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New Deacon ordained
Dr. Anton Vrame, Department of Religious Education 
director was ordained to the diaconate on Sept. 14.
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Construction progressing
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National 
Shrine is becoming a reality.
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Recipients of three Archdiocese-administered scholar-
ship funds.
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Re� ections on the Great Council
Hierarchs re� ect on the Holy and Great Council.
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Oratorical festival texts
Winning speeches of the St. John Chrysostom Oratori-
cal Festival winners.

P. 21Church musicians
National Forum of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians 
observe 40th year.
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One of the massive trees felled by the storm that devastated Ionian Village on Sept. 8. More photos page 32.

† BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s mercy Archbishop 

of Constantinople-New Rome 
and Ecumenical Patriarch 

To the Plenitude of the Church:
Grace, peace and mercy from our Lord, 

God and Savior Jesus Christ,
Maker of all creation

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

In following over many years the 
destructive developments in the world’s 
environment, the Holy and Great Mother 
Church of Christ vigilantly assumed the 
initiative to establish the beginning of each 
ecclesiastical year as a day dedicated to 
God’s creation, inviting all of the Orthodox 
and Christian world to offer prayers and 
supplications to the Maker of all things, in 
thanksgiving for the great gift of creation as 
well as in supplication for its protection and 
safeguarding from every assault, both visible 
from humankind and invisible. Thus, this 
year too, on this auspicious day, from the 
Ecumenical Throne we remind you of the 
need to awaken the conscience of all people 
to the ecological challenges faced today by 
our planet.

The contemporary rapid technological 
progress, together with the potential and 
provision that this offers to the modern 
world, must not disorientate us so as not to 
take into serious consideration the cost of 
each technological enterprise on the natural 
environment and civilization, as well as all 
the related negative consequences, which 
may – and are proven to – be very dangerous 
and destructive for creation and all things 
living on our planet.

Indeed, along with our brother Pri-
mates and Hierarchs of the local holy Or-
thodox Churches, we also proclaimed this 
need during the Holy and Great Council, 
which with God’s blessing we convened 
last June on the great island of Crete under 
our modest presidency, highlighting in its 
Encyclical that “through the contemporary 
development of science and technology, 
our life is changing radically. And what 
brings about a change in the life of man 
demands discernment on his part, since 
apart from significant benefits . . . we are also 
confronted with the negative consequences 
of scientific progress,” including the threat 
to and even the destruction of the natural 
environment.

We need to have constant vigilance, 
information and education in order to un-
derstand clearly the relationship between 
today’s ecological crisis and our human 
passions of greed, materialism, self-cen-
teredness, and rapacity, which result in and 
lead to the current crisis that we face.

Therefore, the only way out of this im-
passe is our return to the original beauty of 

NEW YORK – Ionian Village, the Arch-
diocese’s 35-acre summer camp site in 
the northwestern Peloponnese, sustained 
extensive damage on September 8th, when 
a tornado suddenly ripped through the 
facility, downing more than 600 trees and 
heavily damaging several structures.

The summer programs ended in Au-
gust and no one occupied the site.

In an e-mail interview with Fr. Evagoras 
Constantinides, the camp’s director the 
for past five years, following his arrival in 
Greece to survey the damage, he described 
his initial reaction upon witnessing the 
destruction.

“I was speechless,” he said. “Ionian 
Village has been a part of my life since I 
was 12 years old, and to arrive that first 
day and just see fallen trees everywhere; 

Tornado Rips through Ionian Village
you can’t even see inside the camp, it was 
incomprehensible. I was sad, confused, 
angry, and truly overwhelmed all at the 
same time. Once I walked around and fully 
understood what had happened, it began 
to sink in, and we knew that we had to get 
to work immediately.”

He continued, “Even though the dam-
age is extensive, we are very fortunate that 
we have the entire winter ahead of us to 
do the important work that must be done. 
Without a doubt, it will take us the whole 
winter and spring to complete, and we will 
be running to get everything done, but we 
are confident that Ionian Village will see its 
2017 Summer Camp Sessions.

GOA photo

NEW YORK –The Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation has fulfilled its noble pledge 
of $5 million for the rebuilding of St. 
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine. The announcement was 
made Sept. 21.

Archbishop Demetrios, expressing 
his gratitude to the Niarchos Foundation, 
said: “The Stavros Niarchos Founda-
tion is not simply helping to resurrect a 
church structure but is participating in 
rebuilding a national and global symbol 
that speaks to the people of this country 
about Orthodoxy as a major faith on 
the American landscape, and about the 
universal Hellenic values. The Niarchos 
Foundation, with this donation, supports 
the extraordinary and solemn respon-
sibility of the Greek Orthodox Faith to 

manifest how an act of hatred and vio-
lence can be overcome by an act of love.”

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation 
(www.SNF.org) is one of the world’s lead-
ing private international philanthropic 
organizations, making grants in the areas 
of arts and culture, education, health and 
sports, and social welfare. The Founda-
tion funds organizations and projects 
that are expected to achieve a broad, 
lasting and positive impact for society 
at large, focusing on vulnerable groups 
such as children and the elderly, and 
also exhibit strong leadership and sound 
management. The Foundation also seeks 
actively to support projects that facilitate 
the formation of public-private partner-
ships as an effective means for serving 
public welfare.

Niarchos Foundation Gives $5 Million for St. Nicholas

Great Council final texts
The � nal o�  cially approved English translations of the 
documents from the Holy and Great Council are now posted 
online at the website: www.holyandgreatcouncil.
org/news

September 1, 2016
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Faith Connection

by Fr. Panayiotis Papageorgiou, Ph.D.

Christ’s message to the world spread 
quickly in the first century through the 
work and sacrifice of the Apostles. It was a 
message of hope to a world suffering from 
inequality and abuse, hard labor and sick-
ness and the ultimate death to darkness and 
nothingness.

Christ’s message of the defeat of death 
and the promise of eternal life brought 
hope to the average person and meaning 
to the intellectuals of the time.

The Apostles, following the “Great 
Commission of Christ” (Matt. 28:19-20), 
empowered by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost 
and equipped with both the “message” and 
personal conviction, stood bravely in front 
of tyrants and the learned men of the time 
preaching the power of Christ over death 
and His promise of eternal life.

They moved from town to town pro-
claiming the “Good News” to all who would 
listen, baptizing those who would accept 
the “message” and teaching them how to 
observe those things which Christ had com-
manded them. The Apostles established 
Christian communities which continued to 
proclaim the “Good News”, adding more 
and more members to those who were be-
ing saved (Acts 2:42-47).

The main concern of the Apostles 
and the leaders of the Early Church was 
the salvation of human beings by bringing 
them to the Faith in the Risen Lord and 
attaching them to the Church (the Body 
of Christ). Their life as a community was 
simple, centered around the teaching and 
preaching of the words of Christ and the 
joining together in the “Agape Meals”, the 
Eucharistic dinners where the more afflu-

ent brought food for everyone and they all 
shared in a meal before they received from 
the blessed bread and cup-the Body and 
Blood of Christ.

The Early Christians were character-
ized by the love they had for God and the 
affection and kindness they showed to each 
other. This was a major factor in the growth 
of the Early Church, as people of the sur-
rounding community impressed by the love 
of these Christians joined the ranks of the 
Church as followers of Christ.

As Christians of the 21st century, we 
have much to learn by looking at the Early 
Church. There, we will find how we can live 
authentic Christian lives, not as we desire, 
but as Christ intended for us. From them 
we will learn what made Christianity attrac-
tive to others in the midst of an abusive and 
uncaring society. We will certainly learn 
that the Central Mission of the Parish (the 
Christian community) is to help people dis-
cover Christ’s message and convince them 
to follow His teachings so that they may also 
have eternal life. Our Faith, our life example 
and our love for God and each other will 
be the greatest arguments for fulfilling the 
Mission of the Parish.

The Great Commission of Christ
(Matt. 28:19-20): “Go  therefore  and  make  
disciples of  all  nations, baptizing  them in 
the name of  the Father  and  of  the  Son  
and  of  the  Holy  Spirit, teaching  them  to  
observe  all  that  I have  commanded  to  
you;  and lo, I am with you always, to the 
close of the age. Amen.” 

The Rev. Dr. Papageorgiou is pastor of 
Holy Transfiguration Church in Marietta, 
Ga. He writes and lectures extensively on 
theological themes and issues.

Our Mission Is from Christ Years 
without 
Prayer

How could I do such a thing! God, 
how could I have been so wrong? For 
so many years to pass without praying?

A life full of storms and feverish 
moments without the breath of Your 
contact!

A road fraught with traps, running 
alongside bottomless pits, beneath 
tempests, without seeking Your assis-
tance! What folly this was!

I had forgotten You, Lord. I had 
forgotten my source, my Life. I lived 
as one having no hope in the world.

Day by day the human submitted 
within me. I saw that I was changing 
into a machine, whenever I did not 
become an animal. Horrible!

But You felt compassion for me, 
O Tireless Hunter after souls. You sud-
denly lit certain brilliant lights in the 
darkness. I saw.

I perceived that without You every-
thing is futile and loathsome. Suddenly 
the value and meaning of prayer was re-
vealed to me. Your godly hands parted 
the ash and mud that covered my heart. 
You found the spark. You blew on it 
to fan it. Your breath transformed the 
spark into a flame.

The fire burns again bright inside 
me. I thank You.

But the road is long. I still can’t 
pray, my God. I feel tongue-tied. My 
lips are sealed. I try, but I need Your 
help.

Stretch out Your hand one more 
time. Touch my lips. Break the seals, 
and prayer will gush out like a river 
from my mouth that until now did 
not know how to hold the best words 
for You.

My God, make me a prayerful per-
son. Connect me through prayer with 
my eternal well.

Editor’s note: To help readers 
enhance their prayer life, not only dur-
ing Great Lent but throughout the year, 
the Orthodox Observer will present 
selected prayers by Archbishop Deme-
trios from his recent book “Speaking 
to God.” (Avalable from Holy Cross 
Book Store).
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Orthodox Observer 2016 Deadline Schedule
Note: The following is the tentative deadline schedule for submitting articles 

and photos to the Orthodox Observer for consideration in 2016. In rare instances, 
it may be necessary to change a deadline. If that occurs, the new date will appear 
in red letters. 

Month  Deadline  Highlights
October  Friday, Sept. 30  Ecum. Patriarch’s 25th Anniversary 
November  Friday, Oct 28  Thanksgiving
December  Friday, Nov. 28   Christmas issue † DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Him,

GOA/D. Panagos

EncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclicalEncyclical
Ecclesiastical 

New Year
Day for the Protection 

of  Our Natural 
Environment

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the 
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and 
Members of the Parish Councils of the 
Greek Orthodox Communities, the 
Distinguished Archons of the Ecumen-
ical Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, 
and Church Schools, the Philoptochos 
Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic 
Organizations, and the entire Greek 
Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ,
We give thanks to our merciful 

and holy God for this blessed oppor-
tunity to begin another ecclesiastical 
year, and we anticipate the witness 
of His presence and power in our 
lives and in our worship and work 
of spreading His Gospel. In addition 
to the observance of this day as the 
beginning of a new liturgical cycle, it 
has also been designated by our be-
loved Ecumenical Patriarchate as the 
Day for the Protection of our Natural 
Environment.

The connection of these two ob-
servances is significant in a number 
of ways. First, this is the beginning of 
the agricultural year and the cycle of 
harvesting, tilling, and sowing that is 
essential to our physical existence. 
On this day we affirm very clearly 
the priority of proper stewardship of 
the natural order to provide for the 
physical well-being of all humankind.

Second, this is the beginning of 
our annual observances that connect 
the present with our witness of the 
salvific events of the Incarnation, Pas-
sion, and Resurrection of our Lord. In 
our services throughout this cycle, we 
connect time, space and our natural 
order to the One who created it and 
transcends it as we celebrate and 
experience the power of God’s grace.

Third, as we hear and sing in 
the hymns of this day, it is a day of 
hope in which we share with God’s 
creation the longing for redemption 
(Romans 8:22-23). It is a day leading 
us to dedicate the days and months 
ahead to offering a witness of love, 
justice and peace.

We anticipate the blessings and 
provision of our Creator, and as we 
receive them we will offer thanksgiv-
ing and praise. We gather at the be-
ginning of this ecclesiastical year with 
hearts filled with joy. Our experience 
of an abundant life in Christ leads us 
in our mission to the world–to be His 
voice, to offer the Gospel of truth and 
love, and to guide others to salvation 
and His promise of eternal life.

May you have a blessed ecclesi-
astical new year and feast, making its 
beginning filled with expectations of 
the glorious works and blessings of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Leadership 100 
Attains 1,000 Members
Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 

Endowment Fund Chairman George S. 
Tsandikos announced the organization 
has reached its decades–long goal of 1,000 
memberships. “We are delighted to an-
nounce that Dr. Aristotle Michopoulos, 
professor and chairman of the Classics and 
the Greek Studies Department at Hellenic 
College in Brookline, Mass., is our 1,000th

member. He is one of 30 new members to 
join to date in 2016.”

Tsandikos stated further: “We are truly 
grateful to the great work of our Member-
ship Committee, chaired by Ted Zampetis, 
the dedicated efforts of our Board of Trust-
ees and our members, and the steadfast 
commitment of our Executive Director 
Paulette Poulos, in reaching this historic 
goal. The fact that our 1,000th  member is 
a professor at Hellenic College is of sym-
bolic importance as Hellenic College Holy 
Cross School of Theology has been a major 
recipient of our grants, especially including 
scholarships for seminarians. With such an 
increased membership, we will be able to 
expand our grants.”

Dr. Michopoulos said, “I am proud to 
join this prestigious organization of Chris-
tian stewards, Hellenes and Philhellenes 
who support the ministries of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese and promote and 
advance Orthodoxy and Hellenism.”

Dr. Michopoulos is a graduate of the 
University of Athens and holds an MA de-
gree from the Graduate Center of the City 
University of New York and a PhD from 
Florida State University.

He taught at Florida State University 
and the University of Florida, prior to his ap-
pointment at Hellenic College. From 1995 
to 1996 and from 1997 to 2002, he served 
as dean and acting dean of Hellenic College. 
He has conducted research in Greece and 
the United States with support from the 
Greek Government Foundation, the U.S. 
Department of Education and the Fulbright 
Foundation. He is the author of numerous 
journal articles, books and translations of 
Greek prose and poetry. His research in-
terests revolve around Greek language and 
history and education, especially the Greek 
American scene.

Archons to Honor 
N.Y. Gov. Cuomo

NEW YORK - The Order of St. Andrew, 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
will present this year’s Athenagoras Hu-
man Rights Award to New York Gov. An-
drew Cuomo at the organization’s annual 
banquet Saturday, Oct. 15, at the Marriott 
Marquis hotel.

Gov. Cuomo, a strong advocate for 
religious freedom for the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, was the instrumental person 
in the process of securing an agreement 
with the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey regarding the rebuilding of 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and 
National Shrine at the World Trade Cen-
ter, which was destroyed in the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001.

National Commander Dr. Anthony 
Limberakis noted that, “For Christians 
and non–Christians the world over, Hagia 
Sophia in modern day Istanbul is one of 
the most magnificent edifices in the world. 
Now, with the building of the St. Nicholas 
National Shrine at the World Trade Center, 
the Western Hemisphere will possess its 
own little ‘Hagia Sophia’ as a true witness 
to our Greek Orthodox Faith and our Holy 
Mother Church of Constantinople, as well 
as a symbol of religious freedom whose 
luminance will be seen the world over. 
We owe this to Governor Cuomo who is 
most worthy to receive the Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award.”

Deacon ordination
Archbishop Demetrios, assisted by Metropolitan Methodios of Boston and Archdiocesan Chancellor 
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, ordained Dr. Anton Vrame, director of the Department of Religious 
Education as a deacon during services for the Feast Day of the Holy Cross. The ordination took place 
at the HCHC chapel as part of the school’s name day celebration on Sept. 14. Deacon Anton, also a 
graduate of Holy Cross School of Theology, has been the department director for 10 years. He began 
his career there in 1989 under Ernest Villas. He will be ordained to the priesthood in November and 
will continue as the director and as adjunct professor at HCHC.

GOA/D. Panagos photos

Representing Ecumenical Patriarch
Metropolitan Methodios of Boston led the delegation representing Ecumenical Patriarch Bar-
tholomew for the  Feast Day of Sts. Peter and Paul celebrations at the Vatican on June 29.  He was  
embraced by Pope Francis who addressed the delegation highlighting the roles of the two Saints 
as models of evangelization for all Christians. Metropolitan presented His Holiness with an icon of 
the two saints embracing.

Candidate visits
Gov. Mike Pence of Indiana, the Republican nominee for vice president, paid a brief visit to Archdiocese 
headquarters on Sept. 15 where he met with Archbishop Demetrios. He also received a brie� ng on 
the progress on St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine. He visited with his wife, 
Karen, and daughter Charlotte.

Vito Nicastro/Boston Pilot photo
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Fifteen years ago, 1.5 million tons 
of what had been two office tower 
landmarks symbolizing New York came 
crashing down in flames and smoke fol-
lowing the terrorist attack on the World 
Trade Center.

Two hijacked airliners ruthlessly 
flown into the upper floors of the Twin 
Towers killed nearly 3,000 people, in-
jured more than 6,000 others and buried 
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church on 
Cedar Street.

Total damage was at least $10 billion 
to property and infrastructure and $3 
trillion in total costs

It took nine months to painstakingly 
remove the mounds of debris, including 
some human remains, followed by years 
of transforming the site of the tragedy. A 
deep pit dominated the 16-acre area as 
construction companies began the very 
slow process of preparing and redevelop-
ing the site, shoring up the foundation 
and rebuilding the devastated subway 
lines.

From Vast Devastation 15 Years 
Ago, a New Church Emerges

Jerry Dimitriou & Orthodox Observer photos

 by Jim Golding Parallel to this were years of behind-
the-scenes efforts and legal battles by 
Archdiocese, local and state officials to 
continue the existence of the only house 
of worship destroyed in the attacks.

The successful conclusion of these 
efforts and the construction now in 
progress brings to mind Jesus’ statement 
in John 12:24, that “unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it produces 
much grain.”

The old St. Nicholas Church that 
“died” and fell into the ground on Sept. 
11, 2001, is on the verge of emerging as 
a much greater presence and significance 
as it takes form over the surrounding 
secular landscape.

Already untold thousands of people 
who pass by each day on their way to 
work have become familiar with the story 
of the church and its steady formation.

Many thousands of office workers in 
the surrounding buildings are witnesses 
to the progress being made.

 to page 5

As seen from Green-
wich Street (top): St. Nich-
olas Church rises above 
the surrounding plaza 
and high rises. (above)
Pointing to the entrance: 
On a recent visit to the 
site, Executive Director for 
Administration Jerry Dimi-
triou notes the location 
where the entrance doors 
will be installed. (top left)
The building as seen from 
the north. (left and far 
left) Summer progress: 
Several weeks ago, the site 
bustled with construction 
activity as crews began 
pouring concrete for the 
outer walls and the inte-
rior. (next page, top to 
bottom) Front view: The 
church as seen from Lib-
erty Park. 

A broader view of the 
park, with the church in 
the background, where of-
fice workers can relax dur-
ing lunchtime and tourists 
can take a break. 

Aerial view taken by 
a webcam of the complex 
as it appeared in mid–Sep-
tember.
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During the July 3 opening ceremo-
nies of the National Philoptochos Society 
Biennial Convention, President Maria 
Logus presented Archbishop Demetrios 
with a $100,000 check on behalf of the 
nation’s chapters, which have been 
raising funds for the St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine 
Philoptochos Fundraising Initiative for 
two years. 

This brings the total Philoptochos 
donations to 1,328,400 toward the build-
ing project.

Also present were National Philopto-
chos co-chairs of the fund-raising effort, 
Jennifer Constantin and Arlene Siavelis 
Kehl. Co-Chair Anne Michals could not 
attend.

This donation brings the total 
amount raised by chapters across the 
country to $1,328,400.

On July 6, Jerry Dimitriou, the Arch-
diocese executive director for administra-
tion, spoke to the delegates about the 
building efforts, construction updates, 
and media attention about the church, 
which was truly inspirational.

Mr. Dimitriou and the co-chairs 
expressed a heartfelt thank you to all 
Philoptochos members throughout the 

National President Maria Logus (far right) and Philoptochos Saint Nicholas Fundraising Co-Chairs 
Jennifer Constantin and Arlene Siavelis Kehl present a check for $100,000 to Archbishop Demetrios

Philoptochos Fundraising for 
St. Nicholas Reaches $1,328,400

country for their commitment to this 
initiative. 

Of the $19 million collected thus far 
out of the $38 million pledged.Each con-
vention delegate received a St. Nicholas 
Church and National Shrine pin to wear 
with pride as Philoptochos assists in the 
creation and resurrection of our church 
and spreading the message of Orthodox 
Christianity.

Delegates were also urged to visit 
the Shoppe Philoptochos while at the 
convention or to go online to purchase 
St. Nicholas National Shrine charms for 
the beautiful ladies’ Philoptochos sterling 
silver bracelets as well as elegant men’s 
Philoptochos silk neckties in navy blue 
and ruby wine colors. 

One hundred percent of the pro-
ceeds of sales of these three items benefit 
the St. Nicholas fund-raising initiative.

For information and resources, 
visit: www.philoptochos.org/news/
saintnicholas.

To be part of the St. Nicholas Church 
and National Shrine Philoptochos Fun-
draising Initiative, donate directly to the 
local chapter in your area or your Me-
tropolis Philoptochos and support their 
fundraising activities and events.

 from previous page

One of these is Sophia Arianas, who 
works at the Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey office tower directly 
across Greenwich Street from the new 
St. Nicholas site.

Mrs. Arianas is a member of St. 
Demetrios Church in Merrick, Long Is-

land, for whom her experience on Sept. 
11 and subsequent rebuilding of St. 
Nicholas has great significance.

She was working in her office on the 
67th floor of the North Tower when the 
first airliner crashed into the upper floors 
at 8:46 a.m.  American Airlines Flight 11, a 
Boeing 767, was en route to Los Angeles 
with a crew of 11 and 76 passengers, not 
including five hijackers. 

Minutes later, she remembers some-
one grabbing her and starting the frantic 

escape from the tower which became 
engulfed in flames and collapsed 102 
minutes later.

“I cannot believe I walked out of that 
with my arms and legs intact,” she told the 
Orthodox Observer this Sept. 11, the an-
niversary date.

Since New York was in “lock down” 
with no non-emergency responder vehicles 
allowed to leave or enter Manhattan, So-
phia remembers making her way to the 
waterfront a few blocks away and taking a 
ferry boat across the Hudson to Jersey City, 
N.J., where her mother lived. “I couldn’t go 
elsewhere,” she said.

“Now, I have the best seat in the house, 

to see the church going up, I really do,” she 
said.“Can you believe I’m one of the survi-
vors and I’m back at almost the same spot?”

The entrance to the building where 
her present office is directly across from the 
St. Nicholas site. “It’s beautiful,” she said 
of the new structure and the surrounding 
Liberty Park and Memorial Park. “You can 
see there’s life coming back.”

The photos on these two pages taken 
in mid-summer show the significant prog-
ress being made, with more than a year 
to go before completion. 

As of this writing, the staircases in the 
interior have been completed and more 
work has been done on the exterior.

New Church Site

GOA/D. Panagos photo
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order and economy, of frugality and ascesis, 
which can guide us toward a more careful 
management of the natural environment. 
In fact, the voracious need to satisfy our 
material needs assuredly causes spiritual 
poverty, which in turn culminates in the 
destruction of the environment: “The roots 
of the ecological crisis are spiritual and ethi-
cal, inhering within the heart of each man,” 
as the same Holy and Great Council of the 
Orthodox Church emphasized in address-
ing the contemporary world, adding that 
“the yearning for continuous growth in 
prosperity and an unfettered consumerism 
inevitably lead to a disproportionate use 
and depletion of natural resources.” (See 
the decision of the document “The Mission 
of the Church”)

Accordingly, then, beloved brothers and 
sisters, as we commemorate today the feast 
of St. Symeon the Stylite, that great pillar of 
our Church, whose monument – like other 
wonderful archeological sites in Syria and 
the whole world, such as the famous region 
of ancient Palmyra that are listed among the 
foremost global monuments of our cultural 

heritage – experienced the barbaric conse-
quences of war, we would like to underline 
another equally significant problem, namely 
the cultural crisis, which has also become a 
global issue of our time. After all, environ-
ment and culture are concepts and values 
that are parallel and interconnected. As the 
environment of humankind, the world was 
created through the single-worded divine 
command: “Let there be!”

(See Gen. 1.3, 6, and 14) Later, civili-
zation was created by humanity, endowed 
with rational intellect, which in turn implies 
and imposes a sense of respect toward cul-
ture inasmuch as man is – and is respected 
– as the crown of divine creation.

This is why we regard it as our duty, 
from this Sacred Center of Orthodoxy, 
which retains the unique tradition and 
preserves the broader parameters of our 
cultural legacy and values, to bring to the 
attention of all responsible people – and 
every individual in general – the need to 
protect the global cultural inheritance as 
well, alongside the natural environment; 
for both of these are endangered by climate 
change, military conflict and other similar 
problems throughout the world.
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Pa t r i a r c h a l  I n d i c t i o n

Ecumenical Patriarchate

Bartholomew: Apostle and Visionary 
(ISBN# 97807180868930, $26.99) – the 
first-ever detailed biography of one of 
the world’s foremost Christian leaders, 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew - will 
be released on Oct. 11, 2016, with the W 
Publishing Group, an imprint of Thomas 
Nelson.

The biography includes a foreword 
by the leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Pope Francis.

Patriarch Bartholomew oversees the 
Orthodox Church, which boasts 300 mil-
lion members worldwide. In one of the 
most remarkable tenures of the patriarch-
ate, it has been more than 25 years since 
Bartholomew first accepted this ministe-
rial position, which is considered “first 
among equals” of all Orthodox leaders 
around the world. He is viewed by many 
as a strong, humble leader, who is well-
loved across a wide variety of political 
and religious boundaries.

This book removes the veil that some 
may have placed upon this joyful man of 
God who is anything but mysterious, as 
evidenced by the heartfelt contributions 
to the book from world dignitaries, influ-
encers, and religious leaders that include 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Archbishop 
Rowan Williams, Rabbi David Rosen, 
George Stephanopoulos, Jane Goodall, 
Vice President Joe Biden, Jr., and former 
Vice President Al Gore, Jr.

“This first comprehensive biography 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
will introduce a great contemporary apos-
tle of Christ to generations of people of 
faith and even people of no faith; people 
who will resonate deeply with his pow-
erful message of reconciliation, peace, 
hope, love, and ultimate redemption 
for all God’s creatures,” said Archbishop 
Demetrios.

With unfettered access to church 
files, Bartholomew’s personal notes, 
and the patriarch himself, author John 
Chryssavgis has woven together a picture 
of a man who has longed to serve God, 

First Biography Published 
of Ecumenical Patriarch

BARTHOLOMEW: Apostle and Visionary 
set for release October 11 

by Rev. Dr. John Chryssavgis
Foreword by Pope Francis

Officially sanctioned and supported by the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Pre–order on Amazon
Pre–order on iBooks

Pre–order on Thomas Nelson Publishing

the Church, and the world his entire 
life. Through personal and institutional 
challenges, Bartholomew continues to 
strive toward unity within the Orthodox 
community and build bridges to others. 
It is a task that can be as daunting as it 
is important, as the seat of the church, 
Constantinople (Istanbul), is in the mi-
nority in an increasingly hostile religious 
environment.

“It is truly an honor to publish this 
essential book on such an important and 
humble man,” said Matt Baugher, senior 
vice president of Thomas Nelson and 
Publisher of W Publishing Group. “

We’re eternally grateful to John 
Chryssavgis, who has worked directly 
with the Patriarch in this effort. His depth 
of content has captured this mighty ser-
vant brilliantly. For those in the Ortho-
dox faith, this book will be a treasure. 
For those new to the church, it will be a 
fascinating glimpse into an ancient faith 
that is rapidly growing and providing a 
spiritual compass to many millions of 
believers around the world.”

Thomas Nelson, a division of Harp-
erCollins, is a world-leading provider of 
inspirational content and has been pro-
viding readers with quality life-changing 
products for more than 200 years. 

The publishing group provides mul-
tiple formats of award-winning Bibles, 
books, gift books, cookbooks, curriculum 
and digital content, with distribution of 
its products in more than 100 countries. 
Thomas Nelson is headquartered in 
Nashville.

The Order of St. Andrew, Archons of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate on Aug. 29 
condemned recent attempts to threaten 
the well being of Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate Bartholomew through the posting of 
fraudulent articles online under the name 
of Ambassador Arthur Hughes. Their state-
ment said that Ambassador Hughes had 
nothing to do with their content and has 
been working with the Archons to remove 
such posts and inform others that they are 
not his work.

In mid–August, Oriental Review maga-
zine published online an article titled “Does 
Turkey Need Patriarch Bartholomew?,” at-
tributed to Ambassador Hughes. 

The article described Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew as having close ties 
to Fethullah Gulen, the Turkish religious 
leader (who lives in the US), who Turkish 
President Tayyip Erdogan has accused of 
being the leader of the recent failed military 
coup in Turkey. Following the protest of 
Ambassador Hughes, the article was taken 
down.

On Aug. 17 Euractiv.com published 
a second spurious article by Ambassador 
Hughes, making similar accusations, titled 
“Will Ankara Take Aim at Patriarch Bar-
tholomew?”

National Commander Limberakis 
strongly condemned such efforts on behalf 
of the Order. “Not only are these articles 
fraudulent, they are dangerous attempts 
to disparage His All-Holiness. We call on all 
media outlets to more responsibly confirm 
the source of articles submitted with regard 
to His All-Holiness.” In a letter dated Aug. 

Archons Condemn Article 
Targeting His All–Holiness

30, Ambassador Hughes personally refuted 
the article in a letter to Archbishop Deme-
trios. The entre text of his letter is as follows:

Your Eminence: 
On August 16, 2016, an organization 

known as Oriental Review, www.oriental-
review.org, placed on its website an article 
concerning the Patriarch of Constantinople 
and attributed it to me. I have subsequently 
learned that this article has been submitted 
to other journals.

I can state categorically that I did not 
write this article, contribute it to Oriental 
Review or elsewhere, nor do I have any 
knowledge of the statements alleged in the 
article. Mr. Andrey Fomin, founding editor 
of Oriental Review, has acknowledged by e-
mail that they did not verify whether I in fact 
had sent the article, expressed regret and 
removed it from their website. Despite my 
repeated requests to Mr. Fomin, Oriental 
Review has not posted a statement indi-
cating that the article in question and my 
alleged authorship were indeed a fabrica-
tion. Also, as I have told Mr. Fomin, even a 
cursory check of my work stated on various 
websites would have confirmed that I have 
never been engaged in either Turkish or 
Church matters.

The fabrication and false attribution of 
the article in question are of great concern 
to me. I have consequently conveyed these 
facts to all who have inquired or, without 
proper due diligence, used the article.

Sincerely and with all best wishes,
(Signed)

Arthur H. Hughes
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Archdiocesan Institutions - Philoptochos

 by Barbara Pasalis

Philoptochos Celebrates Its 85th Anniversary 
The Greek Orthodox Ladies Philopto-

chos Society Inc. celebrated its 85th anni-
versary in Nashville, July 3-7 in conjunction 
with its National Biennial Convention.

Over five days, Philoptochos honored 
its past, celebrated its present accomplish-
ments and set a course for its future. 

Philoptochos stewards left the conven-
tion with a wealth of information and ideas, 
inspired and motivated to return to their 
chapters and serve their communities.

Honoring the Past
On Wednesday, July 6, Philoptochos 

celebrated the contributions of the 2016 
AGAPE Award Honorees, nine exceptional 
ladies, one from the Direct Archdiocesan 
District and each of the eight Metropolises, 
who have served their chapters and com-
munities faithfully for decades. AGAPE is an 
acronym for All Generations Accomplishing 
Philanthropic Endeavors. Full biographies 
of these extraordinary women can be found 
on the Philoptochos website at www.
philoptochos.org/news/2016-convention.

During its 85th Anniversary celebration 
on Thursday, the video “You Are the Face of 
Philoptochos” was played. The video traces 
the history of Philoptochos from its found-
ing in 1931 by Archbishop Athenagoras 
through 85 years of service to humanity. 
The video may be viewed at www.philop-
tochos.org/news/videos-podcasts. 

Celebrating Present 
Accomplishments 

At the beginning of her 2014-16 term, 
National President Maria Logus identified 
a return to hands-on philanthropy as a 
primary objective.

She reminds us that often we think 
of charity and philanthropy as being syn-
onymous and interchangeable, but there 
are distinctions. She goes on to say that, 
“Charity is giving; philanthropy is doing. 
Philoptochos has a well-respected reputa-
tion for raising funds for worthy and chal-
lenging causes, but I suggest that we now 
have an opportunity to move back to a 
more tangible, a more hands-on kind of 
philanthropy.” Hence, many Philoptochos 
initiatives now focus on hands-on projects 
where chapters involve their entire parish 
families in their work.

• In response to President Logus’ chal-
lenge in January 2015 to provide 250,000 
meals to hungry souls by the July conven-
tion, it was announced that Philoptochos 
chapters across the nation not only met, 
but exceeded, this challenge by providing 
over 750,000 meals.

• In October 2015, to honor Arch-
bishop Demetrios’s name day, Philoptochos 
chapters across the nation participated in 
National Make-A-Difference Day, working 
with their parish families to conduct service 
projects and perform simple “Acts of Kind-
ness.” More than 4,000 good deeds were 
performed by chapters working collectively 
with their parish families.

2016 Goal: Chapters are challenged 
to offer 8,500 Acts of Kindness in October 
2016 in recognition of Philoptochos 85th 
anniversary and to honor the Archbishop.

• The Philoptochos Leadership Insti-
tute was launched at Convention 2016 to 
ensure the future of Philoptochos by iden-
tifying and developing a network of Christ-
centered servant-leaders who are able to 
adapt to the changing needs of society and 
maintain the organization’s relevance well 
into the future. Two members each will 
be selected from the Direct Archdiocesan 

On June 23, a flash flood hit areas of 
West Virginia and nearby parts of Virginia, 
resulting in 23 deaths. The flooding was the 
result of 8 to 10 inches (200 to 250 mm) of 
rain falling over a 12-hour period.

The deluge tied for seventh among 
deadliest floods in West Virginia history.

Accordingly, in early July following the 
floods, Metropolis of Pittsburgh Philopto-
chos President Crystal Thomas participated 
in a conference call with the West Virginia 
Council of Churches, speaking with rep-
resentatives of the clergy, FEMA and Dan 
Christopulos of IOCC to assess and evalu-
ate damage to determine what assistance 

(� rst row, from left) Metropolitan Damaskinos, Metropolitan Nicholas, Archbishop Demetrios, Metropolitan Ambrosios, Bishop Sevastianos of Zela; 
(second row) Convention Co-Chair Irene Arsoniadis, Ismini Arges, Metropolis of Chicago; Christina Vasilakos, Direct Archdiocesan District; Maria An-
tonakas, Metropolis of New Jersey; Catherine Bibilos, Metropolis of Boston; Elaine Sotiropulos, Metropolis of San Francisco; National President Maria 
Logus, Catherine Stuman, Metropolis of Atlanta; Tessie Lekas, Metropolis of Pittsburgh, Eleni Kyriazis Metropolis of Denver, Diana Dine accepting for 
Nia Cortese, Metropolis of Detroit, Treasurer Martha Stefanidakis,  Third Vice President Jeannie Ranglas and Convention Co-Chair Theone Dickos.

District and the eight Metropolises. More 
information will follow.

• In 2015, National Philopotchos 
disbursed a record-breaking $1,736,748 to 
its Ministry Commitments, Programs and 
Special Projects, nationally and across the 
globe, while it concurrently expanded its 
hands-on philanthropy. As of the conven-
tion, National Philoptochos had disbursed 
$1,627,174 in the first 6½ months of 2016, 
far exceeding 2015 donations in that pe-
riod.

