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The October issue celebrates 
the 25th anniversary of Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew’s election 
and enthronement as head of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople and the 270th successor to the 
Apostle Andrew.

With 64 pages, this is also the larg-
est Orthodox Observer ever published 
and consists of two sections. The first 
section highlights the Ecumenical Pa-
triarch’s extraordinary ministry to the 
Church through articles and pictures, 
along with coverage of regular news. 
Coverage continues on pages 2, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 32 and 64. 

Section two presents congratula-
tory messages from the Metropolises 
of the Archdiocese, from Institutions 
of the Church and several parishes 
and individuals.

Honoring the Ecumenical 
Patriarch’s 25th Anniversary

Re� ecting on 
25  Years of 

Patriarchal Ministry
His All Holiness, our deeply respect-

ed and wholeheartedly loved Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, has completed by 
the grace of God 25 years of true apostolic 
ministry as Archbishop of Constantinople, 
New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch. 
We reverently, gratefully, and joyfully 
celebrate this landmark event.

His All Holiness was enthroned on 
November 2, 1991. He is among the few 
Ecumenical Patriarchs whose tenure has 
spanned several decades. This long tenure 
has provided the chronological trajectory 
for continuous and dynamic activities and 
initiatives that reveal the truly apostolic 
character of the ministry of the 270th suc-
cessor of Saint Andrew the First-called 
Apostle and brother of St. Peter.

From the day of his enthronement, 
our Ecumenical Patriarch spoke decisively 
of the need to follow the canonical order 
of the Orthodox Church and to respect 
the revered tradition and the experience 
of the Great Church of Christ. He said: We 
shall work in the light of the Church and 
solely without leaving its proper frame-
work and its canonical action maintaining 
harmony with our brethren… in the way 
of service to the Church. This conviction 
extended beyond the interests of the 
Church of Constantinople to include all 
that is of concern to the entirety of the 
Orthodox Church in the whole world.

As a result, among his first initiatives 
were his methodical efforts to enhance 
qualitatively and quantitatively the func-
tion of the Orthodox dioceses and par-
ishes which are under the Ecumenical 
Throne. He created new Metropolises 
among them being Toronto, Buenos Ai-
res, Mexico, Spain and Portugal, Hong 
Kong, Korea, and Singapore. He changed 
considerably the composition of the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate. 

At the same time through continuous 
visits and pastoral engagements in Con-
stantinople and elsewhere, the Patriarch 
took personal care of the Eparchies of 
the Throne in Europe and the Americas.

As a result, organizationally and ad-
ministratively, the Ecumenical Orthodox 
Church has expanded and changed from 
what it was thirty years ago. 

This is the result of the Orthodox 
consciousness, ecclesiological sensitivity, 
and priority placed by the Patriarch on 
canonical order and the universal witness 
of Orthodoxy as a ministerial imperative.

In this spirit, His All Holiness is 
responsible for another major initia-
tive which is the development of strong 

relationships among all Orthodox auto-
cephalous churches. This priority of the 
Patriarch was evident in his enthronement 
address. He said: United in this common 
faith, in the common Chalice and in love 
that activates faith, we extend our hand of 
communion to our venerable colleagues, 
the Primates, and we promise that in col-
lective responsibility with them we shall 
give witness in the midst of a divided 
world that desires unity and reconciliation 
as perhaps never before in history.

During the 25 years of his tenure a 
considerable number of meetings hap-
pened on various occasions in which he 
invited the heads of the autocephalous 
Orthodox churches to deal with various 
urgent administrative matters.

But much more substantive on the 
issue of the very well conceptualized 
initiative of the Patriarch to promote 
inter-Orthodox cooperation has been 
his resolve in convening the Holy and 

Great Council of Orthodox Churches in 
accordance with the decision of the Pan 
Orthodox Meetings in Rhodes, Greece in 
1961. It took quite a number of meetings 
of the Heads of the Orthodox Churches 
such as the Synaxes in Constantinople 
(2008, 2014) and in Chambesy, Geneva 
this year to finalize the convening of the 
Holy and Great Council.

The culmination of these truly apos-
tolic tasks has been, as we well know, The 
Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox 
Church that convened last June in Crete, 
Greece, in a spirit of love, unity, and mu-
tual respect. 

We know that to this day our Ecu-
menical Patriarch continues to remain 
ever vigilant and uncompromising in 
working towards a strong unity among 
all autocephalous Orthodox churches.

Archbishop Demetrios

Orthodox Observer archive photo
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Ecumenical Patriarch’s 25 th Anniversary

There is a third important initiative 
advanced by our Ecumenical Patriarch 
related to promoting the dialogue be-
tween our Orthodox Church and the 
Roman Catholic Church as well as some 
Protestant Churches and also some of the 
so called Oriental Orthodox Churches. 
Speaking on this point, the Patriarch said:

The Ecumenical Patriarchate has 
been an ardent proponent of genuine 
efforts among Christians to overcome 
animosity and misunderstandings. 

The Patriarchate has called upon the 
churches to come out of their isolation 
and to enter into dialogue for the sake 
of reconciliation and the restoration of 
visibly unity.

In order to obtain favorable results, 
our Patriarch intensified the existing 
dialogues between Orthodox and non-
Orthodox Christians. Furthermore he 
took the opportunity and initiative to 
meet repetitively with Popes John Paul 
II, Benedict XVI, and Francis.

A characteristic of the positive out-
come of these dialogues is that they have 
led to cooperation among the Orthodox 
and non-Orthodox Christian churches 
in fighting poverty, violence and factors 
destroying the sanctity of family.

An extension of this spirit of bring-
ing together strong human resources in 
order to achieve important social results is 
the initiative of our Patriarch to establish 
dialogues among groups or even nations 
which differ in culture, social structure, 
and political and economic conditions. 
He considers it essential to seize the 
valuable opportunity which God is of-
fering us to overcome divisions and to 

help bring peace and reconciliation to 
the human family. Further he believes 
the Church must manifest the possibility 
of the Orthodox Faith and Tradition to 
help resolving the problems of our time. 
For this specific purpose, he personally 
visited many countries, and among them 
countries where visits by any outsider 
would have been impossible.

The fifth important initiative of the 
Patriarch is the monumental work he has 
carried out related to the environment 
and its protection. He believes in the 
mobilization of the moral and spiritual 
resources of the entire human race to 
reestablish harmony between humankind 
and nature. 

He considers the Orthodox Church 
as a force of social and institutional mo-
bilization on many levels and has used 
this catalytic role not merely to offer a 
serious declaration on the issue but to 
work incessantly to raise awareness and 
offer action through mechanisms such 
as the International Symposia between 
scientists and theologians in areas with 
serious damage caused to bodies of water 
(Black Sea, Adriatic Sea, Danube River, 
Baltic Sea, Greenland, Amazon River and 
Mississippi River and New Orleans).

The consistency, duration, and qual-
ity of his specific work for the environ-
ment had a big impact in many areas and 
earned him the recognition as one of the 
foremost world leaders in the battle for 
saving the environment.

The above mentioned five broad 
initiatives are not the only ones on the 
Patriarch’s ever growing agenda and even 
they themselves present a huge amount 
of so called sub-initiatives.

This amazing activity of our Patriarch 

exists under the well known negative 
and restricted conditions under which 
he operates.

All the more, His All Holiness does 
not have the plentitude of resources in 
personnel and financial support that 
several non-Orthodox Churches have at 
their disposal. 

We should also not forget to mention 
that in spite of his unusually extensive 
and far reaching activities the Patriarch 
finds the time to communicate in the 
most pastoral way with many people, per-
sonally following their conditions in life, 
their families, and their spiritual growth, 
and remaining always cognizant of and 
sensitive to the needs of the faithful.

The Ecumenical Patriarch is a Servant 
of God in mission. He is the faithful imita-
tor of the example of the Lord Who said, 
I am among you as one who serves (Luke 
22:27). He leads through diakonia and 
service to Christ, the Leader and Perfecter 
of our Faith (Hebrews 12:2), working 
ceaselessly to bring to all the ends of the 
earth the renewing and healing power 
of the Gospel.

The very well deserved solemn cel-
ebration of 25 years of Patriarchal minis-
try constitutes a landmark in the history 
of contemporary Orthodoxy. 

His All Holiness has been instru-
mental in convincingly demonstrating 
the diachronically ecumenical and truly 
universal nature and mission of the Or-
thodox Church.

We celebrate in a spirit of the most 
sincere and deep thankfulness to God 
for our Patriarch. But we view this cel-
ebration as a significant starting point 
for launching a new phase of apostolic 
ministry.

With his extraordinary personality 
and sharp intellect, his remarkable ex-
perience, his apostolic mentality and his 
God given talent for initiative and creativ-
ity, we are certain that our Patriarch, with 
the assistance of God and by His grace, 
will offer in the years to come new fields 
of action, new avenues towards higher 
goals, always for the glory of His Holy 
Name.

With all our heart we exclaim, Axios! 
and add wholeheartedly, Eis Polla Eti 
Despota!

Reflecting on 25 Years of Patriarchal Ministry
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GEORGE S. TSANDIKOS MICHAEL PSAROS CATHERINE BOUFFIDES–WALSH

NEW YORK - At its semi-annual meet-
ings held Oct. 11–13, the Archdiocese 
Holy Synod deliberated extensively on 
many matters including the following: 

• Discussed Liturgical matters re-
lated: a) to the implementation of the 
edition of the approved by the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate text of the Divine Liturgy 
of St. John Chrysostom by the priests, 
chanters and choirs, and b) the continua-
tion of translations of liturgical texts – the 
Holy Prothesis, Great Vespers, Orthros 
(Matins) etc.

• According to Archdiocese regula-
tions, the Holy Synod reviewed the list of 
priest candidates for the rank of a bishop 
which will be sent to the Ecumenical Patri-
archate for approval.

• Established protocol for bestowing 
offikia to priests serving in the Armed Forc-
es. The Archbishop will award the offikia 
after the recommendation of the Military 
Ordinary, Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver.

• Discussed matters related to the life 
and work of the parishes especially admin-
istrative, financial and legal.

Holy Synod Holds 
Fall  Meetings

• Discussed extensively ways to reach 
out to non-active Orthodox Christians and 
ways to make them active in the life of the 
Church. Furthermore, it was decided that 
the efforts to reach out to the Orthodox 
students in the universities must be inten-
sified so that they may participate in the 
local gatherings of the Orthodox students 
(Orthodox Christian Fellowship).

• The Synod also discussed educa-
tional matters, such as the education of 
clergy candidates as well as lay people 

involved in the parish ministries.
• Mention was made on the decisions 

of the Holy and Great Synod and ways to 
educate both clergy and laity about them. 
It was noted that during the 43rd Clergy 
Laity Congress this past July four hierarchs 
together with the Archbishop participated 
as members of the Holy and Great Synod. 
These hierarchs made very successful pre-
sentations during the Congress analyzing 
the many aspects of the Great Synod to 
the delegates of the parishes.

• The day before the Synod began its 
deliberations, the members worked on a 
text of Internal Regulations for the Holy 
Monasteries.

Following the completion of the 
Synod’s deliberations, members presided 
over the Archdiocesan Council commit-
tees and participants in the meeting of 
the Archdiocesan Council.

From the Office of  the Chief Secretary 
of the Holy Eparchial Synod.

NEW YORK – Archdiocesan Council 
and National Philoptochos Board members 
held their inaugural meetings of the 2016-
18 term with several new officers named 
for both groups.

Archbishop Demetrios named George 
S. Tsandikos as vice chairman of the Coun-
cil. He succeeds the late Michael Jaharis, 
who served as vice chairman for 16 years 
until his death earlier this year.

Mr. Tsandikos also is chairman of the 
Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endow-
ment Fund since 2014, an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, and a member 
of Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral in 
New York. 

A native of Worcester, Mass., he is the 
son of a Greek Orthodox priest, Fr. Solon 
Tsandikos, a graduate of Boston College 
Law School and has been managing direc-
tor of Rockefeller & Co., in New York since 
2003.

Michael Psaros has been named as 
treasurer. A native of Weirton, W.Va., he 
is  a co-founder and managing partner of 
KPS Capital Partners, LP, in New York and 
a member of its Investment Committee. 
KPS Capital Partners, LP is the manager of 
KPS Special Situations Funds, a family of 
private equity funds with approximately 
$5.5 billion of assets under management. 

He also is a member of the Hellenic 

George S. Tsandikos Named Archdiocesan Council Vice Chairman

American Bankers Association.
Catherine Bouffides Walsh of 

Glastonbury, Conn., a member of the 
Archdiocesan Council Legal Committee, 
has been reappointed as secretary.

Other executive committee members 
include the Metropolitans of the Holy 
Synod, George Petrakis of Tewksbury, 
Mass; Theofanis Economides of Los Al-
tos, Calif.; James C. Fountas of Scotch 
Plains, N.J; Dr. Louis Roussalis of Casper, 
Wyo; George Vourvoulias of Green Lake, 

Wis. Non–votng members are Bishop 
Andonios of Phasiane, chancellor and 
Jerry Dimitriou, executive director of 
administration.

The Archbishop administered the 
oath of office to the new National Board 
for the term 2016–18.

Other Council meeting highlights in-
cluded a progress report on St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church and National 
Shrine by Jerry Dimitriou, who noted the 
dome would be installed in early Novem-
ber and estimated completion date for 
the entire project is spring 2018.

Ionian Village Director Fr. Evagoras 
Constantinides gave an update on the 
situation at the camp following the ex-
tensive damage caused by a waterspout/
tornado in early September.

An extensive report on the camp will 
be published in the November issue of 
the Orthodox Observer.

In a report from the Administra-
tion Committee, Constantine Caras of 
Wilmington, Del., called for a resolution 
honoring former committee chairman An-
thony Stefanis for his years of service. He 
recently stepped down from the Council 
because of family obligations. 

At the Archbishop’s request, the 
names of Michael Jaharis and former legal 
counsel Emmanuel Demos were added to 
the resolution, which Council members 
approved.

National Philoptochos
At their inaugural meeting of the 2016-

18 National Philoptochos Board taking 
place concurrently with that of the Arch-
diocesan Council, Archbishop Demetrios 
reappointed Maria Logus to a second term 
as National Philoptochos president. He 
praised Ms. Logus for her deep commit-
ment to Philoptochos and the Church and 
commended her first term as president.

Logus is a lifelong resident of the New 
York City borough of Brooklyn and parish-
ioner at Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church. She 
is currently a lawyer for the New York State 
Unified Court System. She joined Philopto-
chos at age 18.

Members of the new Executive Board 
are: Jeannie Ranglas, first vice president; 
Evangeline Mekras Scurtis, second vice 
president; Joanne Stavrakas, third vice 
president; Barbara Pasalis, secretary; Martha 
Stefanidakis, treasurer; and Georgia Vlitas, 
assistant treasurer.

In advisory positions are Deana Balaht-
sis, legal advisor; Maria Stavropoulos, proto-
col officer; and Irene Steffas, parliamentar-
ian.Continuing on the Executive Board are 
Metropolis presidents: Jennifer Constantin, 
Direct Archdiocesan District; Pam Argyris, 
Chicago; Frances Levas, Boston; Barbara 
Vittas, Denver; Dee Nicolaou, Atlanta; Mar-
garet Yates, Detroit; Crystal Thomas, Pitts-
burgh; Jeannie Ranglas, San Francisco and 
Anastasia Michals, New Jersey.GOA/D.PANAGOS

GOA/D.PANAGOS
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Biographical
Summary

of His 
All–Holiness

The Ecumenical Patriarchate is 
the foremost ecclesiastical centre of 
the Orthodox Church throughout the 
world, tracing its history to the Day 
of Pentecost and the early Christian 
communities founded by the Apostles 
of Jesus Christ. According to tradition, 
the “First-Called” of these Apostles, 
Andrew, preached the Gospel around 
Asia Minor, the Black Sea, Thrace 
and Achaia, where he was martyred. 
In 36 AD, he founded the Church on 
the shores of the Bosphorus in the 
city known then as Byzantium, later 
Constantinople and today Istanbul. St. 
Andrew is the Patron Saint of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate; his Patronal Feast 
is celebrated on November 30.

The title “Ecumenical Patriarch” 
dates to the sixth century and his-
torically belongs to the Archbishop 
of Constantinople. As Archbishop of 
Constantinople-New Rome, Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew occupies 
the First Throne of the worldwide 
Orthodox Christian Church, presiding 
in historical honor and fraternal spirit 
as “first among equals” of all Orthodox 
Primates.

Born Demetrios Archondonis in 
1940 on the island of Imvros. 

His All-Holiness Bartholomew 
was elected in October 1991 as the 
270th Archbishop of the 2000–year–old 
Church founded by St. Andrew, serving 
as Archbishop of Constantinople-New 
Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch.

The personal experience and theo-
logical formation of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch provide him with a unique 
perspective on ecumenical relations 
and environmental issues. 

His All-Holiness has worked tire-
lessly for reconciliation among Chris-
tian Churches and acquired an interna-
tional reputation for raising ecological 
awareness on a global level. 

He has worked to advance rec-
onciliation with the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Anglican Communion, 
as well as other Christian confessions, 
through theological dialogues and 
personal encounters with respective 
leaders in order to address issues of 
common concern.

Closely involved with the World 
Council of Churches, he has served 
on its Executive and Central Commit-
tees and Faith and Order Commission. 
Moreover, he has initiated numerous 
international meetings and conversa-
tions with Muslim and Jewish leaders 
in an effort to promote mutual respect 
and religious tolerance worldwide, but 
especially in the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean, thereby proving a pio-
neer in interfaith encounters through-
out the world. 

Finally, the Ecumenical Patriarch 
has presided over the historic restora-
tion of the Autocephalous Church of 
Albania and the Autonomous Church 
of Estonia, also providing spiritual 
and moral support to many traditional 
Orthodox countries emerging from 

New Biography
of Ecumenical 

Patriarch Bartholomew
Published

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, 
spiritual head of the world’s 300 million 
Orthodox Christians, continues to build 
bridges across all faiths and cultures from 
Constantinople (now known as Istanbul), 
a city of central importance to Christian 
history and the development of Christian 
doctrine.

For over 1,700 years, the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate has remained in present-day 
Istanbul and has been a force in the region 
of the Middle East supporting both the 
diminishing Christian presence, as well 
as establishing dialogue with Islam, Juda-
ism and the wider interfaith community. 
Largely flying “under the radar” in the U.S. 
outside a handful of major metropolitan 
areas, the Orthodox Church is second in 
size only to the Roman Catholic Church, 
and has 300 million members worldwide. 
Patriarch Bartholomew, who will celebrate 
an unprecedented 25 years of overseeing 
the Christian East, has quietly made his-
tory by:

• Forging a close personal friendship 
with Pope Francis (who even wrote the 
foreword to the new biography about 
Bartholomew, a historic first for a Pope)

• Meeting extensively with every U.S. 
president since Jimmy Carter, and dozens 
of other world leaders and dignitaries 
seeking to help those who need help most, 
regardless of their faith 

• Convening the first General Church 
Council of Orthodox Christianity in over 
1,200 years in June of 2016

• Building bridges with other churches 
and religions to help with social issues, 
global peace, religious freedom, the envi-
ronment, and more

• Working to rebuild St. Nicholas 
Church at Ground Zero in NYC, leveled 
by the September 11th terrorist attacks, 
for use as an inter-faith center available to 
everyone for prayer and reflection when 
visiting the site of the worst terrorist attack 
in U.S. history

A new biography set for release this 

uu next page

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is enthroned in the Patriarchal Church of St. George at the Phanar 
on Nov. 2, 1991, following his election on Oct. 22.

His All–Holiness addresses the newly elected Archbishop Demetrios before the Holy and Sacred Synod 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate on Aug. 20, 1999.

month, the first ever on Bartholomew, 
paints a picture of a strong, humble leader 
who is well-loved across a wide variety of 
political and religious boundaries. 

With unfettered access to church files, 
Bartholomew’s personal notes, and the 
patriarch himself, author John Chryssavgis 
has woven together the incredible story of 
a man who has longed to serve God, the 
Church, and the world his entire life. This 

book removes the veil of mystery from this 
joyful man of God who is anything but 
mysterious, as evidenced by the heartfelt 
contributions to the book from friends in-
cluding VP Joe Biden, Jane Goodall, Pope 
Francis and Pope Emeritus Benedict, former 
VP Al Gore and ABC News anchor George 
Stephanopoulos. 

The biography is sold in most book-
stores and wherever books are sold. 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew with the other participating hierarchs at the Great and Holy Council in June.

Ecumenical Patriarch’s 25 th Anniversary

GOA Archival photos
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Ecumenical Patriarch’s 25 th Anniversary

decades of wide-scale religious persecu-
tion behind the Iron Curtain. 

A citizen of Turkey, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew received his 
elementary and secondary education 
in Imvros and Istanbul. 

After completing undergraduate 
studies at the Theological School of 
Halki, Istanbul, His All-Holiness pur-
sued graduate studies at the Pontifical 
Oriental Institute of the Gregorian 
University in Rome, the Ecumenical 
Institute in Bossey (Switzerland) and 
the University of Munich. His doctoral 
dissertation was in the field of Canon 
Law; he was a founding member of the 
Society of Canon Law of the Oriental 
Churches. Ordained to the Diaconate 
in 1961 and to the Priesthood in 1969, 
he served as assistant dean at the Theo-
logical School of Halki (1968-72) before 
being appointed Personal Secretary to 

his predecessor, the late Ecumenical 
Patriarch Demetrios (1972-90), as well 
as being elected Metropolitan of Phila-
delphia (1973) and, later, Metropolitan 
of Chalcedon (1990).

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
holds numerous honorary doctorates, 
from prestigious academic institutions 
such as the universities of Athens, 
Thessaloniki, Patras and Ioannina (in 
Greece), Georgetown and Yale (in the 
USA), Flinders and Manila, London, 
Edinburgh, Louvain, Moscow, Bologna 
and Bucharest (in Europe). 

He speaks Greek, Turkish, Italian, 
German, French and English; he is also 
fluent in classical Greek and Latin.

The role of the Ecumenical Patri-
arch as the primary spiritual leader of 
the Orthodox Christian world and trans-

national figure of global significance 
continues to prove increasingly vital. 

His All-Holiness has co-sponsored 
international peace conferences, as well 
as meetings on the subjects of racism 
and fundamentalism, bringing together 
Jews, Christians and Muslims for the 
purpose of generating greater coopera-
tion and mutual understanding. 

He has been invited to address 
the European Parliament, UNESCO, 
the World Economic Forum, as well as 
numerous national parliaments. 

He has organized eight interna-
tional, inter-faith and inter-disciplinary 
symposia, as well as numerous semi-
nars and summits, to address ecologi-
cal problems in the rivers and seas of 
the world, initiatives earning him the 
title “Green Patriarch” and the award 

of several significant environmental 
awards.

E c u m e n i c a l  P a t r i a r c h  B a r -
tholomew’s tenure has been charac-
terized by inter-Orthodox cooperation, 
inter-Christian and inter-religious 
dialogue, as well as by formal trips to 
Orthodox and Muslim countries sel-
dom previously visited. 

He has exchanged numerous invi-
tations with Church and State dignitar-
ies. His efforts to promote religious 
freedom and human rights, his initia-
tives to advance religious tolerance 
among the world’s religions, together 
with his work toward international 
peace and environmental protection 
have justly placed him at the forefront 
of global visionaries, peacemakers and 
bridge-builders as an apostle of love, 
peace and reconciliation. 

In 1997, he was awarded the Gold 
Medal of the United States Congress.

His feast day is June 11.

uu previous page Current Biography of His All–Holiness

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew has exerted a strong in� uence 
throughout the world to advance the cause of Orthodoxy.
He has traveled to more nations and met with more world leaders 
than any patriarch in history in his 25 years on the Ecumenical 
throne. In the process he has projected Orthodox Christianity 
in many venues and in the media, in prestigious journals and 
programs that have included “60 Minutes”, Time magazine, the 
Wall Street Journal and many others in this country and abroad.
A sampling of his worldwide in� uence through pictures appears 
on this page and pages 32 and 63.

1. Addressing the Los Angeles World A� airs Council on Nov. 7, 1997, 
during his month-long � rst visit to the United States, he told more 
than 1,000 people in the audience that the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
could serve as a mediator to help resolve regional disputes and 
that its mission embraces Orthodox Christians on every continent.

2. At a weeklong conference for Orthodox women May 10-17, 
1997, at the Ecumenical Patriarchate, His All Holiness meets with 
four o�  cial delegates, from left: Professor Sophie  Deicha of the 
St. Sergius Orthodox Institute in Paris, Katerina Zorba of Crete, 
Professor Kyriaki Karidoyanes-Fitzgerald of Boston, the theologi-
cal coordinator; and Despina Prassas, a doctoral candidate at the 
Catholic University of America in Washington.

3. During the Oct. 24-26, 2009 leg of his U.S. visit, he visited with 
U.N. Secretary General Ko�  Annan.

4. A lighter moment between the Ecumenical Patriarch and Patri-
arch Aleksy of Moscow and All Russia in late 1997.

5. Visiting ground zero on March 9, 2002, He lays a wreath at the 
mound of dirt where St. Nicholas Church once stood and conducted 
a memorial prayer.

6. During a visit of President Clinton to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the Patriarch shows the president a book of iconography.

7. CBS Correspondent Bob Simon introduces the segment of the 
program that aired Dec. 20, 2009 of his interview with His All 
–Holiness. The Patriarch explained the plight of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to millions of viewers around the world.

His Worldwide Ministry

GOA Archival photos
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Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
is one of the great religious leaders of our 
day. As a faithful Orthodox Christian, his life 
and ministry is centered on the person of 
Jesus Christ and guided by His Gospel. As a 
priest and person of prayer, he has a strong 
faith and a global vision. He sees beyond 
boundaries of alienation and division. As 
a teacher of the faith, he has inspired the 
faithful to respond to the critical issues fac-
ing the Church and the world today. He is 
a true Servant of the Gospel.

My wife, Kyriaki, and I have been 
blessed to know Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew for more than 30 years. We have 
met with him in his office at the Patriarchate 
and at his home. We have been with him for 
theological meetings in such diverse places 
as Halki, Boston, Geneva, Rhodes, Stavan-
ger, Budapest, and Santiago de Compostela. 
We were been part of the environmental 
study of the Black Sea. We have joined him 
for excursions with young people to Asia 
Minor and visits to the Patriarchate’s Home 
for the Elderly. We have accompanied him 
for Liturgy at local parishes. Our lives have 
been blessed and changed because of our 
friendship with him.

In each of these situations, we have 
seen his authenticity, generosity, and fa-
therly care.

Each day brings its own challenges for 
our Patriarch. On most weekdays, he wel-
comes to his office a wide variety of persons: 
pilgrims, theologians, church leaders, and 
heads of state, diplomats, and journalists.

On Sunday and holy days, he usually 
travels to one of the local parishes for the 
Liturgy and to meet with parishioners. In-
deed, one of his major concerns has been 
the return of churches and church prop-
erty which were confiscated by the Turkish 
government in the past. He has urged the 
government to recognize the legal status of 
the Patriarchate and to eliminate restrictions 
on its activities. Of particular concern is the 
Patriarch’s insistence upon the reopening of 
the Theological School on Halki which was 
closed by the Turkish government in 1971.

The daily concerns of the Patriarch are 
many. However, they have not deterred him 
from identifying the challenges which face 
the Church and our world. Even in the face 
of threats, intimidation, and false accusa-
tions, he has remained resolute in being a 
faithful witness to Christ and His Gospel.

A Leader of Orthodox Unity
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is a 

The Servant of the Gospel
by Rev. Dr. Thomas FitzGerald wise teacher. He is the inheritor of the great 

teaching ministry of such notable Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchs as St. Gregory the Theologian, 
St. John Chrysostom and St. Photios the 
Great. He is a teacher who not only knows 
the great tradition of the Church but also 
listens to the contemporary concerns of 
God’s people. The rich legacy of Orthodox 
Christianity is always expressed in the teach-
ings and the ministry of the Patriarch. At his 
Enthronement Address in 1991, he said: 
“Orthodoxy has much, much more to offer 
the contemporary world. In Orthodoxy one 
can find not only the correct faith in the 
true God but also the correct perception 
of humankind as the image of God, of the 
world, of the creation.”

For two decades, these convictions 
have been at the heart of the ministry of 
the Patriarch.

Our Patriarch teaches us that the Or-
thodox Church must strengthen its unity 
in faith and witness so that it can address 
crucial challenges. He tells us that our 
profession of the Orthodox faith must be 
expressed in our visible unity and witness in 
the world. As Ecumenical Patriarch, he has 
acted wisely and judiciously to strengthen 
the bond of unity and to deepen the spirit 
of conciliarity among the Autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches. His has called the 
Autocephalous Churches to move beyond 
parochialism and isolationism.

He is convinced that the witness of a 
united and vital Orthodox Church has much 
to offer to both Christianity and the world. 
His steadfast determination to convene the 
recent Holy and Great Council in Crete was 
an expression of his deep desire for a united 
witness of the Orthodox Church today.

A Healer and Reconciler
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

teaches us that the divisions among Chris-
tians are a scandal which weakens the mis-
sion of Christ’s followers in the world. He 
urges us not to become accustomed to our 
tragic divisions.

He supports steps towards reconcili-
ation which can overcome the divisions of 
the past. At the same time, he affirms that 
the restoration of unity and full communion 
among divided Christian Churches and 
communities can only come about through 
the clear resolution of doctrinal differences 
nurtured by prayer and expressed in com-
mon acts of witness.

Our Patriarch is especially concerned 
with the relationship between the Orthodox 

uu next page
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His All–Holiness conforts a refugee child in Lesvos as Pope Franchis looks on, April 16.

GOA Archival photos

by Constantine S. Sirigos

Reflections on 
His All–Holiness’ Leadership

ter with Pope Francis in Jerusalem. The 
Delegation had the privilege of witnessing 
firsthand, up close, the extraordinary humil-
ity of our Patriarch. While I could speak at 
length on his unbelievable faith, leadership, 
intellect, eloquence and character, nothing 
is more impressive than his basic humanity. 
A walking paradox: a true global giant, but 
also a simple man who calls on each of us to 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ with 
his same humility.”

George Marcus
Real estate developer and Greek-

American leader George Marcus, echoed 
Dr. Limberakis. “He’s a remarkable leader 
and the original environmentalist” among 
international religious figures “and he has 
done remarkable things through the years.”

William Antholis
William Antholis, former Brookings 

Institute managing director, said “I had the 
great honor to visit with His All Holiness at 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, as part of his 
ongoing mission to galvanize attention to 
global environmental protection.

His moral and human leadership on 
that topic cannot be understated. When 
Pope Francis recently issued his encyclical 
on the subject, it was warmly and univer-
sally received by the world’s political and 
religious leaders, at least in part, thanks to 
over two decades of pioneering work that 
His All Holiness had done in bringing the 
world’s scientists, political, social, and reli-
gious leaders together to examine the vari-
ous dimensions of stewarding creation…
through his personal touch he created a 
moral language that has shaped both God’s 
planet and his people for the better.”

C. Dean Metropoulos
Investor C. Dean Metropoulos, chair-

man of FAITH, An Endowment for Ortho-
doxy and Hellenism, said “As an Orthodox 
Community we ought to be very proud…
as both a religious leader, as a human be-
ing and as an intellectual he is a truly world 
figure that we can be proud of. He is not just 
a cleric, he occupies the space with other 
talented and great leaders. The fact that 
he is called the ‘Green Patriarch,’ a phrase 
coined by Vice President Al Gore, is very 
significant. His commitment, participation 
and credibility on that subject is recognized 
by all people concerned about that issue 
around the world.”

The environment issue evokes 
thoughts about children and their future 
and Metropoulos noted that the Patriarch 
“is a grandfather and godfather figure for 
children around the world.”

“His All Holiness is the kind of intel-
lectual that doesn’t only talk about an issue, 
but he makes people think deeply about 
it – making people not at first interested in 
the issue think about its connection with 
spirituality,” Metropoulos said, adding, 
“He is a very provocative and very engaging 
stimulator of action…he is not passive cleric 
or just a thinker…the fact that he speaks 
so many languages fluently, and that he 
represents the Orthodox in a wonderful 
and dignified way is a great tribute to him.

Aphrodite Skeadas
Aphrodite Skeadas came to know His 

NEW YORK – Since being enthroned 
Nov. 2, 1991, as the 270th Archbishop of 
Constantinople–New Rome, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew has led an ancient 
Church in the modern world, spreading the 
gospel in age of secularism and religious 
violence and fighting for peace and freedom 
armed with charisma, humility, and love. 
A single sentence can hardly hint at more 
contradictions, yet that is both the challenge 
and achievement of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew.

To make an impact on leaders in all 
fields – heads of state, scientists, artists, en-
trepreneurs - and children, as is evidenced 
by the smiles that bloom when His All Ho-
liness greets them, is the mark of a world 
leader who connects on more than just the 
intellectual level.

The Orthodox Observer invited a few 
individuals who have had the opportunity 
to meet with His All Holiness at the Phanar 
and to accompany him during his trips to 
the United States to share their thoughts.

Dr. Anthony Limberakis
Dr. Anthony Limberakis, the National 

Commander of the Archons of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate-Order of St. Andrew, was a 
witness during the triumph of Orthodoxy 
that was the Holy and Great Council held 
in Crete this past June.

“I believe that the election of Patriarch 
Bartholomew was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit because he was the person absolutely 
needed to safeguard the Ecumenical Patri-
archate” and to project its image abroad “as 
well as developing ministries to safeguard 
the environment, to bring factions of peo-
ple together – Moslems, Jews, Christians – 
especially now, promoting Orthodox Unity 
through the Great and Holy Council which 
he had been personally working on since 
the early 1960s.

“He has shown extraordinary courage 
to speak out in Turkey regarding its huge re-
ligious freedom deficit,” he said, and noted 
the extraordinary interview the Patriarch 
gave to 60 Minutes where he expressed 
that he himself felt “crucified” under the 
existing conditions.

“Bob Simon asked the question heard 
round the world and the answer reverber-
ated around the world,” Dr. Limberakis 
said, adding, “That interview did more to 
inform all freedom-loving people about 
that religious freedom deficit that asphyxi-
ates not only the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
but Protestants, Catholics, Armenians, and 
Jews in Turkey.”

He lauded Patriarch Bartholomew’s 
“Courage, his piety in leading Orthodox 
Christians around the world in an affirma-
tion of unity and protecting the gifts of 
our creator in terms of the environment 
and calling attention to human action that 
pollutes the environment, going so far as 
to declare that if you disrespect the environ-
ment you are committing a sin.”

As a physician, Dr. Limberakis is im-
pressed at “His physical strength in con-
ducting the requirements of the office…he 
is an inspiration to all who work with him 
and are around him.”

Michael Psaros
Investor and industrialist Michael Psa-

ros said “I had the great blessing of being a 
member of the Accompanying Delegation 
for the historic Patriarchal - Papal Encoun- uu to page 9
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The Servant of the Gospel
Church and the Catholic Church, divided 
formally since 1484.

His relationship with Pope John Paul 
II, Pope Benedict and now Pope Francis is 
a sign of the process of reconciliation. Our 
Patriarch encourages great contacts. He sup-
ports deeper theological dialogue nurtured 
by prayer and common witness at both the 
local and global levels.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
also teaches us that there is a critical need 
for mutual respect and understanding 
among the religions of the world.

Deeply sensitive to the many incidents 
of terrorism and fanaticism, our Patriarch 
speaks out boldly against violence and 
injustices, especially those acts carried out 
in the name of religion. Condemning all as-
pects of religious fanaticism, he affirms the 
need for mutual respect of races, religions 
and cultures. He supports discussions with 
leaders of Judaism and Islam. He calls all 
to honor places of prayer, cemeteries, and 
historic religious buildings of all faiths. He 
urges religious leaders to honor human 
rights and publically to oppose all forms of 
discrimination.

The visit of Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew, together with Pope Francis and 
Archbishop Ieronimos of Athens to the 
island of Lesvos on April 16, 2016, was a 
profound expression of love and identifica-
tion with the migrants.

The event called the attention of the 
world, and especially Christians, to the 
tragic plight of the refugees of war. Through 
this, our Patriarch reminds us of our obliga-
tion to care for the needy and less fortunate. 
He affirms the dignity of every human per-
son created and honored by God.

Most recently, Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew participated with Pope Fran-
cis in the prayer service for peace at Assisi, 
Italy on Sept. 20, 2016. 

His presence there once again demon-
strates that persons of faith have a special 
responsibility to be healers and reconcilers 
in our troubled world.

