursed approximately 
$3.3 million dollars since its inception 
in 1989 for children’s hospitals and 
research programs, as well as special 
programs that serve the needs of ill and 
fragile children, along with their families 
throughout the United States and in 
other parts of the world. 

This year’s luncheon will take place 
on Nov. 11 at The Venetian in Garfield, 
N.J. Washington journalist Laura Evans 
will be the emcee. For more information 
on the program and grant applications 
visit www.philoptochos.org/outreach/
cmfsection

Assumption Philoptochos photos
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NEW YORK – The 2017 FAITH 
Scholarship for Academic Excellence 
application period has opened. “FAITH: 
An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hel-
lenism” sponsors a series of merit-based 
scholarships for high school seniors 
entering college in the fall through this 
prestigious scholarship series. In the 
past, awards have ranged from $1,000 
to $20,000.

The application, along with ap-
plicant criteria and instructions, can be 
downloaded from the FAITH website at: 
thefaithendowment.org/scholarships. All 
applications must be submitted by June 
30, 2017. Scholarship winners will be 
announced in August. Applicants are en-
couraged to follow www.facebook.com/
faithendowment for timeline updates.

In addition, applicants majoring in 
STEM fields (science, technology, engi-
neering and math) are eligible to receive 
support for all four years of their un-
dergraduate studies through the FAITH 
Scholarship for Excellence in STEM.

To renew the award, students must 
major in a STEM field, maintain a 3.6 
minimum GPA and continue to actively 
participate in organizations related to the 
Greek and Hellenic Orthodox community 
throughout their college career.

“The Founders of FAITH are proud to 
support this important initiative to inspire 
the best and brightest young people to 
become future leaders within our com-
munity and their professional fields,” said 
Dr. P. Roy Vagelos, a FAITH founder and 
Scholarship Review Committee chairman.

Since 2004, FAITH has funded over 
235 merit-based scholarships to some 
of the brightest young members in the 
Greek and Hellenic American community 
who rank within the top of their class. 
FAITH Scholars represent all Metropo-
lises across the nation and enroll in uni-
versities ranging from UCLA to Columbia 
University to pursue a diverse set of career 
paths including neuroscience, education, 
government and aerospace engineering. 
These exceptional young people have 
played, and continue to play, an integral 
role inside and outside the classroom as 
leaders in their churches, communities 
and schools and garner high recommen-
dation and praise from their mentors and 
teachers for displaying the scholarly intel-
lect lauded by their Hellenic ancestors 
and a strong spirit of community service 
and good citizenship in line with their 
Greek Orthodox Christian values.

Past and present FAITH Scholarships for Academic Excellence recipients were honored at a recent 
luncheon in New York, where they shared their career and academic goals with fellow scholars.

2017 FAITH Scholarship Applications Available
Demetri Maxim, a two-time first-

place winner at the Intel Science and 
Engineering Fair, was awarded one of the 
FAITH Scholarships for Academic Excel-
lence in STEM in 2016 and said, “Being 
able to attend Stanford is something that 
wouldn’t be possible without FAITH. I 
greatly appreciate FAITH’s generosity in 
making this possible.” Maxim is majoring 
in biology at Stanford University.

 “I know the core mission of the 
FAITH Endowment is to promote an 
understanding of the Greek Orthodox 
faith and Hellenism. I am honored to be 
seen as a promising young leader in my 
community and will strive to continue to 
fulfill my responsibility in this endeavor 
as I enter my college years and after,” 
said Eleni Kohalikis, a 2016 recipient of 
the FAITH Scholarship and student at 
Cornell University.

FAITH: An Endowment for Ortho-
doxy and Hellenism is an independent 
501(c)(3) organization that was founded 
in 2004, following a call by Archbishop 
Demetrios who citied a need for an 
endowment to fund the ministries of 
the Church to promote Orthodoxy and 
Hellenism. Through this endowment, 
among others, scholarship programs, 
celebrate excellence in education for 
the future generations of the commu-
nity while promoting Hellenism and 
supporting the Greek Orthodox faith. 
For more information, please visit www.
thefaithendowment.org.

Spiritual Messages
Everlasting Life

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who 
believes in Me has everlasting life. 
                                       John 6:47

For the wages of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
                                  Romans 6:23

And this is the promise 
that He has promised us

– eternal life. 
                                    1 John 2:25                     

Photo courtesy of  FAITH
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ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops of the USA has released the first 
national study on evangelization and out-
reach in Orthodox parishes in the United 
States.

The report “Go and Make Disciples: 
Evangelization and Outreach in US Ortho-
dox Parishes” explores the practices and 
strategies developed by some Orthodox 
parishes that can be viewed as exemplary 
in their missionary and outreach efforts.

Examples of what the readers will find 
in the report include:

The secrets of being a parish that at-
tracts and welcomes new members;

Eight good practices of welcoming 
first-time visitors and inquirers about the 
Faith;

How do exemplary parishes achieve a 
high degree of involvement of their mem-
bers in parish life;

Four distinct features of religious 
education in exemplary parishes;

Six lessons that Church leadership can 
learn from the exemplary parishes.

Parishes of seven Orthodox juris-
dictions participated in this study. The 
report was prepared by Alexei Krindatch, 
the Assembly’s Research coordinator in 
cooperation with Fr. Eric Tosi (OCA), Fr. 
John Parker (OCA) and Adam Roberts 
(Antiochian Archdiocese). The study was 
initiated and sponsored by the Committee 
for Agencies and Endorsed Organizations 
(Bishop Gregory of Nyssa, chairman).

Below is the introductory text of the 
Executive Summary of the Study

An urgent need exists in Orthodox 
parishes in the United States for a much 
stronger emphasis on evangelization and 
outreach. The national studies conducted 
in 2015-16 indicated that without pay-
ing serious attention to evangelization 
and missionary outreach, the Orthodox 
Church in the United States is likely to 
stagnate, lose its vibrancy and vitality, and 
decline in members.

The Go and Make Disciples: Evan-
gelization and Outreach in US Orthodox 
Parishes is the first ever national study 
on evangelization and outreach practices 
in US Orthodox Christian Churches. It 
examined the strategies and practices 
developed by some Orthodox parishes 
that can be viewed as exemplary in their 
evangelization and outreach efforts. The 
study summarizes the experiences of these 
exemplary parishes, so that they can be 
adopted by other normal parish communi-
ties. The selection of both exemplary and 
normal parishes for the study was done 
by seven jurisdictions participating in this 
study. The examples of what is discussed 
in the study report include:
• How do exemplary parishes achieve a 
high degree of involvement of their mem-
bers in the life of a parish;
• Four distinct features of religious educa-
tion in the exemplary parishes;
• Secrets of being a parish that attracts and 
welcomes new members;
• Eight good practices of welcoming first-
time visitors and inquirers about the Faith;
• Six lessons that Church leadership 
(bishops) can learn from the exemplary 
parishes.

The study found that few clergy in 
both exemplary and normal parishes place 

Assembly Produces Report 
on Evangelization and Outreach in Parishes

a strong emphasis on an active search for 
and bringing in new members. Instead, a 
majority of clergy define evangelism in the 
Orthodox Church as passive (i.e. Come 
and see) evangelism.

In short, most Orthodox clergy both 
in normal and exemplary parishes believe 
that the people will be drawn into the Or-
thodox Church merely by discovering the 
power and truth of the Church’s teachings 
and practices and the beauty of Orthodox 
Liturgy. This finding suggests that when 
it comes to the question of evangelism 
Orthodox priests rely heavily on their 
perceived natural attractiveness of the Or-
thodox Church for many religious seekers.

However, while most priests adhere 
to similar definitions and general ap-
proaches to evangelization, the clergy 
in exemplary and normal parishes differ 
significantly in how they practice these 
approaches and embody them in reality. 
That is, all clergy believe in the power of 
witnessing the Orthodox Faith through the 
genuine Christian lives of the individuals 
and their entire parish communities, but 
exemplary parishes provide a much bet-
ter example of such life than the normal 
parishes.

Similarly, all clergy believe that the 
richness of Orthodox liturgical life lived 
out in a parish can attract new disciples to 
the Orthodox Church, but the exemplary 
parishes offer more inclusive, engaging 
and meaningful experience of the Ortho-
dox worship than the normal parishes.

Go and Make Disciples: Evangeliza-
tion and Outreach in US Orthodox Parish-
es describes in detail the distinct features 
of the exemplary parishes that make them 
stronger magnets for new members and 
inquirers about the Orthodox Faith than 
the “normal” parishes.

This study thus far was based exclu-
sively on experiences, information, and 
perceptions on the part of the parish cler-
gy. While the priests approaches towards 
Orthodox evangelization and outreach are 
very important since they help shape their 
parish communities, the voices of the laity 
both parish leaders and ordinary people in 
the pews must be carefully heard as well.

Accordingly, the next stage of study 
on Orthodox evangelism and outreach 
in the United States will approach our lay 
church members: old and young, cradle 
Orthodox and converts to Orthodoxy, 
those who are very involved in their par-
ishes and those who participate once in 
a while.

Go and Make Disciples: Evangeliza-
tion and Outreach in US Orthodox Parish-
es has 17 chapters as outlined in the table 
of contents at the end of the executive 
summary. Of a particular interest for the 
Church leadership could be the chapter 
on “Six ‘Lessons that Church Leadership 
Could Learn.”

To view additional reports, visit the 
Research and Statistics section of the As-
sembly website. To learn more about the 
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
of the USA, visit www.assemblyofbishops.
org.

Download the report in various 
formats at the assembly website: www.
assemblyofbishops.org.
• Executive Summary (pdf) 
• Full Report (pdf)

Contact: Alexei Krindatch (akrin-
datch@aol.com)

 by Alexei Krindatch

Spiritual Messages
The Christ

Also we have come to believe and know 
that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”                                                 
                                                                     John 6:69

She said to Him, Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, 
the Son of Goe, who has come into the world.                                   

                                                                            Romans 11:27                  
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ArchonsMetropolis News

 by John Mindala

The Order of St. Andrew the Apostle 
will present this year’s Nicholas J. Bou-
ras Award for Extraordinary Archon 
Stewardship to Archon John A. Catsima-
tidis, chairman of the Order’s Religious 
Freedom Initiative and a member of the 
Order’s governing body, the National 
Council, for many years. A special tribute 
dinner dance will be held at the New 
York Hilton hotel, Friday evening, Oct. 
20, as part of the Order’s annual three-
day assembly, Oct. 20-22.

Archon George Safiol, Award Com-
mittee chairman, said, “Archon Catsima-
tidis has exemplified tremendous stew-
ardship of time, talent and resources 
in support of the Mother Church of 
Constantinople, the Orthodox Christian 
Church throughout the United States, 
and to the mission of the Order of St. 
Andrew in which all Christians should 
be granted religious freedom rights. 
Our committee deemed it appropriate 
to recognize his efforts and name him as 
the recipient of this prestigious Award 
in recognition of the extraordinary ser-
vice exemplified by National Vice Com-
mander Bouras of blessed memory.”

Archon John A. Catsimatidis
Archon Catsimatidis was born on 

the Greek Island of Nisyros in 1948 and, 
six months later, his parents emigrated 
to New York.

They settled on 135th Street in 
Harlem and his father found work as 
a busboy and his mother was a stay-at-
home mom.

He was educated in both parochial 
and public schools, earning his high 
school diploma from Brooklyn Tech.

Catsimatidis enrolled in New York 
University to study electrical engineer-
ing; going to school during the day and 
working in a small grocery store on 
nights and weekends to help his parents 
pay the bills. During his senior year, with 
just 8 credits remaining, Catsimatidis 
dropped out of NYU to work in the 
grocery business full-time.

By his 25th birthday he was already a 
success with 10 Red Apple Supermarkets 
scattered along Broadway on Manhat-

Archons to Present Nicholas J. Bouras 
Award to John A. Catsimatidis

tan’s Upper Westside.
Now, four decades later the Red 

Apple Group has evolved into a diversi-
fied corporation that has holdings in the 
energy, aviation, retail and real estate 
sectors and more than 8,000 employees, 
with about 2,000 located in New York 
City. Archon Catsimatidis and his wife, 
Margo, live on Manhattan’s Upper East 
side and are parents to two grown chil-
dren; Andrea and John Jr.

Catsimatidis has been a strong sup-
porter of the Police Athletic League for 
nearly 30 years. He serves on the Board 
of Columbia Presbyterian Hospital, the 
Hellenic Times Scholarship Fund, and 
over the years served in a variety of 
volunteer positions in the Archdiocese, 
including vice chairman of the Arch-
diocesan Council, board member of 
Leadership 100 and a founder of Faith 
Endowment.
About the Nicholas J. Bouras Award 

for Extraordinary Archon Stewardship
The National Council of the Order 

of Saint Andrew unanimously voted in 
2010 to establish the Nicholas J. Bouras 
Award. The Award is presented annually 
to an individual who has demonstrated 
extraordinary and incomparable stew-
ardship to the Order, enabling Archons 
to vigorously pursue securing religious 
freedom for the Mother Church of Con-
stantinople.

The Award is named after the late 
National Vice Commander Nicholas J. 
Bouras, Archon Depoutatos, who dem-
onstrated remarkable leadership as a 
faithful son of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate and exemplary steward of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Churchman, World War II hero, 
devoted husband of his beloved late wife 
Anna, Philanthropist, sincere Christian, 
Archon and industrialist are terms that 
have all described the life of Nicholas 
J. Bouras.

Past recipients of the Award have 
included George D. Behrakis (2011), 
James C. Fountas and John Halecky, Jr. 
(2012), Stephen J. Yallourakis, M.D.,, 
D.D.S. (2013), Christopher Stratakis,  
(2014), the Hon. Nicholas Tsoucalas 
(2015) and Theofanis V. Economidis 
(2016).

ATLANTA – At their 18th annual St. 
Andrew Banquet on March 18, Metropolis 
of Atlanta Archons heard a presentation 
on the current situation in Turkey as it 
relates to the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The speaker, Archon Dr. Andrew J. 
Ekonomou (J.D. and Ph.D. from Emory 
University) addressed the group on the 
topic “Empty Words and Vacant Ges-
tures: The Great Church Remains in Cap-
tivity.” Dr. Ekonomou described the fate 
of the Patriarchate and other Orthodox 
religious sites following a failed coup in 
Turkey in 2016 and the continued at-
tempt at Islamization of the country by 
its President Erdogan.

He outlined a history of abuses 
suffered by the Greek Orthodox faith 
throughout the years in Turkey and 
now, the continued attempts to dimin-
ish it further. While the Republic of 
Turkey proclaims its commitment to 
religious liberty and toleration, its words 

Metropolis of Atlanta Archons Hold 18th Banquet
are empty, Dr. Ekonomou said, and its 
gestures vacant. He pointed out five 
means of the Church’s continued state 
of imprisonment:

1) The Istanbul Mandates, which 
require the Ecumenical Patriarch and all 
hierarchs who vote for him to be Turk-
ish citizens,

2) Denial of the right to teach the 
Orthodox Faith and educate the clergy,

3) Restriction of the Greek Orthodox 
Christians to freely worship,

4) Denial of the true role and status 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch and

5) Denial of legal personality to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate which prevents 
it from transferring, owning, or purchas-
ing property.

Among those in attendance were 
Metropolitan Alexios, Metriopolis Chan-
cellor the Very Rev. George Tsahakis, , 
Archon Regional Commander Dr. Manuel 
Tissura, and emcee, Bill Marianes.

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – St. John the 
Divine Church is located just over a 
bridge from the city’s downtown. But its 
parishioners come from all over north-
east Florida making quite an impact on 
one of the parish’s newest ministries, 
Handmade for the “Homeless. Hand-
made for the Homeless,” spearheaded 
by parishioner Stacy Kokkinos, is a 
Philoptochos outreach program where 
women make handmade fleece scarves 
for the homeless and those in need 
throughout the city of Jacksonville. Pa-
rishioners pick up homeless kits which 
include the Handmade for the Homeless 
scarves and share them with the city’s 
homeless population.  

The women have made more than 
200 scarves and continue to prepare 
for the fall and winter seasons and rely 
completely on donations. 

The scarves are just a part of the 

Sharing God’s Love One Scarf at a Time
homeless kits the entire parish orga-
nizes which include basic necessities 
such as water, food and hygienic items.

 “We all have the ability to share 
the light of Christ if we allow Him to 
work through us,” said Ms. Kokkinos, 
Handmade for the Homeless chairman.  

The scarves are handmade and then 
prayed over by the parish priests, the 
Rev. Dr. Nicholas Louh and Rev. Dr. 
Milton Magos. “Recently, one gentle-
man who was deaf, signed ‘I love you” 
upon receiving one of our kits,” said 
Kokkinos.