• Research conducted by the Philop-
tochos Leadership Institute revealed that 
with only half of its chapters reporting, 
Philoptochos disbursed over $48 million in 
philanthropy over the past 10 years.

• The Philoptochos Center of Philan-
thropy was purchased in November 2012 
as our permanent new home on 126 E. 37th 
St. The Philoptochos raised $2.1 million in 
cash donations and secured a low-interest 
loan for the remaining $900,000. The 
mortgage was paid off in May 2014, and 
$100,000 was set aside to be maintained 
in an Evergreen fund for emergencies. A 
committee is now hard at work to expand 
the services that Philoptochos will provide 
from our new home.

• The major fundraising event of the 
National Philoptochos, the Children’s Medi-
cal Fund Luncheon, has raised over $3 mil-
lion since its inception in 1989. 

These funds benefit children’s 
hospitals and medical centers as well as 
universities and special programs that 
serve the needs of ill and fragile chil-
dren, along with their families through-
out the United States and in other parts 

of the world.

The Future Faces of Philoptochos
The 2014-16 term has been dedicated 

to a return to hands-on philanthropy with 
the Feeding the Hungry Program and the 
establishment of the Leadership Institute, 
which is charged with the responsibility of 
developing future leaders of Philoptochos. 

Two special guests joined the conven-
tion during the week, inspiring the del-
egates and assuring them that the future of 
Philoptochos is secure.

Miss America addresses delegates
Miss America 2016 Betty Cantrell 

gave a heartfelt speech to the del-
egates about her journey to become 
Miss America, her love of her Greek 
heritage, and especially, her Greek 
Orthodox faith, encouraging all Greek 
young women never to give up on 
their dreams. Miss Cantrell is named 
for her Greek grandmother, Vasiliki. 
She is a member of Holy Cross Church 
in Macon, Ga., where she is an active 
member. Miss Cantrell is the daughter 
of Tassie Cantrell, a long-time member 
of Philoptochos, and she has worked by 
her mother’s side, organizing canned 
food drives for women’s shelters and 
assisting her chapter in raising funds 
for St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine and the Orthodox 
Christian Mission Fund. 

As Miss America, her national 
platform is Healthy Children, Strong 
America. She also serves as the National 
Goodwill Ambassador for the Children’s 

Miracle Network Hospitals.
In December 2015, she cut off her 

beautiful long hair and donated it so that 
a young cancer victim could feel special.

Zoe Charles
Nine year-old Zoe Charles has the 

spirit of a budding philanthropist. Like 
Betty, service is a family tradition for Zoe. 
A native of West Virginia, she observed her 
mother mobilizing a group of neighbors to 
collect clothing, furniture and supplies for 
victims who had lost their homes because 
of the devastating flood. She thought of the 
$20 that her Papou had recently given her 
and said that she thought the victims of the 
flood needed the money more than she. 
Zoe gave the money to her mother to add 
to the collection. After relating her story to 
the delegates, she was applauded with a 
standing ovation and given an “I Am the 
Face of Philoptochos” button to wear. Zoe 
is the granddaughter of Archon H. Steven 
Poulos of N. Canton, Ohio, and the great 
niece of Archdiocese Chancellor Bishop An-
donios of Phasiane; and Eva Denise Poulos 
Cecchini, an executive board member of 
the Metropolis of New Jersey Philoptochos.

Betty and Zoe are the living embodi-
ment of the spirit of Philanthropia. As long 
as there are young women like Betty and 
girls like Zoe, the Philoptochos is assured 
of a long, bright future. As Archbishop 
Demetrios said in the video, You Are the 
Face of Philoptochos, “May God bless the 
Ladies Philoptochos Society to celebrate 
not only 100, not only 200, but why not 
a millennium of years of continuous and 
beautiful service of love?”

W.Va. Flood Victims Get $30,000 in Aid
Philoptochos could provide to help the 
victims. 

The Metropolis Philoptochos immedi-
ately dispatched a $5,000 check to IOCC, 
earmarked for West Virginia Flood Relief. 
In addition, a blast email went out to all 
Philoptochos chapter presidents in the 
Metropolis, requesting them to assemble 
Clean-Up Buckets and Personal Hygiene 
Kits to be delivered to victims throughout 
West Virginia.

A few days later, the Metropolis Philop-
tochos Board requested additional as-
sistance from the National Philoptochos 
Emergency Fund and a $25,000 donation 

was immediately approved and forwarded 
to IOCC to assist with the West Virginia 
Flood Relief effort.

Thus, Philoptochos has provided more 
than $30,000 in relief within the first 10 days 
following the West Virginia floods.

The Philoptochos Society has a long 
tradition of providing immediate assistance 
to victims of disasters around the world, 
from Hurricane Katrina to Hurricane Sandy; 
the fires in California; the floods in Serbia, 
Pakistan, Nashville, and Iowa; the earth-
quakes in Haiti and Nepal; the typhoon 
in the Philippines; and the Asian tsunami.

To donate to the National Philoptochos 
Society Emergency Fund, log on to: http://
bit.ly/1MpMsF3.

GOA/D. Panagos photo
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Archdiocese News

The Scholarships Committee of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
has awarded a record amount of scholarship 
funds for the current academic year 2016-17 
from three scholarship programs.

Gioles Scholarship
The George & Naouma Gioles Scholar-

ship Fund was established in 1997 with a 
generous gift from Marian Gioles in memory 
of her beloved parents, to honor their com-
mitment to the Orthodox faith, their love 
for their Hellenic heritage, and their desire 
to help those who are orphaned or in need. 
Scholarships are awarded annually to Greek 
Orthodox students committed to serious 
study in degree-earning undergraduate pro-
grams at accredited colleges or universities 
in the United States.

To date, the Gioles Scholarship has 
given out an overall total of $175,000 since 
its inception in 1999. Each year, one schol-
arship is reserved for a student pursuing 
studies in journalism and this year’s recipient 
of the journalism scholarship is Christina A. 
Maxouris (Alpharetta, Ga). Ten scholarships 
were also awarded to the following students: 
Christina Eleni Brown (Peabody, Mass.), 
Nikole Ann Gianopoulos (Moreland, Ga.), 
Markela Evangelia Hatzakis (Huntsville, Ala.), 
Christina Lee Kallinosis (Rahway, N.J.), Eleni 
Sophia Marinos (Landisville, Pa), Christo-
pher N. Moraitis (Waterford, Mich.), George 
David Roeber (Forked River, N.J.), Alexander 
Rodriguez Sarantis (Freeland, Mich.), Parris 
Paraskevas Skiouris (Atlanta), and Alanis 
Tziouvalas (San Bernardino, Calif.).

Malta Scholarship
The Katina John Malta Scholarship 

Fund was established in 2002 through a 
generous gift from the estate of Katina John 
Malta, in recognition of the love she had for 
the Church and to honor her desire to help 
others, especially children and youth of the 
Orthodox Christian faith. As a reflection of 
the pan-Orthodox nature of the scholarship 
program, these awards are open to students 
from all the jurisdictions of the Assembly of 
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United 
States of America.

This year, 17 scholarships were granted 

Archdiocese Announces 
Scholarship Programs Recipients

to the following students: Samuel P. Bourne-
lis (Canton, Ohio), Joshua Basil Andruchow 
(Chula Vista, Calif.), Christina Eleni Brown 
(Peabody, Mass.), Roksana A. Chervatyuk 
(San Antonio), Fotis Christoforou (East 
Setauket, N.Y.), Irene Christoforou (East 
Setauket, N.Y.), Eliana Argiro Fragos (Wilm-
ington, N.C.), Nikole Ann Gianopoulos 
(Moreland, Ga.), Markela Evangelia Hatzakis 
(Huntsville, Ala.), Christina Lee Kallino-
sis (Rahway, N.J.), Eleni Sophia Marinos 
(Lancaster, Pa.), Thomas Elliott McBride IV 
(Lawrenceville, Ga.), Christopher N. Moraitis 
(Waterford, Mich.), Vasiliki Motsios (Hud-
son, Fla.), Alexander Rodriguez Sarantis 
(Freeland, Mich.), Parris Paraskevas Skiouris 
(Atlanta), and Basil Johnny Trenham (River-
side, Calif.). 

Paleologos Graduate Scholarship
The Paleologos Graduate Scholarship 

Fund was established in 2007 to assist 
students enrolled in graduate studies lead-
ing to advanced degrees in academic fields 
other than theology. This award is open to 
students from all the jurisdictions of the As-
sembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of 
the United States of America.

Fifteen scholarships were granted to 
the following students: Andrew N. Abboud 
(Troy, Ohio), Maria E. Bartz (Richmond, Va.), 
Melissa A. Christ (Brookline, Mass.), Aristides 
G. Diamant (Bellingham, Wash.), Maria V. 
Exarchakis (Monroe Twp, N.J.), Marianthi 
N. Hatzigeorgiou (Fort Wayne, Ind.), Mark 
P. Huggins, Michael A. Kochis (Coraopolis, 
Pa.), Sophia M. Kon (Waltham, Mass.), 
Alexandra Lardis Lazaridis (Raleigh, N.C.), 
Theothoty Papaioannou (Franklin Square, 
N.Y.), Emmanuel D. Recachinas (Fairfield, 
Conn.), Theresa A. Waseity (Hartville, Ohio), 
Danielle Xanthos (Dix Hills, N.Y.), and Chris 
Apostoleris (Ann Arbor, Mich.).

2017 Scholarships
It is expected that all three of these 

scholarships will once again be available for 
the 2017-18 academic year. Applications will 
be available at the beginning of February 
2017 Archdiocese website, www.goarch.org. 
Applications may also be requested at that 
time by e-mail at scholarships@goarch.org.

CLER GY UPDATE
Ordinations to the Diaconate

Pavlakos, Andrew – Metropolitan Alexios 
of Atlanta – Annunciation Cathedral, At-
lanta, GA 07/09/16
Pappas, Joshua – Bishop Andonios of 
Phasiane – Church of the Archangels, 
Stamford, CT 08/07/16

Ordinations to the Priesthood
Dn. Andrew Pavlakos – Metropolitan 
Alexios of Atlanta – Annunciation Cathe-
dral, Atlanta, GA 07/10/16

Assignments
Fr. Vasileios Tsourlis – Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral, Charlotte, NC 07/01/16
Fr. Andrew Pavlakos – Holy Trinity 
Church, Clearwater, FL 07/11/16
Fr. John Kocolas – Nativity of Christ 
Church, Novato, CA 07/15/16
Fr. Constantine Zozos – Assumption 
Church, Pocatello, ID 07/15/16
Fr. Joseph Collins – Kimisis Tis Theotok-
ou Church, Poughkeepsie, NY 08/01/16
Fr. Michael Gavrilos – St. George Church, 
New Castle, PA 08/01/16
Dn. Joshua Pappas – Archangel Michael 
Church, Port Washington, NY 08/01/16
Dn. Christopher Retelas – St. Anthony 

Church, Pasadena, CA 08/01/16

Title change
Fr. Hector Firoglanis – Annunciation 
Church, Lancaster, PA (from assistant to 
presiding priest) 09/01/16

Appointments
Fr. Alexander Goussetis – Director of the 
Center for Family Care, by Archbishop 
Demetrios of America 09/01/16

Offikia
Fr. Demetrios Sean Govostes – Office of 
Confessor, bestowed by Bishop Deme-
trios of Mokissos 03/28/10
Fr. Jason Houck – Office of Confessor, 
bestowed by Bishop Demetrios of Mokis-
sos 08/21/16

Clergy Deaths
See pages 28-29

Priests on Loan
V. Rev. Fr. Christodoulos Papadeas - 
August 1, (to the Metropolitanate of 
Toronto)

Statue dedication
Archbishop Demetrios o� ers the invocation on Sept. 13 for the dedication of a life-and-a-half scale 
bronze statue for the America’s Response Monument, which honors the United States Special Forces 
who went into Afghanistan following the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center. The Horse 
Solder Statue at Liberty Park in front of One World Trade Center, occupies the exact site where St. 
Nicholas Church once stood before its destruction in the attacks.

John Mindala photo
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HCHC
Rassoforia and Stavroforia

Following the Sept. 13 Vespers service 
for the Feast Day of the Holy Cross, Arch-
bishop Demetrios held the Rassoforia and 
presentation of the Cross of the School 
at Holy Cross Chapel in Brookline, Mass. 
Along with the Archbishop is Bishop An-
donios, chancellor of the Archdiocese and 
HCHC President Fr. Christopher Metropu-
los. The Rassoforia presentation (photo at 
right) is held for the seniors at the start of 
their final year in the School of Theology. 
The presentation of the Cross of the School 
marks the end of the first-year probationary 
period of the HCHC students. At bottom 
are the students who are new to the school.

Rassoforia students
Bryce Buffenbarger, Daniel Christ, 

Gregory Gounardes, Jason Ivey, Nicholas 
Junes, Alexander Limberatos, Nicholas 
Livingston, George Mastakas, Sotirios 
Michalatos, Sebastian Mot, Chrysostom 
Mitchell, David Mynihan, Antonios Pa-
pathanasiou, Jordan Parro, James Peers, 
Ephraim Stefanovic, Seraphim Ramos and  
Christopher Zaferes. Students received 
Archbishop Demetrios’ blessing to wear 
the rasso.

Stavroforia students
Helllenic College

Andrew Bushell, Antonios Constan-
tine, Stavronikitas Damianakis, Jesse 
Kroger, Alexander Malian, Kosmas Morfas, 
Brendan Murphy, Elias Pappas, Anastasis 
Phyrillas, Pavlos Sotirelis, John Syzmkie-
wicz and Anthony Wilson.

Holy Cross
Constantine Alexandrides, Thomas 

Bartz, John Bullock, Paul Colwell, Wil-
liam Damaskos, Alexander Eliades, Con-
stantinos Franck, Justin Glavanovits, 
Jon-Vladmir Howry, Alexander Kamilaris, 
Julian Kollias, Zisis Lapas, Angleo Maginas, 
Nicholas Manuel, Nicholas Mataragas, 
Gabriel McHugh, Nicholas Moutopoulos, 
Antonios Papathanasiou, Simeon Pardalis, 
John Tsikalas and John Zecy.

T o  d o n a t e 
to the St. Nicholas National Shrine, make checks payable to: 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e
M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s : 

G r e e k  O r t h o d o x  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  A m e r i c a , 
8  E a s t  7 9 t h S t . ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  1 0 0 7 5 

 www.s tn i cho laswtc .org

GOA/D. Panagos photos

New students enrolling at HCHC. 

31 09 Newtown Ave. Long Island City, NY 11102
 Tel.: (718) 721-3808 Toll Free: 1-800-223-7880
 Fax: (718) 795-4356 E-mail: info@cloudtours.com

www.cloudtours.com

Specialists in Travel to Greece, Croatia, Portugal, Spain, Canary Islands, Turkey, Israel, Egypt, Cyprus & Jordan
• Tailor made itineraries to any of our unique destinations.• European Honeymoon & Wedding specialists. • European Family Vacations.• Customized European Group Travel.•  Specialists in Greek Orthodox groups to the Holy Land, Constantinople & Greece.

CYPRUS & NOTHERN GREECE: 
Oct. 10-20, 2016 • 11 days/ 9 nights

PILGIRMAGE TO CUBA: 
with visits to St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
Church in Havana: January 13-17, 2017

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGES: 
February 7 - 14, 2017 & October 10 - 18, 2017

JOIN US ON OUR GREEK ORTHODOX 
PILGRIMAGES & CULTURAL TOURS:

Visit us at: www.GreekOrthodoxPilgrimages.com
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Metropolis News

The devastating floods that inundated 
a large part of Louisiana in early August 
that left seven people dead and more than 
60,000 evacuees and 20,000 homeless also 
directly affected Holy Trinity Church in 
Baton Rouge with four parish families be-
ing displaced. The area was spared further 
calamity when Tropical Storm/Hurricane 
Hermine veered northeastward over the 
Gulf of Mexico at the start of September.

In response to the crisis, humanitar-
ian groups and organizations offering 
assistance were the Metropolis of Atlanta 
Philoptochos, the International Orthodox 
Christian Charities and Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral community in New Orleans, which 
was not seriously affected by the rains.

Holy Trinity’s priest, Fr. George 
Wilson, told the Orthodox Observer that 
a special collection was made over two 
Sundays at the Divine Liturgy and 18 pa-
rishioners went to Baton Rouge to help 
with the cleanup. “They took out sheet 
rock, wallboards, insulation, pews and the 
carpets,” Fr. George said. “The church had 
four to five feet of water, but not for more 
than a day,” he said. Repairs will include 
rebuilding the altar.

Metropolis Philoptochos Assists
In a press release Aug. 24, Director of 

Disaster Response and Metropolis of At-
lanta  Philoptochos President Dee Nicolau, 
noted that “Everyone in the community is 
safe, although several have been displaced 
from their homes and have lost many, if 
not all, of their physical belongings. Aid to 
these families continues to be provided by 
the generosity of the Metropolis of Atlanta 
and National Philoptochos chapters.”

On Aug. 21, the parish celebrated its 
first Divine Liturgy on church grounds 
since the floods occurred. The exterior of 
the church is still standing but the inside 
has been badly damaged by the flooding. 
Over the weekend, the interior and exte-
rior of the church were cleaned up, dam-
age assessed and all icons salvaged. The 
community continues to move forward 
with restoration plans.

“I can tell you I feel far better about 
this entire situation than I did when I first 
set foot in the church this past Wednesday 
and saw what we would be dealing with,” 
stated Mike Rood, Holy Trinity’s parish 
council president, “As time goes on, I 

Rains Damage Baton Rouge Parish
know that through the Lord’s guidance, 
our efforts, and with the assistance and 
prayers of our entire Orthodox family that 
we can’t fail.”

To make a donation to Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church in Baton Rouge, 
La. for flooding disaster relief, contact Ms. 
Nicolaou at 813-294-0346 or nicolaou@
msn.com. Checks can be made out to the 
Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos and 
mailed to: Dee Nicolaou, 27242 Breakers 
Dr., Wesley Chapel, FL 33544

IOCC response
IOCC contacted local partners and 

Orthodox Church parishes to deter-
mine the most appropriate emergency 
response. IOCC Emergency Response 
Network members, known as Frontlin-
ers, responded as needs emerged. IOCC 
also contacted Orthodox and ecumenical 
partners, the Red Cross, and other relief 
partners from the Voluntary Organization 
Active in Disaster (VOAD) network to de-
termine the most appropriate response.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with 
those impacted by this latest round of se-
vere weather and the first responders who 
are actively assisting in the ongoing rescue 
efforts,” stated IOCC US Country Repre-
sentative Daniel Christopulos. “IOCC is 
committed to working with our Orthodox 
Church community and local ecumenical 
partners to do our part in helping those 
impacted.”

Tropical storm note
A few days before Tropical Storm/Hur-

ricane Hermine hit northwestern Florida, 
Ms. Nicolaou met with area priests to 
discuss aid efforts that might be needed 
after the storm. She told the Observer in 
early September that one family in New 
Port Richey, parishioners of St. George 
Church, lost their possessions and were 
living in a hotel. She planned to meet with 
them to offer assistance. 

She also reported that a parishioner 
of St. George Church in New Port Richey, 
Erik Papapanos, rescued stranded families 
who were flooded in the New Port Richey 
and Elfers, Fla., over Labor Weekend.

The Metropolis of Atlanta Philopto-
chos Board is working with him to assist 
in planning for any future hurricanes and 
floods in this area.

Holy Cross feast day
HCHC President Rev. Dr. Christopher Metropulos conducts the Blessing of the Holy Cross service follow-
ing the Archierachal Divine Liturgy Sept. 14. Also participating are (from left) Deacon Anton Vrame, 
Deacon Eleftherios Constantine and Archdeacon Evlogios Champas of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem.

GOA/D. Panagos photo



SEPTEMBER 2016 11

 by Fr. John Kalantzis, Captain U.S. Navy

Clergy-Laity Congress
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Archbishop Demetrios
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studies in English
in a new book titled 
THE FATHERS 
INTERPRET

To purchase your copy of 
($15 per copy + $6 S&H) please call 212-774-0244, or email 

THE FATHERS INTERPRET

One of the ways in which the Holy 
Archdiocese of America speaks eloquently 
to the changing world around us is by 
sending priests to serve as military chap-
lains in the United States armed services.

Doing so speaks important mes-
sages. Providing Greek Orthodox priests 
to serve in the military tells America that 
the Archdiocese is a recognized, rel-
evant, and respected contributor to the 
civic well-being of our country and tells 
world Orthodoxy that the Archdiocese 
is an integral part of American society, 
fully, vibrantly engaged in the life of our 
homeland.

It also tells Greek Orthodox Ameri-
cans that all of us are expected to be 
superb citizens, actively participating in 
the American civil discourse.

Providing Greek Orthodox priests to 
serve in the military is not the only way 
the Archdiocese communicates these im-
portant messages, but there is something 
iconic about priests wearing the cloth of 
the nation, bringing together two very 
important elements of our identity: be-
ing Greek Orthodox and being American.

Our Orthodox faith should be the 
most important element of our identity. 
But the harmonious integration of who 
we are is beneficial for its own sake, and 
beyond that, we must account for our 
surroundings to fully and effectively give 
voice to the good news of Christ to the 
changing world in which we live.

The intervening period since our 
last military chaplains’ report saw some 
significant changes. Fr. Milton Gianulis 
who was the senior Orthodox priest on 
active duty, retired from the Navy after 
26 years of honorable service.

The Navy’s loss was the Metropolis 
of New Jersey’s gain, as he is now serving 
as proistamenos of St Demetrios parish 
in Williamsburg, Va.

Our colleague Fr. David Hostetler 
is a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy. His ser-
vice with Marines has been very active, 
celebrating Holy Week last year in the 

Report of the Military Chaplaincy
Mojave Desert, embarking on a ship and 
launching ashore aboard a hover craft. 
While in California, in addition to his 
varied and exciting ministry to Marines, 
he was fully engaged in support of several 
Metropolis of San Francisco initiatives. 
Fr. David recently moved with his pres-
vytera and four sons from California to 
Okinawa, Japan where he serves as a bat-
talion chaplain and as proistamenos of St. 
Nicholas Orthodox Chapel, overlooking 
the vast expanse of the western Pacific.

Priest-chaplains often leave their 
families in these new locations and are 
away for many months at a time, just 
like other members of the armed forces.

Our newest Navy chaplain is Fr. 
Andrew Kearns, whose first assignment 
is at Recruit Training Command, Great 
Lakes, Ill., in Chicago. That is where civil-
ians who have volunteered are trained 
to be sailors. 

It’s a challenging transition, and 
the chaplains there are always busy 
ministering to the recruits and to those 
who train them. It has been reported 
to me by his supervisory chaplain that 
Fr. Andrew is the most highly regarded 
of the many junior chaplains assigned 
there. He spends thousands of hours 
counseling, teaching, and leading wor-
ship. In addition, he is fully engaged and 
contributing to the life of the Metropolis 
of Chicago in many ways.

The Archdiocese has active duty 
chaplains serving in the Army and the 
Air Force as well. Fr. Gabriel Bultz, a 
U.S. Army captain, completed his as-
signment at Fort Drum in New York, 
and is just now starting a year of clinical 
pastoral education in Tacoma, Wash. Fr. 
Chris Moody also is a U.S. Army captain 
and serves as battalion chaplain for 
over 1,200 soldiers in Fort Lee, Va. Fort 
Lee is also a training facility, so he too 
helps young people who are relatively 
new to the armed services adjust to the 
challenges of military life. He is doing 
very well.

Fr. Mathew Streett is a seasoned 
captain in the U.S. Air Force, currently 

The Institutional Chaplaincy of the 
Archdiocese held its first-ever meeting 
at the July Clergy–Laity Congress. It was 
formed about two years ago under its hi-
erarchical overseer Metropolitan Nicholas 
of Detroit.

The Holy Synod established Institu-
tional Chaplaincy to minister to Orthodox 
Christians in various institutions. Institu-
tional chaplains who are clergy are under 
the omophorion of the local presiding 
hierarch, provide the Holy Mysteries to 
Orthodox Christians, and offer a witness 
of the Orthodox Faith to everyone.

Lay Institutional chaplains function 
in a non-sacramental capacity only. They 
are employed at local hospital, prisons, 
hospice, or universities, providing care 
for people by praying, counseling, advis-
ing, reading Scriptures, and teaching the 
Christian Faith.”

Specific requirements are provided 
for a layperson to be endorsed by the 
Archdiocese and can be found on the 
Archdiocese website.

Fr. Bill Bartz, endorsing agent of In-
stitutional Chaplains for the Archdiocese 
led the meeting. Those attending included 

Report of the Institutional Chaplaincy
Frs. Andrew Eugenis; Nick Rafael, both 
police chaplains with the Port Authority 
of New York & New Jersey; John Paizis, 
police chaplain with Fraternal Order 
of Police of Long Island; and Elizabeth 
Hawkins, chaplain with Le Bonheur Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Memphis Tenn.

Elizabeth is the first and currently only 
female chaplain endorsed by the Archdio-
cese, working in a hospital and function-
ing in a non-sacramental capacity only.

Three main goals were identified at 
the meeting:

1) to create a roster of institutional 
chaplains and facilitate contact and col-
laboration amongst our members for per-
sonal, professional and spiritual growth.

2) to identify existing employed and 
volunteer institutional chaplains who are 
not yet on our roster.

3) to promote institutional chaplaincy 
as a career or volunteer path among our 
clergy and lay people to bring the minis-
try, care and love of our Greek Orthodox 
Faith to all persons who are suffering and 
in need. 

Fr. Andrews is pastor of St. George 
Church in St. Paul, Minn., and is a volun-
teer chaplain.

 by Fr. Richard Demetrius Andrews

stationed in Germany. He has been very 
successful there, building the Orthodox 
community, and leading spiritual care 
at the Air Force’s only Deployment 
Transition Center, which teaches criti-
cal resiliency skills to 1,000 Airmen per 
year returning from active combat zones 
helping them adjust to going back home.

In addition to our active duty chap-
lains, three Greek Orthodox priests serve 
in the Reserves and National Guard: Fr. 
Peter Souretsidis, a lieutenant colonel 
in the Air Force, Fr. Kevin Milsaps in the 
Tennessee National Guard, and Fr. Chris 
Flesoras with the Air National Guard.

After a year and a half at Pacific Fleet 
Headquarters I am being reassigned to 

the Pentagon to work for the Chief of 
Chaplains as the Director of Policy and 
Strategic Planning for religious ministry 
in the Department of the Navy.

My colleagues and I in the service 
have had the blessing of being mentored 
and advised by a man who sets the exam-
ple for professionalism and integrity not 
only as a military chaplain but as a priest, 
Fr. Bill Bartz, Captain, U.S. Navy, retired.

Through priests serving as military 
chaplains, the Archdiocese proclaims the 
voice and truth of Christ in the rapidly 
changing world in which we live, even 
to the far reaches of that world, wherever 
members of the American armed forces 
serve.

Informal discussions complemented 
the formal working sessions of the Clergy 
Laity Congress and greatly contributed to 
the spiritual and practical richness of the 
biennial gatherings of the Archdiocese.

The priests and laypersons filled a 
hotel ballroom for the Congress’ open-
ing session the morning of July 4 and 
were inspired by Archbishop Demetrios’ 
keynote address that focused on the 
Congress theme: “You are the Voice of 
Christ in a Changing World.” There fol-
lowed Hierarchal sessions on the theme 
conducted by the eight Metropolitans of 
the Archdiocese.

Archbishop Demetrios’ opening 
speech blended the ideal and the practical, 
and built both spiritual and intellectual 
foundations for his call to action when 
everyone returns home, participants em-
braced Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver’s 

by Constantine S. Sirigos

Notes from the Opening Session
declaration that “I am here to have a 
discussion. Feel free to expand on what 
the Archbishop said,” or on whatever 
they liked.

The Metropolitan spoke about his 
moving experience at the Holy and Great 
Council in Crete and noted much time 
was devoted to the Orthodox diaspora and 
relations with non-Orthodox Churches.

An informed, lively, and moving dis-
cussion then ensued about the reception 
of converts into the GOA which included 
expressions of appreciation for the Greek 
language and ethnic heritage from Greek 
and non-Greeks alike, as well as concerns 
about ethnocentrism.

The issue is complex the Metropolitan 
said. While noting that the GOA is “not 
as ethnic” as most of the other Orthodox 
jurisdictions in America, he acknowledged 
the problem and welcomed the topic.

 to page 26
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Perspectives on the Holy and Great Council

Constantine  S. Sirigos photo

Editor’s note: The work of the Holy and 
Great Council that took place June 19–26 
was a historic milestone in the life of the Or-
thodox Church. The following articles offer 
reflections by some of the participants. In-
cluded is the technological “backstory” that 
enabled the Council to proceed smoothly 
and efficiently with its work and commu-
nicate its message effectively with the rest 
of the world. The articles are written by 
Constantine Sirigos, Special Projects writer 
for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Com-
munications Department and contributor 
to the Orthodox Observer.

CRETE – The Archdiocese’s presence 
at the Holy and Great Council (HGC) in-
cluded administrators who helped make 
the event possible and hierarchs led by 
Archbishop Demetrios who participated 
in the discussions that were the substance 
of the HGC.

The hierarchs included Metropoli-
tans currently serving their rotation as 
members of the Holy and Sacred Synod 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, includ-
ing. Metropolitans Isaiah of Denver, 
Gerasimos of San Francisco, Nicholas 
of Detroit and Alexios of Atlanta. Also 
present were Metropolitan Nikitas of 
Dardanelles, and Bishops Gregory of 
Nyssa and Antony of Hieropolis.

Metropolitans Isaiah, Nikitas and 
Gerasimos reflected on their experi-
ences as Council members and about 
the important aftermath which includes 
communicating and discussing its work 
with clergy and laity.

The hierarchs noted that, although 
rooted in ancient Orthodox tradition, 
the HGC was a completely new reality 
for its more than 300 participants.

Metropolitan Isaiah said that, “until 
recently geopolitical realities made it 
very difficult to bring people together 
in an environment of peacefulness in 
order to understand each other, he 
reminded, and added “I thank God that 
I am here.”

“I have to say that during the last two 
sessions I feel very comfortable saying 
that the Holy Spirit is guiding us because 
I see a very peaceful consensus in regard 
to finding in clarity and what the truth 
is in regard to what these documents 
will say not only for us, the hierarchs, 
but to the people in the outside world,” 
including the non-Orthodox.

The communications process after 
the council is important because it is 
easy for people who are not experts to 
misinterpret the Council’s documents, 
Metropolitan Isaiah said. He believes 
that the Holy Spirit is at work.

Regarding the Ecumenical Move-
ment, Metropolitan Isaiah said 50 years 
ago he began “to notice statements 
made by people about how we who call 
ourselves Christians can come together 
– not to become one church – as far as 
we are concerned we are the One, Holy 
Catholic and Apostolic Church – but to 
work together as Christians.”

After returning to the U.S, Metro-
politan Gerasimos shared some prelimi-
nary thoughts and elaborated upon the 
experience.

“I am still trying to tease out the 
importance of this event... Of course, I 
was blessed and honored to be together 
with so many other hierarchs in this 
historic event. And this is the most cru-
cial point of this gathering: convening 
all together, under the guidance of the 

Hierarchs Reflect on the HGC

by Constantine S. Sirigos

Ecumenical Patriarch and the blessings 
of the Holy Spirit, in order to discuss 
and dialogue about our faith today and 
tomorrow.”

Metropolitan Gerasimos said, “I 
feel that we had a good beginning with 
this Synod, in making ourselves a little 
more opened to others’ opinions and 
ideas...Our journey as the Orthodox 
Church of the 21st century however is 
full of challenges, some of them more 
serious than others. Therefore, the 
substance of this gathering is that it 
is an unprecedented gathering of so 
many different Churches with so many 
different opinions, yet united over the 
One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith!”

“And here is the wonder of this 
Synod,” he continued, “we might have 
differences of opinions in substantive 
matters, but at the end we were able to 
convene together and agree on issues 
that will shape our spiritual lives and 
those that we shepherd throughout 
the world.”

He believes that eventually, the 
success of the Synod, beyond what 
was discussed there, will depend on 
the hierarch rising to the challenge of 
“taking this event and making it real 
throughout the world by implement-
ing our decisions. I pray that our Lord 
will be kind and merciful to us all as we 
begin working for the realization of the 
Synod’s implementation tasks.”

Metropolitan Nikitas, the director 
of the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox 
Institute in Berkeley, Calif., said, “I 
think the first and most important thing 
is to see the wisdom, the guiding hand 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch and the Ec-
umenical Patriarchate, and the courage 
to convene not only this Holy and Great 
Council but to overcome challenges and 
difficulties, the confrontations and dif-
ferent problems - which takes a man of 
thought and vision.”

In addition to the intellectual ca-
pabilities a spiritual leader requires to 
preside over a Council, Metropolitan 
Nikitas noted Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew’s “Compassion, and em-
bracing attitude” that was needed to 
reinforce “the idea of being inclusive 
rather than limiting.”

The Metropolitan used everyday life 
to show that a Council’s challenges are 
not unique: “A family that has a dozen 
children has its own problems at the 
dinner table. Not everyone likes the same 
food, some like salt and others don’t, but 
still they sit together and at that table they 
discuss and talk, - they share – and that’s 
the spirit of this Council.”

He continued, “The Church has a 
space for everyone, and this Council and 
the challenges and the discussions are 
a part of that everyone and everything. 
The question was, are we able to come 
to some conclusions and resolutions, 
some statements? I think we were able 
to because of the wisdom and the vision 
of the Patriarch.”

And because the spirit of the HGC 
will be conveyed to those who were ab-
sent, the process of the reception of the 
decisions of the council, which Fr. John 
Chrysavgiss has said is part and parcel 
of the work of the Council, moves for-
ward and will fuel discussions around 
the world. “Councils are never frozen in 
time. They are ongoing events because 
they are lived by the Community and 
the Church…the decisions are lived, 
and we have to see that and remember 
that,” Metropolitan Nikitas concluded.

CRETE – When the Ecumenical Patri-
arch called for a Holy and Great Council 
in the 21st century, inviting hierarchs from 
all over the world, shepherding the end of 
a 100-year process and securing the space 
was not enough.

Virtually all the hierarchs had laptops 
and cell phones and, while the Holy Spirit 
was the force that brought together the 
Holy and Great Council hierarchs, an IT 
infrastructure was needed to get them 
connected.

Theo Nicolakis, chief information of-
ficer of the Archdiocese, explained that the 
infrastructure had to be built from scratch.

The men and women of the Informa-
tion Technology Department team toiled 
for months to give the hundreds of par-
ticipants a trouble–free experience with 
their own devices and the facilities and 
tools of the HGC.

The Council’s work simply could not 
be disrupted–there was a strict deadline 
for debate, revision, and approval of the 
six major documents it would produce – 
and the international media was watching.

The watchwords were “redundancy, 
redundancy, and redundancy” to protect 
against mechanical failure, failure due to 
heat, and unforeseen failures. In other 
words, failure was not an option.

“We had to make it fault tolerant and 
redundant, which is unheard of here, but 
is typical for the corporate environment 
in the U.S.,” said Nicolakis.

The only technical analog to what 
they accomplished in Greece is the 2004 
Olympics, but an additional challenge 
was there was no recent experience upon 
which to base planning.

“It’s the first time something like this 
had happened in 1,200 years and we had 
to think through how the council was go-
ing to operate – how translations would 
work, how the documents being worked 
on would be shared and show on screen 
in the auditorium in real time. On top of 
that, print copies of the documents had 
to be provided to every member of the 
Council in 10 minutes,” Nikolakis said.