A Steward of Creation
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

teaches us that we are the stewards of 
God’s good creation. The Patriarch reminds 
us that the creation is gift from God to be 
treasured and not abused. Our relationship 
with the Triune God and with one another 
always takes place within the created real-
ity. While we affirm a distinctive quality and 
dignity of the human person, we are never 
detached from the rest of the created reality. 
The human person shares in the reality of 
entire creation with all of God’s creatures. 
Creation is the sacred bond among us. It 
is the context through which our growth 
in holiness takes place. Our movement 
toward God and others does not draw us 
away from the creation. The physical world 
is not an obstacle to our growth in holiness. 
Far from rejecting the body and the rest of 
the material creation, the Patriarch teaches 
us to look upon the physical as the work of 
God and the medium through which the 
divine is manifest to us. Every sacrament is 
a powerful reminder that we are meant to 
be good stewards of God’s world.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
offers to the world a profound witness to 
Christ and His Gospel as taught by the Or-
thodox Church. With wisdom, humility and 
courage, he has led the historic Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople for 25 years. 
Representing the Orthodox Church on the 
world stage, the Patriarch is an example of a 
person of faith who is inspiring, healing and 
reconciling. His servant-leadership reveals 
the positive contribution which a person of 
love and faith can make to the witness of the 
Church and the well being of society. We 
pray that the Lord with bless Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew with many years of 
faithful and devoted service to Our Lord 
and His Church.

Fr. Thomas FitzGerald, Th.D., Proto-
presbyter of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, is 
professor of Church History and Historical 
Theology at Holy Cross School of Theology 
in Brookline, Mass., and pastor of St. Nicho-
las Church in Manchester, N.H.
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Text of President Obama’s congratulatory letter to His All–Holiness.
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First Encounters with a Friend to All
by Dr. Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGerald

My husband and I were first in-
troduced to Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew during the early 1980’s about 
a decade before his election. We were 
invited to serve on the team of theo-
logians representing the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate with the task to review the 
various responses of Christian churches 
to the “Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry” 
(BEM) document of the World Council of 
Churches, Faith and Order Commission. 
I subsequently learned that my name had 
been proposed to Patriarch Bartholomew 
who was serving as the Metropolitan of 
Philadelphia at the time. He led the team 
of Orthodox theologians representing 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constan-
tinople.

This two-week long consultation 
took place at Holy Cross Greek Ortho-
dox School of Theology, where both 
my husband and I were serving on the 
graduate theological faculty. There were 
many well-known and respected Ortho-
dox theologians in attendance. From 
our first conversations, I was deeply 
impressed and moved how Metropolitan 
Bartholomew intentionally encouraged 
me. I was one of the first female gradu-
ates of an Orthodox theological seminary 
serving in theology. To our delight, he 
seemed to enjoy our conversations and 
took extra time to meet with us.

These opportunities for encounter 
provided a fertile soil to engender a vari-
ety of topics for discussion During some 
of our more informal times, I noticed how 
he seemed to really enjoy spontaneously 
meeting others. These happy surprises 
energized him.

He especially loved speaking with 
others from various cultural backgrounds 
and faith traditions. He also enjoyed 
learning more about Orthodox Christians 
from the West.

During many of our informal mo-
ments he would speak with us about his 
profound respect and love for Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Demetrios. He exhibited a 
type of deep reverence and loyalty, which 
felt to me much like the tender affec-
tion of a good son toward his treasured, 
saintly father.

Even from these first meetings, my 
husband and I were deeply struck by his 
profound love for the Church and a love 
for others. This great love was reflected 
in part through his desire to cultivate 
Orthodox unity. Even then he shared his 
personal hope for a future meeting of the 
“Holy and Great Council.”

During the days of the BEM Consul-
tation, I was invited to offer the homily 
during Matins in our seminary chapel. 
That was my first opportunity to speak in 
the seminary chapel in the presence of a 
hierarch (let alone one who was directly 
representing the Ecumenical Patriarch). 
He kindly came to me afterwards and 
warmly thanked me for my offering, 
saying with a smile, this was “very Ortho-
dox.” He blessed my eventually becom-
ing a regular Member of the Commission 
of Faith and Order of the WCC. 

For the next fourteen years after 
my induction, I served as one of a four-
person delegation representing our 
patriarchate.

This appointment set the stage for 
the blessing of many ensuing opportuni-
ties for service, as well benefitting from 

many personal encounters with His All-
Holiness, and other highly respected 
leaders of our Church internationally.

For example, while still Metropoli-
tan of Philadelphia, he invited me to 
serve as one of the theological consul-
tants and presenters for the Interna-
tional Orthodox Symposium on the Role 
and Participation of Women in the Life 
of the Church. This historic event took 
place on the island of Rhodes, Greece 
in 1988.

During this important pan-Or-
thodox meeting, it was unanimously 
affirmed that the service of laywomen 
within the life of the Church be further 
encouraged, cultivated and supported. 
Over the many years since Rhodes, 
despite extreme pressure from a few 
sectors deliberately misinterpreting 
the official conclusions, he has never 
stepped back from these affirmations 
and recommendations!

Later, at a Faith and Order Consul-
tation meeting in Budapest in 1989, he 
asked me to step in to speak for one 
of the main presenters who could not 
come at the last minute. With less than 
24 hours’ notice he asked me to speak 
on “the role of spirituality and prayer in 
ecumenical theological conversation”. 
Despite the lack of notice to prepare, he 
encouraged me, “you must do this well, 
push yourself on behalf of the Church”. 
Suffice it to say, he came to me after-
wards with a smile saying, it was “very 
Orthodox.”

In fact, during the 1990’s he person-
ally encouraged me to “push myself” 
in several contexts representing our 
Mother Church and Orthodoxy in several 
conferences and dialogues. At each point 
for these and other assignments, he kept 
reminding me of the importance to “af-
firm the recommendations of Rhodes”, 
making sure to keep a “very Orthodox” 
focus.

During the decades of his faithful 
leadership, we witness a world that 
simultaneously has become a much 
more complicated and tenuous place. 
Progress in a number of ecclesial and 
pastoral contexts have not progressed in 
the pace and manner as initially hoped. 
Still, it must be confessed that we have 
been ambushed by Love through the 
fruit borne in relationships founded 
many years ago. These are relationships 
sincerely established in the presence of 
the loving God.

Despite disappointments and chal-
lenges, during this same great period of 
time and after much strenuous effort, 
numerous unforeseen benefits and bless-
ings have been generated, for “where sin 
abounds, grace abounds far more abun-
dantly” (Romans 5:20).

I know that I am only one person 
among many, many others who can praise 
the benevolent Lord for meeting and be-
friending this ever-faithful, thoughtful and 
persistent man of God, His All-Holiness, 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. His 
personal encouragement to persons like 
me has unknowingly helped give birth to a 
number of unforeseen benefits, ministries 
and blessings within the life of the Church.

Dr. Kyriaki Karidoyanes FitzGerald 
is adjunct professor of theology at Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of The-
ology, St. Catherine’s Vision executive 
director.
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Reflections on Leadership
All Holiness during her tenure as Philop-
tochos’ National President. She said, “Not 
only the Orthodox, but the people of the 
world are blessed to have a leader like his 
All Holiness, who is our worldwide spiritu-
ality father and who has also impacted the 
world through his groundbreaking work on 
the environment...he has done so much to 
move that conversation and bring it to the 
forefront.”

Skeadas said “He is the ultimate peace-
maker and model for all of us. We talked 
about the plight of the people of the world 
who are underprivileged and he noted the 
assistance we must give to them. He blessed 
us and encouraged us be the best that we 
can and to do whatever we could to helped 
anybody in need.”

She first met him about 10 years ago. 
“I remember how interested he was” in 
everyone he met. Describing her visit, ac-
companied by the national Philoptochos 
Board, with His All Holiness when he was 
in America, she said, “He just touched our 
hearts…it was a huge honor…I have had the 
pleasure and honor to be in his presence 
on a number of occasions and I have never 
met a leader who has the humility, faith, 
and the brilliance of mind.”

During their conversation the Patriarch 
stressed the importance of Philoptochos’ 
mission. “You fulfill the teaching of Divine 
Love,” likening Philoptochos members to 
the myrrh bearing women of the gospels. 
“I was very touched when he said that…
The essence that defines our Ecumenical 
Patriarch’s ministry is Agape,” Skeadas said. 

Congressman Gus Bilirakis
Congressman Bilirakis, co-founder of 

the U.S. Congress’s Hellenic Caucus and 
champion of religious freedom and the 
Patriarchate wrote in his message to the 
Observer, “I celebrate with great pride 
the occasion of the 25th anniversary of the 
enthronement of Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-

tholomew as the spiritual leader of nearly 
300 million Orthodox Christians around the 
world and millions of Orthodox Christians 
in America.”

The congressman’s litany of honors 
reflected the global impact of the Patriarch’s 
mission.

“In his 25 year tenure, Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew has been formally rec-
ognized and honored by countless govern-
mental, academic, and public institutions 
worldwide.  On his first official visit to the 
United States in 1997, Congress presented 
him with a gold medal in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions to religious un-
derstanding and peace. The Congressional 
Medal of Honor is an incredible distinction 
reserved for a very small number of world 
leaders.  In fact, the legislation for Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew’s Gold Medal, 
received the highest number of Congres-
sional cosponsors as any on record.

His All Holiness received this award in 
the U.S. Capitol Rotunda - the second living 
person in American history to be honored 
in such a manner.

This honor has been reserved for the 
likes of George Washington, Pope John 
Paul IV and Winston Churchill, among 
others. Additionally, Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew is recognized in the United 
States and abroad as a leader in the quest 
for world peace and greater religious 
understanding. And, for his meaningful 
work and respect for the Earth’s environ-
ment, he is affectionately known as ‘the 
Green Patriarch.’ It is no wonder that 
in 2008 TIME Magazine named him as 
one of 100 most influential people in the 
world. Axios!”

Citing the then-upcoming HGC, Bili-
rakis’ words were prescient: “There is the 
one religious leader worldwide who has 
the wisdom, knowledge, love, and faith, as 
“the first among equals,” to convene such 
a remarkable event, and concluded ”I wish 
his All Holiness another blessed 25 years 
at least, and I will always be at his service.”
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Ecumenical Patriarch’s 
25 th Anniversary

Hierarchs of the Holy and Great Council attend � nal service during their week-long historic gather-
ing in Crete. 
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Archons 

NEW YORK – The Athenagoras Hu-
man Rights Award Banquet of the Order 
of St. Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate Oct. 15 served to celebrate 
two milestones: the 25th anniversary of the 
enthronement of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, and the 50th anniversary of 
the establishment of the Order.

The event also honored New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo with the Patriarch 
Athenagoras Human Rights Award, which 
is presented to a person or organization 
which has consistently exemplified concern 
for the basic rights and religious freedom 
of all people and the cause of the Mother 
Church in Constantinople.

Gov. Cuomo’s support was critical in 
the successful effort to keep St. Nicholas 
Church at the World Trade Center.

Archons’ National Commander Dr. 
Anthony Limberakis said of Cuomo: “You 
merit praise for your role in providing fair-
ness and justice to the decision making pro-
cess surrounding St. Nicholas. You stood by 
our community every step of the way…we 
proclaim you Axios!, Axios!, Axios!”

“This is a special honor and a joy for 
me,” Cuomo declared. “Growing up in 
Queens the Greek community are literally 
your neighbors,” whom he praised for “the 
values the Greeks hold dear and brought 
to our country – the respect for family, the 
belief in education and opportunity for all, 
and the respect for law and order, belief in 
the community, and respect for others and 
the tolerance of differences.”

Cuomo reminisced about the time he 

NY Gov. Andrew Cuomo Honored at Archons Banquet
by Constantine S. Sirigos spent with his father, former Gov. Mario 

Cuomo, and Archbishop Iakovos – “two 
of my heroes.” Cuomo continued, “they 
had a very special relationship. They re-
ally did love each other. And just spending 
time listening to their jousts was always an 
education.”

Cuomo said, “I remember Archbishop 
Iakovos talk about Plato and ‘know thyself’ 
– the concept of knowing your essence…
and living your essence, and how powerful 
that was.

“He talked to me about philotimo 
[which is about] essential goodness, being 
a friend of honor – and that inside us hu-
manity is basically good and we have to live 
that goodness…and live that acceptance.”

He continued by saying “and when 
Archbishop Demetrios spoke to me about 
St. Nicholas I heard my father’s voice and 
Archbishop Iakovos’, and I heard inside 
me ‘what better place than the site of 9/11 
to have a sanctuary, a monument that says 
‘we are all one people…and all are invited 
to one holy place, St. Nicholas…the only 
church on Ground Zero’…one of the hand-
ful of beautiful accomplishments I’ll have 
the rest of my life.”

Archbishop Demetrios complimented 
the governor’s call for respect for others 
with the words of St. Paul that “all are one,” 
which he said was the spirit of the work of 
Patriarch Athenagoras and Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew and of his predecessor 
Archbishop Iakovos.

His Eminence also noted that, in ad-
dition to the two anniversaries already 
mentioned, two more noteworthy events 
occurred that week. One was the signing 

on Oct. 14 of the definitive documents for 
the rebuilding of St. Nicholas and the Port 
Authority – its Executive Director Patrick J. 
Foye was on the dais –  for which the Arch-
bishop thanked the governor.

The fourth auspicious coincidence 
was that on the weekend Orthodoxy 
commemorates the Fathers of the 7th

Ecumenical Council in 787, the last 
held by the undivided Church before 
the schism with the Rome, the Athena-
goras Award was presented to a son of 
the Catholic Church, and concluded his 
remarks saying, “We deeply, fully and 
sincerely congratulate you and we are 

sure the good Lord would bless you 
throughout your life.”

Dr. Limberakis spoke with great pride 
and deep reverence about Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew. “Since 1991 the 
Orthodox Christian world and indeed 
the whole planet have been blessed with 
this upright and true shepherd of the 
faith,” and spotlighted the Holy and Great 
Council that was held in Crete. “Under the 
aegis…and counsel of His All Holiness, the 
Orthodox Church achieved its first general 
council in over 1,200 years...such a council 
would have been unthinkable without the 
Ecumenical Patriarch.”

New Archon Class
The following individuals are the new class of Archons for 2016 (alphabetical order): Peter G. Chiop-
elas, Beechhurst N.Y; Dr. Zenon Christodoulou, North Branch, N.J; Frank N. Demeris, Houston; John 
A. Hilaris, Elmhurst Ill; Michael Kavourias, Manhasset, N.Y; John Spiro Koudounis, Chicago; Nicholas 
George Latousakis, Weirton, W.Va; William George Lianos, Grosse Pointe, Mich; Richard Kelly McGee, 
Houston; Peter Mesologites, Kings Point, N.Y; Ted Moudis, Manhasset, N.Y; Tom Nixon, Charlotte, N.C; 
Christopher George Rongos, Huntertown, Ind., Byron Alexander Scordelis, Saratoga, Calif; Franklin 
Gay Sisson Jr., Paradise Valley, Ariz; George Alexander Stamboulidis, Rockville Centre, N.Y; George, 
Svokos, Franklin Lakes, N.J; Andrew Veniopoulos, New York; Andrew Chris Zachariades, Brick, N.J; 
Steve, Zervoudis, Englewood Cli� s, N.J. (below) Archons attending the induction ceremony at Holy 
Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral on Oct. 16.
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NEW YORK  –  At their annual Nicholas 
J. Bouras Award Dinner on Oct. 14, the 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
bestowed the award for extraordinary 
stewardship to Theofanis V. Economidis of 
Los Altos, Calif. He has pursued many phil-
anthropic activities over the years to benefit 

Theofanis Economidis with Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, master 
of ceremonies Archon John Metaxas (left) and National Commander Dr. Anthony Limberakis.

‘Fanis’ Economidis Receives Bouras Award
the Archdiocese of America, the Metropolis 
of San Francisco and causes beyond the 
United States. In 1985 he raised more than 
$75,000 to aid starving people in Ethiopia.

He has been an Archon since 1996 and 
serves on the Archons’ National Council. 
He is also a member of the Archdiocesan 
Council Executive Committee, Leadership 
100 and, in November 2006, served as one 
of the two main ushers during the visit of 
Pope Benedict XVI to the Ecumenical Patri-
archate. He also serves at director of the St. 
Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center.

A native of Dessylla, Messenia, Greece, 
he served as an officer in the Greek army 
for 10 years. He immigrated to the U.S. 
in 1969, earned a bachelor’s degree in 
computer engineering from the University 
of California-Los Angeles, and master’s in 
electrical engineering at Stanford University. 
From 1971-82. he worked at NASA where he 
was a key contributor to the Space Shuttle 
program. He retired from TRW (Northrop 
Grumman) in 2001.
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GOA/D. Panagos

DETROIT – The Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United States of 
America convened their 7th Annual General 
Assembly Meeting in Detroit on Oct. 4, 2016 
with the celebration of the Divine Liturgy 
at the Antiochian Basilica of St. Mary in 
Livonia, Mich.

The bishops commenced their work 
with an opening address by the Assembly 
Chairman, Archbishop Demetrios, who 
greeted and welcomed the hierarchs, en-
couraging them that “…when we speak 
together as an Assembly of Bishops, we 
do so with the authority of the Church; 
we do not speak as jurisdictions or merely 
as representatives, but as a single body of 
Orthodox Hierarchs who are committed to 
sharing the transformative light of Christ 
with our local society.”

His Eminence began his remarks with 
an expression of gratitude and with reflec-

Hierarchs of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops.

Archbishop Demetrios, Assembly chairman, addresses the gathering.

Hierarchs Gather for Annual General Assembly Meeting
tions on the Holy and Great Council which 
met in June of this year in Crete, crowning 
55 years of preparation. 

The Archbishop noted that 12 of the 
Assembly’s bishops participated in the 
productive conciliar work and discussions 
of the Council, which “…helped us gain a 
better perception of who we are and…of 
the need to consistently strive for unity.”

Emphasizing the importance of our 
local Assembly, the Chairman stated, “…
we must search for ways to align our local 
diocesan work with the work of the Assem-
bly, and it is obvious that our committees 
may assist us.”

The first working session of the day 
commenced with the participation of 41 
hierarchs of the Church.  In brotherly love, 
and with responsibility and hopes for a 
fruitful meeting, the bishops approved 
the minutes of the 2015 General Assembly 

meeting, the agenda of their present work, 
and the financial report from the treasurer. 
The bishops also heard the reports of the 
work of the Assembly Secretariat and Com-
mittees.

A substantial amount of time during 
the day was dedicated to hearing and 
discussing the reports from five of the As-
sembly agencies.

Fr. Steven Powley, executive direc-
tor of Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry 
(OCPM), presented a new promotional 
video that describes the work of this minis-
try in fulfilling the call to minister to those 
in prisons through thousands of personal 
letters written to prisoners, as well as the 
distribution of Bibles and books, icons, 
pamphlets and spiritual works.

Dean Triantafilou, executive director 
of the International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC)—the humanitarian arm of 
the Assembly of Bishops—shared details on 
IOCC’s work since its inception. IOCC has 
delivered nearly $600 million of assistance 
worldwide in some 50 countries during its 
25-year existence. 

In 2015, IOCC provided program 
services of $55 million. This year to date, 
IOCC has provided program services of $21 
million and looks forward to celebrating its 
25th anniversary.

Fr. Martin Ritsi, executive director of 
the Orthodox Christian Mission Center 
(OCMC), reported on the ministry which 
focuses on evangelization and re-evangeli-
zation of people. 

In 2015, 29 people served as OCMC 
missionaries whose assignments in six 
countries involved catechism, theologi-
cal and seminary teaching, youth work, 

primary and secondary teaching, coun-
seling, translations and various outreach 
ministries. Fr. Martin also described the 
SAMP (Support-a-Mission-Priest) program, 
which continues to subsidize the support 
of almost 400 clergymen in 16 countries. 
OCMC currently contributes to theological 
training and mission projects in the over 
30 countries.

Fr. Gregory Joyce, board member, 
Charles Lelon, vice chairman, and Eleni 
Alexiou, managing director of Orthodox 
Christian Network (OCN), each highlighted 
details of this effective media witness 
around the world. OCN now offers a suite 
of Orthodox mobile apps, which, along with 
other multimedia methods, now reaches as 
many as 5.7 million people per week.

James Giannakis, of Orthodox Chris-
tian Fellowship (OCF), presented ways 
OCF strives to be the loving presence of 
Christ and the Orthodox Church on college 
campuses. 

OCF is an integral part of students’ 
spiritual formation and challenges them 
to explore and to life their Faith on a daily 
basis. OCF currently has more than 320 
campus chapters throughout the country.

The first day’s work concluded with a 
meaningful discussion and some clarifica-
tion on the Assembly’s mandate following 
the Council in Crete. Following this discus-
sion, the Hierarchs recommitted to their 
common work as members of the Assembly 
of Canonical Bishops of the United States.

Visit http://assemblyofbishops.org/
news/2016/assembly-detroit-gather for 
more information.

* Continued on page 14

ASSEMBLY OF BISHOPS
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Your Eminences, Your Excellencies 
and Your Graces, most beloved and respect-
ed brothers and Hierarchs of the Assembly 
of the Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the 
United States of America, welcome to the 
7th Annual General Assembly.

Having approached and partaken in 
the Holy Eucharist as members of the Body 
of Christ, we convene here in Detroit, Michi-
gan. It is a city whose people have experi-
enced the results of decades of neglect, iso-
lation, and abandonment, but now steadily 
move forward on the path of transformation 
towards a renewed life. I cannot help but 
reflect upon the idea of transformation in 
our case. We truly need a transformation in 
Christ, with Christ, and for Christ leading 
to unity, holiness and effective service. And 
if this is so, we must, following the Apostle 
Paul, strive to know Christ and the power 
of His resurrection and the sharing of His 
sufferings (Phil. 3:10), and following the 
Apostle Peter, with a sincere love for the 
brethren and from a pure heart let us love 
one another intensely (1 Peter 1:22).

Our mission is not new. Indeed, it be-
gan with the great commission of Christ to 
His disciples when He said to them, As the 
Father has sent me, even so I send you (John 
20:21). In our times, our predecessors 
strove to become imitators of the disciples 
and apostles, and strove to present a unified 
Orthodox voice to society. Their passion to 
promote the truth in an organized pan-Or-
thodox fashion was formally acknowledged 
in 2009 with the Pre-Conciliar Decision in 
Chambésy by all Orthodox autocephalous 
Churches, which formally established re-
gional Episcopal Assemblies around the 
world. And just a few short months ago, 
the value of these Episcopal Assemblies 
was acknowledged by the Holy and Great 
Council. What began as Christ’s mandate 
progressed into a vision and a grassroots 
effort, and is now formally an important in-
stitution of the Orthodox Church. When we 
speak together as an Assembly of Bishops, 
we do so with the authority of the Church; 
we do not speak as jurisdictions or merely 
as representatives but as a single body of 
Orthodox Hierarchs who are committed 
to sharing the transformative light of Christ 
with our local society.

We have much work in front of us; 
nonetheless, we are most grateful for the 
challenge and opportunity to labor together 
and find ways to present an Orthodox 
Christian message to our society in the most 
effective way. With this in mind, allow me 
to highlight a number of matters that may 
assist us in our work.

1. The Holy and Great Council 
of the Orthodox Church

Let me start with the Holy and Great 
Synod that convened on the island of Crete 
last June (June 18-26, 2016).

As you know, the decision for a Pan-Or-
thodox Synod was taken by representatives 
of the autocephalous Orthodox Churches 
in 1961, fifty-five years ago, and during a 
special meeting on the island of Rhodes, 
Greece (September 20-October 5, 1961). 

Several meetings related to the afore-
mentioned decision followed. They were 
pan-Orthodox in composition under the 
title Διορθόδοξος Προπαρασκευαστική 
Επιτροπή (Inter-Orthodox Prepa-
ratory Committee) or Προσυνοδική 
Προπαρασκευαστική Διασύσκεψις (Pre-
Conciliar Preparatory Consultation).  Some 
dates of such meetings are 1963 (Rhodes, 
Greece), 1964 (Rhodes), 1966 (Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia), 1968, 1976, 1982, 1986, 1990 
and 1993 (all in Geneva, Switzerland.

The work of the Committees or Con-
sultations was the formation of a list of 
topics to be discussed by the Pan-Orthodox 
Synod when it convenes and for the prepa-
ration of the texts corresponding to the 
selected topics. Significant events in Europe 

Archbishop’s Address at the 7th Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops 
and the Middle East caused a temporary halt 
in the above process.

In 2008 (October 10-12, 2008), during 
a Synaxis in Constantinople of the Heads 
and representatives of all Autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches, the work for the 
preparation of the Pan-Orthodox Synod 
resumed. Thus six years later (March 6-9, 
2014), during the Synaxis of the Heads of 
the Autocephalous Churches in Constanti-
nople, the historic decision was taken for 
the convening of the Holy and Great Synod 
of the Orthodox Churches in the Spring of 
2016, in the Church of Saint Irene (place 
of the Second Ecumenical Council) in 
Constantinople.

The final Pre-Synodal Holy Synaxis of 
the Primates and representatives of all auto-
cephalous Orthodox Churches took place 
in Geneva this year (January 21-26, 2016). 
During this Synaxis three important things 
occurred: a) The location of the Holy and 
Great Synod changed from Constantinople, 
Turkey to Crete, Greece for well known 
reasons, b) the Regulations for the work in 
the Synod were discussed and approved, 
and c) the texts of the final six topics were 
discussed in detail and approved with some 
modifications.

The Holy and Great Synod, after 55 
years of preparation finally convened as 
scheduled from Sunday of Pentecost (June, 
2016) to Sunday of All Saints (June 26, 
2016). Ten out of fourteen autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches participated, namely: 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constanti-
nople, the Patriarchate of Alexandria, the 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, the Patriarchate 
of Serbia, the Patriarchate of Romania, the 
Church of Cyprus, the Church of Greece, 
the Church of Poland, the Church of the 
Czech and Slovak Republics, and the 
Church of Albania. Four out of fourteen 
autocephalous Orthodox Churches did not 
participate in the Holy and Great Synod, 
namely the Patriarchate of Antioch, the 
Patriarchate of Moscow, the Patriarchate of 
Bulgaria, and the Patriarchate of Georgia.

We have had the great honor, twelve 
of us from our Assembly, to be part of the 
Holy and Great Synod and to experience 
a week of dignified, honest, free, and pro-
ductive discussions in a spirit of love, unity, 
and mutual respect. I don’t know of any 
other event in recent Church history that 
attracted the attention of more people and 
which opened the Church to such praise 
and criticism. Indeed, if nothing else, we 
can certainly say that the Council helped us 
gain a better perception of who we are and 
we have become more aware of the need 
to constantly strive for unity.

For some, the Council was not the 
expression of Orthodox unity they envi-
sioned or for which they hoped. This is 
understandable. 

The agenda, mission, work, and docu-
ments of the Holy Council do, however, 
reveal the Orthodox Church’s commitment 
to conciliarity. Certainly, the absence of four 
local Orthodox Churches from the Council 
was and remains a painful event in many 
respects. This, however, does not stand as 
a sign of our disunity, but encourages us 
to remain patient with one another and to 
cultivate unity by all means. In spite of our 
own weaknesses and shortcomings, we 
must all insist on remaining in and growing 
in our unity in Christ.

Our primary task, as Hierarchs of the 
United States, is not to argue over the 
Council in Crete. We don’t have the luxury 
for such debates. As shepherds of the Lord’s 
flock we must remain bound to one anoth-
er; steadfast in our mission; and committed 
to overcoming any challenge and utilizing 
all opportunities in a fraternal, truthful, and 
conciliar manner. We are an Assembly of 
Orthodox Bishops; there is nothing anyone 
can say or do to change this. We are one in 
Christ. If we don’t live up to our responsibil-

ity to work as one body, dear brothers, we 
leave the faithful at the mercy of a cold and 
unforgiving world. And we can rest assured 
that society will not ask whether someone is 
Greek or Bulgarian; Russian or Ukrainian; 
Serb or Romanian; Georgian or Antiochian; 
convert or cradle Orthodox. Our people 
will all eventually become prey to attack 
and ridicule. My prayer is that we, under 
the present conditions and challenges, can 
all recommit ourselves to one another as an 
Assembly of Bishops.

2. Committee Renewal
The fact that we are all here today is 

evidence of our commitment to clearly 
identify our common goals and to work 
hard at achieving them together, not for 
our own self-interests, but rather, for the 
good of the Church and society. To do this, 
we must finally put our Assembly’s commit-
tees to their proper use. It is not enough to 
claim that we have committees tasked with 
matters related to the youth and pastoral 
care, liturgy and monasticism, canonical 
and legal matters, ecumenical and church-
world relations. We must search for ways to 
empower and authorize these committees. 
It is time to maximize our cooperation in a 
systematic and effective way so that we can 
establish a solid conciliar foundation for 
our work. Till now, most of our commit-
tees have either struggled to initiate their 
work, or they have had a good start and 
eventually lost their steam. There are too 
many people of good will looking to serve 
the Church through the Assembly. Our 
committees are the appropriate vehicle by 
which we may channel our people’s ener-
gies to the glory of God. We recognize that 
everyone is busy and that each of us has his 
own local mission, but we must search for 
ways to align our local diocesan work with 
the work of the Assembly, and it is obvious 
that our committees may assist us.

I especially would like to thank His 
Grace Bishop Maxim, who has served as 
the Coordinator of Committees for the past 
seven years. He has received quite a chal-
lenging task, and I would like to reassure 
him, on behalf of all, of our commitment to 
assist him in this sacred work. 

During our present meeting we will 
have the chance to review our commit-
tees–their composition, their mission, and 
effectiveness. I encourage us all to be as 
honest and critically constructive as we can 
during this process. Consider the practical 
needs of your committee’s work and what 
resources you need to be more effective. 
After seven years we ought to know by now 
what is working and what needs further 
adjustment. Before moving on, I would like 
to also acknowledge and thank, on behalf 
of all of our brothers, Mr. Alexei Krindatch, 
who, as a dedicated servant of the Church 
has labored to find points of contact be-
tween individual Hierarchs, metropolises, 
dioceses, and parishes and the greater As-
sembly of Bishops.

3. Agencies of the Assembly
Yet another resource available to us 

is our Assembly Agencies. These Agencies 
predate our Assembly. They went from 
mere ideas, to grassroots initiatives, to 
jurisdictional ministries, and finally devel-
oped into pan-Orthodox organizations 
that have impacted the lives of millions of 
people, from prisons to college campuses, 
from American citizens to the marginalized, 
displaced, and refugee person in all corners 
of the world.

We are very fortunate to have these 
Agencies doing the work of the Gospel. It 
is, however, not enough to simply refer to 
them as Assembly Agencies; we must actu-
ally engrave in our minds that they are parts 
of the Church. They are in many ways the 
arms of the Church that comfort those in 
need, that feed the hungry, and visit the sick 

and imprisoned. If we can think in this way, 
we will find new ways to support our Agen-
cies and advane the work of the Church.

We are grateful for the coordinating 
work of His Grace Bishop Gregory, who 
has served as the Chairman of the Com-
mittees on Agencies. This year, with the 
assistance and oversight of Bishop Gregory, 
the Assembly will have the opportunity to 
engage in a meaningful discussion with 
representatives of our Agencies. We have 
asked the Agencies to present information 
on their transformative work, and where 
appropriate, to pay particular attention to 
their efforts in the United States.

4. Religious Liberty Forum
Also during this year’s meeting there 

will be an informational forum dedicated 
to religious liberty, a topic that is of great 
concern to us and to our people. It is an 
issue that affects our local communities 
in the United States and even the global 
Orthodox Church. In the past few years 
we have struggled as an Assembly to make 
sense of the ever-evolving trends in society 
that have affected religious freedom, often 
in a negative way. We have attempted to 
issue pastoral responses to a number of 
developments, most recently the Obergefell 
v. Hodges ruling of the Supreme Court. 
Unfortunately, it seems that our efforts have 
fallen short. We still struggle to understand 
and express the importance of religious 
freedom as a fundamental human right. 
Moreover, at times we forget that violations 
of religious liberty impact the lives of Ortho-
dox Christians around the world, and that 
religious freedom is important to people 
of all faiths, and even individuals who do 
not associate with any particular faith. I do 
believe that there is great room for growth 
and improvement. For this reason, the As-
sembly Executive Committee agreed on the 
importance of having a forum on religious 
liberty during our general assembly. We 
have invited three experts in the field to 
present to us some of the fundamentals. 
Thus, there will be a presentation on Re-
ligious Liberty and the First Amendment; 
b) Religious Liberty and the Media; and c) 
International Religious Freedom. My hope 
is that this forum will serve as the founda-
tion for responsible and effective engage-
ment in matters of religious freedom. Our 
Committee for Church and Society ought 
to build upon what is learned during the 
forum, and it ought to be prepared to help 
the Assembly of Bishops not only address 
matters brought up in the public square, 
but also develop a long-term course action.

5. Acknowledgments of Bishop Basil 
and Metropolitan Antony

In closing, dear brothers, it would be 
remiss of us if we failed to acknowledge 
the closing of a particular chapter of our 
Assembly’s history. For the past seven 
years, His Eminence Metropolitan Antony 
of the Ukrainian Archdiocese and His Grace 
Bishop Basil of the Antiochian Archdiocese 
have served as our Assembly Treasurer and 
Secretary respectively. 

While the majority of us have focused 
most of our attention on our own minis-
tries, Bishop Basil and Metropolitan Antony 
have dedicated enormous amounts of time 
to the work of the Assembly of Bishops. 
They have executed their responsibilities 
not only with dignity and integrity, but also 
with humility, patience, and love. 

They have labored with amazing zeal 
for our assembly and they have worked 
collaboratively with others, at times with 
little support from their brothers, because 
they strongly believed that their service in 
the Assembly is a blessing from God. For 
this, the rewarding words of Christ, well 
done good and faithful servant (Matt 25:21) 

uu next page
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The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops of the United States began the sec-
ond day of its annual meeting on Oct. 5 with 
a special forum dedicated to the important 
subject of religious freedom. Three highly 
accomplished scholars presented:

Dr. Charles Haynes, director of the 
Religious Freedom Center and vice presi-
dent of the Newseum Institute, delivered 
an overview of the First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution and its central 
role in protecting the free exercise of one’s 
faith in America’s public square. 

He encouraged the hierarchs to study 
how Orthodox Christianity is presented 
in the public square, especially in the 
textbooks of our nation’s public schools, 
and shared his hope that seminarians be 
educated in the area of religious freedom. 

Dr. Debra Mason, professor of Jour-
nalism Studies at the University of Missouri 
School of Journalism and Curriculum 
Specialist at the Religious Freedom Cen-
ter, presented on the subject of religion 
in the media. She highlighted the unique 
challenges facing the church in utilizing 
digital media platforms to reach the faith-
ful, especially millennials.

Dr. Elizabeth Prodromou, visiting as-
sociate professor of Conflict Resolution 
at the Fletcher School of Diplomacy at 
Tufts University, delivered a presentation 
on the international status of religious 
freedom. Professor Prodromou offered 
a primer on the deep historical footprint 
concerning religious freedom, noting the 
central role of religious freedom in the life 
of all people.

She called upon the hierarchs to en-
gage the American public as social critics; 
to mine the theological resources of Or-
thodoxy to better understand and defend 
religious freedom; to engage in catechesis 
with the faithful on this subject; to sup-
port religious freedom for all people; to 
develop partnerships with other religious 
groups in the propagation of religious 
freedom; and to stand against totalitarian 
ideologies wherever they may be found.

With the end of the two three-year 
terms of service of Bishop Basil and Metro-

Assembly of Bishops
politan Antony as secretary and treasurer, 
the Assembly elected Bishop Gregory as 
Assembly Secretary and Archbishop Mi-
chael as Assembly treasurer. 

The Assembly spent considerable time 
reviewing the work of its committees and 
recommended ways to advance their work.

Metropolitan Methodios, Committee 
on Canonical Affairs chairman, updated 
the assembly on the effort to establish a 
common clergy database, which would 
provide hierarchs immediate access to 
the ecclesiastical status of every Orthodox 
clergy across the nation.

Metropolitan Savas, Chair of the 
Committee on Church and Society, ex-
pressed hope that the committee might 
be more active in the future. His Grace 
Bishop Demetrios, Chair of the Commit-
tee on Ecumenical Affairs, reviewed the 
ongoing theological consultations and 
commissions.

Metropolitan Isaiah, chair of the Com-
mittee for Military Chaplaincy, reviewed 
the possibility of designating the Assembly 
of Bishops as the religious organization to 
the US Defense Department and as the com-
mon Orthodox Christian Endorsing Agency.