Kokkinos will share details of the 
ministry with the Orthodox Christian 
Network (OCN) in May. Details about 
the ministry at www.facebook.com/
handmadeforthehomeless/?ref=br_rs 
and information about St. John the 
Divine Greek Orthodox Church can be 
found on www.stjohnthedivine.com

St. John The Divine church photo

Fr. Nicholas Louh, St. John the Divine Church pastor, helps assemble homeless kits of handmade items.
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Εγκύκλ ιος

Κυριακή της ΑΧΕΠΑ

 Σελίδα 13

 Σελίδα 13

Ο ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ ΒΑΡΘΟΛΟΜΑΙΟΣ
ΣΤΗΝ ΕΔΡΑ ΤΟΥ ΠΑΓΚΟΣΜΙΟΥ ΣΥΜΒΟΥΛΙΟΥ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΩΝ 

Μετά ἰδιαιτέρας λαμπρότητος καί εἰς 
κλῖμα μεστόν ἐλπίδων καί φιλοφρονήσεων διη-
ξήχθησαν καί ὡλοκληρώθησαν αἱ  ἑορταστικαί 
ἐκδηλώσεις διά τήν 25ην ἐπέτειον πεφωτισμέ-
νης πηδαλουχίας τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος, τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριάρχου κ.κ. Βαρθολομαίου, 
τήν 50ην τῆς λειτουργίας τοῦ Ὀρθόδοξου 
Πατριαρχικοῦ Κέντρου ἐν Σαμπεζύ Γενεύης 
καί τήν 20ην ἀπό ἱδρύσεως τοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου 
Μεταπτυχιακῶν σπουδῶν ὀρθοδόξου Θεολο-
γίας τό Σάββατον 22ας Ἀπριλίου. Εἰς τάς ἐκδη-
λώσεις προεξῆρχεν ὁ τιμώμενος Οἰκουμενικός 
Πατριάρχης κ.κ. Βαρθολομαῖος, συμμετεῖχον 
οἱ Σεβ. Μητροπολίται Γέρων Χαλκηδόνος κ. 
Ἀθανάσιος, Ἑλβετίας κ. Ἱερεμίας, Γερμανίας κ. 
Αὐγουστῖνος, Ν. Ἰωνίας καί Ν. Φιλαδελφείας 
κ. Γαβριήλ καί Σηλυβρίας κ. Μάξιμος, ὁ Θεοφ. 
Ἐπίσκοπος Λαμψάκου κ. Μακάριος, ὁ ρωμαι-
οκαθολικός ἐπίσκοπος Λωζάνης, Γενεύης καί 
Φριβούργου κ. Charles Morerod, ὁ ἀποστολι-
κός Νούντσιος κ. Ivan Jurkoviç, ὁ π. Nikolai 
Virvol, πρώην διευθυντής τοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου 
τῶν Ἀνατολικῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν τοῦ Regensburg, 
ἡ Ἐξοχ. Πρέσβυς τῆς Ἑλλάδος εἰς Βέρνην κ. 
Χαρά Σκολαρίκου, ὁ ἐν Γενεύῃ Πρόξενος τῆς 
Ἑλλάδος ἀξιότ. κ. Ἄγγελος Ὑψηλάντης, οἱ 
ἀξιοτ. Ἀναπληρωταί τῶν Μονίμων ἀντιπρο-
σωπειῶν ἐν Ο. Η. Ε. τῆς Ἑλλάδος κ. Γεώργιος 
Κυριακόπουλος καί τῆς Δημοκρατίας τῆς 
Κύπρου κ. Δημήτριος Σαμουήλ. Συμμετεῖχον 
ἐπίσης οἱ  ἐλλογ. ἐκπρόσωποι τῶν Θεολογικῶν 
Σχολῶν Φριβούργου Guido Vergauwen καί τῆς 
Γενεύης Hans-Christophe Ascani, παρέστη 
δέ καί ὁ ἐλλογ. Γεν. Γραμματεύς τοῦ Παγκο-
σμίου Συμβουλίου Ἐκκλησιῶν κ. Olav Fykse 
Tveit κ.ἄ., οἱ  ὁποῖοι ἐξῇραν τήν σημασίαν τοῦ 
Ὀρθοδόξου Κέντρου καί τοῦ Μεταπτυχιακοῦ 
Ἰνστιτούτου διά τάς διαχριστιανικάς σχέσεις, 

καθώς καί διά τήν ἐπιμόρφωσιν τῆς νέας  γε-
νεᾶς θεολόγων ὑπό οἰκουμενικήν προοπτικήν. 
Ἅπαντες οἱ  Ὁμιληταί ἐτόνισαν τήν λαμπρό-
τητα τοῦ ἐπιτελεσθέντος ἔργου τῆς 25ετοῦς 
πατριαρχίας τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος καί τό 
ἐξαίρετον συμβολήν τοῦ Ὀρθοδόξου Κέντρου 
τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου τόσον διά τάς 
διορθοδόξους σχέσεις καί τήν σύγκλησιν τῆς 
Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης Συνόδου τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
Ἐκκλησίας, ὅσον καί διά τόν διαχριστιανικόν 
διάλογον τῶν Ὀρθοδόξων μετά τῶν λοιπῶν 
χριστιανικῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν ἤ Ὁμολογιῶν. Εἰς 
τά πλαίσια αὐτά ὁ Γεν. Γραμματεύς τοῦ ΠΣΕ 
ὑπεγράμμισεν ὅτι τό Ὀρθόδοξον Κέντρον 
ὑπηρετεῖ τήν ἑνότητα τῶν τοπικῶν Ὀρθοδό-
ξων Ἐκκλησιῶν, τήν θεολογικήν ἐμβάνθυσιν, 
καί τόν ἐπιστημονικόν προσανατολισμόν τῆς 
Οἰκουμενικῆς κινήσεως, διά τῆς διδασκαλίας, 
τῆς ἔρευνας καί τῆς συλλογῆς τῶν ἀναγκαίων 
πηγῶν πληροφορήσεως.

Εἰς τό Ὀρθόδοξον Κέντρον πολλοί 
συνήντησαν τήν ἀνοικτήν χεῖρα καί τό ἀνοι-
κτόν πρόσωπον τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας πρός πᾶσαν 
ἀνά τήν Οἰκουμένην Ἐκκλησίαν ἰδιαιτέρως 
ἐπωφελῆ διά τήν  Ἐκκλησίαν τῆς Δύσεως 
ὅπως γνωρίσῃ βαθύτερον τήν Ἐκκλησίαν τῆς  
Ἀνατολῆς. Τό Ὀρθόδοξον Κέντρον ἤνοιξεν 
κατά τά 50 αὐτά ἔτη πολλούς ὀφθαλμούς καί 
πολλάς καρδίας. Εἰδικώτερον ὁ Σεβ. Μητροπο-
λίτης Ἑλβετίας κ. Ἱερεμίας, Προϊστάμενος τοῦ 
Ὀρθοδόξου Κέντρου καί τῆς Γραμματείας διά 
τήν προπαρασκευήν τῆς Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης 
Συνόδου, ἐτόνισε μεταξύ ἄλλων τόν καθο-
ριστικόν ρόλον τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος ὄχι 
μόνον διά τήν ἐπίσπευσιν τῶν πολυετῶν καί 
χρονοβόρων διαδικασιῶν διά τήν ἄμεσον σύ-

Πρός τούς Σεβασμιωτάτους καί Θεοφιλεστάτους 
Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, 
τούς Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους καί 
Μέλη τῶν Κοινοτικῶν Συμβουλίων, τά Ἡμερήσια καί 
Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότη-
τες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις 
καί ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί 
καί Ἀδελφές ἐν Χριστῷ,
Χριστός Ἀνέστη!
Ἡ χαρά καί τό φῶς τοῦ Πάσχα συνε-

χίζουν νά γεμίζουν τίς καρδιές μας καθώς 
διακηρύσσουμε στόν κόσμο ὅτι ὁ Κύριός 
μας ἀναστήθηκε, ἡ ἐλπίδα μας ἀνανεώθηκε 
καί ἡ ζωή θριάμβευσε διά τῆς χάριτος τοῦ 
Θεοῦ. Ἐπιβε-βαιώνουμε αὐτή τήν ἔνδοξη 
μετάβαση ἀπό τόν θάνατο στή ζωή μέ τόν 
ἑορτασμό τῆς σημερινῆς ἕκτης Κυριακῆς 
ἀπό τό Πάσχα, τῆς γνωστῆς ὡς Κυριακῆς 
τοῦ Τυφλοῦ. Ἀκούσαμε στό Εὐαγγέλιο πού 
διαβάσθηκε σήμερα στή Θεία Λειτουργία γιά 
ἕναν ἄνθρωπο πού ἦταν τυφλός ἐκ γενετῆς. 
Μέ τήν εὐσπλαγχνία Του ὁ Κύριος θερά-
πευσε τόν ἄνθρωπο αὐτόν δίδοντάς του τό 
φῶς τῶν ὀφθαλμῶν καί μέ τόν τρόπο αὐτό 
ἀποκαλύπτοντας τήν χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ. Ἔτσι 
ἐπαληθεύθηκε αὐτό πού ὁ Κύριος διαβεβαί-
ωσε ὅταν εἶπε Ἐγώ εἰμι τό φῶς τοῦ κόσμου 
(Ἰω. 8:12). Τό θαυματουργικό γεγονός τοῦ 
τυφλοῦ μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ στό νά ἐπιβεβαιώσουμε 
τό κάλεσμα τοῦ Χριστοῦ νά γίνουμε τό φῶς 
τοῦ κόσμου, νά ἔχουμε συμπόνοια γιά τίς 
ἀνάγκες τῶν ἄλλων καί νά ἀποδίδουμε τιμή 
καί δόξα στόν Θεό γιά τά θαυμαστά ἔργα τά 
ὁποῖα γίνονται στό ὄνομά Του.   

Ὅλα αὐτά ἀποτελοῦν κύριο μέλημα τῶν 
μελῶν τῆς Ἑλληνο - Ἀμερικα-νικῆς Ἐκπαι-
δευτικῆς Προοδευτικῆς Ἑνώσεως (ΑΧΕΠΑ) 
ἐπί ἕνα σχεδόν αἰώνα. Σήμερα τιμοῦμε αὐτή 
τήν κληρονομιά εὐσπλαγχνίας καί διακονίας 
ἑορτάζοντας τήν Κυριακή τῆς ΑΧΕΠΑ. 
Ἐκφράζουμε ἔτσι τήν εὐγνωμοσύνη μας στά 
μέλη της πού εἶναι οἱ πιστοί διάκονοι τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, ἡγέτες στίς ἐνορίες των σέ ὁλόκληρη 
τήν Ἱερά Ἀρχιεπισκοπή, στά ἱδρύματα καί 
τίς ὀργανώσεις τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, καί πού δι-
αχειρίζονται τήν δύναμη καί ἀποστολή τῆς 
ΑΧΕΠΑ πρός κάλυψη ζωτικῶν ἀναγκῶν 
ἀνά τήν ὑφήλιο. Μέσα ἀπό κοινωνικές 
ὑπηρεσίες, ἐκπαιδευτικά προγράμματα καί 
ὑποτροφίες, ἱατρικές, φιλανθρω-πικές καί 
ὑποστηρικτικές προσπάθειες, τά μέλη τῆς 
ΑΧΕΠΑ δίνουν φῶς σέ πολλούς πού χρειά-
ζονται ἐλπίδα καί συμπόνοια σέ πολλούς πού 
ἔχουν ἀνάγκη, καί ἀποδίδουν τιμή καί δόξα 
στόν Θεό διά τῆς μαρτυρίας τῆς πίστεως 
σ’ Ἐκεῖνον.      

Παρακαλῶ ὅλες τίς ἐνορίες μας νά 
ἑορτάσουν τήν Κυριακή τῆς ΑΧΕΠΑ καί 
ν’ἀναγνωρίσουν τήν προσφορά τῶν μελῶν 
της. Εἴθε νά συνεχί-σουμε νά προσφέρουμε 
τίς προσευχές καί τή στήριξή μας γιά τή 
συνέχιση τῆς ἀποστολῆς τῆς ὀργανώσεως 
αὐτῆς ὑπό τό φῶς τῆς Ἀναστάσεως. Εἴθε 
νά ὑπηρετοῦμε μέ εὐσπλαγχνία διά τῆς 
δυνάμεως τῆς ἄφθονης χάριτος τοῦ Θεοῦ 
καί νά  ἀποδίδουμε τιμή καί δόξα σ’Αὐτόν 
γιά τά ὑπέροχα ἔργα πού ἔχουν συντελεσθῇ.

Μέ πατρική ἀγάπη ἐν Χριστῷ Ἀναστάντι,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

ΕΚΟΙΜΗΘΗ ΕΝ ΚΥΡΙΩ 
Ο ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΛΙΤΗΣ ΜΕΛΟΗΣ 

ΦΙΛΟΘΕΟΣ
ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή 

Αμερικής μετά βαθείας λύπης αναγγέλλει 
την εις Κύριον εκδημία του Σεβασμιωτάτου 
Μητροπολίτου Μελόης κυρού Φιλοθέου 
ο οποίος απεβίωσε νωρίς το πρωί της 10ης

Μαΐου μετά από σύντομη ασθένεια. 
Στο άκουσμα του θανάτου του Μητρο-

πολίτου Φιλοθέου, ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχι-
επίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος δήλωσε: 
«Ο αείμνηστος Μητροπολίτης Φιλόθεος ήτο 
εξαιρετικός κληρικός  της Ιεράς μας Αρχιε-
πισκοπής. Υπηρέτησε επί σειρά δεκαετιών 
ως διάκονος, πρεσβύτερος και επίσκοπος, 
προσφέροντας υποδειγματικές λειτουργικώς 
υπηρεσίες, εντυπωσιακή ποιμαντική ευαι-
σθησία και ασυνήθους ποιότητος γνώση σε 
θέματα κανονικού δικαίου. Υπήρξε φωτεινό 
παράδειγμα  πλήρους αφοσιώσεως στον Θεό, 
ακλονήτου εμπιστοσύνης με τους συνεργάτες 
του, αξιολόγου εκκλησιαστικού ήθους και 
φλογερού πατριωτισμού. Ακόμα και κατά 
την περίοδο που έκανε δύσκολες και επί-
πονες ιατρικές θεραπείες δεν σταμάτησε να 
τελεί την λειτουργία, εσπερινούς και άλλες 
ιερατικές πράξεις. Υπηρέτησε και εκινήθη με 
αξιοπρέπεια και χάρη. Η εκδημία του αφήνει 
ένα δυσαναπλήρωτο κενό. Μας άφησε μεν, 
αλλά τώρα βρίσκεται ως μόνιμος πρέσβης της 
Αρχιεπισκοπής μας, μεταξύ αγίων και δικαίων. 
Ας είναι η μνήμη του Αιωνία!».

Το πρωί της 10ης Μαίου ο Αρχιεπίσκο-
πος Δημήτριος έψαλλε τρισάγιο για τον 
εκδημήσαντα ιεράρχη στο Αρχιεπισκοπικό 
παρεκκλήσιο του Αποστόλου Παύλου, πα-
ρουσία του προσωπικού,  πολλών επισκεπτών 
κληρικών και λαϊκών. 

Ο Μητροπολίτης Μελόης Φιλόθεος και 
έξαρχος Ισαυρίας, υπηρέτησε την Εκκλησία 
επί 67 συναπτά έτη, 57 εκ των οποίων στην 
Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής.

Εγεννήθη στην Κωνσταντινούπολη 
την 1η Σεπτεμβρίου 1924. Γονείς του ήταν 
ο Γεώργιος και η Λαμπρινή Καραμήτσου. 
Εφοίτησε στις σχολές της Αγίας Τριάδος και 
Ζωγράφειον της Πόλης. Το ξέσπασμα του 
Β΄ Παγκοσμίου Πολέμου τον ανάγκασε να 
διακόψει τις σπουδές του, τις οποίες όμως 
συνέχισε από το 1949 και έπειτα και αφού 
μετακόμισε στην Ελλάδα.

Έλαβε υποτροφία και ενεγράφη στην 
Εκκλησιαστική Σχολή Κορίνθου από όπου 
απεφοίτησε το 1954. Το 1959 απεφοίτησε 

Αρχείο GOA

ΣΙΚΑΓΟ – Συνήλθε υπό την προεδρία του 
Σεβασμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου Αμερικής κ. 
Δημητρίου το Αρχιεπισκοπικό Συμβούλιο της 
Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής. Οι εργασίες 
της εαρινής συνεδρίας πραγματοποιήθηκαν στο 
ξενοδοχείο Marriott Downtown του Σικάγο στις 
4 και 5 Μαΐου 2017.

Το διήμερο των εργασιών του Αρχιεπι-
σκοπικού Συμβουλίου άρχισε με τις επί μέρους 
συνεδριάσεις των επιτροπών του Συμβουλίου, 
την Πέμπτη 4 Μαΐου. Οι επιτροπές εξέτασαν 
την πρόοδο των τομέων, τμημάτων και δια-
κονιών της Αρχιεπισκοπής και συνέταξαν τις 
εκθέσεις των.

Οι εργασίες της ολομέλειας του Συμβου-
λίου πραγματοποιήθηκαν την Παρασκευή 5 
Μαΐου. Μετά την εναρκτήρια προσευχή ο Αρ-
χιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος, στην εισαγωγική ομιλία 
του, ενημέρωσε τα μέλη του Συμβουλίου για τα 
βασικά γεγονότα στη ζωή της Εκκλησίας το 
τελευταίο διάστημα. Ευχαρίστησε τον επιχώριο 
Μητροπολίτη Σικάγου κ. Ιάκωβο για την φιλο-
ξενία και στη συνέχεια έκανε ειδική ενημέρωση 
για την πρόοδο της ανοικοδομήσεως του Αγίου 
Νικολάου στο Παγκόσμιο Εμπορικό Κέντρο 
του Μανχάταν. Ο Σεβασμιώτατος είπε ότι η 
όλη προσπάθεια βαίνει καλώς, παρότι υπήρξε 
και συνεχίζει να είναι ένας μαραθώνιος τον 

Εαρινή Συνεδρίαση του 
Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου στο Σικάγο

οποίο συνεχίζουμε με τη βοήθεια του Θεού και 
προβλέπεται ότι θα μπορούμε να κάνουμε τα 
εγκαίνια τον Οκτώβριο του 2018. 

Στις εργασίες του Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμ-
βουλίου παρευρέθηκαν και συμμετείχαν οι 
Σεβασμιώτατοι Μητροπολίτες Σικάγου κ. 
Ιάκωβος, Βοστώνης κ. Μεθόδιος, Ντιτρόϊτ 
κ. Νικόλαος, Πίτσμπουργκ κ. Σάββας, Αγίου 
Φραγκίσκου κ. Γεράσιμος και Νέας Ιερσέης κ. 
Ευάγγελος καθώς επίσης ο Πρωτοσύγκελλος 
της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Θεοφ. Επίσκοπος 
Φασιανής κ. Αντώνιος, ο Πρωτοσύγκελλος της 
Ιεράς Μητροπόλεως Σικάγου Θεοφ. Επίσκοπος 
Μωκησσού κ. Δημήτριος και ο Αρχιγραμματεύς 
της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου Θεοφ. Επίσκο-
πος Ζήλων κ. Σεβαστιανός.

Ο Αντιπρόεδρος του Αρχιεπισκοπικού 
Συμβουλίου κ. Γεώργιος Τσαντίκος προήδρευ-
σε της συνεδριάσεως. Στην εισαγωγική του 
ομιλία αναφέρθηκε στη δημιουργία δύο νέων 
θέσεων στην Αρχιεπισκοπή, πρώτον την θέση 
του Γενικού Διευθυντού Οικονομικών και τον 
διορισμό του π. Σωτηρίου Μπαρούντι και δεύ-
τερον την δημιουργία Γραφείου Αναπτύξεως 
και τον διορισμό ως διευθύντριας της κ. Νίκης 
Σωτηροπούλου-Μαργαρίτη.

Ο νέος Ταμίας του Αρχιεπισκοπικού 
Συμβουλίου κ. Μιχαήλ Ψαρός αναφέρθηκε στο 
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  του Δρα Ιωάννη Ευθυμιόπουλου

NΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ.– Υπό την αιγίδα του Σεβα-
σμιωτάτου Αρχιεπισκόπου Γέροντα Αμερικής κ. 
Δημητρίου και τις ευλογίες των Σεβασμιωτάτων 
Μητροπολιτών των οικείων Μητροπόλεων, το 
Γραφείο Ελληνικής Παιδείας της Ιεράς Αρχιε-
πισκοπής Αμερικής πραγματοποίησε ιστορικό 
οδοιπορικό επιμορφωτικών εκπαιδευτικών 
σεμιναρίων σε διάφορες μητροπόλεις των ΗΠΑ. 

Τα σεμινάρια αυτά, ξεκίνησαν από την 
Μητρόπολη Ατλάντας και ολοκληρώθηκαν στη 
Μητρόπολη Αγίου Φραγκίσκου, πραγματοποιή-
θηκαν με την αγαστή συνεργασία των Γραφείων 
των Ιερών Μητροπόλεων. 