The Department of Internet Ministries 
provided seasoned professionals to run 
websites for the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the HGC, and a separate website for servic-

In Support of the Holy and Great 
(and High–Tech) Council

Members of the Archdiocese Information Technology Team work behind scenes to ensure � awless 
communication during the Council. IT Team (counterclockwise) Niko Kyritsis, Jamil Samara, Theo 
Nicolakis, Meredyth Houpos, George Loukidis, Mario Soulas and Andrew Constantinou

ing the media. They also set up, but did 
not manage the content of, the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate’s press office – three of the 
sites were brand new.

They also broadcast live the opening 
and closing sessions and the press confer-
ences, taking the feed from GOTelecom 
staff led by Nick Furris. A separate segment 
of the network was devoted to that.

“We knew we had an impossible 
scenario. We had about 60 days to have 
an internet connection that didn’t exist, 
and everyone we spoke to said it couldn’t 
be done,” but Nikolakis’ people were 
undaunted. 

Choosing the right strategic partners 
was critical.

“You are on an island in the Mediter-
ranean and there is zero infrastructure,” 
he said, adding that after examining every-
one who had cables coming into Crete, 
they realized the only provider who could 
do the job was OTE.

“We approached the office of the 
CEO, and OTE as an organization em-
braced the technical challenge, but they 
also understood the magnitude of the 
event.”

The other key partner was the Greek 
IT firm Pro4ia, led by its CEO, Sergio 
Deligiannis, which helped with network 
design and security and provided a help 
desk to support hierarchs, staff, and press.

Deligiannis made his initial site visit in 
March to see what was in place and what 
needed to be built - from scratch: new high 
capacity internet connection, firewalls, 
network equipment, and the wiring and 
wi-fi interconnecting everything.

They worked with highly motivated 
Academy staff and electricians to rewire 
the whole place, and for the work to be 
done quickly and to the highest standards.

The analysis included a virtual simu-
lation of the physical environment and 
heat maps that take into account both 
the building materials and locations that 
effect wireless signals and the numbers of 
potential users. It also told them where 
coverage begins and ends.

According to Nicolakis, “this is one of 
the best designed networks in Greece.”

  continued next page
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Perspectives on the Holy and Great Council
IT’S ALL ABOUT THE TEAM

“OTE told us from the start it would 
be very difficult, but we will do everything 
we can to meet your requirements,” 
Nikolakis said, adding “We had several 
meetings with them, and they came back 
with a solution that exactly met what we 
needed.”

OTE had to dig a 1.6 kilometer trench 
for a cable from OTE facilities in Chania 
to the Orthodox Academy of Crete, the 
HGC’s site on the island’s far west coast, 
with a capacity of 1,000 megabits per 
second. That was backed up by a second 
wireless link to Heraklion – delivered 
ahead of schedule.

OTE also put in entire protective layer 
to fight against hacking and intrusions, in 
addition to the HGC’s own security layer.

Many parts of the Academy had no 
data wiring, but its staff helped coordinate 
new installation. To accommodate the ac-
cess points, wiring had to be run through-
out two buildings and large courtyard 
areas, but they also had to build flexibility 
into the system because it was impossible 
to know exactly how everything would 
work at the unique event.

“Even this morning, needs and re-
quirements changed contrary to what we 
he first told,” Nikolakis said, and if we 
hadn’t built the framework we did, we 
would not have been able to adapt.”

He noted, “There were 17 different 
wireless networks across this campus; 
each room had a different network, but we 
needed the same network everywhere so 
people did not continually need to re-log 
on, connecting the whole campus seam-
lessly. You can go from the monastery to 
these buildings to the beach – without 
disconnecting.”

The peak by midweek was “780 con-
current users-devices connecting to the 
network without anyone missing a beat. 
We could also scale up. If an additional 
500 media people showed up, they could 
have been easily accommodated,” he said.

Among the measures of success was 
the 15.5 gigabytes of audio, video, and 
photos from all the official photographers 
and other digital assets for the opening 
session which had to be delivered to the 
world. Andy Constantinou, the internet 
ministry’s graphic designer, could send 
in 30 minutes what in Jerusalem for the 
meeting of Ecumenical Patriarch Barthol-
mew and Pope Francis would have taken 
about four hours.

Logistical Support Vital
The substance of the Holy and Great 

Council (HGC) were the discussions 
among the hierarchs of the Orthodox 
Church, but that monumental spiritual 
event, the likes of which had not been 
seen in 1,200 years, had a material di-
mension that had to be addressed: 21st

century infrastructure had to be imple-
mented, dozens of staffers organized, 
and hundreds of participants housed 
and transported – while the media was 
watching.

From the start it was understood 
that the organizing committee tasked 
by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
and chaired by Metropolitan Emmanuel 
of France and the people they recruited 
had to be top notch. The leadership came 
from the United States with the blessing 
of Archbishop Demetrios.

With Michael Karloutsos as execu-
tive director and Andrew Veniopoulos, 
deputy executive director, the committee 
began to forward in January 2016 and the 
team crossed the late June finish line as 
winners.

“Michael and I thought carefully 
about staffing. In the past we had a core 

group of three or four people but this re-
quired a bigger team,” Veniopoulos said.

They had to plan for up to 1,200 
people, who had to be distributed among 
20 different hotels because Crete would 
be in high tourist season.

Motorcades were needed for 14 
delegations passing with high security 
though narrow streets four times a day.

The physical requirements were 
immense, but they were blessed with 
excellent partners.

“The hotel operators went above and 
beyond. Our committee was responsible 
directly for six hotels and 240 rooms,” 
and while most churches made their own 
arrangements, some asked the committee 
to help them Veniopoulos said.

“You are planning for every scenario 
– what if this group stays late, what if 
another wants to skip a session he said, 
and they basically built their own trans-
portation system of busses and shuttles.

They were also responsible for every-
one’s luggage – the nightmare scenarios 
there are easy to imagine. “And we didn’t 
lose a single person or piece of luggage,” 
he said.

“Everything was about planning and 
it pretty much took over our lives. After 
the logistics and budgeting there were 
other crucial considerations – like Church 
protocol and proper interaction with the 
primates.

“Maria Laladaki, who works for GS 
Travel in Greece, was a godsend,” said 
Veniopoulos. She did as much of ev-
erything as she could from little things 
like ordering flags and office supplies to 
taking care of hotels and travel within 
Greece and procuring vehicles.

Laladakis and her team organized 
more than 100 cars along with Nick 
Spanos, the motorcade director. “We 
set up a system he executed perfectly,” 
Veniopoulos said.

Also highly visible were the 24 semi-
narians from HCHC actively participated 
in and actively contributed to the various 
activities of the Council through the en-
tire week–long event.

Michael and I sat down and worked 
out a schedule and system that ended up 
working very well.

“Even people who had seen us suc-
ceed in the past couldn’t believe it – be-
cause it was seamless.”

Audiovisual expertise was provided 
by Nicholas Petrakis of Podimatas Au-
diovisual, and Veniopoulos said “Angela 
Karageorgou, press officer for the HGC, 
Theo Nikolakis’ IT team “and Nick Fur-
ris, producer and director of GOTelecom 
made us all look good on TV and the 
internet.”

Working with local vendors, Furris 
was producer/director for the live litur-
gies, opening and closing sessions, the 
Mikis Theodorakis concert, Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew’s daily messages 
with Fr. John Chrysavgis, and the daily 
press briefings.

Karageorgou worked with the inter-
national press. “Michael met her a year 
ago. She worked for Antenna TV and 
other news agencies but she was also 
former Greek Prime Minister Andonis Sa-
maras’ press director,” said Veniopoulos, 
who said “She did a wonderful job…they 
all did, and God bless them.”

Karageorgou was equally impressed 
with her colleagues. “It was with great 
pleasure and privilege to have witnessed 
and worked for the HGC as the press of-
ficer. Our team consisted of volunteers, 
members of the clergy and the laity. Ex-
perienced journalists, students as well as 
interpreters worked day and night to sup-
port media representatives from all over 

the world who covered this milestone for 
the Orthodox Church.”

Karageorgou noted that “We experi-
enced a lot of challenging moments, but 
Fr. Alexander Karloutsos, protopresbyter 
of the Ecumencial Patriarchate, supported 
us every single step of the way and advised 
us with kindness.

Michael Karloutsos guided and em-
powered us for months; he comprehend-
ed our needs and put into practice unity 
and hope within our team.”

Archon Alexander Pristos played a 
critical role on the advance team and he 
was in a sense the face of the whole opera-
tion as he was posted at the entrance to 
the auditorium throughout the Council. 
Veniopoulos knew Pritsos was the ideal 
person to be there because his personal 
relationships and knowledge of Church 
protocol helped in the interaction with 
the hierarchs.

“He understood what needed to be 
done. The perfect combination of seri-
ousness and courtesy. It was especially 
important for him to be at the airport. I 
didn’t have to worry about a thing,” said 
Veniopoulos, but he added that “the most 
magnificent of all the things he did, and it 
was exhausting in that 100–degree heat, 
was teach the team of young stewards 
from America. They were all new to this 
and he was a great coach and those guys.” 

Veniopoulos, who is one of the point 
men in the construction of the St. Nicho-
las National Greek Orthodox Shrine at 
Ground zero, was first recruited for im-
portant projects in 1997 by Fr. Karloutsos. 

His career includes working at 
MetLife, political endeavors, and helping 
run the family import business. 

His father’s roots are near Sparta and 
his mother is from Piraeus.

In 1997 he was asked to help with the 
Patriarch Batholomew’s 18-city US tour. ”It 
was his first trip here and I worked directly 
with Fr. Alexander and Michael Karloutsos, 
Alex Pritsos and Lee Gounardes, who until 
about 2009 was responsible for the orga-
nization of such trips for the Archdiocese 
and had served as New York state director 
for Paul Tsongas’ Presidential campaign.”

His nephew, Andrew Gounardes, is 
currently counsel to Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams.

“Lee and Fr. Alex taught me and Mi-
chael all we know about logistics,” he said 
with deep appreciation.

Told the mark of their success at 
the HGC, like that of the IT team, is that 
people barely noticed they were there, 
Veniopoulos replied, “You’re absolutely 
right,” adding that “As long as we had good 
communication with all the Churches and 
among themselves, everything worked 
out well.”

CRETE –  Among the historic ele-
ments of the Holy and Great Council 
(HGC) was the participation of women.

Each delegation was permitted 
to send up to six consultants, and 
among them was Dr. Elizabeth Prodro-
mou, professor of Conflict Resolution 
and Negotiation at Tufts University’s 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy 
in Somerville, Mass. She is also former 
vice chairman of the U.S. Commission of 
International Religious Freedom.

“I am very humbled to have been 
appointed; it is a great honor to enjoy 
the confidence of the Mother Church,” 
she said. 

Prodromou was one of two women 
in the delegation sent by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, along with Gerontisa The-
oxeni from the Chrysopigi monastery 
near Chania.

The Church of Albania, led by Arch-
bishop Anastasios, also had a woman 
among its six advisors, sister Rakela of 
the Monastery of the Myrrh–Bearing 
Women in Durres.

“I was appointed by His All Holi-
ness. In January, he had convened a 
meeting in Constantinople of about 
30 Orthodox scholar-practitioners. We 
were tasked to make presentations 
about the HGC; our group intervention 
asked for a Council that would recog-
nize the fullness of the ecclesial body, 
including priests and laity, which of 
course, would include women.”

Consultants/advisors do not speak 
at the Council, but there were meet-
ings of the delegations where all their 
members can fully participate in open 
discussion.

“That there are women here speaks 
to the visionary leadership of His All 
Holiness is…I would wager that his 
was a position not easily embraced by 
some; after all, consider that we are 
only three women in the entirety of 
all the delegations. He is a leader who 
expresses his commitment to recover-
ing, sustaining, and enlivening the 
fullness of the ecclesial body – to put it 

Council Included Participation by Women
in the vernacular, he practices what he 
preaches,” said Prodromou who added 
that the Patriarch’s inclusion of women 
in the delegation sends an important 
message about women in the life of 
the Church.

And she agrees that by convening 
the HGC even with the regrettable ab-
sence of some Autocephalous Churches 
who had committed to come to the 
HGC, this Council sent a hopeful mes-
sage that Councils at all levels of the 
Church must include laity, with this 
precedent of including women, as well.

Prodromou was deeply moved by 
the way the Council was conducted. 
“What we have experienced these last 
days is the extraordinary possibilities 
flowing from the authenticity of the con-
ciliar approach: the Council unfolded 
with free flowing, highly spirited, im-
passioned discussion about the Church 
as a living Church, and as many have 
emphasized, as a global Church in the 
21st century.”

She noted the inspiring voices of 
what can be understood as Orthodoxy’s 
mission churches –in Albania, the Ameri-
cas, and Africa– who emphasized the 
importance of the Church as a global 
ecclesial  body, moving beyond the 
terminology of diaspora. The Church 
of Cyprus and the Church of Alexandria 
also spoke eloquently, echoing this mes-
sage and mindset of globality. She noted 
that she heard Archbishop Demetrios’ 
reflections as &quot;a compelling en-
capsulation of America as a microcosm 
of the reality of the Orthodox Church 
as a global church, with diversity within 
our unity and within a reality of enor-
mous religious pluralism. 

“It is very important for the Church 
in America, the Assembly of Bishops, 
to be in the forefront of the issues of 
participation of women… in the U.S. 
there exist the sociological and eccle-
sial conditions for the full embrace of 
women and their role in the daily life 
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of the Church,” she said. 
Asked about discussion about the 

female diaconate, Prodromou said this 
was not an issue discussed at the Coun-
cil.  Nevertheless, there is now a trajec-
tory for women to participate in future 
HGCs, and Prodromou emphasized “the 
importance of the Church in America 
committing to the loving, respectful, and 
expansive inclusion of women in the life 
of the Church.”  She added, “We can, we 
must, set an example, without fear or 
hesitation. This is critical for the present, 
and especially, for the future, vitality of all 
of us as Church.Prodromou said that she 
participates in the life of the Church in 
any way that I can and, certainly, in terms 
of my daily life” – which she exercises in 
the context of family life with her hus-
band, Professor, Dr. Alexandros Kyrou, 
and their young daughter Sophia – “and 
through my professional commitments. 

Precedent–Setting Participation by Women
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It’s my Orthodox conscience that informs 
all that I do.”

Prodromou has been very active in 
Washington, D.C., the center of policy 
debates that impact the Orthodox world. 
After completing eight years of diplomatic 
service on the U.S. Commission of Inter-
national Religious Freedom, then, from 
2011–15 she served on the U.S. Secretary 
of State’s Working Group on Religion and 
Foreign Policy. 

She remains active on particular is-
sues related to Christians in the Middle 
East and is working on a number of 
publications. Prodromou co–edited with 
Fr. Nathaniel Symeonides, director of the 
Office of Inter–Orthodox, Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Relations at the Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocese of America, a special 
edition of the prestigious journal The 
Review of Faith and International Affairs, 
dedicated to Orthodox Christianity and 
humanitarianism – the first time an entire 
issue was dedicated to Orthodoxy.

Perspectives on the Holy and Great Council

OCMC

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the 
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks 
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members 
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, 
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, 
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire 
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ,
As we see the tragedy and struggle of 

many people around the world who are 
being expelled from their homelands, 
forced to become refugees, and seeking 
the basic provisions of life, we call to 
remembrance the tragedy and struggles 
of our own heritage.  This month we 
commemorate the 94th anniversary of the 
Asia Minor Catastrophe. In 1922 tens of 
thousands of Greeks in Smyrna fled their 
homes and businesses as these together 
with churches were burned. Many lost 
their lives in the chaos and fires, and the 
remainder became refugees as their an-
cestral lands, livelihoods and well-being 
were taken from them violently.

In recognition of this and many re- † DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of Amer i ca

With paternal love in Him,
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Asia Minor Catastrophe Commemorated

lated tragic events of that era, I ask the 
parishes of our Holy Archdiocese to have 
special observances and memorial services 
on Sunday, Sept. 18. Together, let us re-
member our forbearers who perished and 
commemorate the valor shown by those 
who survived.  Let us honor the memory 
and sacrifice of those who suffered. As 
we are confronted by the crises in our 
contemporary world, let us find strength 
and guidance in our Orthodox faith, just 
as many did in those dark days, placing 
their hope for deliverance and salvation 
in Almighty God.

Through our faith in God and our 
remembrance of our heritage, we are able 
to lead in offering comfort and assistance 
to those in need today.  May the memory 
of our fathers and mothers who demon-
strated great courage in the Asia Minor 
Catastrophe inspire us to offer hope, and 
may our experience of the grace of God 
lead us to show compassion to all.

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla. - The Orthodox 
Christian Mission Center has named the 
following officers on its Board of Direc-
tors.

President is John N. Colis from Sts. 
Peter and Paul Church in Glenview, Ill.

Vice President is Dr. Gayle Woloschak 
, Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church in Palos Park, Ill.

New Officers Named to Board
Secretary is Elizabeth Slanta from 

Sts. Peter and Paul Antiochian Church 
in Arlington, Va., and St. Nicholas OCA 
Cathedral in Washington.

Treasurer is Fr. Scott Ceraphim Mitch-
ell, the visiting priest at Christ the Savior 
Orthodox Mission in Bangor, Maine, rep-
resenting the Bulgarian Diocese as well as 
ROCOR on the Board.
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We rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Through whom we have 
now received our reconciliation. (Ro-
mans 5:11)

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the 
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks 
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members 
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, 
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, 
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire 
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ,
As the Precious and Life–Giving Cross 

is lifted up in our midst on this Feast of 
its Universal Exaltation, we are led to 
contemplate the great offering that was 
made by our Lord Jesus Christ for our 
salvation. On this Cross He died for all, 
so we might live for Him (II Corinthians 
5:15). Through faith in Him, we are a 
new creation, the old has passed away…
as God, through Christ has reconciled us 
to Himself (II Corinthians 5:17-18).

We have been reconciled to God 
through Christ by His grace.  From His 

The Universal Exaltation of the 
Precious and Life-Giving Cross

great love for us, Christ entered our hu-
manity, sharing in it unto death on the 
Cross.  The magnitude of His love for us 
as His creation was revealed through this 
tremendous offering.  In love He acted 
for our sake so that He might restore His 
image within us and renew our commu-
nion with Him. In love He revealed His 
great mercy and offered us forgiveness 
of our sins.

Our reconciliation to God through 
the Cross was an act of great sacrifice.  In 
lifting up the Cross before us, we recog-
nize that an instrument of grace was also 
an instrument of suffering and death.  We 
acknowledge the unfathomable burden 
that was assumed by our Lord as He took 
our sin upon Himself as an unblemished 
offering.

Through His sacrifice we are recon-
ciled to God because we come to the Pre-
cious Cross in faith.  We look upon it, and 
we proclaim the power that was revealed. 
We believe in the mighty act of redemp-
tion that was accomplished by our Lord 
upon the Cross. In faith we repent of our 
sins, receiving God’s grace and seeking to 
be reconciled with our Creator.

As we are reconciled to God through 

GARRISON, N.Y. – The Eastern Or-
thodox Committee on Scouting will hold 
its Northeast Retreat Oct. 8-10 at St. Basil 
Academy.

Theme will be “Spiritual Athletics.”
Several seminarians from HCHC will 

lead the retreat groups.
Events include an opening program, 

confessions, vespers, a campfire program 
with skits, rap sessions for older scouts, 

EOCS Regional Retreat Set for Oct. 8-10
Divine Liturgy in the St. Basil Chapel in 
full uniform and a barbecue.

The EOCS Retreat Committee co-
chairs are Christine Triant-Chrystallot@
msn.com and Peter Hllaris, HilarisPB@aol.
com, 551-486-7489

Retreat host will be Fr. Constantine 
L. Sitaras, director of St. Basil Academy.

EOCS chairman is George N. Boulu-
kos, GeoBou03@aol.com
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Εικόνα καταστροφής στο Ιονικό Χωριό από τους ανεμοστρόβιλους και την κακοκαιρία. 

ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ
Ἔναρξη 

Ἐκκλησιαστικοῦ  Ἔτους 
Ἡμέρα Προστασίας 

τοῦ Φυσικοῦ 
Περιβάλλοντος

GOA photos

Πρός τούς Σεβασμιωτάτους καί 
Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλα-
βεστάτους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς 
Μοναχούς καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους 
καί Μέλη τῶν Συμβουλίων τῶν Ἑλληνορ-
θοδόξων Κοινοτήτων, τῶν Διακεκριμένων 
Ἀρχόντων τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρ-
χείου, τά Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά 
Σχολεῖα, τίς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, 
τήν Νεολαία, τίς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργα-
νώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστεπώνυμον 
πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
Ἀμερικῆς. 

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί 
καί Ἀδελφές ἐν Χριστῷ,
Εὐχαριστοῦμε τόν ἐλεήμονα καί 

ἅγιο Θεό μας γιά τήν εὐλογημένη 
εὐκαιρία πού μᾶς δίδει νά ἀρχίσουμε 
ἀκόμη ἕνα ἐκκλησιαστικό ἔτος καθώς 
προσβλέπουμε στή μαρτυρία τῆς πα-
ρουσίας καί τῆς δυνάμεώς Του στή ζωή 
μας, στή λατρεία μας, καί στό ἔργο τῆς 
διαδόσεως τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου Του. Ἐκτός 
τοῦ ἑορτασμοῦ τῆς ἡμέρας αὐτῆς ὡς 
ἐνάρξεως ἑνός νέου λειτουργικοῦ κύ-
κλου, ἔχει ἐπίσης ἀνακηρυχθῇ ἀπό τό 
Οἰκουμενικό μας Πατριαρχεῖο ὡς Ἡμέρα 
γιά τήν Προστασία τοῦ Φυσικοῦ Περι-
βάλλοντός μας. 

Ἡ σύνδεση αὐτῶν τῶν δύο ἑορ-
τασμῶν εἶναι σημαντική γιά πολλούς 
λόγους. Πρῶτον, ἡ ἡμέρα αὐτή σηματο-
δοτεῖ τήν ἔναρξη τοῦ ἀγροτικοῦ ἔτους 
καί τοῦ κύκλου τῆς συγκομιδῆς, τοῦ 
ὀργώματος καί τῆς σπορᾶς ὁ ὁποῖος 
εἶναι οὐσιαστικός σέ σχέση μέ τή βι-
ολογική ὕπαρξή μας. Τήν ἡμέρα αὐτή 
ἐπικυρώνουμε πολύ καθαρά τήν προτε-
ραιότητα τῆς σωστῆς διαχειρίσεως τῆς 
φυσικῆς τάξεως γιά τήν ἐξασφάλιση τῶν 
ἀγαθῶν γιά τήν εὐημερία ὁλόκληρης τῆς 
ἀνθρωπότητος. 

Δεύτερον, ἡ ἡμέρα αὐτή ἀποτελεῖ 
τήν ἀρχή τῶν ἐτησίων ἑορτασμῶν οἱ 
ὁποῖοι συνδέουν τό παρόν μέ τή μαρτυ-
ρία τῶν σωτηρίων γεγονότων τῆς Σαρ-
κώσεως, τῶν Παθῶν καί τῆς Ἀναστά-
σεως τοῦ Κυρίου μας. Στίς ἀκολουθίες 
μας κατά τή διάρκεια αὐτοῦ τοῦ κύκλου, 
συνδέουμε τό χρόνο, τό χῶρο καί τή 
φυσική τάξη μας μέ Ἐκεῖνον ὁ Ὁποῖος τή 
δημιούργησε καί τήν ὑπερβαίνει καθώς 
ἑορτάζουμε καί βιώνουμε τή δύναμη τῆς 
χάριτος τοῦ Θεοῦ. 

Τρίτον, ἀκούοντας καί ψάλλοντας 
τούς ὕμνους τῆς ἡμέρας αὐτῆς, αἰσθα-
νόμεθα ὅτι πρόκειται περί ἡμέρας ἐλπί-
δος κατά τήν ὁποία μοιραζόμεθα μέ τή 
δημιουργία τοῦ Θεοῦ (Ρωμ 8:22-23) τήν 
ἐπιθυμία γιά σωτηρία. Εἶναι μία ἡμέρα ἡ 
ὁποία μᾶς προσκαλεῖ νά ἀφιερώσουμε 
τίς ἐπερχόμενες ἡμέρες καί τούς μῆνες 

Ανεμοστρόβιλοι και κακοκαιρία προκαλούν
τεράστιες καταστροφές στο Ιονικό Χωριό
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ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ
Παγκόσμια  Ὕψωση 

τοῦ Τιμίου 
καί Ζωοποιοῦ Σταυροῦ

Καυχώμενοι ἐν τῷ Θεῷ 
διά τοῦ Κυρίου ἡμῶν 
Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ, δι’Οὗ 

νῦν τήν καταλλαγήν ἐλάβομεν
(Ρωμ. 5:11)

Πρός τούς Σεβασμιωτάτους καί Θεο-
φιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλαβεστά-
τους Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς Μοναχούς 
καί Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους καί Μέλη 
τῶν Συμβουλίων τῶν Ἑλληνορθοδόξων 
Κοινοτήτων, τῶν Διακεκριμένων Ἀρχό-
ντων τοῦ Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τά 
Ἡμερήσια καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς 
Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, 
τίς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλό-
κληρο τό Χριστεπώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς 
Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀμερικῆς.

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί 
καί Ἀδελφές ἐν Χριστῷ,
Καθώς ὁ Τίμιος καί Ζωοποιός Σταυ-

ρός ὑψοῦται ἀνάμεσά μας τήν ἡμέρα τῆς 
Ἑορτῆς τῆς Παγκοσμίου Ὑψώσεώς Του, 
σκεπτόμεθα τή μεγάλη δωρεά τοῦ Κυ-
ρίου μας Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ γιά τή σωτηρία 
μας. Στόν Σταυρό αὐτόν ὁ Χριστός θυ-
σιάσθηκε ὑπέρ πάντων, ὥστε νά ζήσουμε 
ἐμεῖς (Β’Κορ., 5:15). Μέσα ἀπό τήν πίστη 
μας σ’ Ἐκεῖνον, εἴμεθα καινή κτίσις, καί 
ὅπως σημειώνει ὁ Ἀπόστολος Παῦλος, 
τά ἀρχαῖα παρῆλθεν … τοῦ Θεοῦ, τοῦ 
καταλλάξαντος ἡμᾶς ἑαυτῷ διά Χριστοῦ 
(Β’Κορ., 5:17-18).

Ἔχουμε συμφιλιωθεῖ μέ τόν Θεό 
μέσῳ τοῦ Χριστοῦ διά τῆς χάριτός Του. 
Λόγῳ τῆς μεγάλης ἀγάπης Του γιά μᾶς, ὁ 
Χριστός ἔγινε ἄνθρωπος καί ἐβίωσε τήν 
ἀνθρώπινη κατάσταση μέχρι θανάτου 
ἐπί τοῦ Σταυροῦ. Τό μέγεθος τῆς ἀγάπης 
Του γιά μᾶς, τά δημιουργήματά Του, ἀπο-
καλύφθηκε μέσα ἀπ’ αὐτή τήν τεράστια 
προσφορά. Μέ ἀγάπη γιά μᾶς, ἐνήργησε 
γιά χάρη μας οὕτως ὥστε νά ἀποκατα-
στήσῃ τήν εἰκόνα Του μέσα μας καί νά 
ἀνακαινίσῃ τήν κοινωνία μας μαζί Του. Μέ 
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ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Μετά την πρώτη πληρο-
φόρηση για σοβαρές και εκτεταμένες ζημιές 
από ανεμοστρόβιλους στις εγκαταστάσεις του 
Ιονικού Χωριού στο Βαρθολομιό της Ηλείας, η 
Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής επιβεβαίωσε την 
αμέσως επόμενη ημέρα -9 Σεπτεμβρίου- ότι 
όντως σφοδροί ανεμοστρόβιλοι που κτύπησαν 
την περιοχή του Βαρθολομιού το πρωϊ της Πέ-
μπτης 8 Σεπτεμβρίου, προξένησαν τεράστιες 
καταστροφές στις κατασκηνώσεις του Ιονικού 
Χωριού, σε κτίρια και στο φυσικό περιβάλλον.

Τα καλοκαιρινά προγράμματα του Ιονικού 
Χωριού είχαν ολοκληρωθεί νωρίτερα κατά τη 
διάρκεια του Αυγούστου και ευτυχώς δεν υπήρ-
χαν εκεί κατασκηνωτές ή προσωπικό την ώρα 
της καταστροφής. Όλοι οι εργαζόμενοι στην 
κατασκήνωση συμπεριλαμβανομένης και της 
οικογένειας του επιστάτου Γεωργίου Ναστούλη 
είναι ασφαλείς.

Μόλις έγινε γνωστή η καταστροφή της 
περιοχής από τους πολύ ισχυρούς ανεμοστρό-
βιλους, ο διευθυντής του Ιονικού Χωριού π. 
Ευαγόρας Κωνσταντινίδης μετέβη στην Ελλάδα 
με σκοπό να δει και να εκτιμήσει από κοντά τις 
ζημιές.

Ταυτόχρονα, ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιε-
πίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος, παρέτρυνε 
τους πιστούς της Ι. Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής να 
προσευχηθούν θερμά για όλους εκείνους που 
επλήγησαν από την κακοκαιρία σε όλη την Ελ-
λάδα, αλλά και για το αγαπητό σε όλους Ιονικό 
Χωριό, το οποίο φιλοξένησε χιλιάδες νέους και 
νέες τα τελευταία 46 χρόνια. Η καταστροφή στις 
εγκαταστάσεις είναι εκτεταμένη. Τα κτίρια και οι 
εγκαταστάσεις της κατασκηνώσεως έχουν υπο-
στεί πολλαπλές ζημιές και εκατοντάδες δένδρα 
έχουν ξεριζωθεί. Το γραφικό παρεκκλήσι του 
Αγίου Ιακώβου υπέστη μόνο μικρή εξωτερική ζη-
μιά, αλλά η τοποθεσία γνωστή ως «Τα Πεύκα», 
το δασύλλιο όπου πραγματοποιούνται καθημε-

ρινά οι συγκεντρώσεις των κατασκηνωτών με 
θέμα «Ορθόδοξη Ζωή», έχει ως επί το πλείστον 
καταστραφεί. Υπάρχουν εκτεταμένες καταστρο-
φές σε πολλά σημεία της κατασκηνώσεως όπως 
στην πισίνα, στα καταλύματα και δωμάτια των 
κατασκηνωτών, στην καφετέρια, τραπεζαρία και 
μαγειρεία, στον χώρο απασχόλησης και παιχνι-
διού και στην περιοχή όπου ζούσαν τα κατοικίδια 
ζώα. Η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή βρίσκεται ήδη σε 
συνεννόηση με εργολάβους και μηχανικούς, για 
να αξιολογήσουν την ορατή ζημιά και να ερευ-
νήσουν πιθανά δομικά προβλήματα στα κτίρια.

Η Ιερά Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής ανταποκρι-
νόμενη στο έντονο ενδιαφέρον και στη διάθεση 
προσφοράς εκ μέρους  πολλών κατασκηνωτών 
προηγουμένων ετών, γονέων και πιστών υπο-
στηρικτών του Ιονικού Χωριού, έχει ξεκινήσει 
εκστρατεία συγκέντρωσης χρημάτων για την 
ανακατασκευή του Ιονικού Χωριού. Όλα τα 
ποσά από την οικονομική αυτή εκστρατεία θα 
διατεθούν αμέσως για τον καθαρισμό, επισκευή 
και ανοικοδόμηση των εγκαταστάσεων του 
Ιονικού Χωριού.

Οιαδήποτε προσφορά για την αναστήλω-
ση του Ιονικού χωριού μπορεί να θεωρηθεί ως 
επένδυση σε ένα από τα πιο επιτυχή και ζωτικής 
σημασίας προγράμματα της Αρχιεπισκοπής μας, 
διασφαλίζοντας την μοναδική εμπειρία του Ιονι-
κού Χωριού στις επόμενες γενιές κατασκηνωτών 
και συνεχίζοντας την επί 46 χρόνια εν Χριστώ 
διακονία της Εκκλησίας μας για τη νεολαία.

Οι προσφορές για το ταμείο ανοικοδομή-
σεως και αναστηλώσεως του Ιονικού Χωριού 
μπορούν να γίνονται μέσω διαδικτύου www.
ionianvillage.org/donate ή αποστέλλοντας 
επιταγή στη διεύθυνση Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese/Ionian Village Rebuilding Fund, 8 
East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075

Για να δείτε φωτογραφίες: https://� ic.kr/s/
aHskJfTBUn
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Ἡ συμβολή τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας εἰς ἐπι-
κράτησιν τῆς εἰρήνης, τῆς δικαιοσύνης,τῆς ἐλευθερίας, 
τῆς ἀδελφοσύνης καί τῆς ἀγάπης μεταξύ τῶν λαῶν, καί 
ἄρσιν τῶν φυλετικῶν καί λοιπῶν διακρίσεων.

«Οὕτω γὰρ ἠγάπησεν ὁ Θεός τὸν κόσμον, ὥστε 
τὸν Υἱόν αὐτοῦ τὸν μονογενῆ ἔδωκεν, ἵνα πᾶς ὁ πι-
στεύων εἰς αὐτὸν μὴ ἀπόλυται, ἀλλ’ ἔχει ζωὴν αἰώνιον» 
(Ἰωάν. γ’, 16). Ἡ Ἐκκλησία τοῦ Χριστοῦ ζῇ «ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ», 
ἀλλά δέν εἶναι «ἐκ τοῦ κόσμου» (Ἰωάν. ιζ’, 11 καί 14-15). 
Ὁ Ἐκκλησία ὡς Σῶμα τοῦ σαρκωθέντος Θεοῦ Λόγου 
(Ἰωάννου Χρυσοστόμου, Ὁμιλία πρό τῆς ἐξορίας, β’, 
PG 52, 429) εἶναι ἡ ζῶσα «παρουσία», τό σημεῖον καί ἡ 
εἰκών τῆς Βασιλείας τοῦ Τριαδικοῦ Θεοῦ ἐν τῇ ἱστορίᾳ, 
εὐαγγελιζομένη «καινὴν κτίσιν» (Β’ Κορ. ε’, 17), «καινούς 
οὐρανούς καὶ γῆν καινήν... ἐν οἷς δικαιοσύνη κατοικεῖ» 
(Β’ Πέτρ. γ’, 13). Ἕνα κόσμον, εἰς τόν ὁποῖον ὁ Θεός 
«ἐξαλείψει πᾶν δάκρυον ἐκ τῶν ὀφθαλμῶν αὐτῶν (τῶν 
ἀνθρώπων), καὶ ὁ θάνατος οὐκ ἔσται ἔτι, οὔτε πένθος 
οὔτε κραυγή οὔτε πόνος οὐκ ἔσται ἔτι» (Ἀποκ. κα’, 4-5).

Τήν προσδοκίαν αὐτήν βιώνει ἤδη καί προγεύεται 
ἡ Ἐκκλησία, κατ’ ἐξοχήν ὁσάκις τελεῖ τήν θείαν Εὐχαρι-
στίαν, συνάγουσα «ἐπὶ τὸ αὐτό» (Α’ Κορ. ια’ 11, 20) τά 
διεσκορπισμένα τέκνα τοῦ Θεοῦ (Ἰωάν. ια’, 52) εἰς ἕν 
σῶμα ἄνευ διακρίσεως φυλῆς, φύλου, ἡλικίας, κοινω-
νικῆς ἤ ἄλλης καταστάσεως, ὅπου «οὐκ ἔνι Ἰουδαῖος, 
οὐδέ Ἕλλην, οὐκ ἔνι δοῦλος οὐδὲ ἐλεύθερος, οὐκ ἔνι 
ἄρσεν καὶ θῆλυ» (Γαλ. γ’, 28, πρβλ. Κολ. γ’, 11), εἰς ἕνα 
κόσμον καταλλαγῆς, εἰρήνης καί ἀγάπης.