Bishop Thomas, Committee for Youth 
chairman, updated the Assembly on the 
continued work of the committee and ex-
pressed gratitude for the Assembly’s ongo-
ing support of the various youth activities 
and for once again endorsing the annual 
Youth Worker and Camping Conference, 
slated for January 2017.

Archbishop Nicolae, Committee for 
Canonical Regional Planning chairman, 
presented a detailed report on the regional 
study of jurisdictional collaboration in Tex-
as, New Mexico and Oklahoma. The study 
revealed that grassroots parish collabora-
tion may lead to greater pan-Orthodox unity 
through the establishment of local parish 
networks. 

These networks may enhance our abil-
ity to address common interests, needs and 
concerns, and may provide opportunities to 
share ministries and resources.

For more information, visit: http://
assemblyofbishops.org/news/2016/assem-
bly-detroit-religious-liberty-committees-
panorthodox-cooperation

fully apply in their case. Your Eminence and 
Your Grace, thank you for your superb work 
and for always finding ways to transcend 
that which divides us; thank you for your 
ethos of service. Thank you for who you are.

At the end of their second three-year 
term, it is our responsibility to elect a 
Secretary and a Treasurer who may follow 
in their footsteps, who may serve with the 
same dedication, who may labor to bring 
us all closer to one another.

6. Closing Remarks
Before closing, let us extend our heart-

felt gratitude to His Eminence Metropolitan 
Joseph and to Bishop Anthony for hosting 
the celebration of the Divine Liturgy at the 
Antiochian Basilica of Saint Mary. I would 
also like to acknowledge and welcome our 
newest brother, Bishop Irinej, who was 
recently elected by the Holy Synod of the 
Church of Serbia to serve as the bishop of 
the Diocese of Eastern America of the Ser-
bian Orthodox Church in North America, 
and who was enthroned on Saturday, Oc-
tober 1st. Your Grace, we welcome you and 
look forward to incorporating your care 
and experience in the life of our Assembly. 
Moreover, we would like to extend our 

prayers and wishes to a young clergy who 
will shortly enter the rank of the episcopacy. 
Bishop-elect Irinei Steinberg, as many of us 
know, was elected by the Church of Russia 
to serve, following his upcoming ordina-
tion, as the Bishop of Sacramento and 
Vicar of the Western American Diocese of 
ROCOR. Your Grace, Bishop-Elect Irinei, as 
you settle into your new role, please do not 
forget the need to lead the faithful through 
an example of Christocentric service and 
sacrifice.

We offer praise and glory to our Lord 
Jesus Christ for the abundance of His love. 
Truly, we are blessed. Truly, now that we 
have come together once again as broth-
ers in Christ, the words of Saint Paul the 
Apostle resonate in our hearts more than 
ever, Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? I am sure that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Ro-
mans 8: 35-39).  Repeating the magnificent 
doxology from the book of the Apocalypse 
of John we exclaim in unison: blessing and 
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
power and might to the ages and ages! 
Amen (Rev. 7: 12).

Archbishop’s Address
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Μικρό βιογραφικό της Α.Θ. Παναγιότητος του Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου Βαρθολομαίου
Ἡ Αὐτοῦ Θειοτάτη Παναγιότης, ὁ Οἰκου-

μενικὸς Πατριάρχης κύριος κύριος Βαρθολο-
μαῖος, ἐγεννήθη ἐν Ἴμβρῳ τὴν 29ην Φεβρουαρίου 
1940 ἐκ τῶν Χρήστου καὶ Μερόπης Ἀρχοντώνη. 
Τὸ κατὰ κόσμον ὄνομα αὐτοῦ ἧτο Δημήτριος. 
Μετὰ τὰ ἐγκύκλια μαθήματα ἐν τῇ γενετείρᾳ 
αὐτοῦ καὶ ἐν τῷ Ζωγραφείῳ Λυκείῳ τῆς Πόλεως 
εἰσῆλθεν εἰς τὴν περιώνυμον Θεολογικὴν Σχολὴν 
τῆς Χάλκης, ἐξ ἧς ἀπεφοίτησεν ἀριστοῦχος τὸ 
1961 καὶ ἀμέσως ἐχειροτονήθη διάκονος, μετο-
νομασθεὶς εἰς Βαρθολομαῖον. Ἀπὸ τοῦ 1961 μέχρι 
τοῦ 1963 ἐξεπλήρωσε τάς στρατιωτικὰς αὐτοῦ 
ὑποχρεώσεις ὡς ἔφεδρος ἀξιωματικός.

Μεταξὺ τῶν ἐτῶν 1963-1968 μετεξεπαιδεύ-
θη ὡς ὑπότροφος τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχεί-
ου ἐν τῷ Ἰνστιτούτῳ Ἀνατολικῶν Σπουδῶν Ῥώ-
μης, ἐν τῷ Οἰκουμενικῷ Ἰνστιτούτω Bossey 
Ἐλβετίας καὶ ἐν τῷ Πανεπιστημίῳ τοῦ Μοναχοῦ, 
εἰδικευθεὶς εἰς τὸ Κανονικὸν Δίκαιον. Ἀνηγορεύ-
θη διδάκτωρ τοῦ ἐν Ῥώμῃ Ἰνστιτούτου (Γρηγορι-
ανὸν Πανεπιστήμιον), ὑποβαλών διατριβὴν μὲ 
θέμα «Περὶ τὴν κωδικοποίησιν τῶν ἱερῶν κανό-
νων καὶ τῶν κανονικῶν Διατάξεων ἐν τῇ Ὀρθο-
δόξῳ Ἐκκλησίᾳ».

Ἐπιστρέψας τὸ 1968 εἰς τὴν Πόλιν διωρίσθη 
Βοηθὸς Σχολάρχης ἐν τῇ Ἱερᾷ Θεολογικῇ Σχολῇ 
Χάλκης, ἐν τῇ ὁποίᾳ τὸ ἑπόμενον ἔτος ἐχειροτο-
νήθη πρεσβύτερος. Μετὰ ἐξάμηνόν που ὁ Πα-

τριάρχης Ἀθηναγόρας ἐχειροθέτησεν αὐτὸν εἰς 
τὸ ὀφφίκιον τοῦ Ἀρχιμανδρίτου.

Τὸ 1972, ὅταν ἐξελέγη Οἰκουμενικὸς Πα-
τριάρχης ὁ ἀοίδιμος Δημήτριος καὶ ἵδρυσε τὸ 
Ἰδιαίτερον Πατριαρχικὸν Γραφεῖον, ἐκάλεσεν ὡς 
Διευθυντὴν αὐτοῦ τὸν Ἀρχιμανδρίτην Βαρθο-
λομαῖον, τὸν ὁποῖον καὶ προήγαγε τὸ ἑπόμενον 
ἔτος (Χριστούγεννα 1973) εἰς Μητροπολίτην 
Φιλαδελφείας. Ἐπὶ κεφαλῆς τοῦ Γραφείου τούτου 
ἔμεινε μέχρι τῆς προαγωγῆς του εἰς Μητροπολί-
την Γέροντα Χαλκηδόνος (Ἰανουάριος 1990).

 Ἀπὸ τοῦ Μαρτίου 1974 καὶ μέχρι τῆς ἀναρ-
ρήσεως αὐτοῦ εἰς τὸν Οἰκουμενικὸν Θρόνον 
διετέλεσε μέλος τῆς Ἁγίας καὶ Ἱερᾶς Συνόδου, 
ὡς ἐπίσης καὶ πολλῶν Συνοδικὼν Ἐπιτροπῶν. 
Μετὰ τὸν θάνατον τοῦ Γέροντος αὐτοῦ Μητρο-
πολίτου Μελίτωνος ἐξελέγη παμψηφεὶ εἰς δια-
δοχὴν αὐτοῦ Μητροπολίτης Χαλκηδόνος.

 Ὁμιλεῖ πλὴν τῆς Ἑλληνικῆς γλώσσης, τὴν 
Τουρκικήν, τὴν Λατινικήν, τὴν Ἰταλικήν, τὴν 
Ἀγγλικήν, τὴν Γαλλικὴν καὶ τὴν Γερμανικήν. 
Ἐδημοσίευσεν ἀρκετὰ ἄρθρα, μελέτας καὶ λό-
γους.

Εἶναι ἰδρυτικὸν μέλος τῆς «Ἑταιρείας τοῦ 
Δικαίου τῶν Ἀνατολικῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν», τῆς ὁποί-
ας ἐπὶ ἔτη διετέλεσεν Ἀντιπρόεδρος. Ἐπὶ 15ετίαν 
ὑπῆρξε μέλος καὶ ἐπὶ ὀκταετίαν Ἀντιπρόεδρος 
τῆς Ἐπιτροπῆς «Πίστις καὶ Τάξις» τοῦ Παγκοσμί-

ου Συμβουλίου Ἐκκλησιῶν (ΠΣΕ). Ἔλαβε μέρος 
εἰς τάς Γενικὰς Συνελεύσεις τοῦ ΠΣΕ Δ́  (Uppsala 
1968), ΣΤ΄ (Vancouver 1983) καὶ Ζ΄ (Canberra 
1991). Ὑπὸ τῆς τελευταίας ἐξελέγη μέλος τῶν 
Ἐπιτροπῶν Κεντρικὴς καὶ Ἐκτελεστικῆς τοῦ 
ΠΣΕ.

Ἀντιπροσώπευσε τὸ Οἰκουμενικὸν Πατρι-
αρχεῖον εἰς πλεῖστα Συνέδρια Διορθόδοξα καὶ 
Διαχριστιανικά, εἰς ἐπισήμους ἀποστολὰς πρὸς 
τὴν Τουρκικὴν Κυβέρνησιν, πρὸς Ὀρθοδόξους 
καὶ μὴ Ἐκκλησίας, πρὸς Ἐπαρχίας τοῦ Θρόνου 
καὶ πρὸς τὸ Ἅγιον Ὄρος. Τὸ 1990 προήδρευσεν 
ἐν Γενεύη τῆς Διορθοδόξου Προπαρασκευατικῆς 
τῆς Ἁγίας καὶ Μεγάλης Συνόδου Ἐπιτροπῆς, ἥτις 
ἐξήτασε τὸ θέμα τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Διασπορᾶς.

Κατόπιν προσκλήσεως ἔδωκε κατὰ καιροὺς 
διαλέξεις εἰς διαφόρους πόλεις ἐπὶ θεμάτων 
ἐπικαίρων ἢ σχετιζομένων πρὸς τὴν εἰδικότητα 
αὐτοῦ (Ἀθῆναι, Θεσσαλονίκη, Λουβαίν, Μαδρί-
τη, Βιέννη, Ῥώμη κ.ἄ.).

Εἶναι Ἑταῖρος τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἀκαδημίας 
Κρήτης καὶ ἐπίτιμον μέλος τοῦ ἐν Βιέννη Ἱδρύ-
ματος Pro Oriente.

Εἶναι ἐπίσης ἐπίτιμος Διδάκτωρ τῆς Θεολο-
γικῆς Σχολῆς τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Ἀθηνῶν καὶ 
τῆς Θεολογικῆς Ἀκαδημίας Μόσχας, τῆς Φιλο-

Ο Παναγιώτατος, ο Οικουμενικός Πα-
τριάρχης μας κ.κ. Βαρθολομαίος, τον οποίον 
βαθύτατα σεβόμεθα και ολόψυχα αγαπούμε, 
συνεπλήρωσε, χάριτι Θεού, 25 έτη αληθούς 
αποστολικής διακονίας ως Αρχιεπίσκοπος 
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, Νέας Ρώμης και Οι-
κουμενικός Πατριάρχης. Εορτάζουμε αυτό το 
επετειακό ορόσημο με ευλαβή, ευγνωμοσύνη 
και χαρά. 

Ο Παναγιώτατος ενθρονίσθηκε στις 2 
Νοεμβρίου 1991. Συγκαταλέγεται μεταξύ 
των λιγοστών Οικουμενικών Πατριαρχών 
των οποίων η θητεία έχει διαρκέσει αρκετές 
δεκαετίες. Αυτή η μακρά θητεία έχει προ-
σφέρει τη χρονική διάρκεια για συνεχείς 
και δυναμικές δραστηριότητες και πρωτο-
βουλίες οι οποίες αποκαλύπτουν τον αληθή 
αποστολικό χαρακτήρα της διακονίας του 
διακοσιοστού εβδομηκοστού διαδόχου του 
Αποστόλου Ανδρέα του Πρωτοκλήτου και 
αδελφού του Αποστόλου Πέτρου. 

Από την ημέρα της ενθρονίσεώς του, 
ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης μας ωμίλησε 
αποφασιστικά περί της ανάγκης της τηρή-
σεως της κανονικής τάξεως της Ορθοδόξου 
Εκκλησίας και του σεβασμού της ευλαβούς 
παραδόσεως και της εμπειρίας της Μεγάλης 
του Χριστού Εκκλησίας. Είπε: πορευσόμεθα 
υπό το φως αυτής και μόνον, εν τοις πλαισί-
οις αυτής και τη κανονική αυτής λειτουργία, 
ομοψύχως μετά των τιμιωτάτων εν Χριστώ 
αδελφών και συλλειτουργών την οδόν της 

ΑΡΘΡΟ ΣΤΟΝ ΟΡΘΟΔΟΞΟ ΠΑΡΑΤΗΡΗΤΗ ΕΠΙ ΤΗ 25Η ΕΠΕΤΕΙΩ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΙΚΗΣ ΔΙΑΚΟΝΙΑΣ
διακονίας της Εκκλησίας. 
Οι πεποιθήσεις του αυτές 
πέραν των ενδιαφερόντων 
του για την Εκκλησία της 
Κωνσταντινουπόλεως συ-
μπεριέλαβαν και όλα τα θέ-
ματα τα οποία απησχόλουν 
το σύνολο της Ορθοδόξου 
Εκκλησίας σε ολόκληρο τον 
κόσμο.

Ως αποτέλεσμα, μεταξύ 
των πρώτων πρωτοβουλιών 
του Παναγιωτάτου υπήρξαν 
οι μεθοδικές προσπάθειές 
του να ενισχύση ποιοτικώς 
και ποσοτικώς την λειτουρ-
γία των Ορθοδόξων επισκο-
πών και ενοριών οι οποίες 
υπάγονται στο Οικουμενικό 
Πατριαρχείο. Δημιούργη-
σε νέες Ιερές Μητροπόλεις 
μεταξύ των οποίων τις Μη-
τροπόλεις του Τορόντο, 
του Μπουένος Άιρες, του 
Μεξικού, της Ισπανίας και 
Πορτογαλίας, του Χονγκ 
Κονγκ, της Κορέας και της 
Σιγκαπούρης. Άλλαξε ση-
μαντικώς τη σύνθεση της 
Αγίας και Ιεράς Συνόδου του 
Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου. Ταυτοχρόνως, 
με τις συνεχείς επισκέψεις και ποιμαντορικές 
δραστηριότητές του στην Κωνσταντινού-
πολη και αλλού, ο Πατριάρχης εφρόντισε 

προσωπικώς τις Επαρχίες του Θρόνου στην 
Ευρώπη και την Αμερικανική Ήπειρο. 

GOA ARCHIVAL  PHOTO

28 Ὀκτωβρίου
 Ἡμέρα τοῦ ΟΧΙ

 Ἐγώ δέ καί ἡ οἰκία μου 
λατρεύσομεν Κυρίῳ, 

ὅτι ἅγιός ἐστι 
  Ἰησοῦς Ναυῆ, 24:15

    
Πρός τούς Σεβασμιωτάτους καί Θεοφιλε-
στάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλαβεστάτους 
Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς Μοναχούς καί 
Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους καί Μέλη τῶν 
Συμβουλίων τῶν Ἑλληνορθοδόξων Κοινο-
τήτων, τῶν Διακεκριμένων Ἀρχόντων τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τά Ἡμερήσια 
καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς Φιλοπτώχους 
Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς Ἑλληνορθό-
δοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστε-
πώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
Ἀμερικῆς. 

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί 
καί Ἀδελφές ἐν Χριστῷ,
Στίς 28 Ὀκτωβρίου τιμοῦμε τούς 

Ἕλληνες τοῦ 1940 γιά τό μεγάλο θάρρος 
των ὅταν, ἀντιμετωπίζοντας ἀπειλές κα-
τοχῆς, ἀπωλείας τῆς ἐλευθερίας καί τῆς 
ζωῆς των ἀκόμη, ἀντιστάθηκαν δυναμικά 
στίς δυνάμεις τοῦ Φασισμοῦ. Ἀντέταξαν 
ἠχηρό «ΟΧΙ» στίς ἐπιβουλές καί ἀρνή-
θηκαν νά παραχωρήσουν τήν ἐθνική 
κυριαρχία των καί νά ὑποταγοῦν στούς 
τυραννικούς ἡγέτες τῶν δυνάμεων τοῦ 
Ἄξονα. Οἱ πρόγονοί μας κινητοποιήθηκαν 
γιά νά ὑπερσπίσουν τά ἰδανικά των καί 
νά προστατεύσουν τήν ἐλευθερία των. 
Ἀντιμετωπίζοντας μιά δύναμη ἡ ὁποία 
ἦτο καταστρεπτική τῆς ἐλευθερίας καί 
παρακινούμενη ἀπό δόλιες μηχανορραφί-
ες, οἱ Ἕλληνες ἐπέλεξαν νά ὑπηρετήσουν 
ἐλεύθερα τό δίκαιο καί τήν ἀλήθεια. 

Στήν Ἁγία Γραφή συναντοῦμε μία 
συγκριτικά παρόμοια ἐπιλογή ἡ ὁποία 
ἔλαβε χώρα ὅταν ὁ Ἰησοῦς Ναυῆ συνεκά-
λεσε τούς ἡγέτες τῶν φυλῶν τοῦ Ἰσραήλ 
γιά νά τούς προειδοποιήσῃ γιά τούς κιν-
δύνους τῆς πίστεως σέ ἄλλους θεούς καί 
ἀπομακρύνσεώς των ἀπό τόν Κύριο. Τούς 
ὑπενθύμισε τήν εὐλογημένη κληρονομιά 
των, τήν κλήση των ὡς ἀνθρώπων τοῦ 
Θεοῦ καί τό πῶς βρέθηκαν ἀπό τήν κατά-
σταση δουλείας ὑπό τούς Αἰγυπτίους στή 
γῆ τῆς ἐπαγγελίας. Ὁ Ἰησοῦς Ναυῆ τούς 
ζήτησε νά ἐπιλέξουν μεταξύ τοῦ ἀληθινοῦ 
Θεοῦ τῶν Πατέρων τους καί τῶν εἰδώλων 
τῶν εἰδωλολατρῶν Ἀμορραίων (Ἰησοῦς 
Ναυῆ, 24:15). Στήν πρόσκληση αὐτή ὁ 
λαός ἀπαντῶντας διεκήρυξε, Κυρίῳ λα-
τρεύσομεν (Ἰησοῦς Ναυῆ, 24:21). 

Στίς 28 Ὀκτωβρίου 1940, καί στίς 
δύσκολες ἡμέρες, μῆνες καί χρόνια πού 
ἀκολούθησαν, ἡ κραυγή «ΟΧΙ» ἀντήχησε 
στίς καρδιές καί τό νοῦ τῶν Ἑλλήνων. 
Ἐπέλεξαν. Θυμήθηκαν τήν εὐλογημένη 
κληρονομιά τῆς ἐλευθερίας των καί 
τούς αἰῶνες τῆς κακουχίας ὅταν εἶχαν 
ἀπωλέσει τήν ἐλευθερία των. Ἐπέλεξαν 
διαχρονικά ἰδανικά ἔναντι προσκαίρων 
ἀπειλῶν. Ἐπέλεξαν τό θᾶρρος ἀντί τοῦ 
φόβου, τήν πίστη ὅταν τό ἄμεσο μέλλον 

Ε γ κ ύ κ λ ι ο ς
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«Τήν Ἁγίαν καί Ὁμοούσιον καί Ζωοποιόν καί 
Ἀδιαίρετον Τριάδα προσκυνοῦντες καί τῷ θελήματι 
τοῦ Κυρίου μόνῳ ὑπείκοντες, ὡς τοῦτο ἐξεφράσθη 
ἐν τῇ Ἐκκλησίᾳ διά τῆς ὁμοφώνου κανονικῆς ψή-
φου τῆς ἀδελφότητος, καί τήν ἁγίαν Ὀθρόδοξον 
πίστιν ὁμολογοῦντες, παραλαμβάνομεν ἀπό τῶν 
χειρῶν τοῦ μακαριστοῦ καί μεγάλου ἐν Πατριάρχαις 
Δημητρίου τοῦ Α΄τόν σταυρόν Ἀνδρέου τοῦ Πρω-
τοκλήτου, εἰς συνέχισιν τῆς ἀνόδου εἰς τόν Κρανίου 
Τόπον, εἰς συσταύρωσιν ἡμῶν τῷ Κυρίῳ καί τῇ Αὐτῷ 
συνεστραυρωμένῃ Ἐκκλησίᾳ, εἰς συντήρησιν τοῦ 
φωτός τῆς Ἀναστάσεως.

Οὕτω καί μόνον ἑρμηνεύοντες τήν κανονικήν 
ψῆφον τῆς σεβασμίας Ἱεραρχίας τοῦ πανσέπτου 
τούτου Οἰκουμενικοῦ Θρόνου καί «θάμβει πολλῷ 
συνεχόμενοι» διά τά γενόμενα περί ἡμᾶς ἐν ταῖς 
ἡμέραις ταύταις (πρβλ. Λουκ. 24,18), ἀνεδέχθημεν 
τάς ἱεράς εὐθύνας τῆς ναυκλειρίας τῆς νοητῆς 
ταύτης νηός, τῆς Ἐκκλησίας Κωνσταντινουπόλεως, 
ἥτις «καί εὐσεβείᾳ συνέστη καί ποιμένες ἐν ταύτῃ 
ἰσαπόστολοι ὤφθησαν –και πρός διαδοχήν τῶν 
τοιούτων οὐχ ἱκανός ἧλθον ἐγώ-, καί τόν κορυφαῖόν 
τε καί πρωτόκλητον ἐν ἀποστόλοις ἔσχε θεμέλιον», 
ἵνα κατά Συμεών τόν Θεσσαλονίκης εἴπωμεν.

Καί ἤδη, ἐν βαθείᾳ συναισθήσει τῆς ἀναξιό-
τητος καί τῆς ταπεινότητος ἡμῶν, πρός τό δυσβά-
στακτον τοῦ ἀναλαμβανομένου στυαροῦ ἀποβλέ-
ποντες, εἰς τό ἔλεος τοῦ Κυρίου καταφεύγομεν καί 
τήν Ἐκείνου χάριν ἐπικαλούμεθα, ἵνα ἱκανώσῃ ἡμᾶς, 
τελειῶσαι τήν δύναμιν Ἐκείνου ἐν τῇ ἀσθενείᾳ ἡμῶν 
(Β΄Κορ. 12,9).

Ὄντως, «αἱ μεγάλαι φροντίδες ἅς ἀναδέχε-
ται ὁ Πατριάρχης τῆς νέας Ρώμης καί οἰ ποικίλοι 
πειρασμοί καί ἐπήρειαι, καθ’ ὧν ἔχει νά παλαίσῃ, 
ἀπαιτοῦσιν αὐτόν δεδοκιμασμένον ἐν τῷ ἔργῳ τοῦ 
πηδαλιουχεῖν τό μέγα σκάφος».

Ὅθεν, ἐν κενώσει προσεγγίζομεν τήν στιγμήν 
ταύτην τήν φλεγομένην καί μή κατακαιομένην βά-
του τῆς Οἰκουμενικῆς Πατριαρχίας, ἐν ᾖ καλούμεθα 
εἰς θεωρίαν τοῦ Θεοῦ, εἰς ἱερουργίαν τοῦ μυστηρίου 
τῆς ἀδιασπάρτου ἀποστολικότητος, εἰς διακονίαν 
καί μαρτυρίαν τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, εἰς οἰκοδομήν τῆς 
χριστιανικῆς ἑνότητος. 

Τό πρῶτον ἀπό τῆς ἱερᾶς ταύτης ἕδρας ὁμι-
λοῦντες, πρώτιστα πάντων λέγομεν μετά τοῦ ἐν 
Ἁγίοις προκατόχου ἡμῶν Ἰωάννου τοῦ Χρυσοστό-
μου «δόξα τῷ Θεῷ πάντων ἕνεκα».

Εἶτα, ἐν βαθεῖᾳ τιμῇ καί ἀγάπη ἀνυ-
ποκρίτῳ πρός τήν γεραράν χορείαν τῶν 
Ἱεραρχῶν τοῦ Θρόνου στρεφόμενοι, τῶν τε 
ἐνταῦθα καί τῶν ἀπανταχοῦ τῆς οἰκουμέ-
νης, τῶν τό σύμψηφον αὐτῶν προφρόνως 
χορηγησάντων, προσφέρομεν τήν ὁλόψυ-
χον ἡμῶν εὐχαριστίαν ἐπί τῇ συγκινητικῇ 
ὅντως ἐμπιστοσύνῃ, τῇ ἐπιδειχθείσῃ πρός 
τό ἐλάχιστον ἡμῶν πρόσωπον. Θά ἐπανα-
λάβωμεν καί πάλιν μετά τοῦ Ἁγίου ποιμένος 
τῶν Θεσσαλονικέων: «Ὑμεῖς μέν οὗν, ἀδελφοί, 
ἐμέ φιλοφρόνως ἐδέξασθε καί πολλήν ἀπενεί-
ματε τήν τιμήν, πλείστην τε ἐπεδείξασθε τήν 
ἀγάπην καί, ὅ φησι Παῦλος, «ὡς ἄγγελον Θεοῦ 
ἐδέξασθέ με, ὡς Χριστόν Ἰησοῦν» καί ἑαυτούς δεδώ-
κατε πρῶτον τῷ Κυρίῳ καί ἡμῖν διά θελήματος Θεοῦ, 
ὑπέρ οὗ καί χάριν ἀπέδωκα τῷ Θεῷ καί διά παντός 
εὐχαριστῶ». Ὅθεν, δηλοῦμεν ἐκ προοιμίων, ὅτι οὐχί 
ἁπλῶς καί μόνον τῇ κανονικῇ τάξει τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
ἡμῶν Ἐκκλησίας ἑπόμενοι καί ἰδιαιτέρως τήν πο-
λιάν παράδοσιν καί πρᾶξιν τῆς Ἁγίας τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας σεβόμενοι, ἀλλ’ ἔτι πλέον ἐκ 
βιώματος ἱεροῦ στερράν πεποίθησιν ἔχοντες ἐπί 
τήν ἀναντικατάστατον ἀξίαν τῆς συνοδικότητος, 
δι’ ᾗς τό Πνεῦμα τό Ἅγιον λαλεῖ ἐν τῇ Ἐκκλησίᾳ, 
πορευσόμεθα ὑπό τό φῶς αὐτῆς καί μόνον, ἐν 
τοῖς πλαισίοις αὐτῆς καί τῇ κανονικῇ αὐτῆς 
λειτουργίᾳ, ὁμοψύχως μετά τῶν τιμιωτάτων 
ἐν Χριστῷ ἀδελφῶν καί συλλειτουργῶν τήν 
ὁδόν τῆς διακονίας τῆς Ἐκκλησίας. Τοῦτο 
δέ λέγοντες, οὐδαμῶς περιορίζομεν τήν 
ἐπί τοῦ κεφαλαιώδους τούτου θέματος 
πεποίθησιν καί πρόθεσιν ἡμῶν εἰς τά 
ἀφορῶντα μόνον εἰς τήν καθ’ ἡμᾶς 
Ἁγιωτάτην Ἐκκλησίαν τῆς Κων-
σταντινουπόλεως, ἀλλά ἐπε-
κτείνομεν τήν τοιαύτην ἱεράν 
ὁμολογίαν καί διακήρυξιν 
καί εἰς τά ἀφορῶντα εἰς τήν 
καθόλου Ὀρθόδοξον ἐν τῷ 
κόσμῳ Ἐκκλησίαν.

Κατά τήν ἐπίσημον 
ταύτην στιγμήν, καθ’ ἥν 
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ἐνώπιον Θεοῦ καί ἀνθρώπων ἀναδεχόμεθα τάς 
εὐθύνας τῆς οἰκουμενικῆς ταύτης σκοπιᾶς, ἐπι-
θυμοῦμεν ἵνα δηλώσωμεν ὅτι ἀναλαμβάνομεν τά 
καθήκοντα ἡμῶν ὑπό τήν προστασίαν τοῦ Συντάγ-
ματος καί τῶν νόμων τῆς Τουρκικῆς Δημοκρατίας. 
Συνεχίζοντες τήν μακραίωνα παράδοσιν τῶν μετά 
τήν Ἅλωσιν Πατριαρχῶν, θά παραμείνωμεν πιστός 
καί νομοταγής πολίτης τῆς Χώρας ταύτης, ὡς καί 
τά περί ἡμᾶς ἐνταῦθα τέκνα τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, τά 
τοῦ Θεοῦ λειτουργοῦντες καί, κατ’ ἐπιταγήν τοῦ 
Κυρίου, τά τοῦ Καίσαρος τῷ Καίσαρι ἐντίμως καί 
εἰλικρινῶς ἀποδίδοντες (Ματθ. 22,21). Ἐν τῷ ση-
μείῳ τούτῳ ὑπεύθυνον χρέος ἡγούμεθα ἵνα σαφῶς 
δηλώσωμεν ὅτι τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον 
παραμένει καθαρῶς πνευματικός θεσμός καί κα-
ταλλαγῆς σύμβολον καί ἀστράτευτος δύναμις, τά 
τῆς Ἁγίας ἡμῶν Ὀρθοδόξου πίστεως ἀσκῶν καί τάς 
πανορθοδόξους δικαιοδοσίας αὐτοῦ διαφυλάσσων 
καί ἐνεργῶν, πάσης πολιτικῆς ἀπέχων καί μακράν 
τοῦ «καπνώδους τύφου τῆς κοσμικῆς ἐξουσίας» 
τηρούμενος. Ἄλλωστε, ἥ ἀνθρωπίνη μόνον δύναμις 
ὥς καί πάντα τά ἀνθρώπινα οὐδέν εἶναι ἡ ματαιότης 
καί ψευδαίσθησις δυνάμεως. 

Καί ἤδη ἀπευθυνόμεθα μετά πάσης ἀγάπης καί 
στοργῆς πρός τό ἐνταῦθα ποίμνιον ἡμῶν, μεθ’ οὗ 
τήν στιγμήν ταύτην συνάπτομεν διαθήκην ἐν Κυρίῳ. 
Ἀδιστάκτως δηλοῦμεν ὅτι ἐσόμεθα ποιμήν ἕτοιμος 
θῦσαι τήν ψυχήν αὐτοῦ ὑπέρ τῶν προβάτων. 

Ἀλλά, καί πρός τό καθόλου πλήρωμα τῆς Ἁγίας 
τοῦ Χριστοῦ Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας, τό κατά Κρήτην 
καί Δωδεκάνησον, τό κατ’ Ἤπειρον καί Μακεδονίαν, 
τό κατά Θράκην καί Νήσους, τό συνολικῶς ἐν ταῖς 
οὕτω καλουμέναις Νέαις Χώραις διαβιοῦν, τό ἐν 
Βορείῳ καί Νοτίῳ Ἀμερικῇ καί ἐν Ὠκεανίᾳ καί ἐν 
Εὐρώπῃ, τήν αὐτήν ἐπαγγελίαν δίδομεν, ὅτι θά γρη-
γορήσωμεν, ἐν παντί καί οὐδαμῶς θά λείψωμεν πα-
τρικῶς ἐντεῦθεν διακονοῦντες αὐτό. Διό καί ἀπευ-
θύνομεν πρός τούς Ἱερωτάτους Ἀρχιεπισκόπους καί 
Μητροπολίτας καί Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἐπισκόπους, 

τούς ἀμέσως ἐγκεχειρισμένους τήν διαποί-
μανσιν τοῦ προσφιλεστά-

του τούτου 
ἀνά τήν 

οἰκουμένην πληρώματος της Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας 
ἀσπασμόν ἀγάπης καί εἰρήνης ἐν Χριστῷ καί διαβε-
βαίωσιν περί τῆς μετ’ αὐτῶν στενῆς καί ἀδελφικῆς 
συνεργασίας, ἐπ’ ἀγαθῷ τοῦ ποιμνίου, ἀλλά καί 
τῶν γενικωτέρων ἱερῶν συμφερόντων τοῦ Θρόνου. 
Διό καί μέλλομεν ἵνα κατά τό δυνατόν συχνάκις 
πραγματοποιῶμεν συνάξεις ἁπάσης τῆς σεβασμίας 
Ἱεραρχίας τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου ἐν τῇ 
ἐνταῦθα ἕδρᾳ αὐτοῦ, πρός ἀμοιβαίαν ἐνημέρωσιν 
καί ἐνίσχυσιν καί πρός ἀπό κοινοῦ προγραμματι-
σμόν.

Ἰδιαζόντως ἀπευθυνόμεθα ἀπό τοῦ Οἰκουμε-
νικοῦ τούτου Θρόνου πρός τούς σεβασμίους καί 
προσφιλεστάτους ἡμῖν Πατέρας τῆς ἐρήμου, τούς τῇ 
ἀσκήσει  διαλάμποντας ἐν Ἁγίῳ Ὄρει. Καί λέγομεν: 
Οὐδ’ ἐπί στιγμήν νοεῖται ἤ δύναται νά ὑπάρχῃ Ἅγιον 
Ὄρος καί συνέχισις καί πλήρωμα τῆς μακραίωνος 
αὐτοῦ τιμιωτάτης Ὀρθοδόξου μοναστικῆς παραδό-
σεως ἄνευ τῶν καθηγιασμένων δεσμῶν αὐτοῦ πρός 
τήν Μητέρα Μεγάλην Ἐκκλησίαν. Διό καί χρέος 
ἡγησόμεθα ἵνα τό πᾶν πράξωμεν εἰς συντήρησιν καί 
ἀκμήν καί ἄνθησιν καί προστασίαν καί ἀκτινοβολίαν 
τοῦ Ἁγιονύμου Τόπου, πάντοτε ἐντός τῆς κανο-
νικῆς τάξεως τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας καί ἐν τῷ 
πνεύματι τῆς ἱεραρχικῆς δομῆς αὐτῆς. Ζητοῦμεν δέ 
παρά τῶν Πατέρων τοῦθ’ ὅπερ καί παρ’ ἡμῶν αὐτῶν 
αἰτούμεθα: τήν ἐνεργόν καί ἐν φόβῳ Θεοῦ καί ἐν 
πιστότητι τῷ μοναχικῷ ἡμῶν ὅρκῳ ἄσκησιν τῶν δύο 
βασικῶν μοναστικῶν ἀρετῶν, ἤτοι τῆς ταπεινώσεως 
καί τῆς ὑπακοῆς τῇ Ἐκκλησίᾳ.

Οὐδέν πλέον τούτων ἔχομεν ἵνα εἴπωμεν καί 
πρός τήν κατά Πάτμον ἱστορικήν Μονήν τοῦ μαθη-
τοῦ τῆς ἀγάπης καί τάς ἄλλας μοναστικάς πολιτείας, 
τάς τῷ Θρόνῳ τούτῳ συναπτομένας, ἅς μετ’ ἴσης 
στοργῆς καί τιμῆς καί ἐνδιαφέροντος περιβάλλομεν.