Συγκεκριμένα ο πρώτος κύκλος των 
επιμορφωτικών σεμιναρίων άρχισε στις 5 
Οκτωβρίου και ολοκληρώθηκε στις 12 Νοεμ-
βρίου του 2016, και πραγματοποιήθηκε στο 
Clearwater FL, Charlotte NC, της Μητροπόλεως 
Ατλάντας. Στη συνέχεια στο Hicksville, N.Y. για 
την Αρχιεπισκοπική περιφέρεια Νέας Υόρκης, 
με τελευταίο σταθμό του πρώτου κύκλου την 
Ιερά Μητρόπολη Βοστώνης στις 12 Νοεμβρίου. 

Εισηγητές στα παραπάνω σεμινάρια ήταν 
τα μέλη της συγγραφικής ομάδας, Μαρία Τε-
λειοπούλου και Ιωάννης Γιαβάρας, η Δρ. Μαρία 
Ηρακλέους από το Π.Ι. της Κύπρου, ως και ο 
διευθυντής της Ελληνικής Παιδείας Δρ. Ιωάννης 
Ευθυμιόπουλος. Σε όλα τα σεμινάρια παρου-
σιάστηκαν με επιδεξιότητα και γλαφυρότητα 
θεματικές ενότητες από τα βιβλία της σειράς 
«Τα Ελληνικά μου».

Μέσω των σεμιναρίων αναζητούνται και 
παρουσιάζονται νέοι τρόποι διδακτικής πρακτι-
κής με τους οποίους θα βοηθηθεί το έργο των 
δασκάλων μας. Οι δάσκαλοί που βρίσκονται 
έξω από την ευρύτερη περιοχή της Νέας Υόρκης, 
παρακολούθησαν εκπαιδευτικό σεμινάριο για 
πρώτη φορά, συμμετείχαν ενεργά και μοιρά-
στηκαν εύστοχες προτάσεις, που μπορούν να 
εφαρμοστούν άμεσα στο διδακτικό τους έργο.  

Τα σεμινάρια στο Charlotte και στο 
Clearwater πραγματοποιήθηκαν  με τη βοή-
θεια και τη συνεργασία των διευθυντών των 
Charter schools της Αθηναϊκής Ακαδημίας στο 

ΙΣΤΟΡΙΚΟ ΟΔΟΙΠΟΡΙΚΟ ΣΕΜΙΝΑΡΙΩΝ ΣΤΙΣ ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΛΕΙΣ ΤΗΣ ΙΕΡΑΣ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗΣ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ
Clearwater και της Ακαδημίας Σωκράτους στο 
Charlotte. 

Εκ μέρους του Μητροπολίτη παρευρέθηκε 
ο π. Βασίλειος Τσουρλής, ιερατικώς προϊστάμε-
νος της Αγίας Τριάδας στο  Charlotte, ο οποίος 
ευλόγησε το σεμινάριο και μετέφερε την αγάπη 
και ευλογία του Μητροπολίτη Αλεξίου. Το σε-
μινάριο αυτό παρακολούθησαν δάσκαλοι από 
τα κοινοτικά σχολεία και τα σχολεία Charter 
της περιοχής και συμμετίχαν ενεργά σε ομάδες 
εργασίας. 

Στη Μητρόπολη Βοστώνης το σεμινάριο 
πραγματοποιήθηκε στην αίθουσα της Μητρο-
πόλεως. Αξίζει να σημειωθεί ότι στην κατάμεστη 
αίθουσα που συμμετείχαν οι δάσκαλοι όλων των 
σχολείων της Μητροπόλεως παρευρέθηκε ο 
Μητροπολίτης Βοστώνης κ. Μεθόδιος, ο οποίος 
και ευλόγησε την έναρξη του σεμιναρίου. Ο κ. 
Αλέξιος παρακολούθησε με ενδιαφέρον τις ειση-
γήσεις και παρουσιάσεις των ομάδων εργασίας 
καθόλη τη διάρκεια του σεμιναρίου. 

Στο χαιρετισμό του ευχαρίστησε τον 
Δρ. Ευθυμιόπουλο για το σεμινάριο, εξήρε τη 
σπουδαιότητα και την αναγκαιότητα της επι-
μόρφωσης και ευχήθηκε παρόμοια σεμινάρια να 
επαναληφθούν προκειμένου «να βοηθήσουμε το 
έργο των δασκάλων μας», όπως τόνισε. 

Κλείνοντας τις εργασίες του σεμιναρίου ο 
Μητροπολίτης Βοστώνης είπε «συγχαίρω όλους 
εισηγητές, τους δασκάλους, και τον Διευθυντή 
παιδείας, που μας έδωσαν την ευκαιρία να παρα-
κολουθήσουμε εξαιρετικές εισηγήσεις. Εύχομαι 
επιτυχία στο θεάρεστο έργο σας που επιτελείται 
από το Γραφείο Παιδείας της Αρχιεπισκοπής». 

Τα σεμινάρια αυτά πραγματοποήθηκαν 
και με την ευγενή συμμετοχή της Ομοσπονδίας 
Ελληνοαμερικανών Εκπαιδευτικών και του 
οργανισμού «Ελληνική Παιδεία».

ΔΕΥΤΕΡΟΣ ΚΥΚΛΟΣ
Μετά την εξαιρετική επιτυχία του πρώτου 

οδοιπορικού, ένας άλλος κύκλος εκπαιδευτικών 
σεμιναρίων συνεχίστηκε από τον Φεβρουάριο 
αυτού του έτους έως τον Μάρτιο στις Μητρο-
πόλεις Pittsburgh, Chicago, New Jersey και 
San Francisco. Συγκεκριμένα, τα σεμινάρια 

αυτά πραγματοποιήθηκαν στον Άγιο Ιωάννη 
στο Dempster Chicago, στον Άγιο Ιωάννη στο 
Tenafl y, στον Τίμιο Σταυρό του Belmont CΑ. 
με τις ευλογίες των Μητροπολιτών Σικάγου κ. 
Ιάκωβου, Ιερσέης κ. Ευαγγέλου, Πίτσμπουργκ 
κ. Σάββα και Αγίου Φραγκίσκου κ. Γερασίμου 
Οι εισηγητές Μαρία Τελειοοπούλου, Μαντά 
Αναστασία,  Ιωάννης Γιαβάρας μέλη της συγ-
γραφικής ομάδας, και η Παναγιώτα Γρηγορίου 
δασκάλα  από το ημερήσιο ελληνοαμερικανικό 
Ινστιτούτο του Bronx και ο Διευθυντής Παιδείας 
κ. Ευθυμιόπουλος, ανέπτυξαν μεθοδικά νέους 
τρόπους διδασκαλίας από την προσχολική αγω-
γή και από τα επίπεδα δημοτικού και γυμνασίου, 
προκειμένου να βοηθήσουν το έργο των δασκά-
λων μας με τα νέα βιβλία της Αρχιεπισκοπής «Τα 
Ελληνικά Μου». Η συμμετοχή των δασκάλων 
ήταν μεγάλη και το ενδιαφέρον τους συγκινη-
τικό. Αυτό φάνηκε από τη συμμετοχή τους στις 
διάφορες ομάδες εργασίας. 

Ο Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου, ο οποίος δεν 
μπόρεσε να παραστεί στο οικείο σεμινάριο  
λόγω σοβαρού κωλύματος, παρακάλεσε τον 
Δρ. Ευθυμιόπουλο να ευχαριστήσει εκ μέρους 
του τον Σεβασμιώτατο Αρχιεπίσκοπο Αμερικής 
κ. Δημήτριο για την αγάπη του και τη στήριξή 
του στην Ελληνική Παιδεία. 

Ευχαρίστησε ακόμη τον Διευθυντή Ελλη-
νικής Παιδείας για τη δραστηριότητά του για τα 
ελληνικά σχολεία και το έργο που επιτελεί καθώς 
και όλους τους εισηγητές που επέδειξαν επιδέξια 
παιδαγωνική ικανότητα στην παρουσία των 
διδακτικών ενοτήτων.  Ο Δρ. Ευθυμιόπουλος  
με την έναρξη του σεμιναρίου μετέφερε εκ νέου 
την αγάπη και τις ευλογίες του Αρχιεπισκόπου 
Αμερικής κ. Δημητρίου και είπε χαρακτηριστικά 
ότι «η παραμονή του στο Σικάγο και η εξαίρετη 
συνεργασία του με τον Άγιο Σικάγου και γενι-
κότερα με την Εκκλησία αποτέλεσε σταθμό για 
την περαιτέρω πορεία της καριέρας του. 

Στον Άγιο Ιωάννη του Tenafl y o Αρχιμαδρί-
της  π. Γεώργιος Νίκας μετέφερε την αγάπη, τη 
στήριξη ως και τις ευλογίες του Μητροπολίτου 
Ευαγγέλλου. «Θέλω να ευχαριστήσω», είπε ο 
π. Γεώργιος, «όλους τους συντελεστές καθότι 
σήμερα το σεμινάριο ξεπέρασε τις προσδοκίες 

μας, γι’ αυτό συγχαίρω όλους τους συνετελε-
στές, εισηγητές, και τον Δρ. Ευθυμιόπουλο  για 
τη θαυμάσια αυτή παρουσία που παρακολου-
θήσαμε σήμερα». 

Τελευταίος σταθμός του οδοιπορικού ήταν 
η Μητρόπολη του Αγίου Φραγκίσκου. Στην 
κοινοτική αίθουσα του Τιμίου Σταυρού που 
πραγματοποιήθηκε το σεμινάριο παρευρέθηκε ο 
Μητροπολίτης Αγίου Φραγκίσκου κ. Γεράσιμος 
με τον Θεοφιλέστατο Επίσκοπο Μηδείας κ. 
Απόστολο. Τόσο ο Μητροπολίτης κ. Γεράσιμος  
όσο και ο Επίσκοπος κ. Απόστολος παρακο-
λούθησαν και συμμετείχαν ενεργά σε όλες τις 
εργασίες του σεμιναρίου. Ευχαρίστησαν τον κ. 
Ευθυμιόπουλο και όσους τους συνόδευσαν για 
το θεάρεστο έργο που επιτελούν.  Ο κ. Ευθυμιό-
πουλος ευχαριστώντας μετέφερε την αγάπη και 
τις ευλογίες του Αρχιεπισκόπου μας.

Στα σεμινάρια του πρώτου κύκλου οι δά-
σκαλοι είχαν την ευκαιρία να παρακολουθήσουν 
στιγμιότυπα σε βίντεο από το σεμινάριο στην 
Κύπρο που πραγματοποιήθηκε την περασμένη 
χρονιά. 

Στο δεύτερο οδοιπορικό των σεμιναρίων 
οι δάσκαλοι είχαν την ευτυχή συγκυρία να 
παρακολουθήσουν πέρα από το σεμινάριο της 
Κύπρου και διαφάνειες (slides) της μεταφοράς 
των χειρογράφων της Καινής Διαθήκης του 
ενάτου αιώνος, από το Σικάγο, στη Μητρόπολη 
Δράμας, για να επανατοποθετηθούν στο Μονα-
στήρι της Παναγίας  Εικοσιφοίνισσας απ’όπου 
είχαν κλαπεί σττο παρελθόν.  Η παρουσίαση του 
εξαρετικά σημαντικού αυτού γεγονότος έγινε 
από τον Δρ. Ιωάννη  Ευθυμιόπουλο.

Η πραγματοποίση των παραπάνω σεμινα-
ρίων πέραν του εκπαιδευτικού και διδακτικού 
σκοπού είχε μεγάλη σημασία, γιατί πραγματο-
ποιήθηκε με την δυναμική συνεργασία και την 
ευγενική συμμετοχή της Προέδρου της Ομο-
σπονδίας Ελληνοαμερικανών Εκπαιδευτικών  
κ. Στέλλας Κοκόλη. 

Η κ. Κοκόλη ως χορηγός στήριξε οικο-
νομικά την πορεία του ιστορικού αυτού οδοι-
πορικού, στη μνήμη του συζύγου της Παναγή 
Κοκόλη. Ας σημειωθεί ότι η ίδια παρευρέθηκε 
στα περισσότερα σεμινάρια αρωγός πάντα στη 
προσπάθεια του Γραφείου Παιδείας στηρίζοντάς 
το ποικιλοτρόπως.  

Ευχαριστίες εκφράζονται στον Γέροντα 
Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριο και σε  όλους τους Μη-
τροπολίτες μας για την στήριξη και το ενδια-
φέρον τους. Ακόμη, στα Γραφεία Παιδείας των 
Μητροπόλεων και σε όλες τις κοινότητες που 
φιλοξένησαν τα παραπάνω σεμινάρια.

Το Γραφείο Παιδείας επενδύει στην ελλη-
νόγλωση εκπαίδευση με την επιμόρφωση των 
εκπαιδευτικών,  την έκδοση νέων διδακτικών 
βιβλίων και γενικά την εύρυθμη λειτουργία των 
σχολείων μας. «Γι’ αυτό τα σεμινάρια αυτά θα 
συνεχιστούν με την έναρξη της νέας σχολικής 
χρονιάς,  ώστε να καλυφθούν και οι ανάγκες των 
δασκάλων μας στις Μητροπόλεις Ντένβερ και 
Ντητρόϊτ. Με τα σεμινάρια αυτά, οι δάσκαλοί  
μας επιμορφώνονται σε νέες διδακτικές προσεγ-
γίσεις,  αποκτούν  νέες γνώσεις και διδακτικές 
πρακτικές  για το καλό των παιδιών μας», τόνισε 
ο Δρ. Ιωάννης Ευθυμιόπουλος.

Γραφείο Ελληνικής Παιδείας Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής

Ομιλία Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχη Βαρθολομαίου στη Διεθνή Διάσκεψη για την Ειρήνη στο Κάιρο 
Με τη συμμετοχή του Οικουμενικού 

Πατριάρχη ο οποίος μίλησε σε ένα ευρύ κοι-
νό, ολοκληρώθηκαν στο Κάιρο οι εργασίες 
της Διεθνούς Διάσκεψης για την Ειρήνη του 
ιδρύματος Al-Azhar, με τη συμμετοχή εκ-
προσώπων του θρησκευτικού, πολιτικού και 
ακαδημαϊκού χώρου από διάφορα κράτη.

Κατά την ομιλία του, ο Πρώτος τη τάξει 
της Ορθοδοξίας εστίασε την ομιλία του στη 
σημασία που έχουν οι θρησκείες και ο δια-
θρησκειακός διάλογος στο σημερινό κόσμο.

Ειδικότερα, ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρ-
χης τόνισε, αναλύοντας αυτό το θέμα, ότι 
η θρησκεία εξακολουθεί να διαδραματίζει 
πολύ σημαντικό ρόλο και να είναι παρούσα 
σε όλες τις μεγάλες συζητήσεις της εποχής 
μας, καθώς συνδέεται με μεγάλες έγνοιες 
των ανθρώπων και προσφέρει απαντήσεις 

σε θεμελιώδη υπαρξιακά ερωτήματά τους. 
Παράλληλα, προσέθεσε, οι θρησκείες έχουν 
ζωτική σημασία για τη διαδικασία της ει-
ρήνης, καθώς δύνανται να λειτουργήσουν 
ως γέφυρες και ως όργανα αμοιβαίας κα-
τανόησης και ανεκτικότητας μεταξύ των 
ανθρώπων.

Να σημειωθεί ότι προκάλεσε ιδιαίτερη 
αίσθηση και χειροκροτήθηκε από το κοινό 
της αίθουσας η επισήμανση του Οικουμε-
νικού Πατριάρχη ότι “το Ισλάμ δεν μπορεί 
να εξισωθεί με την τρομοκρατία, καθώς η 
έννοια της τρομοκρατίας είναι ξένη προς 
οποιαδήποτε θρησκεία”.

Ο Πατριάρχης Βαρθολομαίος μίλησε 
επίσης για τη σημασία του διαθρησκειακού 
διαλόγου, που αναγνωρίζει τη διαφορε-
τικότητα στις θρησκευτικές παραδόσεις 

και προωθεί την ειρηνική συνύπαρξη και 
συνεργασία μεταξύ λαών και πολιτισμών, 
ενώ πρόσθεσε ότι έχει μεγάλη σημασία η 
γνώση της πίστης και των θρησκευτικών 
πεποιθήσεων του άλλου για την κατανό-
ηση της ετερότητας και τη θεμελίωση του 
διαλόγου.  Ο κ. Βαρθολομαίος έκανε επίσης 
ειδική αναφορά στην επί σειρά αιώνων ει-
ρηνική συμβίωση Χριστιανών, Εβραίων και 
Μουσουλμάνων στον χώρο της Μεσογείου.

Τέλος, ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης 
επανέλαβε στην αρχή της ομιλίας του, τα 
βαθύτατα συλλυπητήριά του προς την 
Κοπτική κοινότητα και όλο τον λαό της 
Αιγύπτου, με αφορμή τις πρόσφατες τρομο-
κρατικές ενέργειες στη χώρα. Οι εργασίες 
της διάσκεψης ολοκληρώθηκαν με ομιλία 
του Πάπα Φραγκίσκου.
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Το Γραφείο Παιδείας Αμέσου Αρχιεπι-
σκοπικής Περιφέρειας σε συνεργασία με το 
Γραφείο Συντονιστή Εκπαίδευσης της Νέας 
Υόρκης οργανώνει σεμινάρια επιμόρφωσης 
των εκπαιδευτικών με θέμα «Σύγχρονες Προ-
σεγγίσεις στη Διδασκαλία της Ελληνικής ως 
Δεύτερης/ Ξένης Γλώσσας». 

Το Επιμορφωτικό Πρόγραμμα υλοποι-
είται σε 4 Συνεδρίες/Ενότητες και διεξάγεται 
στο Ελληνομερικανικό Σχολείο «Βασίλειος 
Σπυρόπουλος» της Κοινότητας Αγίου Νικο-
λάου, Flushing. Το Επιμορφωτικό Πρόγραμμα 
παρουσιάζει η ελλόγιμη Δρ. Θάλεια Χατζηγι-
άννογλου, Διδάκτωρ Ειδικής Παιδαγωγικής, 
Συντονίστρια Εκπαίδευσης στο Γενικό Προ-
ξενείο της Ελλάδος στη Νέα Υόρκη. 

ΕΠΙΜΟΡΦΩΤΙΚΑ ΠΡΟΓΡΑΜΜΑΤΑ ΣΤΗ ΔΙΔΑΣΚΑΛΙΑ ΤΗΣ ΕΛΛΗΝΙΚΗΣ ΩΣ ΔΕΥΤΕΡΗΣ/ΞΕΝΗΣ ΓΛΩΣΣΑΣ
Σκοπός του προγράμματος είναι η επι-

μόρφωση των συμμετεχόντων σε σύγχρονες 
και καινοτόμες τεχνικές διδασκαλίας της 
Ελληνικής ως δεύτερης/ξένης γλώσσας, 
αξιοποιώντας εργαλεία Web 2.0 και     η υπο-
στήριξή τους στο σχεδιασμό και προετοιμασία 
της διδασκαλίας, καθώς και στη διαχείριση 
προβλημάτων της σχολικής τάξης. 