Τήν πρόγευσιν αὐτήν τῆς «καινῆς κτίσεως», τοῦ 
μεταμορφωμένου κόσμου, βιώνει ἐπίσης ἡ Ἐκκλησία εἰς 
τά πρόσωπα τῶν Ἁγίων της, οἱ ὁποῖοι διά τῆς ἀσκήσεως 
καί τῆς ἀρετῆς των κατέστησαν ἤδη εἰς τήν ζωήν αὐτήν 
εἰκόνες τῆς Βασιλείας τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἀποδεικνύοντες καί 
βεβαιοῦντες τοιουτοτρόπως ὅτι ἡ προσδοκία ἑνός 
κόσμου εἰρήνης, δικαιοσύνης καί ἀγάπης δέν εἶναι 
οὐτοπία, ἀλλά «ἐλπιζομένων ὑπόστασις» (Ἑβρ. ια’, 1), 
δυνατή μέ τήν χάριν τοῦ Θεοῦ καί τόν πνευματικόν 
ἀγῶνα τοῦ ἀνθρώπου.

Ἐμπνεομένη διαρκῶς ἀπό τήν προσδοκίαν καί τήν 
πρόγευσιν αὐτήν τῆς Βασιλείας τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
δέν ἀδιαφορεῖ διά τά προβλήματα τοῦ ἀνθρώπου τῆς 
ἑκάστοτε ἐποχῆς, ἀλλά, ἀντιθέτως, συμμετέχει εἰς τήν 
ἀγωνίαν καί τά ὑπαρξιακά προβλήματά του, αἴρουσα, 
ὅπως ὁ Κύριός της, τήν ὀδύνην καί τάς πληγάς, τάς 
ὁποίας προκαλεῖ τό κακόν εἰς τόν κόσμον καί ἐπιχέουσα, 
ὡς ὁ καλός Σαμαρείτης, ἔλαιον καί οἶνον εἰς τά τραύ-
ματα αὐτοῦ (Λουκ. ι’, 34) διά τοῦ λόγου «τῆς ὑπομονῆς 
καὶ παρακλήσεως» (Ρωμ. ιε’, 4, Ἑβρ. ιγ’, 22) καί διά τῆς 
ἐμπράκτου ἀγάπης. Ὁ λόγος της πρός τόν κόσμον 
ἀποβλέπει πρωτίστως ὄχι εἰς τό νά κρίνῃ καί καταδικάσῃ 
τόν κόσμον (πρβλ. Ἰωάν. γ’, 17 καί ιβ’, 47), ἀλλά εἰς τό 
νά προσφέρῃ εἰς αὐτόν ὡς ὁδηγόν τό Εὐαγγέλιον τῆς 
Βασιλείας τοῦ Θεοῦ, τήν ἐλπίδα καί βεβαιότητα ὅτι τό 
κακόν, ὑπό οἱανδήποτε μορφήν, δέν ἔχει τόν τελευταῖον 
λόγον εἰς τήν ἱστορίαν καί δέν πρέπει νά ἀφεθῇ νά 
κατευθύνῃ τήν πορείαν της.

Ἡ μεταφορά τοῦ μηνύματος τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου 
συμφώνως πρός τήν τελευταίαν ἐντολήν τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
«Πορευθέντες μαθητεύσατε πάντα τὰ ἔθνη, βαπτίζοντες 
αὐτοὺς εἰς τὸ ὄνομα τοῦ Πατρός καὶ τοῦ Υἱοῦ καὶ τοῦ 
Ἁγίου Πνεύματος, διδάσκοντες αὐτοὺς τηρεῖν πάντα 
ὅσα ἐνετειλάμην ὑμῖν» (Ματθ. κη’, 19), ἀποτελεῖ δια-
χρονικήν ἀποστολήν τῆς Ἐκκλησίας. Ἡ ἀποστολή αὐτή 
πρέπει νά ἐκπληροῦται ὄχι ἐπιθετικῶς ἤ διά διαφόρων 
μορφῶν προσηλυτισμοῦ, ἀλλά ἐν ἀγάπῃ, ταπεινοφρο-
σύνῃ καί σεβασμῷ πρός τήν ταυτότητα ἑκάστου ἀνθρώ-
που καί τήν πολιτιστικήν ἰδιαιτερότητα ἑκάστου λαοῦ. 
Εἰς τήν ἱεραποστολικήν αὐτήν προσπάθειαν ὀφείλουν 
νά συμβάλλουν πᾶσαι αἱ Ὀρθόδοξοι Ἐκκλησίαι.

Ἀντλοῦσα ἀπό τάς ἀρχάς αὐτάς καί ἀπό τήν ὅλην 
ἐμπειρίαν καί διδασκαλίαν τῆς πατερικῆς, λειτουργικῆς 
καί ἀσκητικῆς της παραδόσεως, ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία 
συμμετέχει εἰς τόν προβληματισμόν καί τήν ἀγωνίαν τοῦ 
συγχρόνου ἀνθρώπου ὡς πρός θεμελιώδη ὑπαρξιακά 
ζητήματα, τά ὁποῖα ἀπασχολοῦν τόν σύγχρονον κόσμον, 
ἐπιθυμοῦσα νά συμβάλῃ εἰς τήν ἀντιμετώπισίν των, 
ὥστε νά ἐπικρατήσῃ εἰς τόν κόσμον ἡ εἰρήνη τοῦ Θεοῦ, 
«ἡ πάντα νοῦν ὑπερέχουσα» (Φιλ. δ’, 7), ἡ καταλλαγή 
καί ἡ ἀγάπη.

Α. Ἡ ἀξία τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου προσώπου
Ἡ ἀξία τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου προσώπου, ἀπορρέουσα 

ἐκ τῆς δημιουργίας τοῦ ἀνθρώπου κατ’ εἰκόνα Θεοῦ καί 
καθ’ ὁμοίωσιν καί ἐκ τῆς ἀποστολῆς αὐτοῦ εἰς τό σχέδιον 
τοῦ Θεοῦ διά τόν ἄνθρωπον καί τόν κόσμον, ὑπῆρξε 
πηγή ἐμπνεύσεως διά τούς Πατέρας τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, οἱ 
ὁποῖοι ἐνεβάθυναν εἰς τό μυστήριον τῆς θείας Οἰκονο-
μίας. Ὁ ἅγιος Γρηγόριος ὁ Θεολόγος τονίζει χαρακτηρι-
στικῶς διά τόν ἄνθρωπον ὅτι ὁ Δημιουργός «οἷόν τινα 
κόσμον ἕτερον, ἐν μικρῷ μέγαν, ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς ἵστησιν, 
ἄγγελον ἄλλον, προσκυνητὴν μικτόν, ἐπόπτην τῆς 
ὁρατῆς κτίσεως, μύστην τῆς νοουμένης, βασιλέα τῶν 
ἐπί γῆς, ... ζῶον ἐνταῦθα οἰκονομούμενον, καὶ ἀλλαχοῦ 
μεθιστάμενον, καὶ πέρας τοῦ μυστηρίου, τῇ πρὸς Θεόν 
νεύσει θεούμενον» (Λόγος ΜΕ’, Εἰς τό Ἅγιον Πάσχα, 
7. ΡG 36, 632AB). Ὁ σκοπός τῆς ἐνανθρωπήσεως τοῦ 
Λόγου Θεοῦ εἶναι ἡ θέωσις τοῦ ἀνθρώπου. Ὁ Χριστός, 
ἀνακαινίσας ἐν Ἑαυτῷ τόν παλαιόν Ἀδάμ (πρβλ. Ἐφ. 
β’, 15), «συναπεθέου γε τὸν ἄνθρωπον, ἀπαρχὴν τῆς 
ἡμῶν ἐλπίδος» (Εὐσεβίου, Εὐαγγελική Ἀπόδειξις, 4, 14. 
ΡG 22, 289Α). Τοῦτο διότι, ὅπως εἰς τόν παλαιόν Ἀδάμ 
ἐνυπῆρχεν ἤδη ὁλόκληρον τό ἀνθρώπινον γένος, οὕτω 
καί εἰς τόν νέον Ἀδάμ συνεκεφαλαιώθη ὁλόκληρον 
ἐπίσης τό ἀνθρώπινον γένος. «Ἄνθρωπος γέγονεν ὁ 
Μονογενής, ...ἀνακεφαλαιώσασθαι πάλιν καὶ εἰς τὸ 
ἀρχαῖον ἀναλαβεῖν τὸ διολισθῆσαν γένος, τουτέστι, 
τὸ ἀνθρώπινον» (Κυρίλλου Ἀλεξανδρείας, Ἑρμηνεία ἤ 
ὑπόμνημα εἰς τὸ κατὰ Ἰωάννην Εὐαγγέλιον, Θ´. PG 74, 
273D-275A). Ἡ διδασκαλία αὐτή τῆς Ἐκκλησίας εἶναι 
ἀνεξάντλητος πηγή πάσης χριστιανικῆς προσπαθείας 
διά τήν περιφρούρησιν τῆς ἀξίας καί τοῦ μεγαλείου 
τοῦ ἀνθρώπου.

Ἐπ’ αὐτῆς τῆς βάσεως εἶναι ἀπαραίτητον νά ἀνα-
πτυχθῇ πρός ὅλας τάς κατευθύνσεις ἡ διαχριστιανική 
συνεργασία διά τήν προστασίαν τῆς ἀξίας τοῦ ἀνθρώ-
που, αὐτονοήτως δέ καί τοῦ ἀγαθοῦ τῆς εἰρήνης, οὕτως 
ὥστε αἱ εἰρηνευτικαί προσπάθειαι ὅλων ἀνεξαιρέτως 
τῶν Χριστιανῶν νά ἀποκτοῦν μεγαλύτερον βάρος καί 
δύναμιν.

Ὡς προϋπόθεσις μιᾶς εὐρυτέρας ἐν προκειμένῳ 
συνεργασίας δύναται νά χρησιμεύσῃ ἡ κοινή ἀποδοχή 
τῆς ὑψίστης ἀξίας τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου προσώπου. Αἱ 
κατά τόπους Ὀρθόδοξοι Ἐκκλησίαι εἶναι δυνατόν νά 
συμβάλουν εἰς τήν διαθρησκειακήν συνεννόησιν καί 
συνεργασίαν διά τήν εἰρηνικήν συνύπαρξιν καί κοινω-
νικήν συμβίωσιν τῶν λαῶν, χωρίς τοῦτο νά συνεπάγεται 
οἱονδήποτε θρησκευτικόν συγκρητισμόν.

 Ἔχομεν τήν πεποίθησιν ὅτι ὡς «Θεοῦ συνεργοί» 
(Α’ Κορ. γ’, 9), δυνάμεθα νά προχωρήσωμεν εἰς τήν 
διακονίαν ταύτην ἀπό κοινοῦ μεθ’ ὅλων τῶν ἀνθρώπων 
καλῆς θελήσεως, τῶν ἀγαπώντων τήν κατά Θεόν εἰρή-
νην, ἐπ’ ἀγαθῷ τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης κοινωνίας ἐπί τοπικοῦ, 
ἐθνικοῦ καί διεθνοῦς ἐπιπέδου. Ἡ διακονία αὐτή εἶναι 
ἐντολή Θεοῦ (Ματθ. ε’, 9).

Β. Περί ἐλευθερίας καί εὐθύνης
 Ἡ ἐλευθερία εἶναι ἕν ἐκ τῶν ὑψίστων δώρων 

τοῦ Θεοῦ πρός τόν ἄνθρωπον. «Ὁ πλάσας ἀπ’ ἀρχῆς 
τὸν ἄνθρωπον ἐλεύθερον ἀφῆκε καὶ αὐτεξούσιον, 
νόμῳ τῷ τῆς ἐντολῆς μόνον κρατούμενον» (Γρηγορίου 
Θεολόγου, Λόγος ΙΔ’, Περί φιλοπτωχίας, 25. PG 35, 
892Α). Ἡ ἐλευθερία καθιστᾷ μέν τόν ἄνθρωπον ἱκανόν 
νά προοδεύῃ πρός τήν πνευματικήν τελειότητα, ἀλλά, 
συγχρόνως, ἐμπερικλείει τόν κίνδυνον τῆς παρακοῆς, 
τῆς ἀπό τοῦ Θεοῦ αὐτονομήσεως καί, δι’ αὐτῆς, τῆς 
πτώσεως, ἐξ οὗ καί αἱ τραγικαί συνέπειαι τοῦ κακοῦ 
ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ.

Συνέπεια τοῦ κακοῦ τούτου εἶναι αἱ ἐπικρατοῦσαι 
σήμερον ἐν τῇ ζωῇ ἀτέλειαι καί ἐλλείψεις, ὡς ἡ ἐκκοσμί-
κευσις, ἡ βία, ἡ ἔκλυσις τῶν ἠθῶν, τά παρατηρούμενα 
νοσηρά φαινόμενα τῆς λήψης ἐξαρτησιογόνων οὐσιῶν 
καί τῆς ὑποταγῆς εἰς ἄλλους ἐθισμούς, ἰδίᾳ δέ εἰς μερίδα 
τῆς συγχρόνου νεότητος, ὁ φυλετισμός, οἱ ἐξοπλισμοί, 
οἱ πόλεμοι καί τά τούτων ἀπότοκα κοινωνικά κακά, ἡ 
καταπίεσις κοινωνικῶν ὁμάδων, θρησκευτικῶν κοινοτή-
των καί λαῶν ὁλοκλήρων, ἡ κοινωνική ἀνισότης, ὁ πε-
ριορισμός τῶν ἀνθρωπίνων δικαιωμάτων εἰς τόν χῶρον 
τῆς ἐλευθερίας τῶν συνειδήσεων καί τῆς θρησκευτικῆς 
εἰδικώτερον ἐλευθερίας, ἡ παραπληροφόρησις καί ἡ 
χειραγώγησις τῆς κοινῆς γνώμης, ἡ οἰκονομική ἀθλιό-

της, ἡ ἄνισος κατανομή ἤ καί ἡ παντελής στέρησις τῶν 
ἀπολύτως ἀναγκαίων πρός τό ζῇν ἀγαθῶν, ἡ πεῖνα τῶν 
ὑποσιτιζομένων ἑκατομμυρίων ἀνθρώπων, αἱ βίαιαι 
μετακινήσεις πληθυσμῶν καί ἡ ἀθέμιτος διακίνησις 
ἀνθρώπων, τό προσφυγικόν χάος, ἡ καταστροφή τοῦ 
περιβάλλοντος, ἡ ἀνεξέλεγκτος χρῆσις τῆς γενετικῆς 
βιοτεχνολογίας καί βιοϊατρικῆς ἀναφορικῶς πρός τήν 
ἀρχήν, τήν διάρκειαν καί τό τέλος τῆς ζωῆς τοῦ ἀνθρώ-
που. Πάντα ταῦτα ὑφαίνουν τό ἀπέραντον ἄγχος τῆς 
ἀγωνιώδους συγχρόνου ἀνθρωπότητος.

Ἔναντι τῆς καταστάσεως αὐτῆς, ἡ ὁποία ὡδήγη-
σεν εἰς τήν ἀποδυνάμωσιν τῆς θεωρήσεως τοῦ ἀνθρω-
πίνου προσώπου, καθῆκον τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας 
εἶναι, ὅπως προβάλῃ σήμερον, διά τοῦ κηρύγματος, τῆς 
θεολογίας, τῆς λατρείας καί τοῦ ποιμαντικοῦ ἔργου της, 
τήν ἀλήθειαν τῆς ἐν Χριστῷ ἐλευθερίας. «Πάντα μοι 
ἔξεστιν, ἀλλ’ οὐ πάντα συμφέρει· πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, 
ἀλλ’ οὐ πάντα οἰκοδομεῖ. Μηδεὶς τὸ ἑαυτοῦ ζητείτω, 
ἀλλὰ τὸ τοῦ ἑτέρου ἕκαστος... Ἵνα τὶ γὰρ ἡ ἐλευθερία 
μου κρίνεται ὑπὸ ἄλλης συνειδήσεως;» (Α’ Κορ. ι’, 23-24 
καί ι’, 29). Ἐλευθερία ἄνευ εὐθύνης καί ἀγάπης ὁδηγεῖ 
τελικῶς εἰς τήν ἀπώλειαν τῆς ἐλευθερίας.

Γ. Περί εἰρήνης καί δικαιοσύνης
 Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία ἀναγνωρίζει καί ἀναδει-

κνύει διαχρονικῶς τήν κεντρικήν θέσιν τῆς εἰρήνης καί 
τῆς δικαιοσύνης εἰς τήν ζωήν τῶν ἀνθρώπων. Αὐτή αὕτη 
ἡ ἐν Χριστῷ ἀποκάλυψις χαρακτηρίζεται «εὐαγγέλιον 
τῆς εἰρήνης» (Ἐφ. ς’, 15), διότι ὁ Χριστός, «εἰρηνοποιήσας 
διὰ τοῦ αἵματος τοῦ σταυροῦ αὐτοῦ» τά πάντα (Κολ. α’, 
20), «εὐηγγελίσατο εἰρήνην τοῖς μακρὰν καὶ τοῖς ἐγγύς» 
(Ἐφ. β’, 17) καί κατέστη «ἡ εἰρήνη ἡμῶν» (Ἐφ. β’, 14). Ἡ 
εἰρήνη αὕτη, ἡ «ὑπερέχουσα πάντα νοῦν» (Φιλ. δ’, 7) 
εἶναι, ὡς εἶπεν ὁ ἴδιος ὁ Κύριος εἰς τούς μαθητάς Του πρό 
τοῦ Πάθους, εὐρυτέρα καί οὐσιαστικωτέρα τῆς εἰρήνης, 
τήν ὁποίαν ἐπαγγέλλεται ὁ κόσμος: «Εἰρήνην ἀφίημι 
ὑμῖν, εἰρήνην τὴν ἐμὴν δίδωμι ὑμῖν· οὐ καθὼς ὁ κόσμος 
δίδωσιν, ἐγὼ δίδωμι ὑμῖν» (Ἰωάν. ιδ’, 27). Καί τοῦτο, διότι 
ἡ εἰρήνη τοῦ Χριστοῦ εἶναι ὁ ὥριμος καρπός τῆς ἐν 
Αὐτῷ ἀνακεφαλαιώσεως τῶν πάντων, τῆς ἀναδείξεως 
τῆς ἀξίας καί τοῦ μεγαλείου τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου προσώπου 
ὡς εἰκόνος Θεοῦ· τῆς προβολῆς τῆς ἐν Αὐτῷ ὀργανικῆς 
ἑνότητος τοῦ ἀνθρωπίνου γένους καί τοῦ κόσμου· τῆς 
καθολικότητος τῶν ἀρχῶν τῆς εἰρήνης, τῆς ἐλευθερίας 
καί τῆς κοινωνικῆς δικαιοσύνης καί, τέλος, τῆς καρπο-
φορίας τῆς χριστιανικῆς ἀγάπης μεταξύ τῶν ἀνθρώπων 
καί τῶν λαῶν τοῦ κόσμου. Ἡ πραγματική εἰρήνη εἶναι ὁ 
καρπός τῆς ἐπί τῆς γῆς ἐπικρατήσεως ὅλων αὐτῶν τῶν 
χριστιανικῶν ἀρχῶν. Εἶναι ἡ ἄνωθεν εἰρήνη, περί τῆς 
ὁποίας πάντοτε εὔχεται ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία εἰς τάς 
καθημερινάς της δεήσεις, ἐξαιτουμένη ταύτην παρά τοῦ 
Θεοῦ, τοῦ τά πάντα δυναμένου καί εἰσακούοντος τάς 
προσευχάς τῶν μετά πίστεως Αὐτῷ προσερχομένων.

Ἐκ τῶν ἀνωτέρω καθίσταται δῆλον διατί ἡ Ἐκκλη-
σία, ὡς «Σῶμα Χριστοῦ» (Α’ Κορ. ιβ’, 27), δέεται πάντοτε 
ὑπέρ εἰρήνης τοῦ σύμπαντος κόσμου, ἡ ὁποία εἰρήνη, 
κατά τόν Κλήμεντα Ἀλεξανδρέα, εἶναι συνώνυμον τῆς 
δικαιοσύνης (Στρωματεῖς, 4, 25. ΡG 8, 1369B-72A). Ὁ 
δέ Μέγας Βασίλειος προσθέτει: «οὐ δύναμαι πεῖσαι 
ἐμαυτόν, ὅτι ἄνευ τῆς εἰς ἀλλήλους ἀγάπης καὶ ἄνευ τοῦ, 
τὸ εἰς ἐμὲ ἧκον, εἰρηνεύειν πρὸς πάντας δύναμαι ἄξιος 
κληθῆναι δοῦλος Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ» (Ἐπιστολή 203, 1. PG 
32, 737B). Τοῦτο εἶναι, ὡς σημειώνει ὁ αὐτός Πατήρ, 
τόσον αὐτονόητον διά τόν Χριστιανόν, ὥστε «οὐδὲν 
οὕτως ἴδιόν ἐστι Χριστιανοῦ ὡς τὸ εἰρηνοποιεῖν» (Ἐπι-
στολή 114. ΡG 32, 528B). Ἡ εἰρήνη τοῦ Χριστοῦ εἶναι ἡ 
μυστική δύναμις, ἡ ὁποία πηγάζει ἀπό τήν καταλλαγήν 
τοῦ ἀνθρώπου πρός τόν οὐράνιον Πατέρα Του, «κατά 
πρόνοιαν Ἰησοῦ, τοῦ τὰ πάντα ἐν πᾶσιν ἐνεργοῦντος, καὶ 
ποιοῦντος εἰρήνην ἄρρητον καὶ ἐξ αἰῶνος προωρισμένην 
καὶ ἀποκαταλλάσσοντος ἡμᾶς ἑαυτῷ καὶ ἐν ἑαυτῷ τῷ 
Πατρί» (Διονυσίου Ἀρεοπαγίτου, Περί θείων ὀνομάτων, 
11, 5. ΡG 3, 953AB).

Ὀφείλομεν συγχρόνως νά ὑπογραμμίσωμεν ὅτι τά 
δῶρα τῆς εἰρήνης καί τῆς δικαιοσύνης ἐξαρτῶνται καί 
ἐκ τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης συνεργίας. Τό Ἅγιον Πνεῦμα χορηγεῖ 
πνευματικά δῶρα, ὅταν ἐν μετανοίᾳ ἐπιζητῶμεν τήν 
εἰρήνην καί τήν δικαιοσύνην τοῦ Θεοῦ. Τά δῶρα ταῦτα 
τῆς εἰρήνης καί δικαιοσύνης ἐμφανίζονται ἐκεῖ ἔνθα οἱ 
Χριστιανοί καταβάλλουν προσπαθείας εἰς τό ἔργον τῆς 

πίστεως, τῆς ἀγάπης καί τῆς ἐλπίδος ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ 
τῷ Κυρίῳ ἡμῶν (Α’ Θεσ. α’, 3).

    Ἡ ἁμαρτία εἶναι πνευματική ἀσθένεια, τῆς 
ὁποίας τά ἐξωτερικά συμπτώματα εἶναι αἱ ταραχαί, αἱ 
ἔριδες, τά ἐγκλήματα καί οἱ πόλεμοι, μετά τῶν τραγικῶν 
αὐτῶν συνεπειῶν. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία ἐπιδιώκει νά ἐξαλείψῃ οὐ 
μόνον τά ἐξωτερικά συμπτώματα αὐτῆς τῆς ἀσθενείας, 
ἀλλά καί αὐτήν ταύτην τήν ἀσθένειαν, τήν ἁμαρτίαν.

Συγχρόνως, ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία θεωρεῖ 
καθῆκον αὐτῆς νά ἐπικροτῇ πᾶν ὅ,τι ἐξυπηρετεῖ πράγ-
ματι τήν εἰρήνην (Ρωμ. ιδ’, 19) καί ἀνοίγει τήν ὁδόν 
πρός τήν δικαιοσύνην, τήν ἀδελφοσύνην, τήν ἀληθῆ 
ἐλευθερίαν καί τήν ἀμοιβαίαν ἀγάπην μεταξύ ὅλων τῶν 
τέκνων τοῦ ἑνός οὐρανίου Πατρός, ὡς καί μεταξύ ὅλων 
τῶν λαῶν τῶν ἀποτελούντων τήν ἑνιαίαν ἀνθρωπίνην 
οἰκογένειαν. Συμπάσχει δέ μεθ’ ὅλων τῶν ἀνθρώπων, 
οἱ ὁποῖοι εἰς διάφορα μέρη τοῦ κόσμου στεροῦνται τῶν 
ἀγαθῶν τῆς εἰρήνης καί τῆς δικαιοσύνης.

Δ. Ἡ εἰρήνη καί ἡ ἀποτροπή τοῦ πολέμου
Ἡ Ἐκκλησία τοῦ Χριστοῦ καταδικάζει γενικῶς 

τόν πόλεμον, τόν ὁποῖον θεωρεῖ ἀπόρροιαν τοῦ ἐν 
τῷ κόσμῳ κακοῦ καί τῆς ἁμαρτίας. «Πόθεν πόλεμοι 
καὶ μάχαι ἐν ὑμῖν; Οὐκ ἐντεῦθεν, ἐκ τῶν ἡδονῶν ὑμῶν 
τῶν στρατευομένων ἐν τοῖς μέλεσιν ὑμῶν;» (Ἰακ. δ’, 1). 
Ἕκαστος πόλεμος ἀποτελεῖ ἀπειλήν καταστροφῆς τῆς 
δημιουργίας καί τῆς ζωῆς.

Ὅλως ἰδιαιτέρως, εἰς περιπτώσεις πολέμων δι’ 
ὅπλων μαζικῆς καταστροφῆς, αἱ συνέπειαι θά εἶναι 
τρομακτικαί, ὄχι μόνον διότι θά ἐπέλθῃ ὁ θάνατος εἰς 
ἀπρόβλεπτον ἀριθμόν ἀνθρώπων, ἀλλά καί διότι δι’ 
ὅσους θά ἐπιζήσουν ὁ βίος θά καταστῇ ἀβίωτος. Θά 
ἐμφανισθοῦν ἀνίατοι ἀσθένειαι, θά προκληθοῦν γενε-
τικαί ἀλλαγαί καί ἄλλα δεινά, τά ὁποῖα θά ἐπηρεάζουν 
καταστρεπτικῶς καί τάς ἑπομένας γενεάς.

Λίαν ἐπικίνδυνος δέν εἶναι μόνον ὁ πυρηνικός 
ἐξοπλισμός, ἀλλά καί οἱ χημικοί, οἱ βιολογικοί καί 
πάσης μορφῆς ἐξοπλισμοί, οἱ ὁποῖοι δημιουργοῦν τήν 
ψευδαίσθησιν τῆς ὑπεροχῆς καί κυριαρχίας ἐπί τοῦ πε-
ριβάλλοντος κόσμου. Τοιοῦτοι ἐξοπλισμοί καλλιεργοῦν 
ἀτμόσφαιραν φόβου καί ἐλλείψεως ἐμπιστοσύνης καί 
καθίστανται αἰτία ἑνός νέου ἀνταγωνισμοῦ ἐξοπλισμῶν.

Ἡ Ἐκκλησία τοῦ Χριστοῦ, θεωροῦσα κατ’ ἀρχήν 
τόν πόλεμον ἀπόρροιαν τοῦ ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ κακοῦ καί 
τῆς ἁμαρτίας, ἐνθαρρύνει πᾶσαν πρωτοβουλίαν καί 
προσπάθειαν πρός πρόληψιν ἤ ἀποτροπήν αὐτοῦ διά 
τοῦ διαλόγου καί διά παντός ἄλλου προσφόρου μέσου. 
Εἰς περίπτωσιν κατά τήν ὁποίαν ὁ πόλεμος καταστῇ 
ἀναπόφευκτος, ἡ Ἐκκλησία συνεχίζει προσευχομένη 
καί μεριμνῶσα ποιμαντικῶς διά τά τέκνα αὐτῆς, τά 
ὁποῖα ἐμπλέκονται εἰς τάς πολεμικάς συγκρούσεις διά 
τήν ὑπεράσπισιν τῆς ζωῆς καί τῆς ἐλευθερίας αὐτῶν, 
καταβάλλουσα πᾶσαν προσπάθειαν διά τήν ταχυτέραν 
ἀποκατάστασιν τῆς εἰρήνης καί τῆς ἐλευθερίας.

Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία καταδικάζει ἐντόνως 
τάς ποικιλομόρφους συγκρούσεις καί τούς πολέμους, 
τούς ὀφειλομένους εἰς φανατισμόν, προερχόμενον ἐκ 
θρησκευτικῶν ἀρχῶν. Βαθεῖαν ἀνησυχίαν προκαλεῖ ἡ 
μόνιμος τάσις αὐξήσεως τῶν καταπιέσεων καί διώξεων 
τῶν χριστιανῶν καί ἄλλων κοινοτήτων, ἐξ αἰτίας τῆς 
πίστεως αὐτῶν, εἰς τήν Μέσην Ἀνατολήν καί ἀλλαχοῦ, 
καθώς καί αἱ ἀπόπειραι ἐκριζώσεως τοῦ Χριστιανισμοῦ 
ἐκ τῶν παραδοσιακῶν κοιτίδων αὐτοῦ. Τοιουτοτρόπως, 
ἀπειλοῦνται αἱ ὑφιστάμεναι διαθρησκειακαί καί διε-
θνεῖς σχέσεις, ἐνῷ πολλοί χριστιανοί ἀναγκάζονται νά 
ἐγκαταλείψουν τάς ἑστίας αὑτῶν. Οἱ ἀνά τόν κόσμον 
Ὀρθόδοξοι συμπάσχουν μετά τῶν ἀδελφῶν αὐτῶν 
χριστιανῶν καί ὅλων τῶν ἄλλων διωκομένων ἐν τῇ 
περιοχῇ καί καλοῦν εἰς ἐξεύρεσιν δικαίας καί μονίμου 
λύσεως τῶν προβλημάτων τῆς περιοχῆς.

Καταδικάζονται ἐπίσης πόλεμοι, ἐμπνεόμενοι ὑπό 
ἐθνικισμοῦ, προκαλοῦντες ἐθνοκαθάρσεις, μεταβολάς 
κρατικῶν ὁρίων καί κατάληψιν ἐδαφῶν.

Ε. Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία ἔναντι τῶν διακρίσεων
Ὁ Κύριος, ὡς Βασιλεύς τῆς δικαιοσύνης (Ἑβρ. ζ’, 

2-3), ἀποδοκιμάζει τήν βίαν καί τήν ἀδικίαν (Ψαλμ. ι’, 
5) καί καταδικάζει τήν ἀπάνθρωπον στάσιν πρός τόν 
πλησίον (Μάρκ. κε’, 41-46. Ἰακ. β’, 15-16). Εἰς τήν Βασι-
λείαν Aὐτοῦ, ἡ ὁποία εἰκονίζεται καί εἶναι παροῦσα ἐν 

Αγία και Μεγάλη Σύνοδος
H AΠΟΣΤΟΛΗ ΤΗΣ ΟΡΘΟΔΟΞΟΥ ΕΚΚΛΗΣΙΑΣ ΕΙΣ ΤΟΝ ΣΥΓΧΡΟΝΟΝ ΚΟΣΜΟΝ
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τῇ Ἐκκλησίᾳ Του ἤδη ἐδῶ εἰς τήν γῆν, δέν ὑπάρχει τόπος 
οὔτε διά τό μῖσος, οὔτε δι’ ἔχθραν καί μισαλλοδοξίαν 
(Ἠσ. ια’, 6. Ρωμ. ιβ’, 10).

Ἡ θέσις τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας εἶναι ἐν προ-
κειμένῳ σαφής. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία πιστεύει ὅτι ὁ Θεός «ἐποί-
ησεν ἐξ ἑνὸς αἵματος πᾶν ἔθνος ἀνθρώπων κατοικεῖν 
ἐπὶ πᾶν τὸ πρόσωπον τῆς γῆς» (Πράξ. ιζ’, 26) καί ὅτι ἐν 
Χριστῷ «οὐκ ἔνι Ἰουδαῖος οὐδὲ Ἕλλην, οὐκ ἔνι δοῦλος 
οὐδὲ ἐλεύθερος, οὐκ ἔνι ἄρσεν καὶ θῆλυ· πάντες γὰρ 
εἷς ἐστε ἐν Χριστῷ Ἰησοῦ» (Γαλ. γ’, 28). Εἰς τό ἐρώτημα 
«καὶ τὶς ἐστί μου πλησίον;» ὁ Χριστός ἀπήντησε διά τῆς 
παραβολῆς τοῦ καλοῦ Σαμαρείτου (Λουκ. ι’, 25-37). Καί 
οὕτως ἐδίδαξε τήν κατάλυσιν παντός μεσοτοίχου ἔχθρας 
καί προκαταλήψεως. Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία ὁμολο-
γεῖ ὅτι ἕκαστος ἄνθρωπος, ἀνεξαρτήτως χρώματος, 
θρησκείας, φυλῆς, φύλου, ἐθνικότητος, γλώσσης, ἔχει 
δημιουργηθῆ κατ’ εἰκόνα καί καθ’ ὁμοίωσιν Θεοῦ καί 
ἀπολαμβάνει ἴσα δικαιώματα ἐν τῇ κοινωνίᾳ. Συνεπής 
πρός τήν πίστιν αὐτήν, ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία δέν 
δέχεται τάς διακρίσεις δι’ ἕκαστον ἐκ τῶν προαναφερθέ-
ντων λόγων, ἐφ’ ὅσον αὗται προϋποθέτουν ἀξιολογικήν 
διαφοράν μεταξύ τῶν ἀνθρώπων.

    Ἡ Ἐκκλησία, ἐν τῷ πνεύματι τοῦ σεβασμοῦ τῶν 
ἀνθρωπίνων δικαιωμάτων καί τῆς ἴσης μεταχειρίσεως 
τῶν ἀνθρώπων, ἀξιολογεῖ τήν ἐφαρμογήν τῶν ἀρχῶν 
αὐτῶν ὑπό τό φῶς τῆς διδασκαλίας της περί τῶν μυ-
στηρίων, τῆς οἰκογενείας, τῆς θέσεως τῶν δύο φύλων 
ἐν τῇ Ἐκκλησίᾳ καί τῶν ἐν γένει ἀξιῶν τῆς ἐκκλησι-
αστικῆς παραδόσεως. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία ἔχει δικαίωμα ἵνα 
διακηρύττῃ τήν μαρτυρίαν τῆς διδασκαλίας της εἰς τόν 
δημόσιον χῶρον.

ΣΤ. Ἡ ἀποστολή τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας
ὡς μαρτυρία ἀγάπης ἐν διακονίᾳ.

 Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία, ἐπιτελοῦσα τήν σωτήρι-
ον αὐτῆς ἀποστολήν ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ, μεριμνᾷ ἐμπράκτως 
διά πάντας τούς ἀνθρώπους χρῄζοντας βοηθείας, 
τούς πεινῶντας, τούς ἀπόρους, τούς ἀσθενεῖς, τούς 
ἀναπήρους, τούς ὑπερήλικας, τούς διωκομένους, τούς 
αἰχμαλώτους, τούς φυλακισμένους, τούς ἀστέγους, 
τά ὀρφανά, τά θύματα τῶν καταστροφῶν καί τῶν 
πολεμικῶν συγκρούσεων, τῆς ἐμπορίας ἀνθρώπων καί 
τῶν συγχρόνων μορφῶν δουλείας. Αἱ καταβαλλόμεναι 
ὑπό τῆς Ὀρθοδόξου Ἐκκλησίας προσπάθειαι διά τήν 
καταπολέμησιν τῆς ἐνδείας καί τῆς κοινωνικῆς ἀδικίας 
ἀποτελοῦν ἔκφρασιν τῆς πίστεως αὐτῆς καί διακονίαν 
Αὐτοῦ τοῦ Κυρίου, ὁ ὁποῖος ἐταύτισεν Ἑαυτόν πρός 
πάντα ἄνθρωπον, ἰδίως πρός τούς ἐν ἀνάγκαις εὑρισκο-
μένους: «Ἐφ’ ὅσον ἐποιήσατε ἑνὶ τούτων τῶν ἀδελφῶν 
μου τῶν ἐλαχίστων, ἐμοὶ ἐποιήσατε» (Ματθ. κε’, 40). Ἐν 
τῇ πολυπτύχῳ ταύτῃ κοινωνικῇ διακονίᾳ, ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
δύναται νά συνεργάζηται μετά τῶν διαφόρων σχετικῶν 
κοινωνικῶν φορέων.