Ἀπό τῆς ἀμέσου κανονικῆς ταύτης δικαιοδοσί-
ας ἡμῶν ἐκτεινόμενοι ἐπισκεπτόμεθα νοερῶς τούς 
ἀγγέλους «τῶν ὑφ’ ἑνός Πνεύματος τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
συνεχομένων τε και φωτιζομένων Ὀρθοδόξων 
Ἐκκλησιῶν»: τόν μακαριώτατον Πάπαν καί Πατρι-
άρχην τῆς μεγάλης πόλεως Ἀλεξανδρείας κύριον 
Παρθένιον· τόν μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην τῆς 
μεγάλης Θεουπόλεως Ἀντιοχείας κύριον Ἰγνάτιον· 
τον μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην τῆς ἁγίας Πόλεως 
Ἱερουσαλήμ κύριον Διόδωρον· τόν μακαριώτατον 
Πατριάρχην Μόσχας καί πάσης Ρωσσίας κύριον 
Ἀλέξιον· τόν μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην Βελιγραδί-
ου κύριον Παῦλον· τόν μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην 
Βουκουρεστίου κύριον Θεόκτιστον· τόν μακαριώ-
τατον Πατριάρχην Σόφιας κύριον Μάξιμον·τον μα-
καριώτατον Καθολικόν Πατριάρχην πάσης Γεωργίας 
κύριον Ἠλίαν· τόν μακαριώτατον Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον 
Νέας Ἰουστινιανῆς καί πάσης Κύπρου κύριον 
Χρυσόστομον· τον μακαριώτατον Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον 
Ἀθηνῶν καί πάσης Ἐλλάδος κύριον Σεραφείμ· τόν 
μακαριώτατον Μητροπολίτην Βαρσοβίας κύριον 
Βασίλειον· τόν ἐπέχοντα τήν θέσιν τοῦ ἀγγέλου 
τῆς Ἐκκλησίας Ἀλβανίας Ἱερώτατον Μητροπολίτην 
Ἀνδρούσης κύριον Ἀναστάσιον· τούς Ἱερωτάτους, 
Μητροπολίτην Πράγας κύριον Δωρόθεον καί Ἀρχι-
επίσκοπον Φιλλανδίας κύριον Ἰωάννην, ἅπαντας 
ἀδελφούς λίαν ἀγαπητούς καί συλλειτουργούς 

περί τό θυσιαστήριον τῆς Μιᾶς καί Ἀδιαιρέτου 
Ὀρθοδοξίας. Κατενώπιον αὐτῶν καί κατενώ-
πιον ἁπάσης τῆς ὑπ’ οὐρανόν Ἐκκλησίας ἐν 

παρρησίᾳ καί ἀγαλλιάσει πνεύματος ὁμολο-
γοῦμεν τήν ἁγίαν καί ἀμώμητον Ὀρθόδοξον 
ἡμῶν πίστιν, τήν ζῶσαν ταύτην ἐμπειρίαν τοῦ 

εἰς αἰῶνας ἐκτεινομένου σώματος τοῦ Χριστοῦ, 
ὡς αὕτη ἐξεπήγασεν ἀπό τῆς θείας Ἀποκαλύψεως, 
τῆς Παλαιᾶς καί Καινῆς Διαθήκης καί παρεδόθη 

ἡμῖν ὑπό τοῦ Κυρίου διά τῶν πνευματεμφόρων 
ἁγίων Ἀποστόλων καί διετυπώθη ἐν τοῖς Ὄροις 
τῶν Ἁγίων ἑπτά Οἰκουμενικῶν Συνόδων ὑπό τῶν 
Θεοφόρων Πατέρων ἡμῶν καί διηρθρώθη καί 
ἡρμηνεύθη ὑπ’ αὐτῶν καί τῶν ὑπό τῆς Ἐκκλησίας 
ἀνεγνωρισμένων ἐκκλησιαστικῶν συγγραφέων 
καί, συνελόντι εἰπεῖν, ἀνεπιφυλάκτως ὁμολο-
γοῦμεν τήν πίστιν τῆς Μιᾶς, Ἁγίας, Καθολικῆς 
καί Ἀποστολικῆς Ἐκκλησίας.

Ἡνωμένοι ἐν τῇ κοινῇ ταύτῃ πίστει καί τῷ 
κοινῷ Ποτηρίῳ καί τῇ τήν πίστιν ἐνεργούσῃ 
ἀγάπῃ τείνομεν χεῖρα κοινωνίας τοῖς σεβα-
σμίοις συναδελφοῖς ἡμῶν Προκαθημένοις 
καί ὑποσχόμεθα ὅτι ἐν συλλογικῇ μετ’ 
αὐτῶν εὐθύνῃ θά δώσωμεν τήν μαρτυρίαν 
ἡμῶν ἐν μέσῳ ἑνός κόσμου διηρημένου 

ἀλλά καί ἐπιποθοῦντος τήν ἑνότητα καί 
τήν καταλλαγήν ὅσον ἴσως οὐδέποτε 
ἄλλοτε ἐν τῇ ἱστορίᾳ του.

εἰς θεωρίαν τοῦ Θεοῦ, εἰς ἱερουργίαν τοῦ μυστηρίου 
τῆς ἀδιασπάρτου ἀποστολικότητος, εἰς διακονίαν 
καί μαρτυρίαν τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας, εἰς οἰκοδομήν τῆς 

Τό πρῶτον ἀπό τῆς ἱερᾶς ταύτης ἕδρας ὁμι-
λοῦντες, πρώτιστα πάντων λέγομεν μετά τοῦ ἐν 
Ἁγίοις προκατόχου ἡμῶν Ἰωάννου τοῦ Χρυσοστό-
μου «δόξα τῷ Θεῷ πάντων ἕνεκα».

Εἶτα, ἐν βαθεῖᾳ τιμῇ καί ἀγάπη ἀνυ-
ποκρίτῳ πρός τήν γεραράν χορείαν τῶν 
Ἱεραρχῶν τοῦ Θρόνου στρεφόμενοι, τῶν τε 
ἐνταῦθα καί τῶν ἀπανταχοῦ τῆς οἰκουμέ-
νης, τῶν τό σύμψηφον αὐτῶν προφρόνως 
χορηγησάντων, προσφέρομεν τήν ὁλόψυ-
χον ἡμῶν εὐχαριστίαν ἐπί τῇ συγκινητικῇ 
ὅντως ἐμπιστοσύνῃ, τῇ ἐπιδειχθείσῃ πρός 
τό ἐλάχιστον ἡμῶν πρόσωπον. Θά ἐπανα-
λάβωμεν καί πάλιν μετά τοῦ Ἁγίου ποιμένος 
τῶν Θεσσαλονικέων: «Ὑμεῖς μέν οὗν, ἀδελφοί, 
ἐμέ φιλοφρόνως ἐδέξασθε καί πολλήν ἀπενεί-
ματε τήν τιμήν, πλείστην τε ἐπεδείξασθε τήν 
ἀγάπην καί, ὅ φησι Παῦλος, «ὡς ἄγγελον Θεοῦ 
ἐδέξασθέ με, ὡς Χριστόν Ἰησοῦν» καί ἑαυτούς δεδώ-
κατε πρῶτον τῷ Κυρίῳ καί ἡμῖν διά θελήματος Θεοῦ, 
ὑπέρ οὗ καί χάριν ἀπέδωκα τῷ Θεῷ καί διά παντός 
εὐχαριστῶ». Ὅθεν, δηλοῦμεν ἐκ προοιμίων, ὅτι οὐχί 
ἁπλῶς καί μόνον τῇ κανονικῇ τάξει τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου 
ἡμῶν Ἐκκλησίας ἑπόμενοι καί ἰδιαιτέρως τήν πο-
λιάν παράδοσιν καί πρᾶξιν τῆς Ἁγίας τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας σεβόμενοι, ἀλλ’ ἔτι πλέον ἐκ 
βιώματος ἱεροῦ στερράν πεποίθησιν ἔχοντες ἐπί 
τήν ἀναντικατάστατον ἀξίαν τῆς συνοδικότητος, 
δι’ ᾗς τό Πνεῦμα τό Ἅγιον λαλεῖ ἐν τῇ Ἐκκλησίᾳ, 
πορευσόμεθα ὑπό τό φῶς αὐτῆς καί μόνον, ἐν 
τοῖς πλαισίοις αὐτῆς καί τῇ κανονικῇ αὐτῆς 
λειτουργίᾳ, ὁμοψύχως μετά τῶν τιμιωτάτων 
ἐν Χριστῷ ἀδελφῶν καί συλλειτουργῶν τήν 
ὁδόν τῆς διακονίας τῆς Ἐκκλησίας. Τοῦτο 
δέ λέγοντες, οὐδαμῶς περιορίζομεν τήν 
ἐπί τοῦ κεφαλαιώδους τούτου θέματος 
πεποίθησιν καί πρόθεσιν ἡμῶν εἰς τά 
ἀφορῶντα μόνον εἰς τήν καθ’ ἡμᾶς 
Ἁγιωτάτην Ἐκκλησίαν τῆς Κων-
σταντινουπόλεως, ἀλλά ἐπε-
κτείνομεν τήν τοιαύτην ἱεράν 
ὁμολογίαν καί διακήρυξιν 
καί εἰς τά ἀφορῶντα εἰς τήν 

τούς ἀμέσως ἐγκεχειρισμένους τήν διαποί-
μανσιν τοῦ προσφιλεστά-

του τούτου 
ἀνά τήν 

Ἐκκλησιῶν»: τόν μακαριώτατον Πάπαν καί Πατρι-
άρχην τῆς μεγάλης πόλεως Ἀλεξανδρείας κύριον 
Παρθένιον· τόν μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην τῆς 
μεγάλης Θεουπόλεως Ἀντιοχείας κύριον Ἰγνάτιον· 
τον μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην τῆς ἁγίας Πόλεως 
Ἱερουσαλήμ κύριον Διόδωρον· τόν μακαριώτατον 
Πατριάρχην Μόσχας καί πάσης Ρωσσίας κύριον 
Ἀλέξιον· τόν μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην Βελιγραδί-
ου κύριον Παῦλον· τόν μακαριώτατον Πατριάρχην 
Βουκουρεστίου κύριον Θεόκτιστον· τόν μακαριώ-
τατον Πατριάρχην Σόφιας κύριον Μάξιμον·τον μα-
καριώτατον Καθολικόν Πατριάρχην πάσης Γεωργίας 
κύριον Ἠλίαν· τόν μακαριώτατον Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον 
Νέας Ἰουστινιανῆς καί πάσης Κύπρου κύριον 
Χρυσόστομον· τον μακαριώτατον Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον 
Ἀθηνῶν καί πάσης Ἐλλάδος κύριον Σεραφείμ· τόν 
μακαριώτατον Μητροπολίτην Βαρσοβίας κύριον 
Βασίλειον· τόν ἐπέχοντα τήν θέσιν τοῦ ἀγγέλου 
τῆς Ἐκκλησίας Ἀλβανίας Ἱερώτατον Μητροπολίτην 
Ἀνδρούσης κύριον Ἀναστάσιον· τούς Ἱερωτάτους, 
Μητροπολίτην Πράγας κύριον Δωρόθεον καί Ἀρχι-
επίσκοπον Φιλλανδίας κύριον Ἰωάννην, ἅπαντας 
ἀδελφούς λίαν ἀγαπητούς καί συλλειτουργούς 

περί τό θυσιαστήριον τῆς Μιᾶς καί Ἀδιαιρέτου 
Ὀρθοδοξίας. Κατενώπιον αὐτῶν καί κατενώ-
πιον ἁπάσης τῆς ὑπ’ οὐρανόν Ἐκκλησίας ἐν 

παρρησίᾳ καί ἀγαλλιάσει πνεύματος ὁμολο-
γοῦμεν τήν ἁγίαν καί ἀμώμητον Ὀρθόδοξον 
ἡμῶν πίστιν, τήν ζῶσαν ταύτην ἐμπειρίαν τοῦ 

εἰς αἰῶνας ἐκτεινομένου σώματος τοῦ Χριστοῦ, 
ὡς αὕτη ἐξεπήγασεν ἀπό τῆς θείας Ἀποκαλύψεως, 
τῆς Παλαιᾶς καί Καινῆς Διαθήκης καί παρεδόθη 

ἡμῖν ὑπό τοῦ Κυρίου διά τῶν πνευματεμφόρων 
ἁγίων Ἀποστόλων καί διετυπώθη ἐν τοῖς Ὄροις 
τῶν Ἁγίων ἑπτά Οἰκουμενικῶν Συνόδων ὑπό τῶν 
Θεοφόρων Πατέρων ἡμῶν καί διηρθρώθη καί 
ἡρμηνεύθη ὑπ’ αὐτῶν καί τῶν ὑπό τῆς Ἐκκλησίας 
ἀνεγνωρισμένων ἐκκλησιαστικῶν συγγραφέων 
καί, συνελόντι εἰπεῖν, ἀνεπιφυλάκτως ὁμολο-
γοῦμεν τήν πίστιν τῆς Μιᾶς, Ἁγίας, Καθολικῆς 
καί Ἀποστολικῆς Ἐκκλησίας.

Ἡνωμένοι ἐν τῇ κοινῇ ταύτῃ πίστει καί τῷ 
κοινῷ Ποτηρίῳ καί τῇ τήν πίστιν ἐνεργούσῃ 
ἀγάπῃ τείνομεν χεῖρα κοινωνίας τοῖς σεβα-
σμίοις συναδελφοῖς ἡμῶν Προκαθημένοις 
καί ὑποσχόμεθα ὅτι ἐν συλλογικῇ μετ’ 
αὐτῶν εὐθύνῃ θά δώσωμεν τήν μαρτυρίαν 
ἡμῶν ἐν μέσῳ ἑνός κόσμου διηρημένου 

ἀλλά καί ἐπιποθοῦντος τήν ἑνότητα καί 
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ΜΕΝΙΚΟΥ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΟΥ ΒΑΡΘΟΛΟΜΑΙΟΥ ΣΤΙΣ 2 ΝΟΕΜΒΡΙΟΥ 1991
Εἶναι δέ ἡ μαρτυρία αὕτη τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας κατά 

τοσοῦτον περισσότερον ἀναγκαία καί ἐπιτακτική 
σήμερον, καθ’ ὅσον ἡ Θεία Πρόνοια ἐπεφύλαξεν 
εἰς ἡμᾶς νά ἴδωμεν ραγδαίας καί τοῦτ’ αὐτό κο-
σμογονικάς ἐξελίξεις καί μεταβολάς εἰς τήν ζωήν 
τῶν λαῶν τοῦ κόσμου, ἐξελίξεις καί μεταβολάς, αἱ 
ὁποῖαι φέρουν εἰς τόν σύγχρονον ἄνθρωπον τήν 
ἐλπίδα ἑνός καλλιτέρου μέλλοντος, ἑνός μέλλοντος 
εἰρήνης, ἐλευθερίας καί σεβασμοῦ τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης 
ἀξιοπρεπείας. Αἱ ραγδαῖαι αὗται ἀνακατατάξεις 
ἔλαβον ἤ λαμβάνουν εἰσέτι χώραν ἐν πολλοῖς εἰς 
χώρας καί λαούς ἐκ παραδόσεως ὀρθοδόξους, καί 
διά τοῦτο αἱ Ὀρθόδοξοι κυρίως Ἐκκλησίαι ἐπηρεά-
ζονται περισσότερον ἐξ αὐτῶν. Εἶναι , ὡς ἐκ τούτου, 
φυσικόν νά καλῶνται σήμερον ὅλως ἰδιαιτέρως αἱ 
Ὀρθόδοξοι Ἐκκλησίαι εἰς ἐγρήγορσιν, συνεργασίαν 
καί προσφοράν, ὥστε αἱ ἐξελίξεις αὗται νά ἀποβοῦν 
ὄντως ἐπ’ ἀγαθῷ τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, ὁ ὁποῖος μεγάλως 
ἐταλαιπωρήθη εἰς τόν αἰῶνα μας.

Ἔχει δέ πολλά, πλεῖστα ὅσα, νά προσφέρῃ ἡ 
Ὀρθοδοξία εἰς τόν κόσμον τῶν ἡμερῶν μας. Ἐν τῇ 
Ὀρθοδοξίᾳ δέν εὑρίσκεται μόνον ἡ ὀρθή πίστις εἰς 
τόν ἀληθινόν Θεόν, ἀλλά καί ἡ ὀρθή ἀντίληψις περί 
τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ὡς εἰκόνος τοῦ Θεοῦ ὡς καί περί 
κόσμου καί δημιουργίας.

Ἀσπασμόν εἰρήνης καί ἀγάπης ἀπευθύνομεν 
τοῖς ἁγίοις Προκαθημένοις τῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν Ἀρμε-
νικῆς, Κοπτικῆς, Αἰθιοπικῆς, καί Συριακῆς ἐν Δα-
μασκῷ καί ἐν Μαλαμπάρ, ἡ μεθ’ ὧν ἐγγύτης περί τήν 
Ὀρθόδοξον πίστιν ἅγει ἡμᾶς σήμερον εἰς ἐνεργόν 
ἀναζήτησιν ὡς οἷον τάχιον κοινῆς αὐτῆς ὁμολογίας 
καί ἐκφράσεως ἐν τῷ κοινῷ Ποτηρίῳ.

Ἀπό τοῦ ἱεροῦ τούτου περιβόλου χαιρετίζομεν 
ὡσαύτως τήν Αὐτοῦ Ἁγιότητα τόν Πάπαν τῆς πρε-
σβυτέρας Ρώμης Ἰωάννην Παῦλον τόν Β΄, μεθ’ οὗ ἐν 
κοινωνίᾳ ἀγάπης εὑρισκόμεθα. Καί διαβεβαιούμεθα 
αὐτόν ὅτι μέλημα σοβαρώτατον ἡμῶν ἔσται ἡ πραγ-
ματοποίησις τοῦ ἱεροῦ δράματος τῶν μακαριστῶν 
προκατόχων ἡμῶν Ἀθηναγόρου καί Δημητρίου, 
ὅπως τελειωθῇ ἐπί γῆς τό θέλημα τοῦ Κυρίου διά τήν 
Ἁγίαν Αὐτοῦ Ἐκκλησίαν ἐν τῇ ἐπανενώσει ἁπάντων 
τῶν εἰς Αὐτόν πιστευόντων διά τοῦ διαλόγου τῆς 
ἀληθείας. Ἡμεῖς θά πράξωμεν πᾶν τό ἐφ ἡμῖν πρός 
τήν κατεύθυνσιν ταύτην, ἐν φόβῳ Θεοῦ καί εἰλικρι-
νείᾳ καί ἐντιμότητι καί συνέσει, πεποίθαμεν δ’ ὅτι 
καί ὁ ἐν τῇ Δύσει ἀδελφός ἡμῶν θά ἐξαντλήσῃ πάσας 
τάς πολλάς αὐτοῦ δυνατότητας, ἵνα συμπράξῃ μεθ’ 
ἡμῶν πρός τόν ἱερόν καί ἅγιον σκοπόν τοῦτον.

Τόν σεβάσμιον Πρωθιεράρχην τῆς Ἐκκλησίας 
τῆς Ἀγγλίας καί ἁπάσης τῆς Ἀγγλικανικῆς Κοινωνί-
ας, τόν Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον Καντουρίας κύριον Γεώργιον 
βαθεῖα τιμῇ ἀσπαζόμεθα ἐν Κυρίῳ, διαδηλοῦντες 
τήν πρόθεσιν ἡμῶν ὅπως συνεχίσωμεν μετά πιστό-
τητος τήν μακράν παράδοσιν ἀδελφικῶν σχέσεων 
μετά της ἀγγλικανικῆς Ἐκκλησίας καί προωθήσωμεν 
τόν θεολογικόν ἡμῶν μέχρις οὗ καταντήσωμεν εἰς 
τήν ἑνότητα τῆς πίστεως.

Ἐν τῷ αὐτῷ πνεύματι χαιρετίζομεν καί ἀσπα-
ζόμεθα τῆν Παλαιοκαθολικήν Ἐκκλησίαν ἐν τῷ 
προσώπῳ τοῦ σεβασμίου Προκαθημένου αὐτῆς 
Ἀρχιεπισκόπου Οὐτρέχτης κυρίου Ἀντωνίου, 
εἰλικρινῆ εὐχήν διατυποῦντες ὅπως ὁ μετ’ αὐτῆς 
διάλογος ὁδηγήσῃ ἡμᾶς εἰς τήν δόξαν τοῦ Χριστοῦ.

Ἐν διαθέσει εἰρήνης καί ἀγάπης ἀσπαζόμεθα 
φιλήματι Χριστοῦ ἁπάσας τάς λοιπάς Χριστιανικάς 
Ἐκκλησίας καί Ὁμολογίας, τήν Λουθηρανικήν καί 
τήν Μετερρυθμισμένην, μεθ’ ὧν ἐπίσης ἐν θεολο-
γικῷ διαλόγῳ εὑρισκόμεθα, τήν τῶν Μεθοδιστῶν, 
τόν μετά τῆς ὁποίας διάλογον προετοιμάζομεν, καί 
ἁπαξαπάσας τάς Χριστιανικάς ἀνά τόν κόσμον Κοι-
νότητας, ὅσαι πιστεύουσι καί κηρύττουσι, κατά τάς 
Γραφάς, Χριστόν ἐσταυρωμένον καί ἐμφοροῦνται 
ὑπό τοῦ ἀγαθοῦ πνεύματος ἵνα μετάσχωσι τοῦ 
κοινοῦ συμποσίου τῆς πίστεως ἐν ἑνότητι ἀποστο-
λοπατροπαραδότῳ.

Ἰδιαίτερον ὅλως χαιρετισμόν ἐν Χριστῷ ἀπευ-
θύνομεν ἀπό τῆς ἱερᾶς ταύτης ἕδρας πρός τό Πα-
γκόσμιον Συμβούλιον Ἐκκλησιῶν, τόν παρόντα ἐν 
τῷ μέσῳ ἡμῶν Πρόεδρον τῆς Κεντρικῆς Ἐπιτροπῆς 
αὐτοῦ, τόν Γενικόν αὐτοῦ Γραμματέα μεθ’ ὅλου 
τοῦ περί αὐτόν ἀξίου ἐπιτελείου καί πρός ἁπάσας 
τάς Ἐκκλησίας μέλη αὐτοῦ. Εὐτυχήσαντες ἵνα ἐπί 
μακρόν ὑπό διαφόρους ἰδιότητας συνεργασθῶμεν 
καί συναγωνισθῶμεν μετά τῶν ἐν τῷ Συμβουλίῳ 
τούτῳ χριστιανῶν καί συμμερισθῶμεν τάς ἀγωνίας 
ἀλλήλων ἐν τῇ ἀναζητήσει καί τῇ οἰκοδομῇ τῆς 
χριστιανικῆς ἑνότητος, ἀλλά καί τῆς χριστιανικῆς 
τοποθετήσεως καί μαρτυρίας ἕναντι τῶν συγχρόνων 
προβλημάτων τῆς ἀνρθωπότητος, ἀναγνωρίζομεν 
τό Συμβούλιον τοῦτο ὡς σπουδαίαν ἔκφρασιν τῆς 

Οἰκουμενικῆς Κινήσεως καί προγραμματικήν λει-
τουργίαν τοῦ οἰκουμενικοῦ πνεύματος. Τό καθ’ ἡμᾶς 
Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον, ὡς ἕν τῶν ἱδρυτικῶν 
μελῶν τοῦ Συμβουλίου τούτου, δέν πρόκειται ἵνα 
μειώσῃ τό ἐνδιαφέρον αὐτοῦ καί ὑπέρ τοῦ καλοῦ 
ὀρθοῦ προσανατολισμοῦ αὐτοῦ καί ὑπέρ τῆς μή 
ἀπομακρύνσεως αὐτοῦ ἀπό τῆς πρώτης καί κυρίας 
ἀποστολῆς του, ἥτις εἶναι ἡ διακονία τῆς χριστια-
νικῆς ἑνότητος. Οὕτω τοποθετοῦνται καί ἅπασαι αἱ 
κατ’ Ἀνατολάς Ἐκκλησίαι ἕναντι τοῦ Παγκοσμίου 
Συμβουλίου Ἐκκλησιῶν, ἀποδεικνύουσιν αἱ κοιναί 
ἐν προκειμένῳ ἐνέργειαι ἡμῶν ἕν τε τῇ Καμπέρρᾳ 
καί ἐν Σαμπεζύ τῆς Γενεύης.

Χαιρετίζομεν περαιτέρω τήν παρουσίαν 
ἐνταῦθα τοῦ Ἐντιμοτάτου Γενικοῦ Γραμματέως τοῦ 
Συμβουλίου Εὐρωπαϊκῶν Ἐκκλησιῶν, οὕτινος μέλος 
ἀποτελεῖ καί τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον, καί 
δι’ αὐτοῦ ἐπεκτείνομεν τόν χαιρετισμόν ἡμῶν ἐν 
Χριστῷ πρός ἁπάσας τάς Ἐκκλησίας μέλη αὐτοῦ.

Δέν θά ὀκνήσωμεν ἵνα ἀναπτύξωμεν ἀγαθάς 
σχέσεις καί μετά τῶν μειζόνων μή Χριστιανικῶν 
θρησκειῶν, ἐπί τῷ τέλει τῆς συνεργασίας ἐν τῷ 
πρακτικῷ πεδίῳ, πρός διαφύλαξιν καί διάσωσιν τῶν 
μεγάλων πνευματικῶν καί ἠθικῶν ἀξιῶν τοῦ ἀλη-
θοῦς πολιτισμοῦ καί ἀπόκρουσιν πάσης ἀρνητικῆς 
καί καταστροφικῆς τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου προσώπου 
δυνάμεως.

Ἀκόμα καί πρός τόν ἀγνοοῦντα καί ἀρνούμενον 
καί δή καί ὑβρίζοντα τόν Θεόν δέν θά ἀπαξιώσωμεν 
ἵνα διαλεχθῶμεν, ἐάν παραστῇ ἀνάγκη, μεταφέρο-
ντες καί πρός αὐτόν –μάλιστα δέ πρός αὐτόν – τήν 
μαρτυρίαν τῆς ἀγάπης τοῦ Χριστοῦ, τοῦ ἀφέντος τά 
ἐνενήκοντα ἐννέα πρός ἀναζήτησιν τοῦ ἑνός, διότι, 
καί ὑπέρ αὐτοῦ Χριστός ἐσταυρώθη (Ματθ. 18,12).

Ἡ Μεγάλη τοῦ Χριστοῦ Ἐκκλησία, Ἐκκλησία 
εὐαγγελισμοῦ ἄνωθεν καί ἐξ ἀρχῆς ὑπαρχουσα, 
δέν δύναται νά ἀρνηθῇ ἑαυτήν. Δέν δύναται νά μή 
εὐαγγελίζηται καί νά μή ἐπανευαγγελίζηται συ-
νεχῶς. «Οὐαί δέ αὐτῇ ἐστιν ἐάν μή εὐαγγελίζηται» 
(Α΄Κορ. 9,16)      

Ἰδιαίτερον πατρικόν χαιρετισμόν καί τήν 
ἐγκάρδιον Πατριαρχικήν ἡμῶν εὐλογίαν ἀπευθύ-
νομεν πρός τήν νεολαίαν, ἥτις ἀποτελεῖ οὐχί μόνο 
τό μέλλον, ἀλλά καί τό δυναμικόν παρόν ἡμῶν, ἐφ’ 
ὅσον δέν ὑπάρχει μέλλον ἄνευ παρόντος. Ἀπό τῆς 
Μητρός Ἐκκλησίας ἀπέραντον καί εἰλικρινῆ ἐκφρά-
ζομεν τήν συμπάθειαν αὐτῆς καί ἡμῶν προσωπικῶς 
πρός τά πρόβλήματα τῆς ἁπανταχοῦ συγχρόνου νε-
ότητος καί καθιστῶμεν ταῦτα ἡμέτερα προβλήματα.

Τά θεολογικά Γράμματα οὐδόλως θά παρα-
μελήσωμεν κατά τήν ταπεινήν ἡμῶν Πατριαρχίαν, 
οὐχί μόνον κατά τήν παράδοσιν τῆς καθ’ ἡμᾶς 
Ἐκκλησίας, ἀλλά καί κατά πεποίθησιν προσωπικήν, 
καί θά ἐπιδιώξωμεν τήν προαγωγήν αὐτῶν, ὥστε 
νά προχωρήσουν εἰς τελεσφόρον ἑρμηνείαν τῆς 
Ὀρθοδόξου παραδόσεως εἰς τήν σύγχρονον ἐποχήν. 
Τό Οἰκουμενικόν Πατριαρχεῖον πρέπει νά ἀποκτήσῃ 
τά ἰδικά του μέσα καλλιεργίας καί προβολῆς τῆς 
Ὀρθοδόξου Θεολογίας. Ἐντός τῶν πλαισίων τούτων 
θά ἐπιδιώξωμεν τήν ἀπόκτησιν τῆς ἀδείας τῶν ἐφ’ 
ἡμᾶς τεταγμένων κρατικῶν Ἀρχῶν πρός ἐπανα-
λειτουργίαν τῆς περιπύστου Τροφοῦ κατά Χάλκην 
Ἱερᾶς Θεολογικῆς Σχολῆς, τῆς ἀναγκασθείσης ἵνα 
ἀναστείλῃ τήν λειτουργίαν αὐτῆς πρό εἰκοσαετίας. 
Ἀκόμη, ἡ ἔκδοσις ἐπισήμου ἐκκλησιαστικοῦ-θεολο-
γικοῦ περιοδικοῦ τοῦ Πατριαρχείου, ἐκφραστοῦ τῆς 
θεολογικῆς σκέψεως καί τῶν ἀμέσων παραδόσεων 
αὐτοῦ, θά ἀποτελέσῃ μέλημα καί φροντίδα τῆς ἡμῶν 
Μετριότητος.

Περαιτέρω προτιθέμεθα: 
• ὅπως τιμῶμεν τήν μνήμην τῶν Ἁγίων Προκα-

τόχων ἡμῶν Πατριαρχῶν Κωνσταντινου-πόλεως, ὧν 
τῶν θρόνων καί τῶν ἀγώνων διάδοχος καθιστάμεθα, 
διά τῆς τελέσεως τῆς Θείας Λειτουργίας ἐν τῷ Παν-
σέπτῳ Πατριαρχικῷ Ναῷ, ἀρχῆς γιγνομένης ἀπό 
τοῦ Ὁμολογητοῦ Πατριάρχου Παύλου, τῇ προσεχῇ 
Τετάρτη, ἕκτῃ ἀρξαμένου μηνός.

• ὅπως ἐνισχύσωμεν τήν τήρησιν τῆς ἰδιαιτέρας 
τελετουργικῆς πράξεως τῆς Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας. 
Ἡ προαγωγή τῆς λειτουργικῆς ζωῆς, καί δή κατά 
τό τυπικόν τῆς Ἐκκλησίας ἡμῶν, θέλει ἀποτελέσει 
ἀντικείμενον ἰδιαιτέρας ἡμῶν φροντίδος διά τό εἶναι 
αὐτήν τό κέντρον τῆς χριστιανικῆς ἡμῶν ὑπάρξεως 
καί ζωῆς.

• ὅπως ἐκδίδωμεν κατ’ ἔτος Ἡμερολόγιον τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου.

• ὅπως ἐνισχύσωμεν καί ἀξιοποιήσωμεν καλ-
λίτερον τό ἐν Θεσσαλονίκῃ Πατριαρχικόν Ἵδρυμα 
Πατερικῶν Μελετῶν, τό ἐν Σαμπεζύ Ὀρθόδοξον 
Κέντρον τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τήν ἐν 

Χαλκιδικῇ Ἱεράν Μονήν Ἁγίας Ἀναστασίας τῆς Φαρ-
μακολυτρίας, τήν Ὀρθόδοξον Ἀκαδημίαν Κρήτης. 

• ὅπως καθαγιάσωμεν κατά τήν προσεχῆ Ἁγί-
αν καί Μεγάλην Ἑβδομάδα νέαν ποσότητα Ἁγίου 
Μύρου, τῆς ἤδη ὑπαρχούσης ἐν τῷ Πατριαχικῷ 
Μυροφυλακίῳ ὁσονούπω ἐξαντλουμένης.

• ὅπως ἐνισχύσωμεν καί ἐκσυγχρονίσωμεν 
τάς ὑπηρεσίας τοῦ Πατριαρχείου, διά νά καταστῇ 
ἡ ἐργασία ὀλιγώτερον κοπιώδης καί περισσότερον 
ἀποδοτική. Ἡ εὐσέβεια καί ἡ φιλογένεια τῆς μεγά-
λης οἰκογενείας τῶν Ἀγγελοπούλων, μέ ἐπικεφαλῆς 
τόν Ἐντιμολογιώτατον Ἄρχοντα Μέγαν Λογοθέτην 
ἡμῶν κύριον Παναγιώτην Ἀγγελόπουλον, ἐχαρίσατο 
ἡμῖν «Ὀρθοδοξίας σεβάσμιον μέλαθρον», Πατριαρ-
χικόν Οἶκον ἄνετον καί εὐπρεπῆ, ἐν τῷ ὁποίῳ θά 
συνεχισθῇ ἀποτελεσματικώτερον ἡ διακονία τῆς 
Μεγάλης Ἐκκλησίας καί ἐκ τοῦ ὁποίου θά ἐκπο-
ρεύεται ἡ φωνή αὐτῆς, ἡ πλήρης στοργῆς καί παρη-
γορίας πρός τά ἁπανταχοῦ γῆς τέκνα αὐτῆς καί ἔτι 
εὐρύτερον. Είς τόν Μέγαν Εὐεργέτην ἡμῶν καί τούς 
προσφιλεῖς οἰκογενεῖς αὐτοῦ καί κατά τήν εὔσημον 
ταύτην στιγμήν ἐκφράζομεν τήν εὐαρέσκειαν καί 
τόν ἔπαινον τῆς Ἐκκλησίας καί τοῦ Γένους.

Ἀδελφοί, Πατέρες καί τέκνα ἐν Κυρίῳ,
«Ὁ Χριστός, ὁ τῆς οἰκουμένης ὅλης ἀληθῶς 

Πατράρχης, ᾧ ἐδόθη πᾶσα ἐξουσία ἐν οὐρανῷ καί 
ἐπί τῆς γῆς», κατά τό Πηδάλιον, ἐγείρει τούς Πατρι-
άρχας ἐν καιρῷ εὐθέτῳ καί ἀποστέλλει αὐτούς ὡς 
ὄργανα τῶν αἰωνίων αὐτοῦ βουλῶν, ὡς συνέβη καί 
μέ τούς Πατριάρχας τῆς Παλαιᾶς Διαθήκης. Ἐστι 
δέ Πατριάρχης, κατά τόν βασιλικόν ὁρισμόν «εἰκών 
ζῶσα Χριστοῦ καί ἔμψυχος, δι’ ἔργων καί λόγων 
ἐν ἑαυτῇ χαρακτηρίζουσα τήν ἀλήθειαν. Τέλος τῷ 
Πατριάρχῃ ἡ τῶν καταπεπιστευμένων αὐτῷ ψυχῶν 
σωτηρία, καί τό ζῆν μέν Χριστῷ, ἐσταυρῶσθαι δέ 
κόσμῳ. Ἴδιον δέ τοῦ Πατριάρχου, τό εἶναι διδακτι-
κόν, καί πρός πάντας τούς ὑψηλούς τε καί ταπεινούς 
ἀστενοχωρήτως συνεξισοῦσθαι».

Καί ἐάν ταῦτα ἀφοροῦν εἰς πάντα Πατριάρχην, 
τί λεκτέον περί τοῦ Πατριάρχου τῆς πόλεως ταύτης, 
τήν ὁποίαν Συμεών ὁ Θεσσαλονίκης χαρακτηρίζει 
τῆς τοῦ Χριστοῦ πίστεως  θεμέλιον πόλιν καί τῆς 
Ὀρθοδοξίας ἀκρόπολιν καί πόλιν τῶν πόλεων, τόν 
δέ θρόνον αὐτῆς πανευσεβῆ θεῖον θρόνον τῆς με-
γάλης ἱερωσύνης; 

Ἰδού διατί παρακαλοῦμεν καί δεόμεθα καί 
ἱκετεύομεν διά τάς προσευχάς πάντων ὑμῶν τῶν 
προφρόνως συνελθόντων εἰς τήν χαράν ταύτην 
πρός ἱκάνωσιν ἀπό Θεοῦ ἡμῶν τοῦ ἐλαχίστου, κα-
θώς εἰσερχόμεθα ἀπό τῆς στιγμῆς ταύτης εἰς τά ἅγια 
τῶν ἁγίων καί καθοσιούμεθα ὁλοτελεῖς τῷ Κυρίῳ 
καί τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, τῷ Σταυρῷ καί τῇ Ἐκκλησίᾳ.

