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Ecumenical Patriarch Convenes
Preparatory Meeting for Great Council

Synaxis of the Primates of the Orthodox Churches

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
convened a synaxis of the primates of the
local Orthodox Churches Jan. 21-28 at
the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s Orthodox
Center in Chambisy, Geneva, Switzerland.

The meeting considered matters
relating to preparation for the Holy and
Great Council, set to convene this year.
Archbishop Demetrios was a delegation
member of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.

The official announcement follows:

COMMUNIQUE

At the invitation of His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, the
Synaxis of Primates of the Orthodox
Autocephalous Churches took place at
the Orthodox Center of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate in Chambesy, Geneva, from

21% to 28" January, 2016. The following
Primates attended:

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
Patriarch Theodore of Alexandria, Patri-
arch Theophilos of Jerusalem, Patriarch
Kirill of Moscow, Patriarch Irinej of Serbia,
Patriarch Daniel of Romania, Patriarch
Neophyte of Bulgaria, Patriarch Ilia of
Georgia, Archbishop Chrysostomos of
Cyprus, Archbishop Anastasios of Albania,
Archbishop Rastislav of the Czech Lands
and Slovakia

The following Primates were unable
to attend: Their Beatitudes Patriarch John
X of Antioch and Metropolitan Sawa of
Warsaw and All Poland, for health reasons,

[> to page 4
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Feast of St, Basil
and New Year

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools,
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth,
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers
and Sisters in Christ,

On this first day of the new year and
the blessed Feast of our Father among the
Saints, Basil the Great, we anticipate the
abundant blessings and great works of
God, and we continue to give Him honor
and glory through our worship and faith-
ful service to Him.

As we dedicate the year and our lives
to the holy will of God, it also is fitting at
the beginning of this year 2016 that we
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the
ministry of His All-Holiness our beloved
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. This
is truly a significant event for our Holy
Archdiocese and for Orthodox Christian-
ity, as this time has included tremendous
changes and challenges in our world. In
the apostolic spirit of St. Basil and many
other Saints and Hierarchs, His All Holi-
ness has provided spiritual guidance from
a foundation of deep faith in God and a
commitment to His will. He has offered
compassionate pastoral leadership from
his experience and understanding of the
power of the grace of God. He has adeptly
addressed critical issues using the great
theological and liturgical heritage of our
Orthodox Christian faith. Our Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew has led and con-
tinues to lead faithful around the world
in offering a true witness of the blessed
life we have in Christ and of an enduring
hope that rests on the promises of God.

We give glory and thanksgiving to
God for the apostolic ministry of our
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. We
also give thanks for all the offerings of our
Hierarchs, Clergy, and Laity in addressing
the needs and supporting the work of His
All Holiness and the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate. This has been a tremendous contri-
bution in sharing the Gospel, advocating
for religious freedom, offering spiritual
guidance on environmental issues, and
helping those who need urgent assistance.

The ministry and leadership of His
All-Holiness reflects the compassion and
faith that were exemplified by St. Basil.
This is also the witness of our beloved

[> to page 3
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FAITH Endowment Offers Grants to lonian Village

NEW YORK - Continuing for the tenth
consecutive year, “FAITH: An Endow-
ment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism” will
once again sponsor a series of financial
aid travel grants this summer to campers
participating in the Ionian Village Summer
Camp program. FAITH provides full and
partial scholarships to those participants
who qualify.

The travel grants are primarily need-
based financial aid; however, each ap-
plicant’s academic performance will also
be weighed into the evaluation review
process. Priority is given to high school
seniors.

Ionian Village participants will travel
across Greece visiting significant sites of
Greek history and culture. At the end of
each program, the campers return home
with strengthened faith, lifelong friend-
ships and an expanded appreciation for
the Orthodox Church and Greek culture.

Elaine Jaharis, a Founder of the FAITH
Endowment, Ionian Village alumna and

committee chairman spoke on behalf
of the Founders, “We the Founders of
FAITH) are proud to support young
people wishing to participate in Ionian
Village. The camp provides a truly trans-
formative and enriching experience for
intellectual and spiritual growth and life-
long friendships as these young people
connect to their Hellenic roots. For over
40 years, lonian Village has been, and still
is, the premiere program for young Greek
Americans to understand their Hellenic
heritage and identity, to offer this financial
aid opportunity through this program.”
In 2015, FAITH underwrote 63 full
and partial financial aid travel grants for
young people to attend the Ionian Village
Summer Camp. Eva T., who received a
2015 FAITH Travel Grant, recalled her
experience as a camper: “There are ab-
solutely no words to express my sincere
gratitude towards FAITH. I learned so
much about our rich and beautiful moth-
erland, the others around me, myself and

our Orthodox Faith.”

Each year, FAITH also funds other
scholarship programs, including many
merit-based scholarships for the FAITH
Scholarships for Academic Excellence to
students graduating from public, paro-
chial and private high schools across the
country.

FAITH - Ionian Village Travel Grant
applications are available for session one
and session two participants, ages 16-18 at
www.thefaithendowment.org. Completed
applications must be received by February
5, 2016.

FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy
and Hellenism supports the development
of innovative educational, cultural, and
scholarship programs for young people
that promote an understanding of the
Orthodox faith, Hellenism, and the rela-
tionship of the two to America’s history
and multicultural landscape. For more
information, call: 212-644-6960.

2016 Archdiocesan Yearbook Available

NEW YORK - The 2016 Archdiocese
Yearbook is dedicated to Ecumenical Patri-
arch Bartholomew on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of his enthronement. It is
now available online at www.goarch.org/
archdiocese/yearbook. The yearbook can
also be downloaded from the website as a
pdf and used as a digital book on tablets,
smart phones and other digital reading
devices. Hard copies of the 2016 Yearbook
are now available by mail. Every parish of
the Archdiocese will receive two compli-
mentary copies.

The yearbook is designed as an easy-
to-read, accurate, reference handbook
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America. The new edition includes updated
directories of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Archdiocesan departments and institutions,
Metropolises, parishes, clergy, religious and
secular media resources plus additional
information.

The significance of this year’s book
is highlighted in the letter by Archbishop
Demetrios, in which he states: “His All-
Holiness has provided spiritual guidance

from a foundation of deep faith in God and
a commitment to His will. He has offered
compassionate pastoral leadership from
his experience and understanding of the
power of the grace of God. We dedicate this
Yearbook to His All Holiness in recognition
ofthe contribution his leadership has made
to the vitality and witness of our Holy Arch-
diocese. As with previous editions over the
last few decades, this yearbook represents
a tremendous growth at all levels of the
Church in America.

Parishes continue to grow with addi-
tions of new missions each year. The range
of national ministries and work in the me-
tropolises has expanded.

Resources for the work of the minis-
tries and the vital work of clergy and laity
in the parishes have grown impressively.”

Limited prepaid copies may be ob-
tained by calling (212) 774-0244 or by
sending a check/money order or credit card
information for $24 ($18 cost of yearbook
plus $6.00 s&h) payable to the Greek Ortho-
dox Archdiocese of America, Attn: Yearbook
— 8 East 79™ St., New York, NY 10075.
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Archdiocese Continues
UN Fellowship Program

The Archdiocese Department of
Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical and Interfaith
Relations announces the continuation of
its faith-based Diplomacy & Advocacy Ini-
tiative. The Initiative established four (two
in 2015-16 and two in 2016-17) yearlong
fellowships at the United Nations.

All Orthodox Christian graduate and
post-graduate students are invited to apply
for this stipend fellowship.

The faith-based Diplomacy and Advo-
cacy Initiative is made possible by a gen-
erous grant awarded by The Archbishop
Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment
Fund, and is meant to help develop future
professionals, diplomats, policy-makers,
and advocates by providing them with a
framework upon which to exercise their
academic training.

Fellows will focus their work at the
United Nations in five main areas: 1)
Human Rights & Religious Freedom 2)
Environment/Ecology 3) Peace, Security,
& Humanitarianism 4) Equality (gender,
race, economic) and 5) Health Advocacy.

Among other activities, fellows will
have the opportunity to join and participate
in the work of NGO committees at the
United Nations; assist in formulating oral
and written Archdiocesan statements and
interventions; help plan and host events
during ECOSOC functional commissions;
and participate in panel discussions at
future biennial national clergy-laity con-
gresses.

To apply for the fellowship please visit
un.goarch.org/fellowship. The deadline for
submitting an application for the 2016-17
fellowship is April 30.

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan
Council (GOAC) is accredited through
the United Nations Department of Public
Information (UN DPI) and has General
Consultative Status under the Economic
and Social Council of the UN (ECOSOC).
GOAC has been actively working at the
United Nations for 30 years.

Questions about submitting
news and photos:

Jim Golding (212) 570.3557;
jim@goarch.org
For advertising or the Greek section:
Lefteris Pissalidis, (212) 570. 3555;
lefteris@goarch.o
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Saint Basil Academy. Led by our National
Ladies Philoptochos Society and local
chapters, it is our annual tradition on this
day and during the month of January to
offer prayers and support for this ministry.
Each and every day of the year, the bene-
factors, directors, and staff of Saint Basil’s
are serving the needs of children and
youth who need love, guidance, and the
healing power of faith. This vital ministry
has been supported for over sixty years by
the Ladies Philoptochos Society through
the annual cutting of the Vasilopeta, and I
ask that you give generously and offer your
prayers for St. Basil Academy.

In the cutting and sharing of the Vasi-
lopeta at the inception of this New Year,
may we also offer our prayers and support
for His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and wish him many more
years of faithful and dedicated service
to Christ and His Church. And may the
blessings of our Lord be upon each of you
and your families for peace, health, and
opportunities to share His love and the
power of faith throughout the year.

ettt Devse i 12

+ DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America

5
w

Epiphany Service

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS 3
T ::;Eii V"';Z:_]?‘; | e ' 1 ! 2 r ﬁ -
B gl | ) A . & 8

Archbishop Demetrios officiates at the Jan. 6 Epiphany Service at St. Nicholas Cathedral in Tarpon Springs, Fla., with the participation of Metropolitan
Alexios of Atlanta, Bishop Sevastianos of Zela, Fr. Sampson Kasapakis, proistamenos; other area clergy and Archdeacon Panteleimon and Deacon
Eleftherios. Following the service, clergy and hundreds of parishioners proceeded to nearby Spring Bayou for the traditional Blessing of the Waters and
Cross Diving event. (Full Epiphany coverage page 23).

Roman Catholic, Orthodox Christians Affirm Sanctity of Life

WASHINGTON - Orthodox and Roman
Catholic Christians joined in prayer and
public gathering on the 43 anniversary of
Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court ruling that
legalized abortion, to express their long-
standing belief that all life is sacred.

An official delegation of the Assembly of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United
States participated in choir in the National
Prayer Vigil for Life at the Roman Catholic
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Im-
maculate Conception on Jan. 21.

The following day, Jan. 22, Catholic
and Orthodox bishops jointly offered prayer
to begin the March for Life at noon on the
National Mall.

As he reflected upon the importance
of this year’s sanctity of life events, Cardinal
Timothy M. Dolan, Archbishop of New York
and chairman of the Committee on Pro-Life
Activities of the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB), said: “While we lament
the tragedy of abortion in our land, our Lord
continues to show us how good can come
from evil. Our collaborative and prayerful ef-
forts with our Orthodox brothers and sisters
have certainly been a sign of hope in our
combined efforts to build a culture of life.”

Highlighting the importance of prayer
when addressing the issue of abortion,
Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh, chairman

of the Committee for Church and Society of
the Assembly of Orthodox Bishops in the
U.S., stressed the need to “pray not only
for those who are currently considering an
abortion, but also those who have already
undergone the procedure and may despair
of God’s love and mercy.”

The following statement was signed

prior to the event by Archbishop Joseph
E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., president of the
USCCB; Archbishop Demetrios, chairman of
the Assembly of Orthodox Bishops; Cardinal
Dolan; and Metropolitan Savas.
Seeking Life, Mercy, and Healing — A Com-
mon Statement by Orthodox and Catholic
Bishops on the 43" anniversary of Roe v.
Wade.

“On January 22, Catholic and Orthodox
Christians will once again stand in solidarity
on the occasion of the 43 anniversary of Roe
v. Wade. As our communities firmly believe
in the sanctity of life, the faithful — along
with many people of other traditions and
goodwill — lament the legal circumstances
that facilitate abortion and the cultural phe-
nomena that present abortion as the only
choice for expectant mothers experiencing
difficult conditions.

“We recognize that the choice to abort
an unborn child ultimately reflects the bro-
ken condition of humanity.
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“We remind the world of our com-
mon teaching that life begins at the earli-
est moments of conception and that life,
at all stages of its development, is sacred.
We denounce the termination of a life as
a response to unwanted pregnancies or
as a method of overcoming social and
economic challenges. We embrace the
mothers and the couples who, in spite of
difficulties, choose to bring their pregnancy
to term. At the same time, however, we
invite those who may have undergone or
facilitated an abortion to turn to Christ
with contrite hearts, seeking to overcome
their grief through His forgiveness, mercy
and healing.”

Archbishop Demetrios of America
Chairman, Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the USA

Metropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh
Chairman, Committee for Church & Society
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of the USA

Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz
Archbishop of Louisville

President, U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan
Archbishop of New York

Chairman, Committee on Pro-Life Activities
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

Ordinations to the Diaconate
Whittaker, James — Metropolitan Metho-
dios of Boston, at St. Sophia Church, New
London, Conn. 11/29/15
Constas, Maximos — Archbishop Deme-
trios, St. Nicholas, Flushing, N.Y.12/06/15
Callas, William— Metropolitan Gerasimos
of San Francisco, Holy Trinity Church, San
Francisco 12/27/15
Delaveris, Nikolas — Bishop Andonios of
Phasiane, St. Sophia Cathedral, Washing-
ton 01/10/16

Ordinations to the Priesthood
Dn. Maximos Constas — Archbishop
Demetrios of America, Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral, New York 12/20/15

Assighments
V. Rev. Fr. George Nikas — Chancellor,
Metropolis of New Jersey 01/15/16
Assighments
Fr. Michael Ellis — Sts. Constantine &
Helen Church, Mansfield, Ohio 12/01/15
Fr. James S. Katinas — St. Demetrios
Church, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 12/15/15
Fr. Gregory Trakas— Assumption Church,
Manchester, NH 12/15/15
Fr. George Kouzelis — St. Demetrios
Church, Upper Darby, Pa. 01/15/16

CLERGY UPDATE

Offikia
Fr. Athanasios Haros — Office of Proto-
presbyter, bestowed by Metropolitan
Alexios of Atlanta 11/25/15
Fr. Chrysostom Panos — Office of Ar-
chimandrite, bestowed by Archbishop
Demetrios 11/30/15
Fr. George Zugravu — Office of Econo-
mos, bestowed by Archbishop Deme-
trios 12/13/15
Fr. Maximos Constas — Office of Ar-
chimandrite, bestowed by Archbishop
Demetrios 12/24/15

Receptions
Fr. Michael Ellis — Dec. 1, 2015 (from the
American Carpatho — Russian Orthodox
Diocese of the USA)
V. Rev. Fr. Christodoulos Papadeas —
Dec. 1, 2015 (from the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of New Zealand)
Fr. Sasa Turkic — Dec. 23, 2015 (from
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside
of Russia)

Returned to the status of layman
Constantine Mersinas — defrocked for
violation of the Archdiocese Sexual
Misconduct Policy 07/15/14
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and Archbishop Ieronymos of Athens and
All Greece, for personal reasons. Neverthe-
less, all three were represented by official
delegations of their Churches.

The Primates of the Orthodox
Churches convened to finalize the texts
for the Holy and Great Council. In the
framework of the Synaxis, on Sunday,
24th January, a Divine Liturgy was held
at the Holy Stavropegic Church of St.
Paul. Along with the Ecumenical Patri-
arch, who presided, Their Beatitudes and
Heads of the delegations of the Orthodox
Churches concelebrated the Liturgy, with
the exception of the Head of the delega-
tion of the Patriarchate of Antioch.

During the Synaxis, whose ses-
sions were held in the apostolic spirit
of “speaking the truth in love” (Eph.
4.15), in concord and understanding,
the Primates affirmed their decision to
convene the Holy and Great Council.
The Council will be held at the Ortho-
dox Academy of Crete from June 16th
to 27th, 2016. To this end, the Primates
humbly invoke the grace and blessing of
the Holy Trinity and fervently invite the
prayers of the fullness of the Church,
clergy and laity, for the period leading
to and the sessions of the Holy and
Great Council.

The items officially approved for
referral to and adoption by the Holy and
Great Council are: The Mission of the
Orthodox Church in the Contemporary
World, the Orthodox Diaspora, Autono-
my and its Manner of Proclamation, The
Sacrament of Marriage and its Impedi-
ments, The Significance of Fasting and

Synaxis of the Pr

imates of th Ortdox Churches

B A b || o

[ - 1__

Ecumenical Patriarchate photos

Hierarchs at one of the sessions of the synaxis. Among those attending was Archbishop Demetrios, seated at the far end of the table at left, nearest
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, who presided.

its Application Today, and Relations of
the Orthodox Church with the Rest of
the Christian World. By decision of the
Primates, all approved documents will
be published.

The Primates also discussed and
determined the establishment of a
Panorthodox Secretariat, the by-laws
of the Council, the participation of
non-Orthodox observers in the opening

and closing sessions, and the budgetary
costs related to the Council.

Moreover, the Primates expressed
their support for the persecuted Christians
of the Middle East and their ongoing con-
cern for the abduction of the two Metro-
politans, Paul Yazigi of the Patriarchate of
Antioch and Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim
of the Syriac Archdiocese.

The proceedings of the Synaxis of the

concluded on Wednesday evening, Janu-
ary 27, 2016, with the closing address by
its President, His All-Holiness Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew.

At the Orthodox Center of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambesy
- Geneva, 27 January, 2016

From the Secretariat

of the Sacred Synaxis

Scholars
Convene for
Discussions at
Ecumenical
Patriarchate

ISTANBUL — A group of 30 Ortho-
dox Christian scholars participated in a
gathering at the Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople Jan. 4-5, to connect
with theologians and academics work-
ing in various disciplines and ministries
throughout the world and to become
better acquainted with their interests and
aspirations for the Church, especially in
light of the forthcoming Holy and Great
Council.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
addressed those gathered, and then,
as representing different communities
of scholars (representing theological
schools, scholars in the secular academy,
those working in mission fields, and in

Change of Address
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Orthodox Observer,

8 E. 79" St., New York, NY 10075-0192
Be sure to include old address,
new address and name of parish.

Ecumenical Patriarchate photos

Orthodox Christian scholars with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew.

other areas), to offer to His All-Holiness
reflections on the particular challenges
the Church faces today and how to work
together, more effectively.

Metropolitan John of Pergamon of-
fered reflections on the preparations for
the Council and engaged in dialogue for
almost four hours, with His Eminence,
sharing our thoughts and concerns in a
very engaging and stimulating conversa-
tion.”

In his address, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew noted, “We have invited
you because we consider you as a small
representative group of a much larger
segment of our Church, a symbol of our
loving concern for all those ministering
to the Word of God in manifold ways
throughout the world.

”You comprise theologians and histo-
rians, scholars and teachers, women and

men from the United States and Europe,
as well as from Asia and Australia.... In
this way, we can strengthen the bonds
between hierarchal ministry and lay diako-
nia for the benefit of the Body of Christ.”

The scholars in attendance presented
their reflections and responses in their
respective fields and capacities as heads
of Orthodox seminaries and institutes;
as professors in non-Orthodox academic
institutions; as theologians serving in mis-
sion, religious education and publishing;
and as scholar-practitioners in the natural
and social sciences, human rights and
social justice.

The afternoon of Jan. 5 was dedicated
to an open discussion on preparations for
the Holy and Great Council, during which
Metropolitan John chaired two extensive
sessions, addressing participants and en-
gaging them in wide-ranging discussions

about goals, challenges and opportunities
of the Council. Texts of the presentations
will be made available as they are received.

Participants from the United States
included Frs. John Behr and Alexander
Rentel, both of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox
Seminary, Fr. John Chryssavgis, Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate; George Demacopoulos,
Fordham University; John Klentos, Pa-
triarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute;
Fr. Panteleimon Manoussakis, Holy Cross
School of Theology; Aristotle Papan-
ikolaou, Fordham University; Elizabeth
Prodromou, Tufts University; James Ske-
dros, Holy Cross School of Theology; Fr.
Nathanael Symeonidis, Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America; Alexis Torrance,
Notre Dame University; Anton Vrame,
Archdiocese Department of Religious
Education; and Gayle Woloschak, North-
western University.
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The heads of the Autocephalous Orthodox Christian Churches (above) with Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew during a break at their meetings in Chambesy. (below) Archbishop Demetrios and
other hierarchs at the opening prayer of one of the sessions.

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

Niarchos Foundation Honors
Archbishop lakovos’ Civil Rights Efforts

NEW YORK — The Stavros Niarchos
Foundation has contributed a grant of $2
million and Co-President Andreas Draco-
poulos has given a $1 million donation
to the National African American History
and Culture Museum in Washington in
honor of the civil and human rights work
of Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and
South America from 1959-1996.

The Museum, currently under con-
struction, is expected to open in 20106,
and aspires to become a landmark that
will present African-American history.

In the middle of last month the mu-
seum featured a high-tech projection of

images on its outside walls with the title
“Commemorate and Celebrate Freedom,”
featuring the period from the ratification
of the 13th Amendment, which ended
slavery in 1865, to the passage of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The images featured Archbishop
Iakovos with Martin Luther King Jr. The
Washington Post published a first-page
photograph of that moment in the projec-
tion on Nov. 16.

The Greek Orthodox Church in
America and His Eminence Archbishop
Demetrios continue the longstanding leg-
acy of Archbishop Iakovos to fight against
racism and to defend human rights.

New Divine Liturgy Books in Production

The Holy Eparchial Synod of the
Archdiocese has been working on a pnew§
translation of the Divine Liturgy for some
time. The Priest Edition of the text is at the
printer. Department of Religious Educa-
tion Director Dr. Anton Vrame said he
is waiting for shipment date in the very
near future.

The department is also working on
the edition for the church pews that will be

released in Pew Edition in about four to six
weeks after the Priest Edition is published.

A new Hymnal is being produced by
members of the Choir Federation, which
should be available sometime this sum-
mer.

Holy Cross Press is publishing the
Priest Edition and Pew Edition. The De-
partment of Religious Education will prob-
ably produce the hymnal, Dr. Vrame said.

Below is the annual calendar of major
events throughout the Archdiocese sub-
mitted for this issue. (Note: The abbre-
viation TBD signifies To Be Determined).

PHILOPTOCHOS
Feb. 4-6 - Executive and National Board
meetings, Houston
Feb. 11-14 - FDF, Anaheim, Calif. (Faith-
Dance-Fellowship)
Feb. 19-20 - Winter meeting
Feb. 27 - Boca Raton, Fla. Challenge Fash-
ion Show
March 5 - Pittsburgh Metropolis Daffodil
Luncheon, Cleveland
March 6 - Kids vnv Cancer Reception,
Newport Beach, Calif.
March 17-18 - Atlanta Metropolis Board
meeting and spiritual retreat, Diakonia
Center, South Carolina
April 16 - Direct Archdiocesan District
Lenten Retreat, Archangel Michael Church,
Port Washington, N.Y.
May 16-17 - New Jersey Metropolis Con-
vention
June 9-12 - Camp Agape, Mayer, Ariz.
July 3-8 p Philoptochos Biennial Conven-
tion, Nashville
July 25-30 - Camp Agape, Gig Harbor,
Wash.
July 30-Aug. - Camp Agape, Portland,
Oregon
Aug. 4-7 - Camp Agape, Dunlap, Calif.
Aug. 25-28 - Camp Agape, Ramona, Calif.
Dec. 16 p Direct Archdiocesan District
Agape Luncheon

NEW JERSEY Metropolis
Jan. 30 - Northern New Jersey Three Hier-
archs/Greek Letters Celebration, St. John
the Theologian Cathedral, Tenafly, NJ
Jan. 31 - Delaware Valley Three Hierarchs/
Greek Letters Celebration, Holy Trinity
Church, Wilmington, Del.
Feb. 2-4 - Metropolis of New Jersey Clergy
Retreat, Annapolis, Md.
April 3 - Greek Independence Day Parade,
Philadelphia
May 16-17 - Metropolis Clergy Laity As-
sembly and Philoptochos Convention, The
Venetian, Garfield, N.J.
May 28-29 p NJ Metropolis GOYA Outdoor
Olympics, Monmouth University, West
Long Branch, N.J.
July 10-16 - Camp Good Shepherd p Vir-
ginia, Hartfield, Va.
July 10-16 - Camp Good Shepherd p JOY,
Branchville, N.J
July 17-23 - Camp Good Shepherd GOYA
No.1, Branchville.
July 24- July 30 - Camp Good Shepherd
GOYA No.2,Branchville
Sept. 18 - Holy Cross Celebration, Asbury
Park, N.J.
Nov. 6 - Metropolitan Evangelos of New
Jersey Ambassador Awards Banquet, The
Merion, Cinnamonson, N.J.
Nov. 12-13 p Feast day Celebration of
St. John Chrysostom, patron saint of the
Metropolis of New Jersey, GOMN] Head-
quarters, Westfield
Dec. 11 - Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
and Open House, GOMNJ Headquarters,
Westfield

SAN FRANCISCO Metropolis

Jan. 22-24 - Metropolis Presvyteres Retreat,
St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center -
Dunlap, Calif.

Jan. 28 - Pan-Orthodox Bay Area Clergy Re-
treat, Ascension Cathedral, Oakland, Calif.
Jan. 30 - Metropolis Church Music In-
stitute-Eastern California, St. Katherine
Church, Elk Grove, Calif.

Jan. 31 - Metropolis Greek Letters Day Cel-
ebration, Ascension Cathedral, Oakland
Feb. 6 - Metropolis Church Music Institute-
Bay Area, Ascension Cathedral, Oakland
Feb. 11-15 - Metropolis Folk Dance and

Choral Festival, Anaheim Marriott hotel,
Anaheim, Calif.

Feb. 18- 21 - Leadership 100 annual con-
ference, The Phoenician Hotel, Scottsdale,
Ariz.

Feb. 28-29 - Metropolis Council meeting,
St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center,
Dunlap, Calif.

Feb. 29-March 1 - Metropolis Clergy-Laity
Assembly, St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat
Center, Dunlap

March 1- March 2 - Metropolis Clergy
Retreat, St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat
Center, Dunlap

March 13- June 19 - Mochas for Missions
Campaign, Metropolis Commission for
Orthodox Missions and Evangelism
March 20 - Pan-Orthodox Celebration of
the Sunday of Orthodoxy, Location TBD
April 10 - Metropolis Philoptochos Kids
Anv Cancer Agape Reception, Newport
Beach, Calif.

April 15-17 - Young Adult Lenten Retreat,
St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center
May 14 - Metropolis St. John Chrysostom
Oratorical Festival, St. Nicholas Ranch and
Retreat Center

May 27-30 - Metropolis Family Camp, St.
Nicholas Ranch and Retreat Center

June 18-25 - Greek Village Immersion
Camp, St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat
Center

June 24- 26 - Metropolis Church Music
Federation Conference, Resurrection
Church, Castro Valley, Calif.

July 10-16 - Metropolis Summer Camp-
Session I, St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat
Center

July 17- 23 - Metropolis Summer Camp-
Session II, St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat
Center

July 24-30 - Metropolis Summer Camp-
Session III, St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat
Center

Sept. 19-23 - Metropolis Adult Resort
Camp, St. Nicholas Ranch and Retreat
Center

Date TBD - Metropolis Clergy Couples
Retreat, Camarillo, Calif.

Oct. 3 - The Twelve Great Feasts Through
Icons and Hymns-Part I, Online Metropolis
Webinar

Oct. 10 - The Twelve Great Feasts Through
Icons and Hymns-Part II, Online Metropo-
lis Webinar

Date TBD - Archdiocese Conference on
Missions and Evangelism, Portland, Or-
egon

Nov. 5 - Metropolis Religious Educatorvs
Workshop, Southern California

Nov. 12 - Metropolis Gala, Southern
California

Date TBD - Light the Path, Metropolis
Philoptochos Christmas Luncheon, South-
ern California

ATLANTA Metropolis
Jan.15-18 p Hellence Dance Festival, Or-
lando, Fla.

Feb. 5-7 p St. Photios National Foundation
meeting, St. Augustine, Fla..

Feb. 13 - Metropolis of Atlanta Parish
Council Presidents meeting, Atlanta
March 1-3 p Metropolis of Atlanta Clergy
Retreat, Diakonia Retreat Center, Salem,
S.C.

March 31-April 3 - Metropolis of Atlanta
Council meetings, Atlanta

May 14-15 p Metropolis of Atlanta Oratori-
cal Festival, Daytona Beach, Fla.