    Οἱ ἀνταγωνισμοί καί αἱ ἐχθρότητες ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ 
εἰσάγουν ἀδικίαν καί ἀνισότητα εἰς τήν συμμετοχήν 
τῶν ἀνθρώπων καί τῶν λαῶν εἰς τά ἀγαθά τῆς θείας 
δημιουργίας. Στεροῦν ἀπό ἑκατομμύρια ἀνθρώπων τά 
βασικά ἀγαθά καί ὁδηγοῦν εἰς ἐξαθλίωσιν τῆς ἀνθρω-
πίνης ὑπάρξεως, προκαλοῦν μαζικάς μεταναστεύσεις 
πληθυσμῶν, διεγείρουν ἐθνικάς, θρησκευτικάς καί 
κοινωνικάς συγκρούσεις, αἱ ὁποῖαι ἀπειλοῦν τήν ἐσω-
τερικήν συνοχήν τῶν κοινωνιῶν.

    Ἡ Ἐκκλησία δέν δύναται νά μείνῃ ἀδιάφορος 
ἔναντι τῶν οἰκονομικῶν καταστάσεων, αἱ ὁποῖαι 
ἐπηρεάζουν ἀρνητικῶς ὁλόκληρον τήν ἀνθρωπότητα. 
Ἐπιμένει εἰς τήν ἀνάγκην, οὐχί μόνον ἡ οἰκονομία νά 
ἐρείδηται ἐπί ἠθικῶν ἀρχῶν, ἀλλά καί ἐμπράκτως νά 
διακονῆται δι’ αὐτῆς ὁ ἄνθρωπος, συμφώνως καί πρός 
τήν διδασκαλίαν τοῦ Ἀποστόλου Παύλου, «κοπιῶντας 
δεῖ ἀντιλαμβάνεσθαι τῶν ἀσθενούντων, μνημονεύειν τε 
τῶν λόγων τοῦ Κυρίου ̓ Ιησοῦ, ὅτι αὐτὸς εἶπε· μακάριόν 
ἐστι μᾶλλον διδόναι ἢ λαμβάνειν» (Πράξ. κ’, 35). Ὁ Μ. 
Βασίλειος γράφει ὅτι «σκοπός οὖν ἑκάστῳ προκεῖσθαι 
ὀφείλει ἐν τῷ ἔργῳ ἡ ὑπηρεσία τῶν δεομένων, οὐχὶ ἡ ἰδία 
αὐτοῦ χρεία» (Ὅροι κατά πλάτος ΜΒ’. PG 31, 1025A).

Τό χάσμα μεταξύ πλουσίων καί πτωχῶν διευρύ-
νεται δραματικῶς ἐξ αἰτίας τῆς οἰκονομικῆς κρίσεως, 
ἡ ὁποία εἶναι συνήθως ἀποτέλεσμα κερδοσκοπίας 
χωρίς φραγμούς ἐκ μέρους οἰκονομικῶν παραγόντων, 
συγκεντρώσεως τοῦ πλούτου εἰς χεῖρας ὀλίγων καί 
στρεβλῆς οἰκονομικῆς δραστηριότητος, ἡ ὁποία, στε-
ρουμένη δικαιοσύνης καί ἀνθρωπιστικῆς εὐαισθησίας, 
δέν ἐξυπηρετεῖ, τελικῶς, τάς πραγματικάς ἀνάγκας 
τῆς ἀνθρωπότητος. Βιώσιμος οἰκονομία εἶναι ἐκείνη, ἡ 
ὁποία συνδυάζει τήν ἀποτελεσματικότητα μετά δικαι-
οσύνης καί κοινωνικῆς ἀλληλεγγύης.

Ὑπό τάς τραγικάς ταύτας καταστάσεις, κατανο-
εῖται ἡ τεραστία εὐθύνη τῆς Ἐκκλησίας διά τήν κατα-
πολέμησιν τῆς πείνης καί πάσης ἄλλης μορφῆς ἐνδείας 
ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ.Ἕν τοιοῦτον φαινόμενον εἰς τήν ἐποχήν 
μας, κατά τήν ὁποίαν αἱ χῶραι ζοῦν ὑπό καθεστώς πα-
γκοσμιοποιημένης οἰκονομίας, ὑποδηλοῖ τήν σοβαράν 
κρίσιν ταυτότητος τοῦ συγχρόνου κόσμου, διότι ἡ πεῖνα 
οὐχί μόνον ἀπειλεῖ τό θεῖον δῶρον τῆς ζωῆς ὁλοκλήρων 
λαῶν, ἀλλά καί θίγει τό μεγαλεῖον καί τήν ἱερότητα τοῦ 
ἀνθρωπίνου προσώπου, συγχρόνως δέ προσβάλλει καί 
τόν ἴδιον τόν Θεόν. Διά τοῦτο, ἄν ἡ μέριμνα διά τήν 

ἰδικήν μας τροφήν εἶναι θέμα ὑλικόν, ἡ μέριμνα διά τήν 
τροφήν τοῦ συνανθρώπου μας εἶναι θέμα πνευματικόν 
(Ἰακ. β’, 14-18). Ἀποτελεῖ, ἑπομένως, ἀποστολήν ὅλων 
τῶν Ὀρθοδόξων Ἐκκλησιῶν νά ἐπιδεικνύουν ἀλλη-
λεγγύην καί νά ὀργανώνουν ἀποτελεσματικῶς τήν 
βοήθειάν των πρός τούς ἐνδεεῖς ἀδελφούς.

Ἡ Ἁγία τοῦ Χριστοῦ Ἐκκλησία ἐν τῷ καθολικῷ 
σώματι αὐτῆς, περικλείουσα εἰς τούς κόλπους αὐτῆς 
πολλούς λαούς τῆς γῆς, ἀναδεικνύει τήν ἀρχήν τῆς 
πανανθρωπίνου ἀλληλεγγύης καί ὑποστηρίζει τήν στε-
νοτέραν συνεργασίαν λαῶν καί κρατῶν πρός εἰρηνικήν 
ἐπίλυσιν τῶν διαφορῶν.

Ἀνησυχίαν προκαλεῖ εἰς τήν Ἐκκλησίαν ἡ δι-
αρκῶς αὐξανομένη ἐπιβολή εἰς τήν ἀνθρωπότητα ἑνός 
καταναλωτικοῦ τρόπου ζωῆς, ὁ ὁποῖος στερεῖται τῶν 
χριστιανικῶν ἠθικῶν ἀξιῶν. Ὑπό τήν ἔννοιαν αὐτήν, 
ὁ καταναλωτισμός οὗτος, ἐν συνδυασμῷ μετά τῆς 
ἐκκοσμικευμένης παγκοσμιοποιήσεως, τείνει νά ὁδη-
γήσῃ τούς λαούς εἰς τήν ἀπώλειαν τῶν πνευματικῶν 
καταβολῶν αὐτῶν, εἰς τήν ἱστορικήν ἀμνησίαν καί εἰς 
τήν λήθην τῶν παραδόσεων.

Τά μέσα γενικῆς ἐνημερώσεως οὐχί σπανίως 
τελοῦν ὑπό τόν ἔλεγχον μιᾶς ἰδεολογίας φιλελευθέρας 
παγκοσμιοποιήσεως καί οὕτω καθίστανται δίαυλοι 
διαδόσεως τοῦ καταναλωτισμοῦ καί τῆς ἀνηθικότητος. 
Ἰδιαιτέραν ἀνησυχίαν προκαλοῦν περιστατικά, καθ’ ἅ ἡ 
στάσις ἔναντι τῶν θρησκευτικῶν ἀξιῶν χαρακτηρίζεται 
ἀπό ἔλλειψιν σεβασμοῦ, ἐνίοτε δέ καί διά βλασφημίαν, 
προξενοῦντα διχασμούς καί ἐξεγέρσεις ἐντός τῆς κοι-
νωνίας. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία προειδοποιεῖ τά τέκνα αὐτῆς διά 
τόν κίνδυνον τοῦ ἐπηρεασμοῦ τῶν συνειδήσεων διά 
τῶν μέσων ἐνημερώσεως καί τῆς χρήσεως αὐτῶν οὐχί 
διά τήν προσέγγισιν τῶν ἀνθρώπων καί τῶν λαῶν, ἀλλά 
διά τήν χειραγώγησίν των.

Εἰς τήν πορείαν, ἥν διανύει ἡ Ἐκκλησία, κηρύτ-
τουσα καί ἀσκοῦσα τήν σωτήριον ἀποστολήν αὐτῆς 
διά τήν ἀνθρωπότητα, ὁλοέν καί τακτικώτερον ἔρχεται 
ἀντιμέτωπος μετά τῶν ἐκφάνσεων τῆς ἐκκοσμικεύσεως. 
Ἡ Ἐκκλησία τοῦ Χριστοῦ καλεῖται νά ἐπαναδιατυπώσῃ 
καί φανερώσῃ τήν προφητικήν μαρτυρίαν της εἰς τόν 
κόσμον, στηριζομένη εἰς τήν ἐμπειρίαν τῆς πίστεως, 
ὑπενθυμίζουσα ἐν ταὐτῷ καί τήν πραγματικήν ἀπο-
στολήν αὐτῆς, διά τῆς καταγγελίας τῆς Βασιλείας τοῦ 
Θεοῦ καί τῆς καλλιεργείας συνειδήσεως ἑνότητος εἰς 
τό ποίμνιον αὐτῆς. Οὕτω, διανοίγεται εὐρύ πεδίον δι’ 
αὐτήν, δεδομένου ὅτι ὡς οὐσιαστικόν στοιχεῖον τῆς 
ἐκκλησιολογικῆς της διδασκαλίας προβάλλει εἰς τόν 
διεσπασμένον κόσμον τήν εὐχαριστιακήν κοινωνίαν 
καί ἑνότητα.

Ὁ πόθος τῆς συνεχοῦς αὐξήσεως τῆς εὐημερίας 
καί ἡ ἄμετρος κατανάλωσις ἀναποφεύκτως ὁδηγοῦν 
εἰς τήν δυσανάλογον χρῆσιν καί τήν ἐξάντλησιν τῶν 
φυσικῶν πόρων. Ἡ δημιουργηθεῖσα ὑπὸ τοῦ Θεοῦ κτί-
σις, ἡ ὁποία ἐδόθη εἰς τόν ἄνθρωπον «ἐργάζεσθαι καὶ 
φυλάσσειν» αὐτήν (πρβλ. Γεν. β’, 15), ὑφίσταται τάς συνε-
πείας τῆς ἁμαρτίας τοῦ ἀνθρώπου: «Τῇ γὰρ ματαιότητι ἡ 
κτίσις ὑπετάγη, οὐχ ἑκοῦσα, ἀλλὰ διὰ τὸν ὑποτάξαντα, 
ἐπ’ ἐλπίδι ὅτι καὶ αὐτὴ ἡ κτίσις ἐλευθερωθήσεται ἀπὸ 
τῆς δουλείας τῆς φθορᾶς εἰς τὴν ἐλευθερίαν τῆς δόξης 
τῶν τέκνων τοῦ Θεοῦ. Οἴδαμεν γὰρ ὅτι πᾶσα ἡ κτίσις 
συστενάζει καὶ συνωδίνει ἄχρι τοῦ νῦν» (Ρωμ. η’, 20-22).

Ἡ οἰκολογική κρίσις, ἡ ὁποία συνδέεται πρός τάς 
κλιματολογικάς ἀλλαγάς καί τήν ὑπερθέρμανσιν τοῦ 
πλανήτου, καθιστᾷ ἐπιτακτικόν τό χρέος τῆς Ἐκκλησίας 
ὅπως συμβάλῃ, διά τῶν εἰς τήν διάθεσιν αὐτῆς πνευμα-
τικῶν μέσων, εἰς τήν προστασίαν τῆς δημιουργίας τοῦ 
Θεοῦ ἐκ τῶν συνεπειῶν τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης ἀπληστίας. Ἡ 
ἀπληστία διά τήν ἱκανοποίησιν τῶν ὑλικῶν ἀναγκῶν 
ὁδηγεῖ εἰς τήν πνευματικήν πτώχευσιν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου 
καί εἰς τήν καταστροφήν τοῦ περιβάλλοντος. Δέν πρέπει 
νά λησμονῆται ὅτι ὁ φυσικός πλοῦτος τῆς γῆς δέν εἶναι 
περιουσία τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, ἀλλά τοῦ Δημιουργοῦ: «Τοῦ 
Κυρίου ἡ γῆ καὶ τὸ πλήρωμα αὐτῆς, ἡ οἰκουμένη καὶ 
πάντες οἱ κατοικοῦντες ἐν αὐτῇ» (Ψαλμ. κγ’ ,1). Οὕτως, 
ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία τονίζει τήν προστασίαν τῆς 
δημιουργίας τοῦ Θεοῦ διά τῆς καλλιεργείας τῆς εὐθύνης 
τοῦ ἀνθρώπου ἔναντι τοῦ θεοσδότου περιβάλλοντος 
καί διά τῆς προβολῆς τῶν ἀρετῶν τῆς ὀλιγαρκείας καί 
τῆς ἐγκρατείας. Ὀφείλομεν νά ἐνθυμώμεθα ὅτι ὄχι 
μόνον αἱ σημεριναί, ἀλλά καί αἱ μελλοντικαί γενεαί 
ἔχουν δικαίωμα ἐπί τῶν φυσικῶν ἀγαθῶν, τά ὁποῖα μᾶς 
ἐχάρισεν ὁ Δημιουργός.

Διά τήν Ὀρθόδοξον Ἐκκλησίαν, ἡ ἱκανότης πρός 
ἐπιστημονικήν ἔρευναν τοῦ κόσμου ἀποτελεῖ θεόσδο-
τον δῶρον εἰς τόν ἄνθρωπον. Συγχρόνως ὅμως πρός 
αὐτήν τήν κατάφασιν, ἡ Ἐκκλησία ἐπισημαίνει τούς 
κινδύνους, οἱ ὁποῖοι ὑποκρύπτονται εἰς τήν χρῆσιν 
ὡρισμένων ἐπιστημονικῶν ἐπιτευγμάτων. Θεωρεῖ ὅτι 
ὁ ἐπιστήμων εἶναι μέν ἐλεύθερος νά ἐρευνᾷ, ἀλλά καί 
ὅτι ὀφείλει νά διακόπτῃ τήν ἔρευνάν του, ὅταν παραβι-
άζωνται βασικαί χριστιανικαί καί ἀνθρωπιστικαί ἀρχαί: 
«Πάντα μοι ἔξεστιν, ἀλλ’ οὐ πάντα συμφέρει» (A’ Κορ. 
6, 12) καί «Τὸ καλὸν οὐ καλόν, ὅταν μὴ καλῶς γίνηται» 
(Γρηγορίου Θεολόγου, Λόγος Θεολογικός Α’, 4. PG 
36, 16C). Ἡ θέσις αὕτη τῆς Ἐκκλησίας ἀποδεικνύεται 
πολλαπλῶς ἀπαραίτητος διά τήν ὀρθήν ὁριοθέτησιν 
τῆς ἐλευθερίας καί τήν ἀξιοποίησιν τῶν καρπῶν τῆς 

ἐπιστήμης, εἰς πάντας σχεδόν τούς τομεῖς τῆς ὁποίας, 
ἰδίᾳ δέ τῆς βιολογίας, ἀναμένονται νέα ἐπιτεύγματα, 
ἀλλά καί κίνδυνοι. Ἐν ταὐτῷ, ὑπογραμμίζομεν τήν 
ἀναμφισβήτητον ἱερότητα τῆς ἀνθρωπίνης ζωῆς ἀπό 
αὐτῆς ταύτης ἀρχῆς τῆς συλλήψεως.

Κατά τά τελευταῖα ἔτη, παρατηρεῖται ἁλματώδης 
ἀνάπτυξις εἰς τάς βιοεπιστήμας καί εἰς τήν συνδεδεμέ-
νην μέ αὐτάς βιοτεχνολογίαν, πολλά ἐπιτεύγματα τῶν 
ὁποίων θεωροῦνται εὐεργετικά διά τόν ἄνθρωπον, 
ἄλλα δημιουργοῦν ἠθικά διλήμματα, ἐνῷ ἄλλα κρί-
νονται ἀπορριπτέα. Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Ἐκκλησία πιστεύει 
ὅτι ὁ ἄνθρωπος δέν εἶναι ἁπλοῦν σύνολον κυττάρων, 
ἱστῶν καί ὀργάνων, οὔτε καί προσδιορίζεται μόνον ἀπό 
βιολογικούς παράγοντας. Ὁ ἄνθρωπος ἀποτελεῖ δημι-
ούργημα «κατ’ εἰκόνα Θεοῦ» (Γεν. 1, 27) καί θά πρέπει ἡ 
ἀναφορά εἰς αὐτόν νά γίνηται μέ τόν δέοντα σεβασμόν. 
Ἡ ἀναγνώρισις τῆς θεμελιώδους αὐτῆς ἀρχῆς ὁδηγεῖ 
εἰς τό συμπέρασμα ὅτι τόσον κατά τήν ἐπιστημονικήν 
ἔρευναν, ὅσον καί κατά τήν πρακτικήν ἐφαρμογήν 
τῶν νέων ἀνακαλύψεων καί ἐφευρέσεων, δέον ὅπως 
διαφυλάσσηται τό ἀπόλυτον δικαίωμα κάθε ἀνθρώπου 
νά ἀπολαύῃ σεβασμοῦ καί τιμῆς εἰς πᾶν στάδιον τῆς 
ζωῆς του, καθώς καί ἡ βούλησις τοῦ Θεοῦ, ὡς αὕτη 
ἐφανερώθη κατά τήν δημιουργίαν. Ἡ ἔρευνα πρέπει νά 
λαμβάνῃ ὑπ’ ὄψιν της τάς ἠθικάς καί πνευματικάς ἀρχάς 
καί τά χριστιανικά θέσμια. Ἀπαραίτητος σεβασμός δέον 
νά ἐπιδεικνύηται καί εἰς ὅλην τήν Δημιουργίαν τοῦ Θεοῦ 
τόσον κατά τήν χρῆσιν αὐτῆς ὑπό τοῦ ἀνθρώπου, ὅσον 
καί κατά τήν ἔρευναν, συμφώνως πρός τήν ἐντολήν τοῦ 
Θεοῦ πρός αὐτόν (Γεν. β’, 15).

Κατά τούς χρόνους τούτους τῆς ἐκκοσμικεύσεως, 
ἰδιαιτέρως προβάλλει ἡ ἀνάγκη, ὅπως ἐξαρθῇ ἡ σημασία 
τῆς ἁγιότητος τοῦ βίου, ἐν ὄψει τῆς πνευματικῆς κρίσε-
ως, ἡ ὁποία χαρακτηρίζει τόν σύγχρονον πολιτισμόν. Ἡ 
παρανόησις τῆς ἐλευθερίας ὡς ἐλευθεριότητος ὁδηγεῖ 
εἰς τήν αὔξησιν τῆς ἐγκληματικότητος, τήν καταστρο-
φήν καί τήν βεβήλωσιν τῶν σεβασμάτων, τήν ἐξάλειψιν 
τοῦ σεβασμοῦ πρός τήν ἐλευθερίαν τοῦ πλησίον καί τήν 
ἱερότητα τῆς ζωῆς. Ἡ Ὀρθόδοξος Παράδοσις, διαμορ-
φωθεῖσα διά τῆς βιώσεως ἐν τῇ πράξει τῶν χριστιανικῶν 
ἀληθειῶν, εἶναι φορεύς πνευματικότητος καί ἀσκητικοῦ 
ἤθους, τό ὁποῖον δέον νά ἐξαρθῇ καί προβληθῇ ὅλως 
ἰδιαιτέρως κατά τήν ἐποχήν ἡμῶν.

    Ἡ εἰδική ποιμαντική μέριμνα τῆς Ἐκκλησίας 
πρός τούς νέους διά τήν ἐν Χριστῷ διαπαιδαγώγησίν 
των τυγχάνει διαρκής καί ἀμετάπτωτος. Αὐτονόητος 
τυγχάνει ἡ προέκτασις τῆς ποιμαντικῆς εὐθύνης τῆς 
Ἐκκλησίας καί εἰς τόν θεόσδοτον θεσμόν τῆς οἰκογενεί-
ας, ἥτις ἀείποτε καί ἀπαραιτήτως ἐστηρίχθη εἰς τό ἱερόν 
μυστήριον τοῦ χριστιανικοῦ γάμου, ὡς ἑνώσεως ἀνδρός 
καί γυναικός, ἡ ὁποία εἰκονίζει τήν ἕνωσιν τοῦ Χριστοῦ 
καί τῆς Ἐκκλησίας Του (Ἐφ. ε’, 32). Τοῦτο καθίσταται 
ἐπίκαιρον, ἐν ὄψει μάλιστα καί ἀποπειρῶν νομιμοποι-

ήσεως εἰς χώρας τινάς καί θεολογικῆς θεμελιώσεως εἰς 
χριστιανικάς τινάς κοινότητας, μορφῶν συμβιώσεως, 
ἀντιτιθεμένων εἰς τήν χριστιανικήν παράδοσιν καί διδα-
σκαλίαν. Ἡ Ἐκκλησία προσδοκῶσα τήν ἀνακεφαλαίωσιν 
τῶν πάντων εἰς τό ἕν Σῶμα τοῦ Χριστοῦ, ὑπενθυμίζει 
εἰς πάντα ἄνθρωπον ἐρχόμενον εἰς τόν κόσμον, ὅτι ὁ 
Χριστός πάλιν θά ἔλθῃ κατά τήν Δευτέραν Παρουσίαν 
Του «κρῖναι ζῶντας καὶ νεκρούς» (Α’ Πέτρ. δ’, 5) καί ὅτι 
«τῆς Βασιλείας Αὐτοῦ οὐκ ἔσται τέλος» (Λουκ. α’, 33).

Εἰς τήν σύγχρονον ἐποχήν καί ἀείποτε, ἡ προφη-
τική καί ποιμαντική φωνή τῆς Ἐκκλησίας, ὁ λυτρωτικός 
λόγος τοῦ Σταυροῦ καί τῆς Ἀναστάσεως, ἀπευθύνεται 
εἰς τήν καρδίαν τοῦ ἀνθρώπου καί καλεῖ αὐτόν, μετά 
τοῦ ἀποστόλου Παύλου, ἵνα ἐνστερνισθῇ καί βιώσῃ 
«ὅσα ἐστὶν ἀληθῆ, ὅσα σεμνά, ὅσα δίκαια, ὅσα ἁγνά, 
ὅσα προσφιλῆ, ὅσα εὔφημα» (Φιλιπ. δ’, 8). Ἡ Ἐκκλησία 
προβάλλει τήν θυσιαστικήν ἀγάπην τοῦ Ἐσταυρωμένου 
Κυρίου της ὡς τήν μόνην ὁδόν πρός ἕνα κόσμον εἰρήνης, 
δικαιοσύνης, ἐλευθερίας καί ἀλληλεγγύης μεταξύ τῶν 
ἀνθρώπων καί τῶν λαῶν, τῶν ὁποίων μόνον καί ἔσχα-
τον μέτρον εἶναι πάντοτε ὁ ὑπέρ τῆς τοῦ κόσμου ζωῆς 
θυσιασθείς Κύριος (προβλ. Ἀποκ. ε’, 12), ἤτοι ἡ ἄπειρος 
Ἀγάπη τοῦ ἐν Τριάδι Θεοῦ, τοῦ Πατρός καί τοῦ Υἱοῦ καί 
τοῦ Ἁγίου Πνεύματος, ᾧ ἡ δόξα καί τό κράτος εἰς τούς 
αἰῶνας τῶν αἰώνων. Ἀμήν. 

† ὁ Κωνσταντινουπόλεως Βαρθολομαῖος, Πρόεδρος
† ὁ Ἀλεξανδρείας Θεόδωρος
† ὁ Ἱεροσολύμων Θεόφιλος
† ὁ Σερβίας Εἰρηναῖος
† ὁ Ρουμανίας Δανιήλ
† ὁ Νέας Ἰουστινιανῆς καί πάσης Κύπρου Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Ἀθηνῶν καί πάσης Ἑλλάδος Ἱερώνυμος
† ὁ Βαρσοβίας καί πάσης Πολωνίας Σάββας
† ὁ Τιράνων καί πάσης Ἀλβανίας Ἀναστάσιος
† ὁ Πρέσοβ καί πάσης Τσεχίας καί Σλοβακίας Ραστισλάβ
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου
† ὁ Καρελίας καί πάσης Φιλλανδίας Λέων
† ὁ Ταλλίνης καί πάσης Ἐσθονίας Στέφανος
† ὁ Γέρων Περγάμου Ἰωάννης
† ὁ Γέρων Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος
† ὁ Γερμανίας Αὐγουστῖνος
† ὁ Κρήτης Εἰρηναῖος
† ὁ Ντένβερ Ἠσαΐας
† ὁ Ἀτλάντας Ἀλέξιος
† ὁ Πριγκηποννήσων Ἰάκωβος
† ὁ Προικοννήσου Ἰωσήφ
† ὁ Φιλαδελφείας Μελίτων
† ὁ Γαλλίας Ἐμμανουήλ
† ὁ Δαρδανελλίων Νικήτας
† ὁ Ντητρόϊτ Νικόλαος
† ὁ Ἁγίου Φραγκίσκου Γεράσιμος
† ὁ Κισάμου καί Σελίνου Ἀμφιλόχιος
† ὁ Κορέας Ἀμβρόσιος
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Πρός τούς Σεβασμιωτάτους καί Θεοφι-
λεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τούς Εὐλαβεστάτους 
Ἱερεῖς καί Διακόνους, τούς Μοναχούς καί 
Μοναχές, τούς Προέδρους καί Μέλη τῶν 
Συμβουλίων τῶν Ἑλληνορθοδόξων Κοινο-
τήτων, τῶν Διακεκριμένων Ἀρχόντων τοῦ 
Οἰκουμενικοῦ Πατριαρχείου, τά Ἡμερήσια 
καί Ἀπογευματινά Σχολεῖα, τίς Φιλοπτώχους 
Ἀδελφότητες, τήν Νεολαία, τίς Ἑλληνορθό-
δοξες Ὀργανώσεις καί ὁλόκληρο τό Χριστε-
πώνυμον πλήρωμα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς 
Ἀμερικῆς. 

Προσφιλεῖς Ἀδελφοί 
καί Ἀδελφές ἐν Χριστῷ,
Καθώς παρακολουθοῦμε τήν τρα-

γωδία καί τόν ἀγώνα πολλῶν ἀνθρώπων 
σέ ὁλόκληρη τήν ὑφήλιο οἱ ὁποῖοι ἐξω-
θοῦνται ἀπό τίς πατρίδες των, ἀναγκάζο-
νται νά γίνουν πρόσφυγες καί ἀναζητοῦν 
νά καλύψουν τίς βασικές ἀνάγκες τῆς 
ζωῆς, ἐνθυμούμεθα τήν τραγωδία καί 
τούς ἀγῶνες τῶν ἀνθρώπων τοῦ δικοῦ 
μας Γένους. Τόν μήνα αὐτό τιμοῦμε τήν 
94ῃ ἐπέτειο τῆς Μικρασιατικῆς Κατα-
στροφῆς. Τό 1922, δεκάδες χιλιάδων 
Ἑλλήνων τῆς Σμύρνης ἐξωθήθηκαν ἀπό 
τά σπίτια καί τίς ἐπιχειρήσεις των καθώς 
αὐτά καίγονταν μαζί μέ τίς ἐκκλησίες. 
Πολλοί ἔχασαν τή ζωή των στή χαοτική 
κατάσταση ἡ ὁποία ἐπεκράτησε καί στίς 
πυρκαϊές, καί οἱ ἐπιζήσαντες μετατράπη-
καν σέ πρόσφυγες καθώς ἡ πατρογονική 
γῆ, οἱ περιουσίες καί ἡ εὐημερία των 
λεηλατήθηκαν μέ βίαιο τρόπο. 

 Σέ ἀναγνώριση αὐτοῦ τοῦ γε-
γονότος καθώς καί πολλῶν συναφῶν 

Ἐπέτειος Μνήμης τῆς Μικρασιατικῆς Καταστροφῆς
γεγονότων τῆς ἐποχῆς ἐκείνης, οἱ ἐνορίες 
τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας τελοῦν ἐπι-
μνημόσυνες δεήσεις καί εἰδικές τελετές. 
Ὅλοι μαζί ἀπό κοινοῦ ἄς τιμήσουμε τούς 
προγόνους μας οἱ ὁποῖοι ἐχάθηκαν καί 
τήν ἀνδρεία ἐκείνων οἱ ὁποῖοι ἐπέζησαν. 
Ἄς τιμήσουμε ὅλοι μαζί τή μνήμη καί 
τή θυσία ἐκείνων πού ὑπέφεραν. Καθώς 
ἐρχόμεθα ἀντιμέτωποι μέ κρίσεις στή 
σύγχρονη πραγματικότητα τῆς ζωῆς 
μας, εἴθε νά ἀντλοῦμε δύναμη καί καθο-
δήγηση ἀπό τήν Ὀρθόδοξη πίστη μας, 
ὅπως πολλοί ἄλλοι τίς σκοτεινές ἐκεῖνες 
ἡμέρες ἐναπέθεσαν τήν ἐλπίδα γιά τήν 
ἀπελευθέρωση καί τή σωτηρία των στόν 
Παντοδύναμο Θεό. 

Διά τῆς πίστεώς μας στόν Θεό καί 
τῆς τιμῆς πού ἀποδίδουμε στήν κληρο-
νομιά καί τό Γένος μας, εἴμεθα σέ θέση 
νά προσφέρουμε παρηγορία καί βοήθεια 
σ’ ἐκείνους πού χρειάζονται βοήθεια 
σήμερα. 

Εἴθε ἡ μνήμη τῶν πατέρων καί μη-
τέρων μας οἱ ὁποῖοι ἐπέδειξαν τεράστιο 
θάρρος στίς ἡμέρες τῆς Μικρασιατικῆς 
Καταστροφῆς νά μᾶς ἐμπνέῃ γιά νά προ-
σφέρουμε ἐλπίδα, καί εἴθε ἡ ἐμπειρία μας 
τῆς χάριτος τοῦ Θεοῦ νά μᾶς ὁδηγῇ νά 
εἴμεθα εὐσπλαγχνικοί μέ ὅλους. 

Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος
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Εγκύκλιος

Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

Μέ πατρική ἐν Χριστῷ ἀγάπη,

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

† ὁ Ἀρχιεπίσκοπος Ἀμερικῆς Δημήτριος

ΝΕΑ ΥΟΡΚΗ – Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος δέχθηκε τον πρωθυπουργό 
της Ελλάδος κ. Αλέξη Τσίπρα και τη συνοδεία του -ο οποίος βρέθηκε  στη Νέα Υόρκη συμμετέχοντας 
στις εναρκτήριες εργασίες της Γενικής Συνέλευσης του Οργανισμού Ηνωμένων Εθνών - στο γραφείο 
του στην έδρα της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής Αμερικής, το πρωί της 22ας Σεπτεμβρίου και συζήτησαν 
θέματα κοινού ενδιαφέροντος.

Ο πρωθυπουργός της Ελλάδος  Αλέξης Τσίπρας
στην Αρχιεπισκοπή Αμερικής στη Νέα Υόρκη

Ο Σεβασμιώτατος Αρχιεπίσκοπος Αμερικής κ. Δημήτριος και ο πρωθυπουργός της Ελλάδος 
κ. Αλέξης Τσίπρας. κατά τη διάρκεια της επίσκεψής του στα γραφεία της Ιεράς Αρχιεπισκοπής 
Αμερικής στη Νέα Υόρκη.

πού ἀκολουθοῦν στήν προσφορά μαρτυρίας 
ἀγάπης, δικαιοσύνης καί εἰρήνης. 

Προσδοκοῦμε τίς εὐλογίες καί τίς δωρεές 
τοῦ Δημιουργοῦ μας καί καθώς θά τίς λαμ-
βάνουμε θά προσφέρουμε εὐγνωμοσύνη καί 
δοξολογία. Συγκεντρωνόμεθα στήν ἔναρξη 
αὐτοῦ τοῦ ἐκκλησιαστικοῦ ἔτους μέ τήν 
καρδιά μας γεμάτη χαρά. Τό βίωμά μας νά 
ζοῦμε μέ τήν ἐν Χριστῷ εὐλογία μᾶς ὁδηγεῖ 
στήν ἀποστολή μας στόν κόσμο –νά εἴμεθα ἡ 
φωνή Του, νά προσφέρουμε τό Εὐαγγέλιο τῆς 
ἀλήθειας καί τῆς ἀγάπης, καί νά κατευθύνουμε 
ἄλλους στή σωτηρία καί στήν ὑπόσχεσή Του 
γιά αἰώνια ζωή.   

Εἴθε νά ἔχετε ἕνα εὐλογημένο νέο ἐκκλη-
σιασιαστικό ἔτος καί μία χαρμόσυνη ἑορτή, 
ὥστε νά πλουτίσετε τήν ἡμέρα αὐτή μέ τήν 
προσδοκία τῶν ἀναμενομένων μεγάλων ἔργων 
καί εὐλογιῶν τοῦ Κυρίου μας Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ. 
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Ἔναρξη Νέου
Ἐκκλησιαστικοῦ  Ἔτους

ἀγάπη γιά μᾶς ἀποκάλυψε τό μέγα ἔλεός Του 
καί συγχώρησε τίς ἁμαρτίες μας.

Ἡ καταλλαγή μας μέ τόν Θεό διά τῆς 
Σταυρικῆς θυσίας ἦταν πράξη μεγάλης θυσίας. 
Ὑψώνοντας τόν Σταυρό μπροστά μας, ἀναγνω-
ρίζουμε ὅτι ἕνα ὄργανο χάριτος ὑπῆρξε ἐπίσης 
ὄργανο βασανισμοῦ καί θανάτου. Ἀναγνωρί-
ζουμε τό ἀσύλληπτο βᾶρος τό ὁποῖο σήκωσε ὁ 
Κύριός μας ὅταν ἐπωμίσθηκε τήν ἁμαρτία μας 
ὡς ἀμόλυντη προσφορά.

Διά τῆς θυσίας Του, συμφιλιωνόμεθα μέ 
τόν Θεό. Προσερχόμεθα στόν Τίμιο Σταυρό 
μέ πίστη. Τόν κοιτάζουμε καί διακηρύσσουμε 
τή δύναμη ἡ ὁποία ἀποκαλύφθηκε. Πιστεύ-
ουμε στήν πανίσχυρη πράξη τῆς λυτρώσεως 
ἡ ὁποία πραγματοποιήθηκε διά τοῦ Κυρίου 
μας ἐπί τοῦ Σταυροῦ. Μέ πίστη μετανοοῦμε 
γιά τίς ἁμαρτίες μας, λαμβάνοντας τή χάρη 
τοῦ Θεοῦ καί ἐκζητῶντας τή συμφιλίωση μέ 
τό Δημιουργό μας.

Καθώς συμφιλιωνόμεθα μέ τόν Θεό διά 
τοῦ Χριστοῦ καί τοῦ Σταυροῦ, μᾶς προσφέ-
ρεται ἡ διακονία τῆς καταλλαγῆς (Β’Κορ., 
5:18-19). Καλούμεθα ἀπό τόν Κύριό μας καί 
ἐνδυναμωνόμεθα ἀπό τόν Ζωοποιό Σταυρό 
Του νά μοιρασθοῦμε τή χάρη τοῦ Θεοῦ. Ἀπό 
ζωές οἱ ὁποῖες μεταμορφώνονται καί δεσμεύ-
ονται μέ τήν ἀποστολή μας τῆς διαδόσεως 
τοῦ Εὐαγγελίου, ἐπιδεικνύουμε τή δύναμη 
τοῦ Σταυροῦ στήν ἀνακαίνιση τῆς ζωῆς, τῆς 
ἀναγεννήσεως, τῆς ἰάσεως καί τῆς λυτρώσεως.