Εὔξασθε πάντες ὑπέρ ἡμῶν, ὅσοι ἥκετε «ἐκ 
δυσμῶν καί βορρᾶ καί θαλάσσης καί ἐώας» ἵνα 
ἐγκαταστήσετε ἐπί τῆς ἱερᾶς ταύτης καθέδρας τοῦ 
Στάχυος ἕνα ἀκόμη εἰς τήν μακράν σειράν τῶν 
διαδόχων αὐτοῦ, εὔξασθε ὅπως πιστῶς καί θεαρέ-
στως διακονήσωμεν τῷ Κυρίῳ, τῇ Ἁγιωτάτῃ ταύτη 
Ἐκκλησίᾳ, τῇ ὑπ’ οὐρανόν Ὀρθοδοξίᾳ, εὔξασθε 
ὅπως στηρίξωμεν τό Γένος καί διαφυλάξωμεν τάς 
προνομίας τοῦ πανσέπτου τούτου Θρόνου καί τά 
δίκαια αὐτοῦ, ἅτινα «μεθ’ ἡδονῆς ὑπέγραψα», ὡς 
θά ἔλεγεν ὁ προκάτοχος ἡμῶν ἐπί τοῦ θρόνου τῆς 
Χαλκηδόνος Ἐλευθέριος ἐν τῇ Δ΄ Οἰκουμενικῇ Συ-
νόδῳ· εὔξασθε ὅπως γενώμεθα ἐν πᾶσιν ὄργανον 
τῶν βουλῶν τοῦ Θεοῦ εἰς ὑπηρεσίαν ἁπάσης τῆς 
ἀνθρωπότητος· εὔξασθε ὅπως ἡ Πατριαρχία ἡμῶν 
ἀποβῇ ἀκίνδυνος, ἀφθόνιος, ἐλπιδοφόρος καί ἀνε-
μπόδιστος, κατά τά ὀνόματα καί ταῖς πρεσβείαις 
τῶν σήμερον ὑπό τῆς Ἐκκλησίας τιμωμένων ἐκ 
Περσίας μαρτύρων· εὔξασθε ὅπως ὁ Κύριος στηρίζῃ 
τήν Ἐκκλησίαν καί κρατύνῃ τήν πίστιν καί εἰρηνεύῃ 
τόν κόσμον. 

Ἔχομεν βεβαίαν τήν ἐλπίδα ὅτι ἀπό τῶν οὐρα-
νίων θαλάμων θέλει συνοδεύει καί στηρίζει ἡμᾶς ἡ 
εὐχή τοῦ ἀειμνήστου Γέροντος ἡμῶν Μητροπολίτου 
Χαλκηδόνος κυροῦ Μελίτωνος, τοῦ πολλά καί πο-
λύτιμα προσενεγκόντος τῇ Μητρί Ἐκκλησίᾳ, ὡς καί 
ἐκείνη τοῦ ἀμέσου προκατόχου ἡμῶν ἀοιδίμου καί 
γλυκυτάτου Πατριάρχου Δημητρίου, τοῦ ἐνσαρκώ-
σαντος τήν ἄκραν τοῦ Χριστοῦ ταπείνωσιν, αὐτήν 
τήν ταπείνωσιν τήν ὁποίαν ἐκφράζει ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
αὕτη τῶν τοῦ Χριστοῦ πενήτων, καί ἀκόμη ἡ εὐχή 
τῶν σεβαστῶν καί πεφιλημένων ἡμῶν γονέων, διά 
τούς ὁποίους ηὐδόκησεν ὁ καλός Θεός νά ἴδουν 
τήν ἡμέραν ταύτην. 

Καί πάλιν καί πολλάκις, «δόξα τῷ Θεῷ πάντων 
ἕνεκα».

«Ὁ Θεός ἀγάπη ἐστί» ( Α΄Ἰωάν. 4,16)».
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Εγκύκλιος

Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος
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ἦτο ἀβέβαιο, καί τήν ἀποφασιστικότητα 
ὅταν τούς ζητήθηκε νά παραδοθοῦν σέ μιά 
μεγαλύτερη, ἀδίστακτη δύναμη. Ὅταν πολλοί 
ἄλλοι ὑπέκυπταν σέ ἀπατηλές ἰδεολογίες καί 
τυραννικά καθεστῶτα, οἱ ἡγέτες καί ὁ λαός 
τῆς Ἑλλᾶδος ἐπέλεξαν νά ἀντισταθοῦν καί 
νά δείξουν στήν ἀνθρωπότητα τήν ἀληθινή 
ποιότητα τοῦ ἡρωϊσμοῦ. 

Καθώς τιμοῦμε τήν ἡμέρα τοῦ «ΟΧΙ» 
στίς ἐνορίες καί κοινότητές μας, εἴθε νά προ-
σφέρουμε τήν ἀξία αὐτῆς τῆς μαρτυρίας στό 
σύγχρονο κόσμο μας. Εἴθε ἡ ἀπότιση τιμῆς 
τῆς δυναμικῆς αὐτῆς στάσεως νά ἀποβῇ γενε-
σιουργός αἰτία ἐμπνεύσεως προερχομένη ἀπό 
τήν κληρονομιά μας καί τήν ἀγάπη μας γιά 
τά ἰδανικά τῆς ἐλευθερίας, τοῦ θάρρους, τῆς 
ἀνδρείας καί ὅλων τῶν εὐγενῶν καί ἀληθινῶν 
ἰδεωδῶν. Στήν ἀντιμετώπιση ἀπατηλῶν ἰδεο-
λογιῶν καί δυνάμεων οἱ ὁποῖες βεβηλώνουν 
καί καταστρέφουν τή ζωή, προσεύχομαι νά 
μᾶς ἀξιώσῃ ὁ Θεός νά ὁδηγήσουμε ἄλλους 
στό νά ἐκτιμήσουν τό ἱστορικό τῆς Ἡμέρας 
τοῦ «ΟΧΙ», ἐνῶ θά ὑπηρετοῦμε τόν Θεό τῆς 
ἐλευθερίας, τῆς δικαιοσύνης καί τῆς ἀγάπης 
ὄχι μόνο  τήν ἡμέρα αὐτή ἀλλά καί κάθε ἡμέρα 
τῆς ζωῆς μας. 

28 Ὀκτωβρίου
 Ἡμέρα τοῦ ΟΧΙ

Aνακοινωθέν
Ιεράς Επαρχιακής 

Συνόδου
ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Ἡ Ἱερά Ἐπαρχιακή 

Σύνοδος τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμε-
ρικῆς συνῆλθεν εἰς τήν τακτικήν συνεδρίαν 
αὐτῆς εἰς τήν αἴθουσαν τῆς Συνόδου τῆς 
Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς ἐν Νέᾳ Ὑόρκῃ τήν 
12ην καί 13ην Ὀκτωβρίου ὑπό τήν προεδρί-
αν τοῦ Σεβασμιωτάτου Ἀρχιεπισκόπου 
Δημητρίου Γέροντος Ἀμερικῆς καί τήν 
συμμετοχήν ἁπάντων τῶν Μελῶν αὐτῆς.

Ἡ Σύνοδος συνεζήτησε ἐκτενῶς με-
ταξύ ἄλλων καί τά ἑξῆς θέματα:

1. Συνεζήτησε λειτουργικά θέματα 
ἀφορῶντα α) εἰς τήν ἐφαρμογήν τῆς 
ἐκδόσεως τοῦ ἐγκεκριμένου ὑπό τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου κειμένου τῆς 
Θείας Λειτουργίας τοῦ Ἁγίου Ἰωάννου 
τοῦ Χρυσοστόμου ὑπό τῶν Ἱερέων, Ἱερο-
ψαλτῶν καί χορωδιῶν,  και β) ὡς ἐπίσης καί 
τήν συνέχισιν μεταφράσεων λειτουργικῶν 
κειμένων ὅπως τῆς Ἱερᾶς Προθέσεως, τοῦ 
Ἑσπερινοῦ καί τοῦ Ὄρθρου κλπ.

2. Συμφώνως πρός τούς κανονισμούς 
τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς, ἡ Ἱερά Σύνοδος 
ἀνεθεώρησε τόν κατάλογον ὑποψηφίων 
πρός Ἀρχιερατείαν κληρικῶν, ὁ ὁποῖος θά 
ἀποσταλῇ πρός ἔγκρισιν εἰς τό Οἰκουμε-
νικόν Πατριαρχεῖον.

3. Καθώρισε τό πρωτόκολλον ἀπο-
νομῆς ὀφφικίων πρός τούς ἱερεῖς οἱ ὁποῖοι 
ὑπηρετοῦν εἰς τάς Ἐνόπλους Δυνάμεις. 
Κατ’αὐτό, τά ὀφφίκια ἀπονέμονται ἀπό τόν 
Ἀρχιεπίσκοπον Ἀμερικῆς τῇ εἰσηγήσει τοῦ 
Συντονιστοῦ διά τάς Ἐνόπλους Δυνάμεις 
(Military Ordinary), ἐν τοιαύτῃ περιπτώσει 
τοῦ Σεβασμιωτάτου Μητροπολίτου Ντέν-
βερ κ. Ἠσαΐα.

4. Συνεζήτησε θέματα ἀναφερόμενα 
εἰς τήν ζωήν καί δρᾶσιν τῶν ἐνοριῶν μέ 
ἔμφασιν εἰς θέματα διοικητικά, οἰκονομικά 
καί νομικά.

5. Ἐγένετο ἐκτενής συζήτησις προ-
σεγγίσεως τῶν μή ἐκκλησιαζομένων 
Χριστιανῶν Ὀρθοδόξων καί ἐξευρέσεως 
τρόπων διά τήν ἐνεργόν συμμετοχήν των 
εἰς τήν ζωήν τῆς Ἐκκλησίας. Ἐπί πλέον ἀπε-
φασίσθη ὅπως ἐνταθοῦν αἱ προσπάθειαι 
προσεγγίσεως Ὀρθοδόξων φοιτητῶν εἰς 
Πανεπιστήμια διά τήν συμμετοχήν των εἰς 
τά κατά τόπους Ὀρθοδόξους Φοιτητικάς 
Συγκεντρώσεις (O.C.F.)

6. Τήν Σύνοδον ἀπησχόλησαν ἐπίσης 
ἐκπαιδευτικά θέματα ὅπως ἡ κατάρτισις 
ὑποψηφίων κληρικῶν ὡς καί ἐνοριακῶν 
στελεχῶν.

7. Ἀνεφέρθησαν ἀκόμη αἱ ἀποφάσεις 
τῆς Ἁγίας καί Μεγάλης Συνόδου καί ὁ 
τρόπος ἐνημερώσεως τόσον τῶν κληρικῶν 
ὅσον καί τῶν λαϊκῶν. Ἐσημειώθη ὅτι κατά 
τήν διάρκειαν τῆς 43ης Κληρικολαϊκῆς 
Συνελεύσεως, τόν παρελθόντα Ἰούλιον, οἱ 
τέσσαρες Ἀρχιερεῖς σύν τῷ Σεβασμιωτάτῳ 
Ἀρχιεπισκόπῳ ἐκ τῆς Ἱ. Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
Ἀμερικῆς, οἱ ὁποῖοι συμμετέσχον εἰς τήν 
Ἁγίαν καί Μεγάλην Σύνοδον ἐπαρουσί-
ασαν λίαν ἐπιτυχῶς διαφόρους πλευράς 
αὐτῆς εἰς τούς ἐκπροσώπους τῶν ἐνοριῶν.

8. Τήν προτεραίαν τῆς ἐνάρξεως τῶν 
ἐργασιῶν τῆς Ἱ. Συνόδου, τά Μέλη αὐτῆς 
ἐπεξειργάσθησαν κείμενον ἐσωτερικῶν 
κανονισμῶν διά τάς Ἱεράς Μονάς.

Μετά τήν περάτωσιν τῶν ἐργασιῶν 
τῆς Συνόδου, τά Μέλη αὐτῆς προήδρευσαν 
τῶν Ἐπιτροπῶν τοῦ Ἀρχιεπισκοπικοῦ Συμ-
βουλίου καί συμμετέσχον εἰς τάς ἐργασίας 
τῆς ὁλομελείας αὐτοῦ.

Γραφεῖο Ἱερᾶς Ἐπαρχιακῆς Συνόδου

ΑΡΘΡΟ ΣΤΟΝ ΟΡΘΟΔΟΞΟ ΠΑΡΑΤΗΡΗΤΗ ΕΠΙ 
ΤΗ 25Η ΕΠΕΤΕΙΩ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΙΚΗΣ ΔΙΑΚΟΝΙΑΣ

Ως συνέπεια, η Οικουμενική Ορθόδοξος 
Εκκλησία έχει οργανωτικώς και διοικητικώς 
διευρυνθεί και μετεξελιχθεί από αυτό που 
ήταν τριάντα χρόνια πριν. Αυτό είναι απο-
τέλεσμα της Ορθοδόξου συνειδήσεως, της 
εκκλησιολογικής ευαισθησίας και της προτε-
ραιότητος την οποία απέδωσε ο Πατριάρχης 
σε θέματα κανονικής τάξεως και παγκοσμίου 
μαρτυρίας της Ορθοδοξίας ως επιτακτική 
ανάγκη της διακονίας του. 

Υπ’  αυτό το πνεύμα, ο Παναγιώτατος 
είναι εκείνος στον οποίον οφείλεται μία 
ακόμη σημαντική πρωτοβουλία, η οποία είναι 
η ανάπτυξη ισχυρών σχέσεων μεταξύ όλων 
των Ορθοδόξων Αυτοκεφάλων Εκκλησιών. 
Η προτεραιότητα αυτή του Πατριάρχου ήτο 
έκδηλη στον ενθρονιστήριο λόγο του. Είπε: 
Ηνωμένοι εν τη κοινή ταύτη πίστει και τω 
κοινώ Ποτηρίω και τη την πίστιν ενεργούση 
αγάπη τείνομεν χείρα κοινωνίας τοις σεβα-
σμίοις συναδέλφοις ημών Προκαθημένοις 
και υποσχόμεθα ότι εν συλλογική μετ’ αυτών 
ευθύνη θα δώσωμεν την μαρτυρίαν ημών 
εν μέσω ενός κόσμου διηρημένου αλλά και 
επιποθούντος την ενότητα και την καταλ-
λαγήν όσον ίσως ουδέποτε άλλοτε εν τη 
ιστορία του. 

Κατά την διάρκεια των 25 ετών της 
θητείας του έχουν λάβει χώρα πολλές περι-
στασιακές συνάξεις στις οποίες συνεκάλεσε 
τους Προκαθημένους των Αυτοκεφάλων Ορ-
θοδόξων Εκκλησιών για την αντιμετώπιση 
επειγόντων διοικητικών θεμάτων.  

Η αποφασιστικότητα και βαθυστόχαστη 
πρωτοβουλία του Πατριάρχου να συγκα-
λέσει την Αγία και Μεγάλη Σύνοδο των 
Ορθοδόξων Εκκλησιών, συμφώνως προς την 
απόφαση της Πανορθοδόξου Συσκέψεως 

η οποία είχε γίνει στην Ρόδο το έτος 1961, 
υπήρξε η πιο ουσιαστική ενέργειά του επί του 
θέματος της προωθήσεως της διορθοδόξου 
συνεργασίας. Χρειάσθηκε να προηγηθούν 
αρκετές Συνάξεις των Προκαθημένων των 
Ορθοδόξων Αυτοκεφάλων Εκκλησιών όπως  
αυτές της Κωνσταντινουπόλεως (2008, 2014) 
και του Σαμπεζύ, Ελβετία, εφέτος, προκειμέ-
νου να οριστικοποιηθή η σύγκληση της Αγίας 
και Μεγάλης Συνόδου.   

Αποκορύφωμα αυτών των όντως απο-
στολικών προσπαθειών υπήρξε, όπως γνωρί-
ζουμε, η Αγία και Μεγάλη Σύνοδος της Ορ-
θοδόξου Εκκλησίας η οποία συνεκλήθη τον 
περασμένο Ιούνιο στην Κρήτη, εν πνεύματι 
αγάπης, ενότητος και αμοιβαίου σεβασμού. 
Γνωρίζουμε ότι ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης 
μας συνεχίζει να επαγρυπνή και να μη συμ-
βιβάζεται στην προσπάθειά του να σφυρη-
λατήση μια συμπαγή ενότητα μεταξύ όλων 
των Αυτοκεφάλων Ορθοδόξων Εκκλησιών.   

Υπάρχει και μια τρίτη σημαντική πρωτο-
βουλία την οποία προώθησε ο Οικουμενι-κός 
Πατριάρχης μας, η οποία σχετίζεται με την 
προαγωγή του διαλόγου μεταξύ της Ορθοδό-
ξου Εκκλησίας μας και της Ρωμαιοκαθολικής 
Εκκλησίας καθώς και ορισμένων Διαμαρτυ-
ρομένων Εκκλησιών και επίσης ορισμένων 
εκ των λεγομένων Ανατολικών Ορθοδόξων 
Εκκλησιών. Ομιλών περί του θέματος αυτού, 
ο Πατριάρχης είπε: Το Οικουμενικόν Πατρι-
αρχείον υποστηρίζει ενθέρμως τας ειλικρι-
νείς προσπαθείας αι οποίαι καταβάλλονται 
μεταξύ Χριστιανών διά την υπερνίκησιν της 
εχθρότητος και των παρανοήσεων. Το Πατρι-
αρχείον εκάλεσε τις εκκλησίες να εξέλθουν 
της απομονώσεώς των και να εισέλθουν εις 
διάλογον διά την επίτευξιν καταλλαγής και 
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σοφικῆς Σχολῆς τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Κρήτης, τοῦ 
City University τοῦ Λονδίνου, τοῦ τμήματος 
Περιβάλλοντος τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Αἰγαίου 
(Λέσβος), τοῦ Καθολικοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Leuven 
Βελγίου, τοῦ Ὀρθοδόξου Θεολογικοῦ Ἰνστιτού-
του Ἁγίου Σεργίου Παρισίων, τῆς Σχολῆς Κανο-
νικοῦ Δικαίου τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Aix-en-
Provence (Γαλλία), τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου τοῦ 
Ἐδιμβούργου, τῆς Θεολογικῆς Σχολῆς Τιμίου 
Σταυροῦ Βοστώνης, τοῦ ἐν Νέᾳ Ὑόρκη Θεολο-
γικοῦ Ἰνστιτούτου Ἁγίου Βλαδιμήρου, τῆς Θεο-
λογικῆς Σχολῆς Ἰασίου, πέντε τμημάτων τοῦ 
Πανεπιστημίου Θεσσαλονίκης, τῶν ἐν Ἀμερικὴ 
Πανεπιστημίων Georgetown, Tuft, Southern 
Methodist, τοῦ Δημοκριτείου Πανεπιστημίου 
Ξανθῆς, τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Yale, τοῦ Τμήματος 
Ἱστορίας - Ἀρχαιολογίας τῆς Φιλοσοφικῆς 
Σχολῆς τοῦ Πανεπιστημίου Ἰωαννίνων, κ.ἄ.

Ἀμέσως μετὰ τὴν χάριτι θείᾳ ἀνάρρησιν 
Αὐτοῦ εἰς τὸν Οἰκουμενικὸν Θρόνον ἤρξατο τοῦ 
ἔργου Αὐτοῦ κατὰ τάς ἐξαγγελίας Αὐτοῦ εἰς τάς 
προγραμματικὰς δηλώσεις καὶ εἰς τὸν Ἐνθρονι-
στήριον λόγον του. Οὕτω, πρὸς προώθησιν τῆς 
πανορθοδόξου ἑνότητος καὶ συνεργασίας, συ-
νεκάλεσεν εἰς τὸ Φανάριον τοὺς ἀδελφοὺς Αὐτοῦ 
Προκαθημένους τῶν κατὰ τόπους Ὀρθοδόξων 
Ἐκκλησιῶν καὶ ἅπαντες ὁμοῦ ἐξαπέλυσαν Μή-
νυμα πρὸς τὴν Ἐκκλησίαν καὶ τὸν κόσμον, χα-
ρακτηρισθὲν ὡς ἡ ἑνιαία φωνὴ τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας. 
Παρόμοιαι Συνάξεις ἔγιναν καὶ τὸ 1995 ἐν Πά-
τμω, τὸν Ἰανουάριον 2000 ἐν Ἱεροσολύμοις καὶ 
τὸν Δεκέμβριον του ἰδίου ἔτους ἐν Πόλει καὶ 
Νικαίᾳ.  Ὡς νέος Πατριάρχης ἐπεσκέφθη ἐθιμο-
τυπικῶς τὸν Πρόεδρον τῆς Δημοκρατίας καὶ τάς 
Κυβερνητικὰς ἀρχὰς ἐν Ἀγκύρᾳ καὶ ἔθεσεν ὑπ’ 
ὄψιν αὐτῶν τὰ ἀπασχολοῦντα τὸ Οἰκουμενικὸν 
Πατριαρχεῖον καὶ τὴν περὶ αὐτὸ ἐν Τουρκίᾳ 
Ὁμογένειαν προβλήματα, μὲ πρῶτον τὸ τῆς 
ἐπαναλειτουργίας τῆς ἐν Χάλκῃ Ἱερᾶς Θεολο-
γικῆς Σχολῆς.

Μικρό βιογραφικό
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την αποκατάστασιν της ορατής ενότητος. 
Για να υπάρξουν θετικά εν προκειμένω 

αποτελέσματα, ο Πατριάρχης μας ενίσχυσε 
τους υφισταμένους διαλόγους μεταξύ Ορ-
θοδόξων και μη Ορθοδόξων Χριστιανών. 
Επιπλέον, είχε την ευκαιρία και πρωτοβουλία 
να συναντήση επανειλημμένως τον Πάπα 
Ιωάννη Παύλο Β΄, τον Πάπα Βενέδικτο 16ο, 
και τον Πάπα Φραγκίσκο. 

Ένα χαρακτηριστικό του θετικού απο-
τελέσματος αυτών των διαλόγων είναι ότι 
οδήγησαν σε συνεργασία μεταξύ Ορθοδόξων 
και μη Ορθοδόξων Χριστιανικών εκκλησιών 
στην καταπολέμηση της φτώχειας, της βίας 
και των παραγόντων οι οποίοι καταστρέφουν 
την ιερότητα της οικογενείας. 

Μια προέκταση αυτού του πνεύματος 
της συνεργασίας ισχυρών ανθρωπίνων 
μέσων για την επίτευξη σημαντικών κοινω-
νικών αποτελεσμάτων είναι η πρωτοβουλία 
του Πατριάρχου μας να εγκαθιδρύσει δια-
λόγους μεταξύ ομάδων ή ακόμη και εθνών 
τα οποία διαφέρουν στον πολιτισμό, στην 
κοινωνική δομή καθώς και στις πολιτικές και 
οικονομικές συνθήκες. Θεωρεί σημαντική 
την πολύτιμη ευκαιρία την οποία μας χαρίζει 
ο Θεός να υπερνικούμε διαχωρισμούς και 
να επιφέρουμε ειρήνη και καταλλαγή στην 
ανθρώπινη οικογένεια. 

Επιπλέον, πιστεύει ότι η Εκκλησία 
πρέπει να αποκαλύπτει την δυνατότητα της 
Ορθοδόξου Πίστεως και Παραδόσεως στην 
προσπάθεια επιλύσεως των προβλημάτων 
της εποχής μας. Γι’ αυτόν τον συγκεκριμένο 
σκοπό, επισκέφθηκε προσωπικώς πολλές 
χώρες και μεταξύ αυτών και χώρες όπου 
επισκέψεις από οιονδήποτε ξένο θα ήταν 
αδύνατες. 

Η πέμπτη σημαντική πρωτοβουλία του 
Παναγιωτάτου είναι το μνημειώδες έργο το 
οποίο έχει επιτελέσει εν σχέσει 

προς το περιβάλλον 
και την προστασία 

του. Πιστεύει στην 
κ ι ν η τ ο π ο ί η σ η 

των ηθικών και 
πνευματικών 

μέσων όλου του 
ανθρω-πίνου γέ-
νους ώστε να απο-
κατασταθή η αρ-
μονία μεταξύ της 
α ν θ ρ ω π ό τ ητο ς 
και της φύσεως. 
Θεωρεί την Ορ-
θόδοξο Εκκλησία 
δύναμη κοινωνι-
κής και θεσμικής 
κινητο-ποιήσεως 
επί πολλών επιπέ-
δων και έχει δια-
δραματίσει αυτόν 
τον καταλυτικό 
ρόλο όχι απλώς 
για να προβαίνει 
σε σοβαρές ανα-
κοινώσεις επί του 
θέματος αλλά για 
να συνεχίζη αδι-
ακόπτως το έργο 
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της ευαισθητοποιήσεως και της παραγωγής 
δράσεως μέσω μηχανισμών όπως είναι τα 
Διεθνή Συμπόσια μεταξύ επιστημόνων και 
θεολόγων σε τόπους όπου υδάτινες περιο-
χές έχουν υποστεί σοβαρή ζημία (Εύξεινος 
Πόντος, Αδριατικό Πέλαγος, Δούναβις 
Ποτανός, Βαλτική Θάλασσα, Γροιλανδία, 
Αμαζόνιος Ποταμός και Μισσισσιπής Ποτα-
μός και Νέα Ορλεάνη). 

Η συνέπεια, διάρκεια και ποιότητα 
αυτού του συγκεκριμένου έργου του για το 
περιβάλλον είχε μεγάλο αντίκτυπο σε πολλές 
περιοχές και έγινε αιτία να αναγνω-ρισθή ως 
ένας εκ των σπουδαιοτέρων ηγετών 
της υφηλίου στον αγώνα για την 
προστασία του περιβάλλοντος. 

Οι ανωτέρω αναφερόμενες 
πέντε ευρείες πρωτοβουλίες δεν 
είναι οι μοναδικές στο συνεχώς δι-
ευρυνόμενο ημερήσιο πρόγραμμα 
του Πατριάρχου. Ακόμη και αυτές 
αποτελούνται από μεγάλο αριθμό 
επί μέρους πρωτοβουλιών. Αυτή 
η θαυμάσια δραστηριότητα του 
Πατριάρχου μας λαμβάνει χώρα 
υπό τις γνωστές αρνητικές και 
περιοριστικές συνθήκες υπό τις 
οποίες λειτουργεί. 

Επί πλέον, ο Παναγιώτατος 
δεν έχει το πολυάριθμο προσωπι-
κό ή την οικονομική στήριξη την 
οποία έχουν στη διάθεσή τους αρ-
κετές μη Ορθόδοξες Εκκλησίες. Δεν 
θα πρέπει να ξεχάσουμε να αναφέρουμε ότι 
παρά τις ασυνήθως μακρές και πολυσύνθετες 
δραστηριότητές του, ο Πατριάρχης δαπανά 
χρόνο για να επικοινωνή κατά τον καλύτερο 
ποιμαντικό τρόπο με πολλούς ανθρώπους, 
παρακολουθών προσωπικώς τις καταστά-
σεις της ζωής των, τις οικογένειές των και 
την πνευματική εξέλιξή των ενώ παραμένει 
πάντοτε ενήμερος και ευαισθητοποιημένος 
ως προς τις ανάγκες των πιστών. 

Ο Οικουμενικός Πατριάρχης είναι διά-
κονος του Θεού σε κατάσταση αποστολής. 
Είναι πιστός μιμητής του παραδείγματος του 
Κυρίου ο Οποίος είπε: εγώ δε ειμι  εν 
μέσω υμών ως ο δια- κονών (Λουκ. 
22:27). Αποτελεί ηγετι- κή μορφή διά 
της διακονίας και της υπηρεσίας του 
στον Χριστό, τον Αρχη- γόν και Τελει-
ωτήν της Πίστεως υμών (Εβρ. 
12:2), ερ- γ α ζ ό μ ε ν ο ς 

αδιακόπτως 
για να με-
ταφέρη σε 

όλα τα μήκη 
και πλάτη της 
γης την ανα-
καινιστική και 

θεραπευ- τική δύναμη 
του Ευαγγελίου. 

Η δικαίως και ευλαβώς εορταζομένη 
επέτειος των 25 ετών Πατριαρχικής διακο-
νίας αποτελεί ορόσημο στην ιστορία της 
συγχρόνου Ορθοδοξίας. 

Ο Παναγιώτατος με τρόπο πειστικό 
έχει συμβάλει τα μέγιστα στην ανάδειξη της 

διαχρονικώς οικουμενικής και όντως παγκο-
σμίου φύσεως και αποστολής της Ορθοδόξου 
Εκκλησίας.  

Εορτάζουμε εν πνεύματι ακραιφνώς 
ειλικρινούς και βαθείας ευγνωμοσύνης στον 
Θεό για τον Πατριάρχη μας. Αλλά, ταυτο-
χρόνως, χαιρετίζουμε αυτό τον εορτασμό 
ως σημαντικό σημείο εκκινήσεως μιας νέας 
φάσεως αποστολικής διακονίας. 

Με την εξαιρετική προσωπικότητά του 
και την οξεία νοημοσύνη του, την θαυμαστή 
εμπειρία του, την αποστολική νοοτροπία του 
και το θεόσδοτο δώρο του της  πρωτοβουλι-
ών και δημιουργικότητος, είμεθα βέβαιοι ότι 
ο Πατριάρχης μας στα χρόνια που ακολου-
θούν θα προσφέρει με τη βοήθεια του Θεού 
και διά της χάριτός Του νέα πεδία δράσεως, 
νέες οδούς προς υψηλοτέρους στόχους, 

πάντοτε προς δόξαν του Αγίου 
Ονόματός Του. 

Εκ μέσης καρδίας αναφωνού-
με, Άξιος! και προσθέτουμε, Εις 
Πολλά Έτη Δέσποτα!
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Archbishop Demetrios recently issued 
an encyclical on behalf of the Holy Eparchial 
Synod commemorating the eighth obser-
vance of National Leadership 100 Sunday 
on Oct. 23, the actual feast day of St. Iako-
vos. It was designated in 2009 in honor of 
Archbishop Iakovos, founder of Leadership 
100, to be observed on the Sunday nearest 
the feast day. 

Leadership 100 Trustees coordinate 
with parish priests to develop awareness of 
the support for the critical ministries of the 
Archdiocese and for all Metropolises minis-
tries. Leadership 100 Chairman George S. 
Tsandikos named Theodore K. Zampetis 
of Bloomfield Hills, Mich., a Leadership 
100 Executive Committee member, as 
2016 chairman for the observance. 

He serves in that role for the fifth con-
secutive year. Zampetis also serves as chair-
man of the National Membership Commit-
tee. “National Leadership 100 Sunday con-
tinues to be a national day of recognition 
for the role of Leadership 100 in our Church 
and our Community, generating support 

THEODORE ZAMPETIS

8th National Leadership 100 
Sunday Observation

attracting new 
members from 
across the coun-
try,” Tsandikos 
said.

Leadership 
100 has now 
reached a mile-
stone of 1,000 
members from 
a broad spec-
trum of Greek 
Orthodox lead-
ers, men and 
women of all 
ages from every 
field of endeavor, including young profes-
sionals.  

Over the 32 years since its founding, 
Leadership 100 has distributed close to $46 
million in grants to support the National 
Ministries and institutions of the Archdio-
cese and the Metropolises, advancing Or-
thodoxy and Hellenism and meeting human 
need in the nation and around the world.

For over 20 years, the Department 
of Internet Ministries has been providing 
Orthodox Parishes with both free and paid 
tools as well resources for spreading the 
Word of the Gospel to the faithful across 
the globe.

The Department has announced a 
new, vital service to assist parishes. Online 
Maintenance Solutions (OMS) is a pre-
mium service for Parishes and Orthodox 
organizations who need assistance in cul-
tivating and tending to their online pres-
ence in a timely and professional manner.

In an age where it seems there is a 
never-ending stream of new online tech-
nologies at our fingertips that can be used 
for digital ministry, it can be daunting to 
try to keep up with all of it.

Some parishes are blessed with a paid 
staff member or a team of volunteers with 
the necessary skills to stay ahead of the 
curve, but the majority of parishes fall 
behind or are only able to handle the bare 
minimum of updates. This is where the 

Internet Ministries Offers Parishes
Premium Service for Online Maintenance

Department Ministries can help.
Through the Online Maintenance 

Solutions service, staff of the Department 
of Internet Ministries will be on retainer 
for a set number of hours per month to 
assist you in directly maintaining and 
building up your web presence. The ser-
vices provided include, but are not limited 
to, website and social media updates, 
newsletter and email campaign creation, 
statistics and reports, as well as consulta-
tion on best practices and strategies for 
online engagement. 

Three different plans are offered 
ranging from $85 to $420 per month. In 
addition, custom web development and 
event campaigns are offered to meet more 
particular needs of your parish. For more 
information or to get started, contact the 
Department of Internet Ministries of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
today at 646.519.6690 or internet@go-
arch.org.  You may also learn more online 
at http://internet.goarch.org/oms .

CLER GY UPDATE
Ordinations to the Diaconate

Vrame, Anthony – Archbishop Demetrios 
of America – Holy Cross Chapel, Brook-
line, MA 09/14/16

Ordinations to the Priesthood
Dn. George Parsenios – Metropolitan 
Evangelos of New Jersey – St. Thomas 
Church, Cherry Hill, NJ 05/08/16
Dn. Lucas Christensen – Metropoli-
tan Nicholas of Detroit – Holy Trinity 
Church, Carmel, IN 09/18/16
Dn. Patrick Scott O’Rourke – Archbishop 
Demetrios of America – Holy Trinity 
Church, New Rochelle, NY 09/18/16

Assignments
Fr. George Parsenios – St. Demetrios 
Church, Perth Amboy, NJ 06/19/16
Fr. Dionysios Koulianos – St. Catherine 
Church, Braintree, MA 10/01/16

Offikia
Fr. Peter Sarolas – Office of Confessor, 
bestowed by Bishop Demetrios of Mokis-
sos 02/02/14

Releases
Dn. Drew Maxwell – September 12, 2016 
(to the Orthodox Church in America)

Returned to status of layman
Codis, Fr. John 08/29/16
Ehrs, Fr. Ephraim 08/29/16
Gounaris, Fr. Anastasios 08/29/16

Vicariate for Palestinian/Jordanian 
Christian Orthodox Communities 

in America 
under the Omophorion 

of Archbishop Demetrios

Elevation to Archdeacon
Dn. Lazarus Adams – Bishop Andonios of 
Phasiane – St. Lawrence Church, Felton, 
CA 08/21/16

Offikia
Fr. Romanos Khoury – Office of Econo-
mos, bestowed by Bishop Andonios of 
Phasiane 08/19/16

GEORGE S. COUMANTAROS
NEW YORK  – The Archdiocese mourns 

the passing of George S. Coumantaros, an 
internationally renowned businessman 
and veteran ocean racer, an Archon of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, philanthropist and 
great benefactor of the Church, who passed 
away peacefully in Athens, Greece on Oct. 
17. He was 94 years of age.

“Throughout his life, George Cou-
mantaros had demonstrated a generosity 
of heart and sensitivity of spirit that were 
reflective of his deep faith and his under-
standing of the words from the Scripture, I 
will show you my faith by my works (James 
2:18),” said Archbishop Demetrios, upon 
learning of his passing. The Archbishop, 

reflecting on the life of offering of George 
Coumantaros, added: “Eternal be the 
memory of this truly noble Christian whose 
depth and scope of the philanthropic ethos 
was as vast as the sea he commanded at 
the helm of his global maritime and busi-
ness enterprise. He excelled in his role as 
an Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
Founding Member of FAITH Endowment, 
exemplary benefactor of Saint Nicholas 
National Shrine, and valued supporter of 
local, national and global initiatives in sup-
port of Hellenes, and the advancement of 
Orthodoxy and Hellenism.”

He is survived by Sophie, his wife of 63 
years, his children Flora and Yannis, Chris-
tina, John and Elena, and Eugenie, as well as 
14 grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Corrections
In the September issue, the correct name for Fr. Gilbert is Fr. J. Matthew 

Gilbert. He married Denise Bruscas in Phoenix. His priesthood ordination was 
at the Holy Cross Chapel in Brookline, Mass., by Bishop Gerasimos of Abydos. 
Christina Kakis husband’s name, Stephen, was not included in the list of survivors. 
Assisting Archbishop Demetrios at the funeral with Bishop Apostolos of Medeia. 

T o  d o n a t e 
to the St. Nicholas National Shrine, make checks payable to: 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e
M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s : 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  A m e r i c a , 
8  E a s t  7 9 t h S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  1 0 0 7 5 

 www.s tn i cho laswtc .org
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The Orthodox Software Initiative is 
an Archdiocese ministry and a National 
Finance Committee subcommittee.

Spanning the parish to the Archdioc-
esan levels, a three-tier system will enable 
parish and ministry management, tri-direc-
tional communication, more consistent and 
accurate reporting, financial tracking, and 
other key objectives.

An initial team of volunteers was 
established from across the country with 
expertise in project management, com-
munications, systems analysis, technology, 
finance, clergy and sacramental areas.

Repeated throughout the country, it 
became apparent to the team that a unified, 
consistent approach was needed and, over 
the last two years, significant progress has 
been made in  ministry offerings.