June 26-July 2 - Metropolis of Atlanta, St.
Stephens Summer Camp 1st session, Dia-
konia Retreat Center, Salem, S.C.

July 3- 9 p Metropolis of Atlanta St. Ste-
phenvs Summer Camp 2nd session
10-16 - St. Stephenvs Summer Camp 3rd
session

[> to page 26
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Cahedral Brd

Members of the Direct Archdiocesan District clergy assembled in early January to
occasion also included the cutting of the Vasilopita.

Archbishop Demetrios welcomed 18 members of the Holy Trinity Archdiocesan Board to Archdiocese
headquarters Jan. 13 for the service of affirmation. Board members (in random order) are: Fr. John Viahos,
cathedral dean; Dean Poll, board president; Jim Gianakis, first vice president; Justin Bozonelis, second vice
president; Peter Doukas, treasurer; Elias Lambiris, assistant. treasurer; Peter Chrisanthopoulos, secretary;
John Paterakis, assistant treasurer; Stephen Cherpelis, past president; Harry Gaveras, George Kaneris,
Miranda Kofinas, ex-officio/cathedral Philoptochos president; Pauline Kotsilimbas, George Liakeas, Chris
Neamonitis, Dorothy Poli, Katherine Relle and Nick Tsoukaris.

Chicago Parish Celebrates

CHICAGO - About 300 supporters of St.
Basil parish recently celebrated the rebirth
and restoration of their church.

The event, chaired by Maren Karras, was
held at Chicago’s Drake Hotel. Metropolitan
Iakovos and Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos
were guests of honor.

In addition, several key individuals were
recognized for their tireless efforts, over the
past two-and-a-halfyears, in shepherding the
massive reconstruction project.

The rebuilding committee included Fr.
Panteleimon Dalianis, Tom Bezanis, Anthony
Frankos, Harry Michas, John Regas, Jayme
Schenk, and Christ Shaskos. The evening’s
honored guest was architect and designer,
John P. Regas.

Proceeds benefitted the St. Basil Capital
Campaign, chaired by George Tzahanis, and
were matched by a $65,000 grant from the
Kulis Foundation, yielding over $130,000.

‘Tables Extraordinaire’
an Extraordinary Outreach

. by Elaine Cladis

GREENWOOD VILLAGE, Colo. — For
the past 17 years the Philoptochos chapter
of St. Catherine Church in Greenwood Vil-
lage has sponsored its annual fundraising
event “Tables Extraordinaire”.

The fundraising is comprised of several
events: two private Christmas teas, Tables
Extraordinaire, the Ornament Exchange
Dinner, Holiday Bake Sale and the Giving
Trees. The amazing display of spectacular
table settings is the foundation for the
weekend of events.

Each table is hosted by ladies from the
Greek Orthodox churches in the greater
Denver area. Each year, for a small dona-
tion, hundreds of people come through
our doors to view the tables, enjoy Greek
pastries with family and friends and pur-
chase our delicious baked goods. For many
it has become a tradition and the kick-off
of their holiday season. The private “Christ-
mas Teas” are held, brunch is served and
these guests have the opportunity to be
the first to view all the magnificent tables.

On the evening of the last day of the
fundraiser, it is time for the “Ornament

Exchange Dinner.” Our table hostesses and
their invited guests partake in fellowship, a
delicious catered meal and a gift exchange.
In addition, guests bring sundry items
which are collected for local charities.

The highlight of the evening consisted
of a guest speaker from one of the chari-
ties we support sharing her story. We are
humbled and inspired by how lives have
been transformed, addiction and abuse
have been overcome, and relationships
with children and families restored. We
hear firsthand how what we do makes a
difference.

All of this would not be possible with-
out the commitment of our Philoptochos
sisters, table hostesses, bakers and a multi-
tude of volunteers that work tirelessly for
months.

We are grateful for the revenue re-
ceived from all these events because we
are able to underwrite the many local and
national philanthropic ministries under-
taken by our chapter.

Elaine Cladis is a member of the Me-
tropolis of Denver and National Philopto-
chos Boards.

Direct Archdiocesan District Parochial
Schools Annual Spelling Bee Finals

The Spelling Bee Finals for Greek
American parochial day school students
took place on Friday, Jan. 15" at Arch-
diocese headquarters with 16 students
participating.

Finalists and runners-up from each
school were: Nicoletta Baltzis, a 6" grade
student of the St. Demetrios School of
Astoria was the winner. Yorgo Vetter, a
6th grader at the Holy Trinity Cathedral
School, Manhattan was the runner-up. The
winning word was “patrician.”

Additionally, Manolis Lambrakis, a 6
grade student of the Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral School was the finalist amongst the
runners-up, while Evgenia Katehis, also
a 6™ grader at St. Demetrios School of
Astoria, was the runner-up. The winning
word was “hyperbole.”

Following are the names of the other
contestants, their grade level, and school:

FINALISTS AND RUNNERS-UP
1. St. Spyridon School, New York City,

Christopher Labra, 6" grade Jonathan Rog-
ers, 8" grade

2. D.G.K. School of Holy Cross,
Brooklyn, Grigory Ivanov, 6th grade
Konstantinos Voyiazis, 8th grade

3. “A. Fantis” Parochial School,
Brooklyn, Julia Adelaine, 6™ grade
Allesandra Stratigakis, 7™ grade

4. “W. Spyropoulos” School, Flush-
ing, Evangelos Stathopoulos, Sotiris
Emmanouil, 8® graders

5. E.&S. Valiotis School, Whit-
estone, Angelica Frangopoulos, Petros
Vithoulkas, 5% graders

Following the competition, Arch-
bishop Demetrios presented each
student with a Certificate of Award. In
addition students received gift cards
on behalf of the District Office of Edu-
cation.

Nick Katsoris, president of The Hel-
lenic Times Scholarship Fund (HTSF),
which sponsors the Archdiocesan
District Competition, offered school

GOA/D. Panagos'photo

Maria Makedon welcomes the parochial school participants to the annual spelling bee competition.

finalists a check for $100 and $50 to
the runners-up.

The citywide Spelling Bee competi-
tions are sponsored by The E.W. Scripps
Company. The competitions aim at im-
proving spelling, increase vocabulary,
learn concepts, and develop correct
English usage. They are open to boys

and girls, in grades 5 through 8. In New
York City, competitions are sponsored
by the New York Daily News.

The Office of Education of the
Direct Archdiocesan District, headed
by Maria Makedon, coordinates the
competitions among the New York City
Greek-American day schools.
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National Philoptochos is grateful for
the guidance, leadership and support
of Archbishop Demetrios who led us
through an important and wonderful year
2015 filled with expanded philanthropic
endeavors.

We also thank our spiritual advi-
sor Bishop Sevastianos of Zela for his
constant support and the Philoptochos
Chapters, members and stewards nation-
wide who continue to accelerate their
commitment to the Philoptochos mission
and open their arms and hearts with love
and support to those most in need. We
reflect with humility, joy and gratefulness
upon the important philanthropic works
collectively offered in 2015.Visitors to the
Center praise this wonderful acquisition
and especially admire the magnificent
Chapter Giving Tree that adorns an en-
tire wall. The Center is used for National
Board and other meetings, for receptions,
gatherings as well as webinars in addi-
tion to housing our wonderful National
Philoptochos staff. National Philoptochos
is poised to expand social services, offer
workshops and varied webinars at the
Center to promote understanding and
leadership for the members.

Il
March — Daughters of Penelope Grand Presi-
dent Anna-Helene Grossomanides (right)
presents philanthropy award to National
Philoptochos Vice President Arlene Siavelis Kehl
and Bishop Sevastianos of Zela.

National Philoptochos
Recognized

March 2015 — The Daughters of Pe-
nelope honored National Philoptochos
with its Philanthropy Award at ceremo-
nies in Washington.

Daughters of Penelope President
Anna Helen Grossomanides presented
the award to National Philoptochos First
Vice President Arlene Siavelis Kehl who
accepted on behalf of National President
Maria Logus and the entire Philoptochos
membership. Bishop Sevastianos of Zela,
the National Philoptochos advisor, was
also present representing Archbishop
Demetrios.

HCHC graduation

May 2015 - Hellenic College Holy
Cross Graduation — National President
Maria Logus presented scholarships to
male and female students pursuing a life
in support of the Church.

October 2015 ~-HCHC Presidential
Inauguration— National President Maria
Logus offered moving remarks on behalf
of National Philoptochos to hundreds
in attendance for the inauguration of
Fr. Christopher Metropulos as the new
president.

St. Nicholas National Shrine

National Philoptochos has under-
taken a major campaign that engages
each Philoptochos member and chapter
to raise funds in support of this important
edifice that will serve as a beacon for hu-
manity overlooking the memorial garden
and fountains at the World Trade Center.

The National Board participated ina
unique and moving afternoon during its
May meeting in New York that included

2015: Looking Back at a Great Year

June - National Philoptochos officers present
Archbishop Demetrios a $200,000 donation for
St. Nicholas Church and National Shrine.

walking tours, private tours of the Shrine
construction, the 9/11 Museum and the
new World Trade Center Tower. Mem-
bers and chapters from across the country
are holding special programs and events
to raise the important funds in support
of this campaign so that the St. Nicholas
National Shrine shines as an Orthodox
Church, a National Shrine and a Sign of
Hope for all who visit the site.

National President

Sets Chapter Outreach Goals

National Philoptochos President
Maria Logus set a vision and goals for Na-
tional Philoptochos and the chapters, “To
engage all members of the community
in our work so that Philoptochos is fully
integrated into the Church’s life.”

She introduced the “Feed the Hun-
gry” program with a national goal to serve
250,000 meals in eighteen months before
the national convention. We are well on
the way to reaching this goal. Chapters
are encouraged to continue ‘hands on
philanthropy’ so that members participate
in more meaningful engagement.

October - Metropolitan lakovos of Chicago helps
Metropolis Board members feed the hungry.

15® Children’s
Medical Fund Luncheon

The Children’s Medical Fund Lun-
cheon held Oct. 31, 2015 in Boston was a
resounding success with over 650 guests
and supporters from across the United
States joining Archbishop Demetrios and
Metropolitan Methodios of Boston.

Archbishop Demetrios noted that this
historic event has become a “super lun-
cheon and a Banquet of Love.” Held every
two years the CMF Luncheon raises life-
saving funds for critically ill children and
their families. Popular television personal-
ity Maria Stephanos charmed us as master
of ceremonies and guestspeaker Jeanette
G. Clough, President and Chief Executive
Officer of Mount Auburn Hospital, pro-
vided important data about health and
social issues plaguing our youth. Rose-
mary Nikas, 2013 Luncheon chairman
in Pittsburgh was honored for her good
works. National Philoptochos President
Maria Logus and Luncheon Chairman
Frances Levas presented donations total-
ing $167,000 to 10 hospitals, University
research programs and special programs
serving young people with disabilities.

[> to page 27

Saint Basil Academy:
Fulfilling the Mission

B by Evan Scurtis

As Orthodox Christians, we pride
ourselves on respecting and providing for
family. Following a first visit to Saint Basil
Academy, many ask, “What happened to
the family?” Society, today more than ever,
is experiencing the breakdown of the fam-
ily unit. When a child is born, the awesome
responsibility given to parents is to nurture,
protect and love this precious gift, to help
him or her grow and thrive in a safe envi-
ronment with guidance to become a good
Orthodox Christian and an honorable
citizen of society. For these reasons, Saint
Basil Academy is more important today than
ever...a safe haven for Orthodox children
to flourish in a warm, loving environment.

Saint Basil Academy serves the needs
of children from dysfunctional homes,
children of chemically imbalanced parents,
children who have witnessed the murder of
a parent, children who have been physically
and emotionally abused, children whose
families do not want them.

There is without a doubt value in pro-
viding a Christian home to these children.
Each one is worthy of being a part of the
Academy. We must continue to provide
impactful support for each and every child

in need. Saint Basil is the heart of our Or-
thodox Church mission. Philoptochos, with
the generosity and support of many, is able
to protect and help these children, to help
them flourish, to provide unconditional
love, to expose these children to the arts,
to sports, to language, to the Orthodox
Faith and most important, to the comfort
of knowing that we love them and that
they are God’s children of the Orthodox
Christian Church.

Philoptochos is grateful for the work
of Fr. Constantine Sitaras and his staff, who
dedicate their efforts daily to helping these
children in great need. Their work directly
aligns with the Philoptochos mission to
provide philanthropic assistance to anyone
requiring the help of the Philoptochos
sponsors two drives to benefit Saint Basil’s:
the Vasilopita in January, which supports
operating expenses; and the Sisterhood
Fund in April, which provides for the
physical needs of the children including
clothing, furnishings and expenses. Please
support these drives within your local
parishes.

“Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me.”

Matthew 25:40

New Approaches for St. Nicholas Initiative

[ by Anne Michals

Chapters throughout the country
continue to raise funds for the St. Nicholas
Greek Orthodox Church and National
Shrine building project, using creative new
approaches to plan events, both large and
In the Metropolis of Denver, St. Catherine
Church and Assumption of the Theotokos
Cathedral of Denver joined together to ded-
icate Sunday, Sept. 27, to raise funds for the
project. All parish organizations, including
Philoptochos, parish councils, choirs and
GOYA, committed themselves to the effort.
As the clergy and choirs served together
for the glorious celebration, Philoptochos
and parish councils sponsored the coffee
hour and all monies raised through the
sale of candles and trays were dedicated
to the building project. In the Metropolis
of Chicago, the St. Andrew Philoptochos
in Chicago, organized an event held after
Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Oct. 4, in support
of the project. A luncheon, donated by a lo-
cal restaurateur, followed by a downtown
cruise aboard Chicago’s First Lady’s Cruise

Boat, became a day of fun and devotion
for those who participated. A docent of the
Chicago Architectural Foundation served as
an expert guide while the cruise ship made
its way past many historic sites. All proceeds
from the event were earmarked to benefit
the St. Nicholas project.

In the Direct Archdiocesan District,
to promote fundraising efforts through
individual donors, a Philoptochos member
of Holy Resurrection Church in Brookville,
N.Y., crafted a replica of St. Nicholas Church
and Shrine. Donations, both large and
small, make their way into the replica of
St. Nicholas, which acts as an inspirational
reminder of the support needed to bring
to life the Church and in the Metropolis of
New Jersey, sales of a Philoptochos cook-
book, chapter luncheons, holiday candy
and candle sales, along with private dona-
tions, have assisted chapters to finalize their
commitment to raise funds for St. Nicholas
Church and National Shrine.

To be a part of the fundraising Initia-
tive, donate directly to your local chapter
or your Metropolis Philoptochos.

Virginia Church’s
[ by Elli Costulis

Since 2013, the Philoptochos Society
of Sts. Constantine and Helen Church, St.
Helen Chapter 1095, Newport News, Va.,
has undertaken its own brand of kindness
by its participation in the Act of Kindness
(AOK) Project. The project, made up of vol-
unteers from the entire church community,
provides support to cancer patients who
are receiving chemotherapy infusions at
the Virginia Oncology Center in Newport
News. Along with much needed friendship,
support also comes in the form of food,
packed with love and prayers.

Each Monday, team members make
sandwiches, which are packaged along with
chips and cookies, and serve them to the
patients who are receiving chemotherapy
infusions.

‘Acts of Kindness'’

The Act of Kindness Project falls under
the auspices of the Cancer Care Foundation
of Tidewater Virginia. The St. Helen Philop-
tochos AOK Team was vetted thoroughly
before being accepted into the AOK Volun-
teer Program. Chapter members have been
serving lunch consecutively every Monday
at Virginia Oncology since June 2013.

This act of kindness has become a
point of pride for not only the Philoptochos
chapter, but also the entire church family.
The AOK Team is also supported by area
restaurants and other generous donors
who help by supplying the food items that
go into the packages of love and care. The
chapter knows that kindness matters and
has witnessed these small acts of kindness
become contagious among those who un-
derstand that everyone needs support at
one time or another in their lives.
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Michigan Parish Joins L-100

. by George Schira

SOUTHGATE, Mich. — Three new
memberships from the Metropolis of
Detroit were added to Leadership 100 in
fall 2015 with the decision of St. George
Church, to join at its Parish General As-
sembly on Nov. 15.

The total membership is now 980,
close to the goal of 1,000 members by the
Annual Conference in February, according
to Theodore K. Zampetis, Leadership 100
Membership Committee chairman.

Becomes the Third
in the Metropolis
to Join since the Fall

Fr. AnthonyJ. Cook, St. George’s priest,
spoke passionately about the scholarship
assistance Leadership 100 had provided to
him and to his brother, Fr. Timothy Cook,
while they were seminarians at Holy Cross
School of Theology. Fr. Timothy was recent-
ly ordained and began his first assignment
serving at St Demetrios Church in Saginaw,
Mich., a year ago.

“Without Leadership 100, I doubt that
I could have become a priest,” said Fr. An-
thony. “Ifelta calling to the priesthood, but
I didn’t know how I would pay for it. I fear
that without the help of Leadership 100, I
would not have made it. T am grateful for the

help that Leadership 100 gave to my brother
and to me, and I'm very happy that we are
now helping others become priests through
the scholarships given by Leadership100”.

Zampetis was on hand to accept the
initial membership payment. “Membership
in Leadership 100 isn’t just for individuals”
Ted noted. “There are now five parishes
across the country that are members of
Leadership 100. We pray that others will
join as well to help fund the future of our
faith.” In September, the Zampetis Family
Foundation enrolled Metropolitan Nicholas
of the Metropolis of Detroit as a member of
Leadership 100. “His Eminence was almost
speechless as the emotionalism of his grati-
tude welled up inside him,” said Zampetis.

“His Eminence is a strong believer in
the power of Leadership 100 to support
our fai

A third recent new membership from
the Metropolis of Detroit was that of Chris-
topher and Katherine Rongos of Holy
Trinity Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., earlier in
November. The couple, business owners,
who joined after hearing more about Lead-
ership 100 and the ministries it supports
at the Metropolis of Detroit Clergy-Laity
Conference in October, said they believed
that joining Leadership 100 was an excellent
way to support the Orthodox Faith and help
others for years to come.

In joining Leadership 100, St. George
Church chose to honor the memories of Fr.
Henry and Pani (Carpatho-Russian for wife
of priest) Irene Yakima, and Robert and
Betty Carlton. The Yakimas and Carltons
were significant benefactors to the parish,
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Parish council President Stavros Dionyssopoulos and Fr. Anthony Cook (center) present check for
Leadership 100 membership to Theodore Zampetis, Leadership 100 Membership Chairman. Oth-
ers in front row (from left) Parish Council members Tom Volzikos and Bill Colovos, Leadership 100
Members Sam Galanis and Lazaros Kircos and (far right) parish council member Kosta Grias. Back
row (from left) parish council members Mike Liakos, Chris Kontos, Nicholas Minton, George Kotronis,

Pete Makarounas.

with large bequests made through their
estates and the parish felt it was appropri-
ate to honor their memory in this lasting
way. Fr. Henry Yakima, who once served
as assistant priest at St. George, felt strongly
about helping HCHC as the institution
that produces our priests and the Yakima’s
son, John, believes that his parents would
also want to support the St Nicholas Greek

Orthodox National Shrine, both of which
are strongly supported by Leadership 100.

The Carltons had previously funded a
full scholarship for a seminarian at Hellenic
College/Holy Cross. At the time of join-
ing L100, St George had three individual
members — the late Dr. William Athens, who
passed away on Nov. 30, 2015, Sam Galanis,
and Lazaros Kircos.

Evan Lambrou photo

Ithaca Alderman Joseph Murtagh presents an official proclamation to St. Catherine Church in Ithaca
for the church’s 50 anniversary. (from left) Fr. Tom Parthenakis (pastor), Alderman Murtagh, Ann
Bantuvanis (parish council president) and Fr. George Dragas, featured speaker.

Ithaca Church Celebrates 50" Year

ITHACA, N.Y. — St. Catherine Church
celebrated the 50™ anniversary of its official
church charter recently with a special event,
which was attended by the wider Ithaca
community including local ministers, other
area Orthodox Christian priests and Cornell
University and Ithaca College faculty.

Rev. Dr. George D. Dragas, professor of
patristics and Church history at Holy Cross
School of Theology was the event’s featured
speaker. Fr. Dragas has represented the Ecu-
menical Patriarchates of Constantinople,
Antioch and Jerusalem in scores of inter-
faith dialogues at the ecumenical level for
more than 35 years. To mark the occasion,
Archbishop Demetrios also sent his archi-
episcopal greetings to Rev. Dr. Athanasios
Parthenakis, pastor, and the St. Catherine’s
parish community for the event: His Emi-
nence wrote, in part: “For the last 50 years,

you have gathered humbly and joyfully
before God in prayer. You have proclaimed
the Gospel with power and conviction. You
have taught the precepts of the Orthodox
Christian faith, through your words and
deeds, to each generation... You share in
a sacred history as an ecclesial community
of the Great Church of Christ.”

Alderman Joseph Murtagh of Ithaca
presented St. Catherine’s community with
an official proclamation from the City of
Ithaca: proclaiming Nov. 25 as ‘St. Catherine
Greek Orthodox Church Day. Four sons of
the parish graduated from Holy Cross: the
late Metropolitan Epiphanios (Gus) Peria-
las; the Very Rev. Seraphim (John) Poulos,
pastor of Sts. Nicholas, Constantine & Helen
Church in Roseland, N. J; Rev. Steve Dalber,
pastor of St. Nektarios Church in Charlotte,
N. C; and Evan C. Lambrou, event organizer.
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New Jersey
Parish Sends

Refugees
in Greece

PISCATAWAY, N.J. — Thousands of
Syrian refugees at a camp in Eidomeni,
Kilkis, northern Greece, received 31 boxes
bursting with winter clothing, coats, boots,
blankets, hats, gloves, scarves, diapers, and
toys given by St. George Church members
in Piscataway, NJ, as the result of a two-
week initiative, “Heartfelt Action.”

Eidomeni is the sole border crossing
point between Greece and the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM)
on the national highway along the Vardar
River north of Thessaloniki. This camp is
just one stop on the dangerous journey
refugees endure as they travel to other
parts of Europe.

Parishioner Alexandra Avgitidis, proj-
ect coordinator of “Heartfelt Action,” was
inspired to start this initiative after viewing
the devastation experienced by the Syrian
refugees daily via the evening news. After
doing some research, she found that more
than 6,000 refugees were arriving on the
Greek islands daily, and from there were
put on boats to Piraeus and Athens. Then
they were packed on buses to go to the
refugee camp in Eidomeni.

There they rest for a few days before
continuing on-foot to Skopje, FYROM,
where they would be either be bused or
continue on foot to more stable situations.

However, with many Balkan nations
recently closing their borders to these
refugees, their stay in Eidomeni has been
extended. She also learned that most
refugees arrived with little more than the
clothes on their backs and the children in
their arms. With winter coming, she was
moved to act.

“My grandparents and my husband’s
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Young parishioners of St. George Church in Piscataway prepare to send boxes of supplies to the Syrian refugees in Greece.

grandparents were also refugees com-
ing from Turkey to Greece in the 1920s.
Watching these people arriving to Greece
in the same condition as our grandparents
did, with a child in their arms and noth-
ing else, I was seeing my grandparents
in their faces. The same agony, the same
uncertainty, the same devastation. I had
to do something to help these refugees
and at the same time honor our grandpar-
ents’ memory,” Alexandra said. “History
is repeating itself, the least we can do is
ease the pain it inflicts on the unfortunate
victims.”

After making phone calls to family in
northern Greece, she was connected with
a group of volunteers from Eidomeni and
nearby Polykastro organized by the Eido-
meni Coordinating Refugee Help, who
took it upon themselves to feed and clothe
the arriving refugees in Eidomeni, at the
border of Greece and FYROM. These vol-
unteers described the humanitarian crisis
occurring there — thousands of refugees

arriving daily, the lack of food and basic
necessities, as well as the current inability
of the European governments to decide
how to proceed with the replacement of
these refugees. A few NGO’s started oper-
ating in Eidomeni in the last few weeks,
but the number of arriving refugees is so
great that the situation has become volatile
and dangerous.

With the support of St. George
Church, the two-week initiative was
launched on Nov. 11 with a Facebook
campaign, and a call to action throughout
the St. George Community. Parishioners
opened their closets and drawers in an ef-
fort to send hope, love and warmth to the
Syrians arriving in Eidomeni. The initiative
collected hundreds of coats, scarves, hats,
blankets, boots, toys, and diapers among
other necessities, as well as messages of
hope from the parishioners. The 31 boxes
were shipped via Argos Packing and Ship-
ping, who donated the packing boxes and
part of the shipping cost.

“The response of the community
was overwhelming and there were times
when I was moved to tears,” Alexandra
said. “Some people did not just donate
their used clothing, but actually went out
and bought blankets, towels, children’s
coats.

I had to use airless bags to manage
the packaging to fit everything at mini-
mum cost. I called this movement Heart-
felt Action because, more than anything,
our community opened its heart. We will
warm a child, a mother, a family and this
thought will warm our own hearts.

My favorite box is the one filled with
small stuffed animals. Imagine a child
that has nothing holding a toy while
walking the long trek to Europe. In the
boxes there are notes from families and
drawings with good wishes from our
Sunday School children to be given to
the refugees. We want them to know they
are in our thoughts and give them hope
for their future.”

Chicago Metropolis Calls for Support of UN Resolution

. by Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos

Since the end of the Second World
War, an international effort has been
undertaken to protect civilians in armed
conflict and to prevent genocide, ethnic
cleansing, crimes against humanity, and
war crimes. In 2005, recognizing the on-
going failure to adequately respond to the
most heinous crimes known to human-
kind, world leaders at the United Nations
World Summit made a historic commit-
ment to protect populations through a
resolution titled the “Responsibility to
Protect,” which stipulates that:

1. The State carries the primary re-
sponsibility for the protection of popula-
tions from genocide, war crimes, crimes
against humanity and ethnic cleansing.

2. The international community has
a responsibility to assist States in fulfilling
this responsibility and,;

3. The international community
should use appropriate diplomatic, hu-
manitarian and other peaceful means to
protect populations from these crimes. If
a nation fails to protect its populations or
is in fact the perpetrator of crimes, the in-
ternational community must be prepared
to take stronger measures through the

United Nations Security Council.
Syria conflict

The current conflict in Syria, once
confined but now enveloping Iraq and
much of the Middle East, has endured far
too long in endless fighting. The interna-
tional community has witnessed numer-
ous examples of war crimes, of ethnic
cleansing, and far too many examples of
genocide against Christian minorities.

Just earlier this year in a barbaric,
visual display, 21 men were executed for
no other reason than being Christians.
This incident itself is the very definition
of ethnic cleansing and genocide.

In yet another example, we have seen
the Arabic letter “N” appear on Christian
properties throughout the region, a read-
ily visible reminder of the Jewish Star
placed by the Nazis during the Holocaust.
Once an individual finds this mark on their
property, they have less than 24 hours to
leave or face certain death for themselves
and their family.

Yet despite signing to support the
principles of “Responsibility to Protect,”
the elected leaders of our own nation have
yet to officially enact this important reso-
lution. While it may seem like we in the
United States have little ability to change

matters in the Middle East and elsewhere,
I am convinced change can be achieved
through added education and attention
to the problem. We made a commitment
along with the other member nations of
the United Nations to never again sit back
and allow such heinous crimes to be com-
mitted. Now that we see them displayed
before our very eyes, how can we ignore
that commitment?

The Metropolis of Chicago has called
on our President, Senators and Congress-
men to take the steps required to officially
enact the “Responsibility to Protect” reso-
lution. We have sent them our own resolu-
tion addressing this issue passed by our

Clergy Laity Assembly as well as strongly
encouraged each individual parish and
parishioner to reach out to their individual
national leader on this topic.

The Metropolis of Chicago Clergy
Laity Assembly Resolution concerning the
Middle East can be viewed on our website
at www. Chicago.GOArch.org. We encour-
age everyone to print it off and share it
with your family and friends as well as
presenting it to your national elected lead-
ership. Together we can make a difference.
Together our voices cannot be ignored.

Bishop Demetrios of Mokissos is
Chancellor of the Metropolis of Chicago.

Utah Church Preparing for Centennial Event

PRICE, Utah -- Members of the Assump-
tion Church are preparing to celebrate the
centennial of their church. The event will
be held Aug. 19-21 weekend. Assumption
was the 13® Greek Orthodox church to be
built in the United States, and is believed
to be the oldest Greek Orthodox church
in continuous use west of the Mississippi.
This early church was financed by the many
Greek immigrants who came to Utah-mostly
to work in the coal mines of Carbon County.

The descendants of these early settlers
now live in all parts of the United States.Par-
ish officials say they hope that some of them
may want to celebrate with the Assumption
community. They also invite anyone with
photographs or stories about those early
Greek immigrants of Carbon County, Utah,
to share them. They may send any materials
to Assumption Greek Orthodox Church,
History Committee, P.O. Box 688, Price,
Utah 84501.