Ἡ διακονία μας τῆς καταλλαγῆς ἀποτε-
λεῖ ἐπίσης μαρτυρία θυσίας. Καθώς Ἐκεῖνος 
ἔδωσε τή ζωή Του γιά μᾶς, δίδουμε πλήρως. 
Προσφέρουμε τή ζωή, τά δῶρα καί τά μέσα 
μας γιά νά ἔλθουν καί οἱ ἄλλοι στόν Σταυρό. 
Στεκόμεθα ἀντιμέτωποι μέ τούς διωγμούς καί 
τά βασανιστήρια, διακηρύσσοντας μήνυμα 
καταλλαγῆς οὕτως ὥστε οἱ ἄλλοι νά ἔχουν 
ἄφθονη καί αἰώνια ζωή. Μέσα ἀπ’αὐτό τό 
μήνυμα, ζητοῦμε ἀπό ὅλους νά στρέψουν τό 
βλέμμα στόν Χριστό, νά πιστεύσουν σ’ Αὐτόν 
καί νά συμφιλιωθοῦν μέ τόν Θεό.  Καθώς 
ὑψώνουμε τόν Σταυρό τοῦ Χριστοῦ κάθε 
χρόνο σέ αὐτή τήν Ἑορτή, καλούμεθα ἐπίσης 
νά προσευχηθοῦμε γιά τήν ἀγαπημένη μας 
Θεολογική Σχολή τοῦ Τιμίου Σταυροῦ ὅπως 
ἐπίσης καί γιά τούς σπουδαστές, τό προσωπικό 
καί τούς καθηγητές οἱ ὁποῖοι ὑπηρετοῦν ἐκεῖ. 
Αὐτή ἡ κοινότητα μαθήσεως καί πνευματικῆς 
οἰκοδομῆς εἶναι ἀφιερωμένη στή διακονία 
τῆς καταλλαγῆς μέσα ἀπό τήν ἐπιμόρφωση 
μελλοντικῶν κληρικῶν καί ἡγετῶν τῆς Ἱερᾶς 
Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς μας ἀπό τήν τάξη τῶν λαϊκῶν. 
Σέ ἕνα ὡραῖο περιβᾶλλον λατρείας καί ἀκα-
δημαϊκῶν σπουδῶν, οἱ σπουδαστές μας ἐφο-
διάζονται γι’αυτή τή διακονία διά τῆς χάριτος 
τοῦ Θεοῦ. Πολλοί ἐξ αὐτῶν τό ἐπιτυγχάνουν 
θυσιάζοντας τόσο σέ ἐπαγγελματικό ὅσο καί 
σέ οἰκονομικό ἐπίπεδο γιά νά ἀπαντήσουν στό 
κάλεσμά Του. Μέ πίστη ἀφιερώνονται στό θέ-
λημά Του, σέ μιά ζωή διακονίας τῶν ἀνθρώπων 
τοῦ Θεοῦ καί ὅσων ἔχουν ἀνάγκη τή ζωή ἡ 
ὁποία μᾶς ἔχει δοθεῖ μέσῳ τοῦ Σταυροῦ.

Εἴθε νά συνεχίσουμε νά προσευχόμεθα 
καί νά στηρίζουμε τόν Τίμιο Σταυρό καί τούς 
σπουδαστές μας. Καθώς βλέπουμε τόν Σταυρό 
τήν ἡμέρα αὐτή, ἄς προσφέρουμε δοξολογία 
στόν Θεό γιά τήν καταλλαγή μας μ’ Ἐκεῖνον 
μέσῳ τοῦ Χριστοῦ. Ἄς ἀφιερώσουμε τό ἔργο 
μας στή διακονία τῆς καταλλαγῆς ἔτσι ὥστε 
οἱ ἄνθρωποι γύρω μας νά ἀνακαλύψουν τή 
ζωή καί τή χάρη μέσα ἀπό τόν Σταυρό τοῦ 
Κυρίου μας.

Παγκόσμια  Ὕψωση 
τοῦ Τιμίου 

καί Ζωοποιοῦ Σταυροῦ

Εγκύκλιος

JOHN MINDALA photo

† ὁ Σηλυβρίας Μάξιμος
† ὁ Ἀδριανουπόλεως Ἀμφιλόχιος
† ὁ Διοκλείας Κάλλιστος
† ὁ Ἱεραπόλεως Ἀντώνιος, ἐπί κεφαλῆς τῶν Οὐκρανῶν 
Ὀρθοδόξων ἐν ΗΠΑ
† ὁ Τελμησσοῦ Ἰώβ
† ὁ Χαριουπόλεως Ἰωάννης, ἐπί κεφαλῆς τῆς Πατριαρ-
χικῆς Ἐξαρχίας τῶν ἐν τῇ Δυτικῇ Εὐρώπῃ Ὀρθοδόξων 
Παροικιῶν Ρωσσικῆς Παραδόσεως
† ὁ Νύσσης Γρηγόριος, ἐπί κεφαλῆς τῶν Καρπαθορρώσ-
σων Ὀρθοδόξων ἐν ΗΠΑ
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Πατριαρχείου Ἀλεξανδρείας
† ὁ Γέρων Λεοντοπόλεως Γαβριήλ
† ὁ Ναϊρόμπι Μακάριος
† ὁ Καμπάλας Ἰωνᾶς
† ὁ Ζιμπάμπουε καί Ἀγκόλας Σεραφείμ
† ὁ Νιγηρίας Ἀλέξανδρος
† ὁ Τριπόλεως Θεοφύλακτος
† ὁ Καλῆς Ἐλπίδος Σέργιος
† ὁ Κυρήνης Ἀθανάσιος
† ὁ Καρθαγένης Ἀλέξιος
† ὁ Μουάνζας Ἱερώνυμος
† ὁ Γουϊνέας Γεώργιος
† ὁ Ἑρμουπόλεως Νικόλαος
† ὁ Εἰρηνουπόλεως Δημήτριος
† ὁ Ἰωαννουπόλεως καί Πρετορίας Δαμασκηνός
† ὁ Ἄκκρας Νάρκισσος
† ὁ Πτολεμαΐδος Ἐμμανουήλ
† ὁ Καμερούν Γρηγόριος
† ὁ Μέμφιδος Νικόδημος
† ὁ Κατάγκας Μελέτιος
† ὁ Μπραζαβίλ καί Γκαμπόν Παντελεήμων
† ὁ Μπουρούντι καί Ρουάντας Ἰννοκέντιος
† ὁ Μοζαμβίκης Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Νιέρι καί Ὄρους Κένυας Νεόφυτος
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Πατριαρχείου Ἱεροσολύμων
† ὁ Φιλαδελφείας Βενέδικτος
† ὁ Κωνσταντίνης Ἀρίσταρχος
† ὁ Ἰορδάνου Θεοφύλακτος
† ὁ Ἀνθηδῶνος Νεκτάριος
† ὁ Πέλλης Φιλούμενος
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Ἐκκλησίας Σερβίας
† ὁ Ἀχρίδος καί Σκοπίων Ἰωάννης
† ὁ Μαυροβουνίου καί Παραθαλασσίας Ἀμφιλόχιος
† ὁ Ζάγκρεμπ καί Λιουμπλιάνας Πορφύριος
† ὁ Σιρμίου Βασίλειος
† ὁ Βουδιμίου Λουκιανóς
† ὁ Νέας Γκρατσάνιτσας Λογγῖνος

† ὁ Μπάτσκας Εἰρηναῖος
† ὁ Σβορνικίου καί Τούζλας Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Ζίτσης Ἰουστῖνος
† ὁ Βρανίων Παχώμιος
† ὁ Σουμαδίας Ἰωάννης
† ὁ Μπρανιτσέβου Ἰγνάτιος
† ὁ Δαλματίας Φώτιος
† ὁ Μπίχατς καί Πέτροβατς Ἀθανάσιος
† ὁ Νίκσιτς καί Βουδίμλιε Ἰωαννίκιος
† ὁ Ζαχουμίου καί Ἑρζεγοβίνης Γρηγόριος
† ὁ Βαλιέβου Μιλούτιν
† ὁ ἐν Δυτικῇ Ἀμερικῇ Μάξιμος
† ὁ ἐν Αὐστραλίᾳ καί Νέᾳ Ζηλανδίᾳ Εἰρηναῖος
† ὁ Κρούσεβατς Δαυΐδ
† ὁ Σλαυονίας Ἰωάννης
† ὁ ἐν Αὐστρίᾳ καί Ἑλβετίᾳ Ἀνδρέας
† ὁ Φραγκφούρτης καί ἐν Γερμανίᾳ Σέργιος
† ὁ Τιμοκίου Ἱλαρίων
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Ἐκκλησίας Ρουμανίας
† ὁ Ἰασίου καί Μολδαβίας καί Μπουκοβίνης Θεοφάνης
† ὁ Σιμπίου καί Τρανσυλβανίας Λαυρέντιος
† ὁ Βάντ, Φελεάκ καί Κλούζ καί Κλούζ, Ἄλμπας, Κρι-
σάνας καί Μαραμοῦρες Ἀνδρέας
† ὁ Κραϊόβας καί Ὀλτενίας Εἰρηναῖος
† ὁ Τιμισοάρας καί Βανάτου Ἰωάννης
† ὁ ἐν Δυτικῇ καί Νοτίῳ Εὐρώπῃ Ἰωσήφ
† ὁ ἐν Γερμανίᾳ καί Κεντρικῇ Εὐρώπῃ Σεραφείμ
† ὁ Τιργοβιστίου Νήφων
† ὁ Ἄλμπα Ἰούλια Εἰρηναῖος
† ὁ Ρώμαν καί Μπακάου Ἰωακείμ
† ὁ Κάτω Δουνάβεως Κασσιανός
† ὁ Ἀράντ Τιμόθεος
† ὁ ἐν Ἀμερικῇ Νικόλαος
† ὁ Ὀράντεα Σωφρόνιος
† ὁ Στρεχαΐας καί Σεβερίνου Νικόδημος
† ὁ Τουλσέας Βησσαρίων
† ὁ Σαλάζης Πετρώνιος
† ὁ ἐν Οὑγγαρίᾳ Σιλουανός
† ὁ ἐν Ἰταλίᾳ Σιλουανός
† ὁ ἐν Ἱσπανίᾳ καί Πορτογαλίᾳ Τιμόθεος
† ὁ ἐν Βορείῳ Εὐρώπῃ Μακάριος
† ὁ Πλοεστίου Βαρλαάμ, Βοηθός παρά τῷ Πατριάρχῃ
† ὁ Λοβιστέου Αἰμιλιανός, Βοηθός παρά τῷ Ἀρχιεπι-
σκόπῳ Ριμνικίου
† ὁ Βικίνης Ἰωάννης Κασσιανός, Βοηθός παρά τῷ 
Ἀρχιεπισκόπῳ ἐν Ἀμερικῇ
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Ἐκκλησίας Κύπρου
† ὁ Πάφου Γεώργιος
† ὁ Κιτίου Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Κυρηνείας Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Λεμεσοῦ Ἀθανάσιος
† ὁ Μόρφου Νεόφυτος

† ὁ Κωνσταντίας - Ἀμμοχώστου Βασίλειος
† ὁ Κύκκου καί Τηλλυρίας Νικηφόρος
† ὁ Ταμασοῦ καί Ὀρεινῆς Ἠσαΐας
† ὁ Τριμυθοῦντος καί Λευκάρων Βαρνάβας
† ὁ Καρπασίας Χριστοφόρος
† ὁ Ἀρσινόης Νεκτάριος
† ὁ Ἀμαθοῦντος Νικόλαος
† ὁ Λήδρας Ἐπιφάνιος
† ὁ Χύτρων Λεόντιος
† ὁ Νεαπόλεως Πορφύριος
† ὁ Μεσαορίας Γρηγόριος
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Ἐκκλησίας Ἑλλάδος
† ὁ Φιλίππων, Νεαπόλεως καί Θάσου Προκόπιος
† ὁ Περιστερίου Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Ἠλείας Γερμανός
† ὁ Μαντινείας καί Κυνουρίας Ἀλέξανδρος
† ὁ Ἄρτης Ἰγνάτιος
† ὁ Διδυμοτείχου, Ὀρεστιάδος καί Σουφλίου Δαμα-
σκηνός
† ὁ Νικαίας Ἀλέξιος
† ὁ Ναυπάκτου καί Ἁγίου Βλασίου Ἱερόθεος
† ὁ Σάμου καί Ἰκαρίας Εὐσέβιος
† ὁ Καστορίας Σεραφείμ
† ὁ Δημητριάδος καί Ἁλμυροῦ Ἰγνάτιος
† ὁ Κασσανδρείας Νικόδημος
† ὁ Ὕδρας, Σπετσῶν καί Αἰγίνης Ἐφραίμ
† ὁ Σερρῶν καί Νιγρίτης Θεολόγος
† ὁ Σιδηροκάστρου Μακάριος
† ὁ Ἀλεξανδρουπόλεως Ἄνθιμος
† ὁ Νεαπόλεως καί Σταυρουπόλεως Βαρνάβας
† ὁ Μεσσηνίας Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Ἰλίου, Ἀχαρνῶν καί Πετρουπόλεως Ἀθηναγόρας
† ὁ Λαγκαδᾶ, Λητῆς καί Ρεντίνης Ἰωάννης
† ὁ Νέας Ἰωνίας καί Φιλαδελφείας Γαβριήλ
† ὁ Νικοπόλεως καί Πρεβέζης Χρυσόστομος
† ὁ Ἱερισσοῦ, Ἁγίου Ὄρους καί Ἀρδαμερίου Θεόκλητος
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Ἐκκλησίας Πολωνίας
† ὁ Λούτζ καί Πόζναν Σίμων
† ὁ Λούμπλιν καί Χέλμ Ἄβελ
† ὁ Μπιαλύστοκ καί Γκντάνσκ Ἰάκωβος
† ὁ Σιεμιατίτσε Γεώργιος
† ὁ Γκορλίτσε Παΐσιος
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Ἐκκλησίας Ἀλβανίας
† ὁ Κορυτσᾶς Ἰωάννης
† ὁ Ἀργυροκάστρου Δημήτριος
† ὁ Ἀπολλωνίας καί Φίερ Νικόλαος
† ὁ Ἐλμπασάν Ἀντώνιος
† ὁ Ἀμαντίας Ναθαναήλ
† ὁ Βύλιδος Ἄστιος
Ἀντιπροσωπεία Ἐκκλησίας Τσεχίας καί Σλοβακίας
† ὁ Πράγας Μιχαήλ
† ὁ Σούμπερκ Ἠσαΐας

uu Σελίδα 17

Αγία και Μεγάλη Σύνοδος
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 P A R I S H   p r o f i l e

Ongoing Building Programs Enhance Church’s Presence

ST. CATHERINE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Parish Profile

Name: St. Catherine 
Greek Orthodox Church 
Location: Braintree, Mass.
Metropolis of Boston
Founded: 1961
Clergy: served by interim clergy, pending 
appointment of a fulll-time priest
Size: About 300 families
Web: www.stcatherinebraintree.org
E-mail: saintcatherinechurch@msn.com St. Catherine Church photo

BRAINTREE, Mass. – According to 
a parish history, following the Second 
World War, a growing number of Greek 
Orthodox people began to populate the 
southern and western suburbs of Boston, 
which at the time, were being serviced by 
the clergy of Boston. By the late 1950s 
it was apparent that a new church was 
needed at the gateway to the South Shore 
to serve the spiritual, educational, cultural, 
and social needs of the growing number of 
faithful living in the cities and towns that 
constitute the “South Shore.” 

In 1959 a group of dedicated families 
devoted to the church and their ancestral 
heritage organized the “South Shore Hel-
lenic Association” to pursue the establish-
ment of a Greek Orthodox church in a 
locality accessible to most families living 
the area.

After a period of negotiations, the 
Archdiocese issued a charter for the 
establishment of a Church community. 
A fund-raising campaign culminated in 
the purchase of the United First Parish 
Church of Quincy, which was built in the 
late 19th century and located on Beale 
and Farrington streets. The building was 
renovated and converted into an Ortho-
dox church with all the essential liturgical 
appointments. The church was dedicated 
to St. Catherine the Great Martyr of Alex-
andria.

The newly established parish began 
functioning officially on Oct. 23, 1960 with 
the appointment of an interim priest, Fr. 
Dean Timothy Andrews. One year later the 
parish was assigned a permanent priest, 
Fr. Demetrios Michaelides. Both priests 
were from the first graduating class (1942) 
of Holy Cross Theological School.

The parish was formally incorporated 
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
in December 1961 as the Greek Orthodox 
Community of South Shore under the 
jurisdiction of the Archdiocese. Catherine 
Pappas, the long-time president of the Na-
tional Philoptochos Society, was declared 
patron and sponsor of the church.

New beginnings in Braintree
Within two decades of its existence, it 

was apparent that the parish was outgrow-
ing the Beale Street property with its very 
limited possibilities for expansion. Thus in 
1982 the parish made a bold move, pur-

chasing the six-acre site of the old Pappas 
Farm and Picnic Grounds near Interstate 
Highway 93 at the crossroads of the South 
Shore in Braintree, a city of about 36,000, 
founded in 1625 and named for Braintree, 
England. It is best known as the birthplace 
of Presidents John Adams and John Quincy 
Adams, and statesman John Hancock.

Plans for the future church and com-
munity center developed slowly due to 
several factors. In 2000 the parish estab-
lished a building committee to develop 
plans for the Braintree site. In 2001 the 
parish engaged the services of Christ 
Kamages, a prominent architect whose 
firm has an impressive record designing 
and building a large number of Orthodox 
churches in the United States, including 
several in New England. 

Within three years plans for the new 
site were developed, financial arrange-
ments with local banks were made, and 
a successful building fund campaign was 
conducted. The new community and edu-
cational center was completed in the au-
tumn of 2004. Its grand hall would house 
the interim sanctuary for several years.

Parish life in Braintree began quietly 
but joyfully–with renewed hope and com-
mitment–on the weekend of Oct. 9-10, 
2004 when the doors of the new center 
were officially opened and the first Divine 
Liturgy was celebrated in the interim 
sanctuary.

Thus, St. Catherine parish found a 
brand new home and a renewed sense of 
purpose and mission.

In the summer of 2007, the parish 
embarked on Phase II of its building 
program. After careful planning and new 
fund-raising initiatives construction began 
on the new church.

Thanks to the hard work of many vol-
unteers and the generous contributions of 
parishioners and friends, beginning with 
the magnanimous gifts of the grand pa-
trons and sponsors George and Caterina 
Sakellaris, Phase II of the building program 
was brought to a successful conclusion. 

On March 29-30, 2008, with Metro-
politan Methodios presiding, the parish 
celebrated the Thyranoixia of the new 
church laying claim to the Byzantine style 
edifice as its permanent house of worship 
on the cornerstone of which are inscribed 
the words:“My House shall be called a 

House of Prayer for all Peoples” (Is. 56:7).
In 2013 the parish initiated Phase 

III of the building program: the interior 
decoration of the church. 

Dr. George Kordis, the master iconog-
rapher and professor of iconography at the 
University of Athens Theological School, 
was selected to develop and execute the 
iconographic scheme. 

The work was completed in 2015. 
Significantly, the 2016 almanac of the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate in its initial pages 
features in color the interior of St. Cath-
erine with its iconography.

The parish council is currently plan-
ning to Phase IV of the building program, 
the beautification of the church grounds. 
The church and center sit in lovely rustic 
surroundings that await further develop-
ment and beautification. 

The community center includes the 
grand hall, a suite of administrative of-
fices, modern kitchen facilities, and the 
Cacridas Learning Center with its several 
classrooms, a large reception hall, and 
meeting rooms, The site also offers ample 
parking facilities.

The parish offers a variety of minis-
tries, including a thriving Sunday School, 
Greek School, Summer Vacation School, 
and adult educational programs; an active 
Philoptochos Society and a parents as-
sociation; several youth groups including 
Hope, Joy and GOYA, and an impressive 
children’s choir. 

The Philoptochos and youth groups 
participate in several outreach programs 
including support of the Philoxenia House 
of the Metropolis of Boston and the Brain-
tree Food Pantry.

The parish council consists of 15 
members.

Until March, the parish was served by 
Fr. Philippe Mousis. In the interim period, 
as of this writing, the Rev. Dr. Alkiviadis 
Calivas, retired professor at Holy Cross 
School of Theology, has been serving at 
the parish.

— Compiled by Jim Golding



SEPTEMBER 201620

Metropolis News

ELMHURST, Ill. – More than 130 
Orthodox Sunday School teachers and 
directors, representing seven Chicago area 
Orthodox jurisdictions attended the fall 
Sunday Church School Teacher Workshop 
Aug. 20, which featured presentations by 
Dr. Anton Vrame, director of the Archdio-
cese Department of Religious Education.

Theme was  “Bible Basics for the Or-
thodox Church School Teacher.” 

Other speakers included Ruth Faklis, 
Metropolis of Chicago Choir Federation 
President and retired librarian, who dem-
onstrated story telling techniques for all 
ages; Presvytera Nichole Boznos, MTS, a 
graduate of Holy Cross School of Theology, 
discussed the challenges and blessings as-

Chicago Area Sunday School Teachers
Workshop Focuses on Bible Basics

sociated with teaching the Bible to children 
2-8; Jan Kolyvas, of St. Spyridon Church, 
who showed her unique approach in teach-
ing the Parables to teens; and a special 
presentation by Gordana Trbuhovich of the 
Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy 
Youth, gave attendees information on drug 
and substance abuse amongst Teens in the 
Chicago area Orthodox community.

For more information on this work-
shop and upcoming events, find the 
Metropolis of Chicago Department of Re-
ligious Education on Facebook, or email 
religiousedmc@chicago.goarch.org.

Presvytera Georgia Alikakos is director 
of the Chicago Metropolis Department of 
Religious Education (708. 715.4584).

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – Metropolis of 
Chicago Chancellor Bishop Demetrios of 
Mokissos was among the honored guests 
at the 2016 Illinois Governor’s Prayer 
Breakfast held at the Executive Mansion. 
He was invited to this because of his long 
record of leadership within interfaith orga-
nizations throughout the state of Illinois.

Bishop  Demetrios said of the event, 
“I am grateful to Gov. Rauner for continu-

Chicago Chancellor Attends Governor’s Prayer Breakfast
by John Ackerman ing this venerable tradition of bringing the 

leadership of the faith community and 
state officials together in prayer for the 
welfare of our state and communities.”

In addition to representatives of other 
faiths and denominations, also attend-
ing were: Fr. George Pyle of St. Anthony 
Church in Springfield and two Metropolis 
of Chicago staff members, Director of 
Media Relations John C. Ackerman and 
William Kallas, the new registrar and ex-
ecutive aide to Bishop Demetrios.

URBANA-CHAMPAIGN, Ill. – The Uni-
versity of Illinois Orthodox Christian Fellow-
ship Chapter ushered in the beginning of 
the new academic year Aug. 21 with officers 
manning an Informational Booth as part of 
the university’s Quad Day.

Students visiting the OCF Booth were 
invited to a Welcome BBQ at NIKA House, 
the Orthodox Christian Student Living 
Center located on the campus.

New and returning students gathered 
there that evening for a dinner of BBQ pork 
and hot dogs. Live music was provided by 
the band the “Sax Pistols,” comprised of 
NIKA House residents. Fr. Michael Condos 
and members of Three Hierarchs Church 
welcomed the students.

The OCF had its first weekly meeting at 
NIKA House Aug. 23 with students gather-
ing for fellowship and a supper provided 
by a family from Three Hierarchs Church. 
Fr. Michael led a Bible study and Orthodox 
faith teachings. The OCF organizes rides for 

University of Illinois OCF Begins New Academic Year
the students to get to church on Sundays. 
Many of the OCF members actively partici-
pate at Three Hierarchs Church, teaching 
Sunday School, Greek School, and serving 
as acolytes and chanters.

NIKA House, the only Orthodox stu-
dent living center in the United States, is 
owned and operated by the Orthodox 
Christian Alumni in Action (OCAA) on the 
University of Illinois campus. NIKA House 
has been in existence for 11 years. It is a 
member of Private Certified Housing of the 
university, and certified to house residents 
who are freshmen. NIKA House also serves 
as a meeting place for the OCF, where stu-
dents can gather for fellowship and social 
activities.

For more information about the Uni-
versity of Illinois OCF Chapter and NIKA 
House, visit their websites and Facebook 
pages; www.NikaHouse.com or www.
OCFIllinois.weebly.com and NIKA House 
or OCF Illinois on Facebook.

KANSASVILLE, Wis. – More than 500 
young people from the Metropolis of Chi-
cago and far beyond attended the FANARI 
Camp at the St. Iakovos Retreat Center.

One who stood out was George, a 15-
year- old from Tbilisi, capital of the Republic 
of Georgia. George’s mom works at one 
of the many Hellenicare facilities that have 
served all the citizens of the Republics of 
Albania, Armenian, Georgia and Ukraine.

Hellenicare, a non-profit based in Chi-
cago, was established by Andrew Athens in 
1997 to provide healthcare in the impover-
ished former Russian provinces.

Earlier this year she asked Dr. Charles 
Kanakis, who was serving as volunteer 
physician at the Hellenicare facility in 

Camp FANARI Benefits Republic of Georgia Boy
Tbilisi, about the possibility of her young 
son visiting America. Dr. Kanakis consulted 
with members of the St. Iakovos Retreat 
Center Board concerning the possibility of 
helping make this a reality. Together, they 
recalled some funding which had been 
contributed for this type of purpose by the 
Andrew Athens trust. In recognition of the 
over $100,000 personally donated to the 
St. Iakovos Retreat Center by the Andrew 
Athens trust and much more raised by 
him for the facility, the St. Iakovos Retreat 
Center Board several years ago decided 
to place $20,000 in reserve as the Louise 
Athens FANARI Scholarships to allow them 
the resources to help youth in need of as-
sistance enjoy time at FANARI Camp, with 
the name of the scholarship program in 
honor of Andrew Athens’ wife.

With assistance from this fund which 
covered his cost during his stay, and with 
his family covering the expense of his travel 
to get here, George has found himself at 
two weeks of FANARI. George had the op-
portunity to visit with Alex and Jackie Athens 
James thanks to St. Iakovos Retreat Center 
Board President Bill J. Vranas. Jackie is the 
daughter of the late Andrew Athens and lives 
in Lincolnshire, Ill., and a parishioner of 
Ascension of Our Lord Church. “Dad always 
believed in providing funding for children, 
in investing in the youth,” stated Jackie. “The 
St. Iakovos Retreat Center Board has done 
an great job with the funding dad provided 
them,” continued Alex. “Dad completely 
trusted them with this gift.”

Summer Camps
(above) Holy Trinity Cathedral in Camp Hill, Pa., recently concluded its � rst one-week summer camp with 
the theme “Discover the Greek Roots.” Approximately 53 children attended. Greek teachers from Greece, 
Kostas and Maria Kamzelas, inspired the students to learn the language. Several campers are shown here 
with Fr. Michael Varvarelis and camp counselors. (below) The Metropolis of New Jersey held its successful 
summer camps with dozens of children participating. A group of Goyans is shown here with Metropolitan 
Evangelos of New Jersey.

Holy Trinity Cathedral photo

Metropolis of New Jersey photo

At Prayer Breakfast (from left) William Kallas, Bishop Demetrios, Gov. Bruce Rauner, Executive Director of 
Serra International John M. Liston, and John C. Ackerman.

Metropolis of Chicago photo
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St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival Winning Speeches

Junior Winner
St. John the Baptist, Des Plaines, Ill.

Metropolis of Chicago
Junior Division 

In the Old Testament we read that 
there is “a time to keep silence and a time 
to speak” (Ecclesiastes 3:7). What is the value 
of silence and quiet time in a time when 
we are always “plugged in”?

The average person spends 8 hours 
and 41 minutes on electronic devices 
daily. That is 20 minuets more than an 
average person’s total amount of sleep. 
We live in a world where we are constantly 
“plugged in” due to continuous advance-
ments in technology. On top of that, our 
everyday lives are already jammed pack 
with activities such as lessons, meetings, 
sports, and jobs.

Finding the time to have a moment 
of silence is becoming harder and harder, 
which provides a struggle for us as Ortho-
dox Christians who deeply value silence. 
Silence allows us to quiet our minds, and 
form a connection with God. 

But how do we achieve this silence 
in the chaos of our daily lives? Thankfully 
Orthodoxy gives us a great tool to help us 
– Prayer. Through prayer, we can achieve 
both physical and spiritual silence, and in 
doing so, grow closer to God.

The Church teaches us that there 
is a powerful link between prayer and 
silence. St. Mark the ascetic explains 
this connection saying that “The intel-
lect cannot be still unless the body is 
still also; and the wall between them 
cannot be demolished without stillness 
and prayer.” When we pray, we become 
still in mind and body, giving us a break 
from the noisy issues that afflict us dur-
ing the day.
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How do you respond to people who 
question your belief in God and participa-
tion in the life of the Church?

How do you know God is real? Why 
do you go to church all the time? At some 
point in our lives, we’ve all been challenged 
by questions that make us think about who 
we are as Orthodox Christians and what we 
believe in. These questions not only give us 
the opportunity to explore our faith but also 
give others the chance to be enlightened.

Before I unwrap my lunch at school, I 
cross myself and say a few quiet words of 
thanksgiving. My friend flashes me a smirk, 
and asks “Why’d you do that?” Well, it’s a 
simple answer really – I want God to bless 
me and my food and I want to give thanks 
for what he has put on my plate. It’s easy 
to take our blessings for granted, but I 
never want to pass up an opportunity to 
express how grateful I am, even if it is just 
a granola bar.

God’s existence is affirmed every time 
we remember His life, death, and resurrec-
tion during the Divine Liturgy. His miracles 
continue to this day as well as those per-
formed by His Holy Mother, the Theotokos 
and His saints.

Go to Kefalonia and see the holy snakes 
of the Panagia, which have crosses on their 
heads and appear only during her fast in Au-
gust at her church. They are easy to handle, 
friendly, and temporary as they disappear 
on August 15th, the feast of the Dormition. 
Go to the church of the Holy Sepulchre on 
Holy Saturday to see the miracle of the Holy 
Fire that suddenly appears for the Orthodox 
Patriarch of Jerusalem and the people in 
attendance.

For up to twenty minutes the fire does 
not burn anything put in it including hands 
and hair. Many have tried to discredit this 
oldest, continual miracle. All have failed. 
Google it; it’s there! Go to Corfu and see 
St. Spyridon who lived in the fourth cen-
tury yet is still known today as the walking 
saint his worn out slippers need to be 
replaced every year as he labors to answer 
our prayers! Yes, miracles are still happen-
ing all around us. They’re not the stuff of 
history books; ours is a living God and a 
living church!

Ours is also an interactive faith. The 
topic question is aptly put with the wording 
participation” in the life of the church. We 
participate; we don’t sit there and just listen 
to Bible passages or ministers’ homilies. 
We are blessed and forgiven, we bestow 
peace on the spirit of our priest who bids 
us peace as well. 

We participate in the sacraments, 
receiving Christ’s blessing in marriage, for-
giveness in Confession and Holy Unction, 

body and blood in the Holy Eucharist, and 
Holy Spirit in Baptism. As a result, in the 
words of St. Paul, “it is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20). 

One of the greatest challenges I face is 
adjusting my sports schedule so that I can 
attend Sunday morning church services. 

Teammates have told me that they 
need to focus on athletics and academics 
and God will understand why they skip 
church. 

They need to concentrate on getting 
into a good school and God is everywhere, 
so they don’t need to go to a church to pray. 

Unfortunately, they couldn’t be more 
wrong and they are distancing themselves 
from God. I find that although a good 
lacrosse game feeds my body, attending 
church feeds my soul, and ultimately, that’s 
what it’s all about. St. Paul tells us in First 
Corinthians, Verse 27 “Now you are the 
body of Christ, and each one of you is a 
part of it. That body is Christ’s church and, 
together, we make it whole.” Additionally, 
Christ, Himself, tells us in Matthew, 18:20, 
that “Where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there with them.”

So, to answer those who question my 
faith, being an Orthodox Christian does 
matter. Our church comes to life through 
its rich history and spiritual tradition. 
Whether we are questioned or we are the 
ones questioning, Orthodox Christianity is 
part of our identity and we need to live it, 
breathe it and own it. 

How wonderful it is when we gather 
together in worship. Instead of avoiding 
those who may question or mock our 
faith, let us, instead, invite them to join us. 
Remember, the Lord’s prayer given to us 
by Christ, himself, begins with “Our Father”, 
not my Father.”

As a musician, I have plenty of these 
noisy issues. Between musical rehears-
als, cello, piano and voice lessons, I of-
ten find myself extremely overwhelmed 
when it comes to balancing my music 
and schoolwork. After all my homework 
is complete and I am worn out, it is 
refreshing to have evening prayer with 
my family.

The final portion of this evening 
prayer is done in complete silence, al-
lowing me to reflect on my day. In the 
same way, when a piece of music is 
finished, there is also a slight moment 
of silence. 

Silence so that the piece can sink 
in and take root inside the listeners. In 
order for God to take root inside of us, 
we too must end our days with silence.

Taking time out of our day to proac-
tive physical silence is an easy concept 
to comprehend, but how can we achieve 
spiritual silence? Ascetics, who have 
willfully separated themselves from the 
world’s distractions can help us answer 
this question. 

One such example, Abbot Ephraim 
of Vatopedi Monastery on Mt. Athos, ex-
plains that “For all Christians, especially 
the monks, silence is important. But this 
does not mean only ‘don’t speak.’ 

Mainly, silence, from the theological 
point of view, is the concentration of all 
the inners powers, in the mind, in the 
heart and the inner union of our nous.” 
Abbot Ephraim is telling us that the goal 
of silence, for every Christian, is to unify 
our mind, heart and soul and focus them 
on God. However, this is no easy task. 
The church understands this and provides 
us with a specific prayer to help us. The 
Jesus Prayer. The Jesus Prayer  takes less 
than 5 seconds to say, but those 5 seconds 
contain the key to developing a strong 
connection with God. 

In this prayer, we beg God to forgive 
us, humble ourselves before him and rec-
ognize our sinful nature. Lord Jesus Christ 
Son of God have MERCY on me a sinner. 

Through this admission, we become 
capable of directing our mind, heart and 
soul, by crying out to be saved.

In Ecclesiastes 3:7 it states that there 
is, “a time to keep silence and a time to 
speak,” With so much crowding up our 
lives, it is extremely important that we 
find our own time for daily silence, where 
we can communicate with God through 
prayer rather than with friends on our 
phones. 

In doing so, we can disconnect our-
selves form our temporal problems and 
connect ourselves God. 

If we can incorporate time for  “si-
lence” into our busy lives both physi-
cally and spiritually, God will grace us 
and we will have the hope of attaining 
something greater than a text message; 
life everlasting.

EIRENE STAVROPOULOS 
CHRISTINA HANOS 

Christ and the Cross, we are given 
the ministry of reconciliation (II 
Corinthians 5:18-19). We are called 
by our Lord and emboldened by His 
Life-Giving Cross to share the grace 
of God. From lives that are being 
transformed and commitment to our 
commission to share the Gospel, we 
demonstrate the power of the Cross 
to restore life, to renew, to heal and 
to save.

Our ministry of reconciliation is 
also a witness of sacrifice just as He 

gave His life for us.  We give in full mea-
sure. We offer our lives, our gifts and our 
resources so that others might come to 
the Cross. We stand in the face of persecu-
tion and suffering, proclaiming a message 
of reconciliation so that others may have 
abundant and eternal life.