A new version and several updates 
of the Ledger module is being rolled out 
throughout the country. Included in the 
current Church Office version among many 
other items, is financial tracking and report-
ing, ministry, sacramental details, commu-
nications tools, ministering, social media, 
blog, and other platforms to aid each parish 
in ministering to her people, reaching out 
to children who may be away at school, and 
relationships functionality. It also supports 
key information tracking for clergy, Sunday 
and Greek school teachers, staff, and other 
key contributors and enables online regis-
tration of parishioner information.

Church Office regional seminars and 
training have taken place in several areas, 
including in Boca Raton, Fla.; Sioux City, 
Iowa; Atlanta, Brookville, N.Y.; Denver, 
three locations in Boston, Canton, Ohio; Ft. 
Worth, Texas; Seattle, Pittsburgh, Norwalk, 
Conn.; Baltimore, New York, Canonsburg, 
Pa.; Washington, Minneapolis and Chicago.

Other training sessions are being 
planned, and requests are welcome to 

conduct regional training throughout the 
country. Workshops have also taken place at 
various Metropolis Clergy Laity assemblies.

Bi-weekly and other semiregular 
sessions have begun with a few parishes 
interested in maximizing these programs 
within their parishes.

A Leadership 100 grant further makes 
possible development of program offerings, 
support of smaller churches, and provision 
of computers to parishes unable to provide 
their own. It will provides ongoing support 
for an additional year of the software for 
struggling parishes.

Church Office and Ledger modules 
rollouts continue, as does the implemen-
tation of additional modules helpful to 
parishes not yet part of the Archdiocesan 
offering, including Payroll and Facilities 
Scheduler.

 Metropolis level software also was 
begun. In addition to the purchase of the 
software modules, the Archdiocese pays 
for support and upgrades for an additional 
year, the Direct Archdiocesan District is 
supporting an additional two years and 
the Pittsburgh Metropolis is supporting an 
additional five years.

Our selection as the Client–of–the–
Month in the partnership between Vanco 
and Parish Data System enabled several par-
ishes to use online giving at a significantly 
reduced rate for three months.

Online giving is a clear benefit to the 
parish. It enhances a parish’s ability to 
accept stewardship, building fund, and 
other types of payments, helping to man-
age pledge information, and, grants a pa-
rishioner greater flexibility in methods of 
supporting a parish.

More information, E-mail Effie Marie 
Smith, Sr. Manager, Orthodox Software 
Initiative EMSmith@goarch.org 

You are the Voice 
of Christ in 

a Changing World.

‘As the Father has sent 
Me; so I send you.’
                               John 20:21

Editor’s note: Summaries of the highlights of reports presented at the 2016 Clergy- 
Laity Congress continue in this issue, with the ministries of Orthodox Software, GOTelecom 
and Internet Ministries featured.

Orthodox Software Initiative

The Archdiocese Department of Regis-
try maintains a variety of records pertaining 
to the life and activities of the faithful.

These records are often used to issue 
transcripts for those who have lost original 
certificates (which are now needed for legal 
or ecclesiastical purposes). The Department 
also issues ecclesiastical licenses to marry, 
divorce decrees (following a Spiritual Court 
hearing), baptismal and chrismation certifi-
cates (for use by the priests), and forms for 
reporting deaths and funerals. Below is an 
overview of how some of these responsibili-
ties are handled.

Parish Level
All records of baptisms, chrismations, 

weddings, divorces and funerals are main-
tained in the parish registry books. The 
local parish priest relying on the informa-
tion recorded in his parish’s registry books 
issues transcripts upon receiving a request 
from the individual involved. The priest 
who prepares these transcripts signs these 
documents. His hierarch then validates the 
authenticity of the priest’s signature. These 
transcripts can be used as needed and serve 
the same function as those original certifi-
cates issued at the time of the Sacrament.

In the case of a Church Divorce Decree, 
the original, as issued, must be submitted 
when applying for an ecclesiastical mar-
riage license and is the only time it is sur-
rendered. Official copies may be used for 
legal purposes. 

Metropolis Level
As of Sept. 1, 1979, each metropolis 

(then known as a diocese) established a 
Registry Department, which processes mar-
riage license requests, issues ecclesiastical 
licenses to marry, and maintains copies 
of the records for baptisms, chrismations, 
marriages, and funerals, as the parish priests 
submit them following the celebration of 
the various sacraments.

The metropolis registry departments 
also maintain the petitions for divorces, the 
minutes of the Spiritual Court hearings that 
pertain to divorce petitions and copies of 
the divorce decrees issued. The Metropolis 
registry departments also issue to the priests 
certificates signed by the Metropolitan for 
baptisms and chrismations. (Prior to Sept. 

Department of Registry

Internet Ministry & Technology

1, 1979, the Archdiocese Department of 
Registry performed these functions for all 
parishes of the entire Archdiocese of North 
and South America. Since then, this only 
applies to the parishes within the Direct 
Archdiocesan District.)

Archdiocese Level
The Archdiocese Department of Regis-

try maintains the records of weddings and 
divorces from 1923 until Aug, 31, 1979, that 
took place throughout the Archdiocese. 
Since Sept. 1, 1979, only those records that 
pertain to the parishes of the Direct Archdi-
ocesan District are kept at the Archdiocese 
Registry Department. Records of baptisms, 
chrismations and funerals as the parish 
priests submit them are also stored at the 
Archdiocese.

The Archdiocese also coordinates the 
tabulation of sacramental statistics from 
throughout the Archdiocese. This informa-
tion is published annually in the Yearbook 
of the Archdiocese. Since 1996, those 
statistics only include the United States of 
America and the Bahamas, as the Archdio-
cese became the Archdiocese of America.

As a result of a Leadership 100 Grant 
recently awarded the Department of Regis-
try, the department will address the process 
of more adequately securing the millions of 
documents presently housed at Archdio-
cese headquarters and will seek to use the 
latest technology to address the enormous 
task of sorting, indexing and cataloguing the 
paper records archived, and the possibility 
of processing certificates and documents 
electronically, in enable the following:
• Make it feasible to access the documents 
that the faithful request in a timely manner;
• Provide multiple copies of the archiving 
media for storage and safekeeping at secure 
locations across the country;
• Provide the parish priests the ability to 
process affidavits and certificates in a
more timely fashion; and,
• Enable the Archdiocese and each Me-
tropolis to have close to real-time statistics
of sacraments being celebrated across the 
country and in each Metropolis.

Department of Registry staff includes: 
Michael T. Kontogiorgis, director FrMi-
chael@goarch.org, Dionisia Floropoulos 
and Eleni Zikopoulos.

The technology ministry of the Arch-
diocese is responsible for all technologies 
that support the including hundreds of 
organizations and users directly and pro-
viding services to hundreds of thousands 
of individuals around the world.

The Archdiocesan technology ministry 
consists of two departments with distinct 
responsibilities:
• The Department of Internet Ministries 
(IM) has responsibility for the outward fac-
ing digital ministry of the Archdiocese. The 
Department sets and executes the Archdio-
cese’s Internet/digital strategy through the 
web, social media, and mobile technologies.
• The Department of Information Technol-
ogy (IT) defines and executes the overall 
technology vision of the Archdiocese. The IT 
department provides systems and services 
to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Archdio-
cese, Metropolises, parishes and more.

The IM and IT departments receives 
considerable support from Leadership 100 
and FAITH Endowment, to make many of 
projects possible. 

Shared projects and initiatives of the 
two departments have included responsibil-
ity for all technology, digital communica-
tions, and telecommunications for the Holy 
and Great Council, and ongoing support for 
more than 500 Archdiocese parishes and 
organizations.

Internet Ministries Projects and Initia-
tives include a major redesign and reorgani-

zation of the goarch.org website, upgrading 
of more than 300 parish and organization 
websites to mobile-friendly designs and en-
hancements to Bulletin Builder, including 
PDF publishing, for over 175 active parishes.

Information Technology Projects and 
Initiatives include:
• Deployment of Alexander Project, includ-
ing GOARCH ID identity management.
• Single sign on (SSO), and national Wi-Fi 
network for Archdiocese and Metropolises,
-migration of the entire Archdiocese, most 
Metropolises, and St. Basil Academy to 
Google Apps for Business realizing an op-
erational savings of about $20, 000 per year.
• Role–based app publishing with seamless 
integration of hundreds of cloud-based 
services such as DropBox, Google Apps, 
and Zoom video conferencing through a 
dashboard.
• Infrastructure upgrades to datacenter, 
including decommissioning old server tech-
nologies and hardware, and cloud based 
disaster recovery network.

The Information Technologies staff 
includes Chief Information Officer Theo 
Nicolakis, Abhishek Joshi, Sonia Skounaki 
and consultants Vijay Jayaraman and Mike 
Slavescu. 

The Internet Ministries staff includes 
Director Jamil Samara, graphic developer 
Andrew Constantinou, software developer 
Meredyth Houpos and web developer Niko 
Kyritsis.
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GOTelecom (Greek Orthodox Tele-

communications) is the television minis-
try of the Archdiocese and is part of the 
Communications Department. Its mission 
is to serve the needs of the Church in 
America by producing and disseminating 
religious, cultural and educational mass 
media materials pertaining to Orthodox 
Christianity and Hellenic Culture.

The mission is three-fold: 
1)  Internally – to archive the activities 

of the Archdiocese and the Archbishop,
2) To produce in-house programs 

that educate and awaken our faithful 
about the Archdiocese ministries and, to 
produce programs of quality that can be 
distributed nationally on television and 
through video (full-length programs and 
public service announcements), and,

 3) To distribute high quality pro-
gramming via radio, television, internet 
and social media.

As the Clergy-Laity Congress theme 
affirms, we live in a changing world. .. Due 
to multiple means of communication and 
“real time” information, we are presented 
constantly with events and moments of 
change from around the world. All of this 
can be overwhelming, causing many to 
become insular and reject change or to 
feel lost while attempting to find mean-
ing and purpose in the midst of change.

There has been rapid change in tech-
nology and the tremendous impact this 
has had on people’s lives and societies. In 
this constant change many advancements 
have been made that save lives, enhance 
education and access to information, 
show the power of human ingenuity, and 
improve the quality of life.

Many challenges have taken place 
related to these changes: cost and access 
to technology, environmental impacts, 
materialism, and the threats from abuse. 

Many are asking how to navigate 
these constant changes and make wise 
decisions. Others question how to live 
when so many things seem beyond one’s 
control. The voice of Christ is needed in 

addressing such rapid change, for His 
voice is the voice of wisdom. His voice 
offers discernment in evaluating the ben-
efits of technological change in relation 
to human life, purpose and well-being. 
His voice guides us to look beyond con-
venience and wants to reflect carefully 
on the broader impact of change in our 
lives, our communities, and the entire 
world. The voice of Christ answers the 
questions regarding what is good, what 
is true, what restores our relationships 
with God and each other, and what leads 
to salvation. He says to us and through 
us, I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life (John 14:6).

GOTelecom Programs & Projects
For over 20 years, more than 325 

programs have been produced and have 
received numerous awards from many or-
ganizations including two EMMY Awards, 
De-Rose Hinkhouse Memorial Awards and 
various national Telly Awards.

In the past two years GOTelecom has 
worked on the following projects:

• Holy and Great Council of the 
Orthodox Church. , Senior Producer/
Director Nicholas Furris is heading the 
video production team that documented 
this historic event and produced live 
programming available on television and 
on the internet. Video news releases also 
were produced.

• Stewardship, Outreach and De-
velopment. The video series, produced 
under the direction of the Department 
of Stewardship, Outreach and Develop-
ment, “The Orthodox Christian Church: 
Your Spiritual Home,” was made possible 
through a grant from Leadership 100. It 
offers very short ‘viral videos” that will 
inspire and move viewers. Some footage 
came from Jerusalem footage gathered in 
May 2014 during the visit of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch and the Pope.

• St. Nicholas Shrine Documentary. 
GOTelecom is video documenting the 
rebuilding of St. Nicholas Shrine. Taping 
occurs as progress is made at the site. Ad-
ditional videotaping and interviews will 
occur over the next years.

• Hellenic College Holy Cross pro-
motional Video. GOTelecom worked 
with HCHC to produce a short video to 
promote the school. The video, “I am Hel-
lenic College” appears on their website 
and will be used nationwide.

•Orthodox Christian Prison Minis-
try. GOTelecom worked with OCPM to 
produce a series of instructional and 
informative videos on the work of this 
very important ministry that serves our 
nation’s prisons and those in prison. Vid-
eotaping occurred in September 2015 in 
various locations in Florida, including a 
church, prison and a studio. The videos 
were disseminated online. Visit their web-
site for information, https://theocpm.org/

• Ground Blessing of St. Nicholas 
National Shrine. GOTelecom coordi-
nated and directed the video production 
and satellite distribution of the his-
toric Ground Blessing Ceremony at St. 
Nicholas National Shrine at the World 
Trade Center. A 5–camera production 
was fed to news stations and through 
the Internet.

• Your Ministry Updates. Working 
with the Department of Administration 
and their Leadership 100 Grant, GO-
Telecom continues to produce short 
videos describing the work and mission 
of the ministries and the projects of the 
Departments. Videotaping occurred 
at the Archdiocese headquarters and 
directors were asked to speak about 
their work. 

Editing and b-roll was completed. 
Videos have been posted on the Arch-
diocese YouTube Channel and promo-
tion occurred through e-mail blasts and 

GOTelecom Ministry home page spotlights. The goal of the 
project is to inform and educate the 
faithful about the work being produced 
by our Archdiocesan Ministries, with the 
generous gifts of stewardship from the 
parishes and faithful.

Additional videos produced
• National Philoptochos Anniver-

sary Video. GOTelecom staff worked 
with National Philoptochos to produce 
an 85th Anniversary videotape. Christine 
Karavites was the executive producer.

• Meeting of Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and Pope Francis in Jeru-
salem. In 2014, GOTelecom and Com-
munications staff assisted in the com-
munications tasks associated with the 
meeting of these two religious leaders. 
Nicholas Furris coordinated media and 
the press office for this historic meeting.  
He traveled to the Jerusalem and Rome 
for pre-production logistical meetings 
and with the blessings of His All Holi-
ness and Archbishop Demetrios worked 
on the coordination of video and media 
before, during and after the meeting.

• Discovering Orthodox Christianity. 
GOTelecom received a grant from the 
Leadership 100 Endowment Fund for the 
production of the 26 programs – 22 talk 
shows and six Bible Studies.  

The series, titled “Discovering Ortho-
dox Christianity” was videotaped at Hel-
lenic College Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
School of Theology.  

Guests include professors from the 
School as well as experts in the field from 
around the country. 

Additionally, four Bible studies, pre-
sented by Archbishop Demetrios were 
also recorded. 

All the programs have been com-
pleted and are digitized for the internet.

Leadership 100 
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE

In February 2014, Leadership 100 
honored GOTelecom with the Award for 
Excellence for the programs produced 
in the past and most especially for the 
26- part Discovering Orthodox Christian-
ity series.

Distribution
The Department has continued 

its sales of videotapes and now books, 
through ads in the Orthodox Observer, to 
parishes, schools, universities and homes. 
GOTelecom has acquired the rights to 
distribute numerous outside productions.

In addition to distribution, relation-
ships with Greek Orthodox distributors 
and bookstores of other Orthodox juris-
dictions. 

Each parish in America should have 
the entire library of DVDs and videos 
available in a “lending library”. 

Additionally, university, college and 
high school libraries should have the 
major titles available for research and 
information. GOTelecom also distributes 
its programs through the Department 
of Religious Education and Orthodox 
Marketplace.

Video and Radio Messages 
of Archbishop Demetrios

The Department staff continues to 
schedule, videotape, edit and distribute 
the Christmas and Paschal Message of 
Archbishop Demetrios. 

These short messages are sent to 
Greek American radio and television 
producers across the country, as well as 
select programs in Greece, for broadcast 
on their stations. Additionally, the mes-
sages are posted on the goarch website. 

We also videotape message for those 
submitting official requests.

The Office of Parish Development 
(OPD) was created in 2004, with assistance 
from the Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 
Endowment Fund, to provide parishes with 
resources, information, and support in the 
area of parish development. Since that time, 
the OPD has assisted parishes throughout 
the Archdiocese with professional fundrais-
ing services tailored to the Greek Orthodox 
environment, including capital campaigns, 
strategic planning, stewardship, grants, en-
dowments, and planned giving. 

Resources and Services
Over the past decade, the Office of Par-

ish Development has reached hundreds of 
parishes through Metropolis and National 
Clergy Laity workshops, consultations, on-
line resources, and on-site services. The 
fundraising approach of the Office of Parish 
Development is based on direct experience 
and personal involvement with Greek Ortho-
dox parishes across the United States. The 
OPD aims to assist parishes using effective 
strategy that is rooted in sound fundraising 
principles. 

The Office of Parish Development pro-
vides assistance in the following areas:
• Multi–Year Campaigns: The primary fo-
cus of the Office is assisting parishes with 
major, long-term fundraising projects. It is 
a best practice in the nonprofit and church 
environment to use objective, third party 
fundraising counsel for campaign planning 
and fundraising. At any given time, the Of-
fice of Parish Development is working with 
three to five parishes in the midst of a plan-
ning study (to determine campaign scope 
and fundraising feasibility). These initiatives 

can include capital, debt retirement, staffing 
enhancements, ministry improvements, and 
building renovations. The OPD has assisted 
parishes throughout the Archdiocese with 
raising millions of dollars for these types of 
initiatives.
• Strategic Planning Seminars: Strategic plan-
ning seminars are an effective way to gain 
parish consensus, plan outreach initiatives, 
identify parishioner hidden talents, and be-
gin to move the parish toward a “preferred 
future.”
• Stewardship Workshops: All parishes 
are at different points in growing toward 
stewardship.
• The Office of Parish Development works 
on-site with individual parishes to encourage 
individual stewards to stretch themselves 
further in giving back to God through the 
Church.
• Other fundraising guidance: The Office 
has helped secure over $100,000 in grants 
for parishes and maintains a list of grants 
on its website.
• EveryGoodandPerfectGift.org: In 2014, 
the OPD launched a new blog which focuses 
on inspiring giving from an Orthodox Chris-
tian perspective. In the decade of assisting 
parishes with their development needs, the 
OPD has become acutely aware of the limited 
resources to assist priests and parish leader-
ship with their task of nurturing the call to 
be good stewards. In this blog, we seek to 
build a one-of-a-kind resource that will help 
individuals grow the spiritual practice of giv-

ing back in multiple ways and assist priests 
and parishes with spreading this message 
to the faithful. 

Orthodox Christians in Action
This year, the Office of Parish Develop-

ment, in collaboration with the Department 
of Outreach and Evangelism, is launching 
Orthodox Christians in Action. The mission 
of this initiative is to guide parishes in provid-
ing charitable and caring ministries in their 
local community. In addition to developing 
resources to support this mission, Orthodox 
Christians in Action will be a network of 
Greek Orthodox churches who share infor-
mation and best practices on almsgiving and 
outreach programs. 

Archdiocesan Council Committee 
and National Ministry Coordination

Office of Parish Development staff have 
participated and contributed information 
and material to the National Finance Com-
mittee (George Vourvoulias Jr, chairman), 
the National Stewardship Committee (Fr. 
James Kordaris, director) and the Planned 
Giving Subcommittee (Lou Kircos, chair-
man). They have also assisted National 
Ministries (Hellenic College Holy Cross, St. 
Basil Academy and National Philoptochos 
Society) with campaign assistance, planning 
workshops, and grants.

OPD staff consists of Jerry Minetos, 
CPA, CFRM, development officer, and Abby 
Vlahos, grant specialist.

Office of Parish Development
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YONKERS, N.Y. – Since opening in 
1958, the sacred mission of St. Michael’s 
has been to provide the beloved elderly 
of our Greek Orthodox community with 
a home-away- from-home where they 
can live out their “golden” years with 
love, dignity, and quality care in a Greek 
Orthodox environment.

Over the years, the Home has begun 
to face new challenges as a result of the 
increasing needs of our growing elderly 
community and having to comply with 
stricter regulations imposed by the New 
York State Department of Health on adult 
care facilities.

The elderly population in this nation 
is growing exponentially as advance-
ments in the medical field have increased 
life expectancy.

In 2014, statistics show that 46.2 
million Americans were 65 or older. This 
number is expected to double by 2060.

The truth remains that as people age 
their demands grow and they become 
dependent on others for support.

Providing care for an elderly parent 
is much more challenging today than in 
past years, as children are faced with de-
manding careers, child care, living greater 
distances from their loved ones, and 
constrictions in housing space, forcing 
them to seek care outside of their homes. 

The dependency of aging parents 
becomes a very large burden emotion-
ally, physically and monetarily. It places a 
great deal of anxiety on caregivers as they 
cannot find the support they need and 
are encumbered by the many demands 
of modern society.

For that reason, the Home embarked 
upon an exhaustive search to find a new 
locale since the current Yonkers location 
does not permit further expansion.

Following a decade long journey, 
St. Michael’s was blessed in 2014 to 
purchase for $7 million a magnificent 
and sprawling 11–acre site in Uniondale 
(NY) from the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Rockville Centre.

Contained on this bucolic property, 
which allows for current and future ex-
pansion, is a 90,000-square-foot build-
ing in which the Home will be able to 
establish a state of the art continuum 
care facility.

From the present capacity of 60, the 
new facility will be able to house over 
160 residents and from the one level of 
care now offered, St. Michael’s will offer 
four levels of care. 

There will be 27 one-bedroom 
independent living apartments, a fully 
equipped wing with 14 nursing home 
beds; a secure lock-down wing for 28 
residents who suffer from sever demen-
tia/Alzheimer’s; and 49 studio bedrooms 
for independent and assisted living. 

In addition, there will be the nec-
essary ancillary spaces needed to not 
only provide the residents with the care 
(medical, physical therapy, etc) they need 
but more importantly, to assure that it 
is a beautiful, enjoyable and rewarding 
environment, encompassing a beautiful 
chapel, library, beauty salon and com-
puter lounge just to name a few.

On Nov. 13, at its annual name day 
gala, St. Michael’s will launch its capital 
campaign to accomplish this long awaited 
dream of a multi-level Greek Orthodox 
facility by raising the $25 million needed 

St. Michael’s Home 
Begins a New Chapter

 by Alexa Cecchni to completely renovate and properly 
prepare the existing structurally sound 
building.

Leading this endeavor, along with the 
board of trustees, is our Capital Campaign 
Committee which has been entrusted 
with this formidable task. 

Each individual is highly regarded 
within our community, cares deeply 
about the Home, and shares a vested 
interest in the project’s success, and the 
fruits of their efforts have already helped 
raise over $5 million dollars during the 
quiet phase of the campaign. Members 
include: Nikitas Drakotos, Efthalia Katos, 
Savas Konstantinides, Haeda Mihaltses, 
Savas Konstantinides, Constantine Rogda-
kis, past Philoptochos National President 
Aphrodite Skeadas, Dr. Jack Soterakis and 
John Stratakis.

This expansion will allow the Home 
to continue its mission of caring for those 
encumbered by old age. Not only will the 
facility be able to accommodate more 
residents but as a result of the expanded 
levels of care, it will no longer be neces-
sary to transfer a resident, who because 
of the aging process, requires the services 
of a facility offering a higher level of care. 
These transitions to a new unfamiliar 
location are extremely traumatic and of-
ten have very detrimental effects on the 
individual as they lose the compassionate 
support and friendships they have made 
at St. Michael’s and are deprived of the 
loving embrace of the Greek Orthodox 
community.

Originally known as the “Spiti Tou 
Protoporou,” or the “Home of the 
Pioneer,” St. Michael’s Home has been 
a home to the pioneers of our Greek 
American community in the United 
States, those individuals responsible for 
establishing many of the parishes and 
institutions of our Holy Archdiocese. 

While the majority of the Home’s 
residents have been from the New York 
metropolitan area, a growing number 
have been from other parts of the coun-
try, since this is the only elder care facility 
under the aegis of the Archdiocese.

Most recently, residents have been 
admitted from Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Florida, and other states.

For over 58 years, countless elderly 
have called St. Michael’s their “home-
away-from-home”. None expected to ever 
be there, but are certainly thankful that 
there was a unique place like the Home 
which offered them so much in their 
final years.

No one knows what the future holds 
for any of us but to paraphrase the popu-
lar Greek expression, “Here where we 
are, the residents of St. Michael’s once 
were.

There where they are, we may one 
day be”. Help us build for the future, 
by being a part of this new and exciting 
chapter in the life of St. Michael’s.

To secure a copy of our Capital 
Campaign Brochure or to find out more 
about this exciting project including a 
list of Naming Opportunities and how 
to be a part of this exciting project, 
please visit the Home’s website at www.
stmichaelshome.org or contact our 
Development Office at development@
stmichaelshome.org or by phone at 914-
327-3066.

Alexa Cecchini is St. Michael’s Home 
Development Officer.

American Friends 
of the Blind in Greece
Providing Resources to the Blind in Greece 
since 1946

Our Mission 
The American Friends of the Blind in Greece 
identifies, acquires, and delivers the best 
possible resources and opportunities available to 
organizations in Greece, dedicated to improving the 
lives of Greece’s blind and severely sight- impaired 
people. We are a 501(c) (3) charitable organization 
dedicated to supporting resources for training for 
the blind in Greece.

Our History 
Since 1946 we have helped in the support of 
services for the blind via Faros – The Lighthouse 
for the Blind –located in Athens, Greece. We have 
created infrastructures and services that can meet 
the total needs of visually-impaired individuals 
to help them live a dignified, independent and 
activity-rich life. Faros provides services such as: 
 • Lending Library with Braille and Audio Books 
 • Metal Works Unit 
 • Brushes/Brooms Workshop 
 • Ceramics Workshop 
 • Training and rehabilitation Center 

With the severe economic crisis Greece has endured 
for nearly two years, the public funding for Faros 
has dramatically decreased. Now, more than ever, 
the blind people of Greece need our help. 

Won’t you please help us help the blind in Greece by making 
your tax deductible contribution to our organization? 

To donate: visit us at 

www.friendsoftheblind.org 
Or by mail:  The American Friends of the Blind in Greece 

C/O Cambridge Trust,  
One Harbour Place, Portsmouth, NH 03801
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ATLANTA – The Southeastern Federa-
tion of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians 
and the Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta 
will host a day-long Church Music Institute 
on Saturday, Nov. 12. Sponsored by the 
National Forum, the CMI runs from 10 
.a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

There will be two guest clinicians, one 
speaking on what amateur singers should 
strive to be, and the second, on changes 
in the Liturgy.

Also part of the CMI will be a learning 

Choir
Church Music Institute Set for Atlanta

session of music that will be performed 
that evening at the Archangel Michael Ban-
quet, an annual event honoring various 
Metropolis of Atlanta parishioners.

Philip Thevaos, Federation president, 
will introduce the music as part of the CMI 
and then direct the choir for the evening 
performance. CMI participants are also 
invited to sing with the Cathedral Choir 
on Sunday morning.

For further information, contact 
Philip at sfgocm1976@aol.com.

Επίσης αναλαμβάνουμε
Διαβατήρια και Συμβολαιογραφικά
(Πληρεξούσια, Μεταφράσεις,
Πιστοποιητικά, κ.λ.π.)

NON STOP FLIGHT US AIR FROM
PHILA TO ATHENS
AND CONTINUE TO THESSALONIKI

Contact: Eleni & Ari Poulos 
WEB: www.eleni.com • E-mail: elenistours@yahoo.com

5 Bayberry Drive, Broomall, PA 19008
610-355-7730 • Fax: 610-355-0823

1-800-989-4733
Call Now and Begin Saving Money with Eleni Tours, Inc.

FARES BEGIN AT...

RESTRICTIONS DO APPLY • SPACE IS LIMITED • CALL TODAY

To Athens or Thessaloniki 
from New York

∂¶π∫√π¡ø¡∏™∆∂ ª∞∑π ª∞™ ™∆√ π¡∆∂ƒ¡∂∆

$299
  ONE WAY

plus 
tax

$480
  ROUND TRIP

plus 
tax

LOWESTPRICES INTHE MARKET

LOWEST HOTEL & CAR FARES AVAILABLE

£∂§∂∆∂  
º£∏¡∞ 
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As the Archdiocese will mark the 100th 

year of its founding in 1922, a number of par-
ishes founded in the decades the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries have already celebrated 
their centennials and more and more commu-
nities will also mark this important milestone 
in the coming years.

The Orthodox Observer welcomes 
articles and photos from parishes on their 
celebrations and offers a few guidelines for 
submission of articles and information about 
these events. Communities planning a series 
of events taking place over the course of 
the year, may submit an article noting these 
activities two or three months in advance for 
publication in an issue of the Observer prior 

Guidelines for Centennial News
to the start of festivities. If a celebratory activity 
such as a banquet or other formal program, 
is planned, an article and photos may be sent 
immediately after it has taken place. Articles 
and stories may be 500 to 700 words in length. 
Pictures should be high resolution (300 dpi or 
greater). Photos posted online are not of high 
enough resolution for use in a print publica-
tion. Further photo guidelines are available on 
the classified advertising page.

More information, e-mail: jim@goarch.
org. Parishes observing this event in 2017 
are asked to send a brief e-mail as to the date 
of its primary celebration so a listing of all 
these communities may be included in the 
December issue.

Orthodox  Christian 
Prison Ministry

NEW YORK – Orthodox Christian 
Prison Ministry (OCPM), an Agency of the 
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of 
America, has launched the Matthew 25:36 
Fellowship. This is an initiative to provide a 
means of fulfilling Christ’s commandment 
“I was in prison, and you visited me.” Their 
current goal aims for 1000 individuals, fami-
lies, organizations, and parishes to become 
members of this Fellowship.

Even if you live near a prison, chances 
are you would not be allowed to visit some-
one inside it. In Matthew 25 Christ separates 
the sheep from the goats and makes it clear 
that those coming into His Kingdom will 
have visited Him in prison. Providing a 
means for our Orthodox Faithful to fulfill 
this commandment of Christ is the objec-
tive of this Fellowship. When you join the 
Matthew 25:36 Fellowship, you will help 
provide Icons, Study Bibles, prayer books, 
correspondence courses, and many other 
materials to the men and women in prisons 
and jails around this country. You will help 

Launch of the Matthew 25:36 
Fellowship: An OCPM Initiative

provide training and inspiration for those 
clergy and lay volunteers who will be visit-
ing these precious souls. You will also help 
OCPM produce new study books, DVD’s, 
Icons, and materials specific for women in 
prison.  You will help stock prison chapel 
libraries with OCPM materials. Through all 
of these things, you will be visiting Jesus 
in prison!

Those who want to join the Matthew 
25:36 Fellowship will agree to donate 
$25.36 a month (or if you prefer, a one-
time yearly payment of $304.32) to OCPM 
through credit, bank account, or check. You 
can join as an individual, a family, an organi-
zation, or even a parish. The goal is to have 
1,000 members who will be instrumental 
in bringing the Light of Christ into the dark 
world of the prisons and jails.

To become a member of the Matthew 
25:36 Fellowship, visit: https://theocpm.org/
product/matthew-2536-fellowship/

To discover more about OCPM, visit: 
www.theocpm.org
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Metropolis News

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. – St. John the 
Divine Church held its 100th anniversary 
celebration Sept. 24-25 weekend.

Festivities began Sept.24 with a me-
morial service for the church’s founders, 
priests and parishioners, followed by a 
prayer service, groundbreaking and laying 
of the cornerstone at the new church site.

That evening, a banquet was held 
with nearly 450 people in attendance. Miss 
America 2016, Baciliky “Betty” Cantrell 
was one of the speakers.

Sunday, Sept.25, an Archieratical Di-
vine Liturgy was held with an overflowing 

Parishioners of St. John the Divine Church gather with with several area clergy and hierarchs (seated 
from left) Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta, Archbishop Dimitrios and Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos, 
following the Archieraratical Divine Liturgy.

Fla. Church Celebrates Centennial
crowd attending.

“It was a remarkable weekend of 
remembering and honoring our past as 
well as looking to our church’s future, 
spreading the gospel not only to those 
in Jacksonville but to the world” said the 
Rev. Dr. Nicholas G. Louh, proistamenos. 
“Having our Archbishop and Metropolitan 
with us made it a truly historic Centennial 
weekend!”

The Centennial events were chaired 
by Kathy Hicks, with oversight by Fr. Louh, 
parish council President Peter G. Carantza, 
and Archon Nicholas J. Furris.

DUNLAP, Calif – The Metropolis of 
San Francisco celebrated the Thyranoixia 
of the Alex and Faye Spanos Faith and 
Heritage Center on Sept. 22, marking the 
realization of the late Metropolitan Antho-
ny’s vision to provide for expanded space 
at St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center.

The focal point of this new building 
is the Metropolitan Anthony Gallery that 
will display Liturgical items, vestments 
and icons from his estate. The St. Photini 
Chapel completes the Center offering a 
place of prayer and worship, surrounded 
by uplifting iconography by Dr. George 
Kordis of the Saints and Feast Days of the 
Church.

“This is, indeed, a historic day for our 
Metropolis and for St. Nicholas Ranch, as 
we celebrate the completion of this build-
ing but also the inauguration of a new 
chapter with the expansion of programs 
and activities here at the Ranch, which are 
now possible because of this magnificent 
center which stands before us”, stated 
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco.

“This facility is as much a tribute 
to Metropolitan Anthony, of blessed 
memory, as it is to the Spanos family and 
their abundance of generosity and kind-
ness they have always demonstrated to 
the Metropolis. 

Even the beautiful chapel of Saint 
Photini, the patron saint of Faye Spanos, 
offers a prayerful element to this facility 
that truly combines faith with culture, the 
past, the present and the future.”

More than 150 guests attended this 
event which started with an Agiasmos 
service and ribbon-cutting including 
Faye Spanos, her daughter, Dea Spanos 
Berberian, and son and daughter-in- law, 
Michael and Helen Spanos. 

Following the official opening a cham-
pagne reception, tours and a luncheon 

A Vision Realized: Alex and Faye
Spanos Faith and Heritage Center

Metropolis of San Francisco photos

Metropolitan Gerasimos with Faye Spanos (center), Dea Spanos Berberian and Michael Spanos, 
along with Metropolis Philoptochos President Jeannie Ranglas (L) and others, cut the ribbon for the 
center. (below) The Alex and Faye Spanos Faith and Heritage Center.

 by Kristen Bruskas donated and prepared by Paul and Nick 
Pries and family from St. Nicholas Church 
in San Jose, took place.

In his opening remarks, St. Nicholas 
Ranch Board President Fanis Economidis 
stated that Metropolitan Anthony “wanted 
something that could act as catalyst for 
the promulgation of our faith and Hel-
lenic heritage. Thus the idea for a Faith 
and Heritage center was born.” Fanis also 
recalled a poignant moment where he and 
Michael Spanos were at the bedside of 
Metropolitan Anthony as his time on earth 
was nearing an end who said, ‘Please Mi-
chael, in honor of your father and mother, 
build this center.’”

The Alex and Faye Spanos Faith and 
Heritage Center, designed by Christ J. 
Kamages of the CJK Design Group, spans 
nearly 7,000 square feet. Its barn-like ex-
terior complements the existing structures 
of St. Nicholas Ranch yet brings a modern 
feel through the interior which includes 
the Metropolitan Anthony Gallery, ad-
ministrative offices, a library, infirmary, 
gift shop, conference room, and fireside 
room. 

Two other major donors to this facility 
are the Metropolis of San Francisco Philop-
tochos who donated a meeting room and 
library, and the Elios Charitable Founda-
tion who donated the Elios Cultural Room 
to house archives and materials from the 
Folk Dance and Choral Festival ministry. 

The chapel is the perfect place for 
groups to start and end their day with 
prayer prior to using the other areas of this 
facility for their meetings and discussions.

A Book of Needs was developed to 
provide donation opportunities for the 
interior furnishings of the Alex and Faye 
Spanos Faith and Heritage Center. 

During the luncheon the crowd gen-
erously donated nearly $100,000 to help 
complete the furnishings to make this 
facility fully functional.

Encyclical

As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.

              Joshua 24:15

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the 
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks 
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members 
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, 
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, 
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire 
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ,
On October 28 we commemorate the 

courage of the people of Greece in 1940 
when they stood firmly against the forces of 
Fascism, facing threats of occupation, loss 
of freedom, and even life itself.  Boldly, the 
cry of “OXI,” of “NO!” was exclaimed, as 
they refused to concede their sovereignty 
and submit themselves to the tyrannical 
leaders of the Axis forces.  Instead our for-
bearers rallied to defend their ideals and 
to protect their liberty.  In confronting a 
power that was destructive of freedom and 
driven by evil machinations, the people of 
Greece chose to serve freely what is just 
and true.