[ by Fr. John Touloumes

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — A record number
of clergy from around the Archdiocese
convened in San Diego for the Archdiocese
Presbyters Council’s 2015 National Clergy
Retreat Nov. 1-3.

The theme for this biennial event, Be
Well. Be Real. Be Love, provided numerous
opportunities for those in attendance to
focus on physical, spiritual and emotional
wellness and to return to their ministries
with renewed energy, focus and dedication.
These retreats, coordinated by the Archdi-
ocesan Presbyters Council, are a central
part of the mission of the APC “to serve
the clergy of the Archdiocese by support-
ing our priests through spiritual growth,
educational development and personal
wellness.”

Metropolitan Gerasimos of the host

- Temr g

Metropolis of San Francisco opened the
event with a warm and personal welcome,
followed by greetings from retreat Chair-
man Fr. Louis Noplos, who announced that
with nearly 180 hierarchs, priests and dea-
cons present, the largest National Clergy
Retreat in Archdiocese history.

Archbishop Demetrios presided from
the throne for the Divine Liturgy on Nov. 3
at St. Spyridon Church in San Diego, with
APC President Fr. John Touloumes and
host priest Fr. Andrew Scordalakis serving.

Following the Liturgy, the clergy were
greeted with gracious hospitality and a deli-
cious brunch by St. Spyridon Parish Council
and Philoptochos members.

Archbishop Demetrios then offered a
pastoral address and insights on the retreat
theme.

Dr. Trent Orfanos, a respected cardiol-
ogist and dedicated servant of the Church,
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Archdiocese Presbyters Council Retreat Draws Large Attendance

led the first “Encounter,” focusing on the
“Be Well” segment of the theme. Using his
own extensive experience supported by
studies and research, he gave the clergy
insights and advice on being good stewards
of their gift of physical health.

Strong emphasis was placed on the
benefits of the Mediterranean diet, a natural
extension of the cultural environment in
which our clergy serve. He also challenged
the group with question such as “How do
you benefit spiritually by being healthy?”
and “What appropriate boundaries can
you establish so that your health, which
is essential for your ministry, will not be
jeopardized?”

The second encounter session was
offered by Bishop Gregory of Nyssa, ruling
hierarch of the American Carpatho-Russian
Orthodox Diocese of the USA and former
priest of the Metropolis of Atlanta. His
Grace offered a powerful message calling
on priests to “be real” in every of their min-
istry and life, drawing upon his own experi-
ence as a layman, priest and hierarch. He
raised questions such as “What are mercy
and compassion and how do they fit into
our priesthood?,” and “What are some of
the challenges to your integrity?”

Workshop discussion groups, called
“engagements” and led by the APC rep-
resentatives, provided all participants the
opportunity to reflect, share and discuss
their own experiences in an open and hon-
est forum with their co-workers in Christ.
Retreat attendees have expressed a great
appreciation for the opportunity to do so
and often note that those sessions are a
highlight of the biennial retreat.

In keeping with the health and well-
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ness theme, professional fitness trainers
conducted sessions to teach the par-
ticipants exercises and fitness techniques
based on their level of activity. Meal se-
lections were also based on healthy food
choices throughout the event. George
Caravakis from the Orthodox Health Plan
was also on site to offer health and wellness
information, including answering ques-
tions about the health insurance coverage
and Aetna health incentive programs.

In keeping with the “retreat” model
and offer opportunities beyond presen-
tations and discussions, an afternoon of
“adventures” was provided on Thursday,
including options to tour the USS Midway
Museum or enjoy an afternoon of fishing,
golfing or simply relaxing personal refresh-
ment time.

The retreat’s goals of providing crucial
priestly fellowship as well as ministry en-
richment were well- reflected in the com-
ments of one participant, who said, “The
retreat gave me an opportunity to meet and
form relationships with other clergy around
the country. Having this sort of support net-
work is vital for me as a young priest.” This
first-time participant also stated, “I was able
to acquire new skills through presentations
and workshops that I will be able to use in
my ministry.” Archbishop Demetrios, rec-
ognizing the value and important of such
opportunities, continued to challenge the
APC to strive for even greater participation
in the future so that all the clergy of our
Archdiocese can share in those benefits.

For more information on the APC, visit
apc.goarch.org.

Fr. Touloumes is APC president.

St. Photios Shrine Essay Contest Winners Named

[l by Polyxeni Maouris Hillier

ST AUGUSTINE, Fla.— St Photios Greek
Orthodox National Shrine Essay Contest
program Chairman Katherine Bacalis has
announce the winners of the 11* annual
National Shrine Essay Contest. High school
students compared the immigrant story of a
family member with the immigrant story of
the Greeks who arrived in America with the
Turnbull expedition in 1768.

Florentina Sergiou, of St. Barbara
Church in Toms River, N.J, placed first;
Joshua Graziani of St. George Church in
Southgate, Mich., placed second; and Victo-
ria Martine of Holy Trinity Church in Carmel,
Ind., placed third. The St Photios Foundation
trustees join the Essay Committee members
in offering congratulations to the students,
their parents and their parishes. First Vice
President Archon Dr. Manuel N. Tissura
expressed his gratitude to Kate D ‘Anna and
AHEPA Speedway Chapter 410 for their
financial support of the program. “It is one
of the few ways to connect with high school

students across the country. The essay con-
test gets our kids thinking about early Greek
Immigration to America and the history of
their own families.” Mrs. Bacalis expressed
deep appreciation to essay judges Dr. Eleni
Derke, Dr. Constantine Santos and Stathis
Xynidis and committee members Dr. Tony
Tsitos and Renee Gahagan for the time and
resources they bring to this valuable pro-
gram.Florentina Sergiou underscored the
mission of the Essay program in her essay
summary: “I learned a lot from writing this
essay. I never knew that some of the first
Greek immigrants came over in the 1700’s. 1
always thought that it wasn’t until Ellis Island
opened that there were Greeks in America.
When you think about it, our culture has
been broadcasted throughout the nation for
almost 250 years, we still follow our religious
traditions, teach our children to speak, read
and write the language and learn the dances
and music and so much more.”

Polexeni Maouris Hillier, Director St
Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine
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SAINT NICHOLAS
GREEK ORTHODOX
NATIONAL SHRINE

AT THE WORLD TRADE CENTER

Progres Continues at St. Nicho

as Curchnd hrin Site

[

Recent photos from the Archdiocese webcam that records the daily construction progress at the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine feature a visit to the site to the site by execu-
tives and other officials of Titan and Corona cement companies, which are donating the concrete used to build the structure. Fr. Alex Karloutsos, assistant to the Archbishop for public affairs, and Jerry
Dimitriou, executive director of administration, briefed the visitors on the work under way. The above panoramic view also shows the area of the memorial park that will surround the church.

Hartford Philoptochos Raise Thousands

for Church and National Shrine

NEW YORK.- The Ladies Philoptochos Society of St George Cathedral in
Hartford, Conn. raised $9,000 for St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and
National Shrine at the World Trade Center. The Society held a Christmas Dance
on the eve of the Feast Day of St Nicholas, with all proceeds from the event
benefiting this National Shrine Initiative. It was held at the Cathedral’s social
hall on Dec. 5 and included a buffet dinner and live music by George Karatzas
and Athenian Entertainment.

Photo courtesy of Persefone Sticka

To donate
to the St. Nicholas National Shrine, make checks payable to:
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

Mailing Address: Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America,
8 East 79" St., New York, NY 10075

www.stnicholaswtc.org

Baltimore Event to Benefit St. Nicholas Project

BALTIMORE - A benefit concert for
St. Nicholas Church and National Shrine
sponsored by AHEPA Worthington Chapter
30 will take place March 12 at Germano’s
Cabaret, 300 S. High St. in the “Little Italy”
neighborhood. The concert will feature vo-
calist Tony Ziesat and pianist Stef Scaggiari
in their “Roller Coaster of Love” concert,
featuring music from the Great American
Songbook and jazz standards. Tony is a

member of Annunciation Cathedral and
second vice president of the AHEPA chapter.
The cabaret dining room will open at 6:00
p-.m. The music will begin at 7:30 and end
at 9:30. Ticket price is $25 and 40 percent
of the proceeds will be donated to the St.
Nicholas project. To purchase tickets, call
(410) 752-4515. Or tickets may be pur-
chased online, via the following website:
http:/germanospiattini.com/events/
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Fr. John Romas

It is with deep sorrow that the Arch-
diocese announces the passing of Fr. John
Romas on Jan. 24. He was the pastor of
St. Nicholas Church in lower Manhattan
that was destroyed in the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attacks.

Fr. John died shortly after being diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer and reposed
peacefully at White Plains Hospital, NY.

Fr. Romas (Iwdvvng Papmaodvng) was
born on April 10, 1929, to Demetrios and
Basiliki Papmao0vn in Dorvitsa, Nafpaktias,
Greece.

Upon completion of his high school
education, he went on to complete a four
year program at the School of Mechanics in
Athens, Greece. He arrived in the United
States on August 29, 1952, and later that
year married Lorraine (Ourania) Papa-
christou in Mt. Vernon, N.Y.

Fr. John followed his calling later on
in life and in August 1984 was ordained
a deacon and presbyter in Greece. Fol-
lowing his return to the United States in
1987, Archbishop Iakovos assigned him as
the proistameno of St. Nicholas Church.

A priest for almost 32 years, Father
John served with zeal and dedication,
and indeed was the heart and soul of the
St. Nicholas Church, especially after its
destruction.

He labored tirelessly for the rebuild-
ing of the church and anxiously awaited
the completion of his beloved St. Nicholas,
taking much pride in its designation as a
National Shrine of our Archdiocese.

A compassionate and kind man
with a gentle soul, Father truly loved his
Church, his parishioners, and his beloved
Presvytera of 64 years who survives him.
May the Good Lord grant him rest in His
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FR.JOHN ROMAS
heavenly kingdom and give comfort and
strength to his loved ones.

May his memory be eternal!

Funeral service was held Jan. 29 at Sts.
Constantine and Helen Cathedral in Brook-
lyn, where he assisted following 9/11, with
Archbishop Demetrios officiating.

The family requests that donations be
made in memory of Father John to the St.
Nicholas Rebuilding Fund or for the St.
Nicholas kouvouklion used for the Good
Friday Epitaphion.

Fr. Stephen Peter Theophilos

FREDRICKSBURG, Va. - Fr Stephen
Peter Theophilos, a retired priest, passed
away Dec. 23, at his home. He was 84 and
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had been retired since May 31, 2002.

He was born in Montreal, Canada
on Dec. 19, 1931, the youngest of four
brothers: Fr. Theo, Apostolos and Christos
Theophilos; all deceased.

He was the devoted husband to Pres-
vytera Betty Theophilos, father to Panayota
Kevgas (George), and Papou to Marianna,
Markella and John Kevgas.

He attended Holy Cross School of
Theology from 1952-58 and graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts degree. He contin-
ued his education at Holy Cross School of
Divinity in 1958-59, and Boston University
receiving his Bachelor of Divinity as well as
his Master of Sacred Theology degrees. In
the early sixties, he attended the University
of Athens where he received his doctoral
degree in theology.

He eventually returned to Boston
University where he received his Master
of Science degree in communications and
public relations.

In his early years, he spent a great deal
of time working for the Archdiocese as a
special diocesan assistant, director of Reli-
gious Education and as executive secretary
for the Archdiocese, followed by a position
as managing editor of the Greek Orthodox
Theological Review. In the late 1960s, Fr.
Steve served concurrently as executive vice
president, admissions director and public
affairs director at Hellenic College.

In 1972, he met his future wife, Betty,
and they married six months later in No-
vember. The following December, their
only child, Panayota, was born, named
after Fr. Steve’s mother.

He spent many of his early years
working for the Archdiocese before be-
ing ordained. He then served as priest at
St. Luke in Broomall, Pa., and St. George
Church in Trenton, N.J. before moving
to Fredericksburg, where he served at
Nativity of the Theotokos. Four years later,
Fr. Steve semi-retired and continued to
perform Sunday liturgies at various par-
ishes in Virginia, including Transfiguration
Church in Charlottesville.

Prof, Theodore Kaltsounis

SEATTLE - Theodore “Ted” Kaltsou-
nis, Ph.D., a University of Washington
Professor Emeritus of Education, who
was instrumental in the development and
production of new Archdiocese Sunday
School materials, died Dec. 13. He was 85.

Born in Divri, Albania on Feb. 15,
1930, to Fr. Haralampos and Sophia
(Pappas) Kaltsounis, and his family fled to
Greece at the end of World War II to es-
cape persecution by Albania’s communist
regime. He came to the U.S. on a Fulbright
Scholarship and subsequently earned his
doctorate at the University of 1llinois, fo-
cusing his research on social studies and
civics instruction for elementary-school
students. He met his wife, Maria (Mesires),
during his first university teaching position
in Oswego, N.Y. They married Aug. 25,
1963, in Watertown, N.Y, and moved to
Seattle when he joined the University of
Washington faculty in 1967.

His career was marked by many cre-
ative programs he initiated and his leader-
ship in local and national organizations.
In the late 1980’s, as part of a commission
established by the Department of Reli-
gious Education, he presented a plan to
Archbishop Iakovos to redo the pre-school
through 5th grade curriculum.

The result was the acclaimed and
widely used series “Living Our Orthodox
Faith.” Dr. Kaltsounis wrote the 1st and
2nd grade books, “Me and My World” and
“Loving God,” as well as helping to select
the authors and providing oversight for
the other volumes.

Another highlight was his 13-year
project to help democratize Albania
through reforming its education system.
Funded by the U.S. State Department, this
project trained hundreds of educators and
created curriculum materials to teach Alba-
nian children the principles of democratic
governance as the country emerged from
decades of communism. Dr. Kaltsounis’
work there is described in his 2010 book
“The Democratization of Albania.” In his
honor, Albania’s University of Elbasan cre-
ated the Theodore Kaltsounis Center for
Democratic Citizenship Education.

Dr. Kaltsounis also served as UW
Faculty Senate chairman and as president
of the National Council for the Social
Studies. He authored many other books,
including one of Silver Burdett Ginn’s
most successful elementary social studies
textbooks. Active in university affairs even
after his retirement, Dr. Kaltsounis spear-
headed the creation of the UW Hellenic
Studies Program in the Jackson School of
International Studies and a study-abroad
program for UW students to attend the
University of Ioannina in Greece. A long-
time member of St. Demetrios Church in
Seattle, Dr. Kaltsounis served as parish
council president and as a psalti.

He is survived by his beloved wife
of 52 years, Maria; his children Sophia
(Chris) Tobe, George (Christina) Kaltsou-
nis, and Andreas (Sarah) Kaltsounis; and
six grandchildren. He is also survived by
his younger siblings Yiannoula Beroukas,
Vasilios “Bill” Kaltsounis, Kassiani Zikos,
Orestes “Rusty” Kaltsounis, and Eleftheria
Mpras, and their families.

Funeral services were held at St.
Demetrios Church on Dec. 21.

Submitted by Clifford T. Argue

Fr. Chris Hadgigeorge

TOLEDO - Fr. Chris Hadgigeorge,
retired priest and pastor emeritus of Holy
Trinity Cathedral, died Dec. 17 in his Sylva-
nia Township home. He was 91.

Holy Trinity community was organized
in June, 1915, and has worshiped at its
distinctive home on Superior Street north
of downtown since 1919. Fr. Chris arrived
as pastor in 1960.

Holy Trinity was consecrated as a cathe-
dral in 1966. Fr. Chris oversaw renovations
to the building and the educational center
and the purchase of surrounding property
while supporting parish leaders’ decision
to stay put.

Fr. Chris was enthusiastic when the
parish threw a festival in 1971, and Holy
Trinity’s Greek festival has become an an-
nual affair.

He retired as Holy Trinity pastor in
1991. Afterward, he served as interim pastor
of Assumption Church in Springfield, Ohio,
for several months but stayed in Toledo.

He was named a protopresbyter in
1973 by Archbishop Iakovos and received
the patriarchal cross from Ecumenical Pa-
triarch Bartholomew in 2006.

Fr. Chris was born Aug. 3, 1924, in
Youngstown, to Paraskevi and William Had-
gigeorge, immigrants from the Greek island
of Samos. He was an altar boy growing up
and sang in the choir.

He was a 1942 graduate of
Youngstown’s East High School. He went
to Holy Cross School of Theology and was
ordained in 1948.

He was ordained a deacon April 25,
1948 at Annunciation Church in Woburn,
Mass., and as a priest at Holy Trinity Church
in Indianapolis, where he served as priest

[> continued on next page



JANUARY 2016

Proposals sought for Human Trafficking Project

St. Catherine’s Vision (SCV), an
international, pan-Orthodox Christian,
non-profit organization, is circulating
an open “Call for Proposals” requesting
help from qualified persons who wish to
participate in a public service ministry or
“diakonima” in “Divine Compassion and
Human Trafficking.”

This initiative will facilitate the es-
tablishing of a pan-Orthodox Christian
response that is spiritually and psychologi-
cally safe, engaging the issue of Human
Trafficking, “ cultivating a dialogue to pro-
mote sound collaborative initiatives across
Orthodox Christian jurisdictions, agencies
and interested persons to “light a Candle
in the darkness” of this ongoing tragedy.

SCV seeks to bring a measure of com-
petent, practical relief to help in healing
and liberation in as many contexts as pos-
sible and to draw together a small, select
pan-Orthodox group of experienced theo-
logians, leaders and practitioners whose
proven work and expertise directly engage
in this ministry or service.

This invitation also is extended to re-
spected non-Orthodox experts in the field.

A Three-to-Five Year Process:

In order to discern and help build the
first phase of this collaborative framework,
SCV anticipates a three to five year process

of private consultations, which will also be
organized in conjunction with an annual
public event (e.g. a lectureship or confer-
ence), so that Orthodox Christians and
the general public may benefit from these
conversations and service. The ministry
also will release updates through the social
media outlets of SCV, our collaborators
and friends, and other organizations.

St Catherine’s Vision is an interna-
tional, pan-Orthodox Christian, non-profit
organization. SCV brings women theo-
logians together with ordained and lay
servant-leaders addressing contemporary
concerns in a manner that is established
in and accountable to the living tradition
and canonical heritage of the Eastern Or-
thodox Church.

Founded in 2001, it is an endorsed
organization of the Assembly of Canonical
Orthodox Bishops of the United States
of America. SCV is governed by a board
of directors who manage general affairs
and a larger advisory board (or advisory
council), who, together comprise the bulk
of a “prayer-based think tank...that also
acts.” Dr. Kyriaki FitzGerald is the execu-
tive director.

For more information, contact SCV at
www.saintcatherinesvision.org.

OBITUARIES

until Feb. 28, 1957. His next assignment was
St. Nicholas in Detroit until Nov. 30,1960,
then was assigned to Holy Trinity, Toledo.

He was a board member of the Toledo
Council of Churches and was active in the
International Institute.

Surviving are his wife, Presvytera Ann
Hadgigeorge, whom he married March 7,
1948; daughters, Pattie Senerius and Angie
Bohland; son, William; sister, Presvytera
Zafera Bartz; six grandchildren, and two
great-granddaughters.

Avesperal liturgy Dec. 22 was followed
by funeral services in the cathedral.

Fr. Demetrios Michaelides

ABINGTON, N.H. - Fr. Demetrios
Michaelides, 98, a retired priest, died Jan.
1. He had been retired since Jan. 1, 1987.

He was born Oct. 9, 1917 in Larnaka,
Cyprus, and came to the United States
in 1936. He attended the University of
Chattanooga, Tenn., and graduated with
a Bachelor of Arts degree, then enrolled
at Holy Cross Seminary in Ponfret, Conn.,
graduating in 1942.

He was ordained a deacon May 10,
1942 at Holy Trinity Church in Fitchburg,
Mass., and as a priest Feb. 23, 1943 at An-
nunciation Cathedral in Boston, by Bishop
Athenagoras Cavadas.

His first assignment was at Annuncia-
tion as a deacon, then was assigned to As-
sumption Church in Ipswich, Mass., from
Feb. 24, to November 1943.

Fr. Michaelides subsequent parishes
included St. Demetrios, Biddeford, Maine
(1943-46), Annunciation in Chatanooga
(1946-1952), St. Paul, Savannah, Ga.,
(1952-55), St. John, Wheeling, W.Va.
((1955-601), St. Catherine, Wollaston, Mass.
((1961-69), Holy Trinity, Fitchburg, Mass.
(1969-80), and St. Nicholas, Portsmouth,
N.H. ((1980-86).

He was predeceased by this pres-
vytera Angeliki Demetriou Cotoulas Dec.
26, 2008. Survivors include three children,
Joh, Catherine and Eleni Efrosyne.

George P. Brown

COLUMBUS, Ohio - George P.
Brown, 98, an Archon, member of Lead-
ership 100, the Archdiocesan Council and
amember of Archbishop Iakovos’ Advisory
Council died March 24. Locally, he was a
benefactor to the Annunciation Cathedral
in Columbus, Ohio.

Brown was born in Columbus April
13, 1916 to immigrant Greek parents,
Peter G. and Panagiota Kalantjopoulos
Brown.

He was preceded in death by his
wife of 53 years, Helen Spiropoulos
Brown, his sister Esther Brown Sakel-
lariou and his parents.

He graduated from Central High
School in 1934 and Ohio State Univer-
sity in 1938.

He was a certified public accoun-
tant and businessman.

He served the Greek Orthodox
Church at all levels. He also was a mem-
ber of the Order of AHEPA.

A decorated World War II veteran,
having served in the European Theater
in the U.S. Army Counter Intelligence
Corps, as an undercover special agent.

Survivors include his three chil-
dren, Pamela B. (George) Limbert,
Stella B. Economy, Peter G. (Joni)
Brown; nine grandchildren, Maria Lim-
bert (George) Markakis, Elena Limbert,
Mitchell Limbert, George Brown (Rita)
Limbert, Diana Economy, Michael
(Katie) Economy, Kathryn Economy,
Angela Brown and George P. Brown,;
three great grandchildren, Aristotle
and Panagiota Markakis and George R.
Economy; nephew, Nicholas (Darla)
Sakellariou; sister-in-law, Christine Spi-
ropoulos; numerous extended family.

Funeral services took place at Annun-
ciation Cathedral. Memorials may be made
to the Annunciation Greek Orthodox
Cathedral Foundation Columbus; Cha-
pel Fund, 555 N. High Street, Columbus,
Ohio 43215.
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Feast of the Three Hierarchs
and Greek Letters Day

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the
Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks
and Nuns, the Presidents and Members
of the Parish Councils of the Greek Or-
thodox Communities, the Distinguished
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools,
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth,
the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire
Greek Orthodox Family in America

Beloved Brothers

and Sisters in Christ,

In our annual commemoration of the
Feast of our three Holy Fathers, the Great
Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers Basil
the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and
John Chrysostom, we affirm the power of
their witness and guidance down through
the centuries. As during the days of their
pastoral ministry, their faith in God, their
wisdom, and their holiness continue to
lead us to Christ and deepen our under-
standing and experience of our relation-
ship with Him.

The blessed hymns of this Feast guide
us in honoring the Three Hierarchs, and
they also direct us to their teachings to
explore the power and potential of our
faith. In the service of Great Vespers we
proclaim the Holy Fathers and Teach-
ers as “instruments of the grace of God”
and “stewards of the grace and words of
Christ.” As instruments of God’s grace, Ba-
sil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and
John Chrysostom offered divine compas-
sion through their unwavering service to
the people of God, their constant effort to
help those in need, and their willingness
to sacrifice their own health and security
for the salvation of others.

Their stewardship of the grace and
words of Christ are evident in the breadth
and depth of their teaching and preaching.
They were gifted and inspired expositors
of the Holy Scriptures. They were willing
messengers of God, seeking to communi-
cate the truth in clarity and guide hearts
and minds to the Source of grace and life.
As they dedicated their minds and abilities
to God, He consecrated their intellectual
and oratorical abilities and their spiritual
acumen for the sharing of the Gospel.

The Three Holy Hierarchs were able
to be witnesses of God’s grace because
they knew firsthand the transformative
power of grace. Saint Gregory the Theolo-
gian describes this power in his Oration on
Holy Baptism: “Just as God gave existence
to what did not exist, so too He gave new
creation to what did exist, creation more
divine and lofty than that which existed
before, a seal for those only just entering
life, and for those of more mature age a gift
and a restoration to the image obliterated
through wickedness.”

In his commentary on Ephesians,
St. John Chrysostom also describes the
impact of God’s grace, which He freely be-
stowed on us (Ephesians 1:6). Comparing
the transformation of the soul to “a leper,
wasted by distemper and disease, age and
poverty” and turning “him all at once into
a graceful youth, surpassing all mankind
in beauty...arraying him in purple and
diadem and all the attire of royalty,” he
states: “It is thus that God has arrayed and
adorned this soul of ours, and clothed it
with beauty, and rendered it an object of
His delight and love.”

This wisdom and truth concerning
divine grace combined with their experi-

Ot T [EPAPXA

ence of it throughout their lives, gave the
Three Hierarchs insight into the potential
of grace. In his theological treatise On
the Spirit, St. Basil affirms that the Spirit
“sends forth grace sufficient and full for
all mankind.” In his commentary on Thes-
salonians, John Chrysostom explains how
God gives us eternal comfort and good
hope through grace (II Thessalonians
2:17). He states, “For if God has given so
many things by grace, much more will
come in the future.” Chrysostom asks
his hearers to see the potential of grace
through the hope and comfort they have
found in Christ.

This understanding of grace and its
role in our lives is important in view of
what happens today in our society. In our
contemporary world we see ideologies,
some even claiming divine origin, that
combine hatred, violence, sin, and death
with twisted views of human nature and
destiny. It is evident that these movements
and ideas are ignorant of or contrary to the
reality of God’s grace and its transform-
ing power. They are radical distortions of
the purpose and potential of human life
because they are completely void of the
grace and power of God.

Our celebration of this Feast and our
annual commemoration of Greek Letters
Day confronts these false ideologies with
a vision of human life as it is intended to
be transformed by the grace of God. The
Three Hierarchs, Basil, Gregory, and John
Chrysostom, combined their experience
of God’s grace with learning, language,
and some of the highest forms of human
expression. They offer a witness to us of
how the presence of grace accentuates and
transforms our abilities, creativity, and un-
derstanding of our existence by restoring
our fellowship with God, destroying the
power of sin, and giving us life, abundant
and eternal.

As we commemorate these great
champions of our faith, may we also
celebrate the unique gift of the presence
and grace of God. May His abundant grace
be upon you and with you as you share
His love through your faith, worship and
service in His name.

With paternal love in Christ,

%[4%,(‘ /uufméim

‘+ DEMETRIOS, Archbishop of America
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Miracles and Milestones: Missions in 2015

[l by Alex Goodwin

ST AUGUSTINE, Fla. — 2015 was an
amazing year for Orthodox missions and
the Orthodox Christian Mission Center
(OCMCQ). None of it would have been pos-
sible without your prayers, support, and
service. What follows are some highlights
from the Mission Center programs that have
shared Christ with a wanting world.

Following a wonderful term in Mon-
golia, the Moore family returned to the
United States so that Chris could pursue a
seminary education.

They plan to return to Mongolia, but
while they are away OCMC missionary
Kurt Bringerud will continue their growing
“studies in the Faith” group.

The Ritsi family gave birth to their son
Moses while in Albania. Both Deacon Steph-
anos and Alexandria were able to continue
serving the youth of Albania while hosting
mission teams that worked to share the
Faith with young people. Alexandria taught
at the Protagonist school directed by OCMC
Missionary Presvytera Georgia Bendo.

The Hoppe family advocated for strong
Albanian families. Nathan Hoppe, the Mac-
donald family, and Anastasia Barksdale
continued training future Church leaders
at the seminary.

Kenya welcomed Dr. William Black
who began teaching at the Makarios III Sem-
inary in Nairobi where Meagan Engelbach
is also working on translating Church texts.

In Romania, Floyd Frantz expanded
the reach of the Church’s substance abuse
initiatives while his wife, Ancuta, continued

to direct the Protection of the Theotokos
Day Center for unwed mothers.

The Chakos family, along with Jesse
Brandow, saw the opening of a new clinic
and further catechism of the Mayan people
in Guatemala. The Ruckers returned to
Alaska where Fr. David teaches at St. Her-
man seminary while Blake DiLullo contin-
ued construction and restoration projects
throughout Diocese.

Sixteen Orthodox mission teams
served around the world in 2015 including
the first OCMC mission team to Indonesia
and the first OCMC healthcare team to
Guatemala. Teams also helped build a
school in the Turkana village of Loupwala
in northern Kenya.

A second OCMC team spent time with
the people of San Esteban and Pisaflores,
Mexico, where they taught the Faith to the
Aztec people that call these villages home.

Two long-time priests who have been
supported through the Support-a-Mission
Priest Program (SAMP) were elevated to
the episcopacy in Kenya in the past year.
At the end of 2014, Fr. Neophytos Kongai
was enthroned Bishop of Nyeri and later in
2015 Fr. Athanasius Akunda was ordained
bishop of Kisumu.