Η μεθοδολογία του προγράμματος εστι-
άζει στη χρήση ενεργητικών-συμμετοχικών 
εκπαιδευτικών πρακτικών, οι οποίες αναπτύσ-
σουν την αλληλεπίδραση διδασκόντων-διδα-
σκομένων και τους δίνουν     την ευκαιρία να 
αναπτύξουν την κριτική ικανότητα, να επεξερ-
γάζονται λύσεις και να μαθαίνουν πράττοντας. 

Στην πρώτη συνεδρία η κ. Χατζηγιάννο-

γλου τόνισε προς τους εκπαιδευτικούς «εκτός 
των άλλων καθηκόντων, δουλειά σας είναι 
η μάθηση των κοινωνικών δεξιοτήτων στα 
παιδιά», δηλαδή, πώς να αναπτύσσουν τους 
καλούς τρόπους όπως τη συγγνώμη, το ευχα-
ριστώ, μέσα από καθημερινά περιστατικά στην 
τάξη, τη λεγόμενη «Επ’ ευκαιρία Διδασκαλία».

Το επιμορφωτικό πρόγραμμα περι-
λαμβάνει τις εξής 4 Διδακτικές Ενότητες: 
«Θεωρίες Μάθησης», «Τεχνικές Διδασκαλίας 
της Ελληνικής ως δεύτερης/ξένης γλώσσας», 
«Σχεδιασμός Μαθήματος» και «Διαχείριση 
Προβλημάτων Συμπεριφοράς στη Σχολική 
Τάξη / Εργασιακή Εξουθένωση».  
Οι τέσσερις ενότητες θα υλοποιηθούν σε 
τέσσερις 3ωρες Συνεδρίες  ως ακολούθως: 29 

Απριλίου και 6, 13, 20 Μαϊου (3.00 – 6.00 μ.μ.). 
Θα δοθεί βεβαίωση παρακολούθησης στους 
συμμετέχοντες που θα παρακολουθήσουν όλες 
τις διδακτικές ενότητες (12 ώρες συνολικά) και 
θα εκπονήσουν εργασία, η οποία θα αφορά στο 
σχεδιασμό μαθήματος.  

«Καθώς γνωρίζουμε τις ελλείψεις του 
συστήματος εκπαίδευσης στα Ελληνικά 
Κοινοτικά Σχολεία, θεωρούμε μεγάλη τιμή 
την προσφορά της Δρ. Χατζηγιάννογλου να 
μεταλαμπαδεύσει τις ακαδημαϊκές της γνώ-
σεις, αλλά και τις πρακτικές της μεθόδους 
στους εκπαιδευτικούς μας. Ευελπιστούμε 
πως η πρωτοβουλία του Γραφείου μας και 
του Γραφείου Συντονιστή θα σας βρει όλους 
ενθουσιασμένους» σημείωσε η κα Μακεδών.

από την Θεολογική Σχολή το Πανεπιστημίου 
Αθηνών. Το 1950 στην Αθήνα, εχειροτονήθη 
διάκονος από τον Επίσκοπο Ευρίπου Αλέξιο.  
Μέχρι το 1956 υπηρέτησε ως διάκονος στην 
ενορία του Αγίου Αρτεμίου των Αθηνών και 
κατόπιν στον Καθεδρικό Ναό των Αθηνών 
μέχρι το 1960. Παράλληλα και κατά την ίδια 
περίοδο υπηρετούσε σε ιερές ακολουθίες 
στο παρεκκλήσιο των Ανακτόρων εναλλάξ 
με άλλο διάκονο.

Το 1960, ήρθε στις Ηνωμένες Πολιτείες, 
τη προσκλήση του Αρχιεπισκόπου Ιακώβου 
και τον υπηρέτησε ως διάκονος έως το 1961, 
οπότε εχειροτονήθη πρεσβύτερος στο παρεκ-
κλήσιο του Τιμίου Σταυρού στο Μπρούκλαϊν 
της Μασσαχουσέτης. Εδιορίσθη και υπηρέτη-
σε έως το 1965 στην ενορία του Ευαγγελισμού 
στο Σκράντον της Πενσυλβάνια. Ακολούθως 
μετετέθη στον Ιερό Ναό του Αγίου Ελευθερί-
ου στον Μανχάταν όπου και ανέλαβε καθή-
κοντα εφημερίου και παράλληλα διδασκάλου 
του κοινοτικού σχολείου.

Εχειροτονήθη επίσκοπος τον Ιούνιο του 
1971 και υπηρέτησε ως βοηθός επίσκοπος του 
Αρχιεπισκόπου έως το 1997 όποτε και εσυ-

νταξιοδοτήθη. Και μετά τη συνταξιοδότησή 
του όμως συνέχισε να υπηρετεί την Εκκλησία 
και να τελεί ιεροτελεστίες σε πολλές ενορίες 
της Μητροπολιτικής περιοχής Νέας Υόρκης.

Την 9η Ιουλίου 2015 ανυψώθη εις  Μη-
τροπολίτη Μελόης και έξαρχο Ισαυρίας από 
την Αγία και Ιερά Σύνοδο του Οικουμενικού 
Πατριαρχείου.

Ο Μητροπολίτης Φιλόθεος καταλείπει 
τις δύο αδελφές του Ελισάβετ Καραμήτσου 
και Μαρία Μάνεση μετά της οικογενείας της.

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος θα προ-
στεί στη νεκρώσιμο ακολουθία η οποία θα 
πραγματοποιηθεί την Δευτέρα 15 Μαΐου 
στις 11 π.μ. στον Αρχιεπισκοπικό Καθεδρικό 
Ναό της Αγίας Τριάδος της Νέας Υόρκης. 
Θα προηγηθεί ο όρθρος στις 8:30 π.μ. και η 
Θεία Λειτουργία στις 9:15 π.μ.  Η ταφή του 
αοιδίμου Ιεράρχου θα γίνει ευθύς μετά την 
νεκρώσιμο ακολουθία στο Νεκροταφείο St. 
Michael’s Cemetery στο East Elmhurst του 
Queens.

Την  προηγουμένη ημέρα, Κυριακή 14 
Μαΐου η σορός του εκλιπόντος Ιεράρχου θα 
τεθεί σε προσκύνημα μεταξύ 5 και 9 μ.μ. στο 
Αρχιεπισκοπικό Καθεδρικό Ναό της Αγίας 
Τριάδος.

ΕΚΟΙΜΗΘΗ ΕΝ ΚΥΡΙΩ 
Ο ΜΗΤΡΟΠΟΛΙΤΗΣ ΜΕΛΟΗΣ ΦΙΛΟΘΕΟΣ

Γραφείο Παιδείας Αμέσου Αρχιεπισκοπικής Περιφερείας

GOA/Δ. Πανάγος

Εαρινή Συνεδρίαση του 
Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συμβουλίου στο Σικάγο

προπαρασκευαστικό έργο της Εκτελεστικής 
Επιτροπής από τότε που ανέλαβε καθήκοντα 
και τον σχεδιασμό για καλύτερη οργάνωση 
και περισσότερη αποδοτικότητα εντός της 
Αρχιεπισκοπής.

Παρουσιάστηκαν συνολικά δεκατέσσε-
ρες εκθέσεις των επιτροπών και για πολλές εξ 
αυτών ακολούθησε ανταλλαγή απόψεων και 
προτάσεων.

Οι επιτροπές και οι εκθέσεις που πα-
ρουσιάστηκαν ήταν οι εξής: νεολαίας και 
προγραμμάτων νεολαίας, επικοινωνιών, Γρα-
φείου Οικουμενικών Σχέσεων, κατασκηνωτικού 
προγράμματος Ιωνικό Χωριό, θρησκευτικής 
παιδείας, διοικητικών θεμάτων, αναπτύξεως, 
πληροφοριακών συστημάτων και διαδικτύου, 
τάγματος των Αρχόντων του Οικουμενικού 
Πατριαρχείου, οικονομικών, Κέντρου Φροντί-

δος της Οικογενείας, λογίας και οικονομικής 
επιστασίας. Ελληνικής παιδείας και τέλος 
έκθεση πεπραγμένων του Ιερού Ιδρύματος 
Αγίου Φωτίου. 

Ο Αρχιεπίσκοπος Δημήτριος μετέφερε 
και πάλι προς τα μέλη του Αρχιεπισκοπικού 
Συμβουλίου τις ευχές και ευλογίες του Πανα-
γιωτάτου Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου κ. Βαρ-
θολομαίου, εξέφρασε την ευγνωμοσύνη του 
προς τα μέλη του Συμβουλίου και ζήτησε από 
όλους να προσευχηθούν κατ’ ιδίαν για τον Μη-
τροπολίτη Μελόης Φιλόθεο, ο οποίος ασθενεί. 
(σσ: ο Μητροπολίτης Φιλόθεος απεβίωσε πέντε 
ημέρες μετά στις 10 Μαΐου 2017, βλ. διπλανή 
στήλη). Τέλος, ο Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου κ. Ιά-
κωβος εξέφρασε τις δικές του ευχαριστίες προς 
το σώμα και έκανε την καταληκτήρια προσευχή.

Φ ωτογρ α φ ί ε ς :  ht t ps : / / f l i c . kr / s /
aHskWkTY1o

Ορθόδοξος Παρατηρητής
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Ἡ Α. Θ. Παναγιότης, ὁ Πατριάρχης, 
ἔφθασε τήν Πέμπτην, 20ήν Ἀπριλίου, εἰς 
Ἑλβετίαν, προκειμένου νά προστῇ τῶν διορ-
γανωθεισῶν ἑορταστικῶν ἐκδηλώσεων ἐπί 
τῇ συμπληρώσει πεντηκονταετίας ἀπό τῆς 
ἱδρύσεως τοῦ ἐν Chambésy Γενεύης Ὀρθοδό-
ξου Κέντρου τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου 
καί εἰκοσαετοῦς λειτουργίας τοῦ παρ’αὐτῷ 
Ἰνστιτούτου Μεταπτυχιακῶν Σπουδῶν Ὀρθο-
δόξου Θεολογίας. 

Ἡ τιμία Πατριαρχική Συνοδεία κατά 
τήν ἱεραποδημίαν ταύτην ἀπηρτίζετο ἐκ τῶν 
Σεβ. Μητροπολίτου Σηλυβρίας κ. Μαξίμου, 
Πανοσιολ. Διακόνου κ. Ἰωακείμ, Ὑπογραμ-
ματέως τῆς Ἁγίας καί Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου, καί 
Ἐντιμ. κ. Μαρίου Ταρίνα, ὑπαλλήλου τῶν 
Πατριαρχείων.

Ἡ κεντρική ἑορταστική ἐκδήλωσις τῶν 
προαναφερθεισῶν ἐπετείων ἐπραγματοποιή-
θη τήν πρωΐαν τῆς 22ας Ἀπριλίου, ἐν τῷ παρά 
τῷ Ὀρθοδόξῳ Κέντρῳ Ἱ. Πατριαρχικῷ καί 
Σταυροπηγιακῷ Ναῷ τοῦ Ἁγίου Ἀποστόλου 
τῶν Ἐθνῶν Παύλου, τῇ συμμετοχῇ τοῦ Προ-
ϊσταμένου τοῦ Κέντρου Σεβ. Μητροπολίτου 
Ἑλβετίας κ. Ἱερεμίου, τοῦ Βοηθοῦ αὐτοῦ 
Ἐπισκόπου Θεοφ. Λαμψάκου κ. Μακαρί-
ου, ἄλλων κληρικῶν καί ἐκπροσώπων τῆς 
Ἑλληνικῆς Πολιτείας, καθώς ἐπίσης καί τῶν 
εἰδικῶς πρός τοῦτο προσελθόντων Σεβ. 
Μητροπολιτῶν Γέροντος Χαλκηδόνος κ. 
Ἀθανασίου, Προέδρου τοῦ Δ.Σ. τοῦ Ὀρθο-
δόξου Κέντρου, Γερμανίας κ. Αὐγουστίνου 
καί Νέας Ἰωνίας καί Φιλαδελφείας κ. Γαβριήλ, 
τοῦ Νουντσίου παρά τοῖς ἐν Γενεύῃ Διεθνέσιν 
Ὀργανισμοῖς Σεβ. Ἀρχιεπισκόπου κ. Ivan 
Jurkovic, τοῦ Ρωμαιοκαθολικοῦ Ἐπισκόπου 
Γενεύης, Φριβούργου καί Λωζάννης Σεβ. κ. 
Charles Morerod, τῶν μελῶν τοῦ Δ.Σ. τοῦ Κέ-
ντρου, Ἀρχόντων Ὀφφικιαλίων τῆς Μητρός 
Ἐκκλησίας καί πλήθους κόσμου.

Μετά τήν προσφώνησιν τοῦ Προϊστα-
μένου τοῦ Κέντρου πρός τόν Πατριάρχην, 
ὡμίλησαν οἱ Καθηγηταί Ὁσιολ. Δρ. Guido 
Vergauwen, πρώην Πρύτανις τοῦ Πανεπι-
στημίου Φριβούργου, καί Αἰδεσιμολ. Δρ. 
Hans Christoph Ascani, Ἀντιπρύτανις τοῦ 
Πανεπιστημίου Γενεύης, ἐπί τῆς ἁρμονικῆς 
καί ἐποικοδομητικῆς συνεργασίας τῶν 
ἐκπαιδευτικῶν ἱδρυμάτων αὐτῶν μετά τοῦ 
ἐν Σαμπεζύ Ἰνστιτούτου Μεταπτυχιακῶν 
Σπουδῶν Ὀρθοδόξου Θεολογίας˙ ὁ Πανιερ. 
Ἀρχιεπ. Τελμησοῦ κ. Ἰώβ, ἐπί τῆς προόδου 
τῶν Διεκκλησιαστικῶν σχέσεων κατά τήν 
εἰκοσιπενταετίαν τῆς Πατριαρχείας τοῦ 
Παναγιωτάτου˙ ὁ ὑπεύθυνος διοικήσεως 
καί προσωπικοῦ τοῦ Ὀρθοδόξου Κέντρου 
Θεοφ. Ἐπίσκοπος Λαμψάκου κ. Μακάριος, 
ἐπί τῆς λειτουργικῆς καί πνευματικῆς ζωῆς 
τῶν οἰκοτρόφων σπουδαστῶν τοῦ ἐν αὐτῷ 
Ἰνστιτούτου˙ οἱ Ἐντιμολ. Καθηγηταί κ. Βλά-
σιος Φειδᾶς, Κοσμήτωρ, ἐπί τῶν Διορθοδό-
ξων σχέσεων, καί Κων/νος Δεληκωσταντῆς, 
ἐπί τῆς οἰκολογικῆς καί τῆς κοινωνικῆς 
εὐθύνης τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριάρχου 
Βαρθολομαίου καί, ἐν κατακλεῖδι, ὁ Πα-
τριάρχης, ὁ Ὁποῖος ἐξῇρε τό γεγονός ὅτι 
«οἱ ἱδρυτικοί στόχοι εὐθύνης τοῦ Κέντρου 
ἐξεπληρώθησαν πολυμερῶς καί πολυτρό-
πως διά τῆς ὀργανώσεως, κατά τήν μέχρι 
τοῦδε πορείαν αὐτοῦ, διαχριστιανικῶν καί 
διορθοδόξων συνεδρίων, τῆς ἐκδόσεως 
θεολογικῶν μελετῶν, τῆς καλλιεργείας 
πνεύματος διαλόγου μετά πάντων τῶν χρι-
στιανῶν καί μετά μονοθεϊστικῶν θρησκειῶν, 
ἀλλὰ καί μετά πάντων τῶν ἀνθρώπων καλῆς 
θελήσεως», καθώς ἐπίσης καί τό ὅτι «τὸ 
Κέντρον τοῦτο, ἔργον συναντήσεως τῆς 
πίστεως τῶν ἀνθρώπων μέ τήν δύναμιν τοῦ 
Θεοῦ», ὑπῆρξε τό ἱερόν ἐργαστήριον τῆς 
προπαρασκευῆς ἐπί τεσσαράκοντα συναπτά 
ἔτη τῆς χάριτι Θεοῦ συγκληθείσης κατά τό 
παρελθόν ἔτος ἐν Κρήτῃ Ἁγίας καὶ Μεγάλης 
Συνόδου τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας.

Παραλλήλως, ὑπεγράμμισεν ὁ Πατρι-
άρχης τήν ἐπί εἰκοσαετίαν ὅλην ἐπιτυχῆ 
λειτουργίαν τοῦ ἀκαδημαϊκοῦ βραχίονος 
τοῦ Κέντρου, ἤτοι τοῦ παρ’αὐτῷ Ἰνστιτού-
του Ὀρθοδόξου Θεολογίας, “ὡς πνευματι-
κοῦ φυτωρίου, καταρτίζοντος στελέχη ἐξ 
ἁπασῶν τῶν κατά τόπους Ἁγιωτάτων Ὀρθο-

δόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν, χρήσιμα διά τάς ἀνάγκας 
αὐτῶν, ἐξειδικευμένα εἰς τήν διεξαγωγήν 
διορθοδόξων καί διαχριστιανικῶν διαλό-
γων”, κατέκλεισε δέ τονίσας ὅτι «διά τοῦ 
ἐν Σαμπεζύ Γενεύης Ὀρθοδόξου Κέντρου ἡ 
Μήτηρ Ἁγία τοῦ Χριστοῦ Μεγάλη Ἐκκλησία 
τῆς Κωνσταντινουπόλεως προσφέρει εἰς σύ-
νολον τὴν Ἐκκλησίαν καί τήν ἐπιστήμην τῆς 
Θεολογίας θησαυρόν πολύτιμον μαρτυρίας 
ἐκκλησιαστικῆς, θεολογικῆς, συνοδικῆς, 
οἰκουμενικῆς καί γενικώτερον πανανθρω-
πίνης καὶ παγκοσμίου».

Τήν μεσημβρίαν παρετέθη δεξίωσις εἰς 
τάς ἐγκαταστάσεις τοῦ Κέντρου πρός τιμήν 
τοῦ Πατριάρχου, τῇ συμμετοχῇ πάντων τῶν 
προσελθόντων εἰς τήν ἐπετειακήν ἐκδήλω-
σιν. Ἀργότερον, κατά τήν Ἀκολουθίαν τοῦ 
Ἑσπερινοῦ τῆς Κυριακῆς τοῦ Ἀντίπασχα 
ἐν τῷ αὐτῷ Ἱ. Ναῷ ἐχοροστάτησεν ὁ Σεβ. 
Μητροπολίτης Ἑλβετίας κ. Ἱερεμίας, ὁ δέ 
Πατριάρχης συμπροσηυχήθη ἀπό τοῦ Ἱεροῦ 
Βήματος, ἐνῷ ἀκολούθως ἀνέγνω Τρισάγιον 
πρό τοῦ ἐν τῷ περιβόλῳ τοῦ Κέντρου τάφου 
τοῦ ἀειμνήστου Μητροπολίτου Ἀδριανου-
πόλεως κυροῦ Δαμασκηνοῦ, πρώτου Ποιμε-
νάρχου τῆς ἐν ἔτει 1982 συσταθείσης Ἱερᾶς 
Μητροπόλεως Ἑλβετίας, Προϊσταμένου τοῦ 
Κέντρου καί Γραμματέως ἐπί τῆς Προπαρα-
σκευῆς τῆς Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης Συνόδου ἐπί 
μακράν σειράν ἐτῶν.