In the Holy Scriptures we find a com-
parably similar choice that was made when 
Joshua called the leaders of the tribes of 
Israel together to warn them of the dangers 
of following the gods of other peoples and 
forsaking the Lord.  He reminded them of 
their blessed heritage, of their calling as the 
chosen people of God, and of how they had 
been led from captivity to the land of prom-

October 28 – OXI Day
ise.  Joshua asked them to make a choice 
between the true God of their fathers or 
the idols of the idolatrous Amorites (Joshua 
24:15).  On that day and in answer to that 
call, the people proclaimed, We will serve 
the Lord! (24:21). 

On October 28, 1940, and in the hard 
days, months, and years that followed, the 
cry of “OXI” resonated in the hearts and 
minds of the people of Greece. They made 
a choice. They remembered their blessed 
heritage of freedom and the centuries 
of hardship when liberty was lost.  They 
chose timeless ideals over temporal threats. 
They chose courage over fear, faith when 
the immediate future was unknown, and 
resolve when asked to willingly acquiesce 
to a stronger, ruthless power. When many 
others were submitting to false ideologies 
and regimes of tyranny, the leaders and 
people of Greece chose to stand and show 
to the world the true nature of heroism.

As we commemorate OXI Day in our 
parishes and communities, may we affirm 
the value of this witness in our contem-
porary world. May our honoring of this 
mighty stand engender inspiration from 
our heritage and a love of the ideals of 
liberty, courage, valor, and all that is noble 
and true.  In the face of false ideologies 
and forces that profane and destroy life, 
may we guide others to see the precedent 
of OXI Day, and may we choose this and 
every day to serve the Lord of freedom, 
justice and love.

† DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Christ,
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Metropolis News

ASBURY PARK, N.J. – The 69th anni-
versary of the Metropolis of New Jersey 
Holy Cross Celebration was held at the 
Paramount Theatre on Sunday, Sept. 18. 
This year’s event attracted more than 
2,000 Greek Orthodox Faithful and visi-
tors from throughout New Jersey and the 
Greater Philadelphia area.

Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey 
presided over the festivities, including 
the celebration of the Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy, the Elevation of the Holy Cross, 
the Blessing of the Waters and the sub-
sequent Diving for the Cross by over 60 
Orthodox Youth.

Assisting at the Divine Liturgy were 
the Metropolis clergy from throughout 
the state of New Jersey. The V. Rev. Archi-
mandrite George Nikas, chancellor; Fr. 
Anargyros Stavropoulos of St. Athanasios 
Church in Paramus, and Fr. Economos 
Andrew Eugenis of St. George Church, 
Asbury Park, served as ecclesiarchs.

The Paramount Theatre, which was 
standing room only, resonated with 
the sounds of liturgical music from the 
Byzantine chanters, this year directed by 
Apostolos Combitsis, protopsaltis of St. 
Barbara Church in Toms River, and the 
area members of the Eastern Federation of 
Greek Orthodox Church Musicians Choir, 
directed by Kay Kehayas, choir director at 
St. George Church in Piscataway.

Present at the Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy and the day’s celebration were 
Consul General of Greece in New York 
Dr. Konstantinos Koutras and Consul of 
Greece in New York Manos Koubarakis.

Metropolitan Evangelos warmly 
welcomed the distinguished guests and 
assured them of the community’s sup-
port and solidarity with Greece, and es-
pecially our concern in light of the recent 
catastrophic floods that have wrecked 
havoc on the region of Kalamata and have 
claimed several lives.

A special tray was passed in order to 
provide financial assistance to our brother 
and sister Orthodox faithful across the 
Atlantic. Furthermore, the Metropolitan  
addressed the Faithful concerning the 
Cross of Christ, emphasizing that Justice 
and Peace are but two of the virtues that 
the Tree of Life represents in our fleeting 
world. He exhorted the young people to 
always wear their Cross with pride and 
confidence in the infinite compassion and 
protection that Almighty God provides to 
all who believe in His Name.

69th Holy Cross Celebration 
Attracts Over 2,000 Faithful

Under a beautiful blue sky reminis-
cent of Greece, Metropolitan Evangelos 
conducted a Trisagion Service for Ecu-
menical Patriarch Athenagoras and placed 
a wreath at the statue of the patriarch that 
was erected in his honor on the boardwalk 
by the city of Asbury Park, N.J. 

It was Archbishop Athenagoras of 
North and South America who instituted 
the Holy Cross Celebration and Blessing 
of the Waters in Asbury Park in 1947, with 
the prayer that the world’s oceans, which 
connect all peoples of the Earth, could 
also become vessels that transmit peace 
to the world and the hope and triumph 
of Christ’s Cross.

Following the Agiasmos Service held 
on the Asbury Park Beach, Metropolitan 
Evangelos approached the waves and 
threw the cross into the ocean four times, 
each time being retrieved by GOYA mem-
bers from parishes throughout the state of 
New Jersey, and the Greater Philadelphia 
area. 

This year’s four Goyans who retrieved 
the Cross from the ocean were: Junior 
Girl: Evangelia Milionis from St. John the 
Theologian Cathedral in Tenafly; Junior 
Boy: Tyrone Shields from Kimisis Tis The-
otokou Church in Holmdel; Senior Girl: 
Anna Zografaki from St. Demetrios Church 
in Union; Senior Boy: George Koniaris 
from Holy Trinity in Westfield.

The day’s festivities concluded with 
a family barbeque that was hosted by 
Metropolitan Evangelos, and generously 
sponsored by Dr. Spyridon Spireas. The 
Metropolitan thanked the talented volun-
teer chefs from the parishes of St. Barbara 
Church in Toms River and St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church in Piscataway for 
their assistance.

This annual celebration is a tremen-
dous opportunity for Orthodox Christians 
from throughout the state of New Jersey to 
come together under the universal symbol 
of the cross to pray for peace of the world 
and the waters and God’s continued pro-
tection and blessings.

The Holy Cross Celebration in Asbury 
Park, held annually on the first Sunday 
following the Universal Exaltation of the 
Holy Cross, is considered to be one of the 
watershed and joyous events of the New 
Ecclesiastical Year for the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of New Jersey, and as such, 
draws Orthodox Faithful from throughout 
the Metropolitan area who join together in 
prayer as the one Body of Christ.

Metropolis of NJ photo
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Archdiocesan Institutions - Philoptochos

The National Philoptochos has distributed the following donations totaling 
$4,902,671 to its various philanthropic ministries, programs, projects and special 
appeals from Jan. 1, 2014 – Sept. 1, 2016.

• St. Basil Academy      $931,440
• Vasilopita       875,000
• Sisterhood Fund      $56,440
• Aid to People of Greece & Cyprus    $189,120
• Archdiocesan Presbyters Council/National 
• Sisterhood of Presvyteres Benevolent Fund (APC/NSP)  $ 99,000
• Autism Assistance Fund      $44,575
• Cancer Fund       $136,533
• Children’s Medical Fund     $305,301
• Convention 2014      $18,100
• Veteran’s Multi-Service Center for Homeless Veterans  $13,600
• GEMS program to assist victims of human trafficking  $2,500
• Cure Search for Children’s Cancer, Bethesda, MD   $2,000
• Ecumenical Patriarchate      $315,000
• General Medical Fund      $36,770
• Hellenic College Holy Cross School of Theology   $409,800
• Scholarship Fund      $199,800
• Lenten Event (Operational expenses, improvements)  $210,000
• International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC)   $130,000
• Aid to Greece       $50,000
• Podoconiosis Program in Ethiopia    $45,000
• Women’s Sustainable Agricultural Project 
in the West Bank and Water Emergency Project in Gaza  $35,000
• National Philoptochos Emergency Fund    $134,803
• Victims of Floods in Serbia     $10,000
• Nepali Disaster Relief      $32,527
• Philippines Relief      $31,966
• Final disbursement, Hurricane Sandy    $310
• West Virginia Flood Relief     $25,000
• Louisiana Floods Relief      $35,000
• Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF)    $58,500
• OCMC/SAMP       $187,400
• Orthodox Christian Mission Center    $79,400
• Support–A–Mission Priest     $108,000
• Retired Clergy & Widowed Presbyteres Benevolent Fund  $110,000
• 75th Anniversary Founders Fund     $62,455
• Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine at the World Trade Center    $1,328,400
• St. Photios Shrine      $74,750
• Social Services       $213,644
• UNICEF       $80,000
• Unrestricted Operating Account     $37,080
• To commemorate the historic meeting 
of Patriarch Bartholomew with Pope Francis in Jerusalem  $25,000
• Orthodox Prison Ministry     $7,080
• Orthodox Christian Network     $5,000

PROGRAMS AND MINISTRY COMMITMENTS

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church and National Shrine

The terrorist attack on September 
11, 2001, left a giant gaping hole in the 
New York skyline and destroyed the Twin 
Towers and surrounding buildings of the 
World Trade Center in Lower Manhattan, 
including St. Nicholas Church.

Now, so many years later the new 
World Trade Center complex has become 
a symbol of American pride and determi-
nation.

The WTC complex, once thought of 
as a living symbol of man’s dedication to 
world peace, has been replaced by sev-
eral buildings housing many banking and 
financial industry giants, including One 
World Trade Center, the 9/11 Memorial, 
the National September 11th Memorial 
Museum, the World Trade Center Trans-
portation Hub, the World Trade Center 
Performing Arts Center and our own St. 
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine.

Adjacent to the new St. Nicholas 
Church is Liberty Park, where visitors will 
see the 27-foot tall bronze “Sphere” that 
survived the 9/11 terrorist attacks and 
symbolizes the strength of Americans in 

the face of terror.
In a special message sent through-

out the country, National Philoptochos 
President Maria Logus noted that 15 years 
ago during the tragic events of 9/11, lives 
were lost and, “today, memories of that 
day still flood our minds.  But now, with 
the passage of time, we should also turn 
our thoughts to those left behind.  Days, 
months and years have passed but, for 
them, the pain lingers and the healing 
continues.”

With the historic construction of the 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine at the World Trade Center, 
the Archdiocese will offer the world a bea-
con for the Orthodox faithful and a place 
of healing for all who seek the comfort and 
love of the Church. 

With your support, the St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church and National 
Shrine will stand forever as a testament 
to the healing power of faith, a tower-
ing embodiment of the Lord’s warm and 
loving embrace and we can bring to the 
world the eternal message that love and 
faith must always prevail. 

On Aug. 11 torrential downpours 
in Baton Rouge and Lafayette, Louisi-
ana and the surrounding areas dropped 
7.1 trillion gallons of water, three 
times the amount of rain as Hurricane 
Katrina. 

The devastation to Holy Trinity 
Church in Baton Rouge was immense, 
and many parishioners were displaced 
from their homes and lost most, if not 
all, of their physical belongings. 

The National Philoptochos Society 
disbursed $35,000 from its Emergency 
Fund to provide immediate assistance 
to the families who lost their homes. 
The National Philoptochos Emergency 
Fund was established to enable Philop-
tochos to provide immediate assistance 
to victims of natural disasters and 
unforeseen tragedies in the US and 
throughout the world. 

Dee Nicolaou, Metropolis of At-
lanta Philoptochos president and 
Humanitarian and Disaster Relief Com-
mittee chairman gave an interview on 
OCN (Orthodox Christian Network) 
on September 19, 2016 to discuss the 

Making a Di� erence 
with Philoptochos

During the National Philoptochos 
Biennial Convention in July, National 
Philoptochos invited chapters across the 
country to join together with their parish 
families to offer 8,500 multi-generational 
acts of kindness during the month of Oc-
tober to honor Archbishop Demetrios on 
the occasion of his name day, and also to 
celebrate the 85th anniversary of the found-
ing of Philoptochos.

In 2015, the first year of the Philopto-
chos initiative, chapters offered more than 
4,000 good deeds. This year, Philoptochos 
hopes to more than double that number. 
This project is in keeping with National 
President Maria Logus’ goal of emphasiz-
ing hands-on philanthropy, ‘doing more 
doing.’

National Make–a–Difference Day 
was established in 1992 as the largest 
national community service day in the 
United States. 

It is held annually on the fourth 
Saturday in October, and millions of 
American citizens participate in this day 
of volunteerism to improve the lives of 

others. Last year, Philoptochos chapters 
sponsored projects such as collecting 
canned food for the hungry, making “get 
well” cards for patients in a children’s 
hospital, assembling personal care kits 
for the homeless, collecting used blankets 
for animal shelters and sending “thank 
you” cards to Veterans for their service. 
Philoptochos’ goal is to teach children to 
engage in philanthropy and contribute to 
their communities. 

In Danbury, Conn., members of JOY 
worked with Philoptochos members to 
sew and stuff Matthews Heart of Hope 
Pillows for children recovering from heart 
surgery at Boston Children’s Medical 
Hospital.

Members of JOY work with Philopto-
chos to prepare heart pillows for children 
recovering from heart surgery.

Please send descriptions and photos 
of your 2016 Acts of Kindness to: differ-
ence@philoptochos.org so they can be 
uploaded on the Philoptochos website. 
Teaching our children to engage in acts 
of kindness will instill in them the spirit 
to go forward and make a difference in 
the world.

 by Barbara Pasalis

Louisiana Flood Victims Receive $35,000
destruction and ways that individuals 
and organizations can assist with the 
rebuilding effort.

In addition to the $35,000 in im-
mediate assistance, Philoptochos has 
established the National Philoptochos 
Louisiana Floods Relief Fund. Chapters 
and individuals can send donations 
to National Philoptochos, 126 East 
37th Street, New York, NY 10016, with 
checks earmarked for Louisiana Floods 
Relief.

Support for the displaced fami-
lies will also be provided through the 
Assist-a-Family Project. This National 
Philoptochos voluntary project will ad-
dress immediate and long-term needs 
primarily of Orthodox victims of the 
tragic floods in Louisiana. 

Gift cards from Home Depot, 
Lowe’s, Walmart and Target will help 
the families to replace appliances, 
furniture and personal items. Please 
send gift cards in care of Metropolis 
of Atlanta Philoptochos President Dee 
Nicolaou, 27242 Breakers Drive, Wes-
ley Chapel, Florida 33544.

National Philoptochos photo
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Family Connections

“For it is not the enemy who re-
proaches me; then I could bear it. Nor 
is it one who hates me who has exalted 
himself against me; Then I could hide 
from him. But IT WAS YOU, my equal, 
my companion and my acquaintance.” 

                               – Psalm 55:12

Domestic violence is about power 
and control.  It is not about being out 
of control or losing control.  It is a sys-
tematic pattern of coercive behaviors 
intended to punish, gain and maintain 
control of the victim. It frequently 
begins so subtly that victims may not 
realize what is happening. 

Ultimately, these behaviors become 
the normal course of the relationship.  
Not only does it take less to bring on 
the abuse, but their frequency and in-
tensity increases over time.  Also known 
as intimate partner violence (IPV), it 
occurs in all segments of society, and 
takes many forms: physical, sexual, 
psychological, emotional or economic.  
Because 85 percent of reported cases 
are women, we refer to victims as 
women and abusers as men but we are 
mindful that men are victims as well.

IPV often starts with “I love you so 
much that I want you to spend all your 
free time with me” and a relationship 
that quickly becomes exclusive.  Rather 
than view his behavior as obsessive, the 
woman thinks it shows how much he 
loves her.  And because she loves him, 
she complies: she quits her job, sees 
friends and family less and less, slowly 
becoming isolated from anyone who 
may be able to help her.

 Then, something happens to bring 
on the first incident – perhaps she says 
she is going out with a friend – without 
him.  He tells her she can’t go. To stop 
her and make her afraid, he gives her a 
“look” and lunges at her as if he’s going 
to hit her. Oftentimes, this incident oc-
curs when she first becomes pregnant.

Shock and embarrassment
For many women, this first act will 

cause her to end the relationship, but 
for others, she is shocked, embarrassed 
ashamed – “This couldn’t have hap-
pened.” She cries – he says he’s sorry 
and vows never to do it again. He says 
he loves her, begs her forgiveness and 
lavishes her with gifts.  She believes 
him, and for a while, they are happy. 
But it doesn’t last.  The cycle begins 
again.

To keep her off guard, the abuser 
uses different behaviors at different 
times.  He monitors her e-mails and 
tracks her through her phone.  He hurts 
or threatens to hurt her. He says he will 
report a family member to immigration.  
If he physically abuses her (and many 
don’t) he knows where and how to hit 
so no bruises show. She tries to stop 
the abuse by doing what he wants, but 
it’s never enough. She convinces him to 
go to couples counseling, and although 
in session he cooperates, as soon as 
they are home, he uses everything she 
said against her. She tried leaving when 
the abuse first began, but he stalked 
her. She doesn’t leave now because 
she has no place to go and no money 
of her own as everything is in his name.

She thought about talking to some-
one, but is afraid nobody will believe 
her as her partner is a pillar of the com-
munity. She is depressed and constantly 

under stress as his barrage of criticism 
has whittled away whatever self–esteem 
she had.  She feels powerless.

Our Community’s Role
As a church community, we can 

play an important role to help victims 
become survivors.  Step one is to 
acknowledge that IPV occurs in our 
community. Step two is to create a 
church environment in which victims 
feel comfortable turning to for help.  
Step three is learning how to respond 
in helpful, not hurtful ways, either di-
rectly or indirectly.    

BEFORE you do anything 
Examine your own views and pre-

conceived notions about IPV. 
Understand that many women stay 

or return to an abusive relationship be-
cause they love their partner and want 
the abuse to end, not the relationship.     

Recognize it is difficult and danger-
ous for her to “just leave” especially 
if children are involved. (On average, 
three women die at the hands of a 
current or former partner every day. 
National Network to End Domestic 
Violence)

Understand that you cannot “res-
cue” her.

Indirect ways to respond
• Post a flyer about abusive behaviors 

and resources in the women’s room of 
your church

• Include such literature in your Sun-
day Bulletin.  

• Invite a speaker from a local do-
mestic violence program to address your 
community. 

• Educate the next generation.  Hold 
discussions with youth about healthy rela-
tionships, respect, compromise, fair fight-
ing, and how they and their friends define 
gender and sex roles to raise their aware-
ness about behaviors that are red flags. 

These suggestions will anonymously 
provide information to women-at-risk. As 
importantly, the mere act of publicizing 
information in your Church gives victims 
the powerful message that we recognize 
the problem, do not condone violence, and 
are not closing our eyes to it.  

Direct Ways to Respond
(Excerpted from “When Love Goes 

Wrong” Ch. 13, by Ann Jones and Susan 
Schechter.) 

The hardest part of talking to an 
abused woman is getting started.  She 
may be ashamed she will be the focus 
of gossip.  She may have been taught 
to ‘keep secrets’ and believes she will 
betray her family if she exposes him.  If 
she’s not ready to talk, tell her you’ll 
listen when she’s ready.    

If she wants to talk but can’t get 
started, carefully begin your conver-
sation. Consider these questions, 
phrased to allow her to talk about what 
her partner does and how she feels 
about it. 

What’s it like at home for you?
Everyone in a relationship has 

arguments, but let me ask you:  What 
happens when the two of you disagree 
or argue?

• How does he handle things when 
he doesn’t get his way?

• Is he jealous, hard to please, ir-
ritable and critical?

• Does he ever push you around 
or hit you?

• Does he ever make you have sex 
or do sexual things you don’t like?

As she speaks, be careful of your 
facial expressions and body language 
so she doesn’t think you are judging 
her for doing the “wrong” thing, or you 
doubt what she is saying.  

Tell her you believe her, that the 
abuse is not her fault, that she has 
the right to be safe and that there are 
people and agencies that can assist her.  
Keep what she says confidential.

If she expresses concern about 
breaking her commitment to her mar-
riage, let her know that while there is 
no question we enter marriage with 
the assumption it will last for life, no 
victim should believe that our Church 
values the sanctity of marriage over the 
sanctity of her life.  

For all intent and purposes, the 
husband, by choosing to engage in 
abusive behaviors and choosing not to 
stop, has already ended the life of the 
marriage.

If she says that as Orthodox Chris-
tians, we are taught to forgive our 
enemies, let her know that forgiveness 
doesn’t mean she “forgives” his actions.  
Forgiveness is for herself – so she can 
move on in her life without being con-
sumed by bitterness and anger.

Let her know that God is neither 
punishing her nor is He “allowing” the 

Domestic Violence about Power and Control over Victim
abuse to occur.  Pray with her, but let 
her know that while prayer will give her 
the strength to deal with her situation, 
prayer alone will not stop the abuse.

Only the abuser can stop the abuse, 
but only if he takes responsibility for his 
actions.

Let her know that you are available to 
talk to her when she needs to, but know 
your limitations.  

Encourage her to speak to a victim 
advocate who can help her sort out what 
SHE wants to do and who can help her 
develop a personalized safety plan that 
addresses her situation so that if and when 
she decides to leave, she will be able to do 
so as safely as possible.  

Do not recommend mediation or cou-
ples counseling as this will endanger the 
victim more, and, interpreting the abuse 
as a “joint marriage problem” implies the 
victim is responsible, which is unfair, in-
valid and very hurtful to the victim.

Support needed
Overall, remember that your friend 

or family member needs your support 
and love, even when she doesn’t do 
what you want her to do.  

You will be going home to a healthy 
relationship but she will not.  So don’t 
get upset with her and don’t give up on 
her.  Just keep trying and caring.   

For More Information 
and Help, Contact

NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HO-
TLINE  1.800.799.SAFE (7233)  •  www.
theHotline.org

The Hotline is staffed 24/7 by 
highly trained expert advocates avail-
able to talk confidentially with anyone 
experiencing domestic violence, seek-
ing information or resources anywhere 
in the United States, or who may be 
questioning unhealthy aspects of their 
relationship.  
NATIONAL PHILOPTOCHOS, DEPART-
MENT OF SOCIAL WORK Confidential 
social work telephone: 212.977.7782 
• www.philoptochos.org/socialservices

For information and help in our 
community, including fact sheets about 
IPV. Some are in Greek.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FACTS–
AT–A–GLANCE: 6,488 - Number of 
American troops killed in Iraq and 
Afghanistan between 2001 and 2012.

• 11,766 …Number of women 
killed during those years by a current 
or former intimate partner.

• Federal Bureau of Investigation: 
1 in 3 American women, and  1 in 4  
American men, in their lifetime, will 
be raped, assaulted or stalked by an 
intimate partner.

• National Domestic Violence 
Hotline: 10 percent of high school 
students, and 22 percent of college 
students report experiencing physical 
violence in one or more dating rela-
tionship. National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence

Paulette Geanacopoulos, LMSW 
is the director of Social Work at the 
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos 
Society. A New York State licensed 
social worker with a Master’s Degree 
from the Hunter College School of 
Social Work, she served as executive 
director of nonprofit agencies in New 
York City, and taught social policy at 
Fordham University School of Social 
Services and Hunter College Graduate 
Department of Urban Affairs.

 by Paulette Geanacopoulos, LMSW
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OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS

 

1) Conventional photographs 
We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed 

on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp 
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either 
Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previ-
ously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the 

following specifications: 
•  Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 

pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras 
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you 
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a mini-
mum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own 
photos, send the actual photo.)

•  File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files 
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality) 

•  Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
•  Image files placed within any word-processing 

file or any other application are not accepted.
•  Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-

ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned)
•  E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject 

line write only the word “photos” 
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and 

do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they 
will not be usable.

3) Please include information about the photo(s); 
place, time and event as well as the names of all per-
sons shown, left to right.

GUIDELINES 
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

BOOKS

LAWYERS & LEGAL

C A L L  N O W   ( 5 1 6 )  9 3 1 - 2 3 3 3

Dimitrios  Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all  events visit
w w w.panagos.com

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k 

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

REAL ESTATE

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

PILGRIMAGE TOURS

Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify 
the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise 
specifically indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER  has no affiliation with 
any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in, described on 
or printed, and it makes no representations or warranties whatsoever 
with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or 
person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize, 
revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the 
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time 
for any reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and 
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any 
damages arising out of errors or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER 
will not be held liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.  

A Greek woman makes her way 
in the second half of the twentieth 
century while her husband becomes 
one of the richest men in the world.
• ADVENTURE • LOVE • FAMILY 
• FRIENDSHIPS • STRUGGLES   
• SUCCESSES • DESTINY

Athena a Modern Greek Life
by Aliki Alexxa

A novel in 3 volumes 
Amazon.com, also Kindle Edition

Η εταιρία ALEXIOU BROTHERS  η οποία βρίσκεται στο 17ο χιλιόµετρο της 
Εθνικής Οδού Τρικάλων-Λαρίσης από το 1978 ασχολείται αποκλειστικά 
µε την κατασκευή ξυλογλυπτικών έργων βυζαντινής τέχνης και 
τεχνοτροπίας. Είναι δε από τις λίγες που έχουν εναποµείνει στον 
ελλαδικό χώρο,  απασχολούν µόνο παραδοσιακούς τεχνίτες-µάστορες 
και δραστηριοποιούνται σε ολόκληρο τον κόσµο. Αναλαµβάνουµε 
την ανάληψη κατασκευής µοναδικών ξυλόγλυπτων έργων σε 
παραδοσιακούς, ορθόδοξους βυζαντινούς ρυθµούς σε Ιερούς Ναούς, 
Παρεκκλήσια και Μονές σε οποιαδήποτε πολιτεία των ΗΠΑ. 
Βασικές αρχές της επιχείρησής µας είναι η ποιότητα των υλικών που 
χρησιµοποιούµε, η συνέπεια στο χρόνο παράδοσης των έργων και η 
διαχρονικότητά τους.  

www.iakaf.com • 718.229.4100 

New Retail website

Law O�  ces of Hariklia Anagnostopoulou
Your 24/7 legal office in Greece. With over 30 years 
of experience, we are proud to expand and offer ser-
vices to Greeks living abroad with all your civil law 
needs, indicatively: Greek Citizenship, registrations, 
corrections of registrations, inheritance and transfer 
of property, tax matters, leases, management of 
property, official recognition of decisions of foreign 
jurisdictions etc.
Email us at: c.anagnostopoulou@yahoo.gr or 

Call us: +30 210 361 3266 – Office

+30 6936055038 – Cell 
+30 210 805 1076 – evening phone

Or write to: Hariklia Anagnostopoulou
Ippokratous Street 93, 10680, Athens, Greece

PROPERTY FOR SALE

KARDAMYLA, CHIOS 
ΘΕΣΗ ΣΚΑΡΔΑΝΑΣ

2 1/2  STREMMATA - HARBOR VIEW
ΣΕ ΟΙΚΙΣΜΟ - ΑΡΤΙΟ ΟΙΚΟΔΟΜΗΣΙΜΟ

WELL – WATER • 160,000 EURO
Please call DR. EMMANUEL KRATSIOS

317.270.8381

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Discover Mount Athos: A UNESCO World Heritage Site
We organize tours that will open up the world of monastic life to you. 
Observe and share in the monks’ daily journey as well as peruse the 
architectural wonders of the Athonite monasteries. Group as well as 

individual tours are available. We offerAthos hiking and clibing tours.

Tel. USA: (011.30) 2310.554.548
Mobile: (011.30) 694.931.1953

E-mail: info@athostours.gr & bantis8@ath.forthnet.gr



OCTOBER 2016 31

by Steven Christoforou

Be the Bee Turns Three

National Ministries: ‘In The Now’
Department of Youth and Young Adults

From the Director:  Our Orthodox Movement

Three years ago, on Sept. 19, 2013, 
Y2AM released the first episode of “Be 
the Bee.” 

We could have never guessed the 
impact it would have.

Three years (and more than 100 
episodes) later, “Be the Bee” has become 
a part of Church life around the world.

We started the series to help spread 
the Gospel to youth: to introduce them to 
Christ and His teachings. Now, we realize 
that “Be the Bee” is reaching more than 

just youth. It’s in the homes of families, 
and on the screens of young adults. It’s 
in Sunday school classrooms, and at par-
ish youth groups. It’s at summer camps, 
retreats, and more! 

Not just across the country, but all 
over the world.

And it has done more than simply 
strengthen the faith of Orthodox people. 
Many have even credited “Be the Bee” 
as a key factor in their conversion to the 
Orthodox Church!

That’s wonderful, and we should 
understand why.

“Be the Bee” is personal. It’s a con-
versation with someone who can look 
you in the eye and share, both clearly 
and powerfully, how God is at work in 
our lives.

“Be the Bee” is honest. It’s a confes-
sion by someone who has been bored in 
Church, and had trouble forgiving, and 
struggled with repeated sins.

“Be the Bee” is practical. It offers 
concrete advice about ways to (for ex-
ample) pray with greater attentiveness, 
and clear guidance ways to overcome 
struggles with laziness and hardness 
of heart. 

“Be the Bee” is participatory.  It 
turns passive viewers into active co-
Liturgists who can do both small things 
(like sharing the video with friends) and 
great things (like seeking out a spiritual 
father or forgiving an enemy) for the life 
of the world.  

“Be the Bee” is communal. No mat-
ter how alone we may feel at school or 
work, a community of supportive and 
caring Orthodox Christians is never 
more than a click away. 

As we enter the fourth year of this ex-
citing project we hope that, through your 
prayer, we’ll continue revealing Christ in 
the lives of the people who watch. 

And we hope the series will give 
us all the encouragement and help we 
need to find God at work in our lives: in 
everything, every day. 

When I graduated seminary in 2013, 
and began working for the Archdiocese, 
I was excited to be entering the difficult 
and exhausting field of youth and young 
adult ministry. 

Though it’s an area we often reserve 
for the least experienced Church work-
ers, it’s one that is both incredibly com-
plex and unbelievably difficult.  

Young people in particular bear 
within them the tensions and challenges 
that permeate our contemporary cul-
ture.  They are shaped by the unspoken 
assumptions we all take for granted, by 
the values and longings and questions 
that shape our secular age.

Our fear, as adults and parents and 
ministry leaders, is often that our kids 
will be corrupted by a decadent culture, 
hostile to the teachings of the Church.

So we scramble to cram their head 
with Orthodox perspective and ideas, 
lessons to lead them through tempta-
tion.  We scramble to give our youth peo-
ple spiritual medicine to inoculate them 
against the sex and drugs they’ll find in 
college, and the atheism that threatens 
to pull them from our parishes.  

Unfortunately, this medicine misdi-
agnoses the problem.  

Our secular age is not one of hos-
tility to spirituality.  Rather, it is one of 
ambivalence and doubt; in an age when 
we can choose to believe anything and 
everything, we are all caught in the cross-
pressure between faith and doubt.

(How we got here is an interesting 
story, though one too long for this short 
article.  If you’re interested in learning 
more about this, please search for the 
video “Making Ministry Better and More 
Christ-Centered.”  It’s available on our 
YouTube channel: youtube.com/y2am.)  

Though we, as Orthodox Christians 
in particular, may believe the same 

things as our predecessors a hundred, 
even a thousand years ago, we do not 
believe those things in the same way.  We 
are all heirs to a disenchanted culture, 
a world where the source of meaning is 
now the self.  We watch movies about 
demons with no fear of possession, 
because we are safely buffered from 
the transcendent. We convert former 
churches into nightclubs without a shred 
of apprehension because, when we de-
cide what is and isn’t sacred, sacrilege 
becomes impossible.  

This is our secular age. And it has 
sunk into our bones more than we may 
want to admit.

On the surface, this may seem to 
make the task of ministry even more 
overwhelming.  If we are all the arbiters 
of truth, if we are all on a quest for self-
discovery and authenticity, then how 
can the Church even begin speaking to 
contemporary people?  

How can we preach the truth when 
people don’t even believe that truth 
exists?

Perhaps, in God’s providence, this 
greatest of challenges is also the greatest 
of opportunities.  

Because, if we are true to the Gos-
pel, we preach more than theological 
principles and religious systems.  Truth 
isn’t a something.  It’s not at it at all.  

Truth is a someone
And in our mercy and patience and 

compassion, in the ways we act for the 
life of the world, people can come to 
know the living Person of Christ before 
they begin to grapple with whether He is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  In our 
relics and myrrh-gushing icons they can 
see a world that is very much enchanted, 
imbued with the very presence of the 
living Lord.

In our fasts and prostrations and 
services they can see that the body is inti-
mately connected with the soul, and that 
our normally buffered selves and pierced 
by compunction and repentance. 

In our secular age, where truth has 
been replaced by authenticity, it has 
never been harder to convince people of 
some abstract, objective the truth. Which 
is why we are fortunate that we preach 
a personal Truth, a Truth Who took on 
flesh and became one of us so we could 
walk with Him in eternity.  

The world is ready for Christ.  Are 
we ready to reveal Christ to the world? 

On the set of “Bee-the-Bee” at Archdiocese headquarters.

Y2AM photo
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Ecumenical Patriarch’s 25 th Anniversary

1. Never too busy to minister to children, His All Holiness 
visits a child at Balukli Hospital in Istanbul. Wherever he 
travels, he seeks out to greet the children of his � ock.

2. Visiting with Pope John Paul II at the Vatican June 28-29, 
2004 on the occasion of the Feast Day of the Roman Catho-
lic Church. The two held several private meetings and issued 
a declaration rea�  rming their commitment to work toward 
the full unity of Christians. They met again on Nov. 27 when 
the Pope returned the relics of St. John Chrysostom and St. 
Gregory the Theologian to the Ecumenical Patriarch in a 
special ecumenical service at St. Peter’s Basilica.

3. Visits President George W. Bush at the White House March 
5, 2002 to discuss the work of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
in ecumenical relations and the issue of the Halki theologi-
cal school.

4. Receives an o�  cial visit from Austrian Foreign Minister 
Ursula Plassnik on April 22, 2008. In her o�  cial statement 
made after the visit, she said, in part, “He has been individu-
ally, as a person, and also from his function contributing 
tirelessly to the dialogue of religions, to better understand-
ing, to a world where people can live without fears…”

5. Travels to the Emirate of Qatar Oct 15-17, 2002, where 
he met with Sheik Hamad Bin Khalia al-Thani to discuss 
interfaith dialogues between monotheistic religions. His 
All Holiness is also interviewed on al-Jazeera TV, a major 
network in the Islamic world.

6. Meets with Palestine Liberation Organization Chairman 
Yassir Arafat during a May 9-15, 1995, visit to Israel where 
he also met with top Israeli o�  cials.

7.  Conducts one of his seven environmental symposia in the 
Arctic, o�  the coast of Greenland, Sept. 6-12, 2007.

8.  On a visit to Iran on a peace mission Jan. 13-15, 2002, 
meets with Iranian Minister of Culture and guidance Ahmad 
Jasjed Jamei. Also meets with Iran’s president, Mohammad 
Katami.

9. Receives German Chancellor Angela Merkel during an 
official visit to Turkey in early October 2006. They held 
a half hour meeting and discussed problems facing the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

10.  Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew accepts the keys to 
St. Nicholas Cathedral from Fidel Castro in Havana, Cuba, 
on his Jan. 21-25 visit to Latin America.