In all, the SAMP program helped en-
able the pastoral ministries of 376 clergy in
16 countries.

The OCMC was also able to direct
thousands of dollars to help fund various
church projects as initiatives around the
world aimed at building up the Church
and encouraging self-sustainability around
the world.

(r

Preserving Hellenism in
America since 1922
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is to promote Hellenism, Education,
Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility,
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Understanding
Religious Fundamentalism

[l by Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Clapsis

Since the Islamic revolution in Iran
(1979), religious fundamentalism has
increasingly become known for its violent
outbursts. The term refers to a pattern of
militancy where self-styled true believers
attempt to arrest the erosion of religious
identity by outsiders, fortify the borders
of their community, and create alterna-
tives to secular institutions, processes and
behaviors.”

Its surge has caught many secularists
by surprise. They had assumed that reli-
gion was a relic of the past, destined to
disappear as Enlightenment thinking had
overtaken the world.

These movements rose from condi-
tions of the late 20" century that resulted
in social and cultural change. They emerge
in every religion as a reaction to major
cultural and socioeconomic challenges
and fears.

The key issue is less about what funda-
mentalists believe, than about the means
they use. Some resort to violence against
real or imaginary foes of their traditional
beliefs and practices. However, not all
use violence to advance their causes.
Every religiously Orthodox, literate, and
committed believer must not pejoratively
called “fundamentalist.”

There is an enormous difference
between ordinary, pious Muslims and
bomb-throwing Islamic terrorists. Many
pious Muslims, Hindus, Christians, and
Jews strenuously object to the claim their
extremist co-religionists are the only one’s
upholding or defending their faiths’ basic
tenets.

Characteristics

of religious fundamentalism

Specific modern social, political and
cultural conditions have contributed to
its resurgence.

Modernity has altered how people
view themselves and others, and their
relationships with one another. Profound
changes have affected people’s world-
views, altered their relationship with the
divine and contributed to dislocation from
traditional personal and communal life.

People cope with modernity and its
implications in various ways. Some react
positively, enthusiastically endorsing
modernity, leaving their beliefs and be-
coming secularists. Others relate to their
tradition and faith with the positive aspects
of modernity.

And still others dismiss modernism
as a threat to everything they believe that
leads to the devil and destruction. The
only antidote to the consequences of
modernity is adherence to a militant way
through the basics of their religion and
traditional culture.

They are critical of scientific rational-
istic worldviews, but their opposition is
not total. When they oppose television and
the internet as technologies, their primary
concern is mainly about the content trans-
mitted through them, which promotes
practices opposed to their religious values.
Most, though, do not categorically reject
technology and its achievements.

Their objection often occurs when
the “decoupling” of religion and science
has removed restraints from modern
technology. For them, technology and
science must be subordinated to religious
principles.

There are only right and wrong, good

and evil, insiders and outsiders with no
room for shades of gray. They imagine
the world divided into realms of light
and darkness, the pure and impure, the
orthodox and the infidel.

Many dramatize this worldview within
an apocalyptic framework: the world is in
spiritual crisis, human history will come
to a miraculous end with the ultimate
triumph of good over evil, usually in the
not-too-distant future, through divine
intervention.

They have an absolutist moral out-
look, seeing sacred truths as the founda-
tion of genuine knowledge, and religious
values as the base and summit of moral-
ity— a trait they share with other believ-
ers. They emphasize the importance of
literally interpreting texts, considered to
be of divine origin, inerrant and beyond
question; invulnerable to critical analysis
by secular science, history, cultural studies
and literary theory. Yet, fundamentalists
cannot retrieve their traditional beliefs
without some theological revisions relat-
ing to modernity.

They selectively retrieve from the
sacred past stories or lines and passages
from their venerable texts to justify ac-
tion designed to protect and bolster the
besieged basic tenets of the religion and
to fend off or conquer outsiders.

They interpret their tradition’s central
texts to prove their faith can meet modern
life’s challenges.

Fundamentalists focus on a utopian
golden age of religion, a glorious past,
whether historically accurate or mythical,
they project into the future and believed
to be within their reach through a trans-
formative action.

This is compelling narrative to those
disillusioned with modernity. It offers a
comprehensive view of life grounded in
an imaginary glorious past with a promise
of an exalted future for those who think,
act, and believe within the their particular
ideology.

They attribute the present decline
in religious purity and perfection to the
purposeful and treacherous dilution of
religion by their co-religionists and set
as their goal to overturn this catastrophic
trend. This results in a deep sense of com-
mitment.

Public morality is a central concern
to most of these groups. They strongly
believe that religion should have a cen-
tral role in their societies’ public life.
They approach the political arena with
an anti-democratic outlook, rejecting the
essentials of a democratic polity, includ-
ing the notions of freedom of expression
and inquiry, bargaining and compromise
in reaching political agreements in a free
society.

There is only one correct answer for
them to all questions whether moral or
political.

Those who believe differently are not
simply mistaken but have allowed them-
selves to become instruments of the devil
since they have failed to uphold the truth,
which for them is simple.

They claim to be favored by God be-
cause they uphold the fundamentals of
faith. They set clear boundaries between
the threatening and dangerous outside
world and their protected and sheltered
world. The rigidity of their views is pro-

[> to page 27
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TPo£0TN TG TeAeTiG ToD Aylacpod Tdv vO&TwV
kai ¢ Katadvoewg tod Tipiov Zravpod eig tv
Bdhacoay, ék TiG dmoPfddpag tod Pavapiov,
CUUTIAPAOTATOVHEVOG DTIO TAWV GUAAELTOVPYDY
AvT0D Tepapydv, To0 Aowmod KArpov kai tod
Aaod év mopunf) éx tob IL. IMatpiapytkod Nood,
TOV KWSWVWV ADTOD KPOVOHEVWY XAPHOTUVWG.
Tov Tipwov Ztawpdv dvéoupev ek Tiig Bakaoong
O’Evri. k. Nikohaog ZoAijg, €€ Aypwviov, €ig 6v O
Iavaywtatog Tpocepepey eig eAoyiav Xtav-
POV kaBwg kai ig Tovg rtoAoinovg kKoAVHPNTAG.

Eniong, yla mpwTn gopd HETA TNV KATACTPO-
@1 To 1922 TeAé0TNKE O AYLAOHOG TWV VOATWY
yia ta @go@daveta ot Zpvpvn. O goptacpog
Eexivnoe To pwi pe Tr Beia Aertovpyia oty Ayia
DwTeIVN KAl 6T OLVEXELX EYLVE O AYLACHOG TWV
vdd&Twv ko n katadvon tov Tipiov Xtawpod oto
AMHavL TG Zpdpvng, amévavTt amd To KTipLo Tov
eAAVIKoD Tipo&eveion. £To Mpdvt TG LOTOPIKNG
TIOANG 0 €0pTACHOG EAafe mavyvpkd xapa-
ktpa. Toa Adyootd pén tng mopotkiag Kat ot
opBodofol tng epLoxng Ekavay yla TpW TN Qopd
eAevBepa TNy TeAeTr) TOL AylaopOD TWV LEGTWY
O€ AVOLKTO XWPO, HETA amod emionpn ddeta Tov
EhaPav and TG Tovpkikég apxés. Tov ayaoud
téheoe o Apxipavdpitng . Kopthhog Zvkng, o
npwTog 0pBdS0fog tepeag, o omoiog Aettovpyel
povipa oTn Zpdpvn HETA TNV KATAOTPORT).
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‘H ovppold tijs OpBodééov Exxnoiag €ig
EmKpaTHOW TG EiPHVNG, THG SIKALOCVVHG, THG
élevleping, Tijg &dedgooivys kai Tijg &ydmng
perald TV Aa@v, ki &pory T@v QUAETIK®Y Kai
Aoy Siaxpicewy.

2xédtov keévov TG Ayiag kai MeydAng
Zuvodov, 1o ykptBev v TG év ZaumeCh-Te-
vebng amo 21 éwg 28'Tavovapiov 2016 Zvvakewg
1@v 'OpBoddtwv Ipokabnuévwv Anpootedetat
OLHPWVWG TIPOG THV amdeaocty T Zvvalewv
t@v [Tpokadnuévwy.

‘H'ExkAnoia 100 Xpiotod {fj «év 79 xéopw»,
A& Sév elvan «éx ToD Kbopov» (lwav. 17, 11
kai 14-15). 'H ExkAnoia dnotelel onueiov kai
eikova tfg Baotkeiag tod Ogod €v 11} ioTopiq,
evayyehlopévn piav «kawiv ktiow» (B” Kop. 5,
17), «kavotg o0pavovs kel yiv Kaviyv... év oig
dikauoavvy katoikel» (B TTétp. 3,13), Evakdopiov,
el TOv omolov O Oedg «éaleiyer mav Sdkpvov
&K T@V 09O u@v adT@v (T@v dvBpdnwy), kai 6
Odvatog ovk Eoteu €11, olite mévBog olite Kpavyy
otite mévos 0vk Eotau Ty (Amox. 21, 4- 5).

Thv npoadokiav avthy Buwvet fidn kai mpo-
yevetou i ExkAnoia, kat” §oxrv 6odiig Tehel Ty
Oeiav Ebxaplotioy, ouvdyovoa «émi 76 avto» (A’
Kop. 11, 20) té& Steokopmiopéva tékva 100 Oeod
(Iwav. 11, 52) €ig v o®pa dvev Stakpioews GUARG,
@OAov, flkiag, kovwvikig i EAANG kataotdoe-
wg, émov «ovk &vi Tovdaiog, 008 EAARY, ovk évt
dovAog 008¢ ELevBepog, 0Dk Evi dpaev kai BifAv»
(TaA. 3, 28, mpPA. KoA. 3, 11), ig éva koopov
KataAayfg, eiprvng kai dydmmng.

Trv mpdyevoty avthy TG «katvijg KTioewe»,
TOD PETAHOPPWHEVOV KOOUOV, PLidvel €miong
1) ExicAnoia &i¢ & npocwna t@v Ayiwv Tng, oi
omofot 81d TAG doKNoEWS Kal TAG ApeTig TwV
katéotnoav fi0n el v {wnv adtv eikdveg
Ti¢ Baotkeiag 00 Ood, dmodeikvdovTeg Kai
BePatodvTeg ToloVTOTPOTIWG OTL 1} Mpoodokia
£vOG KOOHOV elpnvng, Stkawoobvng Kai dydmng
8év elvau ovtomia, aANG «EAmlopévwy DéoTacic»
(EBp. 11, 1), Suvatn pé v Xaptv 100 Oeod kai
TOV TIVELPATIKOV &ydva ToD dvOpwmov.

"Epmveopévn Stapk®g amd trv mpoodokiav
Kai v mpodyevov adthv TS Baotkeiag tod

®¢od, 1) ExxAnoia dév adtagopel S1d td mpo-
BApata tod dvBpwmov TG ékdoToTe £MOXTS,
AANG, dvTiféTwG, ovppeTéxel gig THYV dywviav
kai t¢ dmaplaka mpoPfAipatéd tov, aipovoa,
6mwg 0 Koptog g, Ty 080vnv kai tég mAnyds,
TAG OMoiag TPOKAAEl TO KAKOV €ig TOV KOOHOV
Kai émxéovoa, g 6 kahog Zapapeitng, EAatov
Kai olvov eig Té Tpadpata avtod (Aovk. 10, 34)
S1d T0D AOYOU «T7j¢ DTmopoVi|S kot TapaKAoEWS»
(Pop. 15, 4,EBp. 13, 22) kai Std TAig ¢Umpaxtov
aydmng. O Aoyog TG PG TOV KOOUOV dmoBAEmeL
TPWTIOTWG OXL €lG TO Va Kkpivn) Kai katadikdon ToV
koopov (mpPA. Twdv. 3,17 kai 12, 47), dAAa gig 10
VA TTPOOPEPT €iG AVTOV WG OONYOV TO EdayyéAiov
Tiig Baotheiag oD Oeod, THv éAmtida kai PePoto-
T TL TO KaKOV, UTTO olavdNoTE HOPPTV, OEV
£xeL TOV TeAevTaiov AOYoV €l TV ioTopiav kai §€v
npémet va a@ebi) va katevBbvy Ty mopeiav .

Avthodoo &nd Tég dpxag adTdg Kai amd v
SAnv éumepiov kai Sidaokaliav Thg mateptKic,
Aettovpyikiig Kai AoKNTIKiG TNG Tapadocews, 1
‘OpB6dokoc ExkAnoio ovppetéxet €ig tOV mpo-
BANpaTIopoV Kai TV dywviav Tod cuyxpovov
avBpwov wg mpdg Bepehwdn driap&lakd fntrpa-
Ta, TA OTIOIA ATTAOXOAODV TOV GUYXPOVOV KOGHOV,
¢mBvpovoa vé ovpPdln eig Ty avtigetwmioiy
TWV, OOTE VA EMKPATNOT €lG TOV KOOHOV 1) elprvn
100 @200, «) T&vTa voiv Uepéxovon» (DIN. 4,7),
1) kataAAayn kai 1} dydmn.

A H ddia tod avBpwmnivov mpocwmov

1. 'H &ia tod avBpwmivov mpoowmov,
amnoppéovoa ék Tiig Snuiovpyiog o dvBpwmov
WG €ikdvog Oeod Kai €k TG ATOOTOARG avToD
&ic 16 ox¢dlov Tod Oeod S TOV dvBpwmov kai
TV KdopoV, tiipEev TNy éunvevoews Sid Tovg
Tatépag tig ExkkAnoiag, oi omotot éveBabuvay
£ig 10 pvoTnplov Tiig Beiag oikovopiag. O dytog
Ipnyoplog 6 ®oAdyog Tovilel XapakTnpLOTIKDG
S1a tov dvBpwmov 8t 6 Anuiovpydg «oiov Tva
KOoUOV ETEPOV, v UIKp@ Uy, Emi TG yijs ioTrow,
dyyedov &AAov, TpookVYHTHY UIKTOY, ETOTTHY THIG
0patii KTioews, uoaTny TiG voovuévrs, Pacidéx
1@V Emi Y7, ... {Dov éviadfa oikovopovpevoy, ko
dAAaryod pebiotdpevoy, kai mépag Tod pvaTrpiov,
/] 1pdG Oebv vevoet Oeovuevov» (Adyog ME’, Eig

Oriental carpet & area rugs
Upholstery & fine fabrics
Drapery & shades

Marble & stone cleaning

Serving the Tri-State Area

212.777.4040 fabracleen.com fabracleenstoneandtilecare.com

GETTING ALL THE DIRT SINCE 1949

Ceramic tile & grout cleaning
Headboards & bed frames
Fabric walls

Leather furniture

16 Aytov Ildoxa, 7. PG 36, 632 AB). ‘O okomog
Mg évavBpwnnoewg o0 Adyov Oeod elvau 1
0éwotg Tod avBpwmnov. O Xplotdg, dvakatvicog
¢v Eavt® tov madadov Adap (ppA. ‘Ee¢., 2,15),
«ovvarebéov ye TV AvBpwmov, &rapyny Tii¢ AUV
EAmido» (Edoepiov, Evayyehkn Anodeiéis, 4, 14.
PG 22, 289A). Tovto S16t1, d1twg gig TOV talatdov
Adayp évomipxev 1§81 OAOKANpoV TO AvBpdmIvov
Y£VOG, 0UTw Kaii €ig TOV VEov ASap cuvekepalat-
®On OAOKAnpov émiong 16 dvBpwmvov yévog.
«AvBpwmog yéyovev 6 Movoyevi|g, ...avake@a-
AawwoacBat Aty kai i 16 dpyaiov dvalaBelv
16 StoMoBfjoav yévog, TovtéoTt, T0 AvBpwmivov»
(Kvpidhov AXeEavdpeiag, Eppnveia fj bropvnpa
€ig 10 katd Twdvvny Evayyéhov, ®". PG 74,
273D-275A).'H SiSaokahio av T Tfig EkkAnoiag
elvat aveEdvTAnTog Ty TAoNG XPLOTIAVIKTG
npoomabeiag Sid Ty mepippovpnoty Tig akiag
Kai Tod peyaleiov Tod avBpwrmov.

2. Er’ adtiig TG Paoewg elvat dmapaititov
vd dvamtuxBf mpog dAag TG katevBovoElg N
StaxploTiavikn cuvepyaoia Sid THv mpootaciav
i d&iag Tob avBpwTov, adtovortwg 8¢ kai Tod
ayaBod Tiig eiprivng, oltwg dote ai eipnvevtikai
npoomndBetal Shwv dvefatpétwg 1OV XploTiavav
VA ATTOKTODV HeyaAvTepov Bapog kai SuvapuLy.

3. Qg mpodmobeoiq uidg evputépag év
TPOKEIUEVW ovvepyaoiag Svvatat vé Xpnot-
pevon 1 kown dmodoxn thg dyiotg d&iag Tod
avBpwmivov pocwmov. AiOpBoSogorExxAnaiat
Kahodvtat vé cupBdhovy eig v Stabpnoketaknv
ovvevvonaoty kai cuvepyaoiay, 8t avtiig 6¢ i TV
A ey ToD QAVATIOHOD 4O TAoNG TAEVPAG
Kai TOLOVTOTPOTIWG €I THY OVUPNIWOLY TOV Aa@Y
Kai émkpdatnow T élevBepiag kat TAg elprvng
€lg TOV kOopoV TpoG ¢Eumnpén o Tod dvOpwov,
aveEaptitws G kai Opnokedpatog. Evvoeitat
611 1] ovvepyaoia adtn dnokleiel TOoOV TOV
OLYKPNTIOROY, doov kai TV Emdiwdty émPoliig
olaodnmote Bpnokeiag £mi T@V AAAwWV.

4."Exopev thv memoifnow 811 wg «Oeod
ovvepyoi» (A" Kop. 3, 9), Suvdueba v mpoyw-
priowpev eig v Stakoviav tavtny and Kotvod
e SAwv T@v dvBpwnwv kafg BeAnoews, TV
Ayanovtwy TV katd Oedv giprvny, e ayabd
Tiig avBpwmivng kowvwviag £mi Tomkod, é0vikod
Kai SteBvodg ¢mmédov. 'H Saxovia avtn elvat
£vTOAN ®eod ( Math. 5, 9).

B. ITepi éAevBepiag kai e0OVVNG

1.Ev ¢k @V OyioTtwv Swpwv 100 @eod mpog
OV dvBpwTOV, TOCOV MG CLYKEKPLUEVOV QOpEQ
TG €ikdvog Tod mpoowmnikod Oeod, doov kal
MG KOVWVIaY TPOSWTWY dVTAVAKA®VTWY KATA
Xaptv 814 Tig £votnTog Tod AvBpwmivov yévoug
v év 1} Ayia Tpradt {wnv kai kovwviav 1@V
Beiwv Mpocwnwy, dnotelel 10 Belov Swpov Tiig
é\evBepiag. «O mAdoas am’ dpyric T0v &vBpwmov
E\evbepov aoijre kai avtelovaioy, véuw TQ TijS
EvToAT]G povov kpatovuevov» (Tpnyopiov @eoAo-
yov, Aoyog I, ITepi prhomtwyiag, 25. PG 35, 892A
). H éAevBepia kabiotd pév tov dvBpwmov ikavov
VA& Tpo0devn TPOG TV TVEVUATIKIV TEAELOTNTA,
AANG, ovyxpOVwG, éumepikAeiet TOV kivduvov
TiiG Mapakong, Tfg amd Tod Oeod adTOVOUNoEWS
Kai, U avtiic, TG TTwoews, ¢§ 00 kai ai tpaykai
GUVETELAL TOD KAKOD €V TQ KOOUW.

2. Zuvémeta ToD Kakod ToUTOL elvat ai
grcpatovoat onpepov v Tf (wij atélelat kai
ENAeiyelg, G 1) €KKOGikevoLG, 1} Bia, 1} ExAvolg
TOV N0V, T& TapaTNPOVHEVA VOOTp& PaLVO-
peva tig Aailamog T@V vapkwTik@®y Kai EAAwvy
¢EapTroewy €ig pepida TG oLUYXPOVOL VEOTNTOG,
O QUAeTIONOG, of Eomhiopol, of TOAepoL Kai T
TOUTWV AMOTOKA KOLVWVIKA KAKA, 1| KATATIEDLG
KOWVWVIKOV Opadwv, BpnokeuTikdV KOVOTHTWY
Kai Aa@v OAOKANpwY, 1} KOWWVIKH AviedTng, O
TEPLOPLOUOG TOV AvOpwTivwy SiKawpdTwy €ig
OV X@pov TG Eevbepiag @OV ovveldoewv
kai Tiig Opnokevtikig eidikwtepov éAevbepiac,
1] TApAmANPOPOPNOLG Kai 1) XELPaywynotg Tig
KOV yVWung, 1} oikovoykn aBAo TG, 1y &vicog
Katavopn 1 kai 1 Tavtedig oTépnotg T@v dmo-
Ntwg dvaykaiwy Tpog 6 {fiv dyabav, 1) Tetva
1@V droottlopévwv Ekatoppupiov avBponwy,
ai Platot petaxtvioelg TANBLop®V Kai 1) dBEpTog
Stakivnolg avBpwmwy, TO TPOoPLYIKOV X&oG,
1 KataoTpo@n Tod meptBaAlovTog, 1) dveEéhe-
YKTOG XpN01G TiiG YeveTikilg Blotexvoloyiag kai
Blolatpikig Avagoptk®g mpog TRV apxny, THV
Stapketav kai t0 TéAog TiG {wijg Tod dvBpwmov.
Tavta Tadta deaivovv 16 dmépavTov dyxog Tig

Aywviddovg ouyxpovov avBpwmdTnTog.

3 EvavTt TG KataoTdoews avTig, 1) Omoia
@dMynoev &ig T dnoduvapwoty i Bewprioewg
100 avBpwnivov poowmov, kabikov T Opbo-
80%ov’Exknoiag eivat, 6mwg mpofddn onpepov,
S1é tod KknpLYypaToG, TG Beoloyiag, TG Aatpeiag
Kai ToD motpavTikod €pyov g, TV aAnBetav Tig
&v Xplotd ehevBepiag. Tldvra poi Ecorv, GAL” 00
v oouPépel- e pot Eeatiy, &AL 00 mdvTer
oikodouel. Mndeis 10 éaxvtod (yreitw, dAA& 10 TOD
ETépov ExaoTog... Tva Ti yip 1] édevOepia pov kpi-
vetou D110 &AAnG ovverdhoews’ (A" Kop. 10,23-24
Kai 10,29). EAevBepia dvev evBVVNG kai dydmng
O0nyel TeMk@G elg TV dmelav TG EAevbepiag.

I'. Iepi ipvng kai Sikatoovvng

1.'H'OpB6d0koc ExxAnoia dvayvwpilet kai
avadeticvoel SLaypovIK®G TV KEVTPIKTY O€owy Tiig
elpnvng kai tig Sikatoovvng eig v {wiy OV
avBpwnwv. Avth abtn 1) €v Xplot@® dmokdAvyig
xapaxtnpiletal «edayyédiov 17 eipnvne» (Eg.
6,15), 81Tt 6 Xpiotoe, «eipnvomoioas Sik To0
aiuatog 100 oTawpod avTod» T TMavTta (Kol.
1, 20), «evnyyelioato eipRvny T0IG pakpdy Ko
10I¢ €yyvc» (E@. 2, 17) kal katéotn «fj giprivn
fuav» (Eg. 2, 14).'H eiprjvn abtn, 1| «Omepéyovon
vt voiv» (DIA. 4, 7) eivau, 0g einev 6 810G 6
Kvprog eig todg pabnrag Tov mpd tod ITdbovg,
€VPLTEPQ Kal OVOLACTIKWTEPA TAHG EIPVNG, TV
omnoiav émayyéletat 6 kdouog: «Eipivny doinu
Oub, eippvny Ty duny Sidwut uiv- 00 kabwgs o
Koopos Sidwary, éyw Sidwu Vuiv» (Iwav. 14, 27).
Kai todto, 816t 1 €iprivi 100 Xpiotod eivan 6
DPLHOG KAPTIOG TG €V AVTH AvakeQaAaDOEws
TOV TavTwy, T dvadeifewg Thg d&iag kai Tod
peyaheiov Tod AvOpwTivov TPOooWTOo WG eikOVog
®£00- TG TIPOPOATG TG £V AVTH OpYaVIKiG EVO-
™mrtog Tod avBpwmivov yévoug kai T kdopHOL-
TG kKaBoMKOTNTOG TOV ApX@V TNG elprvng, TG
é\evBepiag kail TG KOVWVIKTG Stkatoovvng Kai,
TENOG, TG KAPTIOPOPLAG THG XPLOTIAVIKAG &ydmng
petakd TV AvBpwnwy kai TOV Aa®v 0D kdapov.

‘H nparypatikr eiprjvn elvat 6 kapmog Tig €mi g

YiiG €mipatnoews SAwV aT@V TV XPLOTIAVIKDY
apx@v. Elvat 1} dvwBev eiprvn, mepi g Omoiag
navtote ebyetan 1) OpBoSoog ExkAnoia eig tdg
kabnuepvag tne denoetg, eartovpévn TadTnv
napd To0 Oeod, Tod Té& MdvTa Suvapévov Kai
£l0AKOVOVTOG TAG TIPOCEVXAG TAV PETA TOTEWG
AVTQ TpOoEPXOUEVWY.

2.Ek @V dvwtépw kabiotatou Sihov Stati
I ExkAnoia, ¢ «Xapa Xprotod» (A Kop. 12,27),
Séetal mdvToTe OMEP €iprVNG TOD CVUTAVTOG
KOGOU, 1) Omoia eiprvn, katd tov KAjuevta
Alekavdpéa , elvat ouvavopov Ti¢ Sikatoobvng
(Zrpwyateig, 4, 25. PG 8, 1369B-72A). 'O 6¢
Méyag Baoihelog mpoaBétel: «ov Shvapat meloat
EHavtodV, OTL dvev TNG €ig dAAARAoVG dydmng kad
&vev ToD, TO &g Eué KoV, eipnvevery Tpog TavTag
Stvapat &&og kKAnOfvau Sodhog Thood Xpiotod»
(Emotolr) 203,1. PG 32,737B). Tovto elvat, (g
onpetwvel 6 avtog Iatnp, Tooov avtovonTov Sid
1oV XpLotiavov, dote «ovdév oditwg idiov éot Xpi-
oTiavod W 16 eipnvomoteiv» (Emotoln, 114. PG
32, 528B).'H eiprjvn 100 Xptotod elval f) pooTikn
Svvag, 1 omoia mnyddet &nd v katalaynv
T00 avBpwTov pdg TOV 0vpaviov Iatépa Tov,
«katd povotay Tnood, Tod té mdvTa v maowy
€vepyodvTtog, kai molodvTog elprivnv dppntov
Kai ¢§ aidvog mpowplopévny Kai drmokatal-
A4oo0oVTOG HAG EaVT® Kai év Eavtd T@ ITatpi»
(Awovvoiov Apeomayitov, ITepi Oelwv dvopdtwy,
11, 5, PG 3,953AB).

3. 0¢eilopiev ouyxpOVWG va doypaupiow-
pev &6t Swpa TG eiprivng kal TG Stkaoohvng
gEapt@vTan Kai ék TG AvBpwmivng ovvepyiag.
T6 Aytlov ITvedua xopnyel mvevpatika ddpa,
Stav &v petavoiq emintdpey TV eiprivny kai
v Stkawoohvny Tod Oeod. Td dwpa Tadta TG
elprvng kai Sikatoovvng éppavitovrat exel Evha
ol Xplotiavoi kataBaAlovy npoonabeiog ig 10
£pyov Tiig TioTewg, TAG dyanng kai TG Amidog
¢v Xplot@® Tnood 1@ Kupiw nuadv (A Beo. 1,3).

4.'H apapria elvou vevpatiki aobéveta, Tig
omoiag ta ¢wTtepiicd cupmTwpata eival ai Tapa-
xau, ai £p18ec, Té éykAnpata kai ol TOAepoL, HeTd
TOV Tpayk®v avtdv ovveneldv. H EkkAnoia
gmdiwket va eEaeiyn ov povov ta ¢wtepid ov-
pntwpata adThg TG dodeveiag, AANA kal adTHV
TadTNV TV AoBévelay, TV dpaptiav.