Τήν ἑπομένην, Κυριακήν τοῦ Θωμᾶ, 
23ην Ἀπριλίου 2017, ὁ Πατριάρχης ἐτέλε-
σεν ἐν τῷ ὑπερπληρωθέντι ἐξ εὐλαβῶν 
Ὀρθοδόξων Χριστιανῶν ποικίλης ἐθνικῆς 
καταγωγῆς Ἱερῷ Σταυροπηγιακῷ Ναῷ τοῦ 
Ἀποστόλου Παύλου τήν Θείαν Λειτουργίαν, 
ἐν συλλειτουργίᾳ μετά τῶν Σεβ. Μητρο-
πολιτῶν Γέροντος Χαλκηδόνος, Ἑλβετίας, 
Γερμανίας, Νέας Ἰωνίας καί Φιλαδελφείας 
καί Σηλυβρίας, τοῦ Πανιερ. Ἀρχιεπισκό-
που Τελμησσοῦ καί τοῦ Θεοφ. Ἐπισκόπου 
Λαμψάκου, καθ΄ἥν τό Ἀποστολικόν Ἀνά-
γνωσμα, τό Σύμβολον τῆς Πίστεως καί ἡ 
Κυριακή Προσευχή ἀνεγνώσθησαν ἑλλη-
νιστί καί γαλλιστί. Ὁμιλήσας ἀμέσως μετά 
τήν Εὐαγγελικήν περικοπήν τῆς ἡμέρας ὁ 
Πατριάρχης, ἐπίσης ἑλληνιστί καί γαλλιστί, 
ὑπεγράμμισεν ὅτι ἡ ἵδρυσις ἐν Σαμπεζύ Γε-
νεύης πρό πεντήκοντα ἐτῶν τοῦ Ὀρθοδόξου 
Κέντρου τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου 
«ἀπετέλεσεν ἐν τῇ πράξει ἐκδήλωσιν τῆς 
ὀφειλετικῆς διακονίας αὐτοῦ πρός τόν ὅλον 
θεσμόν τῆς Ἐκκλησίας τοῦ Χριστοῦ, ἐν 
πνεύματι εὐαγγελικῆς ταπεινώσεως καί ἀνυ-
ποκρίτου ἀγάπης πρός πάντας ἀνθρώπους, 
ἀνεξαρτήτως γλωσσικῶν καί πολιτιστικῶν 
παραδόσεων, καθώς τό Κέντρον τοῦ Σα-
μπεζύ διηκόνησε κατά τήν πεντηκονταετῆ 
ἱστορικήν διαδρομήν αὐτοῦ τήν διορθόδο-
ξον συνεργασίαν καί ἀπεκάλυψε τήν ἐν ἑνό-
τητι ὁμόφωνον, πάντοτε, συνεργασίαν τῆς 
Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας καί τήν διατύπωσιν 
τῆς ἑνιαίας φωνῆς αὐτῆς εἰς πολλά ἀπασχο-
λοῦντα τόν σύγχρονον κόσμον ζητήματα». 
Ἅπαξ ἔτι ἐμνήσθη μετ΄εὐγνωμοσύνης τῶν 
συμβαλόντων, ἐπωνύμων καί ἀνωνύμων, 
εἰς τό «κατόρθωμα τοῦτο», ἀπό τοῦ ἀλή-
στου μνήμης Πατριάρχου Ἀθηναγόρου, τῶν 
Μητροπολιτῶν Χαλκηδόνος Μελίτωνος καί 
τοῦ ἀπό Ἑλβετίας Ἀδριανουπόλεως Δαμα-
σκηνοῦ, τῶν μεγάλων εὐεργετῶν αὐτοῦ, 
μέ πρώτους τόν Γεώργιον καί τήν Κατίγκω 
Λαιμοῦ, μέχρι καί τῆς νῦν διοικήσεως αὐτοῦ.

Μετά τό πέρας τῆς Θείας Λειτουργί-
ας, εἰς ἥν συμπροσηυχήθησαν πάντες οἱ 
τήν προτεραίαν προσελθόντες ἐπίσημοι, ὁ 
Πατριάρχης ἐχειροθέτησεν εἰς τό ὀφφίκιον 
τοῦ Ἀρχιμανδρίτου τῆς Ἁγ. Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως τόν Ὁσιολ. Ἱερομό-
ναχον κ. Φώτιον Τσάμην, ἐκ τῶν ἀποφοίτων 
τοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου Μεταπτυχιακῶν Σπουδῶν 
καί στέλεχος νῦν τῆς ἐν Γενεύῃ ἱερᾶς στέγης 
τῆς Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας.

Τήν Δευτέραν, 24ην ἰδίου, ὁ Πατριάρχης 
ἐπεσκέφθη τήν ἕδραν τοῦ Παγκοσμίου Συμ-
βουλίου Ἐκκλησιῶν, ὑπαντηθείς τιμητικῶς 
ὑπό τοῦ Αἰδεσιμολ. Δρος Olav Fykse Tveit, 
Γενικοῦ Γραμματέως αὐτοῦ, τοῦ Ἐντιμολ. 
Δρος Γεωργίου Λαιμοπούλου, προσφάτως 
ἀφυπηρετήσαντος Ἀναπληρωτοῦ Γεν. Γραμ-

ματέως, καί τῆς Δρος Isabel Apawo Phiri, 
διαδόχου αὐτοῦ. Μετά σύντομον ἐπίσκεψιν 
εἰς τά Γραφεῖα τοῦ Γεν. Γραμματέως, τῆς 
ὑπό τόν Πανιερ. Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον Τελμησσοῦ 
Ἀντιπροσωπείας τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατρι-
αρχείου παρά τῷ Συμβουλίῳ καί τοῦ Δρος 
Γεωργίου Λαιμοπούλου, ὅστις ἐπεφορτίσθη 
μέ τήν ὀργάνωσιν τῶν ἑορτασμῶν τῆς 70ῆς 
ἐπετείου ἱδρύσεως τοῦ Π.Σ.Ε. (1948–2018), 
ἀπηύθυνεν ἀγγλιστί ἐμπνευσμένην ὁμιλίαν 
εἰς τήν Αἴθουσαν Τελετῶν «Visser’t Hooft» 
τοῦ Συμβουλίου ἐπί τῶν ἐπιτευγμάτων τῆς 
ἐν Κρήτῃ συνελθούσης Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης 
Συνόδου τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας, καί 
ἐπί τῆς γενομένης ὑπό τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου ἀφιερώσεως τοῦ τρέχοντος 
ἔτους εἰς τήν προστασίαν τῆς ἱερότητος 
τῆς παιδικῆς ἡλικίας, ἐνῷ ἀνεφέρθη καί εἰς 
συγχρόνους περιβαλλοντικάς προκλήσεις 
σχετιζομένας πρός τό πόσιμον ὕδωρ καί 
τήν βιομηχανικήν παραγωγήν ἐμφιαλωμέ-
νου τοιούτου, παρουσίᾳ πλήθους στελεχῶν 
τοῦ Διαχριστιανικοῦ τούτου Ὀργανισμοῦ, 
καθώς καί πάντων τῶν προαναφερθέντων 
ἐπισήμων. Μετά τάς ἀντιφωνήσεις τοῦ 
Γενικοῦ Γραμματέως τοῦ Π.Σ.Ε. καί τῆς 
Δρος Phiri, τό Συμβούλιον παρέθεσεν ἐπί-
σημον γεῦμα πρός τιμήν τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ 
Πατριάρχου Βαρθολομαίου ἐν ἰδιαιτέρᾳ 
αἰθούσῃ τῶν ἐγκαταστάσεών του, κατά 
τήν διάρκειαν τοῦ ὁποίου ἀντηλλάγησαν 
ἀναμνηστικά δῶρα.

Ἀκολούθως, ὁ Πατριάρχης καί ἡ τιμία 
Συνοδεία Αὐτοῦ ἀνεχώρησαν ἐκ τῆς ἕδρας 
τοῦ Π.Σ.Ε. μέ προορισμόν τό παρά τούς 
πρόποδας τῶν Ἄλπεων Καντόνιον τοῦ 
Φριβούργου καί τήν ὁμώνυμον μεσαιω-
νικήν πρωτεύουσαν πόλιν αὐτοῦ, ἔνθα 
ἐπεσκέφθη ἐν ἀρχῇ τόν Ρωμαιοκαθολικόν 
Καθεδρικόν Ναόν τοῦ Ἁγίου Νικολάου, 
προσφωνηθείς ὑπό τοῦ Προϊσταμένου 
αὐτοῦ, Πανοσιολ. Chanoine κ. Claude 
Ducarroz καί ἀντιφωνήσας καταλλήλως, 
ηὐλόγησε τό πυκνόν ἐκκλησίασμα ἐκ κλη-
ρικῶν, μοναχῶν καί πιστῶν τῆς τοπικῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας, καί προσεκύνησε τά τεθησαυ-
ρισμένα ἐν αὐτῷ ἱερά λείψανα τοῦ Ἁγίου 
Νικολάου, Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Μύρων, τοῦ 
Θαυματουργοῦ.

Ἐν συνεχείᾳ, ὁ Πατριάρχης μετέβη εἰς 
τό ἱδρυθέν ἐν ἔτει 1889 Πανεπιστήμιον τοῦ 
Φριβούργου, ὑπαντηθείς ἐν αὐτῶ τιμητικῶς 
ὑπό τῆς Ἐλλογιμ. Καθηγητρίας Astrid 
Epiney, Πρυτάνεως αὐτοῦ, καί τῶν Ὁσιολ. 
Καθηγητῶν Guido Vergauwen, πρώην Πρυ-
τάνεως, καί Luc Devillers, Κοσμήτορος τῆς 
Θεολογικῆς Σχολῆς.

Τήν ἑπομένην, Τρίτην, 25ην ἰδίου, ὁ 
Πατριάρχης, συνοδευόμενος ὑπό τοῦ Σεβ. 
Μητροπολίτου Γαλλίας κ. Ἐμμανουήλ καί 
τῶν ἐκ Κωνσταντινουπόλεως συνοδῶν Του, 
μετέβη εἰς Βουργουνδίαν καί ἐπεσκέφθη τήν 
πολυπληθῆ Διαχριστιανικήν Μοναστικήν 
Κοινότητα τοῦ Taizé, ὑπαντηθείς τιμητικῶς 
ὑπό τοῦ ἀδ. Alois, Ἡγουμένου, καί ὁλοκλή-
ρου τῆς Ἀδελφότητος, ὡδηγήθη δέ εἶτα εἰς 
τόν ἀφιερωμένον «εἰς τήν συμφιλίωσιν καί 
τήν καταλλαγήν» λατρευτικόν χῶρον αὐτῆς, 
ἔνθα παρηκολούθησε τήν μεσημβρινήν προ-
σευχήν, παρουσίᾳ 1.500 περίπου, νέων, κυρί-
ως, φίλων καί ἐπισκεπτῶν τῆς Κοινότητος. 
Ἀκολούθως, προσηυχήθη εἰς τό Ὀρθόδοξον 
παρεκκλήσιον τῆς Κοινότητος, εὐλογήσας 
τούς εἰδικῶς πρός τοῦτο προσελθόντας 
κληρικούς τῆς Ἱ. Μητροπόλεως Γαλλίας καί 
τούς παρεπιδημοῦντας Ὀρθοδόξους νέους ἐκ 
Ρωσσίας, Γεωργίας καί ἄλλων χωρῶν, ἀπέθε-
σεν ἄνθη εἰς τόν ἐν τῷ αὐλείῳ χώρῳ κείμενον 
τάφον τοῦ μακαριστοῦ ἀδ. Roger, ἱδρυτοῦ 
τῆς Κοινότητος, σχόντος τραγικόν τέλος, 
ἐπεσκέφθη τό Ρωμανικόν Παρεκκλήσιον καί, 
ἐν τέλει, ηὐλόγησε τό πρός τιμήν Του παρα-
τεθέν ἐν τῇ τραπέζῃ τῆς Κοινότητος γεῦμα, 
τῇ συμμετοχῇ καί τοῦ Ρωμαιοκαθολικοῦ 
Ἐπισκόπου Autun Σεβ. κ. Benoît Rivière. Τοι-
ουτοτρόπως κατεκλείσθη ἡ εἰς Ἑλβετίαν καί 
Γαλλίαν ἱεραποδημία τῆς Α.Θ.Παναγιότητος, 
τοῦ Πατριάρχου, ὁ Ὁποῖος τήν πρωΐαν τῆς 
Τετάρτης, 26ης ἰδίου, ἀνεχώρησε δι’ἰδιωτικοῦ 
ἀεροσκάφους εἰς Αἴγυπτον.

Eπίσκεψις Οἰκ. Πατριάρχου εἰς Ἑλβετίαν καί Γαλλίαν

γκλησιν καί διά τήν ὁλοκλήρωσιν τοῦ νἔργου 
τῆς Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης Συνόδου, ἀλλά καί διά 
τήν συμπαράστασιν τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος 
πρός ἐπίλυσιν τῶν χρονίων προβλημάτων καί 
τῶν μαστιζουσῶν τάς αὐτοκεφάλους κατά 
τόπους Ἐκκλησίας ἀποσχιστικῶν τάσεων. 
Ἐκ παραλλήλου, ἀνεφέρθη εἰς τήν πεντηκο-
νταετῆ ὑποστήριξιν, τήν ὁποίαν παρέσχε τό 
Ὀρθόδοξον Κέντρον εἰς τήν Γραμματείαν ἐπί 
τῆς Προπαρασκευῆς τῆς Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης 
Συνόδου, ὡς καί εἰς τάς συνελεύσεις τῆς Διορ-
θοδόξου Προπαρασκευαστικῆς Ἐπιτροπῆς καί 
τῶν Προσυνοδικῶν Πανορθοδόξων Διασκέ-
ψεων. Σέλος, ὑπεγράμμισεν τόν πανηγυρικόν 
χαρακτῆρα τῶν ἐκδηλώσεων διά τήν ὁλοκλή-
ρωσιν τῆς Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης Συνόδου, διά τῆς 
ὁποίας καθιερώθη ἐπισήμως καί συνοδικῶς ὁ 
εἰσαχθείς ὑπό τῆς Α. Π. Παναγιότητος θεσμός 
τῆς Ἱερᾶς Συνάξεως τῶν Προκαθημένων τῶν 
αὐτοκεφάλων Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν.

Ὁ Σεβ. Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Τελμησσοῦ κ. Ἰώβ, 
καθηγητής τοῦ Μεταπτυχιακοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου, 
ἀνεφέρθη συνοπτικῶς εἰς τόν καθοριστικόν 
ρόλον τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Θρόνου διά τήν 
σύστασιν θεσμικοῦ ὀργάνου προωθήσεως τοῦ 
διαλόγου μεταξύ τῶν χριστιανικῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν 
καί Ὁμολογιῶν κατά τό πρότυπον τῶν λοιπῶν 
διεθνῶν Ὀργανισμῶν, ἀλλά καί διά τήν ὑπερε-
κατονταετῆ διαδικασίαν διαχριστιανικοῦ δια-
λόγου καί τάς διαδοχικάς φάσεις αὐτοῦ. Εἰς τά 
πλαίσια αὐτά, ἀνεφέρθη εἰς τούς 3 διμερεῖς Θεο-
λογικούς διαλόγους τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας 
μετά τῶν Ἀγγλικανῶν, τῶν Παλαιοκαθολικῶν, 
τῶν Ρωμαιοκαθολικῶν, τῶν Λουθηρανῶν, τῶν 
Προχαλκηδονίων καί τῶν Μετερρυθμισμένων, 
ὡς καί εἰς τό σημεῖον εἰς τό ὁποῖον εὑρίσκονται 
ἕκαστος ἐξ αὐτῶν. Εἰς τό πέρας τῆς Ὁμιλίας του 
ὑπεγράμμισε τάς σχετικάς πρός τούς ἀνωτέρω 
διμερεῖς διαλόγους ἀποφάσεις τῆς Ἀγίας καί 
Μεγάλης Συνόδου, εἰς τάς ὁποίας τονίζονται 
τόσον ἡ ἀναγκαιότης τῶν διαλόγων, ὅσον καί 
αἱ  ἀναγκαῖαι θεολογικαί προϋποθέσεις διά τήν 
διεξαγωγήν αὐτῶν.

Ὁ Θεοφ. Ἐπίσκοπος Λαμψάκου κ. Μα-
κάριος, διακονῶν τό Ὀρθόδοξον Κέντρον 
καί ὑπό τήν ἰδιότητα τοῦ πνευματικοῦ τῶν 
φοιτητῶν αὐτοῦ ἐτόνισεν ὅτι εἷς ἐκ τῶν 
σκοπῶν τοῦ Ὀρθοδόξου Κέντρου ἦτο καί ἡ 
συνεχής βίωσις τοῦ ἀνεξαντλήτου πλούτου τῆς 
ὀρθοδόξου λειτουργικῆς ζωῆς καί ἀσκητικῆς 
πνευματικότητος, εἰς τήν ὁποίαν καλοῦνται 
καί συμμετέχουν μετά προθυμίας οἱ  φοιτηταί, 
ἕκαστος κατά τάς δυνατότητας αὐτοῦ ἀναλαμ-
βάνοντες ἐκκλησιαστικά διακονήματα εἰς τό 
λατρευτικόν βίον τοῦ Ὀρθοδόξου Κέντρου, 
γινόμενοι οὕτω πρότυπα καί διά τό ὀρθόδοξον 
πλήρωμα τῶν κατά τόπους ἐνοριῶν.   Ἡ κοινή 
λατρευτική ζωή τῶν προερχομένων ἀπό δια-
φόρους ὀρθοδόξους Ἐκκλησίας φοιτητῶν τοῦ 
Ἰνστιτούτου καί ἡ κοινή προσευχή αὐτῶν, ἰδίᾳ 
δέ μετά τῆς συμμετοχῆς ἀρχιερέων ἀπό πάσας 
τάς κατά τόπους Ὀρθοδόξους Ἐκκλησίας 
κατά τάς διορθοδόξους καί πανορθοδόξους 
συνελεύσεις, ἀποτελεῖ  ἁπτήν ἀπόδειξι, διά 
τῆς προσευχῆς, τῆς ἑνότητος τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
Ἐκκλησίας καί τοῦ πλούτου τῆς λατρευτικῆς 
παραδόσεως αὐτῆς.