11. Participates in an ecumenical service with Pope Bene-
dict XVI
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Rejoice and give thanks to God

May God Grant Him  
Many and Blessed Years  

for the Glorious 
Continuation 

of His Apostolic Witness 
and Mission

on the 25th Anniversary since the Election and Enthronement of

His All-Holiness Bartholomew
Archbishop of Constantinople New Rome & Ecumenical Patriarch

October 22, 1991
Election of Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew 

by the Holy  
and Sacred Synod

November 2, 1991
Enthronement 
of Ecumenical  

Patriarch Bartholomew

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Geron of America
& the Members of the Holy Eparchial Synod:

His Eminence Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago
His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of Boston

His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver
His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta

His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit
His Eminence Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh

His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco
His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey

ECUMENIC A L PAT R I A RCH’S 25t h A N NIV ER SA RY
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His Eminence  
Archbishop Demetrios 

Geron of America 
the Reverend Clergy & Laity  

of the Direct Archdiocesan District 
celebrate in a spirit of the most 

sincere and deep thankfulness to God 
the 25th Anniversary  

of the Enthronement 
to the Patriarchal Throne of

His All-Holiness 
Bartholomew, 

Archbishop  
of Constantinople  

New Rome & 
Ecumenical Patriarch

who has offered an extraordinary 
patriarchal diakonia to Christ, 
the Leader and Perfecter of our 

faith (Heb. 12:2), and has worked  
unceasingly to bring  

to all the ends of the earth  
the renewing and healing power  

of the Gospel

Εἰς πολλά Εἰς πολλά Εἰς πολλά 
δημιουργικά καί δημιουργικά καί δημιουργικά καί 
εὐλογημένα ἔτη εὐλογημένα ἔτη εὐλογημένα ἔτη 

Δέσποτα!Δέσποτα!Δέσποτα!
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NEW YORK CITY
MANHATTAN

•  Archdiocesan Cathedral  
of the Holy Trinity, New York, NY

•  Annunciation, New York, NY
•  Sts. Anargyroi, New York, NY
•  St. Barbara, New York, NY
•  St. Eleftherios, New York, NY
•  St. George – St. Demetrios, 

New York, NY
•  St. George, New York, NY
•  St. Gerasimos, New York, NY
•  St. John the Baptist, New York, NY
•  St. Nicholas, New York, NY
•  St. Paul Archdiocesan Chapel, 

New York, NY
•  St. Spyridon, New York, NY

BRONX
•  St. Peter the Apostle, Bronx, NY
•  Zoodohos Peghe, Bronx, NY

BROOKLYN
•  Holy Cross, Brooklyn, NY
•  Kimissis tis Theotokou, Brooklyn, NY
•  Sts. Constantine & Helen Cathedral, 

Brooklyn, NY
•  Three Hierarchs, Brooklyn, NY

QUEENS
•  St. Demetrios Cathedral, Astoria, NY
•  St. Catherine–St. George, Astoria, NY
•  Transfiguration, Corona, NY
•  St. Nicholas, Flushing, NY
•  SS. Constantine & Helen, 

Jackson Heights, NY

•  St. Demetrios, Jamaica, NY
•  Holy Cross, Whitestone, NY

STATEN ISLAND
•  Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas, 

Staten Island, NY

LONG ISLAND
•  St. John, Blue Point, NY
•  Holy Resurrection, Brookville, NY
•  St. Paraskevi, Greenlawn, NY
•  St. Paul Cathedral, Hempstead, NY
•  Holy Trinity, Hicksville, NY
•  Kimisis tis Theotokou, Island Park, NY
•  Transfiguration, Mattituck, NY
•  St. Demetrios, Merrick, NY
•  Assumption, Port Jefferson, NY
•  Archangel Michael, Port Washington, NY
•  Kimisis tis Theotokou, Southampton, NY
•  St. Markella, Wantaugh, NY
•  St. Nicholas, West Babylon, NY

WESTCHESTER  
COUNTY

•  Holy Trinity, New Rochelle, NY
•  Church of Our Saviour, Rye, NY
•  Prophet Elias, Yonkers, NY
•  Taxiarchai Chapel  

at St. Michael’s Home, Yonkers, NY

UPSTATE NY
•  St. Sophia, Albany, NY
•  St. Basil Chapel 

at St. Basil Academy, Garrison, NY
•  St. George, Kingston, NY
•  Holy Cross, Middletown, NY

•  St. Nicholas, Newburgh, NY
•  Kimisis tis Theotokou, 

Poughkeepsie, NY
•  St. George, Schenectady, NY
•  St. Basil Church, Troy, NY
•  Sts. Constantine & Helen, 

West Nyack, NY
•  Assumption, Windham, NY

CONNECTICUT
•  Holy Trinity, Bridgeport, CT
•  St. Demetrios, Bristol, CT
•  Assumption, Danbury, CT
•  St. George Cathedral, Hartford, CT
•  St. George, New Britain, CT
•  Saint Basil the Great, New Haven, CT
•  St. George, Norwalk, CT
•  St. Barbara, Orange, CT
•  Annunciation, Stamford, CT
•  Archangels, Stamford, CT
•  Three Hierarchs Chapel, Storrs, CT
•  Holy Trinity, Waterbury, CT

DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA

•  Saint Sophia Cathedral, Washington, DC

MARYLAND
•  Sts. Constantine & Helen 

of Washington DC, Silver Spring, MD

BAHAMAS
•  Annunciation, Nassau, Bahamas

MONASTIC 
COMMUNITIES

•  All Saints Monastery, Calverton, NY
•  St. Nektarios Monastery, Roscoe, NY

Jamaica, NY
Whitestone, NY

STATEN ISLAND

• St. Nicholas, Newburgh, NY
• Kimisis tis Theotokou,

Poughkeepsie, NY
St. George, Schenectady, NY
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On the occasion of the 25th anniversary 
of the Enthronement of His All-
Holiness Bartholomew, Archbishop 
of Constantinople, New Rome and 

Ecumenical Patriarch, as Archpastor of our Mother 
Church, our fervent intercessor before God,  
and prime model of ministry unto the salvation  
of the world, prayers to our Great God  
and Savior Jesus Christ in thanksgiving for  
the years passed and for many years to come,  
with health, perseverance, steadfastness in faith.

His Eminence Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago, 
His Grace Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, 
and the clergy with all the faithful  
of the Holy Metropolis of Chicago.

Εἰς Πολλά Ἔτη Δέσποτα
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PARISHES OF THE HOLY METROPOLIS OF CHICAGO
Annunciation Cathedral, Chicago, Illinois
Saint Athanasios Church, Aurora, Illinois
Assumption Church, Chicago, Illinois
Holy Trinity Church, Chicago, Illinois
Saint Andrew, Church, Chicago, Illinois
Saint Basil Church, Chicago, Illinois
Saint Demetrios Church, Chicago, Illinois
Saint George Church, Chicago, Illinois
Three Hierarchs Church, Champaign, Illinois
Annunciation Church, Decatur, Illinois
Saint George Church, DeKalb, Illinois
Saint John the Baptist Church, Des Plaines, Illinois
Assumption Church, East Moline, Illinois
Saint Sophia Church, Elgin, Illinois
Saint Demetrios Church, Elmhurst, Illinois
Sts. Peter & Paul Church, Glenview, Illinois
Assumption Church, Hegewisch, Illinois
Assumption Church, Homer Glen, Illinois
All Saints Church, Joliet, Illinois
Holy Cross Church, Justice, Illinois
Annunciation Church, Kankakee, Illinois
Saint Demetrios Church, Libertyville, Illinois
Ascension of our Lord Church, Lincolnshire, Illinois
Saint Haralambos & Holy Taxiarhai Church, Niles, Illinois
Saint Nicholas Church, Oak Lawn, Illinois
Saint Nectarios Church, Palatine, Illinois
Saint Spyridon Church, Palos Heights, Illinois
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Palos Hills, Illinois
All Saints Church, Peoria, Illinois

Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Rockford, Illinois
Saint George Church, Rock Island, Illinois
Saint Anthony Church, Springfield, Illinois
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Swansea, Illinois
Holy Apostles Church, Westchester, Illinois
Saint Demetrios Church, Hammond, Indiana
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Merrillville, Indiana
Saint George Church, Schererville, Indiana
Saint Andrew Church, South Bend, Indiana
Saint Iakovos Church, Valparaiso, Indiana
Saint John the Baptist Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Saint George Church, Des Moines, Iowa
Saint Elias the Prophet Church, Dubuque, Iowa
Transfiguration of our Lord Church, Mason City, Iowa
Holy Trinity Church, Sioux City, Iowa
Saint Demetrios Church, Waterloo, Iowa
The Twelve Holy Apostles Church, Duluth, Minnesota
Saint Mary’s Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Sts. Kosmas & Damianos Church, Rochester, Minnesota
Saint George Church, Saint Paul, Minnesota
Saint Luke the Evangelist Church, Columbia, Missouri
Saint Nicholas Church, Saint Louis, Missouri
Assumption Church, Town and Country, Missouri
Holy Trinity Church, Fond Du Lac, Wisconsin
Assumption Church, Madison, Wisconsin
Annunciation Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Kimisis Tis Theotokou Church, Racine, Wisconsin
Saint Spyridon Church, Sheboygan, Wisconsin
Sts. Constantine & Helen Church, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin
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“Let your light  
so shine before men,  

that they may see  
your good works  
and give glory  
to your Father  

who is in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16

His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios
The Metropolis Council

The Metropolis Philoptochos Board
and the Clergy and Laity of the

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Boston

pray that the light  
of Ecumenical  

Patriarch Bartholomew
continue to shine  

throughout the Orthodox world  
for many years!Ph
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Connecticut
Danielson – Holy Trinity
New London – St. Sophia
Norwich – Holy Trinity

Maine
Bangor – St. George
Lewiston – Holy Trinity
Portland – Holy Trinity
Saco – St. Demetrios

Massachusetts
Andover –  Sts. Constantine 

& Helen
Arlington – St. Athanasius
Boston –  Annunciation 

Cathedral
Boston – St. John the Baptist
Braintree – St. Catherine
Brockton – Annunciation
Cambridge –  Sts. Constantine & 

Helen
Centerville – St. George
Chicopee Falls –  Sts. Constantine 

& Helen
 Clinton – St. Nicholas
 Cohasset –  Nativity-Assumption 

of the Virgin Mary
 Dartmouth – St. George

 Dracut –  Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary

 East Longmeadow – St. Luke
 Fall River – St. Demetrios
 Fitchburg – Holy Trinity
 Haverhill –  Holy Apostles/Sts. 

Peter and Paul 
 Holyoke – Holy Trinity
 Ipswich – Assumption
 Lexington – St. Nicholas
 Lowell – Holy Trinity
 Lowell – St. George
 Lowell –  Transfiguration 

of our Saviour
 Lynn – St. George
	 Mansfield	–		St. Gregory  

the Theologian
 Marlboro – Sts. Anargyroi
 Newburyport – Annunciation
 Peabody – St. Vasilios
	 Pittsfield	–	St. George
 Roslindale – St. Nectarios
 Somerville –  Dormition  

of the Virgin Mary
 Southbridge – St. George
	 Springfield	–	St. George
 Watertown – Taxiarchae

 Webster –  Sts. Constantine 
& Helen

 Weston – St. Demetrios
 Woburn – Annunciation
 Worcester –  St. Spyridon 

Cathedral
New Hampshire
 Concord – Holy Trinity
 Dover – Annunciation
 Franklin – Transfiguration
 Keene – St. George
 Laconia – Taxiarchai
 Manchester – Assumption
 Manchester –  St. George 

Cathedral
 Manchester – St. Nicholas
 Nashua – St. Philip
 Newport – St. Vasilios
 Portsmouth – St. Nicholas
 Somersworth – Assumption
Rhode Island
 Cranston – Annunciation
 Newport – St. Spyridon
 Pawtucket - Assumption
Vermont
 Burlington –  Dormiton of the 

Mother of God
 Rutland – St. Nicholas
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His Eminence Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver
togheter with
The Metropolis Council
& The Clergy, Laity, and Monastics
of the Metropolis of Denver
Honor His All–Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
on the occasion of his 25th Anniversary 
on the Ecumenical Throne.

May our loving God continue to guide his 
inspired leadership for many, many years.

“Let the elders who rule well be counted  
of double honor, especially those  

who labor in the word and doctrine.”
-1 Timothy 5:17
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Colorado:
Saints Peter & Paul - Boulder
Archangel Michael - Colorado Springs
Saint John the Baptist - Craig
Assumption of the Theotokos  
Metropolis Cathedral - Denver
Saint Nicholas - Grand Junction
Saint Catherine - Greenwood Village
Saint Spyridon - Loveland
Saint John the Baptist - Pueblo
Prophet Elias Chapel - Hot Sulphur Springs

Idaho:
Saints Constantine & Helen - Boise
Assumption - Pocatello

Kansas:
Saint Dionysios - Overland Park
Holy Trinity - Wichita

Louisiana:
Saint George - Shreveport
Holy Trinity Chapel - Ruston

Missouri:
Annunciation - Kansas City

Montana:
Saints Constantine & Helen - Great Falls
Annunciation - Missoula

Nebraska:
Assumption - Bayard
Annunciation - Lincoln
Saint John the Baptist - Omaha
All Holy Spirit - Omaha

New Mexico:
Saint George - Albuquerque
Saint Elias the Prophet - Santa Fe

Oklahoma:
Saint George - Oklahoma City
Holy Trinity - Tulsa

South Dakota:
Holy Transfiguration - Sioux Falls

Texas:
Saint John the Prodromos - Amarillo
Transfiguration - Austin
Saint Nicholas - Corpus Christi
Holy Trinity - Dallas
Saint Nicholas - El Paso
Saint John the Baptist - Euless
Saint Demetrios - Fort Worth
Assumption - Galveston
Annunciation Cathedral - Houston
Saint Basil the Great - Houston
Saint Andrew - Lubbock
Saint George - Port Arthur
Assumption - San Angelo
Saint Sophia - San Antonio
Saint Nicholas - Waco
Saint John the Theologian - Webster
Holy Cross - Wichita Falls

Utah:
Saint Anna - Cottonwood Heights
Transfiguration - Ogden
Assumption - Price
Holy Trinity Cathedral/Prophet Elias - Salt Lake City

Wyoming:
Holy Trinity - Casper
Holy Apostles - Cheyenne
Saints Constantine & Helen - Cheyenne
Holy Trinity - Rock Springs
Saint George Chapel - Worland

MONASTERIES: 
Holy Archangels 
Greek Orthodox Monastery - Kendalia, Texas
Saint Paraskevi 
Greek Orthodox Monastery - Washington, Texas

Parishes within 
the Metropolis 
of Denver
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His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios
Metropolis of Atlanta Clergy Syndesmos

Metropolis of Atlanta Council
Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos

Metropolis of Atlanta Archons - Order of St. Andrew
Metropolis of Atlanta Youth and Young Adults

Metropolis of Atlanta Sunday School and Greek Cultural Programs
Metropolis of Atlanta Monastic Communities 

& Faithful from the Metropolis of Atlanta Parishes

visit us online at www.atlmetropolis.org

25th Enthronement Anniversary of 
HIS ALL-HOLINESS ECUMENICAL 

PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW
On this joyful occasion, the Metropolis of Atlanta  

would like to thank His All-Holiness  
for his vision and loving leadership of all Orthodox faithful.

This milestone celebrates the many goals and achievements  
sought and gained by His All-Holiness,  

on behalf of Christ’s Holy Church:  
from calling for responsible stewardship of the planet,  

to dialogues with our Christian and Interfaith neighbors,  
as well as the historic Great and Holy Synod.

We humbly pray that we may witness  
what the next 25 years will bring.

Τόν Δεσπότην καὶ Ἀρχιερέα ἡμῶν,  
Κύριε φύλαττε, εἰς πολλὰ ἔτη, Δέσποτα

Preserve, O Lord, our Master and Hierarch.
Many years to you, Master!
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PARISHES, CHAPELS & MONASTERIES 
Annunciation Cathedral 

Atlanta, GA

Annunciation Church 
Ft. Myer, FL

Annunciation Church 
Mobile, AL

Annunciation Church 
North Miami, FL

Annunciation Church 
Pensacola, FL

Annunciation Church 
Winston-Salem, NC

Archangel Michael Church 
Lecanto, FL

Christ the Savior Church 
Bluff City, TN

Christ the Savior Church 
Spring Hill, FL

Dormition of the 
Theotokos Church 

Greensboro, NC

Holy Cross Church 
Macon, GA

Holy Cross-Holy Apostle 
Church 

Greenville, NC

Holy Cross 
Sts. Constantine & Helen 

Church 
Huntsville, AL

Holy Mother of God 
Church 

Tallahassee, FL

Holy Resurrection Church 
Hilton Head, SC

Holy Transfiguration 
Church 

Columbus, GA

Holy Transfiguration 
Church 

Marietta, GA

Holy Trinity Cathedral 
Charlotte, NC 

Holy Trinity Cathedral 
New Orleans, LA

Holy Trinity Church 
Asheville, NC

Holy Trinity Church 
Augusta, GA

Holy Trinity Church 
Baton Rouge, LA

Holy Trinity Church 
Biloxi, MS

Holy Trinity Church 
Charleston, SC

Holy Trinity Church 
Clearwater, FL

Holy Trinity Church 
Columbia, SC

Holy Trinity Church 
Maitland, FL

Holy Trinity Church 
Port Charlotte, FL

Holy Trinity Church 
Raleigh, NC

Holy Trinity Church 
St. Augustine, FL

Holy Trinity-Holy Cross 
Cathedral 

Birmingham, AL

Holy Trinity-St. John 
the Theologian Church 

Jackson, MS

St. Andrew Church 
Miami, FL 

St. Barbara Church 
Durham, NC

St. Barbara Church 
Sarasota, FL

St. Catherine Church 
West Palm Beach, FL

St. Christopher Church 
Peachtree City, GA

St. Demetrios Church 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

St. Demetrios Church 
Daytona Beach, FL

St. Elizabeth Church 
Gainesville, FL

St. George Cathedral 
Greenville, SC

St. George Church 
Hollywood, FL

St. George Church 
Knoxville, TN

St. George Church 
New Port Richey, FL

St. George Church 
High Point, NC

St. John Chrysostom 
Church 

Hobe Sound, FL

St. John the Baptist Church 
Tampa, FL

St. John the Baptist Church 
Myrtle Beach, SC

St. John the Divine Church 
Jacksonville, FL

St. John the Theologian 
Church 

Panama City, FL

St. Katherine Church 
Burlington, NC

St. Katherine Church 
Melbourne, FL 

St. Katherine Church 
Naples, FL

St. Luke Church 
Mooresville, NC

St. Mark Church 
Belleview, Fl

St. Mark Church 
Boca Raton, FL

St. Nektarios Church 
Charlotte, NC

St. Nicholas Cathedral 
Tarpon Springs, FL

St. Nicholas Church 
Spartanburg, SC

St. Nicholas Church 
Wilmington, NC

St. Nicholas Church 
Ft. Pierce, FL

St. Paul Church 
Savannah, GA

St. Philothea Church 
Watkinsville, GA

St. Sophia Cathedral 
Miami, FL

St. Sophia Church 
Winter Haven, FL

St. Stefanos Church 
St. Petersburg, FL

Sts. Constantine 
& Helen Church 

Monroe, GA

Sts. Constantine 
& Helen Church 
Fayetteville, NC

Sts. Markella 
& Demetrios Church 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL

Sts. Raphael, Nicholas 
& Irene Church 
Palm Harbor, FL

Sts. Raphael, Nicholas 
& Irene Church 
Cumming, GA

Transfiguration 
of Our Savior Church 

Florence, SC

St. Athanasios Chapel 
Gulf Shores, AL

Panagio Pammakaristos 
Monastery 

Lawsonville, NC

Annunciation Monastery 
Reddich, FL

Paracletos Monastery 
Abbeville, SC

Panagia Prousiotissa 
Monastery 

Troy, NC

Panagia Vlahernon 
Monastery 
Williston, FL

visit us online at www.atlmetropolis.org
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“Among the first remember, Lord,
our Archbishop and Ecumenical Patriarch 

BARTHOLOMEW;
grant him to Your holy churches in peace,

safety, honor, and health, unto length of days,
rightly teaching the word of Your truth.”
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His EminEncE mEtropolitan savas of pittsburgH,  
along with his Metropolis Council, Reverend Clergy  

and Their Families, Monastics, Parish Councils,  
the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,  

Philoptochos Sisterhoods, Youth, Greek and Catechetical 
Schools, Hellenic Organizations, and Faithful  

of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh.
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Cathedrals 
Parishes  
Missions  

& Monasteries

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Akron, Ohio
St. James Greek Orthodox Mission, Belpre, Ohio
Archangel Michael Greek Orthodox Church, Campbell, Ohio
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Canton, Ohio
St. Haralmbos Greek Orthodox Church, Canton, Ohio
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Cleveland, Ohio
Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Columbus, Ohio
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Lorain, Ohio
Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church, Mansfield, Ohio
Zoodochos Peghe Greek Orthodox Church, Martin Ferry, Ohio
St. George Greek Orthodox Church, Massillon, Ohio
St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church, North Royalton, Ohio
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, Rocky River, Ohio
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Steubenville, Ohio
St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church, Warren, Ohio
St. John the Forerunner Greek Orthodox Church, Youngstown, Ohio
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Youngstown, Ohio
Kimisis Tis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church, Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Altoona, Pennsylvania
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Ambridge, Pennsylvania
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Camp Hill, Pennsylvania
All Saints Greek Orthodox Church, Canonsburg, Pennsylvania
St. Anthony Greek Orthodox Church, Clairton, Pennsylvania
Presentation of Christ (Ypapanti) Greek Orthodox Church, E. Pittsburgh, PA
Evangelismos Greek Orthodox Church, Easton, Pennsylvania
Koimisis Tis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church, Erie, Pennsylvania

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Farrell, Pennsylvania
St. Mary Greek Orthodox Church, Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Transfiguration of our Lord Greek Orthodox Mission, Lititz, Pennsylvania
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, McKeesport, Pennsylvania
St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, Monessen, Pennsylvania
St. George Greek Orthodox Church, New Castle, Pennsylvania
Annunciation of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church, New Kensington, PA
Dormition of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Church, Oakmont, PA
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Sts. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church, Reading, Pennsylvania
St. Matthew Greek Orthodox Church, Reading, Pennsylvania
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Scranton, Pennsylvania
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Church, Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, York, Pennsylvania
St. John Greek Orthodox Church, Charleston, West Virginia
St Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church, Clarksburg, West Virginia
St. George Greek Orthodox Church, Huntington, West Virginia
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church, Morgantown, West Virginia
All Saints Greek Orthodox Church, Weirton, West Virginia
St. John Greek Orthodox Church, Wheeling, West Virginia
St. Gregory Palamas Greek Orthodox Monastery, Perrysville, Ohio
Nativity of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Monastery, Saxonburg, PA
Holy Protection Greek Orthodox Monastery, White Haven, Pennsylvania
Entrance of the Theotokos Greek Orthodox Skete, Perrysville, Ohio
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His Eminence 
Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey
Together with the Reverend Clergy, 
Honorable Archons of the Order 
of St. Andrew of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan 
Council, Parish Councils, Philoptochos 
Sisterhoods, Youth and all devout Orthodox 
Faithful of the Communities of the Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey
Jubilantly exclaim in unison 
and with one heart:

To
His All–Holiness Bartholomew I
Archbishop of Constantinople, 
New Rome and Ecumenical 
Patriarch
Upon the glorious and historic occasion 
of the 25th Anniversary of his Enthronement as 
the Spiritual Leader of Worldwide Orthodoxy

May Almighty God continue to imbue 
His All-Holiness with His enduring peace 
and strength so that he may continue 
to be the visionary Chief Shepherd 
of his global � ock that has distinguished him 
and his Patriarchal Ministry.

Εἰς Πο� ά Ἔτη Δέσποτα

Ἄξιος! - Ἄξιος! - Ἄξιος! 
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St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church
Atlantic City, NJ
St. � omas 
Greek Orthodox Church
Cherry Hill, NJ
St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church
Cli� on, NJ
Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church
Egg Harbor Township, NJ
St. Fanourios 
Greek Orthodox Church
Elizabeth, NJ
Ascension 
Greek Orthodox Church
Fairview, NJ
St. Anna 
Greek Orthodox Church
Flemington, NJ
Kimisis Tis � eotokou 
Greek Orthodox Church
Holmdel, NJ
Evangelismos Tis � eotokou 
Greek Orthodox Church
Jersey City, NJ
St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church
Jersey City, NJ
St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church
North Wildwood, NJ
St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church
Ocean, NJ (Asbury Park)
St. Athanasios
Greek Orthodox Church
Paramus, NJ
St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church
Perth Amboy, NJ
St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church
Piscataway, NJ
St. Andrew 
Greek Orthodox Church
Randolph, NJ
SS. Nicholas,
Constantine & Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church
Roseland, NJ
St. John the � eologian 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Tena� y, NJ

St. Barbara 
Greek Orthodox Church
Toms River, NJ
St. George
Greek Orthodox Church
Trenton, NJ
St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church
Union, NJ
St. Anthony 
Greek Orthodox Church
Vineland, NJ
Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church
West� eld, NJ
St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church
Wycko� , NJ
Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church
Wilmington, DE
St. Luke 
Greek Orthodox Church
Broomall, PA
Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church
Elkins Park, PA
St. Sophia, SS. Faith, 
Hope & Agape
Greek Orthodox Church
Je� ersonville, PA
St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church
Media, PA
Evangelismos 
Greek Orthodox Church
Philadelphia, PA
St. George 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Philadelphia, PA
St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church
Upper Darby, PA
SS. Constantine & Helen 
Greek Orthodox Church
Annapolis, MD
Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Baltimore, MD
St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church
Baltimore, MD
St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church
Baltimore, MD

St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church
Bethesda, MD
SS. Mary Magdalene & Markella
Greek Orthodox Church
Darlington, MD
SS. Peter & Paul 
Greek Orthodox Church
Frederick, MD
St. � eodore 
Greek Orthodox Church
Lanham, MD
St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church
Ocean City, MD
Trans� guration 
Greek Orthodox Church
Charlo� esville, VA
St. Peter 
Greek Orthodox Church
Danville, VA
Greek Orthodox Parish 
of Loudon County
Dulles, VA
St. Katherine 
Greek Orthodox Church
Falls Church, VA
Nativity of the � eotokos
Greek Orthodox Church
Fredericksburg, VA
St. Elpis 
Greek Orthodox Church
Hopewell, VA
St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church
Lynchburg, VA
SS. Constantine & Helen
Greek Orthodox Church
Newport News, VA
Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Norfolk, VA
SS. Constantine & Helen
Greek Orthodox Cathedral
Richmond, VA
Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church
Roanoke, VA
St. Nicholas 
Greek Orthodox Church
Virginia Beach, VA
St. Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church
Williamsburg, VA
Dormition of the Virgin Mary 
Greek Orthodox Church
Winchester, VA
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Εἰς Πολλά Ἔτη Δέσποτα!

Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund, Incorporated
ADVANCING ORTHODOXY AND HELLENISM IN AMERICA

George S. Tsandikos, Chairman
Argyris Vassiliou, Vice Chairman

Kassandra L. Romas, Secretary
Thomas G. Jordan, Treasurer

Paulette Poulos, Executive Director

The Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 
Endowment Fund joins all Orthodox faithful 
and the world community of nations in 
commemorating the 25th Anniversary 

of the Enthronement of the 270th successor
to the � rone of St. Andrew, His All Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.
His All Holiness has been a beacon of light for 
the worldwide Holy Orthodox Church, for all 
Christians and for many faiths, as well as for the 
peoples of the world through his addressing concerns 
on the Environment, Human Rights, Injustice, 
Interfaith Relations and Violence in the name 
of Religion. 
In convening the Holy and Great Council 
of Orthodox Churches in June of 2016, 
His All Holiness conveyed to the world the eternal 
truths of the Orthodox Faith, providing hope, 
peace and love in troubled times.
� ose of us who are his spiritual children 
have grown in our collective witness 
to our Faith under his steadfast leadership 
over the past two and a half decades. 
Truly, God has given us a guiding light for our times. 
Leadership 100 conveys its deepest respect 
and heartfelt gratitude to His All Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. 

ECUMENIC A L PAT R I A RCH’S 25t h A N NIV ER SA RY
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I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, 
that you must support the weak.  

And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
that He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
                                                                                           Acts 20:35

� e faithful stewards of the Ladies Philoptochos Society 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

respectfully extend warmest greetings to 
His All–Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of his Enthronement.

We pray that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
with His abundant grace, bless His All–Holiness 

with many years of good health as he shepherds his � ock 
with spiritual wisdom and continues his worldwide ministry 

guiding our Holy Church in unity and spreading the good news of the Holy Gospel.
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We Join With Orthodox Christians Worldwide 
in Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Your 

Enthronement as Ecumenical Patriarch
Thank You For Your Faithful Leadership.

W
Photo by N. Manginas

ECUMENIC A L PAT R I A RCH’S 25t h A N NIV ER SA RY
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The Supreme President 
Zachariades  

of the Order of Ahepa 
and the entire leadership 
and membership salute  

the 25 years of the 
leadership of

His All–Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch

Bartholomew I.
Ahepa will continue to fight 

for religious freedom  
and the reopening of the 
Halki Theological School.

94 Years of Service to the Community
Often imitated; Never duplicated
The Order of AHEPA Since 1922

AHEPA Headquarters 1909 Q St., NW
Suite 500 Washington, DC 20009

Phone 202.232.6300
Fax 202.232.2140

To join AHEPA, visit: ahepa.org

Ἄξιος! 
Ἄξιος! 
Ἄξιος!

Your All–Holiness,
On the occasion of your 25 years of God-pleasing 

Patriarchal service, the Archdiocesan Cathedral Family 
prays that our Heavenly Father continues to enrich  

your ministry from His treasury of blessings. 

May He grant you many more fruitful and creative years 
of Pastoral leadership in His vineyard, strengthening 

you for all the challenging tasks lying ahead,  
as you lead us in all that is good and praiseworthy.

Many years of life to you!
Εἰς Πολλά Ἔτη Δέσποτα
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Ο πανίερος και πλήρης µεγαλείου, ιστορίας και συµβολισµού

Οικουµενικός και Πρωτοεύθυνος Θρόνος της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας,

ευτύχησε να έχει στην οιακοστροφία του επί εικοσιπέντε αγλαόκαρπα έτη, 

τον Οικουµενικό Πατριάρχη κ. ΒΑΡΘΟΛΟΜΑΙΟ.

Κατά τον ρουν της εικοσιπενταετούς Πατριαρχίας 

απεδείχθη ότι ο Πατριάρχης κ. ΒΑΡΘΟΛΟΜΑΙΟΣ, είναι ο Πατριάρχης 

των οραµατισµών και των διαλόγων, της Θεολογικής εµβρίθειας και 

της ηγετικής αξιοσύνης όπως ανάγλυφα φανερώθηκε κατά την πρόσφατη 

Ιερά και Μεγάλη Σύνοδο στην Κρήτη. Είναι κυριολεκτικά το κόσµηµα

της Ορθοδόξου Εκκλησίας ανά την οικουµένη.

Επιθυµώ να εκφράσω τις προσωπικές µου ευχαριστίες και την ευγνωµοσύνη 

µου διότι εξέλεξε στην Αρχιεπισκοπή Αµερικής, τον Αρχιεπίσκοπο 

κ. ∆ΗΜΗΤΡΙΟ, έναν ιεράρχη «πλήρη χάριτος και αληθείας», µε υψηλή 

θεολογική µόρφωση και πολλή σύνεση.

Πολλά τα έτη σας 

Παναγιώτατε 

Οικουµενικέ 

Πατριάρχη 

της Εκκλησίας 

και του Γένους 

κ. ΒΑΡΘΟΛΟΜΑΙΕ

Μετά βαθυτάτου σεβασµού και ιδιαζούσης τιµής

Στέφανος Τσερπέλης

Άρχων ∆ικαιοφύλαξ του Οικουµενικού Θρόνου 

Μέλος του Εθνικού Συµβουλίου Αρχόντων

Μέλος του Αρχιεπισκοπικού Συµβουλίου
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May 
God 
grant 
you 
many 
more 
years!

Archon Michael and Robin Psaros 
Alexandra, Leo & Marina

ECUMENIC A L PAT R I A RCH’S 25t h A N NIV ER SA RY
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� e Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral of New England
o� ers its heartfelt wishes to His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I

for many years of abundant health and spiritual prosperity.

Εἰς πολλὰ ἔτη, Δέσποτα!
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Father Alexander Karloutsos, Protopresbyter and Father Constantine Lazarakis, Presbyter
along with the Faithful Parishioners of the 

DORMITION OF THE VIRGIN MARY 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE HAMPTONS 

HIS 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOLOMEW 

our worldwide spiritual Father, who this year 

Archbishop of Constantinople–New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch.

WWW.DORMITIONHAMPTONS.ORG

His All-Holiness visiting our Parish
February 14, 2006

ECUMENIC A L PAT R I A RCH’S 25t h A N NIV ER SA RY

Your All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew:
We Join in Celebrating Your 25th Anniversary as Ecumenical Patriarch
May God Grant You Many, Many More Years!

Rev. Fr. Andrew Eugenis, Parish Priest - the Parish Council and the Community of St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church, Ocean/Asbury Park, NJ • www.stgeorgeap.org
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“Οὐχ ὑμεῖς με ἐξελέξασθε, 
ἀλλ’ ἐγὼ ἐξελεξάμην ὑμᾶς, 

καὶ ἔθηκα ὑμᾶς ἵνα ὑμεῖς ὑπάγητε 
καὶ καρπὸν φέρητε, 

καὶ ὁ καρπὸς ὑμῶν μένῃ, 
ἵνα ὅ,τι ἂν αἰτήσητε τὸν πατέρα 

ἐν τῷ ὀνόματί μου, δῷ ὑμῖν”.        
                                    Ιωαν. 15:16

Helen D. Tsintolas
Mino and Fotini Economides 

Randall and Cassandra Johnson 
Efstratios and Suzanne Tsintolas 

Christo� los and Deborah Tsintolas

Εἰς Πολλά  Ἔτη 
Δέσποτα
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Holy Trinity Church 
Egg Harbor Township, NJ

Your All–Holiness 
Thank you for 25 years of inspired leadership! 

ECUMENIC A L PAT R I A RCH’S 25t h A N NIV ER SA RY

www.rizosjewelry.com
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www.HomericTours.com

Congratulations to 
Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew,  
on the 25th Anniversary  

of His Enthronement

A JOURNEY OF FAITH...

NUMBER ONE TO GREECE

www.HomericTours.com

Photo by: N. Manginas

Congratulations
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

on the 25th Anniversary
of Your Enthronement

I have been blessed to have known you since 1972

Arthur & Madeline Anton
North Andover, MA
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Ecumenical Patriarch’s 25 th Anniversary
ECUMENIC A L PAT R I A RCH’S 25t h A N NIV ER SA RY

1.  During his Apostolic Pilgrimage to Israel May 23-27, 2014, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch meets with President Shimon Peres, 
along with other top Israeli and Palestinian leaders.

2. Greets Appeal of Conscience Foundation President Rabbi 
Arthur Schneier during his October 2009 visit to New York at 
the Park East Synogogue where he met with several Jewish 
religious and lay leaders, including former Mayor Ed Koch..

3. With newly installed Pope Francis at the Vatican March 
13, 2013 where they held private meetings.

4. Standing with Metropolitan Kiril, the patriarchal locum 
tenens, at the funeral of Patriarch Aleksy II of Moscow and 
All Russia Dec. 9, 2008. Kiril was later enthroned as the new 
patriarch.

5-6. The Ecumenical Patriarch hosts the seventh environ-
mental symposium in New Orleans, “The Great Mississippi: 
Restoring Balance,” Oct. 21-29, 2009. He also toured the city 
which had been hard-hit by Hurricane Katrina, including the 
Ninth Ward of the city that su� ered extensive losses meeting 
with residents of the neighborhood. 

7. During the Apostolic Pilgrimage between Ecumenical 
Patriarcch Bartholomew and Pope Francis in May 2014, the 
two leaders sign a Common Declaration commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the meeting between Pope Paul VI 
and Patriarch Athenagoras.

8. Receives a visit at the Phanar by Vice President Joe Biden 
on Nov. 16, 2011. They discussed issues including Cyprus, 
His All Holiness’ upcoming visit to the U.S, and security and 
peace in the Balkans and Eastern Mediterranean.

9. A private meeting with President Barack Obama at the 
White House on Nov. 3, 2009. The President had previously 
met the Ecumenical Patriarch on April 7 on an o�  cial visit 
to Turkey. At the Oval O�  ce meeting, they discussed the 
recent environmental symposium and the opening of the 
theological school at Halki.
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Εις Πολλά Έτη Δέσποτα

και υποβάλλουν θερμές 
συγχαρητήριες ευχές

επί τη χαρμοσύνω επετείω  
της αναρρήσεώς του

στον πάνσεπτο 
Οικουμενικό Θρόνο 

Κωνσταντινουπόλεως

Εύχονται εκ μέσης καρδίας
ΣΤΟΝ ΠΑΝΑΓΙΏΤΑΤΟ ΟΙΚΟΥΜΕΝΙΚΟ ΠΑΤΡΙΑΡΧΗ

κ.κ. ΒΑΡΘΟΛΟΜΑΙΟ

22 Οκτωβρίου 1991
Εκλογή του Οικουμενικού Πατριάρχου 

από την Αγία και Ιερά Σύνοδο του 
Οικουμενικού Πατριαρχείου

2 Νοεμβρίου 1991
Ενθρόνιση του Οικουμενικού 

Πατριάρχου Βαρθολομαίου Α΄

Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Γέρων Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος
και οι Σεβασμιώτατοι Αρχιερείς,

μέλη της Ιεράς Επαρχιακής Συνόδου  
της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής

Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Σικάγου κ. Ιάκωβος 
Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Βοστώνης κ. Μεθόδιος 

Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Ντένβερ κ. Ησαΐας 
Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Ατλάντας κ. Αλέξιος 

Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Ντητρόϊτ κ. Νικόλαος 
Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Πιττσβούργου κ. Σάββας 

Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Αγίου Φραγκίσκου κ. Γεράσιμος 
Σεβασμιώτατος Μητροπολίτης Νέας Ιερσέης κ. Ευάγγελος