5. Zuyxpovwg, 1 ‘OpB6doog ExkAnaoia
Oewpel kabfkov adTig v émkpoti mav 6,1t
gEumnpetel mpdypatt v eipnvny (Pop. 14,19)
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Kai dvoiyet TV 6806V Tpog THY StkawosvVNY, TV
adehpoovvny, Vv dAnbf éevbepiav kai TV
apotPaiav dydnnyv petakd SAwv T@V TEKVWV TOD
£vog ovpaviov [atpde, dg kai petady SAwv 1OV
Aa®@v @V drotehobvTtwy TV éviaiav dvBpw-
mivny oikoyévetav. Zvpndaoyet 6¢ ped SAwv
TV &vBpwnwy, ot oot &ig Stapopa pépn Tod
KOGV 0TEpODVTAL TOV dyaddv TAG eiprivig kai
TG SikatoovVNG.
A.H gipnvn kai 1} @notpomi Tod moAépov

1. 'H ExxAnoia tod Xptotod katadikalet
YEVIKDG TOV TIOAEHOV, TOV OTIOI0V Bewpel dmop-
potav Tod &v T® kOouw kakod Kai Tig apaptiag.
«I168ev modepor kai péyau év Ouiv; Ovk EvtedOev,
€K TQV HO0VDY DUDY TQV CTPATEVOUEVWY EV TOIG
uéreary uv;» (Tok. 4,1)."Ekaotog moAepog
ATOTENET AMEIAV KATAOTPOPTG TG Snutovpyiag
Kai g {wig.

‘Ohwg idtautépwg, eig mepintwoel ToOAEHwY
S Smhwv palikig KataoTpo@fig, ai cuvémelat
04 elvat tpopaktikai, St povov StotL 0a éméNdn
6 Bavatog gig anpoPAentov dpBpdy avBpdnwy,
AAAG Kkai 810TL 8 oovg Ba émlroovv 6 Biog B
KataoTf] dPiwTtog. Od ugavicBodv dviatot doOé-
vetat, 0 tpokAnBody yevetikad dMayal kad EANa
Sewvd, Téd Omoia B Ennpedlovy KATAOTPENTIKDG
Kai TAG EMOHEVAG YEVEXS.

Alav gmkivduvog 8év elvat povov 6 mopn-
VKOG €EomAtopog, dANG kai oi xnpukol, ot Pro-
Moywot kai aong popeiig somhiopoi, oi dmoiot
Snpovpyodv thv yevdaiobnowv ¢ drepoxig
Kai kvplapyiag éni tod meptPdAlovtog kOoUov.
Totobtot ¢EomAiopiol kaAAiepyodv atpdocatpay
@OBov kai EAAeiYew EumoToovvng Kai kabiota-
vrat aitio €vog VEoL AvTaywvIopoD E0TAOHMY.

2. ‘H ’ExkAnoia tod Xptotod, Bewpodoa
KAt Apxny TOV MOAepovV dmoppolay Tod £v T®
KOOH® KakoD kai TG apaptiag, évBappuvel
nacav mpwtoBovAiav kal mpoonabelav mpodg
TPOANYLV 1 Ao tpomv avTod Std 100 Stahdyov
Kai 8td mavtog dAAov mpocopov péoov. Eig
TEPIMTWOLY KATA TV OTOIAV 6 TOAELOG KATAOTH
avanogevktog, 1 EkkAnoia ouveyilet mpooevyo-
HEVN Kal HepuvOOa TOHAVTIKDG SLd Td TEKVa
avTiig, T& Omola EUMAEKOVTAL £iG TAG TOANEKAG
ovykpovoelg Sia Ty drepdomiow ThG {wijg Kai
g éAevbepiag avtdv, katapdAlovoa naoav
npoonaBetav Sid TV TaxvTEpay ATOKATAOTAOLY
TiG elpnvng kad Tiig éhevBepiag.

3.'H 0pbB680&og ExxAnoia katadikalet
EVTOVWG TAG TIOLKINOUOPPOVG GLYKPOVTELG Ka
TOUG TIOAELOVG, TOVG OPELNOHEVOVG EIG QavVaTL-
OHOV, TIPOEPXOUEVOV €K DPNOKEVTIKOY APXDV.
BaBeiav avnovyiav mpokalel 1 Hovipnog tdotg
avnoews @V katamiéoewv Kai Stwfewv TdV
xpotiavav kai EAAwv koot twy, £ aitiag Tfig
TOTEWG AVTAOV, €i¢ THY Méonv AvatoAnv kai
A oo, kabg kai ai dromelpat Ekpiwoew ToD
XploTiaviopod €k v mapadootakdv kottidwy
avtod. TolovtotpodNwe, dnethodvral ai DPLOTA-
pevat Stabpnoketakai kai Stebveig oxéoels, v
noAhoi xplotiavol dvaykalovtat vd éykatalei-
Youv 16 £oTiag avtdv. Ot dvd tov kdopov OpHo-
So&ol ovunaoxovv peTd TOV ASEAQ@V adTOV
XpLotavdv kai SAwv 1@V GAAwv Stwkopévwy év
Tf) eploxii kai kahodv eig Eevpeoty Sikaiag kai
povipov AMboews TV TpoPANHATWY THG TIEPLOXTS.

Katadwalovrat éniong mohepol, éumveope-
vol Oto €0vikiopoD, mpokalodvteg éBvokaddap-
0€lG, HETAPOAAG KPATIK@Y Opiwv Kai KaTdAnyLy
28aQav.
E.H'Opb0680&oc ExkAnoia évavti tdv Stakpicewv

1.°0 Koprog, g Baotheng i Stkatoovvng
(Ep.7,2-3), amodokipaler Ty Piav kod trv dduki-
av (Pop. 10, 5) kai katadkaleL v dndvOpwrov
otdoty mpodg TOV MAnoiov (Mdpk. 25, 41-46. Tox.
2, 15-16). Eig v Baotheiav Avto, 1| omola
eikoviletau xai eivau mapodoa &v 1§ ExkkAnoia
Tov 10n €8 eig TV YAV, 8€v btapyet TOTOG 0VTE
S1d 16 Hicog, ote OU ExBpav kai poadlodoiav
(Ho. 11, 6. Pwy. 12, 10).

2.'H B¢01g tiig OpBodo&ov ExkAnaiag eivat
év mpoxketpévew oaeng. 'H EkkAnoia motevet
811 6 Oe0g «émoinoey €€ évog aiparog iy €0vog
dvOpwnwy KaTouKel émi AV TO TPOOWTOV THG
yiic» (IIpd€. 17, 26) kai 61t &v Xplot® «ovk &vt

‘Tovdaiog 00SE'EANNY, 0Ok vt SoDA0G 00d¢ éNen-

Bepoc, ovk Evidpoev kai BfjAv- tavTeg yap elg éote
¢v Xptot®d Tnood» (Tal. 3, 28). Eig 10 ¢pwtnpa
«xai Ti§ éoTi pov mAnaiov;» 6 Xplotdg dmrvnoe
Sté tiig mapaPolig Tod kahod Zapapeitov (Aovk.
10,25-37). Kai obtwg ¢8idake v katdAvow
TavTog pecotoixov ExOpag kai mpokataAyews.

‘H 'OpB6do&og ExxAnoia dpoloyel 6t Eékaotog

&vBpwrog, dvefaptntwg xpwpatog, Bpnokeiog,
@QUARG, @OAOY, £0vIKOTNTOG, YADOONG, £xetL On-
ovpyn0f kat’ eikdva kai kad” dpoiwaoy Ogod
Kai dmolayPavet ioa Sikauwptota &V Tf Kovwviq.
Sovenng Tpog TV TioTy avtiy, 1) OpBodotog

"ExkAnotia 6év d¢xetal tég dtakpioeig 8t° éxaotov

¢k TOV poavapepBevtwv Aoywy, €@’ oov avtat
npobmobétovv dfloloykny Stagopdv petakd
TV avBpwmwy.

3.'H ExxAnoia, év 1@ mvedpatt tod oefa-
opod TV avBpwmivey SikatwpdTwy Kai Tig
fong petaxepioews T@v dvBpwnwy, dftoloyel
TV éQappoyny T@vV apxdv avt@v 1o TO YOG
Tiig Sidaokahiog avTig epi TV pLoTnpiwy, TAG
oikoyeveiag, TG Béoewg @V dbo VAWV év Tf

"ExkAnoia kai 1@V €v yével afldv Tig ékxkAnota-

oTikiig mapadooews. H ExiAnoia €xet Sikaiwpia
tva StaknpbdTTy TV paptupiov Tig Sitdaokatiag
NG &ig TOV Snuoctov xdpov.
YT’ ‘H anootoly tijs OpBodofov ExxAnoiag
G papTupia dyanng év dtakovig

1. 'H OpB68ofoc ExkAnoia, émtehodoa
TNV CWTHPLOV ATHG ATOGTOAY €V Td KOOHW,
HePLUVE EUTpaKTwg Std TTévTag TovG dvBpwmoug
xpriovrag PonBeiag, Tovg MEV@OVTAG, TOUG ATTO-
POVG, TOUG AoBEVELG, TOVG Avamrpovg, TovG UTte-
pNALKAG, TOUG SLWKOEVOVG, TOVG aiXHAADTOVG,
TOUG PUAAKIOUEVOVG, TOVG AOTEYOUG, TA OPPOVA,
Ta BVpATA TOV KATAOTPOPDV KAl TV TOAELUKDV
OUYKPOVCEWY, TAG EUmopiag avOpdmwy Kai TdV
oLYXPOVWY Hopp@dv Sovleiag. Al kataBaAAope-
var 010 tiig OpBodo&ov ExkAnaiag poondBetau
S1a v katamohéunoty Tiig évelag kal Tig KoL
VOVIKTG aStkiog AoTeAoDV EkPpacty TG THOTEWS
avtiig kai Stakoviav AvTtod Tod Kupiov, 6 6moiog
¢tavtioev Eautov mpog mavta dvBpwmoy, idiwg
TPOG TOVG v dvaykalg eVpLoKouEVoLG: «Ep’
doov émojoate évi TOVTWY TV &SEAP@Y pov T@V
Eayiotwy, éuoi émornjoate» (Math. 25, 40).Ev T
TOALTITUXW TAOTH KOvwVikf Stakovig, N EkiAn-
ola Svvartat vé ouvepydalntat Hetd T@V Stagopwv
OXETIKOV KOLVWVIKDOV POPEWY.

2. Ot dvtaywviopol kal ai €x0potnteg év
QO KOOUw eiodyovv adikiav kai dvicotnTa €ig
TNV GLUUETOXNAV TOV AvBpdTwV Kal TOV Aadv
€ig T& dyafd g Oeiag Snuiovpylag. Ztepovv
anéd ékaroppvpla avBpwnwv té Pactkd dyadd
Kai 68nyodv eig ¢Eabhivwowy g avBpwmivng
OIapEews, TPOKANODV HalIKAG HETAVATTEDOELG
mAnBvop®v, Steyeipovv é0vikdg, Bpnokevtikdg
Kai KOVWVIKAG GLYKPOVOELS, ai omolat dmethodv
THV E0WTEPIKIV CLVOXNV TOV KOLVWVIDV.

3."H ExxAnoia 6év Shvaton vé peivr adud-
POPOG EVAVTL TOV OIKOVOUIKDY KATACTATEWY,
ai omotat €nnpedlovy ApvNTIKOG OAOKANpOV TV
avBpwmotnTa. ‘Empével eig v avaykny, ovxi
Hovov 1y oikovoplia va £peidntat émi O dpxdY,
AANG kal gumparTwg vé Stakovitat 8t” adThG O
avBpwog, oLHPWVWG Kal TPOG TNV Stdackaliav
100 Amtootorov ITavhov, “komavrag del dvrilay-
Béveaou 1@V &oBevovvTwy, puvnuoveverv Te TV
Aéywv 100 Kupiov "Inoot, 611 avtog elme: paxdpiov
éom1 p@Adov Sidovar ij AauPféverv” (TIpak. 20,35).

‘O M. Baoilelog ypdget 6t “oromds o0v éxdotw

npokeioBuu opeiler év 1@ Epyw 1] Omnpeoia TV
Seopévwy, ovxi 1 idia avTod ypeia” (Opol katd
m\&toc MB’ . PG 31, 1025 A).

4. T6 ydopa petad mlovoiwy kol TTwxdV
dievpoverar Spapatikds €€ aitiag Thg oikovo-
{iKiG kpioewd, 1 Omoia eivan ovviBwg dmotéle-
opa KepSOOKOTIAG XWPIG PPAYHOVG €K [LEPOVG
OIKOVOIK®Y TIAPAYOVTWY, CUYKEVIPWOEWG TOD
TAOVTOL ¢ig Xelpag OAlywv kai otpePAiig oiko-
VOUKIG SpacTnploTnTog, 1) Omoia, atepovpévn
Sikatoovvng kai dvBpwmioTikiig evatodnoiag,
Sév eEumnpetel, TEMKDG, TAG TPAYUATIKAG AVA-
ykag th¢ avOpwndTnToG. Bidoipog oikovopia
elvat €keivn, 1 Omoia oVVSLALeL TV AmoTele-
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Eopti tov Tpiov Iepapx@v
kai Hpepa t@v EAAnpvik@v Ipappatwv

IIp6 016 ZefaopuwtdTovs kel Ocopide-
oTdTovs Apyiepeis, Tovs EvAafeotitoug Tepeic
kel Ataovovg, Tovg Movayovs kol Movayég,
1006 IIpoédpovs ki Mérn 1@v Kowotik@v
ZvuPovhrioy, & Huepriowx ki Amoyevpoativi
Zyodeia, Tic DilomTwyovs ASedpoTnTes, THY
Neolaia, 1ic EAAnvopB6doées Opyavioeis kai
0AdKANpo 16 Xpiotemwvupov mAfpwue TG

Tepa Apyremowomniys Auepikii.

Ipoogideic Adedgpoi

ol ASedés év XpioTa,

2tov €tnoto ¢optacpo ti¢ Eoptig
TOV TpL@v Ayiwv Iatépwv kai Meydlwv

Tepapx@v kai Otlkovpevik®v Atdaokalwv

pag, Baotieiov tod Meydhov, [pnyopiov Tod
Oegoldyov kai Twdvvov tod Xpvoootopov,
é¢mPePatwvovpe T Shvaun th¢ papTupiag
kai kaBodnynoewg mov mpooeépovy Sid
péoov T@v aiwvwv. H cogia kai aytwobdvn
Tov ¢§akolovBodv vd pag 6dnyodv otd
Xptoto kai va Suvapdvouv Ty Katavonon
Kai PLopatikr éumetpia Tig oXEoews pag padi
Tov 6mwg ovvéPatve kai v €moxOl iepw-
tatot Bpvol ¢ Eoptiig Hag éunvéovy otrv
anoédoon Tipfi¢ otovg Tpeig Tepdpxes kai
Hég katevBovouy otic Sidaokalieg Twv yid
v Stepedvnon tiig Suvdpews kai TG Tpo-
OTTIKAG TG TioTEWS pag. XtV dkolovBia
100 Meydahov ‘Eonepivod, xapaxtnpifovue
TovG Ayiovg avtovg ITatépeg kai Atdaokd-
Aovg wg «Opyava TG XapLtog Tod Oeod» Kai
«OIKOVOUOVG TRG XAPLTOG Kai ToD Adyov ToD
Xpiotod». Qg dpyava Tijg Oeiag xapirog, O
Méyag Baoikelog, 6 Ipnyoptog 6 @eoloyog
katl 6’ Twdvvng 6 XpuoooTopog TposEpepay
gvomhayyvia Tod @eod S1d TG dkAoviiTov
vIMpesiag Twv 0Tovg AvBpwmovg Tod Oeov,
S1d TG ovvexodg mpoomadeiag Twv va Po-
nonoovv Tovg éxovteg Avdykn kai Sid Tig
npoBupiag Twv vd Buotdoovv Ty Dyeia kai
ao@dAeld Twv yi& thv cwtnpia AAAwV.

‘H mpoPoln ¢ xapttog kai Tod Adyov
100 Xptotod elvat pgavig 016 edpog Kai
BaBog tiig didaokaliag kai Tod knpdypatodg
Twv. Yrfip§av mpowkiopévol kai éumvevoué-
vou épunvevtés TG Ayiag Ipagis. Ymijp&av
npoOupot dyyeltagopot tod Oeod, mpo-
onabdvrag v& Stadocovy v aAnBeta pé
kaBapotnta kai vé 0dnynoovy Tig kapdiég
Kkai Stavoteg otrv IInyn tig xdptrog kai tiig
{wfig. Exevol agiépwoav T dtavota kai Tig
KavoTNTég Twv 01OV Ocd, kai Ekeivog dyiaoe
Tig StavonTikég Kai pnropikés SeELOTNTEG TWV
kabwg kai Ty mvevpatikr 6§Hvold Twv yd
v Stddoomn tod Evayyehiov.

Oi Tpeig Aytot Tepapyeg eixav v Suva-
TOTNTA VA KATAOTODV HAPTLPEG THG XAPLTOG
100 @e0D 10Tl yvwpilav K TPOCWTIKIAG TTEl-
PAG T HETAPOPPW-TIKT SOV THG XAPLTOG.

‘O Aylog Ipnyodplog 6 Oeohdyog meptypdepet

avth ) Svvapn oty Opthia tov mepi Ayiov
Bantiopatog:'Onwg 6 @edg émlace & dvta
¢K TOV W) OVTwy, £Tot kai dvémAaoe Ta OTdp-
xovta évTa.

210 oxoAaouo Tov émi Tig EmoTtolfg
mpog ’E(paoiovq, 0 'Ayloc Twdvvng 6 vacé—
OTOpOG nsplypaq)el mv smépaon TG XdpLtog
oD Oeo0, v q éxapitwoey fuag (E(psc 1:6),
Aéyovtag 6Tt 6 Oedg Evédvoe kai ékdounoe
THY Yoxr pag, kai ty meptéPale ué kdAlog
Kai TV Katéotnoe avTikeipevo TG dyaAid-
oewg Kai ‘rf]c dydm]c Tov».

Aum 1) co@pia Kai aknGaa 1) 6moia oxeTi-
Cetau pé v Beia xapr] Kai elvar ovvSvaopévn
e v mpoowmikn Eumelpio TOV iSiwv kab’
6An M Sidpketa TiG {wiig Twv, Tpoctdwaoe
otovg Tpeig Tepdpxeg v éniyvwon 10D
Svvapkod TG xapttog. Xt Beoloyikr Sta-
TptPr) Tov Iepi tod Ayiov ITvevparog, 6 Aytog
Baoihetog émPefardver i 0 Ayto ITvedpa
«amooTéAel xapn dpkodoa Kai TANPN i

OAOKANPN THY &VOpWTOTNTOY. XTO GXOALATHO
tov £mti TAGEMotoAg pog Oecoalovikeig, O
Ayto¢ Twdvvng 6 Xpvodotopog eEnyel ng o
Oedg pag xapiCet alwvia mapnyopia kai Amida
ayadn did tijg xapttog (Oeo. B’ 2:16). Aéyeu:

"Edv 6 Oedg Edwke Tooadta St TRg XApLTog, Td

peAhovpeva Bé elvat oA meploodTepar. ‘O
XpuodoTopog {NTel dmd TovG AKpoaTEG TOL VA
avakalvyouy T Suvaplkn TAg x&pLtog Héoa
ané ty éAmida kai v dvamavon v omoia
Bwvovy év Xptotd.

‘H xatavonon tiig xapitog kai 6 porog
™G o1 {wr| pag eivat onpavTikdg Aappdavo-
VTG U Syty Téd doa cupPaivovy oTi uépeg
pag oty Kotvwvia. X16 oyXpovo KOOUO [ag
ovvavtovpe ideoloyieg, ol dmoieg auvSvdiouvy
16 Hioog, T Pia, TV apaptia kai 1oV Bdvato
Kai eptéyovy StaotpePAwpéves Amoyelg mepi
¢ avBpwmvng @Ooewg kai TpoopLopod.
Elvat €xdnAo mag avtd té kevrpata kai of
18¢eg dyvoovv 1] Epxovtat o€ dvtiBeon pé v
TPAYHATIKOTNTA TAG XAptTog ToD Oeod kai
TIV HETAHOPPWTIKT) TNG SUVapn. AmoteAodv
plloomactikég oTpePAwoel TOD okomod Kal
Tfig MpoonTIKAG TG avBpwmivig {wiig StoTt
elvat Teleiwg kevég TG Xapttog kal Tig dv-
vapewg tod Ood.

‘O goptaopog pag avtig Tig Eoptig kai
1 étnota avapvnon tig Huépag t@v EANn-
vik@v Ipappdtwv cvykpovetal e avTég Tig
YelTIKeG ideoloyieg AvTiTdooOVTAG TOV Opa-
HoTIopo TG avBpwmivng {wiig ovu@wva pé
TOV TPOOPLOUO TNG, HeTapoppwbeiong dmd
T xapn tod Oeod. Oi TpelgTepapxeg, Baoi-
Aewog, Ipnyodprog kai Twavvng, ovvdvacav
TV éumelpia Twv TAG xdpttog Tod Ao pé )
HOpPWOT, T YADOOa Kai OpLopéveg Ao Tig
DYNAOTATEG HOPPEG AVOPDTILVIG EKPPATEWS.
Mag mpoo@épouvv paptupia Tig Suvapewg
Kol HETAHOPPWOEWG TOV tKAVOTHTWY, TG
SNILOVPYIKOTNTOG KAl TG KATAVON0EWS Hag
nepl Tiig mapEews pag i TG Tapovaoiag
TG XApLTOG, dmokabloTdvTag Tr oxéon pag
pé Tov o, ovvipifovrag T Svvaun Tig
apaptiog kai xapilovtdg pag {wiy, dpBovn
kai alwvia.

Kabwg tipodpe adtods 1006 feyiotovg
npwTaOANTES TG Mo TEWG Hag, dG EopTdoov-
pe €miong T6 povadikd dwpo Tig mapovaoiog
Kal xaptrog tod Oeod. Eibe 1 &pbovn xdpn
Tov vd eivar padi oag kabwg elobe pétoxot
Tiig dyanng Tov péow Tig TioTews, Tiig Aa-
Tpeiag kai TG vnpeciag 016’ Ovopd Tov.

Mé matpikn) év Xplotd aydom,

p A oy

+ 6 Apyeniokomos Apepixiic Anprirpiog
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OHATIKOTNTA peTd SIKAooHVNG Kai KOWVWVIKTG
AAAnAgyyUng.

5.Yno 1ag Tpayikdg TadTag KATaoTAOEL,
Katavoettat 1 tepactia e0BOVN T ExrAnoiag
S v katamoAéunotv TG meivng kai maong
GAANG popiic évieiag év T koopw. Ev Tolodtov
QALVOUEVOV £iG THV EMOXNV HAG, KATA THV OTtolay
ai xopat {ovv 016 KaBeoTWG TAYKOOULOTIO{LE-
vi|G oikovoptiag, brrodnhot v coPapav kpioty
TAVTOTNTOG TOD GLYXPOVOV KOGHOV, SLOTLT| Tretva
ovxi povov ametlel 10 Beiov Swpov TG {wiig
OMokANpwv Aadv, dANG kai Biyel TO peyaleiov
Kai v iepotnTa T0d AvBpwmnivov poowmrov,
ovyxpovws 8¢ mpooPdidet kai tov {Stov TOV
O¢eov. Ad todTo, &v i pépva Sia v idikrv
Hog Tpo@ny eivan Bépa HAKOY, 1) pépipva Sid
TV TpoPry oD cuvavBpwmov pag eivat Bépa
nivevpatikov (lok. 2, 14-18). Anoteel, Emopévwg,
anooToAv G wv 1@V OpBodOEwVEKKANOLOY vé
¢mdeikvoouvy dAANAeyyony Kai vé dpyavwvouy
AmoTENEGHATIKDG TRV Porifeldy Twv oG Tovg
£voeei adehpoug.

6. 'H Ayia 100 Xptotod ExkAnoia v 1@
KaBoAlk® cwpatt avtig, mepikAeiovoa eig
TOUG KOATTOUG avTiG TOAAOVG Aaolg TG YNG,
avadetkvoel Ty dpxnv Tig mavavOpwmivov
AAANAeY YOG kad DooTnpilet Ty otevoTépav
ovvepyaciav Aa@dv Kai Kpat@v mpog eipnvikny
¢milvoy TV Slapop@v.

7. Avnovyiav mpokalel ei¢ TVEkkAnciav 1)
Stapkg av&avopévn EmPoln eig v avBpwmno-
TNTA EVOG KATAVAAWTIKOD TpOTIov {wilg, 6 6T10i0g
OTepEITAUL TOV XPLOTIOVIKOV OOV dEdV. Yo
MV évvotay adThy, O KatavalwTiopdg o0Tog, v
OVVSLACHD HETA TG EKKOOUIKEVUEVNG TIAYKO-
OLOTIO0EWG, Telvel v 68nynon Tovg Aaolg
£lG TNV AnwAELY TOV TVEVUATIKOY KATABOADY
avT@V, €ig TNV OTOPIKNV apvnoiav kai €ig v
MOy t@v tapadocewy.

8. Ta péoa yevikiig Evepwoews ovyl oma-
viwg Tedodv Do TOV ENeyyxov pidg ideohoyiag
@hedevBépag maykooutomotoews Kai obTw
kabiotavtat SiavAot Sladdoewe ToD KaTavalw-
Tlopod kod Thg dvndotnrog. Tdatépay &vn-
ovyiav tpokalodv meptotatikd, kad & n otaolg
EvavTL TV OpnokevTik®y A8V xapaktnpiletat
Sa v ENenyy oePacpod, éviote 8¢ kai Sd PAa-
ognpiay, tpofevodvta Stxaopong kai eeyépoeig
£v10G TiiG Kowvwviag. ‘H EkkAnoia mpoeidomotel
Tatékva adTiig 81 TOV KivSuvov ToD Emnpeacod
TOV oVVeldoewV SId TOV PECWY EVIHEPWOEWG
Kal TAG Xprioews avT®@v ovxi Std Ty TpootyyL-
o TV avBpwnwv Kai TOV Aadv, A& St TV
XELPOYWYNOLY TwV.

9. Eig v mopeiav, fjv Stavbet 1) ExkAnoia,
KnpvTTOVLOA Kal dokoDoa THV CWTNPLOV ATo-
OTOANY avTiG S1d TV dvBpwndTnTa, OAOEV Kal
TOKTIKWTEPOV EPXETAL AVTIUETWTIOG HETA TV
ékpavoewy TG ékkoopkevoews. H ExkAnoia
100 Xplotod kaleltat vd mavadiatvnwon kai
PAVEPWOT] TNV TPOPNTIKNAV HapTupiay TNG €ig
TOV KOOUOV, oTnplopévn &ig Ty éumepiav Tig
nioTewe, OrievOvpilovoa év TadT® kai TV Tpay-
HATIKNY ATOGTOAY adTAG, Otd TAG Katayyeliag
Tiig Baotheiog tod Ogod kai TG kaAiepyeiog ov-
Veldnoewg £vOTNTOg £iG T Toipviov avtic. Obtw,
Stavoiyetat evpv mediov O avtiy, SeSopévov 6t
WG 0VOLAOTIKOV OTOLKEIOV TRG EKKANCLOAOYIKTG
g Sdaokaliag mpoPaAlel gig TOV Sieomacyé-
VOV KOOUOV THV €0XApPLOTIaKNAV Kovwviay kai
£votnra.

10. ‘O 160og TAg ovvexods adénoewg TAg
evnuepiag kol 1 dUETPOG KATAVAAWOLG dvamo-
@evkTwg OdNyodV &ig TV Suoavdloyov xpiioy
Kal THY €EavTAnowy 1@V Quok®dv topwv. 'H
SnpovpynBeioa HTO TOod oD KTiolG, 1) OMoia
£800n eic tov dvBpwnov *épydleoba kai pu-
Adooew’ avtiy (mpPA. Tev. 2.15), bgloTatat Tag
ovvemeiag Tiig apaptiog Tod avBpwmov: «Tjj yap
UaTaUdTHTIL 1) KTIOWG VTIETdyn, 00y Ekovoa, dANK Sudk
10V vmotddavta, én’ ENiSL ST1 kel avTh) 1 KTiONG
ELevOepwOrjoeTau & Tiig SovAeing 17 pBopa €ig
v édevbepiav Tijs 86&nG T@V Tékvwy ToD OcoD.
OiSapev yap 611 maow 1 ktiowg ovotevader kol
ovvwdiver dypt o0 viv» (Pop. 8.20-22).

‘H oikohoyikn kpiotg, 1| Omoia ovvdéetal
TIPOG TAG KAHATOAOYIKAG ANy dG Kak Trv OTtep-
Oéppavoty Tod TAaVTOV, KABLoTY ETUTAKTIKOV TO
xpéog tiig ExkAnoiag 8w cupBdaAn, Sid t@v &ig
MV S1dBeaty avTiG TVELHATIKOV HECWY, €iG TV
npootaciav Ti¢ Snpovpyiog Tod Ogod ék TOV ov-
vemeldv g avBpwmivng dminotiag. H dmAnotia
St v ikavomoinoty T@v HAKDY dvayk®v 08nyel
£lG THV TTVeLPATIKIY TTTWXEVOLY ToD AvBpwrov Kkai
€i¢ TNV kataotpoPrv Tod TEpPaAlovTog.