Ὁ Ἐλλογ. Καθηγητής κ. Β. Φειδᾶς, Κο-
σμήτωρ ἀπό τοῦ ἔτους 2003 τοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου 
Μεταπτυχιακῶν Σπουδῶν, ἀνεφέρθη εἰς τάς 
πολυχρόνους προσπαθείας διά τήν προώθησιν 
καί τήν καρποφόρον λειτουργίαν τῶν διορθο-
δόξων σχέσεων. Στό μέγα καί ἱστορικόν γεγο-
νός ὅλων τῶν ἐκδηλώσεων εἶναι ἡ σύγκλησις 
καί ἡ ὁλοκλήρωσις τοῦ ἔργου τῆς Ἁγίας καί 
Μεγάλης Συνόδου διά τήν ἐφεξῆς εὔρυθμον 
καί κατά κανόνα ἐκκλησιαστικόν λειτουργίαν 
τῶν διορθοδόξων καί τῶν διεκκλησιαστικῶν 
σχέσεων, ἐκφράζουσα οὕτω τήν ἀδιάκοπον 
συνέχειαν τῆς συνοδικῆς συνειδήσεως καί τό 
ἐκκλησιολογικόν βάθος τῆς κανονικῆς παρα-
δόσεως τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας.

Ὁ  Ἐλλογ. Καθηγητής κ. Κ. Δεληκω-
σταντῆς εἰς τήν ὁμιλίαν αὐτοῦ ἀνεφέρθη εἰς 
τήν οἰκολογικήν καί κοινωνικήν εὐαισθησίαν 
τῆς Α. Θ. Παναγιότητος.

Ο ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟΣ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗΣ ΣΤΗΝ ΕΔΡΑ 
ΤΟΥ ΠΑΓΚΟΣΜΙΟΥ ΣΥΜΒΟΥΛΙΟΥ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΩΝ
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Metropolis News

O.O: Metropolitan Isaiah, you have 
a long association with Hellenic Col-
lege Holy Cross School of Theology, as 
a student and later as an administrator 
serving as director of student life, dean 
of students and dean of administrative 
affairs. What are some of the highlights 
of your experiences there, and how 
would you compare the school then 
with the present day? What are some 
important distinctions?

METROPOLITAN ISAIAH: I had 
the unique opportunity to live at the 
seminary for a combined 15 years: six 
as a student, (1954-60), eight as dean of 
students, (1971-79), one as president, 
(1997-98).

As a student I enjoyed the closed 
environment where we had common 
meals as family and specific times for 
sleep, study, and recreation. This prob-
ably was the case because of my previous 
military experience. As well, I felt that 
the theological education and priestly 
formation I received prepared me well 
for my future ministries; pastoral and 
administrative.

As dean of students, I valued the 
relationships established among an-
other generation of future clergy of our 
Archdiocese, many relationships which 
continue strong to this day.  Likewise, 
during my time as dean of students I 
converted the administration annex to a 
women’s dormitory when the teacher’s 
college at Saint Basil Academy had 
closed in 1973, and at least 50 women 
students became part of the campus. 
The concept of seminary was still active 
with the common meals which strength-
ened the family-type of environment.

As president, I thoroughly enjoyed 
my work at the School. Having lived 
there and participated in the life of the 
School for 14 previous years, I brought 
a broad, long-range perspective to the 
position. Although I was asked to ac-
cept a second year as president, I had to 
return to Denver to begin the fundrais-
ing efforts for what would become our 
Metropolis Center.

I believe that the School has been 
changing, but the centrality of the litur-
gical practice in campus life remains 
a constant, and is the focus of those 
who wish to serve Christ’s Church in 
America.

O.O: Were there members of your 
family who were clergymen dedicated 
to the Church who inspired you?  Did 
anyone in your early life have a major 
influence in your becoming a priest? 
Was there another field that you were 
interested in other than the priesthood?

METROPOLITAN: My identity as a 
Greek Orthodox Christian was constant 
in my life from a youngster, a teenager, 
and as an adult.

Many young people think of differ-
ent occupations as they grow up. While 
in high school, I had thought for a time 

Metropolitan Isaiah Prays, Presides over Vast Territory
Editor’s note: This is the third in a 
series of e-mail interviews conducted 
by contributor Dean Sirigos with each 
of the Metropolitans of the Archdio-
cese. Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver is 
featured.

 by Constantine S. Sirigos

of becoming an architect. It was not 
until after my service to our country in 
the United States Marine Corps that I 
decided to attend the seminary.

O.O: After graduating from Holy 
Cross Seminary you undertook graduate 
studies at the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s 
Seminary of Halki. What did your studies 
focus on at Halki and later at the Univer-
sity of Thessaloniki, where you earned 
a second master’s degree?

METROPOLITAN: My studies at 
Halki and at Thessaloniki were a great 
opportunity to further my theological 
understanding of the Gospel and the 
practical application of Christ’s message 
within the context of the Church.

O.O: How would you describe your 
Halki experience and the importance 
to Orthodoxy of reopening the School?

METROPOLITAN:  I am very grate-
ful that I attended Halki because it af-
forded me the opportunity to live and 
study in proximity to our Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.

The long-delayed re-opening of 
the Theological School at Halki is of 
great importance to the stability of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. It is essential 
for the Mother Church to have the abil-
ity to educate and train its leadership. 
Renewed tensions in the Middle East, 
geo-political pressures, and religious 
intolerance have kept the doors of this 
historic school closed, but it is my hope 
that they will soon be opened once again.

O.O: You served with distinction 
in the U.S. Marine Corps in Korea. 
What did you learn about service and 
leadership from that experience that 
has illuminated your life as a member 
and leader of the Church, especially 
the challenges you faced as chancellor 
of both the Diocese of Chicago and the 
Archdiocese, and as Metropolitan of 
Denver?

METROPOLITAN:  My service in 
the U.S. Marines was a real blessing to 
me because I have always desired to see 
society, small and great, exist peacefully 
and orderly. Witnessing strong lead-
ers and the harmonious order in the 
Marines was a powerful example in my 

life as to how an advanced civilization 
should function. In some ways, our hi-
erarchical structure functions similarly 
to the military and there are certainly 
lessons that are applicable to the admin-
istration of the Church.

O.O: What are some of the impor-
tant ministries of your Metropolis, such 
as Camp Emmanuel?

METROPOLITAN:  Obviously 
the most important ministries have to 
do with living our Apostolic faith. It is 
important for all Orthodox Christians 
to understand that our Christianity is 
not lived in a bubble, or just on Sunday 
mornings, but rather that our faith and 
experience of Jesus Christ permeates 
every aspect of our lives. Each year at 
Camp Emmanuel I witness a beautiful 
combination of faith and fun in the same 
program. It is an important chance for 
our youth to step away from the daily 
stresses of school, family, and social life 
to focus intently on Christ in a dedicated 
Christian environment.

Likewise, the annual St. John Chryso-
stom Oratorical Festival has had a won-
derful impact on young people of the Me-
tropolis of Denver. It is truly inspiring to 
witness them expressing their Orthodox 
Christian faith in their own words, and I 
must admit that I’ve gotten many good 
sermon ideas from their presentations.

O.O: What are your special chal-
lenges, problems, in presiding over the 
largest Metropolis in area and its far-
flung parishes?

METROPOLITAN: Two specific 
challenges come immediately to mind 
and they are distances and demograph-
ics.  The Metropolis of Denver consists 

of 50 parishes spread out over 12 entire 
states and a portion of two other states. 
This is 1.3 million square miles, stretch-
ing from the Canadian border to the 
Mexican border; and Utah to western 
Missouri. This reality means that only a 
handful of parishes are within a reason-
able driving distance, so much of my 
travel for pastoral visits is by airplane. 
Given these vast distances, the estab-
lishing and maintaining relationships 
between parishes and parishioners is a 
great challenge.

Additionally, a challenge exists for 
the Metropolis of Denver in that it is the 
largest in geographic size, but it is the 
smallest in members – less than 10,000 
families in the fifty parishes. Although 
the Metropolis of Denver has one of 
the highest, if not the highest, average 
amount of stewardship annually per 
steward family, our smaller numbers 
relative to other Metropolises create 
financial strain, which affects the entire 
Metropolis.

O.O: Your first assignment as a 
priest was assistant pastor at Holy Trinity 
Church in Salt Lake City, and years later 
becoming Bishop of Denver. How did 
you feel about returning to that part of 
the country? 

METROPOLITAN: I feel very fortu-
nate to have returned to the mountain, 
plains, and southwestern states. My 
time in Salt Lake City in a way prepared 
me for my later ministry as the hierarch 
of the Metropolis of Denver. There is 
a certain isolation that is felt among 
some clergy and laity in parishes which 
are not in close proximity to others. 
This of course is an added challenge 
to the regular responsibilities of parish 
ministry. For this reason, I have made it 
a priority to stress communication, con-
nectedness, and relationships among 
the various parishes of the Metropolis.

O.O: How do you communicate 
your vision for the Metropolis to the 
clergy and what was discussed at the 
recent annual pre-lenten clergy retreat? 

METROPOLITAN: Beginning with 
our Metropolis Clergy/Laity Assembly 
in 2011, a focus has been placed on the 
health and growth of the parishes of the 
Metropolis of Denver. 

Over the past eight years we have 
used various means of communicating 
the importance of not only preserving 
our faith and heritage, but sharing them 
with our local communities and our so-
ciety in general. Clergy-laity assemblies, 
clergy syndesmos retreats, webinars, 
and written communications have all 
been utilized to convey this important 
message.

Spiritual Messages
Repentance

Matt. 3:2 – “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (John the Baptist)
Matt. 4:17 – “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

(Jesus at start of His ministry)
Mark 1:15 – “Repent and believe in the gospel.” (Jesus)

Luke 13: 3, 5 – “… unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” (Jesus)
Acts 3:19 – “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may 

be blotted out..’ (St. Peter)

Metropolitan Isaiah at St. Spyridon Church in Loveland, Colo.

Craig Young photo
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Fr. Arcadios Arcadiou in South Bend

Church History

by William H. Samonides, Ph.D.

There was a special bond between 
Fr. Arcadios Arcadiou (1890–1966) 
and the St. Andrew Greek Orthodox 
Church in South Bend, Ind. During his 
distinguished 40–year American career, 
Fr. Arcadiou served a dozen communi-
ties from Massachusetts to California. 
He was the founding priest in San 
Bernardino, Calif; Las Vegas, Nevada; 
Fort Wayne, Ind; Huntsville, Ala; and 
elsewhere. South Bend, however, was 
his American home and his final resting 
place. He served twice for a total of 18 
years (1936–1951, 1954–1957).

Thanks to the work of parishioners 
Milton Kouroubetis, Elaine Makris 
Daniels, and Aphrodite Pappas, St. An-
drew has by far the most detailed and 
best-documented history of any Greek 
Orthodox parish in the state.

Born Konstantinos Alexandrou 
Sarandinakis, he entered the famous 
Arkadi Monastery in his native Crete at 
the age of 12 and changed his name to 
Arcadios Arcadiou. After his ordination 
to the deaconate in 1916, he served the 
bishop of Rethymnon for six years, then 
pursued advanced theological studies 
in Athens.

In 1926, he was invited to the 
United States by Bishop Philaretos of the 
Diocese of Chicago, arriving late the fol-
lowing year. After two years as the Greek 
teacher and Archdeacon of that Diocese, 
he was ordained a priest by Bishop 

Philaretos at Kimisis Tis Theotokou in 
Racine, Wis. For the next seven years 
he served parishes in the Midwest and 
New England.

In May 1936 when Fr. Arcadiou 
succeeded Fr. Theophilos Mazokopakis 
as priest of the South Bend parish, he 
was no stranger to the city. He had par-
ticipated in the consecration of the first 
St. Andrew Church on the Feast Day of 
St. Andrew in 1930. At the time he was 
the priest at Sts. Constantine and Helen 
in nearby Gary. Fr. Mazokopakis was a 
fellow Cretan and long-time friend who 
hoped that Fr. Arcadiou would succeed 
him. When he heard that Fr. Arcadiou 
had accepted the St. Andrew assign-
ment, Fr. Mazokopakis expressed his 
happiness: “I will now sleep much easier 
knowing that my friend since childhood 
days and brother in Christ, Fr. Arcadiou, 
will be ministering and watching over 
my children in South Bend.”

In South Bend, Fr. Arcadiou was 
responsible for a parish of more than 
300 families, over a third of them living 
in northern Indiana, southern Michigan, 
and western Ohio. Although he was in 
his late forties, he learned to drive so he 
could minister to his widely-scattered 
flock. After serving there for 15 years, Fr. 
Arcadiou’s health was in decline.

In 1951 he left for a newly-formed 
parish in San Bernardino, Calif. Under 
Fr. Arcadiou, it chose the name St. Elias 
Church. Fr. Arcadiou was credited with 
bolstering parish membership and pay-

ing off the debt. After three years there, 
Fr. Arcadiou received an urgent call 
from his former parishioners in South 
Bend. The parish was in need of help. 
Their priest had - for personal reasons 
- abruptly resigned. When he left, the 
parish was in the midst of making prepa-
rations to move the church They had 
outgrown the church in which they had 
been worshiping since 1926. Though 
the ties to the original church were 
strong, the parish needed a larger house 
of worship. Knowing that Fr. Arcadiou 
would be the ideal replacement, the 
parish asked him to return. He initially 
resisted the call for health reasons. Ul-
timately he agreed, returning to South 
Bend in November 1954.

He immediately took up the work 
of organizing the parish for the move. 
In 1955, St. Andrew parish finalized the 
purchase of a church that had been built 
by the Methodists in 1915. The majes-
tic, neoclassical Methodist church cost 
$100,000. It was prominently located 
on the major north-south thorough-
fare in the city. The building was more 
spacious, and the altar had the proper 
eastern orientation. Fr. Arcadiou over-
saw the extensive renovations needed 
to convert the Protestant structure into 
an Orthodox church. He also supervised 
the $35,000 regional fundraising cam-
paign to pay for the changes.

On June 24, 1956, after the last ser-
vices were conducted in the old church, a 
car caravan took the icons across town to 

their new home. Fr. Arcadiou is credited 
with the success of the transition. The 
church would serve as the home of the 
parish for the next 22 years (1956–1978). 
The building still stands with “St. Andrew 
Greek Orthodox Church” engraved in 
stone on the architrave (above main 
beam resting across the tops of columns).

A year after the move was com-
pleted, Fr. Arcadiou retired at the age 
of 67. The following year he was called 
back into service as a missionary priest 
for the Greek Orthodox faithful in Reno, 
McGill, and Las Vegas, Nevada. 

After a time, the stress of traveling 
weakened his constitution, and Fr. 
Arcadiou was sent to Lutheran General 
Hospital in the Chicago area, near the 
home of good friends from South Bend.

After three months of medical care, 
Fr. Arcadiou died on Nov. 20, 1966. His 
deathbed wish was to have his remains 
returned to South Bend. Two days after 
his death he lay in state at St. Andrew. 
The following morning Bishop Meletios 
Tripodakis of Chicago presided over the 
funeral service, assisted by 10 priests 
from four states. Fr. Arcadiou is buried 
in Southlawn Cemetery in South Bend.

For many years after his death, a 
graveside memorial service was chanted 
on the third Saturday of Souls in Lent 
to honor his service to the community. 
Fr. Arcadiou devoted his life to serving 
the Church in Greece and America. He 
is warmly remembered by his many 
friends in South Bend and elsewhere.

The author thanks Aphrodite and 
Anna Pappas and Ted Poledor of South 
Bend for their assistance.
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Community Has Worldwide Outlook, Strong Youth Emphasis

ALL SAINTS GREEK ORTHODX CHURCH

Name: All Saints 
Greek Orthodox Church
Location: Canonsburg, PA.
Metropolis of Pittsburgh
Founded: 1925
Clergy: Fr. George Livanos (HCHC 
1987)
Size: About 300 families
Web: www.allsaintscbg.org
E-mail: frgeorge@allsaintscbg.org
Noteworthy: Community places strong 
emphasis on its young people. All Saints Church photo

CANONSBURG, Pa. – This commu-
nity in southwestern Pennsylvania, near 
Pittsburgh, may seem like a typical mid-
size parish, but its influence extends from 
Montana to Tanzania.

The first Greek Orthodox immi-
grants were attracted to this corner of 
Appalachia by the extensive steel and 
coal industries, which have long since 
vanished, but the church continues to 
function successfully.

“We have grown in the number of 
stewards, spiritually and emotionally,” 
stated Fr. Livanos, a Philadelphia native 
who arrived at All Saints in 1989 and is 
by far the community’s longest-serving 
priest. He previously served about one 
year at St. John the Divine Church in 
Wheeling after being ordained at Sts. 
Constantine and Helen Cathedral in Mer-
rillville, Ind.

Youth programs
Fr. George estimates the parish has 

about 180 children who participate in 
the range of youth programs from AGAPE 
up to OCF. The Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship chapter at Washington and 
Jefferson College in nearby Washington, 
Pa., has even received recognition from 
the school administration for its support.

About 100 students are enrolled 
in Sunday school. Currently the Greek 
school is inactive, but there are plans to 
reestablish it at a later date.

Young adults help in the narthex, 
serve on the parish council and on the 
iconography committee.

“The youth is the Church now,” said 
Fr. George.

Outreach
A number of parishioners, includ-

ing younger members, participate in the 
parish’s outreach effort, which includes 
support for the Blackfoot Indian Reserva-
tion in Montana through the YOCAMA 
ministry, assisting local food banks and 
shelters in Washington County and build-
ing a church in Africa in 2002. The parish 
also purchased all church items and cov-
ered expenses for the consecration of that 
Orthodox church, All Saints, in Kazikazi, 
Tanzania, in 2004.

Parishioners support Project Mexico, 
and sent emergency aid kits to Hurricane 
Katrina victims, organizing a clothing, 
food and school supplies drive for the 

needy. The Canonsburg church has had 
several members who became Archons 
or who have served on the Archdiocesan 
Council over the years. Currently there 
are five Archons.

One is Dr. Nicholas Loutsion, a 
prominent local veterinarian who, in 
addition to his many years’ service on 
the Archdiocesan Council, serves as vice 
chairman of the Metropolis Council.

Dr. Loutsion’s father, George Lout-
sion Sr., who was a past president, chant-
er and great benefactor of the church, was 
the first parish member to be inducted 
into the Order of St. Andrew-Archons of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

An Archon in the past, the late Frank 
Sarris, was a strong supporter of the com-
munity and helped put Canonsburg on 
the map with his successful company, 
Sarris Candies, which he had started 
many years ago in the basement of his 
parents’ home. The candy company has 
its products in Hallmark stores around 
the country.  In addition to generous 
donations from parishioners, the major 
income sources are stewardship and the 
annual Greek festival.

Historic background
The factories and coal mines may 

have closed many years ago, but the small, 
ethnically diverse city of about 10,000 has 
been resurging economically with the 
establishment of a high-tech industrial 
park with many international companies 
located near All Saints Church; a pharma-
ceutical company and a natural gas plant 
which employ a number of parishioners.

In addition to Greeks, Italians, Rus-
sians, Irish and other nationalities exist 
in Canonsburg. For those old enough to 
remember, the city is the hometown of 
two popular singers from the 1950s and 
60s – Perry Como and Bobby Vinton.

According to a parish history, the 
Greek Orthodox presence dates to the 
beginning of the 20th century, or earlier. 
A large number of islanders from Rhodes, 
Crete, Karpathos, Patmos, Ikaria, Samos 
and Epiros settled in the area.