Through that message, we ask all to 
look to Christ, to believe in Him and to 
be reconciled to God.

As we exalt the Cross of Christ each 
year on this Feast, we are also called to 
prayer for our beloved Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology and for 
the students, faculty and staff who serve 

there. This community of learning and 
spiritual development is dedicated to 
the ministry of reconciliation through 
training the future clergy and lay leaders 
of our Holy Archdiocese. 

In a beautiful environment of wor-
ship and academics, our students are 
equipped for this ministry by the grace of 
God. Many do this by making significant 
vocational and financial sacrifices to fol-
low His calling. In faith they commit to 
His will, to a life of service to His people 
and to all in need of the life that has come 
to us through the Cross.

May we continue to offer our prayers 

and our support to Holy Cross and 
our seminarians. As we look upon the 
Cross this day, may we also praise God 
for our reconciliation to Him through 
Christ. May we commit our work to 
the ministry of reconciliation so that 
others may find life and grace through 
the Cross of our Lord.
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With paternal love in Him,
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“As the Father has sent me, 
so I send you”

Are you a good and faithful servant? As 
Orthodox Christians, we have been given a 
sacred trust. We have received the treasure 
of the Gospel – the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. With this sacred trust comes the 
great responsibility to share it.

If we compare ourselves to the stew-
ards in the parable of the talents (Matt. 
25:14-30), do we multiply the treasure for 
which we are responsible and for which we 
will be held accountable when the master 
returns? Or do we bury our treasure in the 
ground, offering back only that which was 
given to us? Jesus said “As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21). At 
the end of our life, will He say to us, “Well 
done good and faithful servant”?

As recipients and stewards of this great 
treasure, we are called to protect it, keep-
ing its message pure. This is difficult to do 
in a time when knowledge of the faith is 
informed so much by popular culture. Or-
thodox Christians in America may rely too 
heavily on our culture to bind people to the 
faith, often at the expense of knowledge of 
the Gospel message and the faith.

As each generation becomes increas-
ingly assimilated, these cultural ties become 
less effective in keeping people engaged in 
the life of the Church.

For many, knowledge of the faith is 
insufficient to appreciate the unique teach-
ings and traditions of Orthodox Christianity. 
Without a clear knowledge of our faith, we 
have become less able to share it as we have 
been called to do.

We are called to guard the Gospel 
message, but not to hoard it. We are in-
structed not to hide our light under a bushel 
(Matt. 5:15). As Jesus Christ sends us to be 
His voice in a changing world, we must 
also remove impediments or perceived 
impediments to non-Orthodox inquirers 
that seek His Truth. What messages do we 
send out intentionally or unintentionally? 
What might cause the Gospel message to 
be ignored or misunderstood?

Since the first Orthodox Christians 
came to America, the local parish has served 
as a guardian of the faith and also of the 
culture from which it was transplanted. 
Parishes must think carefully about how 
they share the faith with others. Thoughtful 
and sensitive consideration must be given 

Reflections on John 20:21
by Fr. Jim Kordaris to our outreach efforts in order to identify 

what aspects of our parish life may be creat-
ing potential stumbling blocks for others.

As we share the voice of Christ, the 
message we share is one of hope, truth, 
grace, divine power, life and invitation. In 
this busy, ever-changing world, His voice of 
wisdom is needed to guide us in discerning 
what is good, what is true and what will 
bring us closer to Him and to one another.

We live in a physical world that places 
great value on material possessions. Materi-
al possessions and wealth may bring power 
and status. But wealth and possessions can 
be fleeting. Circumstances change. It is the 
voice of Jesus Christ and the truth of His 
Gospel that remain constant. In our spiri-
tual relationship with our Creator, we real-
ize that we are called to be good stewards 
of His creation. As stewards of His Gospel, 
we are called to use our material, worldly 
possessions to meet the needs of others.

The base from which we serve as the 
“Voice of Christ in a Changing World” is 
the parish.

A strong parish provides opportunities 
for sharing the Good News of Christ, for 
welcoming those that are searching for a 
spiritual home, and a base from which we 
are sent out into the world. The parish also 
provides a place for worship, community 
and education in the faith. To be stewards of 
the Gospel, we need to be stewards of our 
parish. This requires the vision and inspira-
tion to see the parish, not as it is, but as it 
could be. We are called to offer ourselves 
and our treasure to make our local church 
all that is can be.

In the words of Archbishop Demetrios: 
“…we are called to be the light of the world; 
we are sent into a changing world to offer 
the voice of Christ to those who are not 
connected to the Church. This includes 
those who have never heard the voice of 
Christ, others who have not been prepared 
to listen, and still others who need a new 
invitation to return to Him. For these and 
even others who are distracted by disparate 
and deceptive ideas, the voice of Christ 
through us offers meaning and purpose 
in truth and love. In fulfilling our com-
mission from God, we must continue to 
strengthen our ministries of outreach and 
evangelism so that our clergy and laity have 
the guidance, programs, and resources to 
offer His voice clearly and effectively” (from 
the Archbishop’s reflections on the 2016 
congress theme).

Editor’s Note: The following is a report 
summary of the Chancellor’s Office from the 
43rd Clergy-Laity Congress.

The Archdiocesan Office of the Chan-
cellor is primarily responsible for matters 
related to the clergy of the Holy Archdiocese 
of America, assuring their overall well-being, 
first assignments and clergy between assign-
ments, continuing education and any benefits 
provided to them by the Church. The Office 
works closely with the Archdiocesan Presby-
ters Council (APC) and the Clergy Care and 
Development Committee of the Archdiocesan 
Council. The Office maintains up-to-date 
files and databases for all clergy and parishes 
throughout the United States. It also is charged 
by the Holy Eparchial Synod with processing 
all applications for ordination as well as for 
incardination from other Orthodox ecclesial 
entities.  The Chancellor’s Office coordinates 
and administers the Taylor Scholarship which 
provides grants primarily to graduates of Holy 
Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology 
pursuing advanced degrees in theological 
studies and in pastoral training. In addition, 
it administers and processes applications for 
the Trakatellis, Gioles, Malta and Paleologos 
Scholarships.

Clergy Statistics: Since the July 2014 Cler-
gy–Laity Congress in Philadelphia, there have 
been 38 ordinations to the Holy Deaconate. 
Of these, six were ordinations to the special 
(“permanent”) deaconate program, a course 
of study established by the Holy Eparchial 
Synod to facilitate the diaconal ordination 
of individuals to meet the growing needs of 
the Archdiocese parishes. Also during this 
period, 35 deacons were ordained presbyters, 
a total of six clergy were accepted into the 
Archdiocese from other Orthodox Churches 
and jurisdictions while two were released. 
Fourteen priests retired from active service but 

The Work of the Chancellor’s Office
a number of these dedicated individuals still 
serve the Archdiocese in some capacity while 
30 clergymen died.

Parishes and Monasteries: A function of 
the Archdiocesan Office of the Chancellery is 
the issuance of charters to new established 
communities in the United States, thus rec-
ognizing their full canonical status. During 
this period, one new parish was established 
(Cottonwood Heights, Utah) but has not 
yet received a charter. During the past two 
years, no new monastic communities were 
established.

Direct Archdiocesan District: On behalf 
of Archbishop Demetrios, the presiding hier-
arch, this office also oversees the 63 parishes 
of the Direct Archdiocesan District and is 
responsible for assignments of clergy as well 
as coordinating the ministries of the District 
such as Camp St. Paul, Marriage Preparation 
Seminars, Parathosis Dance Festival, Parish 
Council Seminars, etc.

Vicariate for Palestinian/Jordanian Chris-
tian Orthodox communities in the United 
States. The Vicariate was created to encompass 
the clergy and eight communities that had 
been under the Patriarchate of Jerusalem. 
They are directly under the Archbishop and 
the Chancellery acts on behalf of His Eminence 
regarding matters of ordinations, registry and 
other ecclesial issues.  Since the last Congress, 
there were two individuals ordained to the 
diaconate, one of whom was later ordained 
a presbyter.

The Chancellor’s Office staff consists of 
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, Chancellor of 
the Archdiocese of America and Direct Arch-
diocesan District; Bishopandonios@goarch.
org; Assistant to the Chancellor Very Rev. 
Chrysostom Panos, frchrysostom@goarch.org; 
Administrative Assistants Athena Kotsinos 
George Giavris.

Metropolis News

PISCATAWAY, N.J: – St. George Church 
is commemorating its 100th anniversary with 
three major events during its “Celebration 
Week” Oct. 15 – 22. Celebration Week is the 
finale of the church’s year-long anniversary 
activities.  The October “Celebration Week” 
is planned around the Community’s actual 
100th Anniversary date of Oct. 16. Each 
event will capture one aspect of the St. 
George community: historic, religious, and 
communal.

Saturday, Oct. 15 – “Celebration 
of Life, Honoring our Legacy, Today and 
Forever”, at the Highland Park High School 
Auditorium, 6– 9 p.m. St. George commu-
nity has a special connection to Highland 
Park, as the first official church was built 
here. This program commemorates the St. 
George church community with special 
presentations from several New Jersey dig-
nitaries and includes a documentary high-

NJ Parish Celebrating 100th Anniversary
lighting the community’s milestones and 
accomplishments through interviews, im-
ages and video, a historic photo exhibition, 
and traditional Greek folk dancing from the 
church’s youth dance groups. The program 
is free and open to the general public. Re-
freshments will be available for sale.

Sunday, Oct. 16  – Commemorates 
the actual 100th Anniversary of the first 
Divine Liturgy held by the St. George com-
munity. Services will be led by representa-
tives from the Metropolis of New Jersey 
and begin at 10 a.m. at St. George Church, 
1101 River Road, Piscataway. This service 
is open to all.

Saturday, Oct. 22 – 100th Anniversary 
Gala Celebration, Pines Manor, Edison, N.J. 
6-11 p.m., black tie optional. Tickets are 
$100 per person (tax deductible) and open 
to the public. Contact the church office for 
more information: 732.463.1642

Preserving Hellenism in 
America since 1922

The mission of  the AHEPA Family 
is to promote Hellenism, Education, 
Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, 
Family and Individual Excellence

Join TODAY 
www.ahepa.org
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BALI, Indonesia -- I was fortunate this 
summer to participate in the first Ortho-
dox Christian mission trip to Bali, through 
the Orthodox Christian Mission Center.

After a three-day training session at 
OCMC headquarters in St. Augustine, I 
arrived in Bali after 25 hours of flying with 
four other team members.

I could instantly tell it was a much 
simpler life. I didn’t know what to expect 
for my first time to Southeast Asia, but 
I was excited to meet new people and 
spread the Christian faith. Since I had 
already traveled to 26 countries, I didn’t 
have a problem adjusting to a new envi-
ronment. Indonesia is a beautiful country 
full of rice fields, beautiful beaches, and 
tourists. Their main food staple is rice, 
which they have for breakfast, lunch and 
dinner.

(With an area of about 2,240 square 
miles (more than twice the size of Rhode 
Island) and a population of some 4.2 mil-
lion (nearly that of Kentucky), the island 
is home to most of Indonesia’s Hindu 
minority).

Six religions and Christian branches 
are officially recognized in Indonesia: Is-
lam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, 
Catholicism and Protestantism. (About 
83.5 percent are Balinese Hindus, fol-
lowed by 13.4 percent Muslim, Christian-
ity at 2.5 percent, and Buddhism at 0.5 
percent).

Islam’s strength and influence in 
numbers and power allow it to exert itself 
on the religious scene, giving itself pref-
erential treatment and limiting Christian 
activities and public presence.

The Orthodox community in Bali is 
much smaller than I expected. There are 
two churches on the entire island but only 
one priest. Both are under the name All 
Saints Orthodox Community.

 Fr. Stephanos Boik lives in Singaraja, 
where the main (bigger) church is located. 
Singaraja is on the northern tip of Bali, 
three hours north of Kuta, the tourist 
center of Bali, where the other church is 
located. 

This community has fewer than 20 
people who attend services in an office 
room at a hotel once a month.

In Singaraja, the Orthodox com-
munity is comprised of about 40 people. 
Since the Orthodox community is much 
larger in Singaraja, that’s where daily Di-
vine Liturgy takes place. 

They have Liturgy three times a day, 

A 21–Year–Old’s Mission on the Other Side of the Planet
every day. The community in Kuta has 
Divine Liturgy once a month, because 
the drive is very long for Fr. Stephanos. 
The Orthodox Balinese community prays 
to find another priest soon to help out, 
especially because Fr. Stephanos is get-
ting older.

They also did a lot of things differently 
than our church, like females had to be 
covered in long skirts, long sleeves, and 
a scarf around their heads. I asked them 
why and they told me that they need to be-
cause that’s how the Virgin Mary looks and 
they need to be respectful. I didn’t bring 
enough long clothing so I had to borrow 
from someone. Also they had females on 
one side and males on the other side. They 
also were singing the entire time during 
the liturgy as a group in Balinese.

Dangerous situation
One problem that they face is that 

most of the island is comprised of people 
with different religious values so it is al-
most dangerous to become an Orthodox 
priest in Bali. It is possible that the people 
of other religions may perform hateful 
actions towards them. There have been 
incidents of fires set and other hate crimes, 
which make it dangerous to live.

On a day-to-day basis during my mis-
sion trip, we woke up and went to morn-
ing prayer at 8 a.m. Immediately after we 
ate a nice full breakfast including rice, 
eggs, meat, fish, vegetables, which was 
freshly prepared by Presvytera. She is a 
very sweet kind lady. After breakfast we 
had a morning lesson. Since I am only 
21 years old I preferred to work with the 
youth group, which was about 15 people. 

I was in charge of the youth to bond 
with them and teach them about prayer 
and tell them stories about my faith. I was 
also their English teacher. We had English 
lessons every day.

We also did lessons on the Bible (how 
to read it, when to read it, why it’s good 
to read), praying (how to pray, different 
prayers, meanings of prayers), and their 
favorite lesson, which was English. 

Thankfully, we had two English trans-
lators so it was easy to communicate.

After the morning lesson we had an 
afternoon Liturgy which was followed by 
lunch, then nap time and free time. Later 
on in the day we had another lesson fol-
lowed by Evening mass. We ended every 
night with a delicious family dinner.

In my free time I went for jogs every 
evening. I also went shopping one day 
at a local market and visited an amazing 

waterfall. In their free time they sing and 
play acoustic guitar. They told me they 
wish to play soccer but they don’t have a 
soccer ball.

A small church
The church in Singaraja is small but 

very beautiful because they are currently 
working on new iconography. The church 
is connected to Fr. Stephanos’ home and 
his orphanage. He and his Presvytera are 
very beautiful, kind hearted people, who 
teach their family in a very loving yet dis-
ciplined way.

I had the chance to meet so many 
amazing people in Bali which I am very 
grateful for. I met one older lady who 
was in her 70’s and has a very strong faith 
in God. When I met her I immediately 

thought she was the happiest looking 
person and I was intrigued to get to know 
her better. She told me that for the last few 
years she had been extremely ill, and close 
to dying. One day she was on the street 
and she saw a homeless lady with a baby.

This homeless lady could not provide 
food or a life for her baby so she asked 
the elderly lady to please take the baby 
to provide her with a life she deserves. 
The elderly lady then took the baby and 
cared for her, fed her, and loved her un-
conditionally. 

As the baby grew she became health-
ier and she is no longer suffering from 
malnutrition.

The baby was not the only one who 

  to page 24

The Bali countryside showing one of the many rice � elds.

A lecture takes place in the church at Singaraja with mission team member William Jannace of New 
York and a translator.

(top) Isabelle with some youth group friends. At left is the daughter of the priest, Lanny Boik. 
(right) Members of Isabelle’s youth group.
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was healed. Ever since the elderly lady 
took the baby she slowly began to feel 
less sick and healthier. Today the baby 
girl is 5 years old, healthy and happy, and 
the elderly lady is also older and she has 
never felt healthier in her life.

The two of them attend Liturgy three 
times a day and they love each other so 
much; they gave each other life. Every 
time I looked at them they both had smiles 
from ear to ear, and they play and have fun 
together all day long. 

The elderly lady told me she prays to 
God every day for what he has done for 
her and for giving her a daughter. She also 
said that since she was blessed with her 
daughter, she never felt sick again. This 
story will stay with me forever.

There is one man from Greece in 
Bali. I don’t remember much about him. 
His name is Vangeli and is married to an 
Indonesian woman. He lived in Athens 
and now owns a hotel called Restu Bali 
in Kuta. He also owns another one called 
Kalimera in Denpasar.

I think the community enjoyed our 
visiting because we taught them a lot 
about Orthodoxy and the Orthodox way 
of living but I also learned a lot from them. 
They treated me as if I was part of their 
family and it made me feel so loved and 
comfortable. 

The people in this community don’t 
have much money or things like iphones 
that we rely on in America.

What makes them strong and happy 
is their family and close community, and 
their relationship and love for God. They 
pray every day and they are the happiest 
kindest people that I have ever met. I am 
extremely blessed and grateful that I was 
able to embark on my Orthodox mission 
trip to Bali.

Isabelle is a May graduate of the Uni-
versity of Miami (Fla.) with a degree in 
psychology and minors in marketing and 
public health. She was part of a four-per-
son team sent to Indonesia June 30-July 
11. Isabelle is a member of St. Demetrios 
Church in Merrick, N.Y., where her moth-
er, Theoni, is parish council president.
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A 21–Year–Old’s Mission in Bali

PORTLAND, Oregon - The National 
Missions and Evangelism Conference will 
be held Oct. 3-5, hosted by the Metropolis 
of San Francisco, with the theme “Bringing 
Orthodoxy to America.”

It will be presented by the Archdiocese 
Department of Stewardship, Outreach 
and Evangelism in cooperation with the 
Metropolis of San Francisco’s Commission 
for Orthodox Missions and Evangelism 
(C.O.M.E.), with generous support from 
Leadership 100.

Designed to provide a forum for shar-
ing resources, participants will spend three 
days learning from experts in field who of-
fer a wealth of knowledge gained through 
proven experience bringing a missions-
minded spirit to their parishes. 

Guest speakers will include: Fr. Luke 
Veronis - director for the Missions Institute 
of Orthodoxy at Holy Cross School of 
Theology. 

Fr. Luke also serves the community 
of Sts. Constantine and Helen in Webster, 
Mass.; Fr. Evan Armatas - pastor at St. Spyri-

National Missions and Evangelism 
Conference Set Oct. 3-5

don Church in Loveland, Colo., near Den-
ver. He is also host of the popular podcast, 
“Orthodoxy Live;” Fr. Theodore Dorrance - 
pastor at St. John the Baptist Church in Bea-
verton, Oregon. Fr. Theodore also serves as 
director of the Metropolis Commission for 
Orthodox Missions and Evangelism; and 
Fr. Barnabas Powell - pastor at Sts. Raphael, 
Nicholas and Irene Church in Cumming, 
Ga. Fr. Barnabas is also the dynamic host 
of the “Faith Encouraged” podcast.

Conference topics include renewing 
the established parish’s missionary zeal, 
overcoming obstacles to parish growth, 
understanding and utilizing social media 
in the parish, and evangelism resources for 
both small and large parishes.

Registration fee for this conference is 
$100 per person.

For more information, please contact 
C.O.M.E. Assistant Director Thomaida 
Hudanish (503-277-3928 or come@san-
fran.goarch.org) or Fr. Jim Kordaris at the 
Department of Stewardship, Outreach & 
Evangelism (jkordaris@goarch.org).

Getting Completely Wet

Επίσης αναλαμβάνουμε
Διαβατήρια και Συμβολαιογραφικά
(Πληρεξούσια, Μεταφράσεις,
Πιστοποιητικά, κ.λ.π.)

NON STOP FLIGHT US AIR FROM
PHILA TO ATHENS
AND CONTINUE TO THESSALONIKI

Contact: Eleni & Ari Poulos 
WEB: www.eleni.com • E-mail: elenistours@yahoo.com

5 Bayberry Drive, Broomall, PA 19008
610-355-7730 • Fax: 610-355-0823

1-800-989-4733
Call Now and Begin Saving Money with Eleni Tours, Inc.

FARES BEGIN AT...

RESTRICTIONS DO APPLY • SPACE IS LIMITED • CALL TODAY

To Athens or Thessaloniki 
from New York
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Fr. John G. Kutulas
MORTON GROVE, Ill. – Fr. John G. 

Kutulas, 83, who served in Chicago-area 
churches before retiring in August 1998, 
died July 2.

Born March 7, 1933 in Kansas City, 
Mo., he attended Socrates Greek American 
School and public schools in Chicago.

He attended Holy Cross School of 
Theology and earned a Bachelor’s in Theol-
ogy in 1957.

He married Angeline P. Vlahos in 
December 1957 and was ordained to the 
deaconate and priesthood at St. Andrew’s 
Church in Chicago in January and February 
1958 by Bishop Ezekiel of Nazianzos.

Fr. Kutulas served the parishes of Sts. 
Constantine and Helen in Chicago (now in 
Palos Hills) in 1958-60; Sts. Constantine and 
Helen in Rockford, Ill., August 1960-Janu-
ary 1967; and St. Andrew in Chicago from 
January 1973 until his retirement.

He is survived by his presvytera and 
two children, George and Vasiliki.

Funeral services took place July 12 
at St. Andrew Church with Metropolitan 
Iakovos of Chicago officiating and Bishop 
Demetrios of Mokissos, parish priest 
Fr.John Kalomas and clergy from nearly 20 
area churches participating.

Fr. LIONIKIS

Fr. Manousos 
Emmanuel Lionikis

MT. PROSPECT, Ill. – Fr. Manousos 
Emmanuel Lionikis, 96, a retired priest, who 
was among  the first graduates of Holy Cross 
Theological School when it was located in 
Pomfret, Conn. died June 24.

Fr. Lionikis battled cancer for 55 years 
and survived six cancer surgeries.

He was born Jan. 15, 1920, in New 
Brunswick, N.J., the son of Emmanuel and 
Audrey Lionikis. At the age of eight, he 
began serving the Church as an Acolyte. 
Archbishop Athenagoras tonsured him and 
elevated him to the rank of Reader.

He enrolled at Holy Cross in 1938 
and graduated in 1944. He also attended 
Seabury-Weston Theological School, receiv-
ing a Masters in Sacred Theology degree.

While at Holy Cross, he managed the 
print shop were many Greek-language 
materials were printed for the Archdiocese.

He continued to create and print re-
ligious materials for 40 years, including a 
wedding service book, consecration vespers 
book and a bilingual version of the Divine 
Liturgy. He also edited and printed a Greek 
Orthodox religious calendar.

He married Katherine Spyropoulou 
Jan. 17, 1920. She preceded him in death on 
Oct. 10, 2014, at age 95. He was ordained 
a deacon on April 1, 1945, at St. George 

Church in New Brunswick by Bishop Ger-
manos Polizoides, and a priest April 15 at 
Assumption in Chicago by Bishop Gerasi-
mos of Chicago.

He served the parishes of Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen in Cheyenne, Wyo., St. 
Demetrios in Waukegon (now Libertyville), 
Ill., All Saints in Joliet, Ill., Sts. Constantine 
and Helen in Gary, Ind., and St. John in 
Des Plaines, Ill.

In addition to his regular parish duties, 
Fr. Lionikis ministered to military personnel 
at Fort Warren army base and held prayer 
services at the Great Lakes Naval Station in 
Chicago.

Because of his own medical history, he 
regularly ministered to and counseled can-
cer patients throughout the Chicago area.

He was an early advocate for medical 
insurance for the clergy and headed the 
Chicago Diocese Medical and Hospitaliza-
tion program for many years. It was incor-
porated into the national Archdiocese plan.

He also served on various Diocesan 
councils and committees and undertook 
the building program for a new sanctuary 
at the Des Plaines parish.

He retired June 1, 1996, but continued 
to serve as priest emeritus there and was 
active until very recently.

Survivors include children Emmanuel, 
Neoptolemos, Demetrios and Paul Lionikis; 
grandchildren Manousos, Katina Perkins, 
Demetri Michael, Andrew, Aleko and Flora; 
great-grandchildren Elias and Gus Perkins; a 
brother, George of New Jersey and several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services took place June 28, at 
St. John the Baptist Church in Des Plaines, 
with Metropolitan Iakovos of Chicago, Met-
ropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh, Bishop Deme-
trios of Mokissos, parish priests Fr. John 
Rallis and Fr. Athanasios Papathanasis and 
more than 20 clergy from nearby parishes.

Fr. Theodore Phillips
SAN DIEGO – Fr. Theodore Phillips, 87, 

the first parish priest at Sts. Constantine and 
Helen Church in Cardiff, Calif., died Aug. 
23 at his home.

Fr. Theodore served at Cardiff from 
1978 – 2006. Prior to that, he served at St. 
Spyridon Church in San Diego from 1965 
– 1978. He began his ministry in December 
1953 at St. Basil Church in Stockton, Calif., 
where he was ordained to the Holy Priest-
hood. “I extend my sincere sympathy on the 
passing of our beloved Fr. Theodore. He 
was a priest that demonstrated the highest 
of values during his ministry, and was also 
striving to set a good example of Christian 
love to all those around him,” stated Metro-
politan Gerasimos of San Francisco. “It was 
just five months ago that Father Theodore 
grieved the passing of his devoted Pres-
vytera Mary, and now they are reunited in 
the Lord’s heavenly kingdom, reaping the 
reward of eternal life.”

He was especially committed to the 
development of youth programs, which led 
to his involvement as a founder of what has 
become the largest youth ministry program 
in the Archdiocese – the Folk Dance and 
Choral Festival. During those early years, Fr. 
Theodore was a champion of this program 
and it brought him great joy to see it flourish 
so abundantly for the past 40 years.

He was born in Gary, Ind. on June 23, 
1929, where he lived until he was three 
years old. His family then moved to Greece 
where he remained until he was 15. Follow-
ing the completion of high school in Sac-
ramento, Calif., he enrolled at Holy Cross 
School of Theology, where he received 
his Master of Divinity degree in 1953. Fr. 
Theodore would later continue his educa-
tion by earning a Master of Arts in Clinical 
Pastoral Counseling from the University of 

the Pacific.
He and Presvytera (Dimitra) Mary were 

married July 5, 1953.
In addition to his numerous respon-

sibilities as a parish priest, Fr. Theodore 
served the civic community as chaplain for 
the State Hospital, and also on numerous 
boards including the Guadalupe Home for 
Boys, St. John’s Home for Boys, and the 
Trinity School for Children.

He was a member of the American 
Association of Pastoral Counselors and the 
Doctor-Clergy Association at Sharp Hospital 
in San Diego.

He had retired in November 2006.
He was married to Presvytera Mary 

for 62 years until her passing on March 6, 
2016. They were blessed with two children, 
Erys (Erasima) and Demetre, and with one 
grandson, Erik.

Funeral services were held Aug. 29 
beginning with Divine Liturgy at Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen Church in Cardiff-by-
the-Sea, Calif.

Memorials may be made to: Sts. Con-
stantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church 
for the Fr. Theodore Phillips Scholarship 
Fund, 3459 Manchester Avenue, Cardiff-by-
the-Sea, CA 92007.

PRESVYTERA MOURIKIS

Presvytera Mary Mourikis
HYANNIS, Mass. – Presvytera Mary 

Mourikis, 94, widow of the late Fr. Spyros 
Mourikis, the founding priest of St. George 
Church on Cape Cod, died on Aug. 21 
peacefully in her home surrounded by 
family.

Born Oct. 8, 1921, in Somerville, Mass., 
to Sophia (Jouvelakis) and Demetrios Mas-
teralexis, she was the third of four siblings.

She was a 1939 Somerville High School 
graduate and attended Burrows Business 
School and was later employed as a book-
keeper in Boston’s A&P corporate office.

She and Fr. Mourikis were married 
Aug. 24, 1947, by Bishop Athenagoras 
Cavadas at Dormition of the Virgin Mary 
Church in Somerville.

In October 1947, her husband was 
ordained to the priesthood and in January 
1949, they were assigned to their first and 
only community of Cape Cod. Their mission 
began with 50 faithful families scattered 
throughout the Cape and, after serving for 
42 years, retired their work with a commu-
nity of more than 500 families. Presvytera 
Mary dedicated her life to her husband, 
children and beloved community.

In her quiet demeanor, Presvytera Mary 
served with grace, honor and a devotion to 
God. She was the beacon that sustained a 
highly dedicated priest because she invested 
her life so that he could answer God’s call-
ing and complete his mission.

In 2007, Metropolitan Methodios of 
Boston honored Presvytera Mary with the 
Metropolis of Boston Ministry Award. She 
received the St. Paul Medal of Honor for 40 

years of dedication by Archbishop Iakovos. 
Her service and leadership were rewarded 
by former Gov. Michael Dukakis and Sen. 
Edward Kennedy. A memorable moment 
was her 1989 visit to the Ecumenical Patri-
archate where she and Fr. Mourikis were 
received by His All Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Dimitrios.

Presvytera Mary was a charter member 
of St. Katherine’s Philoptochos Society serv-
ing in many capacities and most meaningful 
to her on the sick committee visiting pa-
rishioners in hospitals, nursing homes and 
in their homes. She taught Sunday school, 
offered help to adults with disabilities and 
served on the board of The Cape Cod Chap-
ter Church Women United.

One of her gifts was her melodious alto 
voice and her love of music was expressed 
as a member of the Somerville Church and 
St. George Church Choirs for more than 30 
years. She also chanted Byzantine hymns 
during special services.

Presvytera Mary was known for her 
generous hospitality. She was a master at 
preparing and baking Greek pastries and 
specialties, happiest with classical violin and 
piano music in the background played by 
her daughters and granddaughters.

At Christmas time, she would arrange 
colorful trays of Greek pastries for neigh-
bors, friends, teachers and doctors. She 
enjoyed many fond years entertaining arch-
bishops, bishops, seminarians and visiting 
priests with their families. Mary touched 
many lives and will be remembered for her 
gentle nature, her inner strength, and for 
serving all with unconditional love, respect 
and compassion. She taught us the true 
nature of love-agape.

She was predeceased by her brother, 
Theodore, and sister, Despa Seonis.

Survivors include daughters and sons-
in-law, Sophia Sarhanis of Centerville, 
Mass.; Loukia and Dr. Robert Lopresti of Fair 
Haven, N.J., and Deborah and Demetrius 
Tasoulas of Waterford, Conn; five grandchil-
dren; Chrissa Kaselis and husband, John, 
of Walpole, Mass.; Jonathan T. Sarhanis of 
Los Angeles; Mara N. Sullivan and husband, 
James, of Westford, Mass.; Hope M. Lopresti 
of Fair Haven, N.J., and Stacey Maria Tasou-
las of Waterford; five great-grandchildren; 
Sophia, Demi and James Kaselis; Lexi and 
Lucy Sullivan; brother, George Masteralexis 
and wife, Esther, of Watertown, Mass., 
nephew James Masteralexis and wife, Lisa, 
of Amherst, Mass., many nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

Funeral service was held Aug. 25 at St. 
George Church, with Fr. Panagiotis Gianna-
kopoulos officiating, assisted by Fr. George 
Papademitriou and Fr. HarryVoulopas.

Memorials may be made to St. George 
Greek Orthodox Church of Cape Cod, 1130 
Falmouth Road (Rte. 28), Centerville, MA 
02632.

Fr. Vasilios Thanos
NORTHRIDGE, Calif. – Fr. Vasilios 

Thanos, 86, a retired priest, died Sept. 2.
He recently had been honored for his 

unprecedented 50 years service to the com-
munity of St. Nicholas Church.

He was a native of Koutroumpouchi, 
Tripolis, Greece and attended public 
schools in Tripoli and Megaloupolis, 
Greece.

He lived with his family in the farm-
ing community of Daphne. He enrolled at 
the theological school in Kalamata in 1954 
and graduated in 1957. After serving in the 
Greek army He married Sophia K. Kosto-
poulos of Tripoli Aug. 30, 1959.

He immigrated to the U.S. in February 
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1962 and initially worked for Exxon Oil Co..
She predeceased him Feb. 27, 2015.
He was ordained a deacon Feb. 13, 

1966 and as a priest March 6, 1966 by 
Bishop Demetrios of Olympos at St. Nicho-
las Church in Granada Hills, Calif. (now 
in Northridge). He had been active in the 
church as a sexton and Greek language 
instructor.

He served as assistant priest at St. 
Nicholas Church from 1966 until his retire-
ment on March 30, 1995.

Survivors include two daughters, Con-
nie and Niki. Funeral services took place 
Sept. 9 with Metropolitan Gerasimos of San 
Francisco officiating.

Memorials may be made to the St. 
Nicholas School, 9501 Balboa, Blvd., North-
ridge, CA 91325 “I have never known a 
more kind and gentle soul as Fr. Vasilios,” 
said Metropolitan Gerasimos, “and one who 
was fully focused on sharing the love of God 
as he labored in the Lord’s Holy Vineyard.”

Fr. GILBERT

Fr. Matthew J. Gilbert
HERRIMAN, Utah – Fr. Matthew J. 

Gilbert, 58, the priest of Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral/Prophet Elias Church in Salt Lake 
City and Holiday, Utah, for nearly 17 years, 
died in Phoenix after a brief illness on Sept. 
7. He died barely two months after being 
diagnosed with aggressive bone cancer. He 
had been brought to Arizona for treatment.

Fr. Matthew was born Jan. 24, 1958, 
to Vincent and Eleanor Gilbert in Bethle-
hem, Pa. His mother passed away when 
he was nine years old. After completing 
public school in Bethlehem, he enrolled at 
Hellenic College, studying philosophy and 
religion from 1975-79. 

He continued his studies at Holy Cross 
School of Theology and earned a Master 
of Divinity degree upon graduating in May 
1982.

He married Denise Elaine Bruskas of 
Joliet, Ill., in August 1981. He was ordained 
to the deaconate Dec. 13, 1981 at St. 
Nicholas Church in Bethlehem by Bishop 
Maximos of Pittsburgh, who also ordained 

him to the priesthood at St. Nicholas on 
May 16, 1982.

Before arriving at the Salt Lake City 
parish, Fr. Gilbert served as assistant priest 
at St. Demetrios in Chicago (July 1982-April 
1984), as priest at Holy Trinity, Spokane, 
Wash., (May 1984-April 1988), St. Deme-
trios, Camarillo, Calif. (May 1988-1993), St. 
Basil, Stockton, Calif. (October 1993)-Au-
gust 1994; and Assumption, Price, Utah 
(August 1994-October 1999). He went to 
Holy Trinity Cathedral as assistant priest 
before being named the presiding priest.

“Father Matthew was one of the most 
faithful and devout Orthodox priests I have 
ever known,” said Metropolitan Isaiah said 
in a lengthy story by religion writer Peggy 
Fletcher in the Salt Lake Tribune.

In the 1970s, the Metropolitan was 
chancellor at Hellenic College Holy Cross 
School of Theology and Gilbert was one 
of the students. The two met again when 
Isaiah moved to the diocese of Chicago, 
and Fr. Gilbert was assigned as an assistant.

“Father Matthew was loved by so many 
people,” the Metropolitan said. “As a priest, 
he was concerned for the welfare of all the 
members. He went out of his way to help 
so many persons. He will be missed by the 
very many people he served.”

“I first met Father Matthew when he 
was newly enrolled at Hellenic College in 
1975. Our paths crossed throughout his 
ministry, and I knew him to be a devoted 
and faithful servant of the Lord,” stated 
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco. “I 
had the opportunity to visit with Father Mat-
thew a few weeks ago and though he was 
physically weak, he was spiritually strong 
and prepared for his ultimate journey to 
the Lord’s Kingdom. I extend my deepest 
sympathies to his family whom he loved 
and cherished with all his heart, and who 
now greatly mourn his departure from this 
earthly life.”

Survivors include Presvytera Denise 
(Dionysia), children: Fr. Chrysostom (Chris-
topher) Gilbert, Christina Kakis, Christian, 
Andrew, Aaron and Anthony Gilbert.