Aév mpémel v& Anopovijtat 6Tt 6 Quotkog
TA0DTOG TR VG 8¢V elvau eplovaia ToD avBpd-
7oV, dAANG T0D Anpovpyod : «Tod Kupiov 1 yif
Kl T0 AP KUTHG, 1] 0iKOVUEVH Kol TTAVTES
oi katokotvTes év avtip» (Yahp. 23,1). Oltwg,
1) OpB68o&og ExkAnoia tovifel v mpootaciav
i Snpovpyiag Tod Oeod did TG kaAAiepyeiag
TG VOOV TOD dvBpwmov EvavTi Tob Be0odoTov
nepIPaAlovTog kai Sid Tig TpoBoAilg TV dpeTdv
TG OAtyapkeiag kai TG éykparteiag. Ogeilopev
vd évOvpwpeda 5TL oL uovov ai onpepvai, AANG
kai ai peAdovTtikai yeveai €xovv dikaiwpa émi
TOV QUOIKOV dyad®v, Ta Omola pag éxaptoey O
Anpovpydg.

11. At v OpB68ofov ExkAnaiay, 1 ixa-
VOTNG TPOG EMOTNHOVIKNY Epevvay ToD KOGUOV

[EPA JYNAZIE TON TIPOKAGHMENQN TON 0POOAOZ(N ERKAHEION

P Zedida 15

Kai oLAAeLToLpyOVVTWYV TOV MakaplwTdtwy
IMpoxaBnuévwy kai apxNy®@V TOV AVTITPO-
cwnel@v T@v OpBodofwv ExkAnotwv mAnv
ToD €mi kKeQPAARG TAG AVTIMIpOsWTELAG TNG
"EkkAnoiag Avtioxeiag.

Katd v Zovady, té pén avtiis, «dAy-
Oebovtes év dydmy» KATA TO ATOOTOMKOV
(Egeo. 4, 15), dieliyayov tdg épyaciag twv
év mvebpatt opovoliag kai katavoroews. Ot
[TpokaOrjpevor énefePaiwoav v dndogacty
adt@v va ovykAnOf 1 Ayia kai Meydln
Ybvodog. Abtn B4 mpaypatomomndi eig trv
‘OpBodoov Axkadnuiav tig Kpritng and 16n¢
£wg 27" Tovviov 2016. Entl 1@ okom® tovTw
ol ITpokaBrpevol Tamevdg émkcalodvtat THv
Xapwv kai evdoyiav 00 Tpradikod Oeod kai
éx{nrodv tag Beppag mpooevxds Tod TAnpwa-
106 TG ExkAnoiog, kAnpk@v kol Aaik@v, kotd
v nepiodov v 6dnyodoav mpog Ty Ayiav
kai Meydhnv Zovodov kai katé trv Stdpketav
TOV £pYactdv aOTRG.

Ta émonpuwg éykplBévta Bépata mpog
vroPoAny eig v Ayiav kai Meydny Zovodov
Kai vioBétnow VI adTig, elvat: 1) dMooTOAN
¢ OpBoddEovExxAnaiag eig Tov abyxpovov
KOO0V, 1 OpBddotog Alaomopd, 6 Avtdvo-
HoV Kai 6 TPOTIOG AvaknpvEews avTov, TO po-
oTipLoV ToD yapov Kai té kwAvpata adtod, 1

onovdatdTng TG voTeiag kai 1) Tpnotg adThg
onuepoy, axéoels tig OpBodofov ExkAnoiag
TPOG TOV OOV XPLOTIAVIKOV KOOUOV. ATo-
@aoet Twv [Tpokabnuévwy 6ha ta £ykpldévta
Kkeipeva 0 dnpootevBodv.

Ot ITpokaBnpevol anepdoioayv £miong
v ovotacwy IavopBodofov Ipappateiag,
TOV KAVOVIGHOV AetTovpyiag Tig Zuvodov, TRV
ovppetoxnv £tepodotwv Iapatnpntdv Kotd
v évap&v kai Ay T@v €pyactdv, kai v
KaAvY v T@V Samav@v Tig Zvvodou.

IIpoottt, of TIpokaBrpevol ¢&éppacav
MV othpEy adT@V TPOG TOVG SIWKOUEVOLG
Xplotiavodg ¢ Méong AvatoAig kai Thv
ovvexopevy dywviav twv Sid Ty dnayw-
ynv t@v 8o Mntpomohtdv, ITavAov Yazigi
to0 Iatplapyeiov Avtioxeiag kal Ipnyopiov
Yohanna Ibrahim tfjq Zvpoilakwpfirikiig
"ExkAnotag.

Ai ¢pyaociat Mg Zvvd&ews EAnEav 6
gomépag TG Tetaptng, 27" Tavovapiov 2016,
HE TOV KATAANKTAPLOV XatpeTopov Tod Ipo-
¢dpov avtiig Iavaywtarov Oikovpevikod
[atpiapyov BapBolopaiov.

Ev 179 OpBodoéw Kévipw

700 Oikovuevikod Iatpiapyeiov
év Xaume(v Ievevns,

7] 27" Tavovapiov 2016

Ex 17¢ Ipappareiog ijs Tepig Zvvidew.

anotelel Bedadotov Swpov eig TOV dvBpwmov.
ZuyXpovws SUwg TPOG AvTHV THV KATAQPAOLY,
1 'ExkAnoia émonuaivet tovg kivdvvoug, ol
omoloL LToKPLTTTOVTAL EiG TV XPTOLY WPLoUEVWV
£MOTNHOVIKOV EMTELYHATWY. Oewpel OTL 6 Emi-
oWy elvat pév EAevBepog va Epeuvd, AANS kai
St dgeilel vd StakdmTy TV Epevvdv Tov, GTav
napapdwvtat Pactkai xprotiavikai kai avOpw-
motkal dpxad: “TIkvre pot é€eotiv, GAL” 00 mévTar
ovupéper’ (A" Kop. 6, 12) kai *To kKaAdv o0 kaldv,
Stav pi kah@g yivital® (Ipnyopiov 100 Ogolo-
yov, Adyog @eoloykog A’, 4, PG 36, 16 C).'H
0¢01g abtn tiig ExkkAnoiag dmodeucvietat moA-
AarmAd¢ dmapaitntog Sia Ty Opbry Optobétnoty
MG eAevBepiag kai v d&lomoinoy TV Kapmdv
TG €MOTAUNG, €ig TAVTAG 0XESOV TOVG TOELG
Mg 6moiag, idia 8¢ tiig Prodoyiag, dvapévovTat
véa émitedypata, aANG kai kivsuvol 'Ev tavtd,
voypappifopev Ty dvaplopriTntov iepdTnTa
Tig avBpwtivig {wiig &mo Tig CVAAYEewS péxpt
0D puokod Bavarov.

12. Katd td tedevtaia £tn, maparnpeital
AApatdng dvantuig eig tag flogmotnpag Kai
eig v ouvdedepévny pé avtdg Plotexvoloyiav,
TOAG émuTevypata TV Omoiwy Bewpodvtat edep-
yeTikd 51 Tov avOpwmov, EAa Snovpyodv noL-
Kd StAnpparta, Ev dAa kpivovTatl dmoppurtéa.

‘H'OpB6d0&ocExkAnaia miotevet 6116 &vBpwmog

§év elvat Amlodv oOVoloV KUTTApwY, i0T@V Kai
opyavev, obte kai mpoodiopiletat povov amd
Brohoykoig mapdyovtag. O &vBpwmog dmotelel
Snpodpynua kot eikéva Oeod” (Tev. 1, 27) kai
0 pémel 1) dvagpopd gig adTOV va yiviTal L TOV
Sdéovta oePacpodv.

‘H dvayvwpiolg tiig Oepediwdovg adtiig
apxiig 00Nyl €ig 10 cupmépacpia GTL TOGOV KATA
TV émotnuovikiv &pegvvay, doov Kai katd TV
TPAKTIKAV EQAPLOYTIV TOV VEWV AVaKaALYewV
Kai épevpéocewy, d¢ov Omwg Staguhdoontat T
anoivtov Sikaiwpa kabe AvBpwmov vé dmolavn
oePaopod kai T eig v otddov Ti¢ {wiig
Tov, kabwg kai 1 PovANCIg ToD Ood, G abtn
¢pavepwdn katd v Snuovpyiav. H &pevva
nip€mel v AapPdvn 01’ Syty TG Tag nodg Kai
TIVEDHATIKAG ApXAG Kol Td XptoTiavikd Oéopua.
Anapaitntog oeacpog déov va émdencvonTat kad
&i¢ SAnv v Anuovpyiav tod Oeod TOoOV kAT
v Xpiotv avtig V1o T avBpwmnov, Goov kai
Katd THY €peuvay, CUUPOVWE TIPS THV EVTOANV
100 @€0D PG avtov (Tev. 2, 15).

13. Katd Tovg XpOvovg ToUTOvG TiG €KKO-
OpKeLOEWG, IStaTépws TPoBAarAet 1) dvdykn,
Smwg ¢5apf 1) onpaoia g dylotnTog TOO Piov,
£v 8yel TG TVELPATIKRAG Kpioews, 1) OTola Xapa-
KTNpieL 1oV ohyxpovov ToATIoUOV.

H napavonoig tig Elevbepiog wg ElevOept-
oTNTOG O8Nyl £ig THv abEnoty TG EYKANUATIKO-
TNTOG, THV KATAGTPOPNV kai TV PefrAwoty Tdv
oefaopdtwy, v EEdlenyty Tod oePacpod Tpog
MV éAevBepiav Tod mAnoiov kai Ty iepdTnTa Tiig
{wig. H'OpB6S0tog Iapadoots, Siapopewbdeioa
Sua g Puwoewg év Tf) Tpakel TV XPLOTIAVIKOV
AAnBel@v, elval QopeDs TVELPATIKOTNTOG Kai
aoxntikod fBovg, 6 dmolov déov va ¢EapOf
kai TpoPAnOf SAwg idtautépwg Katé Ty EmoxnVy
NUOV.

14. 'H &idikf} motpavtikn pépiuva tig

"ExkAnoiag mpdg todg véovg Tuyxavet Stapkng

Kai dpetdntwtog S v év Xplotd Samouda-
Ywynoitv Twv. ADTOVONTOG TUYXAVEL T} TTPOEKTAOIG
Tiig motpavTikig evBVvng TG ExxkAnotag kai &ig
oV Bedadotov Beopdv ThG oikoyeveiag, fTig
aeimote kai amapoutnTwg 0Tnpixdn eic T iepov
HLOTNPLOV TOD XPLOTLAVIKOD YAHOV, 1G EVDTEWS
avpog kai yuvaikog, 1) Omoia gikoviet T Evwory
to0 Xplotod kai TR EkkAnoiag Tov (E¢. 5,32).
Tovto kabiotatat émikalpov, &v Syet pdAoTa kai
ATOTELP@V VOLHOTIOOEWG £l XWPag TIvAG Kai
Beoloyikiig Oepeiwoewg elg XpLOTIOVIKAG TIVAG
KOWVOTNTAG, LOPPDY OVUBL0OEWG, AvTITIOEUEVWY
el TV xplotiavikny tapddootv kai Sidackaiay.

15. Eig v obyxpovov émoxnyv kai deinote,
1) TPOPNTIKY Kol IOV TIKY @w Vi TS ExkAnoiag
amevBvvetau eig Vv kapdiav o0 dvOpwmov kai
KaAel avtov, petd Tod amootolov TTavAov, fva
évotepviodi] kai Puoon «doa éotiv dAndi, dou
oeuvéd, doa Sikaua, oo kyvd, Soa IPoo@iAT, Son
ebonua» (O 4,8), Ty BvotaoTtikny aydmny
to0 'Eotavpwpévov Kvpiov tng, Thv pnovny
6806V PG Eva kKOGUOV Eiprvng, StkatoovvNg,
E\evBepiag kai dydmng petakd t@v &vBpwnwy
Kai TV Aadv.

KOG

Eoprn Ayiov Baotkeiov
kat Neov Erouc
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kal Tepapx@v, 6 Iavayuwtatog mpooépepe
nvevpatikn kabodrynon péoa ano i fabeid
nioTn Tov 0TOV B€d Kai TV dQociwon Tov
016 9éAnua Tov.

IIpocé@epe GTOPYLKT TOLHAVTIKT TyETia
and v Plopatikn unepia Tov kai TV
KATavonor Tov Tig Suvapews Tig Xapttog
ToD Oeod.

XelpioOnke pé émde&iotnta cofapd
{ntipata AvtA@vtag amd v peyaln Oe-
ohoytkr Kai Aettovpykr] KAnpovoptd Tig
‘0OpB0odoEov XploTIAVIKAG THOTEWS HAG.

‘O Oikovpevikdg Iatplapyng Hag k..
BapBolopaiog 60nynoe kai ovveyilet va
08nyf tovg MoTovG AvA TOV KOOUO OTHV
npocpopd dAnbodg paptupiog Tiig evAoyn-
pévng Lwfig év Xptotd kai Ti¢ Staypovikig
¢Amtidog 1) omoia Paciletar oTic Vooyéoelg
Tob Oeod.

Aokalovpe kai evxaplotodpe TOV Oeod
yt& v dvtwg dmooTtolikn Stakovia Tod
Otkovpevikod ITatpiapyov pag. Tov edya-
plotodpe, £miong, yid dleg tic mpoogopég
@V Tepapx®v, tod KArjpov kai tod Aaod
OTHV AVTILETOTILON TOV Avayk®dV Kai TV
vnootnpEn tod épyov tod Iavaywtdrtov
kal Tod Oikovpevikod ITatplapyeiov.

‘H npoogopd adtr katéotn Heyan
ovpporr ot Stadoon tod Evayyediov, otrv
vnootpiEn Tig Bpnokevtikis éAevbepiac,
OTHV MPOoQopd mvevpatikiis kabodnyn-
oewg €mi meptBallovTik@v {ntnuatwy kai
ot Pondeta avBpwnwv mov (odv Yo TO
KaBeo TG EMELYOLODV AvayKDV.

‘H Swakovia kai flyeoia tod Mavayiw-
Tdtov avtikatontpilel TV oTopyn Kai Ty
nioTn Vv Omoia énédee 6 Méyag Baoilet-
0¢. Avtikatomntpilel, miong, v paptupia
TAG dyamnuévng pag Axadnuiag tod Ayilov
Baotheiov.

Yo v fiyeoia T homtwyov ASeA-
@otntog Kupltdv xal T@V TOMKOV Ta-
papTnudtwv TG, ovvexiovpe v €Tnota
napadoon TG Nuépag adTig kai OAOKANpov
Tod unvog Tavovapiov va mpoopépovye
npocevyes kal ot piEn o avth M Stakovia.

KaBe fipépa 10D £€tovg oi evepyéteg, ol
StevBuvTtég kai 16 Tpoowmkd TG Akadnui-
ag KaAOTITOVV TiG Avdykeg TOV Tadtdv kai
¢enPwv ol omoiot Exovv dvdykn &nd dyann,
kabodnynon kai v Bepamevtikry Svvapn
Tfig mioTewg.

Avtn 1) CwTikfig onpaciag Stakovia
vnootnpiletal éni éEnvra kai mAéov Etn dnd
v Ddmtwyo Adedpotnta Kuptwv id tijg
¢tnoiag komiig TA¢ Baolomtrag.

a6 {t@ va poo@épete yevvatodwpa
pali pé tic mpooevyég oag oty Akadnpuia
o0 Ayiov Baoi\eiov.

v komr| kai v Stavopr| Tiig Baot-
Nomttag oty apxn tod Néov avtod Etovg
dg mpoo@épovpe miong Ti¢ mpooevXEg Kai
othpt&r pog otov Mavayuwtato Oikovpeviko
Toatpapyn pag k.. BapBoAopaio kat &g tod
evxnBodpe mhelota dxopn €tn mOTAG Kai
apootwpévng Stakoviag 616 Xptoto kai trv
"ExxAnoia Tov.

Eife 0 xabévag and odg kal oi oikoyé-
velég oag va €xete Tig evhoyieg Tod Kupiov
pag yta gipnvn, dyeia kai M SvvatdotnTa
va potpdleaBe 1 Svvapn tig mioTews oTN
Stapreta OAOKANpov Tod Néov Etovg.

Meté matpixiis &ydmns év Xplotd,

+ 6 Apyeniokomos Apepixiic Anpritpiog



JANUARY 2016

B by Anna Dounelis

NEWYORK - The Direct Archdiocesan
District Federation of Greek Orthodox
Church Musicians’ annual conference
attendees represented states from coast-
to-coast and several regional choir federa-
tions.

In addition to members from through-
out the Direct Archdiocesan District,
church musicians from six other federa-
tions traveled from the following states
to participate in the Nov. 13-15 gathering:
California, Colorado, Indiana, Kansas,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey,
North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Texas
and Utah. Notable guests included Maria
Keritsis, chairman of the National Forum
of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians,
and Vicki Pappas, president of the Mid-
Eastern Federation, Paul Mavromihalis,
Eastern Federation president; and former
South-Eastern Federation President Lucy
Pappadakas.

Presvytera Stacey Dorrance and Chry-
santhy Therianos, of the nationally known
music trio EIKONA conducted interesting
and educational workshops at Annuncia-
tion Church, on Manhattan’s Upper West
Side, which hosted the conference.

Keynote speaker was Archon Dr.
Tikey A. Zes, a pillar of Greek Orthodox
Liturgical Music and director of the St.
Nicholas Choir in San Jose, Calif. One
weekend highlight was a dinner cruise
around Manhattan.

The Hierarchical Divine Liturgy on
Conference Sunday was celebrated by
Bishop Andonios of Phasiane, Archdio-
cese of America and Direct Archdiocesan
District chancellor, assisted by Fr. Chrys-
ostomos Gilbert of Annunciation Church
and the local federation’s spiritual advisor;

“The film’s
ethereal visuals
provided the
backdrop to
personal, often
emotional
interviews
about what
iconography

means to faith.”

ORTHODOX OBSERVER

CHOIR NOTES

'Dlréct *Archdlocesan
Dlstrlct Church Mu5|C|ans-HoId£31 5t Conf

Senior Choir photo by Chrissi Nicholas / Youth
Choir photo by Stephanie Pavlidis.

Fr. Chrysostomos Panos and Deacon Pan-
agiotis Papazafiropoulos.

Dr. James Maniatis, choir director
at the Assumption Cathedral in Denver,
conducted the Conference Choir, accom-
panied on the organ by his wife, Connie
Maniatis.

Leah Pappas Monias of Holy Trinity
Church in Hicksville, N.Y, directed the
Great Doxology arranged by her late fa-
ther, Demetrios C. Pappas.

Youth Choir directors Georgia
Kaufman and Eleni Rodopoulos Kaufman

[> to page 27
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“Anyone who
walks into our
church for the
first time
is literally
mesmerized
by the beauty
of what we
have done

here.”
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Discover the art of belief.

PISTEVO “I Believe” depicts the journey of a Greek Orthodox Christian community
to bring iconography to their church.

YOU WILL BE INSPIRED. YOU WILL BE MOVED. DO NOT MISS THIS EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE.

To view the documentary, please visit www.theartofbelief.org
©PISTEVO LLC MARK BRODIE, pIReCTOR; TARYN GRIMES-HERBERT, PRODUCER/WRITER; MICHAEL PSARQS, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
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CHURCH HISTORY

Fires Plague Church from Early 20
Century, including NY Cathedral

-by William H. Samonides, Ph.D.

In recent months, as Orthodox
Observerreaders are aware, there have
been fires at several of our parishes.
Historically, this is not unusual. Almost
every older parish has experienced at
least one fire, and some - like the An-

nunciation in Woburn, Mass., — have
had multiple blazes (1923, 1926, and
1950).

Sometimes there was minimal
impact. The fire in April 1944 at St.
George’s in Springfield, Mass., caused
no structural damage, though the in-
terior had to be refurbished. Others
destroyed churches, like the fires at the
Sts. Constantine and Helen parish in
Chicago in April 1926 and at the parish
of the same name in Richmond, Va., in
October 1957.

Perhaps the most spectacular of
these catastrophic fires occurred in
Manhattan 89 years ago this month.
On Tuesday, Jan. 18, 1927, the Holy
Trinity Archdiocesan Cathedral at 153
East 72nd Street, between Lexington
and Park Avenues, was completely de-
stroyed by a five-alarm fire. One of the
finest churches in America, the build-
ing had served the parish since April 3,
1904, when the first Divine Liturgy was
celebrated on Holy Monday.

The Gothic-style structure had
originally been designed and built as
the home of St. James Episcopal Church
in 1869 by James Renwick, Jr., who is
best known as the architect of St. Pat-
rick’s Cathedral in New York and the
Castle at the Smithsonian Institution
in Washington.

The 1927 conflagration at Holy
Trinity was not the first. In March 1906,
a fire had damaged the iconography
and the floor of the nave.

The church was redecorated, but
the result did not suit Fr. Methodios
Kourkoulis, who served there from
1904 until his death in 1941. Under
his direction, the church, which was
elevated to cathedral status after the
establishment of the Archdiocese in
1922, underwent a major redecoration.
Sparta native Theodore Tsavalas arrived
in America in 1911 and started work on
the project.

He was very skilled, as his surviv-
ing portrait of Fr. Kourkoulis demon-
strates. He would continue working for
over a decade, but all the results of his
labor were destroyed in the 1927 fire.

The blaze started shortly before
1 a.m.on a cold winter night, spread-
ing so quickly that the interior of the
cathedral was gutted almost before the
firemen arrived.

Although partially obscured by the
city high-rises, the fire was visible from
blocks away and attracted an estimated
5,000 spectators. The greatest chal-
lenge for firefighters was to keep the
flames from spreading to the nearby
apartment houses in the fashionable
Upper East Side neighborhood.

The firemen were also concerned
that the gasoline and other flammables
stored in the many garages along the
street behind the Cathedral could ig-
nite and cause dangerous explosions.

The night of Jan. 17-18 was unusu-
ally hectic for New York City firemen.

In addition to the Holy Trinity fire,
there were several lesser blazes scat-

tered about the city. Coincidentally,
the National Association of Fire Chiefs
was having its annual banquet at the
Hotel Roosevelt a few dozen blocks
south of the fire.

The fire chiefs raced to the scene to
watch New York firefighters in action,
and the department put on a show for
their eminent visitors. More than a
hundred firemen were summoned to
fight the blaze.

Dozens of fire engines were spread
over four city blocks, with many of
them coupled on one line of hose
to provide enough pressure to carry
the water to the heights of the fire.
After two hours of frenetic activity, the
flames, though not extinguished, were
brought under control.

The majestic, three-story, 19" cen-
tury church with its towering steeple
were a total loss.

The fire also consumed the top
four floors of the eight-story apartment
house next door. The furnishings of the
people living on the floors below were
completely ruined by smoke and water.

In all, 16 prominent families were
made homeless by the fire. Five chil-
dren suffered from smoke inhalation,
but no one else was injured at the fire
itself.

Four others were hurt — one criti-
cally — when the deputy fire chief, who
was speeding to the scene of the fire,
struck two vehicles.

Damage to the building and the
apartment house next door was esti-
mated at a half million dollars (over
$6.5 million in 2015 dollars). Many ir-
replaceable objects were lost. The fire
did not, however, deter the Orthodox
faithful.

The following Sunday, Holy Trinity
parishioners met for services on sched-
ule across town at their sister parish,
St. Eleftherios.

After the stock market crash of Oc-
tober 1929, property in the city became
available at bargain prices.

In November 1930, property locat-
ed at 337 East 74" St., was purchased.

This turned out to be a controver-
sial move. The property was only three
blocks east, but the neighborhood was
considered much less desirable.

Although funds were available, the
church was not immediately rebuilt. As
a result, Athenagoras was enthroned as
Archbishop of the Church in America
on Feb. 16, 1931, at St. Eleftherios.

On Sept. 16, 1932, the Archbishop
laid the cornerstone of the new build-
ing.

Gov. Franklin Roosevelt was rep-
resented by his wife Eleanor who, on
behalf of the governor and the people
of the State of New York, offered greet-
ings to several hundred parishioners
who attended the ceremony.

After years of delay, construction
proceeded at a rapid pace and was
completed within a few months.

On Oct. 22, 1933, the structure was
consecrated by Archbishop Athenago-
ras, who proclaimed it “The Cathedral
of all Hellenism in America.”

It has served the Archdiocese for
82 years and has been the site where
archbishops are enthroned, from
Archbishop Michael on Dec. 18, 1949
to Archbishop Demetrios on Sept. 18,
1999.
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PARISH PROFILE

Faithful Persevere through Good and Bad Times

PARISH profile

Name: t. John Greek Orthodox Church
Location: Youngstown, Ohio,
Metropolis of Pittsburgh

Founded: 1915

Clergy: Fr. Thomas Constantine

( Holy Cross 82)

Size: About 200 families

Web: www.stjohnboardman.org
E-mail: stjohnboardman(@yahoo.org
Noteworthy: Parish recently observed
its centennial

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio — For about
150 years, this city located midway
between Pittsburgh and Cleveland,
and halfway between New York and
Chicago, lay in the heart of what was
called the “steel belt” that stretched
from Pittsburgh to Chicago.

The steel industry is what drew the
first Greek immigrants to this part of
northeastern Ohio, 10 miles from the
Pennsylvania border, that originally was
settled by people from Connecticut, of
which it was part of in the late 1700s.

Since the mid-1970s, however, with
the loss of 40,000 manufacturing jobs,
$414 million in personal income and
400 businesses, the area since became
part of the “Rust Belt,” as the entire
region is now known.

Beginning in the 1880s, Greeks
from the mainland and Asia Minor ar-
rived because they heard the streets
“were paved with gold” according to a
parish history. Other groups attracted
by the booming economy in large num-
bers included Italians, Eastern Europe-
ans, Irish, Germans and, later, African
Americans and Hispanics.

In 1906, nine years before the
founding of the parish, the first Greek
Orthodox wedding took place in
Youngstown between James Chelekis,
who figured prominently in the begin-
nings of the church, and Anna Constas
of Martins Ferry, Ohio. A priest from
Chicago, Fr. Lacraceas Mandates, offici-
ated. The Youngstown Vindicator news-
paper reported that the festivities lasted
several days, the parish history noted.

Then, on Dec. 15, 1915, six immi-
grants, including Chelekis, his brother,
George “Bill” Chelekis, and others met
to plan the church. A 15-member com-
mittee named Antonios Glaros as the
first president, drafted a constitution
and applied for a state charter that was
granted on April 13, 1916.

The community rented space in the
YMCA building Feb. 17, 1916 to a cha-
pel. Fr. Neophytos Josepheos became
the first priest. The parish received the
name St. John the Forerunner from
John Bombolis, “godfather” of the
church. The congregation soon moved
to another rented downtown location.

A women’s philanthropic society,
“The Three Hierarchs,” was founded the
same month. It evolved into the local
Philoptochos chapter in 1956.

i ke

St. John Church photo

ST. JOHN GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

A building committee in April
1917 began planning a Byzantine-style
church and purchased a vacant lot for
$18,000 and two houses. Archbishop
Alexander of Rodostolou laid the
cornerstone in 1920. The church was
completed in six months at a cost of
$53,000 and the first liturgy took place
on Dec. 9, 1920.

Greek and Sunday schools were
organized in the late 1920s and ‘30s.

The community faced a large debt
of 843,000 during the Great Depression
which was raised by large contributions
from contributors. Fund-raisers became
a regular occurrence. On March 13,
1940, one of the more unusual fund-
raisers took place when world famous
professional wrestler Jim Londos pro-
moted a successful wrestling match to
benefit the church.

Following World War II, the parish
experienced a large increase in mem-
bership and plans were discussed made
for a new church in the late 1950s.

By the early 1960s the community
decided to relocate to Boardman, an
adjacent suburb south of the city.
Meanwhile, the city, now having about
67,000 residents, lost 60 percent of its
population during that period because
of a soaring crime rate and the loss of
jobs.

On Dec. 20, 1964, Fr. Isaiah Chro-
nopoulos became the church’s 23rd
pastor in 50 years. Plans to build a new
church, the current house of worship,
moved to the construction state with
groundbreaking taking place July 17,
1965. The cornerstone was laid in July
1966 by Bishop Meletios of South Amer-
ica (former Youngstown resident and
cantor Michael Diakandreou). The new
church opened in 1966 with Bishop
Gerasimos officiating the thyranoixia,
assisted by Fr. Isaiah.

On Thanksgiving Day, 1969, Arch-
bishop Iakovos presided at the conse-
cration.

During Fr. Isaiah’s tenure, the first
senior citizen group was founded. In
1971, he was tasked by Archbishop
Iakovos to become dean of students at
Holy Cross School of Theology. Eventu-
ally he was elevated to Bishop Isaiah of
Aspendos, becoming chancellor of the
Archdiocese, then to his current posi-
tion as Metropolitan of Denver.

The community established an

outdoor glendi in 1980 that eventually
became the Greek festival, now one of
the church’s major revenue sources
along with stewardship.