In 1918, about 80 men began hold-
ing meetings in a coffee shop to discuss 
plans to organize a church. They soon  
rented a hall. Michael Kontos was elected 
as first president and Fr. K. Liakopoulos 
was the first priest to serve the parish.

In 1925, the parish purchased the 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Community’s 
church building and All Saints Greek Or-
thodox Church had a permanent house of 
worship. Archbishop Athenagoras visited 
the community in December 1936 and 
dedicated the Grecian hall, which became 
the focal point for all activities and the 
Greek school site.

As the faithful grew in numbers, 
the various parish organizations were 
established for the community and met 
the needs of the increasing numbers of 
young people, including Sunday school, 
Greek school, the GOYA chapter, Philop-
tochos, a choir, dance troupe, 60-Club 
(for seniors), other youth groups such 
as JOY (for the 8–12 ages) and young 

adult league.
With the arrival of Fr. Livanos, plans 

to build a new church – the community’s 
present home – took shape and construc-
tion began in the early ‘90’s. 

The Building Committee chairman, 
Archon Michael Kusturiss Sr., helped 
bring to fruition a long desired parish 
dream: a larger church edifice with ample 
parking. Since the parish was growing 
enormously during the 70’s and 80’s a 
new church building was inevitable. 

With property secured on W. McMur-
ray Road in Canonsburg, a Byzantine-
style, two-story building was completed  
in 1995 – the church upstairs and hall on 
the bottom level, with ample parking, at 
the new location near Interstate79. Met-
ropolitan Maximos presided at the door-
opening (thyranoixia) in May of that year.

Archbishop Demetrios consecrated 
the church in 2014.

The parish is playing a key role in a 
significant Metropolis project: the relo-
cation of the Metropolis headquarters 
within a few years to a new site about five 
miles from the church and strategically lo-
cated near the intersection of Interstates 
79 and 70.

A 10–acre parcel of land was donated 
to the Metropolis for the new administra-
tive center by Archon and Mrs. Michael 
Kusturiss Jr.

Dr. Loutsion and Fr. Livanos are on 
the building committee.

For Fr. Livanos, serving the church 
ia a family affair. While attending HCHC 
he married Hellenic College graduate 
Dianthe (Papouras) in 1985. They have 
seven children, the oldest being Presby-
tera Kassiani Callos, wife of Fr. George 
Callos (Pittsburgh Metropolis chancellor). 
Two other children attend HCHC: Mar-
iam, who graduates this month (human 
resource degree) and Vikentios, finishing 
his freshman year (seminary program).

— Compiled by Jim Golding
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‘Bible Answer Man’ Joins Orthodox Church
Known to millions as the “Bible 

Answer Man,” 77-year-old Hank Hane-
graaff and his wife were received into the 
Orthodox Church this year on the great 
feast of Palm Sunday, at St. Nektarios 
Church in Charlotte, N.C., according 
to an article on the Orthodox website 
“pravoslavie.”

The Bible Answer Man addressed 
his conversion to the Orthodox faith on 
his radop program recently, in response 
to a caller who had seen remarks claim-
ing that, in becoming Orthodox, Mr. 
Hanegraaff had left the Christian faith. 
He responded: “I am now a member of 
an Orthodox Church, but nothing has 
changed in my faith.”

“I have been attending an Orthodox 
church for a long time -for more than two 
years, really, as a result of what happened 
when I went to China, many years ago. I 
saw Chinese Christians who were deeply 
in love with the Lord, and I learned that 
while they may not have had as much 
intellectual acumen or knowledge as I 
did, they had life. And so I learned that 
while truth matters, life matters more, 
and I remember flying back from China 
after spending time with just common 
people who had a deep, intense love for 
the Lord, and wondering, ‘Was I even a 
Christian?’

“I was comparing my ability to 
communicate truth with their deep and 
abiding love for the Lord Jesus Christ… 
One man, by the way, said to me, truth 
matters but life matters more. In other 
words, it is not just knowing about Jesus 
Christ, it is experiencing the Resurrected 
Christ. As a result of that I started study-
ing what was communicated by the 
progeny of Watchman Nee with respect 
to theosis and that drove me back to the 
early Christian Church. And I suppose 
over that period of time I have fallen ever 
more in love with my Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. It’s sort of like my wife -I 
have never been more in love with my 
wife than I am today, and I’ve never been 
more in love with my Lord Jesus Christ 
than I am today.

“I’ve been impacted by the whole 
idea of knowing Jesus Christ, experienc-
ing Jesus Christ, and partaking of the 
graces of Jesus Christ through the Eu-
charist or the Lord’s Table. And that has 
become so central in my life, but as far as 
the statement that you mentioned, that 
I’ve left the Christian faith -nothing could 

be farther from the truth. In fact I believe 
what I have always believed, as codified 
in the Nicene Creed, and as championed 
by mere Christianity.”

After reciting the entire Nicene 
Creed, he concluded, “In other words, 
I am as deeply committed to champion-
ing mere Christianity and the essentials 
of the historic Christian faith, as I have 
ever been.”

Hank Hanegraaff has served as the 
president and chairman of the board of 
the North Carolina-based Christian Re-
search Institute (CRI) since 1989, when 
he also took over previous-president’s 
radio talk-show “The Bible Answer Man.”

The show includes answering ques-
tions about matters of Christian doctrine 
and history and Biblical interpretation, 
and denominational particularities. He 
has been an outspoken critic of non-
Christian religions, new religious move-
ments and cults, and heresies within 
conservative Christianity. 

He is also the author of over 20 
books. His The Complete Bible Answer 
Book - Collector’s Edition is a compen-
dium of the most common, and the most 
difficult, questions regarding Christianity, 
culture, and cults that Hank has received 
over the past three decades. It has been 
noted that Hanegraaff has been speaking 
about the Orthodox Church more on his 
show lately, referring to it as “fantastic,” 
and “the early Church.”

In 2016, Hank interviewed Fr. Them-
istoclos (Adamopoulos), a Greek Ortho-
dox priest, to discuss his journey from 
Marxist rock star to Orthodox monk. 

Fr. Themi works tirelessly with the 
poor and suffering in Sierra Leone, where 
people are still suffering from the effects 
of a recent Ebola epidemic.

In March, Mr. Hanegraaff answered 
a caller’s question about the Orthodox 
teaching of theosis, ably explaining the 
doctrine of man’s sanctification on both 
a biblical and patristic basis. 

“We become Christ-bearers since 
His Body and Blood are distributed 
throughout our limbs, as Cyril of Jerusa-
lem said… The whole idea being that we 
become by grace what God is by nature… 
We become, as Peter put it, partakers in 
the divine nature,” the Bible Answer Man 
explained. A full video of the call can be 
seen at: https://youtu.be/4ex6hg7_qjg

From pravoslavie website

Sts. Peter and Paul Church photoGlenview quilt-a-thon
Fr. Kosmas Kallis, associate pastor/youth director of Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Glenview, Ill.; Georgia 
Ryerson, Philoptochos president; Petroula Bazianos, Quilt-a-thon chairperson; and Fr. Panagiotis Boznos, 
proistamenos, with one of the Philoloptochos chapter quilts to be given to a Chicago area hospital in 
March. Related story, photo, page 19.
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PALOS HILLS, Ill. – The Metropolis 
Philoptochos held their annual Quilt-
a-thon March 18, at Sts. Constantine & 
Helen Church in Palos Hills. This was the 
16th year for this act of charity.

As in previous years, the objective 
was to make more than 200 quilts for 
distribution to various hospitals and 
Institutions, including Children’s 
Memorial, Comers, La Rabida, Hope, 
Crisis Center, Philoxenia House and 
more, to help children with life threat-
ening diseases and seriously illnesses.

Six years ago, Metropolis Chan-
cellor Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos 
named and dedicated this annual 

Chicago Metropolis 
Philoptochos Holds Quilt-a-Thon

event the “Maria Pazoles Memorial 
Quilt-a-thon,” recognizing Maria’s in-
delible efforts and contributions to 
this most heart warming and worth-
while project.

The project has been supported in 
part from our Metropolis and mostly 
from donations and sponsors of the 
quilts. Although it is a year long project 
implemented by the diligent efforts of 
the Quilt-a-thon Committee, many of the 
quilts are finished on Quilt-a-thon Day 
by Philoptochos ladies from the Greater 
Chicago area. In addition to the over 200 
hundred quilts made, 100 fleeces and 100 
neck–roll pillows also were produced.

Greeting children
Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago and Fr. Christos Mihalopoulos greet children of St. Demetrios Church 
during a recent retreat at the parish. The retreat program “Faith, Hope, and Love in Action,” presented 
by Fr. David Eynon in English and Fr. Tilemahos Alikakos in Greek, focused on the need for increased 
education and participation in organ transplants and organ donor registration.

During this past summer, I had the 
opportunity to witness my own Greek 
Orthodox faith by serving as a mission-
ary to Haiti, providing humanitarian aid 
for the St. Jean de Freres Greek Ortho-
dox Elementary School in Petionville, 
Port-au-Prince. During my visit to these 
schools, I was amazed to see first hand 
my Greek Orthodox faith survive in a 
poverty-stricken and oppressed country 
such as Haiti. This made me realize that 
by offering community, charity, compas-
sion, and commitment we are able to 
spread the teachings of the Gospels all 
across the globe. 

My experience in Haiti reminded 
me in particular of Jesus’ teaching about 
service in the Holy Gospel according 
to Mark. Service to the marginalized in 
society is something that I believe I can 
convey to the fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ as a result of my experience in 
Haiti. Knowing the power we have as a 
Greek Orthodox community to do good 
in the world, I am confident that I can 
further expand upon my experience, 

NJ Goyan O� ers Service at Haiti School
and delve deeper into the meaning of 
service by volunteering as a missionary 
again in the future. This would help me 
perpetuate my faith and allow me to 
further explore my life values and goals. 

My home parish is St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church in Ocean Township, 
where I serve as a senior–level acolyte 
and as the vice president of my GOYA. 
All of the service and community project 
opportunities that are provided through 
GOYA , along with the compassion and 
commitment to faith that I have learned 
in GOYA, have given me the courage to 
venture off to a place like Haiti where 
my time, treasures, and talents are 
much needed. My experience in Haiti 
has molded me into the person I am 
today and will continue to guide me as 
I continue in my life’s journey. I would 
urge all Goyans to find an opportunity 
to serve others; it will change your life. 

John Paragioudakis is a member of 
the GOYA chapter at St. George parish 
in Ocean Township, N.J. He spent part 
of last summer doing volunteer work 
in Haiti. 

Metropolis of Chicago photo

by John Paragioudakis

Metropolitan Philotheos 
of Meloa Dies at Age 93

Constantinople. The outbreak of World 
War II interrupted his education. After 
the end of the war he went to Greece in 
1949 to continue his education.

He was awarded a scholarship by 
the Ecclesiastical School of Corinth and 
graduated in 1954. In 1959 he graduated 
from the University of Athens Theological 
School with a degree in sacred theology. 
In July 1950 he was ordained a deacon 
by Bishop Alexios of Euripos in Athens, 
Greece.

For the next six years, he served as 
deacon at the parish of St. Artemios in 
Athens and then was assigned as a dea-
con of the Cathedral in Athens where he 
served until 1960. 

During this time he also officiated 
at worship services in the Chapel of the 
Royal Palace, alternating with another 
deacon.

In 1960, he came to the United 
States at the invitation of Archbishop 
Iakovos and served as his deacon until 
1961, when he was ordained to the holy 
priesthood at the Holy Cross Chapel in 
Brookline, Mass. 

He was assigned to serve the An-
nunciation Church in Scranton Pa., until 
1965. 

He was then transferred to New 
York City to undertake pastoral duties at 
St. Eleftherios Church in Manhattan and 
teach at the parish’s parochial school.

He was ordained a bishop in June 
1971 and served as an auxiliary bishop to 
the Archbishop until July 1997. 

His retirement did not prevent him 
from continuing to serve the Church, 
assisting and celebrating the Divine Lit-
urgy in parishes around the New York 
Metropolitan area, including Holy Week 
services until he was no longer able to do 
so for health reasons this year.

On July 9, 2015 he was elevated by 
the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate to the rank of Met-
ropolitan of Meloa and Exarch of Isavria.

In that position, he was eligible to 
serve on the Holy Eparchial Synod at the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Over the years, he had enrolled in 
courses at the University of Scranton, Pa., 
Hunter College and the Latin American 
Institute (both in New York). In addition 
to English, he was fluent in Greek and 
Turkish. In New York, his duties included 
serving as a member of the Ecclesiastical 

Court of the Archdiocese’s New York 
Diocese, as vice president of the Greek 
Orthodox Clergy Fellowship of greater 
New York, as a board member of Saint 
Basil Academy in Garrison, NY, and as a 
member of the Canonical Committee of 
the Archdiocese and the Study Commit-
tee on Bylaws for Marriage and Divorce.

Archbishop Iakovos ordained him as 
a bishop in June 1971 and named him as 
his second auxiliary bishop for the New 
York Diocesan District. 

His responsibilities included:
• establishing an immigrant center 

to serve an ever-increasing number of 
immigrants from Greece

• directing the Archdiocesan Registry 
Office

• serving as director of the Ecclesiasti-
cal Court of the Archdiocese

• first auxiliary Bishop and Vicar of 
the Archdiocesan Periphery

• Chief of the Secretariat of the Holy 
Synod of Bishops of the Archdiocese of 
North and South America.

Metropolitan Philotheos is survived 
by his two sisters Elisavet Karamitsou and 
Maria Manesis and her family.

Archbishop Demetrios presided at 
the funeral service on May 15 at the Arch-
diocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. 
The Divine Liturgy preceded the funeral. 
Burial followed at St Michael’s Cemetery 
in East Elmhurst, NY

A wake for the departed hierarch 
took place at the Archdiocesan Cathedral 
the previous day, May 14.

GOA/D. Panagos photo

GOA Archive photo

Then Deacon Philoptheos with Archbishop Iakovos in the early 1960’s.
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Blessed is he who considers 
the poor; the Lord will deliver 

him in time of trouble. 
The Lord will preserve him 
and keep him alive, and he 
will be blessed on the earth;       
                           Psalm 41:1-2

* * * * * 

So let each one give 
as he purposes in his heart, 

not grudgingly or of necessity; 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 
                     2 Corinthians 9:7

 by Elyse Buffenbarger

HCHC

BROOKLINE, Mass. – Recently I had 
the privilege of having dinner with Nick, 
an Orthodox Christian in his early twen-
ties. Nick lives in a large city and works 
two full-time jobs – at a law office and a 
restaurant – to pay his rent. Early in the 
conversation, he noted how hard he’s 
trying pay off his tens of thousands of 
dollars in student loans.

Despite his busyness, Nick said he 
wants very badly to learn more about 
his faith. “I don’t really know why I’m 
Orthodox,” he said. “But I want to.” 
Between moving as a child, moving for 
college, and moving again to get his 
first job, he has attended a number of 
parishes over the years, and the parish 
he attends now doesn’t have many of-
ferings for young adults.

“Every once in awhile they’ll have 
a ski trip,” he said, “but there aren’t 
many ways for us to get involved.” He 
said that more than anything, he wants 
to get together with other Orthodox 
young adults who want to go deeper 
in their faith.

In many ways, Nick is a typical 
20-something. For the first time in his 
life, he’s responsible for supporting him-
self financially. He has student loans. He 
isn’t married, but hopes to be someday. 
He’s new to his community and doesn’t 
have any family or longer-term friends 
nearby. He’s curious about his faith, 
but isn’t sure how to connect more 
deeply to it.

What it means to be a young adult 
has changed drastically in the last 
fifty years. The traditional milestones 
of adulthood – including getting mar-
ried, starting a family, and becoming 
financially independent – are now hap-
pening an average of five years later 
than they were in the 1960s. This means 
that young adults in their twenties now 
spend a decade or more trying to figure 
themselves out. Young adulthood in 
the 21st century is a phase of life often 
marked by transience, uncertainty, and 
loneliness.

The occasion for my meeting Nick 
was the annual alumni retreat of the 
CrossRoad Summer Institute at Hellenic 
College Holy Cross. Now heading into 
its 14th summer, CrossRoad gives high 
school juniors and seniors the chance to 
learn more about their Orthodox Chris-
tian faith and vocation. Each spring, 
CrossRoad alumni gather in Boston to 

Telos Project Launched as 
New Initiative for Young Adults

share stories, learn together, and enjoy 
one another’s company.

The staff of CrossRoad and of its 
parent office, the Office of Vocation & 
Ministry, spend a lot of time exploring 
the religious and spiritual development 
of youth and young adults. We know 
from our work with CrossRoad alumni 
that many young adults have a deep 
hunger to continue learning about their 
faith and to wrestle with difficult issues. 
They want to know what it means to be 
an Orthodox Christian in 21st century 
America – in the workplace, in relation-
ships, and at home. But as they make the 
transition to life in their 20s, they find it 
more difficult to connect to the Church 
– even as they find their need for the 
Church growing. To better address this 
issue, the Office of Vocation & Ministry 
just launched a new five-year initiative, 
the Telos Project, exploring the spiritual 
and religious lives of young adults in the 
Orthodox Church.

If young adults are disconnected 
from the Church during their twenties, 
a time when they are making crucial 
decisions about life, love, and family, 
they are much less likely to return later 
in life. This is reason enough to attempt 
to reach out: to invite young adults to 
experience our Orthodox faith as a 
sustaining source of joy, direction, and 
hope for navigating the challenges of 
adulthood. In more practical terms for 
our Orthodox parishes, if we lose this 
generation, we may have even more dif-
ficulty finding people who want to teach 
Sunday school, serve on parish councils, 
support the Church financially, or even 
serve as our priests. We may have even 
more people raise their children outside 
of a religious faith, and those children 
will be even less likely to be part of the 
Church.

Young adults want our Orthodox 
parishes to be places where they find 
meaning. They want us to welcome 
them, build relationships with them, 
connect them to all aspects of our par-
ish communities, and have substantive 
conversations with them. 

We have an incredible opportunity 
to share the purpose and hope that can 
comes from faith in Christ and belong-
ing in the Church. The benefit in this will 
be reciprocal: young adults can bring 
energy and enthusiasm to our Orthodox 
parishes. A recent study shows that the 
entire parish benefits when youth and 
young adults are a priority.

Toward the end of my conversation 
with Nick, he told me excitedly about a 
parish he had attended while visiting 
his family. “It was so welcoming!” he 
said. “You could feel the love.” All of our 
Orthodox parishes can offer meaning, 
belonging, and community to young 
adults like Nick and others who badly 
need it. Young adults’ searching can 
refocus our parishes on their reason for 
being, allowing our ancient faith to be 
an important source of life here in the 
United States today and for generations 
to come.