He is also survived by his grandchildren 
Angelo and Sia Kakis, and was eagerly an-
ticipating the birth of his third grandchild 
due this November to Aaron and Kyriaka 
Gilbert. He is also survived by his step-
mother, Thespina Stelyn Gilbert, his sister 
Judy Gilbert, and stepbrothers John and 
Bill Stelyn. In addition, he is survived by 
Presvytera Denise’s parents, Chris and Rita 
Bruskas (Tempe, Ariz.), and sisters-in-law 
Diane Berry and family (Glendale, Ariz.), 
and Kristen Bruskas (Phoenix).

Funeral services took place Sept. 9 at 
St. Anthony’s Monastery in Florence, Ariz., 
with Archbishop Demetrios officiating, as-
sisted by Metropolitans Isaiah of Denver 
and Gerasimos of San Francisco, with other 
clergy attending.

Notes from the Opening Session
uu from page 11

One guest’s testimony (he was from 
Texas) that he first learned about the 
existence of the Orthodox Church only 
recently after looking into converting to 
Catholicism, was used as an example by 
the Metropolitan of the additional work 
the Church must do to present itself to 
Americans, and the powerful appeal of 
Orthodoxy.

Clergy and laity alike made interest-
ing and moving observations about how 
in many parishes converts are still made 
to feel like outsiders and the need for 
more inclusive attitudes individually and 
collectively.

Naturally, experiences differ from par-

ish to parish and person to person.  One 
participant observed that, in Orthodox 
churches the literal hugging of strangers 
practiced in Protestant communities is 
not done. Others described progress in 
parishes with strong Greek identities. In 
one case, two rounds of parish surveys 
and committees were needed, but there 
was ultimate success.

It was noted, with nods of approval 
from people of Greek descent, that terms 
like “xeni” are not helpful.

Metropolitan Isaiah expressed both 
urgency and hope about getting the re-
ported 50 percent of the cradle Orthodox 
around most parishes to become more 
active than merely going to church at 
Christmas and Pascha.

The Assembly of Canonical Ortho-
dox Bishops of the USA has designated 
Sunday, Oct. 2 as Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship (OCF) College Student 
Sunday. 

Orthodox Christian Fellowship 
continues to provide students with 
opportunities to encounter Christ and 
grow in their Orthodox faith through 
their growing network of on campus 
OCF chapters led by talented students, 
clergy, and lay advisors as well as 
through programs such as regional re-
treats, College Conference, Real Break, 
and the Summer Leadership Institute.

OCF continues to make every effort 
to connect new freshmen to campus 
chapters and local parishes through 
the First Forty Days Initiative, which 
involves extensive effort from student 
leaders and spiritual advisors to contact 
every incoming freshman within their 
first 44 on campus. 

The Assembly strongly encourages 
support of these noble efforts by ensur-
ing that the contact information for 
your parish’s graduating high school 

Oct. 2 Designated Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship College Student Sunday

seniors be sent each and every year to 
the OCF National Office for dissemina-
tion to our dedicated local chapters!

Additionally, with the greatest 
sincerity and earnestness, we encour-
age your committed financial support 
of this fundamental ministry which 
functions completely on the contribu-
tions of caring Orthodox faithful like 
yourselves.

A special collection will be taken 
on College Student Sunday in support 
of the good work of OCF, and we en-
courage the entire faithful--clergy, par-
ents, grandparents, godparents, aunts, 
uncles, and friends of our treasured 
college students--to be generous in 
your offering of support to this ministry 
on their behalf. 

If for some reason October 2 is 
not a good date for your parish, please 
make the collection on the Sunday 
before or after.

Donations may be sent to the OCF 
National Office at 50 Goddard Ave., 
Brookline, MA 02445 or online at www.
ocf.net/donate

Scott Sommerdorf/The Salt Lake Tribune photo
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The National Forum of Greek Ortho-
dox Church Musicians celebrated its 40th

anniversary at its annual meeting held in 
conjunction with the Clergy-Laity Con-
gress in Nashville, July 3-7.

Chartered in 1976, the National 
Forum is the musical component of the 
Archdiocese that strengthens and perpetu-
ates its liturgical music. 

Church Music Forum and Mid-Eastern 
Church Music Federation members joined 
in singing hymns and responses at the 
Divine Liturgy celebrated at the Grand 
Ole Opry.

More than 90 singers from all Me-
tropolises comprised the choir, led by 
Archon Dean Limberakis of Boston, who 
also composed the liturgical music set-
ting used.

Sunday afternoon, the church musi-
cians sang the national anthems of Greece 
and the U.S. for the Philoptochos sessions 
openings. That evening, the National Fo-
rum hosted a reception where a $5,000 
donation was presented to Archbishop 
Demetrios for the St. Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine.

Several Metropolitans of the Holy 
Eparchial Synod and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate representatives, Metropoli-
tans Ambrosios and Damaskinos, also 
attended.

The event included a musical inter-
lude of compositions by Dr. Tikey Zes.

Nancy and Stan Takis of Lansing, 
Mich., were the 2016 recipients of the 
St. Romanos the Melodist Medallions for 

Forum Metropolis presidents
From left) Elizabeth Levy, Metropolis of San Francisco; Heidi Mason, Metropolis of Boston; Fay 
Pavlidis, Direct Archdiocesan District; George Stefanidakis, Metropolis of Denver; Philip Thevaos, Me-
tropolis of Atlanta; Maria Keritsis, National Forum chairman; Paul Mavromihalis, Metropolis of New 
Jersey; Vicki Pappas, Metropolises of Detroit and Pittsburgh; Rena Meintanis, Metropolis of Chicago.

Orthodox Observer photos

Church Musicians Mark 40th Year
by Maria Keritsis exemplary service in church music.

On Monday, July 4, the National Fo-
rum participated in the congress opening 
ceremony. That afternoon, they held a 
well-attended workshop for clergy and 
other delegates titled “Congregational 
Singing – What and How?”, which offered 
many practical tips. The completion of a 
new National Forum publication, A Guide 
to Congregational Singing, was distributed 
to attendees. Each priest of the Archdio-
cese would be receiving a complimentary 
copy after the congress, courtesy of Lead-
ership 100.

Tuesday began a three-day series of 

uu to page 28
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meetings to discuss church music issues 
within the Orthodox Church. Foremost 
was completion of the music for hymns, 
following the Holy Eparchial Synod’s ap-
proval of the Divine Liturgy English text.

The Forum’s “Oloi Mazi” team ar-
ranged the music using the new texts and 
familiar traditional melodies that the Holy 
Eparchial Synod has also approved.

A new liturgy book for congregations 
will be available this fall that will include 
the text and the melodies for the hymns 
and responses.

This publication will replace the 
“green book” in use since 1982. The hymn 
series used in religious education classes 
also will be updated to include the new 
texts and music.

Among other topics discussed in-
cluded building communications with 
the hierarchs, the clergy, chanters and 

choir directors; developing resources 
and training methods for church musi-
cians; resources and publications that 
are available through the National Forum 
website (www.churchmusic.goarch.org), 
and materials for youth conferences and 
youth choirs.

Visitors including Metropolitans 
Alexios and Isaiah, Bishop Sevastianos, 
Dr. Anton Vrame, George Tsandikos of 
Leadership 100, Fr. Chris Metropulos and 
Dr. Jim Skedros from Hellenic College 
Holy Cross, and various parish priests 
also attended the meetings and offered 
comments and ideas.

The meeting concluded with an 
exchange of ideas among the representa-
tives of the eight Metropolis church music 
federations.

Maria Keritsis is national chairman of 
the National Forum of Greek Orthodox 
Church Musicians.

Church Musicians Mark 40th Year
 from page 27

PERTH AMBOY, N.J. - St. Demetrios 
Church pastor Fr. George Parsenios will 
present a lecture Oct. 15 on “The Apostle 
Paul in the Greek Cities of the Roman 
Empire.”

Fr. Parsenios (Ph.D, Yale University), 
associate professor of New Testament at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, will dis-
cuss life in the Greek cities where St. Paul 
ministered. By uncovering the original set-
ting in which St. Paul worked and taught, 

NJ Church to Present Lecture on St. Paul
he will discuss how to live the Gospel more 
fully in our time and place. The lecture will 
be preceded by a light reception to greet 
members of both Orthodox churches and 
other houses of worship.

Contact the church office for directions 
and any additional questions (732-826- 
4466) or visit stdemetriosperthyamboy.
org and at St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 
Church, 41 Wisteria St., Perth Amboy, New 
Jersey 08861.

Metropolis News

Church Musicians

American Friends 
of the Blind in Greece
Providing Resources to the Blind in Greece 
since 1946

Our Mission 
The American Friends of the Blind in Greece 
identifies, acquires, and delivers the best 
possible resources and opportunities available to 
organizations in Greece, dedicated to improving the 
lives of Greece’s blind and severely sight- impaired 
people. We are a 501(c) (3) charitable organization 
dedicated to supporting resources for training for 
the blind in Greece.

Our History 
Since 1946 we have helped in the support of 
services for the blind via Faros – The Lighthouse 
for the Blind –located in Athens, Greece. We have 
created infrastructures and services that can meet 
the total needs of visually-impaired individuals 
to help them live a dignified, independent and 
activity-rich life. Faros provides services such as: 
 • Lending Library with Braille and Audio Books 
 • Metal Works Unit 
 • Brushes/Brooms Workshop 
 • Ceramics Workshop 
 • Training and rehabilitation Center 

With the severe economic crisis Greece has endured 
for nearly two years, the public funding for Faros 
has dramatically decreased. Now, more than ever, 
the blind people of Greece need our help. 

Won’t you please help us help the blind in Greece by making 
your tax deductible contribution to our organization? 

To donate: visit us at 

www.friendsoftheblind.org 
Or by mail:  The American Friends of the Blind in Greece 

C/O Cambridge Trust,  
One Harbour Place, Portsmouth, NH 03801

CHICAGO - Metropolises of Chicago 
Archons recently began a campaign in 
Minnesota to support of the Order of St. 
Andrew’s Resolution in support of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and also in Indiana 
jointly with the Metropolis of Detroit.

Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, Me-
tropolis of Chicago chancellor, oversees 
these projects. The Metropolis Media Re-
lations Director John Ackerman has been 
assigned leadership of this joint effort. As 
a member of the Friends of Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople, Ackerman 
was instrumental in planning and organiz-
ing the statewide campaign that successfully 
ended with the States of Illinois becoming 

Archons Campaign in Minn., Indiana
for Ecum. Patriarchate Resolution

the 43 rd state to pass the Archon’s Religious 
Freedom Resolution in the spring of 2013.

Archon Regional Commander Lazaros 
Kircos highlighted the importance of the 
new initiative. “Forty-four states have rec-
ognized the importance of calling out the 
needed changes in Turkey to provide Or-
thodox with the religious freedom enjoyed 
by people throughout the free world. We 
are thankful for the Archon’s efforts that 
have helped to educate the legislatures of 
the 44 states that have passed this religious 
freedom resolution. We are confident that 
our efforts in Indiana will help convince 
the legislature here of the need to join their 
sister states in calling for religious freedom.”

ELMHURST, Ill: The Metropolis of 
Chicago, the Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and the Hellenic Society of 
Constantinople, hosted “Imagining Reli-
gious Freedoms and Diversity Beyond the 
Halki Seminary” by former member of the 
Turkish Parliament (2011-15) Dr. Aykan 
Erdemir, at the 36th annual Commemora-
tion of the Fall of Constantinople in May.

Dr. Erdemir also served in the EU-
Turkey Joint Parliamentary Committee, EU 
Harmonization Committee, and the Ad Hoc 
Parliamentary Committee on the IT Sector 
and the Internet. As an outspoken defender 

36th Annual Commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople
of pluralism, minority rights, and religious 
freedoms in the Middle East,

More than175 people joined Metropol-
itan Iakovos, Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos, 
and many clergy at St Demetrios Church 
in Elmhurst to mark this continuing com-
memoration, which is unique within the 
United States. Dr. Erdemir which focused 
on the future of hopeful improving relations 
with Turkey while remembering the sad-
ness of the past.  He and Bishop Demetrios, 
in closing remarks, emphasized the need to 
move beyond toleration, to strive to live and 
work together in harmony.
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Family Connections

TAKE THE CHALLENGE

Did You Know? 
October Is Clergy 

Appreciation Month!
Unfortunately, we often take our 

priests and their families for granted. 
We might forget that they are human 
just like the rest of us, not realizing 
the day–to–day sacrifices they make 
for the Church. Let’s remember to 
thank our clergy for their hard work 
and dedication on behalf of our 
church communities! Take some time 
as a family this month and plan a way 
to show appreciation for your parish 
priest and/or family. It could be as 
simple as writing a note thanking him 
for his leadership in your church or 
stopping by his office with a coffee 
and a few warm words of encourage-
ment. And regardless of the month, 
we should regularly pray for our 
priests and their families!

PRAYER FOR OUR PRIEST
Lord Jesus Christ, enkindle the 

hearts of all Your priests with the 
fire of zealous love for You, that they 
may ever seek Your glory; Give them 
strength that they may labor unceas-
ingly in Your earthly vineyard for the 
salvation of our souls and the glory 
of Your All-Honorable and Majestic 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, 
and unto ages of ages. Amen.

A Job Like No Other
by Cindy Karos

Imagine the following employment 
opportunity: The position calls for work-
ing six days a week; however, the company 
could expect you to work on your day off 
should a situation arise. The job also re-
quires that you be on call for all customers 
at any time, day or night, and to be in the 
office the next day, on time, for established 
appointments. You would be expected 
to be a powerful orator, a prudent busi-
nessman, a compassionate counselor, an 
engaging teacher, an inspirational leader 
of young people, effective with the elderly, 
a fantastic singer, a successful mediator, 
and a fundraiser.

More than once in your life, you 
would have to move your family to a 
new town without friends or family for 
support. The culture in this company is 
tough. You would be scrutinized regularly, 
compared to the last person who had the 
job and maybe even to others across the 
country on any given day. Your family 
would also be analyzed to gauge your job 
performance but would be expected to 
take this scrutiny without any response.

Is this a job where you could succeed? 
Could anyone? Thank God there are those 
who try! It is probably obvious that this job 
description is that of an Orthodox parish 
priest. According to the Hallmark calendar 
October is National Clergy Appreciation 
Month. Let’s use the month of October to 
appreciate, honor, and thank our clergy 
and their families.

In the United States we are blessed to 
have such an incredible group of priests 
and their families who are dedicated to the 
Lord, to their church, and to the members 

of their flock. They marry us, baptize us, 
confess us, visit us when we are sick, and 
bury us. Being a priest may be one of the 
most rewarding jobs in the world—but 
also one of the toughest. Imagine the 
wish list in the job description above. 
How many people in the world have all 
the skills in that list? Hardly any. Do your 
children have all of those abilities? Mine 
don’t. However, the expectation is that 
our priests will have all of those gifts and 
more! Some priests have the greatest 
listening skills and are the best comfort-
ers around. Others are creative problem 
solvers. Some are the best liturgists; a few 
have fantastic business minds or have the 
gift of fundraising. All of that wrapped up 
in one person?

Hardly possible, but we hold them to 
this unbelievable standard and expect per-
fection. So, how do we begin to appreciate 
the gift of the priesthood and their family?

We must begin by spending a minute 
walking in their shoes. Their decision 
to become a priest is a selfless act. They 
give up more than we realize. However, 
sometimes we take for granted even basic 
things. Young priests and their wives may 
not realize that the demands of the job 
would impact their ability to balance in-
volvement in their family’s life—watching 
athletic events, helping with homework, 
even having dinner! They may not have 
understood that being a part of a commu-
nity means they would be lonely. Most live 
far away from family and friends and find 
it difficult to develop close relationships 
with people in their parishes. Holidays can 
be a particularly challenging time of isola-
tion. When they have challenges in their 
marriages or with their children, how can 

they reach out for help? Who do they talk 
to? Can you imagine being in this position?

Remember that they are human and 
need a break just like we do! They are 
not perfect and don’t have every gift that 
would make a perfect priest. Christ is the 
only perfect priest. Being human means 
they, too, are working on their salvation! 
The job they have is both emotionally and 
spiritually draining. Even St. Paisios took 
time to recharge before going back to 
nurture his flock. Make sure your priest 
takes time for himself and his families. If 
they feel burned out, encourage them. If 
you have a vacation home, consider shar-
ing it! Honor their days off. Think twice 
before calling if it is not an emergency. Is 
it really critical that they attend every meet-
ing scheduled? A well-rested and content 
priest can do more for a parish than a tired 

and rejected one. Thank them and pray 
for them! Send them a note, bring them 
a dinner, offer to do some yard work, do 
something for their family. Welcome them 
into your family. Invite them to holidays 
and celebrations, but be ok if they say no! 
And, most importantly, pray for them!

We are blessed to have clergy willing 
to help us in our spiritual growth. Take 
time to appreciate them… in October 
and always!

Cindy and her husband Paul have 
been married for twenty years. They have 
three children between the ages of 14 and 
18 and are active in both the Greek and 
Antiochian archdioceses. She has led the 
St. Mary’s Pan-Orthodox Family Camp in 
the Minneapolis–St. Paul area and as well 
as other church leadership positions.

Editor’s note: The following is a sum-
mary of the report to the Clergy-Laity Con-
gress by the Center for Family Care. The 
complete report can be viewed online at 
www.clergylaity.org.

Overview and Mission
The Center for Family Care is the 

ministry to marriage and family for the 
Archdiocese.

Mission Statement
In collaboration with the metropolises 

and parishes of the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America, the mission of the Center 
for Family Care is to equip families with the 
resources to “affirm the importance of the 
family as a blessed gift of God and to address 
the specific needs of families as they try to 
live in a very challenging culture and world” 
(Archbishop Demetrios of America).

What Is Family?
In the traditional sense, family is com-

posed of the parents and children of a 
household all brought together by divine 
grace—the “domestic church.” Additionally, 
it must be understood that the Church—
the Body of Christ—constitutes a broader 
dimension of family through the very real 
spiritual relationship established by baptism 
that unites all of its members. We are all one 
family in Christ!

The Vision For Family Ministry
Sound family ministry is, in reality, a 

systematic ethos of how a parish under-
stands ministry. It is people-centered, not 
program-centered. The church community 
that embraces a family-ministry approach 
reaps the following benefits:
• engages people at all ages and stages of life
• empowers all members of the Orthodox 

Center for Family Care Mission and Purpose
Christian family to become active partici-
pants in the life of the Church
• encourages families to ‘drive’ the Church 
home so that their faith is lived out in day-
to-day life
• nurtures parishioners’ relationships with 
Christ and His Church as well as one another
• uses community resources that assist 
parishioners in need (mental health, elder 
care, social support, etc.)

Ministering to families is, at times, diffi-
cult because it is a reflection of life’s pervasive 
challenges. These inherent difficulties are to 
be acknowledged and, in a sense, embraced 
as opportunities for healing and recon-
ciliation. The concerns and struggles of our 
families (emotional, physical, and spiritual) 
are, likewise, shared by the Church. Family 
ministry creates an infrastructure within the 
parish that facilitates its parishioners’ most 
critical needs—directly or through referral. 
It is not the goal of family ministry to create 
‘perfect’ families; rather, it is to promote 
church communities whose members are 
welcomed with unconditional love, sup-
port, and fellowship for the purpose of their 
spiritual growth and salvation—to foster an 
environment where our people look to the 
Church as the primary of restoration.

Archdiocesan Council Committee on 
Marriage and Family

The committee consists of: Chairman 
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, 
Vice Chairman Dr. Nicholas Loutsion, mem-
bers V. Rev. Constantine Moralis, Fr. Nicholas 
Anctil, Michael Kavourias Alexander Maillis 
II, Andrew Manatos, Peter J. Pappas, Michael 
Psaros, Rockey Sisson, Georgia Skeadas, 
Mark Stavropoulos, Evellyn Tsiadis and 

George Tsunis.
Center for Family Care Staff

Fr. Constantine L. Sitaras, director; 
Melissa Tsongranis, associate director; 
Presvytera Kerry Pappas, MA, LMFT, coor-
dinator for clergy and seminarian couple 
care; * George Tsongranis, special project 
coordinator; Maria Diveris, media coordina-
tor; Angelike Giallourakis, Ph.D, resource 
coordinator.

History
In his keynote address at the 2002 

Clergy-Laity Congress in Los Angeles, Arch-
bishop Demetrios presented a bold initiative 
for the Church of America, announcing that 
the Archdiocese would begin an intense 
effort of focusing on the needs of families. 
Through generous financial grants from 
Leadership 100, the Center for Family Care 
has developed printed and online resources, 
conducted retreats and seminars, and 
worked to create an infrastructure for family 
ministry in the Archdiocese.

In 2011, a Clergy and Seminarian 
Couple Care ministry was launched and 
continues to steadily grow. Since its incep-
tion, this ministry has sought to create a 
vision and action plan for an intentional 
and self-sustaining network of love, sup-
port, and care for clergy and seminarian 
couples. The objective is to offer tools and 
resources for healthy, holistic personal and 
relational living. Other programs and min-
istries of the Center include: Clergy-Couple 
Care Webinars, Priest and Presvytera Study, 
Clergy Couple Care Website, Family Ministry 
Webinars, Flagship Family Ministry Program, 
Marriage Minute And Becoming One, and 
Families of Children with Special Needs.
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OBSERVER’S CLASSIFIEDS

 

1) Conventional photographs 
We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed 

on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp 
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either 
Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previ-
ously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs
We accept digital pictures if they conform to the 

following specifications: 
•  Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200 

pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras 
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you 
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a mini-
mum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own 
photos, send the actual photo.)

•  File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files 
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality) 

•  Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.
•  Image files placed within any word-processing 

file or any other application are not accepted.
•  Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-

ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned)
•  E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject 

line write only the word “photos” 
VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and 

do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they 
will not be usable.

3) Please include information about the photo(s); 
place, time and event as well as the names of all per-
sons shown, left to right.

GUIDELINES 
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

ADVERTISE 
IN THE

ORTHODOX OB SERV ER

Tel: (212) 570-3555
observer@goarch.org

BOOKS

LAWYERS & LEGAL

C A L L  N O W   ( 5 1 6 )  9 3 1 - 2 3 3 3

Dimitrios  Photography & Video

To Purchase Photos from all  events visit
w w w.panagos.com

Y o u  c a n  f i n d  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k 

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

REAL ESTATE

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

GREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

Advertisement Disclaimer
ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify 
the information or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise 
specifically indicated. ORTHODOX OBSERVER  has no affiliation with 
any of the organizations/companies/advertisers, listed in, described on 
or printed, and it makes no representations or warranties whatsoever 
with regard to those organizations or any other organization, entity or 
person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit, categorize, 
revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition, the 
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time 
for any reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and 
content of their ads. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any 
damages arising out of errors or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER 
will not be held liable for any damages of any kind relating to any ad.  

A Greek woman makes her way 
in the second half of the twentieth 
century while her husband becomes 
one of the richest men in the world.
• ADVENTURE • LOVE • FAMILY 
• FRIENDSHIPS • STRUGGLES   
• SUCCESSES • DESTINY

Athena a Modern Greek Life
by Aliki Alexxa

A novel in 3 volumes 
Amazon.com, also Kindle Edition

Η εταιρία ALEXIOU BROTHERS  η οποία βρίσκεται στο 17ο χιλιόµετρο της 
Εθνικής Οδού Τρικάλων-Λαρίσης από το 1978 ασχολείται αποκλειστικά 
µε την κατασκευή ξυλογλυπτικών έργων βυζαντινής τέχνης και 
τεχνοτροπίας. Είναι δε από τις λίγες που έχουν εναποµείνει στον 
ελλαδικό χώρο,  απασχολούν µόνο παραδοσιακούς τεχνίτες-µάστορες 
και δραστηριοποιούνται σε ολόκληρο τον κόσµο. Αναλαµβάνουµε 
την ανάληψη κατασκευής µοναδικών ξυλόγλυπτων έργων σε 
παραδοσιακούς, ορθόδοξους βυζαντινούς ρυθµούς σε Ιερούς Ναούς, 
Παρεκκλήσια και Μονές σε οποιαδήποτε πολιτεία των ΗΠΑ. 
Βασικές αρχές της επιχείρησής µας είναι η ποιότητα των υλικών που 
χρησιµοποιούµε, η συνέπεια στο χρόνο παράδοσης των έργων και η 
διαχρονικότητά τους.  

www.iakaf.com • 718.229.4100 

New Retail website

Law O�  ces of Hariklia Anagnostopoulou
Your 24/7 legal office in Greece. With over 30 years 
of experience, we are proud to expand and offer ser-
vices to Greeks living abroad with all your civil law 
needs, indicatively: Greek Citizenship, registrations, 
corrections of registrations, inheritance and transfer 
of property, tax matters, leases, management of 
property, official recognition of decisions of foreign 
jurisdictions etc.
Email us at: c.anagnostopoulou@yahoo.gr or 

Call us: +30 210 361 3266 – Office

+30 6936055038 – Cell 
+30 210 805 1076 – evening phone

Or write to: Hariklia Anagnostopoulou
Ippokratous Street 93, 10680, Athens, Greece

PROPERTY FOR SALE

KARDAMYLA, CHIOS 
ΘΕΣΗ ΣΚΑΡΔΑΝΑΣ

2 1/2  STREMMATA - HARBOR VIEW
ΣΕ ΟΙΚΙΣΜΟ - ΑΡΤΙΟ ΟΙΚΟΔΟΜΗΣΙΜΟ

WELL – WATER • 160,000 EURO
Please call DR. EMMANUEL KRATSIOS

317.270.8381

PROPERTY FOR SALE
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by Steven Christoforou

by Y2AM Stuff

Y2AM Hosts Season’s First BeeTreat in Binghamton

National Ministries: ‘In The Now’
Department of Youth and Young Adults

From the Director: 7 Exciting New Ministry Resources

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. - In late August, 
about 50 Orthodox Christians gathered in the 
first BeeTreat of the academic year.

Based on “Be the Bee,” the popular 
YouTube series, BeeTreats are retreats de-
signed for youth, parents, youth workers, and 
young adults. This season, the Team is using 
an improved format for sessions, which adds 
more practical guidance for both youth and 
adult participants.

The Binghamton BeeTreat was held 
at St. Michael Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 
Church, thanks to the incredible efforts of 
Father Jim Dutko, head priest of St. Michael’s, 
and a diligent team of parish volunteers.

The BeeTreat began on Saturday morn-
ing, with youth and adults gathering for 
Matins, and then splitting off into two groups 
for the day’s sessions.

Steven Christoforou, director of the 
Department of Youth and Young Adult Minis-
tries (Y2AM) and the Office of Camping Min-
istries, led the youth sessions, beginning with 
a workshop that focused on the importance 
of silence as a first step in our prayer. Mr. 
Christoforou then led two sessions on why 
we need God in our lives, and practical steps 

we can take to shape our daily habits around 
Christ. Panayiotis Constantine represented 
FOCUS North America in the final youth 
session, leading participants in practical ways 
to love their neighbors that culminated in a 
service project.

Christian Gonzalez, Young Adult Min-
istries Coordinator with Y2AM, led four ses-
sions for parents and youth workers, which 

focused on the development of a healthy vi-
sion for ministry. The second session specifi-
cally focused on how our habits and practices 
determine what we love and who we are. 

The third session built on that one, as 
Mr. Gonzalez discussed how to develop a 
“new home liturgy.” 

He also offered practical tips for how to 
implement this ministry.

The weekend concluded with Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday morning, celebrated by Fa-
ther Jim Dutko. Mr. Christoforou offered the 
sermon. BeeTreats will continue to be held 
about once a month through the upcoming 
calendar year and into the spring of 2017. 
For more details, including an information 
pamphlet and the full calendar of upcoming 
BeeTreats, visit bethebee.goarch.org/retreats.

The past few years have been an incred-
ibly productive time in youth and young 
adult ministry.

As amazing as that time has been, the 
year ahead promises to be even more excit-
ing.

In less than three years, Y2AM has 
launched two video series (Be the Bee and 
The Trench), a podcast (Pop Culture Cof-
fee Hour), a blog with three weekly articles 
(The Ladder), a monthly retreat program 
(BeeTreats), and an uplifting weekly email 
newsletter. Y2AM took this summer off to 
not only work on improving these resources, 
but to lay the groundwork for new resources 
which are planned for release over the next 
twelve months.

Here are seven exciting new youth and 
young adult resources you can look forward 
to in the year ahead:

1. New Policies for the Protection 
of Youth and Children

For seven years, summer camps in the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
have been governed by the Youth Protec-
tion Manual, a critical document designed 
to keep young people safe. Over the past 
few months, Y2AM has been hard at work on 
new Policies for the Protection of Youth and 
Children, which will take key youth protec-
tion principles and apply them to youth work 
across the Archdiocese. It will be the next 
step forward in ensuring that all ministry for 
youth is safe, healthy, and Christ-centered.

Y2AM plans on submitting the new Poli-
cies for approval this Fall, with anticipated 
release in September 2017.

2. New Online Youth Worker 
Training Course

While youth protection is the “negative” 
side of youth ministry (teaching youth work-
ers what not to do), the Church also needs 
a “positive” side: comprehensive training to 
ensure that all ministry for youth is Christ-
centered, effective, and grounded in our 
experience of the Lord’s Kingdom.

To that end, Y2AM is hard at work de-
veloping a new online course for all youth 
and young adult workers in the Church. It 
will offer comprehensive training on the 
needs and questions of young people in our 
contemporary culture, and practical ways 
to shape ministry to best speak to young 
people today.

Y2AM plans on releasing the new course 
in the Spring of 2017.

3. New Y2AM Website
As more and more communication 

happens online, the need for a compelling 
and user-friendly website gets even more 
pressing. Currently, Y2AM’s web presence is 
scattered around multiple websites, each of 
which could use a face lift.

So Y2AM is in the process of develop-
ing a new website which will be a home for 
all videos, podcasts, blogs, online courses, 
and merchandise. Once completed, it will 
be one of the best places on the web to not 
just learn about Orthodox Christianity, but 
also to develop concrete ways to live out a 
relationship with Christ.

Y2AM plans on launching this new 
website, y2am.org, in the winter of 2016-17.
4. Youth and Camp Workers Conference

Every year, one of the Orthodox jurisdic-
tions hosts a conference designed to bring 

youth and camp workers together for three 
days of education and inspiration. Y2AM will 
be hosting the next conference in January 
2017 in Austin, TX.

This year’s theme is “The Seamless Gar-
ment: Towards a Unified Model of Ministry.” 
Speakers will explore ways to unite the vari-
ous ministries our Church offers to people, 
transforming them from a patchwork of dis-
connect programs to a coherent experience 
grounded in Christ.

For more information, please visit Or-
thodoxYCC.org.

5. New Parish, Camp,
and Family Resources

Over the past few decades, summer 
camp has proven to be the most effective 
youth and young adult ministry experience 
the Church offers. And this shouldn’t surprise 
us, because we spend more time and money 
preparing for summer camp than we do 
anything else. As wonderful as this work is, 
it’s redundant: every camp spends time and 
effort developing its own curriculum and pro-
gram, reinventing the wheel every summer.

And what’s worse is that, once the fall 
rolls around, young people return to parishes 
that aren’t equipped to bring them closer 
to Christ. 

While summer camp programs are col-
laborative efforts, drawing the best youth 
workers from across the Archdiocese, par-
ish clergy and youth workers are stretched 
thin, forced to develop new programs and 
resources on their own.

Y2AM is hoping to change this. In the 
weeks ahead, Y2AM will be organizing youth 
and young adult workers from across the 
Archdiocese into collaborative teams. Each 
team will be tasked with developing a so-
phisticated curriculum for youth and young 
adults of all ages.

This coordination will also allow us, 
for the first time ever, to have programs and 
resources that work together to reinforce the 
ministry experience. Youth will return home 
to their parishes and find youth programs 
that will continue the incredible work that 
started at camp. 

And families will have resources to 
develop and reinforce the lessons youth 
are learning at the parish. For the first time 
camps, parishes, and families will all have 
the chance to grow together towards Christ.

Y2AM hopes to have model camp cur-

ricula ready for the summer of 2017, and 
parish and family resources ready in Sep-
tember of 2017.

6. New “Be the Bee” 
and “The Trench” Lesson Plans
Besides this larger resources project, 

Y2AM is working on reinforcing our existing 
resources (and making them easier to use) 
by developing model lesson plans.

Youth groups and classrooms around 
the country, and around the world, are 
already using episodes of “Be the Bee” and 
“The Trench” to teach critical lessons and 
lead transformative discussions. Unfortunate-
ly, up until now it’s fallen on youth and young 
adult workers to develop these lessons. To 
take this burden off of already over-worked 
parish and camp workers, Y2AM has begun 
developing model lessons plans for each 
episode of “Be the Bee” and “The Trench.”

Y2AM plans to release these model les-
son plans in groups on a rolling basis, as 
they’re developed, beginning in the late Fall 
of 2016.

7. Introduction to Orthodox 
Christianity Video Series and Book

One of the greatest needs of our Church 
is very basic: people struggle to understand 
the basic teachings of the Orthodox Church, 
and lack the practical tools to live out a re-
lationship with Christ on a daily basis. This 
fundamental disengagement is, perhaps 
more than anything else, the key factor driv-
ing youth and young adults away from the 
Church today.

That’s why Y2AM is hard at work devel-
oping a clear and concise introduction to 
the basic teachings of the Orthodox Church. 
Taking the mindset behind videos like “Be 
the Bee” a step further, this resource will be 
a twenty-episode miniseries dedicated to not 
simply laying out the teachings of the Church, 
but also guiding people through applying 
those teachings in their daily lives. 

This contemporary (and practical) video 
series will help the beliefs of the Church 
come alive for people as never before.

The videos will also be complemented 
by workbooks and a study book, to help 
people who want to dig even deeper into the 
the Church. It will be a clear and engaging in-
troduction to the Orthodox Church, perfect 
not only for youth and young adults but for 
anyone who wants to better understand the 
mystery of Christ and His Kingdom.

Y2AM hopes to release the video series 
in October 2017, with the book planned for 
winter 2017.
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“There is no doubt that we are blessed that the camp was 
not completely destroyed and yet, at the same time, the dam-
age is extensive. It will be a long and arduous process over the 
next few months to clear the more than 600 trees that have 
fallen and only then we will begin to understand the structural 
integrity of the camp and what needs to be repaired.”

The Chapel of St. Iakovos sustained only minor exterior 
damage; but the area known as “The Pines,” home to the unique 
Ionian Village Orthodox Life program, has been destroyed. Ex-
tensive damage was also incurred at other major areas including 
the pool, camper cabins, the cafeteria, the arts and crafts area, 
and the area behind the camp where the camp animals lived.

The Archdiocese is currently working with both construc-
tion professionals and engineers to not only assess the visible 
damage but also to further investigate any structural damage 
that may have occurred.

The storm hit the camp about 2 p.m. (7 a.m. EDT). Fr. 
Evagoras said it hasn’t been confirmed whether it was only one 
or more tornadoes. “The storm came from the ocean, from the 
direction of Zakynthos and made first ground fall at the camp,” 
the director said. “From there, it proceeded back through the 
woods towards the village of Vrana and finally dissipated before 
it hit the large town of Bartholomio.” He continued, “There 
are minor damages to homes and business throughout the 
local area, as the same storm hit areas up and down the coast, 
all the way to Kalamata, as we have seen in the Greek news.”

Fr. Evagoras also said that the camp’s caretakers, the 
Nastoulis family members, who did not suffer injury from the 
storm, live in the nearby village of Glyfa when the summer 
programs are not in session. “Christoforo, the father, is well 
known to thousands of campers and staff as the main ground-
skeeper from 1974-2006,” Fr. Evagoras said. “In 2006, his 
son, Georgios, took over and has been serving as not only the 
groundskeeper, but also as operations manager since then. In 
addition, Christoforo’s wife is Kyria Sofia, the head chef since 
1995. Their daughter, Vangelio, leads the cleaning crew during 
the summer. It really is a family affair.”
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