Over the years, boys basketball
teams, annual golf tournaments, the
establishment of AHEPA apartments
and a Winterfest have been among the
highlights of parish activities and ac-
complishments. The Winterfest fund-
raiser features Greek cuisine, pastries
prepared by Philoptochos, music and
dancing.

Fr. Constantine was assigned to
St. John Church on April 11, 2003, as
interim pastor and became permanent
priest on May 1. Among his accomplish-
ments, he began a weekly “Coffee with
Father” and “Speaker of the Month”
program, and Lenten-related activities.

As part of the observance of Ohio’s
bicentennial in 2004, the parish coun-
cil donated to the Cleisthenes Project
which enabled busts of Greek philoso-
phers to be installed in the legislative
chambers of the state Capitol in Co-
lumbus.

Fr. Tom said his parish consists of a
few immigrants, but is mostly American
born with a few converts, a mix of el-
derly and some younger members. Con-
siderable change has come about over
the years because of the city’s significant
loss of population. “The community has
gotten older,” he said. “We’re trying but
struggling while the city population has
been going the other way.”

He describes his membership as
“very, very dedicated parishioners with

a love for the church.” Many are in-
volved with outreach programs to the to
the greater community through feeding
the hungry programs, including a soup
kitchen, cooking turkeys and providing
free meals on Thanksgiving at the Salva-
tion Army and others.

Through the Orthodox Christian
Fellowship, Fr. Tom provides outreach
to college students at Youngstown State
University.

Bible studies, Lenten programs that
include speakers and a very successful
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
are all part of the parish ministries.
Several young people in the Oratorical
Festival have gone on to Metropolis and
National competition in the festival.

With the presence of about 12
other Orthodox Christian churches in
the area, of various jurisdictions, and
the other Greek Orthodox Church in
Youngstown, St. Nicholas, and the
Campbell parish of Archangel Michael
of St. John’s parishioners take part in
various pan Orthodox events, especially
during Lent.

Also during Lent, a Seafood Fest
consisting of a fish fry and Greek food
takes place each Friday.

Fr. Tom also participates in the lo-
cal Clergy Association organization. “It
is our main service to the general public
and it draws a lot of people from all over
the area,” he said.

Originally from Baltimore, Fr. Tom
has served parishes in Virginia and in
the Atlanta and Detroit metropolises
before coming to Youngstown.

The father of nine, including five
boys, several of his children have either
completed or are currently enrolled at
HCHC.

In 2013, Eleftherios was ordained
to the diaconate at St. John’s by Met-
ropolitan Savas of Pittsburgh. He cur-
rently serves as Archbishop Demetrios’
deacon.

A daughter, Angeliki, is a recent
graduate of the school and works in the
Department of Religious Education. An-
other son, Demetrios, currently attends
the school of theology. Another daugh-
ter, Maria, is married to Fr. Michael
Gavrilos of St. Paul’s Church in North
Royalton, Ohio. Another son, Antonios,
attends Hellenic College.

Fr. Tom describes the most difficult
part of his ministry as trying to compete
with the secularization of the world. It’s
hard trying to keep people interested
and attending church faithfully.”

— Compiled by Jim Golding

Orthodox Observer Supporters
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Applications Accepted
for Agris Scholarships

BOSTON - Angela Christoforos, a Sa-
lem, Mass.-native and Time Warner Cable
news reporter in Buffalo, N.Y., recently
credited the financial backing and commu-
nity support she received from the Agris
Journalism Scholarships as being critical
to her success in this challenging field.

“As an up and coming broadcast
journalist, being chosen as a recipient of
the Peter Agris Memorial Scholarship was
a rewarding pat on the back and a confi-
dence building nudge forward to start my
career. It is an honor to be recognized for
both my work as a journalist and my Greek
heritage,” she said.

Christoforos, an award winning
journalist, was recognized by the Maine
Association of Broadcasters for a 5-part
series on Autism Awareness. A graduate
of Suffolk University, she interned and
worked at NBC affiliate WHDH-TV and
New England Cable News before scoring a
spot as morning news anchor and reporter
at WAGM-TV in Maine.

Over the past 24 years, some $500,000
has been awarded to more than 100 out-
standing young Greek American commu-
nications professionals through the Alpha
Omega Council of New England and the
Agris family.

Comprised of leading professionals
of Hellenic ancestry, The Alpha Omega
Council annually honors its late founder,
also the founder and publisher of The Hel-
lenic Chronicle, for 50 years the premier
Greek American national English-language

weekly newspaper in this country.

Agris was an Archon of the Greek
Orthodox Church, trustee of Hellenic
College/Holy Cross School of Theology,
Anatolia College, The American College
of Greece and an Ahepan.

Six $5,000 non-renewable scholar-
ships will be presented in June at the
Alpha Omega Council’s annual Lifetime
Achievement Award Dinner, during which
time a noted individual will be recognized
for contributions to Hellenic and Ortho-
dox ideals.

Prerequisites for the scholarship
include: Greek American heritage; U.S.
citizenship; current full-time enrollment
as a journalism or communications major
at the graduate or undergraduate level
in an accredited college or university in
the United States; active participation in
school, community, church organizations;
a minimum of a 3.0 GPA and demon-
strated financial need.

Interested candidates should visit
www.alphaomegacouncil.org or write to:
The Peter Agris Memorial Scholarships
Committee, c/o Nancy Agris Savage, 9
Nonesuch Drive, Natick, MA 01760. Ques-
tions may be directed to nancyasavage@
gmail.com.

Applications, transcripts, required
essay and any published work that might
enhance the application must be returned
by email to nancyasavage@gmail.com,
or by mail to the above address, no later
than March 1.
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Alice in Wonderland... Spiritually Speaking

[ by Fr. Stephen Powley

As a prison chaplain I was responsible
for teaching a pre-release program for men
who would be getting out of prison soon.
One of the important lessons had to do
with who they saw themselves as when
they looked in the mirror and what was
the goal for their lives five years from now.
They were challenged to apply this to both
their spiritual life and their work life. I invite
you to listen in to this session and make
applications for your own life.

In that timeless tale, “Alice in Wonder-
land,” Alice meets up with two strange char-
acters who ask her very pointed questions.
Their questions and Alice’s answers give us
food for spiritual thought. First, Alice meets
up with the Great Caterpillar, sitting on a
mushroom, smoking a hookah.

“Who...are... you?” he asks Alice. Alice
answers, “L... I hardly know, sir, just at the
present... at least I know who I was when I
got up this morning. But I think I must have
been changed several times since then.”

When it comes to our spiritual lives, it
would do us all good to look in the mirror
and ask: “Who... are... you?” If our answer
sounds a great deal like Alice’s, then it
should be a warning to us. If we cannot
answer this question in a matter of fact way,
then it would suggest that our spiritual life
is not where it ought to be.

We’ve all heard the term “Sunday
Christian.” That’s someone who has one
spiritual identity on Sundays (at Church),
another Monday through Friday, and per-
haps even another on Saturday night.

This sounds like spiritual schizophre-
nia, yet there are many, many people living
just such spiritual lives and thinking that it is
normal. It is most definitely not normal, nor
is it healthy. Spiritual commitment involves
knowing who you are and being that same
person (spiritually), seven days a week... 24
hours a day. Our outer activities can certain-
ly change moment by moment, but who we
are on the inside should remain constant.
That spiritual consistency will bring both
spiritual growth and contentment.

St. Paul knew who he was when he
wrote: ‘I have learned to be content whatev-
er the circumstances. I know what it is to be
in need, and I know what it is to have plenty.
I have learned the secret of being content in
any and every situation, whether well fed or
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.
I can do all things through Him who gives
me strength.” (Philippians 4:11-13)

The other character, Alice, runs into
while in Wonderland is the Cheshire Cat.
The Cat’s insights will build right on the
previous matter. Alice asks the Cat: “Would
you tell me, please, which way I ought to
go from here?” The Cat answers: “That
depends a good deal on where you want
to get to.”

“I don’t much care where...” replies
Alice. “Then it doesn’t matter which way you
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g0,” grins the Cat. Alice adds: “...so long as
I get somewhere.”

To which the Cat says: “Oh, you're sure
to do that, if you only walk long enough.”

Many people wonder why their spiritu-
al lives seem to be going nowhere. In order
to go someplace spiritually (growth-wise),
one first has to deal with the question of
“Who are you?” If one decides to be com-
mitted to having a spiritual life and being a
spiritual person, then the next question is:
“Where do you want to get to?” If you have
no spiritual goals, then your path will be
an aimless one, wandering here and there.
And ifyou wander long enough you will get
“somewhere” which in all likelihood will be
“nowhere,” perhaps back where you started
(which is the case in Alice in Wonderland).

Do you want to be a man or woman of
God? If so, there is a path laid out for you
to follow. It may not be the easiest path,
usually aimless wandering is easier. But, it
will be the best path, a path that will actually
lead you toward your spiritual goals.

“Being confident of this very thing, that
He who has begun a good work in you will
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 2:6). This path will involve
commitment and sacrifice on your part. It
may involve some changes in your life.

Take a look at yourself, where you
are at in different spiritual areas: attend-
ing Church, receiving Holy Communion,
Confession, daily prayer, fasting, Scripture
reading, devotional reading, giving of your
time, giving of your money, etc. Set attain-
able goals each week in all areas and then
strive to complete them.

Keep in mind that even when we set
“attainable” goals, we may not attain them
each week... that’s okay... things come
up...things happen... just don’t quit... set
your sights on the target for the next week
and begin heading in that direction!! As you
do this, week after week, you will find the
questions of “Who are you?” and “Where
do you want to get to?” slowly fading away
because you will be on the right path and
you will know the answers to those ques-
tions!!! And keep in mind that old adage:
If you aim at nothing you will surely hit it!

“Not that I have already attained, or
am already perfected; but I press on, that I
may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus
has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not
count myselfto have apprehended; but one
thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind and reaching forward to those
things which are ahead, I press toward the
goal tor the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12-14).

May our Lord help each of us to know
who we are and where we want to get to.

Fr. Stephen is the priest at St. John
the Baptist Church in Pueblo, Colo., and
serves as executive director of Orthodox
Christian Prison Ministry under the Assem-
bly of Bishops.
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EPIPHANY 2016

Long Beach, Calif. —Assuption Church ceremony included Metropolitan w ! . . ;

; ’ . : ; . ropoulos, head priest of the Hellenic Greek Orthodox Community of As-
Gerasimos of San Francisco, Bishop Apostolos of Medeias, and Fr. Christos Fotini Sisois, prepares to release the dove at tofia NY, tosses ?he cross into the East River. (Photo courtesy of Co)s/ta Bej)
Kanakis and several divers. Mitchell Jennings retrieved the cross. Tarpon Springs event as happy mom, Artemis Y ’

Kotis, looks on.

NOTE

Bellingham, Wash.
— Fr. Michael Tervo
of St. Sophia Church
blessed the waters
of Puget Sound.
Space limitation
prevented the use
of the submitted
photo.

-.h a --'I | "T!
3 (LT = = S Santa Cruz, Calif.- Prophet Elias Church member
Tarpon Springs, Fla. - Participants in the St. Nicholas Cathedral’sannual ~ Sophie Schier-Hanson, who attends the Uni- - - .
Epiphany celebration, the “granddaddy” of the Blessing of the Waters  versity of California, Santa Cruz, was the diver. Corpus Christi, Texas — St. Nicholas Church event at Corpus
and Cross Diving events in the Archdiocese. (Maria Thomas photo) Christi Bay. Amanda Pollakis (13), retrieved the cross.

San Diego. - Fr. Andrew Scordalakis of St. Spyridon
= = . L - - Church, assisted by Fr. David Hostetler, blessed San
Buffalo, N.Y. - Frs. Christos Christakis and John Sakellariou, and Annunciation Church parishioners at the Blessing of the Waters of Lake Erie. Diego Bay. Parishioner George Fratian retrieved

the cross.

b o, zom
Tyt

Galveston, Texas — Fr. Stelios Sitaras of Assumption Church, & L
this year’s cross retriever Charlie Vasut ( r.), and last year’s  Daytona Beach, Fla. - St. Demetrios Church parishioners gather at Ponce
winner, Nicholas Stamos. Deleon Springs. Angelo Klironomos was the cross retriever.

T " - & * Photos submitted by the individual parishes, unless otherwise credited.
[} ——— - T - 5
H i E ¥ Ny l
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Louisville, Ky. — Assumption Church Blessing of the Waters ~ Camarillo, Calif. - St. Demetrios Church celebrated Epiphany for
took place along the Ohio River on Jan. 9. This is the second  the 26" year. Fr. Gary Kyriacou officiated at Ventura Harbor. Two
time that this service has been held at the river. About 125  teamsdived, Harrison Kyriacou for the kids group, and Chris Pulos  Merrick, Long Island, N.Y. - St. Demetrios Church altar boy Greg Aivaliotis
people attended. Jr., for the adults. Tim Harmantzis photo. successfully retrieved the cross from the Wantagh Marina’s frigid waters.
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Seattle Workshop
Focuses on
Parish Missions
and Evangelism
Ministries

SEATTLE - A vibrant Missions and
Evangelism ministry in every parish is
a goal of the Metropolis of San Fran-
cisco. As part of the process in further-
ing this effort, Thomaida Hudanish,
the full-time Assistant Director of the
Metropolis Commission for Orthodox
Missions and Evangelism (C.O.M.E.),
conducted a workshop for the parishes
of the Puget Sound region on Satur-
day, January 30 at the Church of the
Assumption.

Participating in the workshop were
clergy and laity from Assumption and
St. Demetrios Churches in Seattle, Holy
Apostles in Shoreline, and St. Nicholas
in Tacoma.

Ms. Hudanish outlined the benefits
of a Missions and Evangelism ministry
which include “increases in member-
ship and participation, parish and
personal spiritual maturity, Steward-
ship, and an overall Mission mindset
in the parish.”

Seven basic components of such
a ministry include a Welcome Min-
istry, In-reach and Adult Education,
Increasing Parish Visibility, Mochas

=

Participants in a workshop at the Church of the
Assumption conducted by Thomaida Hudan-
ish, assistant director of the Metropolis of San
Francisco Commission for Orthodox Missions
and Evangelism focused on the establishment
of Missions and Evangelism Ministries in every
parish, a goal of the Metropolis.

for Missions which is the annual fun-
draising drive in support of C.O.M.E.,
a Bookstore, Outreach Events, and an
Orthodox Christian Mission Center
Ambassador.

Workshop attendees also shared
examples of programs in their parishes
that are working well and areas of chal-
lenge that are faced.

For more information on creating a
Missions and Evangelism Ministry in a
parish and about the work of C.O.M.E.,
go to www.come-sf.org

IS YOUR PARISH..

Ready to expand parish participation?

Seeking funds for a building project?
Wishing to promote Planned Giving?

STRATEGIC PLANNING
WORKSHOPS: For greater
involvement in your parish

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
PLANNING STUDIES: Assessing
your project’s fundraising potential

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
MANAGEMENT: Planning and
coaching from beginning to end

ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE!

THE OFFICE OF PARISH DEVELOPMENT OFFERS
GUIDANCE TO PARISHES THROUGH:

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

CONTACT US TO DISCUSS YOUR GOALS & NEEDS AND ALLOW US
TO EXPLAIN HOW WE MIGHT BE OF HELP.

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
OFFICE OF PARISH DEVELOPMENT

3 South Prospect Avenue, Ste. 11

Park Ridge, IL 60068

Phone: (847) 825-1432

Email: jminetos@goarch.org

STEWARDSHIP ASSISTANCE:
Inspiring greater giving

in your parish

PARISH PLANNED GIVING
PROGRAMS: Guidance in
cultivating planned gifts

GRANT PROPOSAL RESEARCH
& WRITING: Help throughout
the grant proposal process

Local Clergy, Volunteers Help
Missouri Flood Victims

BALTIMORE, MD. — In the aftermath of
record-breaking rains and destructive flood-
ing in Missouri early January, International
Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) US
Country Representative Dan Christopulos,
met with clergy and laity from the pan-
Orthodox community of greater St. Louis
to begin mobilizing volunteers desperately
needed for cleanup. The subsiding floodwa-
ters from an overflowing Mississippi River
and other nearby rivers have left behind
damage to more than 7,000 homes and
businesses in and around St. Louis, and
nearly $200 million in destruction to roads,

according to the state governor’s office.
How to Help

To help the victims of disasters in the
United States, like the Midwest floods,
by making a financial gift to the United
States Emergency Response Fund, which
will provide immediate relief as well as
long-term support through the provision
of emergency aid, recovery assistance and
other support to help those in need. To
make a gift, visit iocc.org, call toll-free at
1-877-803-I0CC (4622), or mail a check or
money order payable to IOCC, P.O. Box
17398, Baltimore, MD 21297-0429.
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Why We Are Called to Serve

I by Gerald Largent

A man once asked some of his
friends the following question: “What
comes to mind when you hear the word
‘ministry’?” He received many answers
to the question, but two of them were
rather unfortunate. “That’s Father’s
job,” his friends replied. Ministry simply
defined is serving others. The fact of the
matter is that every Orthodox Christian
is called to ministry. That is, we are all
called to serve.

Every year on Meatfare Sunday, two
Sundays before the beginning of Great
Lent, we hear the Gospel account of the
Final Judgment (Matthew 25:31-40).
Christ gives a sobering account of the
judgment of the righteous and the
wicked.

The righteous inherit eternal life,
having acts of mercy as evidence of their
faith in Christ. The Lord places them at
His right hand, stating “Truly, I say to
you, as you did it to one of the least of
these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
The wicked, on the other hand, are sent
to eternal punishment for their lack of
mercy.

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it
not to one of the least of these, you did
it not to Me.” Our Lord identifies with
those in need, and our response to them
is an indication of our response to Him.

Some people may ask, “Why do 1
have to serve the less fortunate? Why
can’t I just worry about my family and
friends?”

While it is important to look after
our friends and relatives, and to serve
them during their times of need, Jesus

From Raising Our Sons:
Understanding
the Inner Life of Boys

Top 10 things we need to know about
raising boys

10. Boys utilize the testing of limits to
feel alive and masculine.

9. Boys possess invisible mute buttons
and use them often.

8. Boys have a fight or flight response
to conflict.

7. Boys’ number one belief about
women is that they use too many
words.

6. Boys have two words for love: time
and play.

5. Boys have one main emotional
response for all of their negative emo-
tions: anger.

4. Boys need training in most areas
of their life.

3. Boys emotionally need tenderness
from the grown-ups in their lives but
often trigger harshness.

2. Boys are prone to having addictive
personalities.

1. Boys are completely worth it!

This list is taken from a webinar by
George Papageorge, LMFT. To watch
the full webinar, visit www.family.
goarch.organd click on “Events” then
“Webinars.”

clearly states that we benefit when serv-
ing those who cannot repay us. In the
Final Judgment passage, He uses the fol-
lowing people as examples: the hungry,
the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the
sick, and the imprisoned.

Let us also consider the Savior’s
words in Luke 6:34: “And if you lend to
those from whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners
lend to sinners, to receive as much
again.”

So if serving is important for us as
Orthodox Christians, how do we lead
our children to it? Children can be quite
impressionable.

Parents, grandparents, and godpar-
ents often have a profound impact on
the younger members of their families,
particularly in matters of faith. Their ex-
ample, or lack thereof, has the potential
to shape children’s attitudes toward the
Church and serving others.

It is essential to make Orthodoxy
a regular part of a child’s life as early
as possible, both on Sunday in church
and throughout the week at home. In
addition to praying together daily as a
family, it is also wise to reinforce your
child’s Church school lesson from the
previous Sunday.

Furthermore, families should make
charitable service a regular component
of their lives. If your son or daughter
happens to ask why your family is visit-
ing the sick, attending Orthodox prayer
services at nursing homes, or volunteer-
ing to feed the hungry, you may simply
respond that “Christ wants us to do this.”
Stated another way, genuine Christian
faith influences our actions. Orthodoxy
is not just a religion; it is a way of life.

There are numerous ministry oppor-
tunities for Orthodox Christians both in
the parish and in the community at large.

Most parishes have ministry op-
portunities such as altar servers, choir
members, chanters, readers, greeters,
church school teachers, and many more.
It is also important for us to serve those
who are beyond our home church’s
walls: the community at large.

Though opportunities may vary
from one city to another, there are many
Orthodox ministries that are in need of
volunteers and/or donors.

Ask your priest how you may get
involved in one or more ministries at
your home parish, and discuss the pos-
sibilities with your children.

Come up with a project that works
for your family.

Christ teaches us about mercy: “Be
merciful, even as your Father is merciful”
(Luke 6:30).

May we emulate the mercy of Christ
as we serve those around us.

Gerald Largent is ministry coordi-
nator of the St. Panteleimon Orthodox
Christian Outreach, a tax-exempt, pan-
Orthodox ministry under the spiritual
protection of St. Nicholas Ukrainian
Orthodox Church in Lakewood, Ohio
(Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA-Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople). He regularly visits resi-
dents of nursing homes, assisted living
facilities, and other group homes. You
can contact Gerald at gerald@stpan-
teleimon.com.

Meet the staff - Thanks to Zoom, Fr. Sitaras can hold weekly meetings with his far-flung staff of the
Center for Family Care. (top row) Melissa Tsongranis, associate director; Maria McMullen, adminis-
trative media coordinator; Presvytera Kerry Pappas MA, LMFT, Clergy and Seminarian Couple Care
(Bottom row); Angie Giallourakis, PhD, resource coordinator; Fr. Constantine L. Sitaras, director; and
George Tsongranis, MDiv, special projects coordinator. Melissa is the only full-time staff member.
George is a full-time contractor and the others are part-time staff.

Center for Family Care a Vital
National Ministry

The Center for Family Care, which
partly manifests itself in this monthly Fam-
ily Connections page, offers a broad range
of ministries for the support and care of
families who avail themselves of its services.

When he’s not busy managing
things at Saint Basil Academy as its di-
rector, Fr. Constantine Sitaras oversees
the work of the center’s far-flung staff.
Thanks to Zoom, the group can at least
make a personal connection with each
other and coordinate their activities with
Fr. Sitaras, who heads the Center from his
Academy office in Garrison, N.Y.

Their work involves a tremendous
amount of traveling throughout the year.
Fr. Sitaras, for example, visits many parishes
around the country where he leads retreats,
seminars, discussion groups, parenting
and other workshops. Melissa Tsongranis,
the associate director who is based in Tar-

pon Springs, Fla., also travels extensively,
in addition to providing the information
for the Family Connections page and
performing other duties. Presvytera Kerry,
located in Stamford, Conn., counsels
clergy and seminarian families around the
country.

The Center also has an ongoing pres-
ence on the internet, offering webinars,
online workshops and e-mail ministry
and podcasts, which Maria McMullen and
George Tsongranis produce.

Fr. Constantine and his staff also
train priests and other individuals
at the local level in family ministry, such as
conducting parish family nights, counseling
couples before marriage.

For more information about the work
of the Center for Family Care, e-mail: fi-
costa@goarch.org, mtsongranis@goarch.
org, or kpappas(@goarch.org

Example of Philanthropy: St. Maria of Paris

The holy martyr Maria Skobtsova was a
nun and martyr in Paris in the early twenti-
eth century. She encouraged hospitality and
love of one’s neighbor, often in the most
uncompromising of terms. She considered
this to be the foundation of the Christian
gospel, and she embodied it in her life.
St. Mary died a martyr in a concentration
camp on Holy Saturday 1945. She took the

place of a Jewish woman who was going
to be sent to the gas chamber, and died in
her place. She was glorified by the Church
of Constantinople on January 16, 2004,
along with her companions, Priest Dmitri
Klepinin, her son George (Yuri) Skobtsov,
and Elie Fondaminsky.
They are commemorated on July 20.
— Adapted from www.orthodoxwiki.org

From Mother Maria Skobtsova, Essential Writings

A person should have a more attentive
attitude toward his brother’s flesh than
toward his own. Christian love teaches us
to give our brother not only material but
also spiritual gifts.

We must give him our last shirt and
our last crust of bread. Here personal
charity is as necessary and justified as the
broadest social work. In this sense there
is no doubt that the Christian is called

to social work. He is called to organize a
better life for the workers, to provide for
the old, to build hospitals, care for the
children, fight against exploitation, injus-
tice, want, lawlessness. .. The love of man
demands one thing from us in this area:
ascetic ministry to his material needs, at-
tentive and responsible work, a sober and
unsentimental awareness of our strength
and of its true usefulness.

WATCH OUR RECENT WEBINAR

Golden Rules for the Golden Years: Resources to Help Reduce Symptom Bur-
den and Caregiver Burnout in Older Adults with Evgenia Litrivis, MD. The archive
of this online workshop can be found at www.family.goarch.org.
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METROPOLIS NEWS

Archons Symposium
on Christian Rights Slated in March

NAPLES, Fla. — The second Archons Na-
tional Christian Rights and Freedom Sym-
posium to take place in Naples, March 12

Jay Alan Sekulow, PhD, JD, a featured
speaker at the 2nd International Archon
Conference on Religious Freedom in Berlin
in 2013, will address the Symposium.

With the blessings of Metropolitan
Alexios of Atlanta, the Archons of South
Florida in conjunction with St. Katherine
Greek Orthodox Church of Naples, Florida
invite you to attend its second National
Christian Rights and Freedom Symposium
on March 10-13.

The symposium will feature keynote
speaker Jay Alan Sekulow, PhD, JD, Chief
Counsel of the American Center for Law

and Justice (ACLJ) and European Centre for
Law and Justice (ECLJ) and 2014 recipient of
The Athenagoras Human Rights Award. Ar-
chon Andrew E. Ekonomou, JD, PhD, who
serves as senior counsel to both the ACLJ
and ECLJ, will also be one of the speakers.

The event is organized under the
leadership of Fr. Philemon Patitsas and St.
Katherine community. Regional Command-
ers John C. Scurtis and Dr. Theodore P.
Vlahos will be coordinating a luncheon for
all Archons attending.

For further infomation, schedule,
hotel accomodations and to RSVP for
the event, contact Victoria Khalil at victo-
riakhalil@gmail.com or visit the website
of St. Katherine.

PEOPLE

Justice investiture

Greek American Rehabilitation &
Care Centre Making Progress

WHEELING, Ill. - The Greek American
Rehabilitation and Care Centre recently
held a Hellenic Legacy Gala where plans
were announced to develop and create a
multipurpose Hellenic Village for the Greek
American Community.

Gala Chairwomen Tina Mantis and
Maria Ress, along with advisor, Eleni Bousis,
and their committee, organized the event,
which is the largest fundraiser of the year
for the Centre.

The nursing home, which will cel-
ebrateits 14th year anniversary in March,
is embarking on a new expansion plan for
the benefit of our community. In addition
to the existing long- and short-term facility,
plans have been developed for a Hellenic
International Village. This expanded cam-
pus will include independent and assisted
living quarters, home health care services,
awellness center, adult day care, retail and
office space and a professional medical
building. This has all been made possible
by the continuous support of Mr. and Mrs.
Nicholas J. Bouras, of blessed memory, who
believed in Mrs. Bousis’ vision of a Hellenic

International Village.

Over a decade ago, Mrs. Bousis dis-
cussed her dream of a multipurpose
campus with Mr. Bouras, who enthusias-
tically embraced her concept. Together,
they developed a plan and set goals for this
innovative project for our Greek American
community and for people of all religions
and ethnicities. With Mr. Bouras’ guidance
and donations throughout the years, the
goal stabilizing the financial position of the
nursing home was attained.

Through Mr. Bouras’ significant con-
tributions over the years, property was
recently purchased that includes a medical
office building. Through the continued sup-
port of the Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras
Foundation, the next phase of the Hellenic
Village expansion will be made possible.

Another important parcel needed for
our planned development was the land
and building which is currently home to
the Wheeling Senior Center. A short time
ago, through the very generous donation of
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Paterakis, of blessed
memory, this property was purchased.

Korae School photo

Bishop Dimitrios of Xanthos attended the investiture of his first cousin, Costa Michael Pleicones, as
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of South Carolina. The ceremony took place Jan. 7 at the state
Supreme Courtin Columbia. Fr. Michael Platanis, pastor of Holy Trinity Church, delivered the invocation.

NATIONAL CALENDAR

Winning poster

Johnna Baniewicz, an eighth grade student at Koraes School of Sts. Constantine and Helen Church
in Palos Hills, Ill., recently took the first step to becoming an internationally recognized artist by win-
ning the national competition sponsored by the Lions Club. Johnna’s poster was among thousands
of entries submitted nationally in the annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest. Lions Club
International is sponsoring the program to emphasize the importance of world peace to young

[> from page 5

17- 23 - St. Stephenvs Summer Camp 4th
session

24-30 - St. Stephenvs Summer Camp 5th
session

Oct. 18-20 p Metropolis of Atlanta Clergy
Retreat, Diakonia Center

Nov. 10-13 p Metropolis of Atlanta Council
meetings, Atlanta

Dec.27-30 p Metropolis of Atlanta Winter
Youth Rally, Atlanta

IONIAN VILLAGE
2015 Summer Camp Reunion: March 11-
13, Orlando
Lenten Staff/Alumni Getaway: April 8-10,
Chicago
Spiritual Odyssey: June 1-12;t Ionian Vil-
lage Campground (Greece)
Summer Camp Session 1: June 19-July 8,
Ionian Village Campground (Greece)

Summer Camp Session 2: July 17-August
5, Ionian Village Campground (Greece)
#takemebacktoIV Day 2016: Dec. 17 (this
is an online event)

ST. METHODIOS CAMP
Location: St. Methodios Faith & Heritage
Center Contocook, N.H.