Elyse Buffenbarger is director of 
the Telos Project, a new initiative at 
Hellenic College Holy Cross exploring 
the spiritual and religious lives of young 
adults ages 23-29. Learn more at www.
teloscommunity.org.
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The word pornography is scary. No, 
the word porn is dirty. Even in its short-
ened form, porn is just a word–a word 
that simply describes something that 
is demeaning, causes objectification, 
makes us feel funny, drives the largest 
slavery operation in the history of the 
world, and changes the ways we think 
and act. Porn, simply put, is poison.

It wasn’t until I was preparing to 
be the emcee for a symposium on the 
issue of pornography at seminary that I 
found myself even saying the word porn 
in front of other people.

One of the speakers, Dr. Philip 
Mamalakis, professor of pastoral care at 
Holy Cross School of Theology, noticed 
how uncomfortable I was and asked me 
a question that I’ll never forget. “Are 
you ashamed to talk about poison?” I 
answered, “Of course not.” Dr. Mamala-
kis replied, “That’s what pornography is; 
it’s poison and should be discussed as 
such.” It’s not difficult to say the word 
poison. It’s not difficult to discuss poi-
son and the harmful effects it has on 
us—so that’s what we need to do.

Pornography has a significant effect 
on the brain, changing the way we view 
others. It releases extreme amounts 
of natural chemicals in our brain that 
make us numb to many healthy life ex-
periences. In addition, pornography is 
a known contributor to sex slavery and 
human trafficking.

If you think you aren’t affected by it, 
know that you are because EVERYONE 
is. Whether you have a porn habit or not, 
you’ve been impacted by it in varying 
degrees. Our culture is obsessed with 
sex—it saturates much of what we see 
and hear. Sex tells young women and 
men how they should act and look. 
Instagram, Snapchat, Twitter, and Face-
book all lend themselves to an overex-
posure of self, to be praised or criticized 
by peers. Young girls, in particular, post 
pictures on Instagram hoping to be 
considered sexy or attractive by both 
their female and male peers. Some their 
perspective is skewed by what porn tells 
them is attractive. This is part of the porn 
culture that exists.

What happened?
Pornography was accessible in 

small doses via magazine and video for 
years. Viewing it often meant having 
to buy it or rent it from someone. It 
took many steps to obtain it–including 
looking someone in the eye and paying 
for it. However, about 20 years ago, 
technology really evolved. The internet 
emerged as part of the American home. 
By 2000, most kids had easy access to 
the internet, either in their own house 
or that of a friend. By 2005, the internet 
was something a student could not do 
without, especially in college. More 
than all of that, on June 29, 2007 the 
game changed completely when the 
first-generation iPhone came out. This 
meant you could have a computer in 
your pocket at all times, granting instant 
access to every kind of destructive por-
nographic material imaginable.

Kids today don’t really understand 
there was a time when people walked 
around without a phone in their pocket, 
much less a computer. When smart-
phones came out and got faster and 
more advanced, EVERYTHING became 
accessible. You could get quick an-

Not Afraid To Talk About a Sensitive Issueby Nick Lionas, M. Div.

swers to questions like ‘How long do 
elephants live?’ or ‘Who’s the saint of 
the day?’

Unfortunately, the internet also 
continues to provide access to anything 
else you could imagine and the anything 
else gets worse and worse. The sad real-
ity is, as things deteriorate, many of us 
just pretend those things don’t exist. 
We know it’s there, but we’re not go-
ing to deal with it. We’ll just go on with 
our lives as if this could not impact our 
homes or our families.

Imagine there was a toxic spill in 
our area. It could reach us by infecting 
our water source. Would it be helpful 
to sit and assume it could not enter our 
homes? Would it be helpful to just act 
as if it wasn’t a threat to our families? 
Likewise with porn, we, as parents, 
might actually be letting our family 
down by not protecting them. The bad 
news is our families are infected. So now 
what? This isn’t a panic moment, but we 
should act with a sense of urgency.  “And 
if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; or if one member is hon-
ored, all the members rejoice with it.”
(1 Corinthians 12:26)

This isn’t an individual problem—
this is a family problem. This is a Church 
issue, because the Church is the Body 
of Christ.

Startling Stats:
About 93 percent of boys and 62 

percent of girls are exposed to porn 
before the age of 18. The average age of 
first exposure is 11 years old.

Yes, it is likely that your pre-teen has 
been exposed to pornography.

This $97-BILLION industry makes 
more money than the NFL, MLB, NHL, 
and NBA…combined!

In addition to this, 56 percent of 
divorces cite pornography use as one of 
the causes for splits. That’s just where 
it is admitted and acknowledged to be 
a problem.

What do we do?
Parents must start the discussion. 

We must learn about the enemy and 
not be afraid to eradicate it as best we 
can in our lives.

Pornography is something that 
separates us from each other. It isolates 
its users and causes shame and feelings 
of worthlessness.

Here are some suggestions:
1. Create an environment of love 

and openness. It is a courageous en-
deavor to talk about pornography, espe-
cially if you are someone who struggles 
with it. St. John Chrysostom tells us, “Be 
ashamed when you sin, not when you 
repent.” The person who asks for help 
should be commended for their bravery, 
but remember they will need assistance 
to deal with this serious issue.

2. It’s never too early to start the dis-
cussion. It could be as simple as saying, 
“Let us know if you ever see something 
that makes you feel uncomfortable or is 
shocking to you.” Depending on their 
age, you might let your kids know the 
effect pornography has on the body and 
soul. It is better to hear about it from 
you, parents, than from experience it 
elsewhere or hear about it from friends 
first. Find the resources provided in 

the Church and elsewhere. For more 
information on resources to help you 
with these discussions, see the resource 
list below.

3. Be attentive to every flow of tech-
nology into your lives, as well as that of 
your kids. Just as you would filter water 
for your kids’ health, filter their intake 
of technology. If your teen has a phone, 
it needs parental controls.

The work you do in your home 
and with the Church to prevent this 
poison from entering your home will, 
in one way or another, have a long-term 
positive effect on you and your kids. It 
could be lifesaving. Let’s work together 

as a Church to be the antidote to the 
poison that is pornography. Don’t be 
afraid to ask for help. Don’t be afraid to 
talk about porn.

Nick graduated from Holy Cross 
School of Theology in 2013 with a 
Masters of Divinity. He served as the 
Young Adult Ministries Coordinator for 
the GOA until returning to Michigan 
with his family to work in local parish 
ministry. His many years serving youth 
and young adults have given him insight 
into important issues including dealing 
with pornography. He is the author and 
creator of wolfyoufeed.com, a resource 
site for parents and those who struggle 
to quit pornography for good. He cur-
rently lives in Rochester Hills, Mich.

RESOURCES FOR PORNOGRAPHY ADDICTION
– Wolf You Feed (www.wolfyoufeed.com) Program to quit pornography 

through positive action, accountability, love, and the grace of God. Developed 
with an Orthodox Christian understanding of community and salvation.

– Finding the Freedom to Live (http://ftftl.org/about/) Helps Orthodox 
Christians live lives in Christ that free them to build intimacy with integrity. 
They have a wonderful article on how to discuss pornography with your 
children as well as a podcast for adults.

– Internet Pornography Podcast (www.ancientfaith.com) This two-epi-
sode discussion can be found on the Becoming a Healing Presence podocast, 
hosted by Dr. Albert Rossi on Ancient Faith Radio.

– Religious Alliance Against Pornography (https://www.religiousalliance.
org/) This organization works to produce resources and educate people about 
the effects of pornography and its impact on marriages, families, children, 
and faith communities. They have a variety of webinars available for watching.

WEBINAR EXERCISE COMPANION AVAILABLE ONLINE

Have you seen one of the webinar hosted by the Center for Family 
Care? Through these online workshops, you can bring knowledgeable 
speakers on topics of family life and the Orthodox faith into your parish 
and home. These sessions have been newly formatted to include discus-
sion questions for both group and personal reflection. Visit www.family.
goarch.org to check out the following one offered by Fr. Jim and Presvytera 
Donna Pappas and many more:

SAY WHAT?! HOW WORDS MATTER IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS 
The ability to communicate is foundational within any given relation-

ship; and how much more so for husbands and wives.
Since marriage holds to the ideal of a loving, self-denying, Christ-

centered relationship oriented toward the Kingdom of Heaven, consis-
tent, effective communication between spouses becomes imperative. “Say 
What?!” reminds us that there are consequences to the way we deliver, 
and respond, to communication. The prevailing message of the webinar 
conveys that with deliberate, mutual effort spouses can intimately com-
municate with each other, even when it seems we’re speaking different 
languages.

  ❏✓Yes, I want to Support our ORTHODOX OBSERVER
❏Enclosed is my 2017-2018 Ecclesiastical Year  donation.

❏ $2500 Donor  ❏ $5000 Patron
❏ $10000 Special Patron

Special Patrons will receive a complimentary DVD of the award winning:

“Pascha: The Resurrection of Christ”
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: ________ ___ _______________________  State: _______________________ Zip: _________

Phone: _________________________________   E-Mail: ____________________________________

SUBSCRIBER’S NUMBER (located above your name on the mailing label): ________________________________

I authorize the ORTHODOX OBSERVER to charge my:

Card No.: ___________________________________  Expiration Date: _______________________

Name on Card: ____________________________________  Signature: _______________________

Thank you for your generosity.
Mail this form and/or make your check payable to:

Orthodox Observer
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0106

  ❏✓❏✓❏
❏
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OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS

 

1) Conventional photographs 
We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed 

on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp 
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either 
Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previ-
ously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the 

following specifications: 
•  Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 

pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras 
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you 
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a mini-
mum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own 
photos, send the actual photo.)

•  File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files 
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality) 

•  Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
•  Image files placed within any word-processing 

file or any other application are not accepted.
•  Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-

ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned)
•  E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject 

line write only the word “photos” 
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and 

do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they 

GUIDELINES 
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

C A L L  N O W   ( 5 1 6 )  9 3 1 - 2 3 3 3

Dimitrios  Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all  events visit
w w w.panagos.com

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k 

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

REAL ESTATE

GREEK ART & PERSONALIZED GIFTS

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

PERSONALIZED GREEK GIFTS 

PILGRIMAGE TOURS

Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify 
the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise 
specifically indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER  has no affiliation with 
any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in, described on 
or printed, and it makes no representations or warranties whatsoever 
with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or 
person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize, 
revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the 
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time 
for any reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and 
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any 
damages arising out of errors or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER 
will not be held liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.  

New Retail website
PROPERTY FOR SALE

Πωλείται στο Πόρτο Χέλι–Κόστα νεόδμητη 
οικοδομή 2Χ75 τ.μ. (1502), ημιτελές 
οικόπεδο 2004 τμ. Κάθε διαμέρισμα έχει 2 
κρεβατοκάμαρες, WC και κουζινοτραπεζαρία 
όπως και τζάκι. Το παραπάνω ακίνητο είναι 
μοναδικό στην περιοχή.

Tηλέφωνα επικοινωνίας:  
(693) 649–1201 - (693) 221–4899

PROPERTY FOR SALE IN GREECE

Discover  MOUNT ATHOS
We organize tours that will open up 

the world of monastic life to you.
Observe and share in the monks’ daily journey 

as well a peruse the architectural wonders 
of the Athonite monasteries.

Group as well as individual tours are available.
We o� er Athos hiking and climbing as well.

Speak � uent  Greek  and  English.

www.mountathostour.com  
bantis8@ath.forthnet.gr

Contact : ( 011 30) 2310 554548 
 Mobile: (011 30) 6949311953
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In The Now
National Ministries - Dept. of Youth and Young Adults

In early May, Y2AM (the Depart-
ment of Youth and Young Adult Minis-
tries and Office of Camping Ministries) 
held a Be the Bee Retreat (“BeeTreat”) 
at Holy Trinity Church in Carmel, 
Ind., a suburb of Indianapolis. It was 
organized under the leadership of Frs. 
William Bartz and Lucas Christensen, 
with the assistance of many parish 
volunteers.

The Indianapolis BeeTreat was the 
seventh and final BeeTreat that the 
team has conducted during this season, 
which began in August 2016. Earlier 
this season, the team hosted success-
ful BeeTreats in Binghamton, N.Y.; San 
Jose, Calif; Richmond, Va; Pittsburgh; 
Atlanta, and Minneapolis. Altogether, 
about 500 youth, young adults, youth 
workers, and parents have participated 
in BeeTreats this season.

The 2016 BeeTreat season has 
seen growth and changes from earlier 
years. The general format remains the 
same. Youth sessions are led by Steven 
Christoforou, director of Y2AM; and 
Katrina Bitar, director of YES (Youth 
Equipped to Serve, of FOCUS North 
America); young adult and parent ses-
sions are led by Christian Gonzalez, 
Young Adult Ministries coordinator of 
Y2AM; and Melissa Tsongranis, associ-
ate director of the Archdiocese’s Center 
for Family Care.

The Minneapolis BeeTreat, held in 

2016–17 BeeTreat Season Reaches Over 400
March, added sessions for youth 
under the age of 12. 

With the help of parish vol-
unteers and parents, children 
from ages five through eleven 
were able to partake in a field 
trip to a local zoo. 

This initiative also allowed 
parents who wanted to attend 
sessions the ability to do so, 
without having to worry about 
child care.

Las t  month ’s  BeeTreat , 
which took place at St. Nicholas 
Church in San Jose, introduced 
a new abbreviated format, a Mini 
BeeTreat. 

The sessions took place over 
the course of two nights; one 
night was dedicated to youth, 
and the other was for young 
adults, youth workers, and par-
ents.

Both of these developments 
to the program were very suc-
cessful and allowed BeeTreats 
to be enjoyed by even more 
participants.

Y2AM has begun planning 
for the next BeeTreat season.

If your parish is interested in 
hosting a BeeTreat for the 2017-
2018 year, please reach out by 
email at y2am@goarch.org, or by 
phone at (646) 519-6780.

Y2AM photo

As the Archdiocese will mark the 
100th year of its founding in 1922, a 
number of parishes founded in the 
decades the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries have already celebrated their 
centennials and more and more com-
munities will also mark this important 
milestone in the coming years.

The Orthodox Observer wel-
comes articles and photos from par-
ishes on their celebrations and offers 
a few guidelines for submission of 
articles and information about these 
events. Communities planning a series 
of events taking place over the course of 
the year, may submit an article noting 
these activities two or three months 
in advance for publication in an issue 
of the Observer prior to the start of 
festivities. If a celebratory activity such 
as a banquet or other formal program, 
is planned, an article and photos may 
be sent immediately after it has taken 
place. Articles and stories may be 500 
to 700 words in length. Pictures should 
be high resolution (300 dpi or greater). 
Photos posted online are not of high 
enough resolution for use in a print 
publication. Further photo guidelines 
are available on the classified advertis-
ing page. More information, e-mail: 
jim@goarch.org Parishes observing 
this event in 2017 are asked to send 
a brief e-mail as to the date of its pri-
mary celebration so a listing of all these 
communities may be included in the 
December issue.

Guidelines for 
Centennial News
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Metropolis News

Armenian Commemoration
Metropolitan Methodios of Boston hosted “An Ecumenical Commemoration of the Holy Saints and Martyrs of the Armenian Genocide. Remembrance, Witness and Resurrection” at Annunciation Cathedral 
of New England on April, 22. Participants included Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (eastern); Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Eastern Prelacy of the American 
Apostolic Church, Armenian Catholic Eparchy of the United States and Canada, Armenian Evangelical Union of North America. Cathedral Dean the Rev. Dr. Demetrios E. Tonias, Ph.D, welcomed the clergy 
and laity from the Armenian and Greek Orthodox communities.

Alex Mavradis photo

DUNLAP, Calif. – “Building Unity 
Through Love” was the theme of the 
2017 San Francisco Metropolis Clergy-
Laity Assembly for the Metropolis of San 
Francisco held April 26-27 at St. Nicholas 
Ranch and Retreat Center.

The theme emphasized the impor-
tance of unity in addressing pastoral 
challenges facing the Church. This public 
forum also discussed issues from the Holy 
and Great Council in Crete.

The Assembly focused on the impor-
tance of unity in the parishes and Me-
tropolis, collaboration among National 
and Metropolis ministries, and working 
together as the Body of Christ to fortify 
the Church.

In his keynote address, Metropolitan 
Gerasimos stated, “What unites us as a 
Metropolis is our Faith and our Heritage, 
our love for Christ and His Holy Ortho-
dox Church and our way of life, which 
means our love and concern for one 
another because we are the Church. We 
cannot forget that when we care for the 
institutions of the Church, those of our 
parishes, our Metropolis, our Archdio-
cese, and our Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
we are showing our care for Christ and 
for one another.”

Featured speaker was the Very Rev. 
Archimandrite Dr. Nathanael Symeoni-
des, director of the Office of Inter-Ortho-
dox, Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations 
of the Archdiocese.

His topic was “Facing the Mirror at 
the Holy and Great Council: What we 
learned about our identity and mission 
in the world.” Fr. Nathanael said, “The 
Council brought the shepherds of the 
Church in one place and through their 
words and deeds, we experienced the 
Body of Christ in its fullness. And because 
we have never experienced this before in 
the past, there is really nothing else that 
we can compare it to. It was more than a 
Clergy-Laity Congress; it was even more 
than a local synod meeting. The Holy 
Council in Crete manifested the beauty 

SF Clergy-Laity Assembly Strives to ‘Build Unity through Love’

of unity and diversity, and showed us that 
it is indeed possible for various views to 
maintain their importance when they are 
all grounded in Christ’s love.”

More than 150 clergy and lay repre-
sentatives attended from Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Hawaii, Nevada, Oregon and 
Washington.

A highlight of the gathering included 
a Ministries Pavilion in the newly fur-
nished Alex and Faye Spanos Faith and 

by Kristen Bruskas

Heritage Center where all Metropolis 
ministries displayed information. Del-
egates learned more about their offer-
ings and took information back to their 
parishes.

At the conclusion of the Assembly, 
the clergy and lay delegates gathered in 
the Katholikon of the Monastery of the 
Theotokos the Life–Giving Spring for 
the Divine Liturgy, and a 13-year memo-
rial for Metropolitan Anthony, of blessed 

memory. Also remembered in prayer was 
Efstathia “Cynthia” Economidis, wife of 
Metropolis Council Vice-President Fanis 
Economidis.

The Metropolis ministries continued 
to be a main focus, receiving significant 
support in the budget with more than 
$100,000 allocated for their work.

Most of this funding comes from suc-
cessful events held by the Metropolis in 
2013, 2014 and 2016. 

New staff positions have been added 
in Missions and Evangelism and Family 
Wellness. The Assembly unanimously 
approved the budget of over $1.7 million.

Prior to the Assembly’s convening, 
the Metropolis Council addressed several 
important issues, including reports from 
the 13 distinct Metropolis ministries. The 
work of five integral committees includ-
ed: Audit, Arts and Architecture, Finance, 
Legal, and Real Estate and Insurance.

The Metropolis clergy held a retreat 
at the Ranch following the Assembly. 
Fr. Symeonides led the retreat with his 
presentation, “Approaching Bioethical 
Dilemmas as Ministers of the Mystery of 
God’s Mercy.”

Members of the San Francisco Metropolis Council.

Clergy retreat participants at St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center.

Kristen Bruskas photos