Dates: Week 1, July 2-6; Summer Family
Camp (Week 1 only, all ages as family),
Week 2, July 7-13; Week 3, July 14-20;
Week 4, July 21-27; Week 5; July 28-Aug.
3; Week 6, Aug. 4-10.

Cost per camper: $575 per camper; (for
Family Camp, $575 for first three persons,
$50 each additional).

Director or contact person and phone
number: Michael Sintros (director),
603.746.4400.

e-mail: mbcamp@tds.net

website: mbcamp.org

Open to: (ages 8-18, and families)
Registration: Begins March 1

people everywhere.

PEOPLE

Nassau DA

Madeline Singas, an Astoria, Queens,
native, was sworn in in January as the Nas-
sau County, Long Island district attorney
after winning election in November for a
four-year term. She previously was acting
district attorney following the election to
Congress of her predecessor, Kathleen Rice.
Singas, a first-generation Greek American,
is a graduate of the Bronx High School of
Science, Barnard College at Columbia Uni-
versity and Fordham University Law School.

Singas successfully prosecuted some of
the county’s most notorious crimes and also
played a major role in securing nationwide
SAT reforms. She began her career in the

Queens District Attorney’s office in 1991.

As Nassau County’s Chief Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney since 2011, Singas supervised
the prosecution of approximately 30,000
criminal cases each year, and helped design
and implement numerous groundbreaking
programs in cases involving adolescent
offenders, veterans, and those who suffer
from mental illness or drug abuse.

She has overseen tough prosecutions
of financial criminals, corrupt public of-
ficials, and drunk drivers who threaten the
safety of everyone in our community.

Singas lives in Manhasset with her
husband and teenage twins.
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Beck Shutte, a visually handicapped young
man, received a standing ovation when he
spoke with his Braille iPad describing the
importance of attending the New England
Disabled Sports program where he learned
to ski with a teenage volunteer guiding him
on earphones.

Archbishop Demetrios concluded the
program expressing joy for the wonderful
gathering and offering gratitude for the
great hospitality of Metropolitan Methodios
and the Metropolis of Boston Philoptochos.

Philanthropic Giving

Chapters continue to raise important
funds in support of the Philoptochos min-
istries and in response to crises as the Aid
to Greece and Cyprus Campaign and the
Nepal Disaster Relief.

Make A Difference Day
National Philoptochos partnered again
with Nick Katsoris and the Loukoumi Foun-
dation to engage children in 4,000 Acts of
Kindness in honor of Archbishop Demetrios
for his Name Day.

On a Sad Note

National Philoptochos lost two of its
long-time honorary members in 2015. Eula
Caras Carlos, a National Board member for
30 years and was a generous benefactor for
Philoptochos and the Church in America as
well as many philanthropic community en-
deavors. Sophia Altin served on the National
Board for over 30 years attending all the
meetings and generously supporting the
philanthropic works and Kula Sosangelis
also a 30-year member is remembered for
her total commitment to the organization.

Looking Forward — 2016:
85 Years of Philanthropy

Members prepare for the upcoming
National Philoptochos Biennial Convention
July 3-7,2016 in Nashville, Tenn., where the
Metropolis of Detroit will once again roll
out the red carpet at the Gaylord Opryland
Resort and Convention Center. Each chap-
ter should send delegates to participate in
the special programs that are planned so
they may return to their chapters inspired
and energized to continue their important
philanthropic work. National Philoptochos
will celebrate its 85" Year of Philanthropy
in 2016 highlighting the organization’s im-
portant work and the work going forward
to the 100™ Anniversary in 2031.

Archbishop Demetrios stated at the
CMF Luncheon that Philoptochos has en-
hanced its original mission by responding
to all human conditions in distress, for the
sick, victims of fires, earthquakes and floods,
for the old, the lonely the forgotten and
those beyond the United States.

As National Philoptochos looks forward
to 2016 and beyond, we acknowledge the
tremendous nationwide support that allows
the Philoptochos women to continue their
philanthropic mission, to further expand
the Philoptochos reach and to participate
together through the Philoptochos Center
of Philanthropy to build sustainable leader-
ship for the future.

Submitted by Christine Karavites,
chairman, National Philoptochos Archives
and History.

“Shoppe Philoptochos” project, initiated in the
fall, offers an array of gifts.

Stranded Refugees Receive Help

BALTIMORE - Four countries along the
Balkans refugee route to Western Europe
have closed their borders to people not
seeking asylum from war-torn countries
such as Syria, Iraq, or Afghanistan. The
decision has cut short the long journey for
thousands of migrant men, women, and
children fleeing their countries in search of
a better life in European nations. They are
now left stranded at border crossings or in
foreign lands with no resources to return
home. Winter weather only worsens their
situation. International Orthodox Christian
Charities (I0OCC) has responded to the
urgent needs of migrants in Greece turned
back at the border with the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia after they’d traveled
for hundreds of miles or more. Working in
cooperation with local partner, Apostoli, the
humanitarian arm of the Church of Greece,
IOCC provided hygiene kits to nearly 700
people temporarily housed at the Olympic
Tae Kwon Do Stadium in Athens.

While the people at the stadium are
free to come and go from the facility,
most do not have the means to purchase
sufficient food or basic hygiene items on
their own. The hygiene kits help by filling
the need for basic necessities for personal
health: soap, a toothbrush and toothpaste,

toilet paper, antiseptic gel, and antiseptic
hand wipes. IOCC, an ACT member, is also
providing women with dignity kits contain-
ing feminine care items.

According to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is not al-
lowing in people from Morocco, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Liberia, Congo, or Pakistan. On the
Croatia-Serbia border, Croats were only
accepting war refugees from Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Palestine. Slovenia has also
closed its border to asylum seekers consid-
ered to be economic migrants coming from
countries not immersed in war.

Syria’s ongoing conflict has triggered
the worst humanitarian crisis in recent his-
tory, driving more than four million people
from their homes in search of safety in coun-
tries across the Middle East and Europe.
Since 2012, IOCC has provided humanitar-
ian relief to 3.3 million Syrian people, both
those displaced in Syria and those who are
living as refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq,
and Armenia, Greece, and Serbia.

Since its inception in 1992, IOCC has
delivered $534 million in relief and develop-
ment programs to families and communi-
ties in more than 50 countries.

Idaho Priest Receives Serbian
Church’s Highest Honor

BOISE, Idaho — The Very Rev. Nektarios
Serfes of Sts. Constantine and Helen parish
in the Metropolis of Denver, was awarded
the Order of Saint Sava, the highest decora-
tion of the Serbian Orthodox Church, by
Serbian Patriarch Iriney, on Nov. 24. Fr.
Serfes was on a humanitarian mission to
Kosovo at the time.

The Holy Synod of the Serbian Ortho-
dox Church made a unanimous decision to
present this award to Fr. Serfes in recogni-
tion of his “ardent work on humanitarian
assistance to the suffering people of Kosovo
and Metoija” for almost 20 years. Since
1998, Fr. Serfes has raised close to $1 mil-
lion for the fund, made up of many large
and small donations from people across
the world.

The dedication which was presented
with the medal reads “For showing whole-
hearted and unselfish dedication and true
and active love to the Serbian Orthodox
Church by helping the Serbian people in its
difficulties in Kosovo and Metoija, as well as
spreading and testifying the truth to those
abroad about the life and the suffering of
the Serbians in Kosovo and Metoija and the
destruction of its sacred places of the Raska
and Prizren Diocese.”

Fr. Serfes is president of the board of
the Decani Monastery Relief Fund (DMRF).
He actively witnesses on a daily basis to the
plight of the Orthodox Church and Chris-
tians in Kosovo and Metoija. On his most
recent trip in November, he brought 2,000
packets of seeds for the Christians there. On
previous visits, he has brought gloves, medi-
cal supplies, and other much-needed items.

In addition, he has raised monies to
buy pigs for many families so that they can
preserve meat for use throughout the year.
The Fund has also helped to send 60 young
people to a temporary college set up in
northern Kosovo. Christian students are not
allowed to attend the university in Prizren,
as it is now only for Albanian Moslems.

The living conditions of the Orthodox
Christians are appalling. The UN peace-
keeping forces are now gone from Kosovo,
and the people live in constant fear and
danger. Food, firewood, and medical care

Photo courtsy of Metropolis of Denver
Fr. Serfes receives the Serbian Orthodox Church
honor from Patriarch Iriney

are in short supply. Since 1998 over 400
cemeteries alone have been destroyed, and
thousands of graves desecrated.

In addition, 156 churches and mon-
asteries have been destroyed. The Decani
Fund is also helping to rebuild churches.
Ten churches and three monasteries have
been restored.

From the very beginning, the Decani
Monastery Relief Fund has worked closely
with International Orthodox Christian
Charities in order to help the people
who are in need. The IOCC has played a
tremendous role in assisting the people.
After IOCC representatives leave an area,
Fr. Serfes then uses the Fund to maintain
the momentum of assistance. There is also a
fund in Italy that assists in this humanitarian
work, and has helped to raise money for a
used ambulance, as the Christians are not
allowed to use the hospitals in their area.
Travel to see a doctor is very dangerous. The
medical situation in Kosovo is “deplorable,”
in Father’s words. Fr. Serfes said he hopes
to receive enough donations to purchase
another used ambulance. Donations to
fund food and firewood for the families,
as well as operating expenses for the three
shelters he has established, are also needed.
As unemployment is very high, there has
been a bakery started, with the aid from
IOCC, and more are planned.

For more information about the Decani
Monastery Relief Fund go to www.decani-
fund.org or http://serfes.org

St. Romanos the Melodist, National Forum of
Greek Orthodox Church Musicians patron saint.

Church Musicians Conference

[> from page 19

and 28 of their Youth choir members from
the Byzantine Youth Choir of Archangel
Michael Church in Port Washington, N.Y.
were part of the Conference Choir consist-
ing of more than 120 members who sang
the Liturgy arranged by Dr. Frank Desby.

Certificates for 25 to 70 years of ser-
vice were presented to several members
from District parishes. In addition, the
Choir Member of the Year Medal and
Certificate was awarded to Christine Perry,
of St. George Cathedral, Hartford, Conn.

Archbishop Iakovos Distinguished
Service Awards were given to Vasso Patri-
kis, Holy Trinity Church, Hicksville, NY;
Peggy Stilianos, Assumption Church, Port
Jefferson, N.Y; and Stephanie Pavlidis, St.
Paraskevi Shrine Church, Greenlawn, N.Y.

Fr. Gilbert and Irini Kapareliotis, St.
Paul Cathedral in Hempstead, N.Y., re-
ceived Patriarch Athenagoras I medallions
and certificates.

Ms Dounelis is D.A.D. Federation president.

Understanding
Religious Fundamentalism

[> from page 14

tected by erecting boundaries between
members and non-members and develops
particular modes of dress behavior, and
speech, which distinguish them from
others.

These groups are organized along
authoritarian lines and attribute special
powers of knowing and understanding to
a charismatic leader who assumes respon-
sibility and claims the totality of people’s
lives - political, economic and personal.

Followers seek his opinion for all
major life decisions. For example, among
Israel’s ultra-Orthodox Jews, this author-
ity is considerable. Rabbis are consulted
regularly on issues of daily life, including
where to live, where to send children to
school, whom to marry, what names to
give one’s children, and where to work.

Authority guides all aspects of life and
behavior, including private and intimate
zones such as sex and the family. This
is not an absolute list of traits, however.
While they tend to conform to most of
these traits, few such movements strictly
conform to all of them. When comparing
different movements across religions, it is
arguable that they have more in common
with each other than they do with non-
fundamentalist co-religionists.

Fr. Clapsis is Archbishop Professor of
Theology at Holy Cross School of Theology.
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MINISTRY

Archives

Communications*
*(includes GOTelecom,
Press Office, Internet Ministries,
Orthodox Observer)

Greek Education

Information
Technologies

Inter-Orthodox
Ecumenical, Interfaith

Marriage & Family

Metropolis Ministries

Parish Development

Philanthropy*
*(includes Philoptochos Society,
retired clergy benevolence fund,

other humanitarian assistance)

Public Affairs

Registry

Religious Education

Stewardship, Outreach
and Evangelism

Youth,
Young Adult Ministries*
*(includes camping ministries
and Ionian Village)

WHAT IT DOES

Gathers and records materials
relating to the history of the
Greek people, their culture

and religion in the United States.

Provides
information
about the Church
through electronic, social
and print media.

Provides
for the instruction
of Greek and promotes
Hellenic culture.

Responsible for overall
technology vision and direction
of the Archdiocese of America.

Promotes relations
with other Orthodox Christian
Jjurisdictions, other Christian churches
and other faith groups in the U.S.

Addresses issues relevant to
marriage and family life through
the Center for Family Care and

Office of Interfaith Marriage.

Coordinates
the services
of the National Ministries
at the Metropolis level.

Assists parishes
with fund-raising
guidance
and development.

Develops and coordinates
the philanthropic work,
the Archdiocese special funds
and also works with the Philoptochos.

Coordinates Archdiocese
involvement in public and political
issues affecting the Church.

Maintains records
relating to the life
of the faithful of the Church.

Develops and provides religious
education materials to advance
the metropolis and parish programs.

Works with National Stewardship
Ministries Team and Outreach
and Evangelism Advisory Board.

Coordinates the national youth and
young adult programs with metropolis
youth directors. Administers campus
and camping ministries.

HOW IT AFFECTS YOU

Provides information
and photographs on request
to scholars, researchers
and authors.

Connects parishioners
to the National Church through
print , social and electronic media.
Informs the U.S. and Greek media
and general public about Orthodoxy.

Provides textbooks and other
instructional materials for all Greek
afternoon and parochial schools;
teacher training.

Provides direct support and
training to metropolises and
parishes for their technology needs.

Through its efforts,
parishes benefit through
more meaningful contacts
with such groups at the local level.

Brings more aspects of Orthodox faith
into the home and more families to
church. Helps couples, families and

parishes with marriage and family life.

Serves as the vital link between each
parish and the National Ministries
program, and provides additional

ministries at the local level.

Helps with strategic planning,

capital improvements, grants,

endowments and expanding
stewardship.

Provides assistance for local
catastrophes such as
Hurricane Katrina, fires in Greece,
aid to families of 9/11 victims.

Works with local parishes
in events such
as Patriarchal visits.

Issues marriage licenses, divorce
decrees, baptismal and chrismation
certificates, replaces lost transcripts.

Sunday schools use materials
and run programs including the
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.

Provides resources for parish ministry,
support for parish leadership
and stewardship activities.

Provides opportunities
for parish youth
to participate
more fully in the Church.

RESOURCES

Online, hardcopy data
and photographs.

Videos of religious
television productions, Orthodox
Observer, annual yearbook,
ecclesiastical calendar,
website, e-bulletin, listserver.

Textbooks,
other educational
materials for Greek schools.

Online access the Archdiocese
and to various
Orthodox websites.

Contacts between
the Archdiocese and other
Christian denominations
and other Faiths.

Provides printed , online,
social media resources.
Conducts conferences,

training and retreats.

Administers national ministries
and provides direct assistance
to parishes.

Information for financial assistance
and planning,
guides to each parish.

Provides assistance
for charitable causes
in each Metropolis and worldwide.

Direct contact
with government officials at the local,
state and national levels.

Provides important documents
for vital statistics
and maintains records.

Resources, Sunday School texts
and other materials,
oratorical festival information.

Provides materials and data
to help parishes
in their stewardship efforts.

Online and harcdopy materials to youth
directors, workers; administers youth
camps, including Ionian Village;
maintains listserver and blogs..
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Orlando Hosts
Hellenic Dance
Festival

ORLANDO, Fla. — The annual Metropolis of
Atlanta Hellenic Dance Festival drew another large
turnout with some 1,100 participants attending
from 21 parishes and the Metropolis of Chicago.

This year’s event was marked by a change in
leadership as Fr. Mark Leondis, pastor of St. Mark’s
Church in Boca Raton became the new festival
chairman upon the retirement of Gerry Clonaris
of Charlotte. Fr. Leondis previously served as direc-
tor of the Archdiocese Department of Youth and

Young Adult Ministry 16 years.

Mr. Clonaris, HDF’s founder, guided the an- AVespers service the evening before the competition was presided
by Bishop Demetrios of Xanthos, assisted by Fr. Mark Leondis and
Fr. Constantine Simeonidis, pastor of the Orlando host parish.

ol £ | i r

Dancers from the host parish Holy Trinity in Orlando.

nual event for 14 years.

Presiding over the event was Bishop
Dimitrios of Xanthos, who officiated at
the Vespers and Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
in the absence of Metropolitan Alexios of
Atlanta, who was participating in the Holy
Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
Istanbul.

In addition to two dance groups
from the Metropolis of Chicago, the
following communities attended: Holy
Trinity, Charleston, S.C.; Holy Trinity,
Orlando (the host parish); St. Nicholas,
Wilmington, N.C; St. Katherine, Mel-
bourne, Fla.; St. Mark, Boca Raton; St.
George, Hollywood, Fla.; Holy Trinity,
Charlotte; Annunciation, Winston-Salem,
N.C,; St. Nicholas, Tarpon Springs, Fla; St.
Demetrios, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; Holy
Trinity, Raleigh, N.C.; Annunciation,
Atlanta; Holy Trinity, Columbia, S.C.;
St. George, Greenville, S.C.; St. George,
Knoxville, Tenn; and St. John the Divine,
Jacksonville, Fla.

Melbourne and Jacksonville were
first-time participants.

Dancers in the adult category from the Metropolis of Chicago begin with a
cafenio scene.

Raised arms and stepping quickly in place, the “Pontian” group from Wilm-
ington is ready to do battle.

The young adult group from Tarpon Springs performs a dance from Cap- ~ N
padocie. Drummer girl keeps the dancers in-sync with that
“Greek beat.”
Orthodox
New Orleans Hol Observer
ew Orleans Holy
Trinity Cathedral Photos

dancers in the adult
category.

To view hundreds of other photos that we couldn’t
quite fit into this itty bitty space, visit the Metropolis of — -
Atlanta website: youth@atlmetropolis.org. Dancers from St. George, Hollywood, Fla., in the junior category.

s . -
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NAPLES FLORIDA REAL ESTATE
Vicky Lewis
Realtor

239.777.4904

Vicky@VickyLewisNaples.com

www. VickyLewisNaples.com

MIAQ EAAHNIKA
DOWNING-FRYE REALTY, INC.

kantyli.com-gifts Greeks love

1-888-544-5744
panos@kantyll com

wholesale retail

Dur hundmadc gifts iukn extra time to pmparn
and deliver during the holiday season. Order
promptly and do not delay!

Advertisement Disclaimer

ORTHODOX OBSERVER does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify the informa-
tion or material printed as advertisement unless otherwise specifically indicated.
ORTHODOX OBSERVER has no affiliation with any of the organizations/companies/
advertisers, listed in, described on or printed, and it makes no representations or
warranties whatsoever with regard to those organizations or any other organiza-
tion, entity or person. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER reserves the right to edit,
categorize, revise, or refuse any display or classified advertisement. In addition,
the ORTHODOX OBSERVER has the right to terminate any ad at any time for any
reason. Parties posting ads are responsible for the accuracy and content of their ads.
The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be liable for any damages arising out of errors
or omissions. The ORTHODOX OBSERVER will not be held liable for any damages
of any kind relating to any ad.

CREEK ART GIFTS & FESTIVAL NEEDS

Grecian Look

www.grecianlook com

GREEH GIFTS
5 ITEMS

A Greek woman makes her way

in the second half of the twentieth

‘ century while her husband becomes
one of the richest men in the world.

© ADVENIURE * LOVE » FAMILY
o FRIENDSHIPS * STRUGGLES
* SUCCESSES * DESTINY

nmiGreekilife
by Aliki Alexxa
novel in 3 volumes
azon.com, also Kindle Edition

d

GREEK ETHOS
THE BOOK

Updating & upgrading our knowledge
& understanding of Hellenic
ethos, history & culture

$15 EACH
SPECIAL RATES
FOR 50+

Books can

be purchased
through
editor@greekethos.org

ADVERTISE

IN THE
ORTHODOX OBSERVER

observer@goarch.org
Tel: (212) 570-3555

WARM WEATHER & SUNSHINE OF FLORIDA AwalT You

AFFORDABLE FLORIDA HOMES

Conpos, SINGLE FaMILY HOMES
OR COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

TARPON SPRINGS, CLEARWATER, SARASOTA AND THE ENTIRE GULF COAST
¢« DINo THEOFILOS
BROKER/OWNER
FLORIDA CAPITAL REAL ESTATE

1-941-448-4936 -

Dnooo@aol.com

2 SEASIDE APTS FOR SALE

2 SEASIDE PENTHOUSE APTS. FOR SALE
Pasalimani, Piraeus
Spectacular top floor view of Zea Yacht Marina.
Prime location. Renovated. Can be joined together.
Photos/Inquiries: miaorfan@hotmail.com

Contact 011.30.210.4136287

TRANSLATION SERVICES

Maria Anna Kassomenakis

Legal - Medical Documents, Power of Attorney,
Certificates, Books, Dissertations Wiebsites, ete.
Ask me about Greek Citizenship !

646 460 0470

www.lostintranslations.us
leotaurina(@ yahoo.com

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEO

D i m it r i Po 1 Photography & Video
To Parehbase Photes from alll events vis(t

WWapainaqesscon]
Vow camn 7ind ws on Faceboolk

CALL NOW (516) 931-2333

GUIDELINES
FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOGRAPHS

1) Conventional photographs

We accept Color or Black & White photos, printed
on photographic paper. Photographs should be sharp
and clear. Pictures printed on color printers, either
Inkjet or Laser and photocopies or clippings of previ-
ously published photos are NOT accepted.

2) Digital photographs

We accept digital pictures if they conform to the
following specifications:

* Minimum resolution 1600 pixels wide x 1200
pixels high (approx. 2 mega pixels, digital cameras
should be set to high resolution, high quality. If you
scan a standard photograph -usually 4x6”- use a mini-
mum of 300 dpi. We discourage scanning your own
photos, send the actual photo.)

* File format JPEG or TIFF (JPEGs are smaller files
and easier to e-mail, TIFFs are better quality)

¢ Color mode RGB, color depth minimum 8-bit.

* Image files placed within any word-processing
file or any other application are not accepted.

* Digital pictures can be submitted by e-mail, CD-
ROM, Zip, Floppy Disk (Disks can not be returned)

e E-mail to: observer@goarch.org. In the subject
line write only the word “photos”

VERY IMPORTANT: Attach the image files and
do not include them in the body of the e-mail or they
will not be usable.

3) Please include information about the photo(s);
place, time and event as well as the names of all per-
sons shown, left to right.
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National Ministries {Ih the now}

CULTURE

— heur —

Engaging with popular culture can be
stressful as an Orthodox Christian. On the
one hand, we are told to stay completely
away from mass media and its supposed
deleterious effects on our souls. On the
other hand, we can hear the message that
we should feel free to view (almost) any-
thing: freedom in Christ!

In order to help navigate this tension,
the department of Youth and Young Adult
Ministries (Y2AM) is excited to announce
Pop Culture Coffee Hour, a new podcast
produced by Y2AM in conjunction with
Ancient Faith Radio.

Over the last year, Y2AM has sought
to produce new content in order to en-
courage young people to live Orthodoxy
in unique ways as they seek to engage the
world around them. With two popular
YouTube series and an-almost-daily blog,
Y2AM is branching out with Pop Culture
Coffee Hour!

Pop Culture Coffee Hour stars Steven
Christoforou (host of Be the Bee and Direc-
tor of Y2AM) and Christian Gonzalez (host
of the new YouTube series The Trench
and Young Adult Ministries Coordinator).
Together, the two explore pop culture
through the lens of Orthodoxy.

Steve and Christian are self-proclaimed
pop culture “experts,” being well-versed in
a wide variety of media, as well as hosting
their own successful Orthodox YouTube
series. In Pop Culture Coffee Hour, they
discuss everything from Harry Potter to old
Nintendo games, exploring what it means
to be decidedly Orthodox while remaining
in dialogue with world.

Pop Culture Coffee Hour will focus
on all varieties of pop culture (from books
and movies to video games, music and art)
and will take a look at how we interact with
these as Orthodox Christians. The struggles
of interacting with media while still main-
taining the Faith is something facing teens

youth and young adult newos

31

Christian Gonzalez and Steven Christoforou are having a great time doing the Pop Culture Hour

podcast. Y2AM photo

and adults alike. But Steve and Christian
seek to explore the ways in which it is not
only possible to participate in popular
culture without losing faith, but possibly
even how participating in popular culture

could lead to a thriving faith that is “in, but
not of the world.”

Pop Culture Coffee Hour is hosted by
Ancient Faith Radio, and will be among their
many other Orthodox podcasts.

“From the Director”

Salvation and Social Media

B by Steven Christoforou

At the end of December, I had the
privilege of spending a few days with over
three hundred college students at College
Conference, OCF’s incredible annual event.
In an atmosphere of prayer and true con-
nection, I thought a bit about social media.

I have a love-hate relationship with
social media. On the one hand, it opens ac-
cess to ideas and people away never before
imaginable. On the other, it can provide a
platform for mistreating people in new and
cruel ways.

I led workshops on the opportunities
and challenges that social media presents
and presented my basic problem: the chal-
lenge social media offers to our struggle
for salvation.

In Be the Bee # 90 — “How Christ
Unites Us,” we discussed some of the writ-
ing of St Maximos the Confessor and our
challenge to join Christ in reassembling
a fragmented world, overcoming the divi-
sions that plague creation and offering
all things back up to God. Unfortunately,
rather than overcoming0 these divisions
by manifesting God’s love to the world, our
sin deepens and hardens these divisions.

And social media seems to add another
layer of division, as our analog and digital
selves diverge.

On one side, there’s incredible pres-

sure to present a happy face, to present
an idealized and romanticized version of
oneself: eating fancy food, visiting exotic
places, living the sort of life others envy. 1
recently heard one high school girl describe
this as a pressure to both turn herself into
a brand and simultaneously be her own
brand ambassador, creating clever and de-
sirable content to remain relevant.

If we’re turning our children into Chi-
potle, products to be marketed, then we
have a problem.

On the other side, social media offers a
veil of anonymity, behind which the darkest
urges can be satisfied. We can both access
destructive content and make destructive
comments, the sorts of things we’d never
say in person.

Even if we’d never have the nerve to
say something racist or misogynistic directly
to someone’s face, or physically engage in
lewd or lustful conduct, the digital world
offers the safety of secrecy.

Whatever extreme we choose, the
result is an increasingly schizophrenic
persona, whereon Oour digital and analog
selves increasingly diverge.

As St Maximos noted, and as we cov-
ered in that episode of Be the Bee, our
Christian calling involves working with
Christ to reassemble a divided and frag-
mented world. Yet before we can begin to
think of unity on a cosmic scale, we must

Upcoming
Be the Bee retreats

Information and registration links are
available at bethebee.goarch.org/retreats

February 27 - Chicago,

Sts Peter and Paul Orthodox Church
1401 Wagner Road

Glenview, I1l. 60025

March 19 - Boston

St George Orthodox Church
55 Emmonsdale Road

West Roxbury, MA 02132

April 2 - Cleveland
Details coming soon.

May 28, - Baltimore

Cathedral of the Annunciation
24 W. Preston Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

Youth Office
youthoffice@go

work to attain unity on a personal scale:
to overcome the passions which lead us
about and make us their slaves, to unite our
minds and hearts and bodies and become
whole people rather than broken shards
of humanity.

In our time, a big part of that is coming
to terms with how we use the technological
tools that are now available to us. Specifi-
cally, what does our social media use say
about us, and our path to salvation?

Review Date: December 15, 2015 |

Rated: PG-13

= Star Wars: Episode VII: The Force
Awakens

Epic Star Wars sequel delivers great performances, action.

| Genre:Scence Fiction |

Release Year: 2015

\/ common
sense’

GREAT FOR

FAMILIES

| Running Time: 136 minutes
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like us
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GOA Young Adults

follow us

@GOA _Youth
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GAYLORD OPRYLAND RESORT
AND CONVENTION CENTER

Watch the July 4th fireworks aboard /iSeesse=s
the General Jackson Showboat! GENEALTACKSON

ZSHOWBOAT

Additional information will be forthcoming on...

CLERGYLAITY.ORG






